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Navy  Department,  December  1,  1862. 

Sib:  It  is  due  to  the  naval  service  that  in  this  report  I  should,  first  of 
all,  recount  to  you,  and  through  you  to  Congress  and  the  country,  the 
operations  and  achievements  of  our  naval  forces  during  the  eventful 
year  which  has  elapsed  since  my  last  annual  communication.  Since 
the  commencement  of  our  national  diflSculties,  four  powerful  squad- 
rons have  been  collected,  organized,  and  stationed  for  duty  on  our 
maritime  frontier  with  a  rapidity  and  suddenness  which  finds  no  ap- 
proach to  a  parallel  in  previous  naval  history  and  which  it  is  believed 
no  other  country  but  our  own  could  have  achieved.  These  squadrons 
have  been  incessantly  maintaining  a  strict  blockade  of  such  gigantic 
proportions  that  eminent  foreign  statesmen  in  the  highest  scenes  of 
legislation  did  not  hesitate,  at  its  commencement,  publicly  to  denounce 
it  as  "  a  material  impossibility;"  and  yet  after  this  most  imposing  naval 
undertaking  had  been  for  a  period  of  eighteen  months  in  operation, 
and  after  its  reach  had  been  eflfectively  extended  along  the  entire 
sweep  of  our  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  from  the  outlet  of  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  same  eminent  authorities, 
with  a  list  in  their  hands  of  all  the  vessels  which  had  evaded  or  es- 
caped the  vigilance  of  our  blockading  forces,  could  not  refuse  in  their 
official  statements  to  admit  with  reluctant  candor  that  the  proof  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  was  conspicuous  and  wholly  conclusive, 
and  that  in  no  previous  war  had  the  ports  of  an  enemy's  country  been 
so  effectually  closed  by  a  naval  force.  But  even  such  testimony  was 
not  needed.  The  proof  of  the  fact  abounds  in  the  current  price  ot 
our  southern  staples  in  the  great  commercial  marts  of  the  world,  and 
more  especially  in  the  whole  industrial  and  commercial  condition  of 
the  insurgent  region.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  no  circum- 
stance is  wanting  to  attest  the  magnitude  of  this  greatest  of  all  na- 
val triumphs.  The  industrial  necessities  and  the  commercial  cupidity 
of  all  the  principal  maritime  nations,  armed  and  empowered  as  they 
are  by  the  resources  of  modern  invention,  are  kept  at  bay.  A  mul- 
titude of  island  harbors  under  foreign  jurisdiction,  looking  nearly 
upon  our  shores  and  affording  the  most  convenient  lurking  places 
from  which  illicit  commerce  may  leap  forth  to  its  prohibited  destina- 
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tion  and  purpose,  are  so  closely  watched  as  to  render  the  peril  of  all 
such  ventures  far  greater  than  even  their  enormous  gains  when  suc- 
cessful. And  finally,  a  vast  line  of  sea-coast  nearly  three  thousand 
miles  in  extent,  much  of  it  with  a  double  shore  and  almost  honey- 
combed with  inlets  and  harbors,  has  been  so  beleaguered  and  locked 
up  that  the  whole  immense  foreign  commerce,  which  was  the  very 
life  of  the  industry  and  opulence  of  the  vast  region  which  it  borders, 
has  practically  ceased  to  exist. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  THE  FORCE. 

Some  changes  in  the  command  of  the  squadrons  and  flotillas  have 
taken  place,  and  new  organizations  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  North  Atlantic  squadron,  guarding  the  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  coasts,  continued  in  charge  of  Rear  Admiral  Goldsborough 
until  the  5th  of  September,  when  he  was  relieved  on  his  own  request 
by  Acting  Bear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  who  has  since  had  that  command. 

In  the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  which  blockades  the  harbors  and 
coasts  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Florida  peninsula,  no  change  has  taken  place.  Bear  Adjniral  Da 
Pont,  assigned  to  that  squadron  when  it  was  first  made  a  distinct 
organization,  still  remains  in  active  and  useful  service  on  that  highly 
interesting  station. 

The  necessity  of  a  division  of  the  Gulf  squadron  having  been  stated 
to  be  necessary  in  my  last  annual  report,  was  consummated  on  the 
21st  of  February.  Flag-Officer  McKean  retaining  command  of  the 
eastern  Gulf  squadron,  the  limits  of  which  comprised  the  southern  and 
western  portions  of  the  Florida  peninsula,  commencing  at  Cape  Can* 
averal  on  the  eastern  coast,  and  extending  to  Pensacola.  On  the  4th 
of  June  he  was,  on  his  own  application,  in  consequence  of  impaired 
health,  relieved  by  Acting  Bear  Admiral  Lardner.  This  officer's 
health  also  giving  way,  he  was  compelled  to  ask  to  be  relieved,  and 
Commodore  Theodorus  Bailey  has  been  appointed  his  successor. 

The  western  Gulf  squadron  guarded  a  coast  which,  commencing  at 
and  including  Pensacola,  extended  westward  to  the  Bio  Grande,  and 
was,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  one  of  the  most  important  and  re- 
sponsible commands  ever  intrusted  to  a  naval  officer.  From  the 
harbors  and  rivers  subject  to  that  blockade  there  are  exported  in 
peaceful  times  vast  amounts  of  cotton,  sugar,  and  other  products. 
Within  those  limits  are  the  oceun  outlets  of  the  great  central  valley  of 
the  Union;  and  in  selecting  the  officer  who  should  be  put  in  command 
of  the  squadron,  regard  was  had  to  an  expedition  for  which  the  de- 
partment had  made  extensive  preparation,  and  in  which  the  whole 
government  had  participated,  for  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  and 
reopening  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  After  scrutiny  and 
deliberate  consideration  this  responsible  position  was  intrusted  to 
Captain  D.  G.  Farragut,  in  the  confident  belief  that  his  courage  and 
energy  were  equal  to  the  exigency. 

Besides  these  large  squadrons  on  our  maritime  frontier,  it  became  a 
necessity  at  an  early  period  of  the  insurrection  to  have  an  organized 
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naval  force  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries.  On  the  16th  of 
May,  1861,  Commander  John  Rodgers  was  directed  to  report  to  the 
War  Department,  which  in  the  preliminary  stages  assumed  the  chief 
expense,  for  the  purpose  of  initiating  an  armed  flotilla  on  the  western 
waters,  and  immediately  entered  upon  his  duties.  Proceeding  to  the 
west,  he  purchased  efteamers  which,  under  his  supervision,  were  fitted, 
armed,  and  armored  as  gunboats,  and  thus  was  commenced  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Mississippi  flotilla,  which  a  few  months  later  made  itself 
felt  in  a  succession  of  achievements  that  electrified  the  country.  But 
before  Commander  Rodgers  had  an  opportunity  of  completing  his  ar- 
rangements and  taking  his  vessels  into  action,  Captain  A.  H.  Foote 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla.  The  labors  commenced 
by  Commander  Rodgers  swelled  into  gigantic  proportions  under  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,  whose  energies  and  talents  were  exerted  ia  creating  and 
preparing  that  navy  on  the  western  waters  which  he  soon  made  so 
serviceable  to  the  country.  Painfully  wounded  at  Fort  Donelson,  he 
was  relieved  on  the  9th  of  May  by  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  who  was 
soon  after  appointed  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  and  in  October 
relinquished  the  command.  By  order  of  Congress  the  gunboat  fleet 
was  transferred  to  the  navy,  and  now  constitutes  an  important  squad- 
ron, under  the  command  of  Acting  Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  who 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  15th  of  October. 

The  active  operations  of  the  Potomac  flotilla  ceased,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, after  the  erection  of  the  extensive  rebel  batteries  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore,  in  the  autumn  of  1861.  For  several  months  the  com- 
merce on  this  important  avenue  to  the  national  capital  was  almost  en- 
tirely suspended,  though  at  no  time  was  the  passage  of  our  armed 
naval  vessels  prevented.  In  March  the  batteries  were  abandoned 
by  the  insurgents,  and  the  troops  which  garrisoned  them  were  with- 
drawn. The  advance  of  our  army  towards  Richmond  made  the  duty 
on  the  Potomac  comparatively  light  during  the  spring  and  summer. 
At  present  the  flotilla  is  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Harwood, 
and  is  rendering  good  service  by  checking  illicit  traflSc  and  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  no  small  amount  of  property. 

The  transfer  of  the  army  to  the  York  peninsula,  and  its  detention 
before  Richmond,  compelled  the  Navy  Department  to  divert  some  of  its 
gunboats  and  vessels  destined  for  other  service  to  the  waters  of  James 
and  York  rivers.  After  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  and  the  concen- 
tration of  the  army  on  James  river,  such  was  the  condition  of  affairs 
that  it  became  necessary  to  organize  the  vessels  which  had  been  re- 
tained to  co-operate  with  and  protect  the  army  into  a  distinct  organ- 
ization. Captain  Charles  Wilkes  was  detailed  for  that  duty  on 
the  6th  of  July,  and  entered  upon  the  work  with  energy ;  but  the 
withdrawal  of  the  army  from  the  peninsula  in  August  released  the 
vessels  which  had  been  diverted  from  their  original  destination,  and 
rendered  it  unnecessary  to  continue  an  independent  organization  in 
James  river.  The  flotilla  was  therefore  disbanded  on  the  31st  of 
August. 

The  persistent  and  systematic  attempts  to  violate  our  blockade,  and 
furnish  assistance  to  the  insurgents  in  defiance  of  our  laws,  made  it 
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necessary  that  specific  and  eflFective  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
prevent  those  lawless  proceedings.  This  purpose  had  been  inter- 
rupted, and  the  proceedings  to  eflFect  it  delayed,  in  consequence  of 
the  detention  of  the  army  before  Richmond  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  our  vessels  being  indispensable  auxiliaries  while  the  army 
lingered  on  the  upper  waters  of  James  river.  Immediately  on  being 
liberated,  a  flying  squadron  was  organized  with  a  view  of  sweeping  from 
our  coast  and  the  neighboring  waters  the  lawless  contrabandists  who 
made  it  a  business  to  violate  our  blockade  and  promote  the  efforts  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  schemes  to  break  up  our  Union  and  sub- 
vert the  government.  The  command  of  this  flying  squadron  has 
been  given  to  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Wilkes,  who  sailed  from  Hampton 
roads  in  the  Wachusett  on  the  24th  of  September. 

NAVAL   EXPEDITIONS. 

This  exhibition  of  the  distribution  and  attitude  of  our  naval  force 
naturally  introduces  a  succinct  history  of  that  remarkable  series  of 
naval  expeditions  and  operations  along  our  southern  seaboard  and 
through  the  great  rivers  of  the  central  valley  in  which  the  power  and 
valor  of  our  navy  have  been  so  strikingly  displayed.     Thes6  expedi- 
tions, it  must  be  remembered,  were  undertaken  in  addition   to,  or 
rather  in  aid  of,  the  unrelaxing  labors  of  the  blockade.     They  were 
conceived  and  directed  in  the  policy  early  adopted  and  uniformly  ad- 
hered to  by  this  department,  of  the  most  active  and  strenuous  prose- 
cution of  the  war  so  long  as  the  war  should  last,  and  whenever  and 
wherever  an  effectual  blow  could  be  struck  against  the  power  or  re- 
sources of  the  rebellion  by  the  naval  force.     In  this  view  this  depart- 
ment has  constantly  sought  the  co-operation  of  the  army  when  such 
co-operation  was  indispensable  to  success,  and  when  such  co-opera- 
tion was  not  indispensable  the  navy  alone  has  acted.     The  result  is 
that  the  Mississippi,  the  main  artery  of  the  great  central  valley  of 
the  Union,  with  its  principal  tributaries  embracing  many  thousand 
miles  of  inland  navigation  which  had  been  interrupted,  is  under  our 
control,  except  at  Vicksburg,  where  the  rebels  still  retain  possession, 
but  from  which,  with  a  co-operating  military  force,  they  can  at  any 
time  be  expelled.     Each  one  of  our  blockading  squadrons  has  secured 
and  holds  a  considerable  portion  of  the  coast  within  their  respective 
limits,  and  in  each  there  is  a  commodious  and  open  port  for  rendezvous, 
refitment,  and  supply,  where  imports  and  exports  may  be  made  under 
the  authority  of  a  collector  duly  appointed  by  the  national  govern- 
ment.    Nearly  the  entire  seaboard  of  the  insurgent  region,  in  its 
main  points  of  commercial  or  strategic  importance —from  Norfolk  and 
the  outlet  of  the  Chesapeake  through  Roanoke,  Newbern,  and  Beau- 
fort,  N.  C,  Port  Royal,  Tybee,  Fernandina,   Key  West,   Pensacola 
to  New  Orleans  and  Galveston — is  practically  in  our  hands,  held  fast 
and  irrecoverably  under  the  guns  of  our  navy,  or  else  garrisoned  and 
governed  by  our  military  force.     But  a  short  time  can  elapse  before  the 
few  remaining  ports  which  are  still  in  the  posj^ession  of  the  insurgents 
will  be  reduced  to  our  naval  or  military  occupation  and  authority. 
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When  the  insurrection  is  thus  excluded  from  the  coast  there  may  be 
presented  for  decision,  and  its  near  approximation  makes  allusion  to  it 
justifiable,  the  grave  and  important  question  whether,  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  all  such  ports  and  places  on  the  insurgent  sea-coast  thus 
actually  held  and  controlled  by  the  national  government  in  time  of 
war  for  war  purposes,  and  by  the  power  of  war,  it  be  not  our  right  and 
duty  to  dismiss  the  costly  apparatus  and  embarrassing  formalities  and 
rules  of  an  international  blockade  and  to  substitute  in  place  of  it,  within 
all  the  ports  and  places  held  and  occupied  by  our  forces,  our  own 
domestic  authority  to  control  all  trade  therein,  as  we  control  every- 
thing else  there,  and  thus  to  subject  at  such  points  all  commerce, 
coastwise  and  foreign,  of  export  or  import,  to  such  conditions  and  re- 
strictions and  regulations,  either  of  admission  or  exclusion  as  a  wise 
war  policy  may  prescribe,  and  a  present  war  power,  afloat  in  the  har- 
bor, or  on  shore  in  a  military  custom-house  may  enforce.  Such  has 
been  the  practice  of  nations  in  times  of  rebellion.  Such  was  our  prac- 
tice in  the  Mexican  ports  which  we  held  during  the  war  with  that 
country.  Should  such  a  policy  be  adopted,  among  other  important 
advantages  resulting  from  it,  would  be  the  release  of  our  fleets  from 
much  of  their  present  harassing  and  exhausting  blockade  duty,  and 
the  immediate  concentration  of  their  activity  in  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  on  the  high  seas  by  the  pursuit  in  augmented  force,  and 
probably  the  speedy  capture  and  punishment,  of  the  marauders  who 
now  avail  themselves  of  the  incessant  occupation  of  the  mass  of  our 
naval  force  in  other  scenes  of  action,  for  the  temporary  prosecution  of 
their  piratical  designs. 

NOBTH   ATLANTIC   SQUADRON — ROANOKE  ISLAND. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  blockade  constant  annoyance  was  ex- 
perienced from  various  sources  by  means  of  vessels  of  light  draught, 
which  made  ingress  or  egress  through  the  sounds  and  inner  waters 
on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  To  gain  possession  of  the  important 
points  within  the  sounds  was  therefore  necessary. 

Early  in  January  a  joint  expedition  of  the  navy  and  army  for  ope- 
rations in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  moved  from  Hampton  roadsj 
under  the  command  of  Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough  and  Brigadier 
General  A.  E.  Burnside  respectively. 

The  naval  force,  consisting  of  seventeen  light  draught  vessels  with 
an  armament  of  forty-eight  guns,  most  of  them  of  heavy  calibre,  ar- 
rived at  Hatteras  inlet  on  the  13th  of  January,  and  in  two  days  suc- 
ceeded, though  with  labor  and  difficulty,  in  passing  over  the  bulk- 
head and  through  the  narrow,  shallow,  and  tortuous  channel ;  but 
the  army  transports  were  unable  to  surmount  the  obstacles  and  be 
fully  prepared  for  active  co-operation  until  some  weeks  later.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  February  the  combined  expedition  pro- 
ceeded towards  Roanoke  island  ;  the  naval  vessels,  placed  by  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough  under  the  immediate  command  of  Commander 
Stephen  C.  Rowan,  were  formed  in  three  separate  columns,  com- 
manded, respectively,  by  Lieutenants  Reed  Werden,  Alexander  Mur- 
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ray,  and  H.  K.  Davenport.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  vessels 
of  the  insurgents,  eight  in  number,  were  discovered  drawn  up  be- 
hind an  extensive  barricade,  formed  by  a  double  row  of  piles  and 
sunken  vessels,  stretching  across  the  sound.  At  10.30  the  engage- 
ment commenced,  and  by  noon  became  general.  By  4  p.  ra.  the  bat- 
teries were  temporarily  silenced  and  the  first  landing  of  troops  ef- 
fected.    At  midnight  over  10,000  troops  had  disembarked. 

The  engagement  was  renewed  the  following  morning  and  carried 
on  chiefly  by  the  army  until  1  p.  m.,  when  the  fleet  proceeded  to 
open  a  passage  through  the  obstructions,  which  was  successfully  ac- 
complished by  5  p.  m,,  and  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  on  Pork 
Point.  Firing  other  of  their  works  and  one  of  their  steamers  were 
the  closing  events  of  the  day,  the  rebels  yielding  the  island  to  our 
possession. 

Retreating  from  Roanoke  island,  the  rebel  naval  fleet  fled  up  the 
sound  and  into  Pasquotank  river,  towards  Elizabeth  City,  Commander 
Rowan  pursuing  them  with  the  flotilla,  anchoring  for  the  night  a  few 
miles  from  Fort  Cobb.  At  8  a.  m.,  February  10,  the  rebel  steamers, 
under  command  of  W.  F.  Lynch,  formei^ly  of  the  navy,  were  dis- 
covered drawn  up  behind  a  battery  of  four  guns,  supported  by  a 
schooner  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  armed  with  two  heavy  32- 
pounders.  Fire  was  opened  by  the  insurgents  from  the  forts  and 
steamers  at  long  range.  Commander  Rowan  pushed  on  steadily  un- 
til within  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  he  opened  fire  and  dashed 
ahead  at  full  speed.  This  bold  and  wholly  unanticipated  onset  dis- 
mayed the  rebels,  who  hastily  abandoned  their  works,  which,  with 
their  entire  fleet,  were  captured  or  destroyed. 

Passing  up  the  river  the  flotilla  took  possession  of  Elizabeth  City. 
Lieutenant  Murray  was  despatched  with  a  small  force  to  Edenton,  of 
which  he  quietly  took  possession,  and  on  returning  from  this  duty  he 
was  sent  to  obstruct  the  Chesapeake  and  Albermarle  canal. 

In  this  expedition  there  were  five  armed  steamers  and  one  schooner 
destroyed,  and  one  steamer,  the  Ellis,  captured. 

CAPTURE    OP    NEWBERN    AND   WASHINGTON,  N.    C,   AND   CAPITULATION    OP 
•  PORT  MACON. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  having  been  recalled  to  Hampton  roads, 
a  combined  army  and  naval  expedition,  under  General  Burnside  and 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  left  Hatteras  inlet  and  arrived  at  Slocum's 
creek,  the  point  selected  for  the  disembarcation  of  the  troops,  on  the 
12th  of  March. 

The  next  morning  the  landing  of  troops  commenced,  the  gunboats 
shelling  the  woods  at  the  point  of  landing  as  the  troops  advanced  on 
shore.  At  the  same  time  six  naval  boat  howitzers  with  their  crews, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  were  landed  to  assist 
in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  works.  About  4  p.  m.  the  first  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  opened  upon  our  boats  and  were  answered  at  long 
range,  the  firing  ceasing  at  sundown,  and  the  fleet  anchoring  in  a 
position  to  cover  the  troops.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the 
^rmy  having  engaged  the  enemy  in  force,  Commander  Rowan  moved 
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ateadily  up  the  river  with  his  fleet,  and  the  insurgents  abandoned  their 
forts  in  succession  under  the  pressure  of  the  combined  columns  mov- 
ing upon  them.  On  arriving  at  Newbern,  the  rebels  having  fled. 
Commander  Rowan  took  possession  of  the  place,  and  later  in  the  day 
the  army  were  moved  across  the  Trent  and  occupied  the  city. 

The  approach  by  the  river  to  Newbern  was  heavily  obstructed 
with  piles  and  torpedoes,  from  which  the  vessels  sustained  some  in- 
jury, and  the  passage  was  disputed  by  six  forts,  at  distances  of  from 
half  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  from  each  other,  and  mounting  32 
guns,  ranging  from  32-pounders  to  80-pound  rifled  cannon. 

L'eutenant  McCook  is  reported  as  having  rendered  most  effective 
service  with  his  naval  battery,  and  Commander  Rowan  bears  cheer- 
ful testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
entire  command.  Several  steamers  and  schooners,  large  quantities 
of  pitch  and  turpentine,  and  a  valuable  stock  of  arms  and  munitions 
of  Mifar  fell  into  our  hands  with  the  capture  of  Newbern. 

After  the  fall  of  Newbern  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray  was 
despatched  with  a  naval  column,  accompanied  by  a  detachment  from 
the  army,  to  take  possession  of  Washington,  N.  C.  Forcing  a  pas- 
sage through  the  obstructions  in  the  approach  to  that  place,  he  ar- 
rived there  on  the  21st  of  March,  and  it  was  surrendered  to  him 
without  resistance. 

The  batteries  on  shore  having,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
April,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Macon,  Commander  Samuel  Lockwood, 
senior  officer  of  the  blockading  fleet  off"  Beaufort,  prepared  his  vessels 
for  action  and  proceeded  within  range  of  the  fort.  Fire  was  opened 
from  the  steamers  Daylight,  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Chippewa, 
and  the  bark  Gemsbok,  which  was  continued  about  an  hour  and  a 
quarter,  when  they  were  compelled  to  haul  off"  on  account  of  the 
heavy  sea.  In  the  afternoon  a  flag  of  truce  was  displayed  from  the 
fort,  which,  on  the  next  morning,  surrendered  to  Major  General 
Burnside.  Commander  Lockwood  united  in  signing  the  articles  of 
capitulation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

.  AFFAIR  AT  WEST  POINT. 

• 

The  arrival  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  York  peninsula 
•rendered  it  necessary  to  detail  several  gunboats,  •chiefly  from  the 
North  Atlantic  squadron,  within  whose  limits  it  is,  to  convoy  the 
transports  and  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  army  on  its  march  along 
the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers.  While  on  this  service,  on  the  7th 
of  May,  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked  General  Franklin^  s  di- 
vision, constituting  the  right  wing  of  the  army  at  West  Point,  the 
junction  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Matapony.  The  assistance  of  the  navy 
was  requested  by  General  Franklin,  and  Commander  William  Smith, 
senior  officer  of  the  naval  forces  in  York  river,  ordered  the  gunboats 
Wachusett,  Maratunza,  and  Sebago  to  the  support  of  General  Frank- 
lin. These  vessels,  taking  a  position  as  near  the  insurgents  as  pos- 
sible, opened  upon  them  with  great  effect.  Their  fire  soon  began  to 
slacken,  and  they  commenced  their  retreat.  The  aid  rendered  by  our 
gunboats  on  this  occasion  was  most  essential,  enabling  General  Frank- 
lin to  hold  his  position  and  to  repel  the  rebels. 
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On  the  15tli  of  May  the  Galena,  Monitor,  Aroostook,  Port  Royal, 
and  Naugatuck,  all  under  command  of  Commander  John  Rodgers, 
ascended  James  river,  with  no  serious  obstructions  until  near 
Ward^s  or  Drury's  Bluff,  where  piles  and  sunken  vessels  disputed 
their  further  passage,  and  a  heavy  battery  exposed  the  vessels  to  a 
plunging  fire.  The  Galena  and  Monitor  ran  within  600  yards  of  the 
bluff ;  but  the  latter  was  obliged  to  drop  down  several  hundred  yards, 
as  her  guns  could  not  be  sufficiently  elevated  for  effective  service. 
An  action  of  three  hours'  duration  took  place,  when,  owing  to  a 
scarcity  of  ammunition,  the  vessels  retired  to  City  Point  without 
silencing  the  battery.  The  Naugatuck  was  unfortunately  disabled 
by  the  bursting  of  her  rifle  gun.  The  men  on  the  vessels  were 
exposed  during  the  contest  to  a  constant  fire  from  sharpshooters 
concealed  in  rifle  pits  on  the  fiver  bank;  but  officers  and  men  exhib- 
ited great  coolness  and  courage  throughout  the  engagement. 

SOUTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

In  my  annual  report  in  December,  1861,  mention  was  made  of  the 
plans  and  investigations  which  had  been  projected  during  the  summer 
preceding  for  seizing  and  holding  some  of  the  important  ports  on  the 
southern  coast,  and  that  the  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadron 
had  been  given  to  Flag-Officer  DuPont,  chairman  of  the  commission 
which  had  been  selected  by  the  department  to  make  examination  and 
report  on  this  subject.  I  was  also  enabled  to  communicate  his  ser- 
vices at  Port  Royal  and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  capture 
of  Tybee  island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  river,  in  November. 

Following  up  these  successes,  and  in  order  to  carry  out  the  original 
purpose  of  his  command,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  maintaining  a 
blockade  of  the  coast,  Flag-Officer  DuPont  and  the  squadron  became 
actively  engaged  in  examining  the  waters  and  islands  on  the  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  coasts,  preparatory  to  their  military  occupation. 
Expeditions  were  sent  to  St.  Helena,  North  and  South  Edisto,  Warsaw 
inlet,  Tybee  and  other  islands,  and  other  important  localities.  The 
necessity  of  guarding  thesei  points  until  the  army  was  prepared  to 
bold  them  employed  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  naval  force  in 
that  quarter. 

On  the  1st  of  January  a  force  of  five  gunboats,  under  Commander 
C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  was  detailed  to  co-operate  with  a  column  of  troops, 
under  Brigadier  General  Stevens,  in  certain  military  operations  in  the 
vicinity  of  Beaufort,  South  Carolina.  The  movements,  both 
and  military,  were  conducted  with  success.  The  effit  iive  a  n  oi 
the  navy  on   this  occasion  elicited  from  the        b  gal  I 

Stevens  a  very  complimentary  acknowledgm      ,  i        1 
agement  of  the  expedition  is  commended 
Officer  DuPont. 

PORT  PULASKI. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  project  < 
between  Fort  Pulaski  (held  by  the  re 
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ultimate  repossession  of  that  fort,  received  consideration  and  was 
prepared  for  by  frequent  and  successful  reconnoissances.  An  ex- 
pedition being  in  the  course  of  preparation  to  capture  Fernandina 
and  other  points  south,  the  occasion  was  not  permitted  to  pass  unim- 
proved of  making  a  reconnoissance  which  would  serve  as  a  demonstra- 
tion upon  Savannah  and  cover  up  the  real  purpose,  which  was  an 
attack  on  Fernandina.  • 

Accordingly,  on  the  27th  of  January,  a  fleet  of  gunboats  under 
Flag- Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  and  of  transports  conveying  a  column 
of  troops  under  Brigadier  General  Wright,  entered  Little  Tybee 
river,  and  passed  beyond  the  highlands  of  Wilmington  island.  They 
examined  the  creeks  and  localities,  and  obtained  much  valuable  in- 
formation, so  necessary  to  future  successful  military  operations. 

While  on  this  service  five  steamers,  the  rebel  fleet  of  Commodore 
Tatnall,  made  their  appearance.  Captain  Davis  and  Commander  John 
Rogders,  who  was  at  anchor  in  Wright  river,  opened  upon  them.  A 
short  but  spirited  engagement  of  less  than  half  an  hour  followed, 
when  a  part  of  the  rebel  fleet  was  forced  back,  and  the  remainder 
escaped  to  Fort  Pulaski.  The  appearance  of  such  a  force  in  "Wil- 
mington and  Warsaw  sounds  created  a  sense  of  alarm  at  Savannah, 
inducing  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  other  points  in  anticipation 
of  an  attack  on  that  city.  In  the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  a  purely 
military  operation,  which  occurred  some  months  afterwards,  August 
11,  the  navy  had  the  good  fortune  to  participate,  a  detachment  of 
officers  and  men  from  the  Wabash  serving  in  one  of  the  breaching 
batteries,  and  having  the  management  of  four  rifle  guns  in  battery 
Sigel. 

REPOSSESSION  OP   FERNANDINA,   ST.  MARY'S,  FORT  CLINCH,  JACKSONVILLE 

ST.  AUGUSTINE,  BRUNSWICK,   ETC. 

The  repossession  and  reoccupation  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Florida 
was  another  of  the  primary  objects  on  the  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 
organization.  Flag-Officer  DuPont  sailed  from  Port  Royal  in  the 
Wabash  on  the  last  day  of  February,  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  trans- 
ferring his  flag  to  the  Mohican,  entered  Cumberland  sound  in  that 
vessel,  accompanied  by  18  other  vessels  of  the  navy,  the  armed 
steamer  McClellan  carrying  a  battalion  of  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Reynolds,  and  several  transports  containing  a  brigade, 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Wright. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  expedition  was  the  repossession  of 
Fort  Clinch  and  the  capture  of  Fernandina.  The  insurgents  aban- 
doned their  works  of  defence,  and  rapidly  retreated. 

Commander  Drayton  with  a  division  of  the  force  proceeded  to 
Fernandina,  and  occupied  that  place.  The  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort 
Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national  forts  seized  by  the  insurgents  on 
which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  had  resumed  its  proper  position  since 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion.  This  fort  and  the  several  bat- 
teries commanding  the  channel  of  approach  to  Fernandina  bore  every 
indication  of  preparation  for  a  vigorous  defence,  and  their  abandon- 
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ment  without  an  effort  to  hold  them  was  as  much  of  a  surprise  as  it 
was  doubtless  a  disappointment  to  those  who  had  come  to  capture 
them. 

Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  with  a  second  division  was  sent  to 
occupy  St.  Mary's.  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens,  in  the 
Ottawa,  pushed  on  from  this  place,  and  encountering  the  rebel  rifle- 
men and  cavalry  on  the  banks  he  soon  dispersed  them. 

On  the  7th  of  March  a  small  force  was  sent,  under  Commander 
S.  W.  Godon,  to  hold  Brunswick,  and  about  the  same  time  a  squadron 
of  light  vessels  was  organized  and  sent  to  Jacksonville,  both  of  which 
places  were  surrendered  without  opposition.  On  the  12th  of  March 
St.  Augustine  surrendered  without  exhibition  of  force — the  citizens 
raising  the  flag  of  the  Union  with  their  own  hands. 

This  expedition,  organized  chiefly  from  the  forces  which  had  but 
a  short  time  previous  participated  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker 
and  Beauregard  and  Beaufort,  though  carried  through  without  loss  of 
life,  was  of  very  considerable  importance.  It  secured  to  us  Fort 
Clinch,  Fernandina,  St.  Mary's,  Cumberland  island  and  sound,  Amelia 
sound,  Jacksonville,  St.  Augustine,  and  Brunswick,  in  reality  the 
coast  and  inland  waters  from  St.  Simon's  southward. 

8T0N0   RIVER   AND   MOSQUITO   INLET. 

From  information  derived  chiefly  from  the  contraband  pilot,  Robert 
Small,  who  had  escaped  from  Charleston,  Flag- Officer  DuPont,  after 
proper  reconnoissance,  directed  Commander  Marchand  to  cross  the 
bar  with  several  gunboats  and  occupy  Stono.  The  river  was  occu- 
pied as  far  up  as  Legareville,  and  examinations  extended  further,  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  seizure  of  Stono 
inlet  and  river  secured  an  important  base  for  future  military  opera- 
tions, and  was  virtually  a  turning  of  the  forces  in  Charleston  harbor. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  commanding  the 
steamer  Penguin,  and  Acting  Master  Mather,  commanding  the  steamer 
Henry  Andrew,  with  boats'  crews  from  those  vessels,  proceeded  some 
fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  up  one  of  the  lagoons  of  Mosquito  inlet. 
Returning,  they  landed,  in  one  of  the  boats,  near  some  earthworks, 
which  had  been  abandoned  or  never  armed,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  dense 
grove  of  live-oak  and  underbrush.  A  heavy  and  continuous  fire  was 
suddenly  opened  upon  them  from  this  cover,  killing  both  of  those 
officers  and  six  of  the  boats'  crews,  and  wounding  several  others, 
two  of  whom  were  made  prisoners.  The  service  thus  lost  two  meri- 
torious officers,  who  had  volunteered  their  services  to  aid  in  sup- 
pressing the  rebellion. 

EASTERN  GULP  SQUADRON. 

In  January  last  Flag-Officer  McKean  despatched  Commarder 
Emmons,  with  the  steamer  Hatteras,  to  operate  against  the  rebels  at 
Cedar  Keys.  This  place  was  quite  a  depot,  and  several  vessels  had 
recently  been  taken  thither  for  safety  and  to  load  with  produce. 

Commander  Emmons  was  entirely  successful,  having  captured  or 
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destroyed  all  the  public  property  in  that  locality,  including  military 
stores,  a  battery  of  two  guns  in  position  on  Sea  Horse  Key,  barracks, 
railroad  depot  and  wharf,  and  several  schooners,  laden  and  all  ready 
to  be  taken  out  as  soon  as  a  favorable  opportunity  should  oflFer. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March  Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagen,  of  the 
Mercedita,  arrived  off  Appalachicola  with  that  vessel  and  the  Sagamore, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  J.  Drake,  and  organized  a  boat  expedi- 
tion, the  immediate  object  of  which  was  the  capture  of  a  number  of 
vessels  understood  to  be  at  or  above  that  city. 

He  was  immediately  informed  by  contrabands  that  the  place  had 
been  evacuated  by  the  soldiers,  some  600  in  number,  and  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  citizens,  on  the  appearance  of  the  naval  force. 
To  test  the  truth  of  this,  and  to  accomplish  the  objects  in  view,  on 
the  2d  of  April  six  boats  from  the  Mercedita  and  Saginaw  were  sent, 
under  Lieutenants  Abbott  and  Bigelow,  to  the  city.  No  resistance 
was  offered,  and  the  few  remaining  citizens  came  forward  to  receive 
them.  The  expedition  brought  out  several  vessels,  and  others  had 
to  be  destroyed,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  over  the  bar. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Gate,  commanding  the  United 
States  bark  Pursuit,  having  received  information  that  the  rebel 
steamer  Florida,  which  had  succeeded  in  getting  into  St.  Andrew's, 
was  lying  some  twenty  miles  above  that  town,  determined  to  make 
an  attempt  to  cut  her  out.  A  volunteer  expedition  was  organized, 
and  left  the  vessel  on  the  4th  of  April,  and  on  the  night  of  the  6th 
reached  and  surprised  the  Florida.  The  crew  were  overcome  with 
slight  resistance,  and  the  vessel — a  valuable  side-wheel  steamer  of 
500  tons — with  a  cargo  of  over  200  bales  of  cotton,  was  brought  safely 
out. 

WESTERN  GULP  SQUADRON — CAPTURE  OP  NEW  ORLEANS  AND  REDUCTION  OP 

ITS  DEFENCfiS. 

In  the  autumn  of  1861  the  capture  and  occupation  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  reopening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
were  resolved  upon.  It  was  an  undertaking  of  the  greatest  difficulty 
and  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  city  itself  was  the  largest  and 
wealthiest  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Union,  and  from  its  position 
it  was  the  most  vitally  interesting  in  the  whole  insurrectionary  region. 
Its  defences  had  been  prepared  and  completed  with  the  whole  power, 
skill,  and  ingenuity  of  the  insurgents.  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
situated  in  commanding  positions  to  bar  the  approach  to  the  city  from 
the  Gulf,  had  been  armed  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  guns  of 
long  range  and  heavy  calibre.  A  fleet  of  some  twenty  armed  steamers, 
some  of  them  armored,  and  four  powerful  steam  iron-clad  rams— one 
of  them  of  four  thousand  tons,  and  mounting  sixteen  heavy  cannon — 
were  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet,  in  addition  to  chains, 
rafts,  and  fire-ships,  for  obstructing  the  advance  of  our  attacking 
force,  while  an  army  of  several  thousand  men,  under  the  insurgent 
General  Lovell,  occupied  and  defended  the  city  itself. 

For  the  reduction  of  a  place  thus  fortified  and  defended,  the  com- 
mercial and  strategic  importance  of  which  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
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mated,  thorough  and  ample  preparations  were  required  and  were 
carefully  organized.  Besides  the  squadron  that  was  employed  to  en- 
force thjB  blockade  on  the  western  portions  of  the  Gulf,  a  large  ad- 
ditional force  of  armed  steamers  and  a  bomb  flotilla  were  ordered  to 
the  expedition. 

The  selection  of  the  officer  who  should  command  the  western  Gulf 
squadron  was  not  made  until  preparations  were  far  advanced  for  the 
important  expedition  that  constituted  the  striking  feature  of  that 
command.  Captain  David  G.  Farragut,  who  received  the  appointment 
of  flag-officer  of  the  western  Gulf  squadron,  entered  with  alacrity, 
zeal,  and  all  the  power  and  efficiency  that  had  been  anticipated  by 
the  department  upon  the  duty  of  completing  the  organization  of  the 
Mississippi  expedition.  He  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  squadron 
composed  of  men  who,  like  himself,  were  undaunted,  resolute,  and 
determined. 

The  flotilla  of  mortar  vessels,  twenty  in  number,  was  added  to  the 
command,  under  the  immediate  direction  and  management  of  Com- 
mander David  D.  Porter.  Besides  skilful  pilots  and  the  officers, 
some  of  whom  were  familiar  with  that  coast  and  the  river  passes, 
the  department  availed  itself  of  the  topographical  and  strategic 
information  furnished  by  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey.  Assistant 
P.  H.  Gerdes,  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Sachem,  rendered  the 
squadron  very  essential  service. 

>  Military  co-operation  being  necessary,  the  War  Department  fur- 
nished an  army  of  eighteen  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Butler,  to  assist  in  the  expedition  and  to  hold  New 
Orleans  after  it  should  be  taken.  There  was  throughout  harmony 
and  mutual  good  feeling  and  co-operation  between  the  naval  and 
military  forces. 

Flag-Officer  Farragut' s  first  orders  bear  date  the  20th  of  January, 
1862.  He  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  on  the  2d  of  February,  and 
on  the  21st  assumed  the  duties  of  his  command.  Two  months  were 
spent  in  completing  his  preparations,  receiving  his  re-enforcements, 
and  getting  bis  vessels  over  the  bars  and  to  the  heads  of  the  passes. 

On  the  16th  of  April  he  gave  orders  to  commence  the  bombard- 
ment of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  by  the  mortar  flotilla.  The 
bombardment  commenced  on  the  18th,  and  was  continued,  with  but 
slight  interruption  or  cessation,  during  six  days  and  nights,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  both  the  forts,  powerful  as  they  were,  and 
desperate  as  was  their  resistance,  had  become  so  weakened  and  the 
garrison  so  demoralized  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  flag-officer,  to 
render  the  passage  of  the  fleet  possible.  Accordingly,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th,  the  fleet  was  directed  to  move  forward,  and  the 
vessels  passed  the  forts  under  a  terrific  fire  of  more  than  one  hundred 
guns  that  had  not  been  dismantled  by  the  bombardment,  encounter- 
ing not  only  the  batteries  and  strong  current  of  the  river,  but  nteamers, 
fire-ships,  iron-clads,  rams,  rafts,  chains,  and  every  obstruction  that 
the  ingenuity  and  ability  of  the  insurgents  could  interpose  to  prevent 
them. 

The  attacking  squadron  was  formed  in  two  columns,  one  under  the 
command  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  and  the  other  under  the  orders  of 
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Captain  Theodorus  Bailey.  In  this  terrible  conflict,  and  as  the  fleet 
moved  up  the  river  toward  the  city,  it  overcame  and  destroyed  eighteen 
armed  steamers  and  other  vessels  of  the  enemy,  including  three  iron-clad 
rams,  two  of  which,  the  Louisiana  and  the  Manassas,  were  batteries  of 
immense  power.  All  the  carefully  prepared  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  were  broken  through  or  avoided,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th  of  April  Flag-OflBcer  Farragut  was  enabled  to  announce  to 
the  department  that  the  flag  of  the  Union  again  waved  over  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  and  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  A  great  quantity  of 
arms  and  munitions  were  surrendered  with  the  forces  that  defended 
the  forts,  while  a  vast  destruction  of  property  within  the  city  had  been 
effected  by  the  insurgents  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  our 
hands.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  the  grandeur  of  this  most 
triumphant  and  arduous  achievement.  The  capitulation  of  the  city  to 
our  arms,  recklessly  and  persistently  obstructed  by  the  desperation 
of  the  city  authorities,  was  at  last  completed  through  the  judgment, 
patience,  and  resolute  determination  of  our  officers  without  the 
shedding  of  innocent  blood.  The  insurgent  garrison,  strong  as  it 
was  in  numbers,  fled  with  precipitation,  and  the  troops  under  General 
Butler  having  been  securely  landed,  the  custody  of  the  city  was  de- 
livered to  him  and  the  army. 

Thus  the  great  southern  depot  of  the  trade  of  the  immense  central 
valley  of  the  Union  was  once  more  opened  to  commercial  intercourse,^ 
and  the  emporium  of  that  wealthy  region  was  restored  to  national 
authority;  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  was  under  our  control,  and  an 
outlet  for  the  great  west  to  the  ocean  was  secured,  so  soon  as  the 
squadron,  which  was  ordered  to  proceed  up  the  river,  should  form  a 
junction  with  the  flotilla  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  which 
was  to  fight  its  way  down,  aided  by  an  adequate  co-operating  military 
force  to  retain  and  hold  the  important  points  along  its  shores. 

This  great  blow  struck  just  terror  to  the  heart  of  the  whole  re- 
bellion. It  was  regarded  everywhere,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as 
the  grandest  achievement  of  the  war,  and  as  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable triumphs  in  the  whole  history  of  naval  operations.  I  do 
not  attempt,  in  this  place,  to  give  the  details  of  this  expedition,  nor 
to  assign  to  the  different  oflScers  by  whom  it  was  conducted  their 
respective  claims  to  the  praise  and  gratitude  of  their  country.  The 
graphic  narratives  of  the  actors  themselves,  in  their  oflScial  report^, 
have  been  spread  before  the  country  by  order  of  Congress.  Suffice 
it  now  to  say  that  no  terms  of  commendation  can  overstate  the 
merits  of  the  oflScers  who  achieved  this  great  success,  and  who  have 
been,  themselves,  the  first  and  the  most  earnest  to  commend  the 
valor,  the  devotion,  and  the  unsurpassed  skill  of  their  subordinates, 
and  of  the  brave  men  under  their  command. 

OPERATIONS   ON  THE   MISSISSIPPI. 

Rear  Admiral  Farragut  despatched  detachments  of  his  squadron 
up  the  river  to  clear  its  passage  and  capture  and  take  possession  of 
the  principal  places. 
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Commander  Palmer  arrived  off  Baton  Rouge  with  the  Iroquois  May 
7th,  and  demanded  its  surrender,  the  conditions  to  be  the  same  as 
at  New  Orleans.  The  authorities  declined  to  yield  the  city  volun- 
tarily,  and  whilst  pleading  their  defenceless  condition  were  not  free 
from  a  tone  of  arrogance.  The  next  day  Commander  Palmer  pro-  ' 
ceeded  abreast  of  the  arsenal,  landed  a  force  and  took  possession  of 
the  same,  together  with  other  public  property,  and  hoisted  the 
American  flag. 

May  12th  the  Iroquois,  with  other  gunboats,  anchored  off  Natchez, 
the  surrender  of  which  was  also  demanded  by  Commander  Palmer^ 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  at  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Roage, 
that  is,  the  rights  and  property  of  peaceable  citizens  should  be  re- 
spected, all  property  of  the  rebel  government  should  be  given  up, 
and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  should  wave  over  the  city  unmolested 
and  respected.  Although  Commander  Palmer  deferred  taking  pos- 
session of  Natchez — the  place  having  never  been  occupied  as  a 
military  position  nor  the  insurgent  flag  hoisted  oflScially  over  it — yet 
the  town  was  virtually  surrendered,  and  the  mayor  issued  his  procla- 
mation enjoining  the  citizens  to  preserve  good  order  and  commit  do 
act  to  provoke  the  displeasure  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding  the  advance  of  the  squadron, 
arrived  near  Vicksburg  May  18,  and,  under  orders  from  Flag-Officer 
Farragut  and  Major  General  Butler,  demanded  the  surrendet  of  the 
place  and  its  defences  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  United  States, 
under  which  private  property  and  personal  rights  would  be  respected. 
The  demand  was  peremptorily  and  defiantly  declined  by  both  the 
civil  and  military  authorities  present,  and  Commander  Lee  asked  the 
removal  of  the  women  and  children  beyond  the  reach  of  harm,  so 
that  it  might  be  at  his  option  to  fire  or  not  fire,  as  he  thought  proper, 
upon  the  defences  of  the  town,  without  causing  the  loss  of  inno- 
cent life. 

Rear  Admiral  Farragut  arrived  a  few  days  afterwards,  accompanied 
by  a  column  of  troops,  under  General  Williams.  Subsequently  an 
additional  naval  and  military  force,  including  the  mortar  flotilla,  was 
brought  up,  and  preparations  were  made  for  passing  and  attacking 
the  batteries.  These  batteries  were  placed  upon  the  heights  of 
Vicksburg,  scarcely  within  the  reach  of  the  guns  of  the  squadron, 
and  were  supported  by  a  large  army  in  the  rear. 

On  the  28th  June  the  mortar  vessels  commenced  the  bombardment. 
The  batteries  were  silenced  by  the  combined  fire  of  the  squadron 
and  flotilla  at  times;  but  there  being  an  insufficient  land  force  to 
co-operate,  after  the  steamers  passed,  the  insurgents  returned  to 
their  guns. 

Returning,  Flag-Officer  Farragut  reached  New  Orleans  July  28th, 
and,  leaving  an  adequate  force  at  that  place  and  Baton  Rouge, 
sailed  again,  the  11th  of  August,  for  Ship  island  and  Pensacola. 
The  latter  place  having  been  evacuated  by  the  rebels,  it  has  been 
made  the  depot  of  the  Western  Gulf  squadron.  The  destruction  at 
and  about  the  navy  yard,  which  the  insurgents  seized  during  the  late 
administration,  has  been  very  great.   Some  few  of  the  buildings  remain 
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uninjured,  and  the  advantages  of  the  place  for  a  depot  were  superior 
to  those  of  Ship  island,  which  had  for  some  time  previous  been  used 
for  that  purpose. 

While  the  Essex,  Kineo,  Katahden,  and  Sumpter  were  lying  off 
Baton  Rouge,  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  by  the  insurgents,  August 
5th,  on  the  command  of  General  Williams,  occupying  that  place,  and 
its  recapture  attempted  by  a  largely  superior  force,  led  by  General 
Breckinridge,  late  Vice-President.  The  gunboats  were  immediately 
placed  in  position  to  give  assistance,  if  required.  The  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  forces  were  such  that  the  gunboats  could  not,  with  safety, 
be  made  available  to  our  troops  until  late  in  the  day,  when  they 
poured  a  fire  into  the  rebels'  left  wing  which  caused  them  to  with- 
draw in  haste  and  fall  back  several  miles. 

A  r  simultaneous  attack,  by  land  and  water,  appears  to  have  been 
the  ^esigi^  of  the  enemy.  The  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  which  was  to 
have  taken  part  in  it,  remained  a  short  distance  above  Baton  Rouge, 
and  the  next  morning  the  Essex  proceeded  up  the  river  and  en- 
countered her,  and  after  a  short  engagement  the  Arkansas  was 
abandoned  and  blew  up. 

GAPTUBB  OF  GALVESTON  AND  OTHBB  POINTS  IN  TEXAS. 

About  the  middle  of  September  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W. 
Kittredg^,  commanding  the  United  States  bark  Arthur,  was  sent, 
with  his  own  vessel  and  the  steamer  Sachem,  by  Rear  Admiral  Far- 
ragut,  to  take  possession  of  Corpus  Christi  and  the  adjacent  waters. 
He  succeeded  well,  and  made  several  captures,  and  compelled  the 
rebels  to  burn  many  vessels.  Subsequently,  however,  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Kittredge,  while  on  shore,  was,  with  his  boat's  crew,  sur- 
prised and  captured. 

A  little  later  Acting  Master  Francis  Crocker  commanding  the 
steamer  Kensington,  with  that  vessel  and  the  schooners  Rachel  Sea- 
man and  Henry  Janes,  captured  the  defences  of  Sabine  Qty,  and 
took  possession  thereof.  Acting  Master  Crocker  then  proceeded  on 
an  expedition  to  Calcasieu  lake  and  river,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
and  destroying  several  vessels  bf  the  enemy  engaged  in  violating  the 
blockade. 

On  the  4th  of  October  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Westfield,  with  that  vessel,  the  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco, 
and  Clifton,  captured  the  defences  of  the  harbor  and  city  of  Galves- 
ton, there  having  been  only  a  feeble  resistance. 

Our  vessels  and  transports  passing  up  and  down  the  Mississippi 
have  been  annoyed  by  frequent  attacks  from  guerillas  and  concealed 
batteries.  In  many  instances  these  attacks  have  been  made  from 
villages,  the  parties  engaged  in  them  presuming  that  the  fire  would 
not  be  returned  to  endanger  innocent  life.  To  check  the  practice 
it  has  been  necessary,  after  giving  due  notice,  to  fire  upon  and  de- 
stroy, to  some  extent,  the  towns  from  which  the  attacks  were  made. 
This  was  a  punishment  hf  no  means  consistent  with  the  feelings  of 
those  inflicting  it,  but  one  that  necessity  demanded.    Natchez,  Grand 

VOL.  Ill- 
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Gulf,  and  DoDaldsonville  have  been  Bubjected  to  it.  It  ib  not  map* 
propriate  to  mention  in  this  connexion  that  the  service  has  recently 
suffered  the  loss  of  a  most  promising  and  gallant  young  officer,  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  H.  Swasey,  of  the  gunboat  Sciota,  who  was  killed  on 
the  4th  of  October  last,  by  a  shot  from  a  concealed  battery  near 
Donaldsonville,  Louisiana.  Lieutenant  Swa«ey  had  served  with  dis- 
tinction as  executive  officer  of  the  Varuna,  in  the  battles  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, through  which  he  escaped  withput  injury,  but  to  lose  his 
life  a  few  months  later  by  the  fire  of  a  hidden  enemy. 

WESTEBN  FLOTILLA. 

When  Flag-Officer  Foote  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  assumed  command  of  the  western  flotilla,  the  forces 
consisted  of  three  wooden  vessels  in  commission,  which  had  been 

Eurchased,  equipped,  and  armed  as  gunboats,  by  Commander  John 
lodgers  ;  and  there  were  nine  iron -clad  gunboats  and  thirty-eight 
mortar  boats  in  course  of  construction. 

The  service  was  anomalous  in  its  character,  and  there  was  with 
many  great  incredulity  as  to  the  utility  and  practicability  of  gun- 
boats in  carrying  on  hostilities  on  the  rivers^  where  it  was  believed 
batteries  on  the  banks  could  prevent  their  passage.  There  were 
also  embarrassments  for  want  of  funds  and  of  material  for  naval  pur- 
poses, there  being  no  navy  yard  or  naval  depot  on  the  western 
waters.  All  these  difficulties  were  met  and  surmounted  by  the  ener- 
getic and  efficient  officer  to  whom  the  duty  was  intrusted,  whose  per- 
severance and  courage  in  overcoming  the  obstacles  that  impeded 
and  retarded  his  operations  in  creating  a  river  navy  were  scarcely 
surpassed  by  the  heroic  qualities  displayed  in  subsequent  well-fought 
•actions  on  the  decks  of  the  gunboats  he  had,  under  so  many  dis- 
couragements, prepared. 

«     OAPTUBB  OF  FOBTS  HENBY,  DONELSON,  AC. 

It  having  been  ascertained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  that  the 
stage  of  water  in  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  was  favora- 
ble for  active  operations,  Flag-Officer  Foote,  as  soon  as  four  of  the 
iron-clad  boats  were  ready,  urged  prompt  action,  and  proposed  to 
General  Grant,  commanding  at  Cairo,  a  joint  attack  on  Fort  Henry. 
That  officer,  though  preferring  a  movement  on  the  Cumberland  and 
an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  yielded  to  the  proposition  of  the  naval 
commander  on  procuring  the  assent  of  General  Halleck. 

Fort  Henry  was  captured  on  the  6th  of  February.-  The  attacking 
force  consisted  of  the  iron-clad  gunboats  Benton,  (flag-ship,)  Com- 
mander R.  N.  Stemble  ;  Essex,  Commander  W.  I).  Porter;  Caron- 
delet,  Commander  Henry  Walke,  and  St-^Louis,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Leonard  Paalding,  forming  the  first  division;  and  the  wooden 
gunboats  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps;  Tyler, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  William  Qwinfi,  and  the  Lexington,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  J.  W.  Shirk,  forming  the  second  division,  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  astern  of  the  first. 
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The  firing  was  commenced  at  1, 700  yards  distant  by  the  flag-ship, 
the  others  following  iA  succession,  and  continued  while  the  fleet 
■teamed  slowly  to  within  600  yards  of  the  fort.  After  a  closely-con- 
tested action  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter  the  colors  of  the  fort  lowered; 
the  flag  of  the  Union  was  substituted  for  the  emblem  of  secession; 
General  Tilghman,  his  staff  and  sixty  or  seventy  of  his  men  were  re- 
ceived as  prisoners^  together  with  a  hospital  ship  containing  sixty  in- 
valids, the  fort  and  its  effects,  20  guns,  mostly  of  heavy  calibre,  and 
barracks  and  tents  capable  of  accommodating  quite  an  army,  which 
were  turned  over  to  General  Grant,  on  his  arrival  an  hour  afterwards, 
with  the  forces  under  his  command.  The  joint  attack  was  to  have  been 
made,  by  land  and  water  on  the  enemy^s  work,  but  was  frustrated  by 
the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  which  delayed  the  army  and  deprived 
it  of  the  pleasure  as  well  as  the  glory  of  participating  in  the  capture 
of  Port  Henry, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  on  an  order  previously  given,  pro- 
ceeded with  the  three  gunboats  up  the  Tennessee  river.  He  ascended 
as  far  as  Florence,  Alabama,  the  foot  of  the  muscle  shoals.  This  ex- 
pedition was  fruitfol  in  important  results.  Several  prizes  were  taken — 
one  of  them,  the  fine  steamer  Eastport,  in  the  act  of  being  converted 
into  a  gunboat.  Large  quantities  of  stores  were  captured,  and  the  in- 
surgents were  lavish  in  destroying  others  to  prevent  them  falling  into 
our  hands  ;  they  also  destroyed  many  of  their  vessels.  This  sudden 
penetration  to  the  very  heart  of  the  insurgents'  country  was  doubtless 
as  unexpected  as  it  was  alarming  and  disastrous  to  them. 

From  Fort  Henry,  the  field  of  his  late  success,  Flag-Officer  Foote 
proceeded  with  his  flotilla  to  the  Cumberland  river  to  make  an  attack 
upon  Fort  Donelaon.  On  the  14th  of  February,  with  four  iron-clads 
and  two  wooden  gunboats,  he  engaged  that  fort  and  its  adjacent  water 
batteries.  With  his  reduced  force  he  had  to  contend  against  more 
vigorous  works  than  he  had  met  on  the  6th  at  Fort  Henry.  After  a 
severe  fight  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  he  was  seriously 
wounded,  and  when  Jie  was  on  the  point  of  enfilading  the  fort,  and 
the  rebel  fire  had  materially  slackened,  two  of  the  gunboats  were 
disabled  in  their  steering  apparatus,  and  the  remaining  boats  retired 
for  the  night.  The  rebels  were  so  greatly  demoralized  that  they  could 
not  be  brought  into  effective  action  on  the  following  day,  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  insurgents  fuid  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Donelson  to  the  army  the  next  morning. 

With  two  gunboats  Flag-Officer  Foote  proceeded  up  the  Cumber- 
land on  the  19th  of  February,  and  seized  Clarksville  and  the  three 
forts  which  defended  the  city  and  river,  and  issued  a  proclamation 
to  the  inhabitants. 

In  view  of  the  panic  which  pervaded  not  only  Clarksville,  but  the 
rebel  army,  which  were  fleeing  to  Nashville,  Flag-Officer  Foote 
pressed  upon  (General  Grant  an  immediate  pursuit,  with  four  thou- 
sand troops,  to  that  place.  Orders  were  received,  however,  from 
the  general-in-chief  of  the  western  department  prohibiting  the  gun- 
boats from  proceeding  higher  up  than  Clarksville. 

In  conseqaence  of  these  orders  the  flag-officer  returned  to  Cairo 


20  REPORT   OP  THE  SECRETARY   OP    THE  NAVY. 

and  only  two  gunboats  were  with  the  army  when  possession  was  taken 
of  Nashville  on  the  27th  of  February. 

The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  are  the  thoroughfares  and 
outlets  of  a  rich  agricultural  region,  and  the  elaborate  fortifications 
which  had  been  erected  and  garrisoned  with  a  view  of  controlling 
the  navigation  indicate  the  importance  with  which  the  insurgents 
regarded  them.  The  rapid  clearance  of  both  t^se  rivers,  and  the 
formidable  character  of  the  gunboats,  which  became  at  once  a  power 
and  a  terror  on  the  western  waters,  disconcerted  and  dismayed  the 
rebels.  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  with  Nashville  and  Clarksville, 
and  other  places,  having  fallen,  the  insurgents  became  alarmed  in 
their  stronghold  at  Columbus,  on  the  Mississippi,  lest  the  possession 
of  those  places  should  cut  off  their  communications  with  the  rebel 
army. 

OPERATIONS  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

On  the  4th  of  March  a  force  of  gunboats,  with  transports  conveying 
troops,  moved  upon  Columbus,  but  an  armed  reconnoissance  of  the 
2d  had  so  alarmed  the  garrison  as  to  cause  the  place  to  be  evacuated 
without  delay;  and  when  our  forces  landed,  the  forts,  though  of  great 
strength,  were  unoccupied. 

Keeping  in  view  the  purpose  of  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  Flag-Officer  Foote  left  Cairo  on  the  14th  of  March  with  seven 
iron-clads  and  ten  mortar  boats,  and  having  been  joined  by  Colonel 
Buford  with  fifteen  hundred  troops,  at  Columbus,  moved  down  and 
took  possession  of  Hickman.  Arriving  the  next  day  in  the  vicinity 
of  Island  No.  10,  the  mortar  vessels,  in  charge  of  Captain  Maynadier, 
of  the  army,  were  placed  in  position  and  shelled  out  several  encamp- 
ments. 

A  siege  of  twenty-three  days  took  place,  during  which  a  canal 
was  cut  to  admit  the  light  transports  to  reach  the  army  of  General 
Pope,  at  New  Madrid,  below  No.  10,  and  enable  him  to  cross  to  the 
Tennessee  shore.  The  guns  at  No.  1  battery  were  spiked,  and  the 
pelican  dock,  or  New  Orleans  floating  battery,  was  shelled  out  of  the 
channel  that  two  of  the  gunboats  might  run  the  blockade  and  get 
past,  as  they  did  at  night  in  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  under  a  tremen* 
dous  fire  from  forty-seven  guns,  aided  by  infantry.  Several  batteries, 
erected  to  prevent  the  army  of  General  Pope  from  crossing,  were  de- 
molished  by  these  two  gunboats,  and  the  landing  was  effected.  This 
result  being  accomplished  after  persistent  and  severe  struggles  and 
conflicts,  the  rebel  commander  became  convinced  that  he  couldnotavoid 
defeat  from  a  combined  assault,  and  therefore,  on  the  Tth  of  April, 
surrendered  Island  No.  10  to  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces. 
Thus  it  would  appear  that  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  and  Island 
No.  10  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  the  army  except  from  the  command  of 
Colonel  Buford,  which,  at  the  latter  place,  co-operated  with  the  navy. 
There  were  eleven  batteries  on  the  island  and  adjacent  shores, 
mounting  upwards  of  seventy-five  guns,  from  32  to  100  pounders. 

One  rebel  gunboat,  four  transports,  and  immense  munitions  of  war 
and  many  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands  by  this  important  capture. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  first  great  duty  enjoined  upon  him,  that  of  re- 
opening the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  Flag-Officer  Foote  pro- 
ceeded to  the  vicinity  of  Port  Pillow.  Arriving  on  the  12th  of  April, 
he  was  on  the  next  day  joined  by  General  Pope  and  his  army. 

Arrangements  were  promptly  made  by  the  two  commanders  for  an 
immediate  combined  attack  upon  the  fortifications,  with  every  confi- 
dence of  success;  but  just  upon  the  point  of  execution,  an  order  from 
General  Halleck  for  the  army  to  re -enforce  him  at  Corinth  frustrated 
the  well-matured  plans  that  had  been  made. 

Plag-Officer  Foote,  suffering  from  the  long-neglected  wound  he  re- 
ceived at  Port  Donelson,  was,  on  the  9th  of  May,. relieved  by  the 
department,  on  the  advice  of  the  surgeons,  of  the  command  of  the 
flotilla,  which  was  transferred  to  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis. 

OAPTUBB  OP  PORT  PILLOW  AKD  MEMPHIS. 

The  latter  was  scarcely  introduced  to  his  command  before  he  had 
vigorous  work  to  perform.*  On  the  11th  of  May  an  attack,  for  which 
the  rebel  fleet  lying  below  Port  Pillow  had  been  long  preparing,  was 
made  upon  the  flotilla.  This  fleet  of  eight  iron-clad  steamers,  four 
of  them  fitted  as  rams,  steamed  up  fully  prepared  for  an  engagement, 
and  the  flotilla  was  quickly  in  motion  to  receive  them.  An  action  of 
an  hour  at  the  closest  quarters  followed,  at  the  end  of  which  the  ene- 
my retreated  under  the  guns  of  Port  Pillow,  three  of  their  gunboats 
having  been  disabled. 

The  flotilla  occupied  a  nearer  position  to  Port  Pillow  after  this  en- 
gagement, and  the  ram  fleet  under  Colonel  Ellett  joined  Plag-Officer 
Davis,  and  on  the  6th  of  June  Port  Pillow  was  abandoned. 

The  flotilla  moved  down  the  river,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  an- 
chored a  mile  and  a  half  above  Memphis.  The  next  morning  the  rebel 
fleet  of  eight  gunboats  and  rams  was  di£iTx)vered  opposite  the  city. 
The  flotilla  came  up  with  and  engaged  thpm.  The  ram  fleet  pressed 
into  action  under  full  steam,  the  guqboat«  in  the  meantime  keepine 
up  a  continuous  and  well-directed  fire.  The  rebel  gunboats  Genercd 
Beauregard  and  Little  Rebel  blew  up,  and  the  Queen  of  the  West, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Ellett  in  person,  encountered  the  General 
Lovell  and  sunk  her.  A  running  fight  followed,  carrying  the  vessels 
several  miles  below  Memphis,  and  resulting  in  the  capture  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  entire  rebel  fleet,  except  the  Van  Dom,  which  succeeded 
in  escaping.  Our  loss  was  trifling.  The  rebels  suffered  severely 
from  the  exploding  and  sinking  of  their  vessels. 

At  the  close  of  the  engagement  Plag-Officer  Davis  returned  to  Mem- 
phis and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  city,  which  was  complied 
with,  Colonel  Pitch  arriving  at  12  o'clock  from  Fort  Pillow  and  taking 
military  possession. 

On  the  29th  of  June  Flag-Officer  Davis  left  Memphis  with  a  part 
of  his  flotilla  and  six  mortar  boats,  and  the  2d  of  July  following 
joined  Rear  Admiral  Farragut  above  Vicksburg,  the  latter  officer, 
with  a  portion  of  his  squadron,  having  arrived  there  a  fetv^  days 
previous.     Demonstrations  were  continued  by  the  combined  squad- 
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rons,  at  intervals,  on  the  defences  of  Vicksburg,  for  some  days,  the 
mortar  vessels  of  each  squadron  bombarding  from  both  above  and  below* 

An  expedition  was  sent,  on  the  15th  of  July,  to  procure  informa- 
tion respecting  the  obstructions  and  defences  of  the  Yazoo,  but  the 
river  was  scarcely  entered  when  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Arkansas^ 
was  encountered,   coming   down.    After  a  severe   fight  with   the 
Carondelet  and  Tyler,  in  which  they  were  partially  disabled,  the 
Arkansas  entered  the  Mississippi,  passed  the  fleets  of  Farragut  and 
Davis,  and  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  at  Yicksburg.    An  at- 
tempt to  destroy  her,  under  the  guns  of  the  battery,  did  not  succeed. 
'  There  not  being  a  sufficient  military  force  to  co-operate  in  the 
reduction  of  Yicksburg,  the  scheme  was  for  the  time  abandoned,  and, 
late  in  July,  Flag-OfiScer  Davis  withdrew  his  command  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo.     In  August  a  joint  expedition  was  planned  between 
Flag- Officer  Davis  and  General  Curtis  for  operations  up  the  Yazoo, 
which  was  entirely  successful,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  a  battery 
of  heavy  guns,  field-pieces,  munitions  of  war,  Ac. 

June  13th  a  detachment  from  the  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  A.  H.  Kelty,  with  the  46th  Indiana  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Fitch,  left  Memphis  for  White  river,  their  object  being  to 
form  a  junction  with  General  Curtis. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  they  arrived  at  the  rebel  fortifications 
near  St.  Charles,  Arkansas,  upon  which  an  attack  was  commenced 
by  the  gunboats,  whilst  Colonel  Fitch  landed  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
saulting the  rear.  The  enemy's  first  battery  was  corned  by  the 
gunboats,  and  Colonel  Fitch  gallantly  charged  the  second  battery, 
and  carried  it  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

The  Mound  City,  in  the  lead,  was  damaged  by  a  shot  which  en- 
tered and  exploded  in  her  steam  drum,  killing  and  wounding  a  large 
portion  of  her  officers  and  men. 

The  gunboats  Tyler,  Lieut.  Com'g  Gwinn,  and  Lexington,  Lieut. 
Gom'g  James  W.  Shirk,  of  the  western  flotilla,  have  been  most  ac- 
tively and  usefully  employed  on  the  Tennessee  river.  They  have 
generally  preceded  the  march  of  our  army  southward  on  the  line  of 
that  river,  convoying  the  transports,  clearing  the  banks  of  rebel  bat- 
teries, and  frustrating  attempts  of  the  insurgents  to  fortify.  Fre- 
quently under  fire,  and  affording  protection  to  loyal  citizens  and  their 
property  within  their  reach,  these  gunboats  have  made  a  lasting  record 
of  their  services  by  their  participation  in  the  battle  of  Sbiloh,  or 
Pittsburg  Landing.  Finding  our  army  forced  back  towards  the  river 
by  overwhelming  numbers,  those  two  vessels  selected  convenient 
positions  for  shelling  the  rebels,  and  from  3  to  6  p.  m.  were  throw- 
ing shot  and  shell  into  their  ranks  with  effect.  The  Tyler  alone,  on 
this  occasion,  discharged  188  shells. 

VESSELS  ON  FOREIGN  SERVICE. 

Commodore  Montgomery  was  relieved  by  Commodore  Charles  H. 
Bell,  in  the  command  of  the  squadron  on  the  Pacific  station,  on  the 
2d  of  January  last.  The  vessels  composing  the  squadron  are  the 
steam  sloops  Lancaster,  (flag- ship,)  Saranac,  Wyoming,  and  Narra- 
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'ganeet,  and  sloopa-of-war  Cyane  and  St  Mary's.  In  June  the  Wy- 
oming was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  East  Indies.  The  several 
vessels  have  frequently  visited  the  principal  Mexican  and  South 
American  ports  in  the  Pacific,  and  onr  commerce  and  citizens  have 
received  from  them  all  required  protection. 

The  steam  sloop  Wyoming  is  at  present  the  only  United  States 
vessel-of-war  on  the  East  India  station,  though  t^  sloop  Jamestown 
is  on  ner  way  thither.  No  information  of  the  disturbance  of  our 
commerce  by  piratical  vessels  or  privateers  in  the  East  Indian  waters 
has  been  received. 

The  sloop-of-war  Constellation,  Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  has 
been  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean  since  last  spring.  She  has  vis- 
ited some  of  the  commercial  ports  of  the  Levant,  and  her  presence 
has,  doubtless,  been  conducive  of  good  results.  No  disturbance  of 
our  commerce  has  occurred  in  that  quarter. 

The  small  steamer  Pulaski  has  been  the  only  vessel  on  the  Brazil 
station  during  the  year,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  nothing  hcus 
arisen  requiring  the  presence  of  an  additional  force,  either  to  secure 
the  rights  of  our  citizens  and  the  safety  and  protection  of  our  com- 
merce,  both  of  which  have  been  respected  and  protected. 

The  Saratoga  has  been  the  only  vessel  on  the  African  station. 

The  Tuscarora  for  some  time  watched  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville 
at  Southampton,  and  then  blockaded  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar.  She 
was  relieved  in  the  latter  duty  by  the  Kearsarge,  and  endeavored  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  290.    She  is  now  in  pursuit  of  this  pirate. 

The  St.  Louis  has  been  cruising  from  the  Azores  to  the  coast  of 
Portugal  and  Spain,  and  is  also  in  search  of  the  29Q,  or  Alabama. 

The  Chippewa  has  been  sent  to  relieve  the  Kearsarge  in  blockading 
the  Sumter,  and  the  latter  vessel,  at  last  advices,  was  also  in  pursuit 
of  the  290. 

The  Yanderbilt,  the  San  Jacinto,  the  Mohican,  the  Sabine,  the  Da- 
cotah,  the  Onward,  and  the  Ino  are  severally  cruising  to  protect  our 
commerce,  and  have  specially  in  view  the  capture  of  the  200,  or  any 
piratical  cruiser* 

ParVATESBS. 

The  rebel  armed  steamer  Sumter,  which,  after  committing  depre- 
dations, was,  at  the  date  of  my  last  report,  fleeing  to  escape  our 
cruisers,  crossed  the  Atlantic.  She  was  tracked  to  Gibraltar,  where 
she  has  since  remained,  one  of  our  cruisers  vigilantly  guarding  her 
from  Algeciras.  With  this  exception,  no  other  armed  vessel  has 
plundered  our  commerce  or  inflicted  injury  on  our  countrymen  until 
within  a  recent  period,  when  a  steamer  known  as  290,  or  Ala- 
bama, built  and  fitted  out  in  England — a  vessel  that  had  not  been 
in  any  port  or  visited  any  waters  but  those  of  Great  Britain — went 
forth  from  the  shores  of  that  country  ravaging,  sinking,  burning,  and 
destroying  the  property  of  our  merchants  who,  knowing  our  peaceful 
relations  with  England,  and  uninformed  that  such  a  cruiser  had  been 
permitted  to  leave  Great  Britain,  were  unprepared  for  such  assault 
and  devastation. 


24       BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECBETABT  OF  THE  NAYT. 

•  ■ 

How  far  and  to  what  results  this  abuse  may  be  carried  with  impu- 
nity to  the  government  which  tolerates  it  is  matter  of  grave  con* 
sideration.  The  piratical  privateer  290,  or  Alabama,  has  no  reg- 
ister nor  record,  no  regular  ship's  papers  nor  evidence  of  transfer, 
and  no  vessel  captured  by  her  has  ever  been  sent  into  any  port  for 
adjudication  and  condemimtion.  All  forms  of  law  which  civilization 
has  introduced  to  protect  and  guard  private  rights,  and  all  those  reg- 
ulations of  public  justice  which  distinguish  and  discriminate  the  le- 
galized naval  vessel  from  the  pirate,  are  disregarded  and  violated  by 
this  lawless  rover  which,  though  built  in  and  sailing  from  England, 
has  no  acknowledged  flag  or  recognized  nationality,  nor  any  accessible 
port  to  which  to  send  any  ship  she  may  seize,  nor  any  legal  tribunal 
to  adjudge  her  captures.  Under  the  English  flag,  in  which  they  con- 
fided, and  by  the  torch  of  the  incendiary,  appealing  to  their  hu- 
manity, our  merchantmen  have  been  lured  to  destruction. 

She  was  built  and  fitted  out  in  British  ports  in  fiagrant  violation  of 
British  law  and  of  the  royal  proclamation  of  neutr^ity,  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  her  crew  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
British  subjects,  or  persons  who,  pursuing  a  lawful  voyage,  would  be 
entitled  to  ship  and  receive  protection  as  British  seamen. 

Before  this  piratical  cruiser  left  Great  Britain  the  authorities  of 
that  country  were  informed  by  the  recognized  official  agents  of  this 
government  of  her  character  and  purposes.  The  British  government, 
thus  invoked,  came  too  late  to  prevent  her  sailing.  To  what  extent, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  is  bound 
in  honor  and  justice  to  make  indemnification  for  the  destruction  of 
private  property  which  this  lawless  vessel  may  perpetrate,  is  a  ques- 
tion that  may  present  itself  for  disposal.  It  is  sJluded  to  now  and 
here,  not  only  from  a  sense  of  duty  towards  our  commercial  interests 
and  rights,  but  also  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  recent  intelligence  in- 
dicates that  still  other  vessels  of  a  similar  character  are  being  fitted 
out  in  British  ports  to  depredate  upon  our  commerce. 

Our  own  cruisers  not  being  permitted  to  remain  in  British  ports  to 
guard  against  these  outrages,  nor  to  coal  while  cruising,  nor  to  repair 
damages  in  their  harbors  when  injuries  are  sustained,  the  arrest  of 
them  is  difficult  and  attended  with  great  uncertainty.  This  depart- 
ment has  despatched  vessels  to  eflect  the  capture  of  the  Alabama, 
and  there  is  now  quite  a  fleet  on  the  ocean  engaged  in  pursuing  hen 

•THE  NAVAL  FORCE. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties  as  the 
head  of  this  department,  in  March,  1861,  there  were  but  42  ves- 
sels in  commission,  and,  as  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  but  76 
vessels  then  attached  to  the  navy  have  been  made  available.  Most 
of  those  in  commission  were  abroad,  and  of  the  7, 600  seamen  in  the 
pay  of  the  government,  there  were  on  the  10th  of  March,  1861,  but 
207  men  in  all  the  ports  and  receiving  ships  on  the  Atlantic  coast  to 
man  our  ships  and  protect  the  navy  yards  and  depots,  or  to  aid  in  sup- 
pressing the  rising  insurrection. 
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Neither  the  expinDg  administration,  nor  Congress,  which  had  been 
in  session  until  the  4th  of  March,  had  taken  measures  to  increase  or 
strengthen  our  naval  power,  notwithstanding  the  lowering  aspect  of 
our  public  affairs;  so  that  when  a  few  weeks  after  the  inauguration  I 
desired  troops  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property  at  Norfolk  and 
Annapolis,  or  sailors  to  man  and  remove  the  vessels,  neither  soldiers 
nor  sailors  could  be  procured.  There  were  no  men  to  man  our  ships, 
nor  were  the  few  ships  at  our  ;fards  in  a  condition  to  be  put  into 
immediate  service. 

The  proclamation  of  April  placing  our  entire  coast  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Bio  Grande  under  blockade  found  us  with 
a  naval  force,  even  were  every  vessel  on  our  coast,  inadequate  to  the 
work  required. 

I  have  in  my  former  reports  at  the  special  session  in  July,  1861, 
and  in  December  last,  made  full  exposition  of  the  steps  which  were 
promptly  taken  to  recall  our  foreign  squadrons  and  the  progress 
which  had  been  made  in  augmenting  our  navy  by  repairing  and 
fitting,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  every  available  vessel  owned 
by  the  government,  by  purchasing  such  others  as  could  be  made 
speedily  useful  in  guarding  our  shallow  and  peculiar  coast,  tod  by 
rapidly  constructing  as  many  steamers  as  could  be  built  at  our  navy 
yards,  and  employing,  to  the  extent  that  we  could  procure  materials, 
engines,  and  machinery,  the  resources  of  the  country  in  adding  others 
from  private  ship  yards.  The  result  is,  that  we  have  at  this  time  afloat  or 
progressing  to  rapid  completion  a  naval  force  consisting  of  427  vessels, 
there  having  been  added  to  those  of  the  old  navy  enumerated  in  my  re- 
port of  July,  1861,  exclusive  of  those  that  were  lost,  353  vessels,  armed  in 
the  aggregate  with  1,577  guns,  and  of  the  capacity  of  240,028  toils. 

The  annals  of  the  world  do  not  show  so  great  an  increase  in  so 
brief  a  period  to  the  naval  power  of  any  country.  It  affords  me  satis- 
faction to  state  that  the  acquisitions  made  to  the  navy  from  the  com- 
mercial marine  have  proved  to  be  of  an  excellent  character,  and 
though  these  vessels  were  not  built  for  war  purposes,  and  conse- 
quently have  not  the  strength  of  war  vessels,  they  have  performed 
all  the  service  that  was  expected  of  them.  No  equal  amount  of  ton- 
nage was  ever  procured  for  any  service  at  prices  correspondingly  ^ 
low,  and  with  so  little  disturbance  to  the  commercial  community; 
and  no  vessels  were  ever  constructed  on  better  terms  for  the  govern- 
ment, or  have  better  subserved  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
designed,  than  the  twenty-three  gunboats  for  which  the  department 
contracted  on  its  own  responsibility  at  tjie  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties, without  waiting  for  the  action  of  Congress.  In  no  respect, 
during  this  war,  has  the  government  been  better  or  more  economic 
cally  and  faithfully  served  than  in  the  additions  that  have  been  made 
by  construction  and  purchase  to  the  navy. 

In  order  that  the  actual  condition  of  the  navy,  past  and  present, 
from  March  4,  1861,  to  November,  1862,  and  the  expaq^ion  which 
has  been  made,  may  be  seen,  I  present  a  tabular  statement  of  the 
number  of  vessels,  and  the  aggregate  of  their  armament  and  tonnage, 
with  a  detail  account  of  the  losses  that  have  occurred  since  my  last 
annual  report. 


26 


SEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETABY  OF   THE  NAYT. 


NAVAL  FORCE  AT  DATE  OF  THE  LAST  ANNUAL  BEPOBT. 


Description. 

Number. 

Gmis. 

Tons. 

• 

Old  DAVY. .................................... 

76 

136 

62 

1,783 
618 
256 

105.271 

Farchased  vessels........  ...................... 

71.297 

New  vessels,  completed  and  under  constraction.... 

41,448 

Total..... 

264 

2,667 

218.016 

PRESENT  NAVAL  FORCE. 


Descriptioii. 

Number. 

Quns. 

Tons. 

Old  navy  .•••......•••••••••..•....•••.•.••.. 

74 

180 

50 

123 

1,691 

688 
230 
659 

100.  COS 

Farchased  vessels.. ..........i. .••..•..••••  •••. 

86,910 

Transferred  from  War  and  Treasury  Departments.. 
New  vessels,  completed  and  under  construction.... 

32, 828 
120, 290 

Total 

427 

3, 268 

340. 036 

Increase  since  last  renorted. ............ 

163 

711 

122,020 

LOSSES  BT  SHIPWRECK  AND  IN  BATTLE. 


Name. 

Class. 

Ouns. 

Tonnage. 

Remarks. 

B.  B.  Forbes 

Congress 

Cumberland  •••••• 

Steamer  .....••. 

Frigate 

Sloop  ••..•••••. 

3 

60 

24 
4 

3 

9 
8 

2 

9 
3 
2 

329 

1,867 

1,726 
323 

178 

1,800 
246 

123 

1,240 
177 
40C 

Wrecked  February,  1862,  ooagt  of 

North  Carolina. 
In  action  with  Merrimack,  March 

8,  1862. 
Do. 

Whitehall 

M.  J.  Carlton 

H  Vamna. •••••••.. 

Steamer 

Mortar  schooner. 

Steamer 

Mortar  schooner. 

Steamer  •..••••• 

Screw  sloop..... 

Steamer 

Steam  Ram 

At  Old  Point,  Mar  9, 1862,  by  fire. 

Attack  on  Forts  Jackson  and  Si. 
PhUip,  April  19,  1862. 

In  action  with  rebel  gimboats  be- 
low NewOrleans,  April  24, 1862. 

Grounded  below  Vicksburg  and 
burnt  to  prevent  fidling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.* 

Grounded  in  Appomattox  river 
June.  1  .  and  burned  to  pre- 
Y                 Into  the  lutfidB  of 

■itt 

Sidney  0.  Jones .. 
Island  Belle 

Adirondack.  •••.. 
Henry  Andrew •••• 
Sumter  ....-r.«««r 

112 

7  « 
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ADDED  SINCi:  FOURTH  OF  MARCH,  EIGHTEEN  HUNIKKED  AND  8IXTT-0NE. 

{Exduticet/tfumlod.) 

No.  of  vessels. 

Ouns. 

Tons. 

Bv  DQTchase .............................. 

180 

60 

123 

688 
230 
669 

86,910 

By  transfer ^.. 

By  cpngtnintion  ....,......_.......-,...,.,. 

32, 828 
120, 290 

363 

1,677 

240, 028 

ADDED  BY  CONSTRUCTION. 

DeKription. 

No.  of  vessels. 

• 
Guns. 

Tons. 

Second  class  screw  slooiNhof- war. ............ 

13 
27 
39 
12 
32 

116 

108 

296 

66 

74 

16,396 

Screw  gunboats  ............................ 

14, 033 
36, 337 

^de-wheel  gunboats....................... 

Armored  wooden  vessels  ................... 

20,893 
32; 631 

Armored  iron  vessels... .....•••. ........... 

123 

669 

120, 290 

IRON-CLAD  NAVY. 

Description. 

No.  of  vessels. 

Guns. 

Tons. 

Seaboard. 
Armonyl  wooden  ▼e*wls. ...,«•.....•....... 

8 
20 

4 

10 
12 

66 
42 

9   . 

122 
32 

19,006 

Amend  iron  vessels. ....•••.......••.•••.. 

22,611 

fwttUm  rttwrt. 
Armored  wooden  vessels................ .... 

1,888 

Armored  wooden  vessels,  (transferred  from  War 
Deoartment)............. ......  ......... 

6,284 

Armored  iron  vessels....................... 

10, 020 

64 

261 

69, 808 

NAVY  ON  WESTERN  WATERS 

• 

Description. 

No.  of  vessels. 

Guns. 

Tons. 

£6 
18 
10 
A 
13 

261 

79 

2 

24 

18 

69, 808 

Wooden  irnnboats  ............. •....••«4>^-^> 

6,380 

TransDorts  and  ordnance  steamers  ...na-ftftw.^ 

9,000 

Bams ................................ .... 

11,200 

Armed  tam  ••.••...«....•.«...••««•.«••.• 

660 

* 

72 

879 

87»088 

1 
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When  the  vesselfl  now  under  constraction  are  completed,  the  navy  will  con« 
8i8t  of — 

SAnJNG  VESSELS. 


Description, 


Ships-of-the-line 

IVigates 

Sloops-of-war....... 

MgB 

Ships,  including  store  and  receiving  vessels 

Schooners ...•••  •.••• 

Barks 

Yachts 

Total 


Number. 


6 

6 
16 

4 
23 
29 
18 

2 


104 


Guns. 


604 

300 

289 

20 

139 

69 

92 

2 


1,415 


Tons. 


16,094 

10, 237 

14, 305 

999 

18, 087 

6,821 

8,432 

200 


74, 176 


STEAH  VESSELS. 


Description. 


Screw  frigates • • 

Screw  sloops,  Ist  class .•.••...•••  .......... 

Screw  sloops,  2d  class.  ..•• 

Screw  gunboats,  (new)....... 

Iron-clad  vessels 

Side-wheel  frigates ........ ....... 

Side-wheel  gunboats,  (new) ... ........... 

Side-wheel  gunboats,  (old  navy).....  ............ 

Screw  steamers,  (purchased) ...... 

Kde-wheel  steamers,  ( purchased) ...- ...... 

Screw  steamers,  (old  navy).. , 

Gunboats,  transports,  &o.,  transferred  from  other 
departments.  •••...•.................•• , 

Total 


Number, 


6 

6 
21 
27 
64 

4 
39 

6 
63 
63 

6 

40 


323 


Guns. 


228 
133 
167 
108 
261 

49 
296 

11 
216 
260 

27 

108 


1,863 


Tons. 


18, 272 
11,966 
23, 992 
14, 033 
69, 808 

8,003 
36, 367 

2,190 
23, 490 
38, 617 

2,690 

26,644 


266,861 


BBCAPITDLATION. 


Description. 


Sailing  vessels 
Steam  vessels. 

Total 


Number. 

Guns. 

104 
323 

1,416 
1,863 

427 

3,268 

Tons. 


74, 175 
266, 861 


340, 036 


IRON- GLAD  VESSELS. 


The  attention  of  this  department  was  turned  to  the  subject  of  iron- 
clad vessels  immediately  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  and 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  enlargement  of  the  navy.    It  was  a 
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subject  fall  of  difficulty  and  doubt.  Experiments  upon  a  large  scale 
of  expense,  both  in  England  and  France,  if  not  resulting  in  absolute 
failure,  bad  achieved  but  a  limited  and  questionable  success.  Yet  it 
was  evident  that  a  new  and  material  element  in  n^aritime  warfare  was 
developing  itself,  and  demanded  immediate  attention.  In  this  view 
I  recommended  to  Congress,  at  its  extra  session,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1861,  the  whole  subject,  and  asked  authority  to  organize  a  commis* 
sion  for  investigation.  Thirty  days  after  this  action  on  my  part, 
Congress  conferred  the  authority  requested,  and  appropriated  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  construction  of  one  or  more  iron- 
clad vessels  upon  such  models  as  should  .  receive  the  approval  of 
the  department.  On  the  day  after  the  law  had  been  approved  the 
commission  was  constitut'Cd,  and  the  department  advertised  for  pro- 
posals. Of  the  various  plans  and  propositions  submitted,  three 
vessels  of  dififerent  models  were  recommended  by  the  board,  which 
received  the  approvd  of  the  department.  Contracts  were  forthwith 
made  for  constructing  the  Monitor,  the  Galena,  and  the  Ironsides. 
All  of  these  vessels  are  now  in  the  service.  It  was  the  intention  and 
constant  effort  of  the  department  and  the  contractors  that  the  Monitor 
should  be  completed  in  the  month  of  January,  but  there  was  delay  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  an  undertaking  of  such 
novelty  and  magnitude,  and  there  were  also  some  slight  defects  which 
were,  however,  promptly  remedied,  and  she  left  New  York  early  in 
March,  reaching  Hampton  roads  on  the  night  of  the  eighth. 

Her  arrival,  though  not  as  soon  as  anticipated,  was  most  opportune 
and  important.  For  some  time  the  department  had  heard  with 
great  solicitude  of  the  progress  which  the  insurgents  had  made  in 
armoring  and  equipping  the  large  war  steamer  Merrimack,  which  had 
fallen  into  their  hands  when  Norfolk  was  abandoned.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  8th  of  March  this  formidable  vessel,  heavily  armored  and 
armed,  and  fully  prepared  to  operate  both  as  a  ram  and  a  war  steamer, 
came  down  the  Elizabeth  river,  accompanied  by  several  smaller 
steamers,  two  of  them  partially  armored,  to  attack  the  vessels  of  the 
blockading  squadron  that  were  in  and  about  Hampton  roads.  When 
the  Merrimack  and  her  attendants  made  their  appearance,  the  Con- 
gress and  the  Cumberland,  two  sailing  vessels,  were  anchored  off  New- 
Jort  News,  and  the  remaining  vessels  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Fortress 
[onroe,  some  six  miles  distant.  The  Minnesota,  the  Roanoke,  and 
the  St.  Lawrence  got  immediately  under  way  and  proceeded  towards 
the  scene  of  action. 

The  Congress,  being  nearest  to  the  Merrimack,  was  the  first  to  re- 
ceive her  fire,  which  was  promptly  returned  by  a  full  broadside,  the 
shots  falling  apparently  harmlessly  off  from  the  armored  side  of  the 
assailant.  Passing  by  the  Congress,  the  Merrimack  dashed  upon  the 
Cumberland,  and  was  received  by  her  with  a  heavy,  well-directed 
and  vigorous  fire,  which,  like  that  of  the  Congress,  produced  unfor- 
tunately but  little  effect.  A  cofitest  so  unequal  could  not  be  of 
long  continuance,  and  it  was  closed  when  the  Merrimack,  availing 
herself  of  her  power  as  a  steam  ram,  ran  furiously  against  the  Cumber- 
land, laying  open  her  wooden  hull,  and  causing  her  almost  imme- 
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diately  to  sink.  As  her  gnns  approached  the  water's  edge,  her 
young  commander,  Lieutenant  Morris,  and  the  gallant  crew  stood 
firm  at  their  posts,  delivered  a  parting  fire,  and  the  good  ship  went 
down  heroically,  with  her  colors  flying.  Having  thus  destroyed  the 
Cumberland,  the  Merrimack  turned  again  upon  the  Congress,  which 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  engaged  with  the  smaller  rebel  steamers, 
and  after  a  heavy  loss,  in  order  to  guard  against  such  a  fate  as  that 
which  had  befallen  the  Cumberland,  had  been  run  aground.  The 
Merrimack  now  selected  a  raking  position  astern  of  the  Congress, 
while  one  of  the  smaller  steamers  poured  in  a  constant  fire  on  her 
starboard  quarter.  Two  other  steamers  of  the  enemy  also  approached 
from  James  river,  firing  upon  the  unfortunate  frigate  with  precision 
and  severe  efiiect.  The  guns  of  the  Congress  were  almost  entirely 
disabled,  and  her  gallant  commtoding  ofBcer,  Lieutenant  Joseph  B* 
Smith,  had  fallen  at  his  post.  Her  decks  were  strewn  with  the  dead 
and  dying;  the  ship  was  on  fire  in  several  places,  and  not  a  gun  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  assailants.  In  this  state  of  things,  and 
with  no  efiectual  relief  at  hand,  the  senior  surviving  officer.  Lieutenant 
Pendergrast,  felt  it  his  duty  to  save  further  useless  destruction  of 
life  by  hauling  down  his  colors.  This  was  done  about  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.  The  Congress  continued  to  burn  till  about  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, and  then  blew  up. 

From  the  Congress  the  Merrimack  turned  her  attention  to  the  re* 
maining  vessels  of  the  squadron.  The  Roanoke  had  grounded  on 
her  way  to  the  scene  of  the  conflict;  and  although  she  succeeded  in 
getting  ofif,  her  condition  was  such — her  propeller  being  useless-^ 
that  she  took  no  part  in  the  action.  The  St.  Lawrence  also  grounded 
near  the  Minnesota,  and  had  a  short  engagement  with  the  Merri- 
mack, but  sufi*ered  no  serious  injury,  and,  on  getting  afloat,  was  or* 
dered  back  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

The  Minnesota,  which  had  also  got  aground  in  the  shallow  waters 
of  the  channel,  became  the  special  object  of  attack,  and  the.  Merri- 
mack, with  the  Yorktown  and  Jamestown,  bore  down  upon  her.  The 
Merrimack  drew  too  much  water  to  approach  very  near;  her  fire  was 
not  therefore  particularly  effective.  The  other  steamers  selected 
their  position,  fired  with  much  accuracy,  and  caused  considerable 
damage  to  the  Minnesota.  She  soon,  however,  succeeded  in  getting 
a  gun  to  bear  on  the  two  smaller  steamers,  and  drove  them  away — 
one,  apparently,  in  a  crippled  condition.  About  7  p.  m.  the  Merri- 
mack also  hauled  off,  and  the  three  stood  towards  Norfolk. 

All  efforts  to  get  the  Minnesota  afloat  during  the  night,  and  into  a 
safe  position,  were  totally  unavailing.  The  morning  was  looked  for 
with  deep  anxiety,  as  it  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  a  renewed 
attack  from  the  formidable  assailant.  At  this  critical  and  anxious 
moment  the  Monitor,  one  of  the  newly  finished  armored  vessels,  came 
into  Hampton  roads,  from  New  York,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant John  L.  Worden,  and  a  little  after  midnight  anchored  along- 
side the  Minnesota.  At  six  o'  clock  the  next  morning  the  Merrimack, 
as  anticipated,  ag&in  made  her  appearance  and  opened  her  fire  upon 
the  Minnesota.     Promptly  obeying  the  signal  to  attack,  the  Monitor 
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ran  down  past  the  Minnesota  and  laid  herself  close  alongside  the 
Merrimack,  between  that  formidable  vessel  and  the  Minnesota.  The 
fierce  conflict  between  these  two  iron-clads  lasted  for  several  hoars. 
It  was,  in  appearance,  an  unequal  conflict;  for  the  Merrimack  was  a 
large  and  noble  structure,  and  the  Monitor  was,  in  comparison, 
almost  diminutive.  But  the  Monitor  was  strong  in  her  armor,  in  the 
ingenious  novelty  of  her  construction,  in  the  large  calibre  of  her  two 
guns,  and  the  valor  and  skill  with  which  she  was  handled.  After 
several  hours  fighting  the  Merrimack  found  herself  overmatched, 
|md,  leaving  the  Monitor,  sought  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  Minne- 
sota; but  the  Monitor  again  placed  herself  between  the  two  vessels, 
and  re-opened  her  fire  upon  her  adversary.  At  noon  the  Merrimack, 
seriously  damaged,  abandoned  the  contest,  and,  with  her  companions, 
retreated  towards  Norfolk. 

Thus  terminated  the  most  remarkable  naval  combat  of  modem 
times,  perhaps  of  any  age.  The  fiercest  and  most  formidkble  naval 
assault  upon  the  power  of  the  Union  which  has  ever  been  made  by 
the  insurgents  was  heroically  repelled,  and  a  new  era  was  opened  in 
the  history  of  maritime  warfare. 

Before  the  occurrence  of  these  events,  entertaining  a  conviction 
that  at  least  one  of  the  models  of  iron-clad  vessels — that  of  the 
Monitor,  an  original  invention  of  John  Ericsson,  of  New  York — ^would 
prove  a  successful  experiment,  and  that  it  was  particularly  adapted 
to  our  harbor  and  coast  defence,  and  service  on  the  shallow  waters  of 
our  seaboard,  I  estimated,  in  my  annual  report,  last  December,  for 
the  immediate  construction  of  twenty  iron-clad  steamers.  The  House 
of  Representatives  promptly  responded  to  this  recommendation,  and 

gassed  a  bill  ^'authorizing  and  empowering  the  Secretary  of  the 
favy  to  cause  to  be  constructed,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  he 
shall  deem  best  for  the  public  interest,  not  exceeding  twenty-one 
iron-clad  steam  gunboats."  The  Senate  delayed  action  on  this  bill 
until  February,  when,  foreseeing  that  the  country  would  suffer  from 
longer  inaction,  I  addressed  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of 
the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and  the  result  was  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  bill  which  had  originated  in  the  House  in  December. 

At  the  earliest  practicable  moment  after  the  enactment  of  this  law 
the  department  commenced  entering  into  contracts  for  the  construc- 
tion of  armored  vessels,  most  of  them  on  the  plan  of  the  Monitor. 

The  Galena,  a  less  formidable  vessel,  was  for  some  time  under  fire 
from  plunging  shot  at  Drury's  Bluff,  on  James  river.  As  yet  the 
Ironsides,  recently  completed,  has  not  been  tested  in  action, 
but  it  is  believed  she  will  prove  a  formidable  fighting  vessel. 
That  we  might  be  prepared  for  extraordinary  emergencies,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  put  armature  on  one  of  our  steam  frigates,  and 
the  Roanoke  was  selected  for  that  purpose. 

Whatever  success  may  attend  the  large  and  costly  armored  ships 
of  the  Warrior  class,  which  are  being  constructed  by  some  of  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  cruising  in  deep  waters,  they  can  scarcely 
cause  alarm  here,  for  we  have  within  the  United  states  few  harbors 
that  are  accessible  to  them,  and  for  those  few  the  government  can 
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always  be  prepared  whenever  a  foreign  war  is  imminent.  It  hag 
been  deemed  advisable,  however,  that  we  should  have  a  few  large 
sized  armed  craisers,  of  great  speed,  for  ocean  service,  as  w^ell  as  of 
the  class  of  smaller  vessels  for  coastwise  and  defensive  operations. 

In  the  construction  of  iron  clads  of  the  Monitor  class,  the  nautical 
qualities  of  the  vessel  have  not  been  the  governing  object,  for  with 
light  draft  and  heavy  armament,  higl\  speed  is  not  attainable.  But 
they  are  adapted  to  the  shallow  waters  of  our  coast  and  harbors,  few 
of  which  are  accessible  to  vessels  of  great  magnitude.  While  the 
larger  armored  vessels,  with  their  heavy  armament,  cannot  nearly. 
approach  our  shores,  those  of  the  Monitor  class  can  penetrate  even 
the  inner  waters,  rivers,  harbors,  and  bayous  of  our  extended  double 
coast. 

YARD  AND  DEPOT  FOR  AK  IROK-OLAD  KAVT. 

• 

In  March  last,  and  again  in  June,  I  invited  the  attention  of  the 
naval  committees  of  Congress  to  the  importance  of  taking  prompt 
preliminary  measures  for  establishing  a  navy  yard,  including  foiin- 
deries,  shops,  and  docks,  adapted  to  the  growing  wants  of  the  service 
and  the  country.  It  was  not  that  we  needed  an  additional  navj 
yard,  but  that  we  required  one  of  a  different  character,  in  many 
respects,  from  any  that  we  possess. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  possessing,  somewhere  in  this  country, 
a  u^vy  and  dock  yard  for  the  purposes  of  an  iron  navy,  the  sugges* 
tions  of  the  department  received  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress.  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  commercial  centre  of  the 
iron  and  coal  regions,  became  interested  in  the  question  and  was 
induced  to  make  a  free  offer  of  League  island,  a  body  of  land  of  abont 
six  hundred  acres  near  the  confluence  of  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill 
rivers,  to  the  United  States  for  naval  purposes.  In  consequence  of 
this  liberal  offer.  Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
receive  and  accept  League  island :  provided,  however,  that  it  should 
not  be  accepted  until  the  title  shall  be  perfect  to  low-water  mark, 
nor  if,  upon  a  more  thorough  examination  and  survey  of  the  premises 
by  a  competent  board  of  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  he  shall  discover  that  the  public  interests  will  not  be  pro* 
moted  by  acquiring  the  title  as  aforesaid;  that  the  board  to  be  iqp* 
pointed  shall,  before  proceeding  to  any  decision  of  the  questions 
referred  to  them,  make  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  harbor  of 
New  London,  in  Connecticut,  and  its  surroundings,  with  reference  to 
its  fitness  for  a  naval  depot  and  navy  yard;  and  that  they  also  make 
the  same  investigation  in  regard  to  the  waters  of  Narraganset  bay. 

Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  above  referred 
to,  I  appointed,  on  the  12th  of  August,  a  board  of  officers  consist- 
ing of  Rear  Admiral  Stringham,  Commodores  Van  Brunt  and  Gardner, 
and  Captain  Marston,  of  the  navy.  Professor  Bache,  and  Engineer 
Sanger,  to  make  the  required  examination,  and  report.  The  board 
was  assiduously  engaged  for  over  two  months  upon  the  duty  assigned 
it,  and  after  completing  the  survey  and  examination,  revised  their 
labor;  and,  upon  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  members  unani*  * 
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mously  rejected  any  proposition  for  the  contemplated  navy  yard  on 
the  waters  of  Narraganset  bay.  In  regard  to  the  two  other  locations, 
League  island  and  New  London,  and  which  is  best  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  such  a  navy  yard  and  depot  as  is  contemplated  by  the 
law,  the  board  was  divided  in  opinion,  and  presented  majority  and 
minority  reports.  The  majority,  comprising  four  members,  award  to- 
New  London  the  preference  over  League  island  for  a  navy  yard.  The 
minority  as  fully  and  emphatically  give  their  preference  to  League 
island  as  possessing  important  requisites  which  the  other  does  not^ 
and  as  being  better  adapted  to  the  special  wants  of  the  government 
and  the  objects  of  the  law  authorizing  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mission. 

Without  attempting,  in  this  place,  to  analyze  these  voluminous 
reports,  or  to  reproduce  the  arguments  adduced  by  each,  I  have 
considered  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  reiterate  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a  new  yard  and  depot 
better  adapted  to  the  construction  of  iron  vessels  and  iron-clad  ves- 
sels than  any  we  now  have,  and  where  this  description  of  vessels  may 
be  repaired,  or,  in  time  of  peace,  laid  up  in  ordinary.  In  selecting 
the  site  for  such  a  navy  yard  there  are  two  essential  and  controlling 
considerations  that  must  govern.  One  is  the  very  great  advantage 
(if  not  absolute  necessity)  of  fresh  water  over  salt  water  for  the 
preservation  of  iron  vessels.  The  other  is,  security  from  an  attack 
by  a  foreign  enemy.  These  two  primary  qualities  are  to  be  had  ^t 
League  island.  Iron  and  coal  are  also  in  close  proximity  to  that 
location. 

New  London  has  a  commodious  harbor,  and,  were  it  less  exposed, 
some  good  qualities  for  a  navy  yard,  provided  it  be  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  establish  another  similar  to  those  we  now  have  for  the 
construction  of  wooden  vessels.  For  an  iron  navy,  and  for  iron  pur- 
poses, I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  any  advantages  over  Brooklyn,  or 
Charlestown,  or  Portsmouth,  and  if  not  Congress  must  determine 
whether  another  such  yard  shall  be  established.  The  department  has 
not  suggested  or  contemplated  the  acquisition  of  a  yard  and  depot  of 
that  description,  but  called  attention  to  the  growing  necessity  of  an 
establishment  for  an  iron  navy.  The  law,  while  requiring  an  exam- 
ination of  other  places  by  a  board,  authorizes  no  action  by  the 
department  for  the  acceptance  of  any  other  than  League  island,  and 
I  do  not,  therefore,  propose  to  canvass  the  merits  or  demerits  of  New 
London  or  Narraganset  bay. 

League  island  has  the  requisite  of  fresh  water,  which  is  indispen- 
sable for  an  iron  navy  yard;  and  is  remote  from  the  sea,  which  renders 
it  a  place  of  security.  The  objections  to  it  are  its  low  alluvial  soil, 
the  cost  of  raising  it  to  a  proper  grade,  the  depth  it  will  be  necessary 
to  penetrate  before  reaching  safe  bottom,  and  the  expense  of  piling, 
on  which  to  erect  superstructures.  These  are  weighty  objections, 
and  it  will  require  no  inconsiderable  expenditure  to  overcome  them. 
In  addition  to  those  above  enumerated  is  the  fact  tl\at  the  navigation 
of  the  Delaware  river  is  sometimes  obstructed  by  ice,  and  injury  is 
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sometimes  caused  by  floating  ice;  but  there  is  no  river  east  or  north 
of  it  where  the  objection  is  not  much  greater. 

In  regard  to  the  location  of  naval  depots  and  the  necessity  of 
having  them  secure  from  foreign  enemies,  I  cannot  more  distinctly 
and  clearly  present  what  are  the  requisites  than  by  quoting  from  the 
report  of  a  very  able  board  of  eminent  officers  and  engineers  on 
sea-coast  defences,  made  in  1820: 

••Security  against  an  attack  by  sea  or  land  is  undoubtedly  the  first 
condition  required;  for  the  destruction  of  an  establishment  of  this 
nature  involves  with  it  the  destruction  of  all  those  elements  of  a  naval 
force  which  have  been  collected  a  long  time  beforehand  during  peace, 
to  the  incalculable  loss  of  the  public.  Such  a  misfortune  must  be 
severely  felt  during  the  whole  course  of  a  war,  and  cannot  well  be 
repaired  whilst  it  continues.  This  indispensable  quality  (security) 
must  be  obtained,  as  well  as  localities  will  admit,  without  having  re- 
course to  artificial  fortifications;  for  these  must  be  very  costly,  and 
if  that  expense  can  be  avoided,  the  same  sums  will  be  much  more 
advantageously  laid  out  in  improving  and  aggrandizing  the  establish- 
ments of  the  depot.  Thus,  if  equal  in  other  respects,  a  place  whose 
site  is  naturally  strong,  and  whose  position  with  respect  to  the  gene- 
ral frontier  is  well  covered,  should  be  preferred  to  another  that  re- 
quires to  be  fortified.'' 

The  great  essential  here  specified,  of  security  from  attack  by  a 
foreign  enemy,  appertains  to  League  island,  which  has,  in  that  re- 
spect, strong  topographical  advantages.  Its  interior  location  might 
have  constituted  an  objection  at  a  former  period,  when  only  sailing 
vessels  were  in  the  naval  service;  but  the  introduction  of  steam  has 
wrought  a  revolution  in  this  respect,  rendering  the  movements  of  our 
war  vessels  independent  of  wind  and  tide.  Immediate  contiguity  to 
the  ocean  is  no  longer  deemed  an  advantage,  but  a  disadvantage. 
Steam,  rifled  cannon,  and  modern  improvement  in  ordnance,  have 
rendered  harbors  and  depots  immediately  on  the  seaboard  insecure. 
In  a  recent  debate  in  the  British  Parliament,  it  was  emphatically 
urged  that  Portsmouth  and  its  immense  and  costly  works  must  be 
abandoned,  for  the  reason  that  a  naval  depot  should  not  be  within 
the  range  of  fire  or  six  miles  of  an  attacking  force.  If,  then,  fresh 
water  be  indispensable  for  a  navy  yard  for  the  construction,  repair, 
and  dockage  of  iron  vessels,  and  vessels  that  are  clad  with  iron,  there 
is  no  position  east  of  the  Delaware  where  the  diflSculties  from  ice  do 
not  exceed  those  urged  against  League  island,  nor  has  any  place  been 
proposed  that  presents  equal  advantages,  or  is  so  secure  from  an  at- 
tack. While  there  are  some  obvious  and  admitted  objections  to 
League  island,  no  place  has  been  proposed  that  combines  so  many 
advantages,  unless  it  be  the  contracted  and  altogether  inadequate 
yard  at  Philadelphia.  That  yard  may  perhaps  be  extended  so  as  to 
double  its  present  capacity,  but,  besides  involving  a  large  expendi- 
ture, it  would  then  be  insufficient  for  our  future  iron  navy. 

The  occupation  of  League  island  would  not  increase  the  number  of 
navy  yards  that  we  now  have,  for,  when  once  in  operation,  the  dis- 
continaance  of  the  present  site  at  Philadelphia  would  take  place  as  a 
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matter  of  course,  and  the  avails  could  be,  and  doubtless  would  be, 
diverted  to  the  improvement  of  the  new  location ;  whereas,  the  adop- 
tion of  any  other  site  would  be  the  addition  of  another  navy  yard 
similar  in  character  to  those  we  now  have,  which  is  not  required. 

The  conflicting  reports,  and  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive  and  accept  League 
island,  have  occasioned  embarrassment,  and  I  have  therefore  deemed 
it  respectful  to  delay  action  until  Congress  should  convene.  As 
neither  the  harbor  of  New  London  nor  the  waters  of  Narraganset 
bay  are  adapted  to  the  purposes  and  wants  of  an  iron  navy,  whatever 
may  be  their  advantages  in  other  respects,  and  as  League  island  has 
the  requisites  of  fresh  water,  security  from  external  enemies,  and 
proximity  to  iron  and  coal,  I  propose  to  receive  and  accept  for  the 
government  the  munificent  donation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  un- 
less Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

MATERIAL. 

The  time  Whs  arrived  when,  in  order  to  maintain  ourselves  and  our 
true  position  as  a  nation,  we  must  have  a  formidable  navy,  not  only 
of  light  draught  vessels  to  guard  our  extensive  and  shallow  coast,  but 
one  that  with  vessels  always  ready  for  the  service,  and  of  sufficient 
size  to  give  them  speed,  can  seek  and  meet  an  enemy  on  the  ocean. 
In  order  to  obtain  the  enormous  steam  power  essential  to  great  speed, 
we  must  have  vessels  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 

Vessels  of  wood  will  always  be  built;  but  the  causes  that  have 
operated  to  retard  the  introduction  of  iron  vessels  are  disappearing. 
The  working  of  iron  has  been  much  simplified;  its  application  facili- 
tated; new  tools  and  machinery  for  working  it  are  constantly  being 
invented  and  improved;  artisans  skilled  in  its  manufiicture  are  becom- 
ing more  common,  and  the  material  more  easily  wrought. 

The  progress  of  events  renders  it  certain  that  iron  will  hereafter 
enter  largely  into  the  structure  of  vessels  for  marine  service,  although 
it  will  never  entirely  supersede  wood.  Our  country  produces  the 
material  in  abundance,  and  we  have  no  occasion  to  seek  it  from 
abroad.  While  our  forests  are  disappearing,  inexhaustible  resources 
in  iron  are  being  developed.  That  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  be  prepared  to  meet  some  change  in  the  material  and 
structure  of  our  naval  vessels  need  not  be  repeated.  It  must  pro- 
vide the  necessary  yards  and  establishments  for  each,  and  have  them 
properly  located,  in  which  to  build  its  ships-of-war,  and  at  least  one 
of  them  should  be  specially  adapted  to  iron.  No  private  establish- 
ment can  undertake  such  heavy  work  as  the  government  requires  for 
it«  armor  and  steam  purposes.  Possessing  advantages  that  no  other 
nation  enjoys,  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  them.  Our  iron  and  coal 
are  found  in  the  same  region,  and  we  have  fresh  water  rivers  in 
which  iron  vessels  can  be  docked  and  kept  clean,  and  from  which  all 
enemies  can  be  excluded. 

In  the  construction  of  the  iron  and  iron-clad  vessels  which  the 
department  has  now  in  progress  every  effort  has  been  made  to  have 
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them  promptly  completed.  It  is  believed  that  nearly  every  rolling- 
mill  has  been  engaged  that  is  able  to  do  the  work;  and  yet  these 
vessels  are  several  months  behind  the  time  within  which  they  were 
to  have  been  completed.  The  department  is  convinced  that  the  con- 
tractors have  done  their  best;  and  yet  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that 
these  comparatively  small  vessels  and  the  moderate  sized  iron  required 
can  be  procured  for  them  as  soon  as  wanted,  so  much  does  the  de- 
mand exceed  the  capabilities  of  the  mills  to  supply.  These  facts 
demonstrate  the  necessity  for  public  works  where  vessels  of  great 
magnitude  are  to  be  constructed.  Had  the  government  been  pre- 
pared for  this  heavy  work,  much  of  the  delay  which  has  embarrassed 
naval  operations  might  have  been  avoided.  Private  establishments 
would  have  been  relieved,  and  enabled  to  furnish  a  larger  quantity 
within  the  scope  of  their  own  manufacture. 

It  is  as  important  that  the  government  should  build  its  own  ships 
of  iron  as  of  wood.  If  the  apparent  cost  in  either  case  is  greater, 
the  actual  value  is  also  greater.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
the  material,  whether  of  iron  or  wood,  should  be  of  thabest  quality; 
and  as  regards  iron,  this  can  be  insured  and  made  certain  only  by  its 
being  received  and  reworked  at  government  establishments.  The 
large  quantities  required  will  always  enable  the  government  to  pur- 
chase on  economical  terms.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  qualities 
of  iron  vary  greatly,  and  the  use  of  inferior  kinds  will  be  both  inju- 
rious and  expensive.  Experiments  with  shot  in  target  practice 
demonstrate  that  some  qualities  have  much  greater  powers  of  resist- 
ance than  others,  and  are  therefore  better  for  armature.  Other 
qualities  may  better  resist  corrosion,  and  be  more  suitable  to  the 
action  of  sea  water,  and  still  others  may  be  adapted  to  the  internal 
parts  exposed  to  different  chemical  action.  These  qualities  and  de- 
nominations will  be  ascertained  by  observations  and  tests  that  the 
government  can  alone  well  make  and  faithfully  apply  in  the  construc- 
tion of  its  war  vessels.  Contractors  and  private  establishments  will 
not  bo  equally  vigilant  and  careful  in  making  the  proper  selections 
and  assortings. 

An  establishment  such  as  the  department  has  in  view,  and  has 
heretofore  recommended,  will  enable  the  government  to  have  all  the 
advantages  of  the  best  and  most  suitable  descriptions  in  the  con- 
struction of  vessels  of  iron  and  of  iron  armature.  Steam  machinery, 
anchors,  chain  cables,  and  heavy  iron  work  for  the  naval  service, 
would  be  manufactured  at  the  same  establishment  to  advantage. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  dock-yard  and  establishment  is  becoming 
so  important  that  I  deem  it  proper  again  to  present  the  subject  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  As  yet  we  have  but  few  iron  vessels, 
and  these  chiefly  of  foreign  construction;  but  we  have  built  and  are 
building  iron-clad  vessels  at  private  establishments — not  one  at  our 
public  yards. 

In  sustaining  our  position  as  a  naval  power  we  must  be  prepared 
for  reverses  that  may  befall  us  in  battle  or  by  calamities  incident  to 
ocean  service.  A  wise  precaution  will  always  provide  a  reserve  of 
ships  to  take  the  place  of  those  that  may  be  injured  or  destroyed. 
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Vessels  should  be  in  different  stages  of  progress  of  construction, 
thereby  giving  constant  employment  to  a  certain  number  of  skilful 
mechanics.  Stores  of  material  can  well  be  accumulated  in  days  of 
peace  for  the  emergencies  of  war. 

Such  was  the  former  policy  of  the  government,  and  for  many  years 
an  annual  appropriation  was  made  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
navy.  Under  this  policy  there  were  in  times  of  peace  large  accu- 
mulations of  material  at  the  diflferent  yards.  It  was  from  the  stock 
thus  collected  and  seasoned  that  our  vessels  were  mainly  built. 

Gradually  this  policy  was  changed.  Successive  administrations, 
with  a  view  to  the  appearance  of  economy  and  a  show  of  small 
expenditure,  restricted  the  estimates  for  supplies  to  amounts  barely 
sufficient  to  keep  its  few  ships  afloat. 

The  war  found  us  literally  destitute  of  materials  in  our  navy  yards, 
as  well  as  with  but  few  ships  to  sustain  the  national  integrity.  From 
mistaken  economy,  or  from  design,  the  government  was,  in  its  need, 
deficient  in  ships  and  destitute  of  material  for  their  construction. 
No  alternative  was  left,  when  resistance  was  made,  but  for  the  de- 
partment to  build  its  vessels  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  of  such 
timber  as  could,  in  the  great  haste  and  emergency,  be  procured.  As 
a  consequence,  vessels  that  should  have  lasted  for  years  will  soon 
perish,  and  must  in  the  meantime  involve  heavy  expense  for  neces- 
sary repairs  in  order  to  keep  them  afloat. 

As  vessels  of  wood  will  always  be  used  to  some  extent  for  naval 
purposes,  and  as  they  can,  for  the  present  at  least,  be  constructed 
more  speedily  than  of  iron,  it  will  be  wise  economy  to  have  a  reason- 
able quantity  of  timber  always  in  store. 

A  special  appropriation  annually  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  a 
stock  of  material  must  always  be  advantageous  to  the  government. 
In  that  way  the  navy  can  be  best  and  most  economically  supplied; 
can  make  better  purchases,  and  have  more  time  to  examine  and  test 
the  deliveries. 

WESTERN  DEPOT  AND  ESTABLISHMENT. 

It  will  be  advisable  at  an  early  period  to  establish  a  naval  depot  on 
one  of  the  rivers  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  where  we  now  have 
a  squadron  equal  in  numbers  to  the  whole  navy  of  the  United  States 
at  the  commencement  of  this  administration.  The  want  of  an  estab- 
lishment in  that  quarter,  where  vessels  may  be  constructed,  armed, 
and  armored,  equipped,  and  repaired,  has  been  severely  felt,  and  in 
the  absence  of  such  an  establishment  the  department  has  been  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  expedients  that  may  have  been  sometimes  disad- 
vantageous. 

For  an  iron  navy  the  great  rivers  of  the  west  are  well  adapted, 
and  the  immense  resources  in  iron  and  coal  that  are  distributed 
throughout  that  region  indicate  what  must  bo  the  undoubted  policy 
of  the  government  at  no  distant  period  in  relation  to  such  an  estab- 
lishment. The  time  may  not  have  arrived  when  the  selection  of  a 
permanent  location  for  a  navy  yard  and  foundery  shall  be  made,  but 
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it  must  be  in  the  near  future,  and  until  then  the  department  will  be 
dependent  in  a  great  degree  on  private  establishments  and  such  tem- 
porary arrangements  as  can  be  secured. 

HARBOR  DEFENCES. 

A  long  period  of  peace  had  rendered  the  government  inattentive 
to  the  defence  of  the  harbors,  and  under  recent  alarms  the  municipal 
authorities  of  many  of  our  cities  have  made  application  for  naval  ves- 
sels to  protect  them  from  apprehended  danger.  Although  solicitous 
to  relieve  any  portion  of  our  citizens  even  from  unnecessary  alarm, 
the  department  could  not  furnish  the  force  required  for  every  place 
exposed,  nor  has  it  been  anticipated  that  such  force  would  be  ex- 
pected of  the  navy.  It  has  been  the  understanding  that  the  fortifi- 
cations were  to  be  relied  upon  as  furnishing  the  required  security, 
while  the  navy  performed  a  different  service.  No  longer  ago  than 
May  last  the  chief  engineer  of  the  War  Department  in  a  communica- 
tion to  Congress  states  that  *  *  as  a.  general  rule,  with  hardly  an  ex- 
ception, the  permanent  defensive  works  of  the  United  States  were 
designed  to  forbid  the  passage  through  the  waters  subject  to  their 
fire  of  hostile  vessels,  or  to  prevent  the  use  of  such  waters  by  an  ene- 
my in  his  vessels,  or  to  secure  the  use  of  the  waters  for  our  own 
vessels.  So  long  as  these  forts  fulfil  these  conditions  our  fortified 
ports,  navy  yards,  and  harbors  of  refuge  will  be  secure  against  injury 
from  an  enemy's  ships,  and  the  waters  protected  by  them  will  be 
available  for  the  use  of  our  vessels  and  forbidden  to  those  of  an  ene- 
my. That  is  to  say,  these  forts  are  designed  as  defences  against  hos- 
tile military  power  afloat.'' 

While  there  may  be  difference  of  opinions  as  to  the  views  here  * 
expressed,  there  is  none  whatever  that  the  fortifications  at  our  prin- 
cipal ports  should  be,  and  doubtless  are,  adequate  defences  against 
any  cruiser  or  cruisers  that  may  be  afloat  in  the  cause  of  the  insur- 
gents. It  has  not  therefore  entered  into  the  estimates  and  arrange- 
ments of  the  Navy  Department  to  furnish  vessels  for  the  defence  of 
our  ports,  nor  to  detach  them  from  other  imperative  duties  for  that 
purpose,  when  other  provisions  have  been  made  by  the  government 
and  have  been  uniformly  relied  upon  for  their  protection. 

DOCKING. 

Our  facilities  for  docking  ships  are  altogether  inadequate  to  our 
naval  wants,  and  in  a  foreign  war  with  a  formidable  power  our  con- 
dition would  be  deplorable.  We  have  but  one  dry  dock  at  each 
naval  station,  and  three  of  our  six  docks  are  of  wood,  being  both 
perishable  and  combustible.  The  capacity  of  these  docks  is  much 
below  the  size  required  for  some  of  the  vessels  we  are  now  building, 
and  such  as  we  must  build  for  the  future.  Other  nations,  finding 
themselves  in  a  similar  condition,  are  now  enlarging  their  dry  docks; 
and  we,  having  but  three  permanent  ones,  and  they  designed  for 
vessels  of  less  dimensions  than  some  we  now  build,  should  have  new 
and  suitable  ones,  and  their  construction  should   be  forthwith  com- 
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menced.  Some  of  them  should  be  at  least  550  feet  in  length,  with  a 
breadth  of  80  feet,  to  admit  of  large  increase.  Docks  of  wood  are 
too  perishable,  and  require  greater  depth  of  water  for  heavy  ships 
than  our  harbors  can  furnish. 

The  importance  of  constructing  wet  basins  at  such  of  the  navy 
yards  as  are  sufficiently  capacious  to  admit  of  it,  adverted  to  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  is  commended  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

REORGANIZATION  OP  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  THE  NAVY. 

The  act  of  the  5th  of  July  last,  reorganizing  the  Navy  Department, 
creates  three  additional  bureaus.  This  insures  a  much  better  distri- 
bution of  the  labors  and  very  much  simplifies  and  facilitates  the  busi- 
ness of  the  department.  The  law  has  so  recently  gone  into  operation, 
and  the  officers  have  so  lately  entered  upon  their  duties,  that  the 
results  and  benefits  are  but  partially  developed.  I  am  satisfied,  how- 
ever, even  in  this  early  stage  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  change 
will  be  productive  of  efficiency  and  economy,  and  be  advantageous 
in  every  respect,  while  the  energy  and  talent  of  the  chiefs  who  have 
been  brought  into  the  counsels  of  the  department  will  inspire  it  with 
additional  vigor. 

The  greatly  increased  labor  imposed  upon  the  department  in  con- 
sequence of  the  greatly  increased  force  both  of  men  and  vessels  in 
service,  with  a  vastly  more  active  employment,  calls  for  additional 
clerical  force  in  order  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  service  and 
the  government. 

By  the  law  of  December  21,  1861,  it  was  enacted  that  any  naval 
officer  whose  name  had  been  borne  on  the  Naval  Register  forty -five 
years,  or  who  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  shall  be  re- 
tired from  active  service  and  his  name  be  entered  on  the  retired  list 
of  officers  of  the  grade  to  which  he  belonged.  The  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  was  authorized  to 
detail  retired  officers  to  active  duty  and  might  on  their  receiving  a 
vote  of  thanks  from  Congress,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
President,  be  restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

By  the  same  law  the  President  was  authorized  to  select  any  officer 
from  the  grades  of  captain  .or  commander  and  assign  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  squadron,  with  the  rank  and  title  of  **flag-officer,''  and 
the  officer  thus  assigned  was  to  have  command  in  full  as  if  he  were 
the  senior  officer  of  the  squadron. 

The  officers  of  our  blockading  squadrons  and  of  the  Mississippi 
flotilla  were  recognized  flag-officers  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
the  16th  of  July  establishing  the  grade  of  rear  admiral,  when  they 
received  that  appointment. 

The  act  of  July  16,  1862,  '*to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of 
line  officers  of  the  United  States  navy,''  does  justice  in  conferring 
ranks  and  grades  that  bad,  until  that  time,  been  withheld  from  as 
meritorious  and  gallant  a  class  of  officers  as  ever  devoted  their  days 
and  perilled  their  lives  for  their  country.     Though  the  justice  to 
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which  they  were  entitled  has  been  long  delayed,  it  was  gracefully  and 
generously  rendered  by  the  present  Congress,  and  has  been  and  is 
appreciated  by  the  brave  men  who  are  its  recipients,  and  by  all  at« 
tached  to  the  service,  as  a  just  recognition  of  the  worth  and  ability  of 
the  officers  of  the  American  navy.  It  is  a  gratifying  fact,  also,  that 
our  countrymen  have  responded  with  such  unanimity  to  the  action  of 
Congress,  and  that  the  unworthy  prejudices  against  naval  titles  and 
honors  that  once  existed  have  so  generally  disappeared. 

The  commanders  of  our  squadrons  now  hold  rank  with  those  of 
other  naval  powers  on  the  ocean,  on  distant  service,  and  wherever 
they  carry  our  flag  or  appear  as  the  representatives  of  their  country. 

The  operations  and  working  of  the  law  may  be  improved  and 
modified,  in  some  respects,  without  changing  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  which  are  correct. 

Votes  of  thanks  having  been  rendered  Flag-Officers  L.  M.  Golds- 
borough,  S.  F.  DuPont,  D.  G.  Parragut,  and  A.  H.  Poote,  they  were 
nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  place  of  rear  admiral  on  the  day 
subsequent  to  the  approval  of  the  act.     At  the  same  time  the  names 
of  Captains  Charles  Stewart,  George  C.  Read,  William  B.  Shubrick, 
Joseph  Smith,    George  W.  Storer,   Prancis  H.   Gregory,  Eli  A.  P. 
Lavalette,   Silas  H.  Stringham,  and  Hiram  Paulding  were   sent  in 
for  confirmation  as  rear  admirals  on  the  retired  list.     The  nomina- 
tions not  having  been  submitted  until  the  closing  hours  of  the  session 
were  not  acted  on  by  the  Senate,  but  the  officers  have  been  continued 
in  the  places  to  which  they  were  promoted.     Officers  commanding 
squadrons,  who,  by  the  act  of  December  last,  were  entitled  to  the 
rank  and  title  of  flag-officers,  have,  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  July  16,   been  awarded,   while  on  duty,  the  position  of  acting 
rear  admiral,  thereby  conferring  on  them  rank  corresponding  with 
that  of  officers  in  similar  position  in  tlie  navies  of  other  countries, 
and  relative  rank  with  the  army  officers  of  our  own,  when  co-operat- 
ing or  brought  together  on  active  service. 

In  pursuance  of  the  requirements  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  **act 
to  establish  and  equalize  the  grade  of  line  officers  of  the  United 
States  navy,''  directing  that  the  **  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  ap- 
point an  advisory  board  of  not  less  than  three  officers  senior  to  those 
to  be  reported  upon,  who  shall  carefully  scrutinize  the  active  list  of 
line  officers  above  and  including  the  grade  of  masters  in  the  line  of 
promotion,  and  report  to  him  in  writing  those  who,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  board,  are  worthy  of  promotion,''  I,  on  the  22d  of  July,  appointed 
Captain  William  B.  Shubrick,  president,  and  Captains  Prancis 
Gregory,  E.  A.  P.  Lavallette,  W.  H.  Gardner,  and  William  W. 
McKean,  as  members  of  the  board. 

This  board  assembled  in  Washington  on  the  24th  July,  and  con- 
cluded their  labors  on  the  5th  of  August.  Notice  was  forthwith 
given  the  officers  whom  they  had  designated  of  their  rank  and  posi- 
tion. The  fifth  section  of  the  law  enacts  that  ''the  officers  recom- 
mended shall  be  immediately  commissioned/'  but  as  the  Senate  was 
not  then  in  session,  and  as  the  right  of  selection  and  appointment 
cannot  be  conferred  on  an  advisory  board,  or  by  law  or  congressional 
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action  to  any  other  tribunal  than  is  specified  by  the  Constitution,  the 
names  recommended  will  be  presented  for  nomination  and  confirma- 
tion, subject  to  the  decision  of  the  President  and  Senate  respectively. 

The  law  having  made  no  express  provision  for  officers  not  recom- 
mended by  the  advisory  board,  either  by  promotion  or  retiring  them, 
a  question  arises  as  to  the  disposition  that  is  to  be  made  of  the  officers 
thus  superseded,  for  it  is  presumed  they  are  not  to  be  dismissed, 
although  a  strict  and  literal  compliance  with  the  act  would  seem  to 
require  it.  In  another  respect  the  law  inadvertently  does  injustice 
to  certain  officers  of  the  grade  of  captain,  who,  though  meritorious, 
are  superseded  by  the  act. 

These  and  some  other  defects  and  incongruities  require  remedial 
legislation,  and  I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  them. 

NAVAL   ACADEMY. 

The  largely  increased  number  of  vessels,  and  the  greatly  aug- 
mented force  of  the  navy  in  every  respect,  call  for  an  additional  num- 
ber of  educated  and  properly  disciplined  officers.  But  it  is  well 
known  that,  while  the  demand  for  officers  has  increased,  there  has 
been  a  large  diminution  of  their  number  by  the  desertion  of  those 
who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  insurrection,  left  the  service. 
Efforts  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  meet  our  necessities  from  the 
Naval  Academy  as  early  as  possible,  have  been  attended  with  embarrass- 
ment from  legislativH  action  in  regard  to  appointments.  The  school 
itself  has  been  restricted,  not  only  by  its  removal,  but  by  the  failure 
to  complete  the  authorized  number,  in  consequence  of  no  selections 
of  candidates  having  been  made  by  representatives  in  many  of  the 
districts. 

Whatever  maybe  thought  of  the  propriety  of  surrendering  to  the  pop- 
ular branch  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  government  appoint- 
ments, or  the  control  of  appointments,  expressly  confided,  in  all  cases, 
by  the  Constitution  to  other  departments  of  the  government,  and 
never  to  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  of  the  policy  of  mingling  the 
legislative  authority  with  executive  duties,  the  practice  of  the  depart- 
ment has  been  to  make  the  rule  of  appointment  accord  with  the  laws 
which  are  enacted.  It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  in  this  place  the 
right  of  Congress  to  prescribe  the  locality  from  which  appointments 
shall  be  made.  As  an  indication  of  a  disposition  that  the  naval  offi- 
cers should  be  distributed  throughout  the  country,  the  Executive  has 
made  it  a  point  to  conform,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  rule  or  regu- 
lation indicated  in  the  several  laws  upon  the  subject.  In  consequence 
of  the  insurrection,  however,  and  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  several  of 
the  States  to  elect  representatives  to  Congress,  the  number  of  mid- 
shipmen had  become  reduced  at  the  period  when  the  country  required 
an  increase,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  navy  was  thus  impaired  or  dimin- 
ished by  the  rebellion,  for  the  suppression  of  which  its  fullest  power 
was  invoked.  Notwithstanding  the  desire  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of 
Congress,  so  far  as  they  could  practically  be  carried  into  effect,  it  was 
deemed  unwise  to  permit  those  who  were  waging  war  against  the 
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government  to  weaken  its  energy  and  impair  its  strength,  or  to  destroy 
or  lessen  our  naval  power  by  permitting  the  insurgents,  through 
neglect,  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  so  valuable  an  institution  as  the 
Naval  Academy,  through  a  literal  adherence  to  regulations  of  doubtful 
constitutionality.  Foreseeing  this  state  of  things,  I  have,  in  former 
reports,  suggested  to  Congress  that  the  Executive  should  have  author- 
ity, in  form  of  law  as  well  as  in  fact,  to  select  candidates  for  unrep- 
resented districts  as  well  as  for  districts  whose  representatives  should 
have  made  no  selection. 

When,  therefore,  the  period  approached  for  the  formation  of  the 
class  of  the  present  year,  and  there  remained  a  large  number  of 
vacancies  unsupplied,  it  was  concluded  to  fill  up  the  Academy  by  ap- 
pointments for  some  of  the  vacancies  created  by  the  rebellion.  Such  a 
course  of  action,  plainly  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service,  appeared  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  policy  and  spirit  of  the 
act  of  July  16, 1862,  though  some  of  the  provisions  of  that  act,  as  it  was 
passed,  appear  to  be  expressed  in  inapt  terms,  and  to  be,  indeed,  to 
some  extent,  confused,  if  not  contradictory., 

The  number  of  midshipmen  authorized  by  law  is  515;  the  number 
now  in  the  Academy  is  376,  leaving  139  vacancies,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed, unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct,  to  form  a  second  class 
at  the  half-yearly  examination  in  February  by  appointments  to  all  the 
existing  vacancies,  the  representatives  having  an  opportunity  to  select 
candidates  ffom  their  respective  districts,  the  places  belonging  to 
which  have  been  made  vacant.  During  the  disturbed  and  unsettled 
condition  of  the  school  and  the  country,  I  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  detailing  and  ordering  to  active  duty  some  of  the  officers 
connected  with  the  institution,  and,  for  the  time  being,  have  selected 
civilians  as  instructors  or  assistant  professors. 

Under  the  extreme  pressure  for  trained  and  educated  naval  officers, 
the  midshipmen  of  the  two  highest  classes  were  last  year  detached  from 
the  school  and  ordered  into  active  service.  Two  advanced  classes  have 
been  formed,  which  are  striving  with  commendable  zeal  to  complete 
their  studies  a  year  within  the  prescribed  period.  Instruction  in 
practical  seamanship  is  continued  during  the  whole  academic  year. 
The  midshipmen  are  all  organized  in  two  ship's  companies,  each  one 
having  his  station  assigned  him  in  all  movements.  In  addition,  they 
are  embarked  every  week  on  board  the  practice  ships  John  Adams 
and  Marion. 

I  earnestly  commend  the  Naval  Academy  to  the  fostering  care  of 
Congress,  and  reiterate  my  sense  of  its  importance  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  naval  service.     Its  cost,  even  upon  a  liberal  scale  of  expenditure, 
would  be  insignificant  as  compared  with  its  usefulness  when  properly 
managed. 

PRIZES. 

Persistent  and  systematic  efforts  to  evade  the  blockade,  and  to 
convey  articles,  contraband  of  war,  to  the  insurgents,  have  led  to 
many  captures.  At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  communication,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  vessels  were  reported  to  have  been  seized  by 
the  blockading  squadrons.     There  have  been  since  captured,  and  re- 
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ported  to  the  department,  three  hundred  and  ninety  vessels  of  all 
descriptions,  making  a  total  of  five  hundred  and  forty-three  vessels 
that  have  been  seized  since  the  blockade  has  been  instituted.  Some 
of  the  vessels  captured  which  were  frail  and  not  calculated  for  a  sea 
voyage,  were  destroyed,  but  most  of  them,  including  a  number  of 
valuable  steamers,  have  been  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

Some  modifications  of  the  laws  relative  to  proceedings  in  prize 
cases  were  made  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  further  legis- 
lation would  seem  to  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
these  cases,  and  insure  the  prompt  distribution  of  prize  money. 

Of  the  large  number  of  vessels  sent  in  for  adjudication,  in  only 
forty-five  have  the  proceedings  been  brought  to  a  close,  and  while 
several  millions  of  dollars  in  amount  have  been  captured,  and  are  in 
process  of  condemnation,  the  amount  yet  ordered  to  be  distributed 
is  but  $554,176  51.  Of  this  sum  $376,595  65  is  under  decrees  of 
the  court  at  Key  West. 

MARINE    CORPS. 

In  submitting  his  annual  report  the  colonel  commandant  of  the 
marine  states  that  the  corps  is  now  six  hundred  men  short  of  the  com- 
plement, as  exhibited  by  the  general  return,  while,  in  his  opinion,  an 
increase  of  five  hundred  men,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  oflScers, 
is  required. 

There  has  always  been  a  divided  opinion  among  naval  officers  in 
regard  to  maintaining  a  distinct  organization  of  marines  for  service 
on  ships-of-war,  even  before  the  great  change  which  the  service  has 
undergone  by  the  introduction  of  steamers,  with  their  corps  of  engi- 
neers, firemen,  and  attendants.  An  incongruity  attaches  to  the  sys- 
tem, for  the  marines  are  partly  under  the  army  laws  and  regulations, 
and  partly  under  the  naval  code.  On  shore  they  are  paid  by  a  ma- 
rine paymaster,  on  shipboard  by  a  navy  paymaster.  They  are  sub- 
sisted on  the  army  ration  on  shore,  while  on  shipboard  they  have  the 
navy  ration.  Consequently  the  condition  of  the  marines  vary  from 
shore  to  ship,  or  ship  to  shore,  as  they  may  be  employed. 

It  would  be  better  were  the  corps  to  be  permanently  attached  to 
either  the  naval  or  army  service,  instead  of  occupying  an  equivocal 
attitude  as  regards  both. 

The  discipline  and  proficiency  of  the  corps  are  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  it  is  due  to  the  corps,  from  its 
numbers  and  position,  that  the  commander  should  be  made  a  briga- 
dier general,  and  thereby  have  rank  corresponding  with  like  com- 
mands. 

SEAMEN  AND  EMPLOYEES  IN  NAVY  YARDS. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  on  board  of  our  naval  vessels, 
including  receiving  ships  and  recruits,  is  about  28,000;  and  there 
are  not  less  than  12,000  mechanics  and  laborers  employed  at  the  dif- 
ferent navy  yards  and  naval  stations. 
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It  would  be  difficult  to  state  the  number  employed  at  private  yards 
and  establishments  on  government  work  and  under  contracts  with  the 
department. 

THE  BUREAUS. 

The  reports  of  the  several  bureaus  connected  with  the  department 
exhibit  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  year  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  them  respectively. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  details  specifically 
the  various  changes  that  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the 
diflFerent  navy  yards,  and  gives  his  reasons  at  length  for  not  pur- 
chasing land  on  Seavey^s  island,  for  which  a  contingent  appropriation 
was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  He  also  offers  some  sug- 
gestions relative  to  the  location  of  a  navy  yard  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  country  in  the  construction  of  iron  and  armored  vessels. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  submits  the  usual  statis- 
tics connected  with  his  department.  The  large  expenditure  and  vast 
details  that  devolve  on  this  officer  make  his  duties  at  all  times  ardu- 
ous and  responsible,  and  they  have  been  immensely  increased  by  the 
times,  yet  they  have  been  met  and  discharged  with  unwearied  assi- 
duity. By  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  the  labor 
of  the  construction  bureau  will  be  greatly  relieved ;  yet  it  must,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  onerous  and  responsible. 

The  improvements  in  ordnance  equal,  perhaps,  if  they  do  not 
excel,  those  which  are  made  in  armature.  On  this  subject  great 
progress  has  been  made  within  a  few  years,  and  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice, under  the  direction  of  the  skilful  officer  who  has  given  it  his 
special  attention,  and  whose  abilities  in  that  capacity  originally  caused 
him  to  be  detached  from  active  duty  afloat,  and  whose  great  services 
led  him  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  have 
elevated  the  standard  of  ordnance  in  the  navy. 

Like  every  other  branch  of  the  public  service,  that  of  ordnance 
was  wholly  unprepared  for  the  great  crisis  that  befel  the  country  in 
1861,  and  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  difficulties  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  national  troubles  was  that  of  procuring  ordnance  as 
rapidly  as  was  required  for  our  increasing  navy.  To  remedy  the 
deficiencies  and  wants  when  our  vesselR  were  multiplying,  we  were 
compelled  for  a  time  to  revert  to  old  artillery  which  had  been  dis- 
carded, and  to  avail  ourselves  of  extraordinary  means  to  meet  the 
then  existing  necessities.  These  difficulties  have  been,  in  a  measure, 
overcome,  and  our  ordnance  is  greatly  improved  and  improving. 

It  gives  mo  pleasure  to  invite  attention  to  the  elaborate  and  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 
and  to  ask  the  favorable  consideration  of  Conjjjress  to  his  suggestions, 
particularly  those  recommending  an  ample  supply  of  munitions  in 
advance  for  the  service. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  transmits  the 
usual  abstracts  and  statements  of  the  operations  of  his  department, 
and  calls  attention  to  the  working,  particularly  in  time  of  war,  of  the 
present  contract  system  as  required  by  law.      In  some  respects  it  may 
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be  modified  for  the  better,  and  if  the  article  of  bread,  and  perhaps 
other  naval  supplies,  were  taken  from  the  list  of  contract  articles  the 
government  might  be  better  served.  The  chief  of  the  bureau  recom- 
mends the  establishment  of  a  government  bakery,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  a  more  satisf;  .ctory  article  than  is  now  furnished,  and  one  less 
liable  to  deterioration,  would  be  made,  and  with  economy  to  the 
government.  The  change  would  undoubtedly  have  its  advantages, 
and  is  commended  to  favorable  consideration.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  owing  to  a  change  in  the  character  of  naval  vessels  the  pay  of 
clerks  to  paymasters  is  wholly  inadequate  and  disproportioned  to  the 
,  salary  of  other  oflScers. 

With  the  enlargement  of  the  naval  force,  a  corresponding  increase 
has  been  required  in  the  medical  department.  The  report  of  the 
chief  of  the  Medical  Bureau  furnishes  the  usual  items  of  expense 
and  the  statistics  for  the  year  of  the  sick,  killed,  and  wounded.  One 
hundred  and  ninety-two  have  been  killed,  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  wounded,  and  twenty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one 
have  been  under  treatment.  The  total  number  of  deaths  has  been 
one  hundred  and  seventy -eight,  a  per  centage  of  0.77  to  the 
whole  number  of  cases  treated.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  w«8  made  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital 
on  Seavey's  Island.  The  sum  is  deemed  inadequate,  and  the  appro- 
priation was  so  connected  with  the  purchase  of  land  that  it  has  been 
unavailable.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  is  desired  for  a  hospital  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  disconnected  with  propositions  for  the 
purchase  of  land,  leaving  the  site  to  the  judgment  of  the  depart- 
ment. As  additional  hospital  accommodations  are  urgently  needed, 
I  recommend  the  applications  to  early  and  favorable  consideration. 
The  Bureaus  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting,  Steam  Engineering 
and  Navigation,  having  been  organized  subsequent  to  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year,  have  only  submitted  estimates  for  the  coming  year. 

EXPENSES   AND   ESTIMATES. 

The  appropriations  made  at  the  regular  and  special  sessions  of  Con- 
gress for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862,  were  $43,615,551  77. 
The  expenses  of  the  department  during  the  same  time  were 
$42,200,529  96— leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $1,415,021  81. 
The  amount  expended  includes  the  payment  for  the  construction  of 
fifty-two  steamers ;  the  purchase,  alterations,  and  armament  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  steamers  and  sailing  vessels;  all  the  charter- 
money  paid  by  the  department,  together  with  all  the  increased  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  enlarged  navy.  The  amount  appropriated  for 
the  current  fiscal  year,  (ending  June  30,  1863,)  is  $52,814,359  07. 
The  estimates  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 
amount  to  $68,257,256  01,  viz: 
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Navy  proper $65,096,277  70 

Marine  corps • 1,248,417  31 

Navy  yards 1,604,123  00 

Hospitals 82,400  00 

Magazines • 33,522,00 

Miscellaneous 192,515  00 


68,257,255  01 


The  objects  for  which  the  appropriations  are  required  are  given  in 
detail  in  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  and  the  commandant 
of  the  marine  corps. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  place  before  you  and  the  country  an  ex- 
position of  the  action  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  navy  during  the  past  year.  My  account  is,  I  am  aware, 
necessarily  imperfect,  and  I  therefore  again  refer  for  interesting  and 
important  details  to  the  subsidiary  reports  herewith  presented,  v/hich 
I  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  government  and  the  country.  If 
what  I  have  written  shall  be  considered  as  attesting  in  any  degree 
the  foresight  and  energy  of  this  department,  then  I  request  that  a 
generous  measure  of  approbation  may  be  awarded  to  those  by  whom 
I  have  been  oflBcially  aided.  I  esteem  myself  and  the  country  fortu- 
nate in  the  selection  of  those  who  have  been  associated  with  me  in 
administering*  the  duties  of  this  department.  In  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary I  have  ever  found  an  able,  earnest,  and  efficient  coadjutor. 
And  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  aid  which  I  have  at  all 
times  received  from  the  energy,  experience,  and  wise  counsel  of  the 
several  Chiefs  of  Bureaus  in  my  administration  of  our  naval  affairs, 
and  which  have  been  of  the  highest  value  to  the  service  and  the 
country. 

But  most  of  all  do  I  commend  to  the  gratitude  and  praise  of  their 
government  and  country  the  officers  and  men  of  the  naval  service. 
In  my  last  annual  report  I  said  that  in  their  hands  the  historic  re- 
nown of  the  American  navy  had  been  elevated  and  augmented. 
Another  year  of  their  heroic  and  triumphant  service  authorizes  and 
impels  me  now  to  state  that  no  country  ever  owed  a  higher  appre- 
ciation to  its  navy  than  is  justly  due  to  ours.  No  choice  of  naval 
officers  for  high  commands  or  important  administrative  positions  was 
ever  more  fortunate  or  successful. 

For  myself  I  claim  only  the  merit — which,  being  manifest  official 
obligation,  can  scarcely  be  considered  a  merit — of  having  in  a  con- 
scientious spirit  devoted  in  this  memorable  crisis  of  our  history, 
with  unwearied  and  unceasing  effort,  my  best  powers  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  the  head  of  this 
department. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
To  the  President. 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Commander  O.  S.  Gluson*s  report  of  the  destruction,  of  a  light-skip,  December 

30,  1861. 

United  States  Steamer  Mount  Vernon, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C  December  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  having  observed  that  the  rebels  made  use 
of  a  light-ship  (which  was  formerly  on  the  Frying-pan  shoals)  as  a  beacon  for 
guiding  vessels  in  and  out  of  the  harbor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  us 
by  hoisting  lights  at  night,  I  determined  to  take  advantage  of  a  hazy  night, 
with  the  wind  off  shore,  to  effect  her  destruction.  I  therefore  sent  the  cutter 
and  gig  last  night  at  midnight  to  destroy  her,  if  possible.  The  cutter  I  placed 
under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Alick  Allen,  with  Mr.  John  P.  Foote, 
coast  pilot,  and  a  crew  of  five  men,  who  were  all  well  armed ;  this  boat  was 
also  well  supplied  with  combustible  materials  for  the  purpose  of  firing  the 
vessel.  The  gig  was  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Henry  L.  Sturges, 
and  had  a  crew  of  six  men,  who  were  also  well  armed.  In  going  in,  this  boat 
took  the  lead,  and  while  the  cutter  was  alongside  of  the  light-vessel,  she  lay  off 
on  her  oars  ready  to  support  her  in  the  event  of  an  attack  being  made. 

From  the  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  1  gather  the  following  particulars : 
The  boats  pulled  in  together  till  they  got  within  a  short  distance  of  the  light- 
vessel  on  the  off  side  of  her  from  Fort  Caswell ;  the  cutter  then  pulled  under 
the  starboard  quarter  of  the  vessel,  and  by  the  assistance  of  a  rope  found  hang- 
ing there,  the  two  officers,  a  boatswain's  mate  and  a  quartermaster,  climbed  on 
board.  They  found  that  she  was  quite  deserted,  and  that  carpenters  had 
recently  been  at  work  on  her  putting  up  additional  berths  and  cutting  gun- 
ports.  She  was  pierced  for  eight  guns — six  broadside  and  two  after  guns — and 
had  the  fighting-bolts  in  the  deck,  and  everything  nearly  rcadv  for  mounting 
the  guns.  It  was  evidently  intended  to  arm  her  for  harbor  defence.  They 
, found  large  quantities  of  wood  lying  about,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  com- 
bustibles taken  in  the  boat,  a  heap  of  combustible  matter  was  soon  collected, 
which,  when  well  saturated  with  turpentine,  was  set  fire  to.  The  fire  was  dis- 
covered from  the  fort,  (which  was  so  near  that  the  voices  of  the  men  giving  the 
alarm  were  distinctly  heard  by  those  on  board  of  the  light-vessel,)  but  no  effort 
was  made  to  molest  *the  boats  until  they  were  out  of  sight.  The  fort  then 
opened  fire  from  her  great  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  boats,  but  they  were  far 
removed  from  harm's  way,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  vessel  bum 
to  the  water's  edge,  and  at  this  time  there  is  not  a  vestige  of  her  to  be  seen 
above  the  water. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  in  this  communication  that  every  officer  and 
man  in  this  ship  was  a  volunteer  for  this  expedition.  Much  credit  is  due,  both 
to  the  officers  and  men,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their 
hazardous  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  S.  GLISSON, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Gk)LDSBOROUGH, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Sfc. 
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Flag-Officer  Gddsbarough's  report  of  arrival  at  Hafteras  inlet  January  13, 

and  of  vessels  in  readiness  for  service. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatteras  Inlets  January  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  I  arrived  here  from 
Hampton  roads,  in  the  army  transport  Spaulding,  on  the  morning  of  ^he  13th 
instant,  just  at  the  commencement  of  a  strong  northeast  gale  of  wind,  which 
lasted  until  the  morning  of  the  15th,  when  for  the  first  moment  we  were  enabled 
to  commence  moving  our  naval  vessels  to  a  position  in  the  sound  over  and  beyond 
the  bulkhead,  where  seventeen  of  them  now  lie,  and  have  been  lying  for  several 
days,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Commander  Rowan,  in  full  readiness 
for  operations  of  any  sort.  This,  in  effect,  now  gives  us  the  naval  command  of 
the  sound ;  its  military  command  will  be  secured  by  taking  Roanoke  island. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Whitehall,  Perry,  and  Barney,  all  the  vessels 
intended  to  serve  on  the  expedition  have  safely  arrived.  The  Whitehall,  in 
trying  to  get  here,  became  so  seriously  disabled  that  she  was  compelled  to  put 
back  into  Hampton  roads,  whence  I  ordered  her  to  Newport  News,  to  remain 
with  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  whose  mechanics  will  do  everything  they 
can  to  put  her  in  useful  order.  1  no  longer  look  for  her  services  on  this  expedi- 
tion. In  case  of  an  attack  at  Newport  News,  she  will  be  of  good  service  there. 
She  is  doubtless  the  worst  sea-boat  of  all  the  ferry-boats  with  which  I  have  had 
to  do,  and  certainly  the  most  unfortunate. 

Why  the  Perry  and  Barney  have  not  arrived  here,  is  more  than  I  know. 
They  ought  to  have  left  Hampton  roads  more  than  a  week  ago.  As  they  are 
both  aimed  with  9-inch  guns,  I  should  greatly  prefer  to  have  their  services ; 
but,  in  an  onward  movement,  I  shall  not  wait  a  moment  for  them. 

General  Buniside  is  here  with  the  most  of  his  vessels  and  all  his  troops. 
He  reached  this  inlet,  in  the  Picket,  simultaneously  with  my  arrival  in  the 
Spaulding.  Owing  to  various  difficulties,  it  was  not  in  his  power,  before  yes- 
terday, to  make  any  rapid  progress  in  getting  his  vessels  over  the  bulkhead. 
Some  of  the  difficulties,  I  fear,  will  prove  insuperable,  but  many  of  them  will 
be  surmounted  in  a  day  or  two.  Then  we  shall  at  once  move  together  to  our 
destined  point  of  attack. 

The  channel- way  of  this  bulkhead  is  shallow,  narrow,  and  tortuous.  Under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  scarcely  an  inch  more  than  7J  feet  of  water 
can  be  found  in  it.  It  was  only  by  the  greatest  exertions  and  perseverance  on 
the  part  of  my  officers  and  men,  and  by  turning  every  possible  expedient  to 
prompt  account,  that  our  vessels  of  the  heaviest  draught  (some  of  them  drawing 
quite  eight  feet)  were  worried  through  this  perplexing  gut;  and  it  was  in  con- 
tending with  this  difficult  passage,  with  our  vessels  struggMng  along  unavoidably 
one  by  one,  that  I  first  expected  opposition  from  the  enemy ;  but  nothing  of  the 
sort  occurred.  Until  quite  recently  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  this  neigh- 
borhood weekly,  and  amusing  himself  by  keeping  just  out  of  harm's  way,  and 
expending  ammunition  from  rifled  guns  at  the  vessels  in  this  harbor.  In  no 
instance,  however,  did  any  projectile  of  his  ever  reach  one  of  them.  I  had 
occasion  to  send  out  a  steamer  day  before  yesterday  to  ascertain  if  a  certain 
buoy  in  the  sound  was  still  in  its  place,  and,  while  engaged  upon  this  service, 
she  discovered  two  rebel  steamers  in  the  distance.  On  the  fact  being  commu- 
nicated to  Commander  Rowan,  he  instantly  put  after  them  with  several  of  our 
steamers,  but  they  at  once  took  to  flight,  and  were  too  far  off  to  be  overhauled. 
Any  decided  approach  now  to  this  quarter  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  all 
the  force  he  can  muster,  would,  to  a  moral  certainty,  result  in  his  speedy  cap- 
ture or  destruction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  herewith  a  list  of  the  vessels  over  the 
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bulkhead,  and  in  readiness  for  operations,  showing  the  names  of  their  com- 
manders and  the  character  of  their  armament. 

January  26. — The  above  was  written  to  go  by  the  Spaulding  on  the  23d,  but 
a  severe  gale  of  wind  has  detained  her.  Since  then  the  Commodore  Perry  has 
arrived,  and  Greneral  Bumside  has  succeeded  in  getting  a  considerable  number 
of  his  vessels  over  the  bulkhead.  Things  now  look  hopeful,  and  I  sincerely 
tru8t  that  we  shall  be  at 'the  enemy  very  soon.  The  Commodore  Barney,  I  am 
informed,  was  to  have  sailed  two  hours  or  so  after  the  Perry.  I  therefore  look 
for  her  every  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  60LDSB0R0UGH, 
Flag-Officer y  (Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. ^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Flao-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 

HaUeras  Inlet,  January  19,  1862. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  now  over  the  bulkhead  and  in  readiness 
for  service,  showing  the  names  of  their  commanders  and  the  character  of  their 
armaments : 


Names  of  vessels. 

Names  of  commanders. 

Armament. 

1.  Stars  and  Stripet- 

Lieut.  Com'g  Werden 

4  8-in  of  55  cwt.;  1  20-pdr.  Parrott. 

2.  Louibiaoa 

Lieut.  Com'g  Murray 

1  8-ki.  of  63  cwt;  1  32  pdr.  of  57  cwt; 
2  32-pdrs.  of  3  cwt.;  1  12-pdr.  rifled 
Dahlgren . 

3.  Hetzel 

lieut.  Com'g  Davenport 

Lieut.  Com'g  Je£fers 

1  9-in.  of  —  cwt.;  1  80-pdr.  rifled. 
1  8  in.  of  63  cwt. ;  1  80-pdr.  rifled  ;  1 

4.  DDderwiiter 

12-pdr.   rifled;    1    12-pdr.    smooth 

bore. 

5.  Delaware 

Lieut.  Com'g  Qoackenbush.. 

1  9-ln.  of  —  cwt. ;  1 32-pdr.  of  57  cwt  ; 
1  12pdr.  rifled. 

6.  Valley  City 

Lieut.  Com'g  Chaplin 

4  32-pdrs.  of  42  cwt.;  1  12-pdr.  rifled. 

7.  Soatbfleia 

A.  V.  Lt.  Com'g  BeLm 

3  9  in.  of  —  cwt.;  1  100-pdr.  rifled. 

8.  Hunchback 

A.  V.  Lt.  Com'g  Colhoun... 

Do.                          do. 

9.  Morse 

Act'g  Master  Hayes 

2  9-in.  of  —  cwt. 

10.  Whitehead 

Act'g  Master  French 

1  9-in.  of  —  cwt. 

11.  Seymour 

Act'g  Master  Wells 

1  30-pdr.  rifled  ;  1  12-pdr.  rifled. 

12.  BhawHheeo 

Act'  g  Master  Woodward 

2  20-pdr8.  rifled.          ' 

13.  Lock  wood 

Act'g  Master  Graves 

1  80-pdr.  rifled;   1  12-pdr.  rifled;  1 12- 

% 

pdr.  smooth  bore. 

14.  Ceres.......... 

Act'g  Master  McDiarmid.... 
Act'g  Master  Hotchkiss 

1  30-pdr.  rifled  ;  1  32^pdr.  of  33  cwt 
1  20-pdr.  rifled. 

15.  Patoam 

16.  Briacker 

Act'g  Master  Giddings 

1  30-pdr.  rifled. 

17.  Granite 

Act'g  Master's  Mate  Boomer. 

1  32-pdr.  of  57  cwt. 

The  ahove  force  exhibits  as  follows : 

11  guns  of  9-in. 

2  guns,  100-pdr.  rifled. 

3  guns,  80-pdr.  rifled. 

2  guns  of  8-in.,  63  cwt. 

4  guns  of  8-in.,  65  cwt. 

3  guns,  32-pdrs.,  57  cwt 


25 


4  guns,  32-pdrs.,  42  cwt 
4  guns,  32-pdrs. ,  33  cwt. 

3  guns,  30-pdr.  rifled. 

4  guns  20-pdr.  rifled. 
6  guns,  12-pdr.  rifled. 

2  guns,  12-pdr.  smooth  bore. 


23 
25 


Total 48guis. 

L.  M.  G0LD6B0B0UGH,  FUgOffimr. 
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Flag' Officer  Goldsborough  reports  the  capture  of  Roanoke  island^  N.  C, 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Islandy  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  Roanoke  island  is  ours.  Its  military  authorities  struck  to  us  yesterday. 
Their  means  of  defence  were  truly  formidable,  and  thev  were  used  with  a 
determination  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  They  consisted  of  two  elaborately  con- 
structed works,  mounting  together  twenty  guns,  three  of  them  being  lOO-pounder 
rifles  ;  four  other  batteries,  mounting  together  twenty  guns, «  large  proportion 
of  them  being  also  of  larger  calibre,  and  some  of  them  rifled :  eieht  steamers, 
mounting  two  guns  each,  and  each  having  a  rifled  gun  with  tne  diameter  of  a 
32-pounder;  a  prolonged  obstruction  of  sunken  vessels  and  piles  to  thwart  our 
advance ;  and,  altogether,  a  body  of  men  numbering  scarcely  less  than,  five 
thousand,  of  whom  three  thousand  are  now  our  prisoners.  The  fighting  com- 
menced on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  at  about  11  o'clock,  and  was  continued 
until  dark.  The  following  morning  it  was  renewed  at  an  early  hour,  and  it 
lasted  until  well  in  the  afternoon,  when,  by  a  bold  charge  of  our  army,  the  rebel 
flag  was  made  to  succumb,  and  our  own  was  hoisted  everywhere  on  the  island 
in  its  place.  No  attack  could  have  been  more  completely  executed,  and  it  was 
carried  out  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  before  the  expe- 
dition left  Hatteras  inlet. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  the  naval  branch  of  the  expedition  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  department  hereafter. 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general  order  issued  to-day  to  be  read 
on  the  quarter-deck  of  each  vessel  belonging  to  that  branch  of  the  expedition. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag' Officer y  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February^,  1862. 

general  order. 

To  the  officers  and  m>en  under  my  command  engaged  in  the  reduction  of  Roanoke 

island : 

Your  efforts  of  yesterday  and  day  before  against  the  enemy  were  alike  worthy 
of  yourselves  and  the  sacred  cause  that  your  glorious  flag  upholds. 

I  thank  you  for  them,  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  results  achieved.  No 
commander-in-chief  could  have  been  more  gallantly  sustained,  or  could  have 
desired  a  more  gratifying  display  of  coolness,  skill,  and  discipline. 

We  have  yet  more  work  of  the  kind  to  accomplish,  and  will  soon  deliver 
Another  blow  to  crush  the  hydra  of  rebellion.  From  what  I  have  already  wit- 
nessed, I  am  sure  that  you  will  do  it  well. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Engagement  off  Elizaheth  City,  North  Carolina,  on  the  9th  February,  1862, 
and  destruction  of  enemy*  i  naval  force  and  battery  on  Cobb's  Point, 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  RoanoTce  Island,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Just  as  I  closed  my  despatch  to  you  of  yesterday  I  received  reliable  in- 
formation that  the  rebel  steamers  which  escaped  from  here  had  gone  to  Elizabeth 
City,  and  thereupon  I  immediately  ordered  Commander  Rowan  to  take  thirteen 
of  our  steamers  under  his  command  and  go  in  pursuit  of  them ;  and  also,  if 
practicable,  to  execute  other  important  service,  viz,  the  destruction  up  the  North 
river  of  a  link  of  the  Albermarle  and  Chesapeake  canal.  He  dashed  off  with  a 
whole  heart  at  his  work,  and  the  way  he  has  already  accomplished  the  first  part 
of  it  his  own  preliminary  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
enclose,  will  iiiform  you.  I  have  decided  to  send  the  Stars  and  Stripes  off  to 
Hampton  roads  to-morrow  morning  to  bring  me  ammunition  from  there  without 
delay.  Mr.  Van  Brunt,  my  secretary,  will  go  in  her,  and  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton to  deliver  to  you  my  despatches  and  two  of  the  rebel  flags  we  have  taken. 
I  am,  very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  happiness  to  report  that  I  met  the  enemy  off  this  place  this 
morning  at  nine  o'cIock,  and  after  a  very  sharp  engagement  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing or  capturing  his  entire  naval  force  and  silencing  and  destroying  his  battery 
on  Cobb's  Point.  The  only  vessel  saved  from  destruction  is  the  steamer  Ellis, 
Captain  J.  M.  Cook,  who  is  wounded  and  a  prisoner  on  board  this  ship.  I  have 
other  prisoners. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  casualties  are  few,  considering  the  warmth  of  the 
enemy's  fire — say  two  or  three  killed  and  some  wounded. 

I  send  the  Ellis  to  you  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Chase,  of  this  ship, 
whom  I  hope  you  will  confirm  in  the  command. 

The  conduct  of  the  gallant  men  I  have  the  honor  to  command  is  worthy  of  all 
praise. 

A  detailed  account  will  be  frimished  when  I  have  time. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  none  of  the  vessels  are  severely  injured.  I  shall  leave 
here  a  small  force,  and  visit  the  canals,  and  take  a  look  into  the  other  places 
before  I  return. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy, 
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Detailed  report  of  attack  and  capture  of  Roanoke  island^  North  CeMroUmOf 

February  7  and  8,  1662. 

United  States  Flao-Steamer  PHiLAOBLPHfA, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  detailed  report  concemiDg  the  part  taken  hj  some  of  the 
vessels  belonging  to  the  North  Atlantic  blockading  squadron  in  the  engagement 
of  the  7th  and  8th  instant,  I  hare  now  the  honor  to  submit : 

On  the  28th  ultimo,  all  the  vessels  composing  the  naval  branch  of  our  com- 
bined expedition  intended  by  my  arrangements  to  participate  in  the  redaction 
of  RoanoKC  island,  and  operate  elsewhere  in  its  vicinities,  were  over  the  bulk- 
head dt  Hatteras  inlet  and  iu  readiness  for  service;  but,  owing  to  circumBtanon 
already  communicated  to  the  department,  it  was  not  until  the  5tfa  instant  that 
those  composing  the  army  brandi  of  it  were  similarly  situated. 

The  naval  vessels  in  view,  all  of  which  were  placed  by  me  under  the  genexal 
command  of  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  were  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Reed  Werdcn ;  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Conmianding  A.  Murray ; 
Hetzel,  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K.  Davenport ;  Underwriter,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  William  N.  Jeffers;  Delaware,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  P. 
Quackenbush;  Commodore  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusaer; 
Valley  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Chaplin ;  Gonunodore  Barney,  Act- 
ing Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  T.  Renshaw ;  Hunchback,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  R.  Colhoun ;  Southfield,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  C.  F.  W.  Behm ;  Morse,  Acting  iHaster  Commanding  Peter 
Hayes ;  Whitehead,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Charles  A.  French ;  Lock- 
wood,  Acting  Master  Commanding  G.  W.  Graves ;  Brincker,  Acting  Master 
Commanding  John  £.  Giddings ;  I.  N.  Seymour,  Acting  Master  Commanding 
F.  S.  Wells ;  Ceres,  Acting  Master  Commanding  John  McDiarmid ;  Putnam, 
Acting  Master  Commanding  W.  J.  Hotchkiss ;  Shawsheen,  Acting  Master  Com- 
manding Thomas  G.  Woodward ;  and  Granite,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Conmiand- 
ing £.  Boomer. 

During  our  detention  at  the  inlet  we  resorted  to  every  means  in  our  power  to 
get  accurate  information  of  the  enemy's  position  and  preparation,  and  we  obtained 
enough  to  enable  us  to  arrange  our  programme  of  attack,  which,  in  substance, 
was  as  follows  :  The  naval  division  was  to  lead  from  the  time  of  starting  up  to 
that  of  encountering  the  enemy.  The  marshes,  in  case  of  being  defended  by  a 
battery  and  the  enemy's  vessels,  were  to  be  passed  by  noticing  the  former  only 
in  a  trani*it()ry  way,  and  by  dashing,  without  delay,  directly  at  the  latter.  On 
approaching  Jloanokc  ii^land  sufficiently  near,  the  batteries  at  Pork  and  Sandy 
Points  (if  any  at  the  latter)  and  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  if  drawn  up  to  meet 
us,  were  to  be  the  first  objects  assailed  by  the  naval  division,  aided  by  such 
fighting  vessels,  under  the  general  command  of  Commander  Samuel  F.  Hasard^ 
as  the  army  division  could  afford. 

While  this  work  was  going  on  the  army,  under  cover  of  its  own  vessels  and 
six  of  our  armed  launches,  was  to  land  at  Ashby's  harbor,  or,  if  preferable,  a 
portion  of  it  at  Sandy  Point,  half  a  mile  above.  In  advancing  from  the  inlet 
the  vessels  of  both  branches  of  the  expedition  were  to  observe  my  signals. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  necessary  general  signals  for  a  move 
were  thrown  out  from  the  PhihuUdphia,  and,  as  soon  afterward  as  could  be  ex- 
pected for  so  large  a  number  of  vensels,  all  wen*  under  way,  with  the  naval  diJ* 
vision  as  prescribed  arrang(;d  in  three  columns,  commanded,  respectively,  by 
Lieutenants  Commanding  Werden,  Murray,  and  Davenport.  Although  the 
weather  favored  us,  our  progress  was  unavoidably  slow. 

Apprehending  that  the  buoy  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Long  Point  shoal, 
distant  some  twenty  miles  from  the  inlet,  might  have  been  removed,  a  steamer. 
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with  the  Granite  in  tow,  was  sent  ahead  to  ascertaiif  the  fact,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  phice  another  already  prepared  in  its  stead.  Fortunately,  it  had  not  been 
removed.  A  flag,  however,  was  placed  upon  it,  a  signal  of  caution  was  made, 
and  thus  the  shoal,  the  worst  obstruction  in  the  way,  was  safely  avoided  by 
each  and  all. 

At  sundown,  having  arrived  off  Stumpy  Point  and  within  ten  miles  of  the 
marshes,  the  whole  force  anchored  by  signal,  each  vessel  occupying  as  nearly 
as  practicable,  the  same  relative  position  toward  the  rest  as  she  had  done  in 
steaming.  Here  it  was  judged  expedient  to  detaiPa  small  party  to  visit  a  cer- 
tain house  on  the  mainland  for  the  purpose  of  securing,  even  forcibly,  the  ser- 
vices of  a  certain  individual,  whose  name  had  been  given  to  us  at  the  inlet.  An 
officer  took  it  in  charge,  and  before  midnight  he  brought  the  man  to  me  on  board 
the  Philadelphia. 

Early  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  my  staff  and  fleet.  Cap- 
tain Commander  Augustus  L.  Case,  Captain's  Clerk  H.  G.  B.  Fisher,  as  siernal 
officer,  with  two  petty  officers  to  assist  him,  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  R.  Robeson 
and  Nathaniel  S.  Barstow,  of  the  army  signal  corps,  with  their  party  of  four 
men,  I  changed  my  quarters  temporarily  from  the  Philadelphia  to  the  South- 
field,  and  hoisted  my  flag  on  board  of  her.  In  a  little  while  afterward  our  whole 
force,  by  signal,  was  again  under  way  with  two  of  our  lighter  draught  steamers,  the 
C(!re3  and  Putnam,  a  mile  or  so  in  advance,  in  order  to  detect  either  the  enemy 
himself  or  any  obstructions  he  might  have  concealed.  The  weather  was  now 
thick  and  threatening,  and,  of  course,  bad  for  distant  discoveries.  About  9 
o'clock,  however,  it  cleared  away  for  a  short  while  in  the  direction  of  Roanoke 
island,  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  we  distinctly  recognized  the  enemy's  armed 
and  other  vessels  lying  at  anchor,  apparently  close  in  with  the  shore  between 
Pork  and  Wier  Point;  but  in  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  and  when  within 
a  couple  of  miles  of  the  marshes,  it  again  became  not  only  thick,  but  rainy  and 
windy,  and  this  induced  us  to  anchor  once  more,  still  observing  the  same  general 
order  of  relative  position  that  we  had  done  the  evening  before.  In  the  course 
of  the  afternoon  one  of  the  enemy's  steamers  approached  the  marshes  for  the  pur- 
pose, no  doubt,  of  reconnoitering  our  force.  She  met  with  no  opposition  from  us, 
simply  because  we  were  not  unwilling  that  she  should  accomplish  her  wishes. 

The  following  morning,  Friday,  February  7,  at  daylight,  the  weather  was 
more  propitious,  and  the  sky  gave  evident  signs  of  a  clear  day.  At  9  o'clock, 
and  for  the  third  time  since  leaving  the  inlet,  the  whole  force  was  put  under 
way  by  another  general  signal.  Besides  the  Ceres  and  Putnam,  the  Underwriter 
also  was  placed  in  advance,  the  former  two  to  keep  not  more  than  400  yards 
ahead  of  the  fliig-ship,  and  the  latter,  at  a  proper  time,  to  go  as  much  beyond 
that  distance  as  might  be  necessary  to  discover,  as  early  as  possible,  if  a  battery 
had  been  erected  on  Sandy  Point.  The  marshes  were  soon  threaded  and  astern 
of  us.  Their  passage-way  is  so  narrow  as  not  to  admit  more  than  two  vessels 
abreast,  and  in  this  order  they  kept  until  it  was  cleared,  and  the  much  wider 
waters  of  Croatan  sound  were  reached.  Being  anxious  to  make  a  decided  im- 
pression upon  the  enemy  early  in  the  contest,  all  the  vessels  with  9-inch  guns 
were  ordered  to  close  up  around  the  flag-ship.  At  10.30  a  m.,  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels, eight  in  number,  all  being  drawn  up  behind  an  extensive  obstruction  formed 
by  a  double  row  of  piles  and  sunken  vessels  stretching  well  across  the  sound 
and  between  the  forts  on  Pork  and  Wier  Points,  one  of  them  fired  a  heavy  gun, 
probably  intended  to  announce,  generally,  that  an  attack  was  just  impending. 
In  loss  than  an  hour  afterwards,  tlie  Underwriter  failing  to  draw  a  reply  to  a 
shot  she  had  fired,  signaled  "no  battery  on  Sandy  P»)int."  The  omission  to 
gnard  this  point  was  favorable  to  the  arrangement  of  landing  the  troops  at 
Ash  by 's  harbor.  Had  it  been  protected  our  difficulties  would  have  been  mate- 
rially increased. 

Not  long  after  this  announcement,  the  naval  division,  composed  and  com- 
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manded  as  stated  above,  accompanied,  as  predetennined,  hj  the  Picket^  Captain 
Thomas  P.  Ives ;  Iluzzar,  Captain  Frederick  Crocker ;  Pioneer,  Captain  Gnarlefl 
E.  Baker ;  Yidette,  Captain  John  L.  Foster ;  Ranger,  Captain  Bamuel  dneraon ; 
Lancer,  Captain  M.  B.  Morley ;  and  Chasseur,  Captain  John  West,  of  the  army 
division,  and  keeping  in  close  order,  had  approached  the  enemy  near  enough  to 
hogin  the  attack,  and  to  devote  the  most  of  its  firing  against  the  fort  on  Poik 
Point,  not  neglecting,  however,  the  enemy's  vessels,  a  battery  between  Pork  and 
Weir  Points,  and  another  on  Redstone  Point,  all  of  which  opened  fire  npon  ub, 
but  the  latter  only  occasionally,  and  without  eflfect.     By  noon,  our  vessels  having 
approached  still  nearer,  the  action  became  general  on  their  part  and  that  of  the 
enemy.     At  1.30  p.  m.  the  effect  of  our  firing  caused  the  oarracks  behind  the 
fort  at  Pork  Point  to  burst  into  flames,  and  at  2.1c5  p.  m.  they  were   burning 
furiously,  entirely  beyond   redemption.     About   this   time  our  vessels  being 
placed  by  their  respective  commanders  as  advantageously  as   circamstances 
would  permit,  the  firing  was  the  hottest.     Throughout  the  sound  lyiue  between 
Roanoke  island  and  the  main  land  the  depth  of  water  at  best  is  but  little,  and 
the  bottom  everywhere  is  essentially  lumpy  and  irregular.     Even  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile  and  more  from  the  shore  where  we  had  to  approach,  scarcely  a  general 
depth  at  low  water  of  more  than  seven  feet  is  to  be  found.     With  one  or  two 
exceptions,  none  of  our  vessels  drew  less  than  seven  feet,  and  some  of  them  drew 
rather  more  than  eight.     In  placing  them,  therefore,  so  as  to  make  their  various 
guns  to  tell  effectually,  their  several  commanders  had  to  exercise  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, and  to  keep  in  view  the  consideration  due  to  the  use  of  shells  with  fuses 
fixed  in  value  as  to  time.     To  have  used,  for  instance,  a  five-seconds  fuse  in 
shelling  uncovered  works  at  a  less  distance  than  about  1,400  yards,  would  not 
have  secured  the  best  results.     Toward  3  p.  m.  the  troops,  embarked  on  board 
of  light  draught  steamers  and  boats,  started  to  land  at  Ashby's  harbor.     The 
place  was  guarded  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  with  a  field  battery,  but  the 
Delaware,  with  Commander  Rowan  on  board,  and  his  division  flag  at  her  mast- 
head, having  very  judiciously  taken  up  a  flanking  position  to  the  southward  of 
Pork  Point,  and  thus,  most  opportunely,  being  near  at  hand,  immediately  turned 
her  guns  toward  the  harbor,  and  with  some  9-inch  shrapnels  soon  cleared  the 
way.     At  4.30  p.  m.  Pork  Point  battery,  and  the  one  next  to  the  northward  of 
it,  ceased  for  a  while  to  reply  to  our  fire;  five  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  appa- 
rently injured,  went  back  behind  Weir*s  Point,  and  the  first  landing  of  our  troops 
took  place.     At  5  p.  m.  those  batteries  again  opened  upon  our  vessels,  and  the 
enemy's  steamers  once  more  put  forth  and  opened  upon  us.     In  about  forty 
minutes,  however,  the  latter  were  compelled  a  second  time  to  retire.     One  of 
them,  the  Curlew,  in  a  disabled  condition,  had  taken  refuge  under  the  battery 
on  Redstone  Point.     At  6  p.  m.  the  firing  of  the  enemy  being  only  from  Pork 
Point,  and  at  long  intervals,  darkness  coming  on,  and,  not  wishing:  to  waste 
ammunition,  I  ordered  the  signal  **  cease  firing  "  to  be  made.     In  the  course  of 
the  afternoon,  our  six  launches,  under  the  command  of  Midshipman  Benjamin 
H.  Porter,  lauded  their  howitzers  and  joined  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  com« 
mauding  the  main  road  and  its  two  forks  during  the  night,  and  assisting  in  more 
active  operations  the  following  morning.     By  midnight  some  10,000  of  our 
troops  had  been  safely  landed  at  Ashby's  harbor,  the  Delaware  having  taken 
on  board  from  the  Cossack  some  800,  and  put  them  on  shore  at  10  p.  m. 

February  8. — As  it  was  arranged  by  General  Burnside  that  his  forces  should 
move,  at  a  very  early  hour  thi.-*  morning,  from  where  they  had  been  landed,  and 
begin  their  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and,  as  the  direction  tlu^y  were  required  to 
take  would,  in  all  probability,  soon  bring  them  in  the  line  of"  fire  occupied  by 
the  navy,  it  was  agreed  bi^tween  us  last  night  that  to-day  the  vessels  should 
not  renew  operations  until  I  could  receive  word  from  him  that  their  missiles 
would  not  be  destructive  to  both  friends  and  foes.  At  daylight  none  of  the 
enemy's  vessels,  except  the  Curlew,  could  be  discovered. 
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At  9  a.  m.  a  continuous  firing  in  the  interior  of  the  island  told  us  that  our 
forces  were  hotly  engaged  about  midway  between  Ashby's  harbor  and  Pork 
Point  battery,  and,  as  this  intelligence  also  assured  us  that  our  forces  were  not 
then  in  the  range  of  our  line  of  fire,  our  vessels,  without  waiting  to  hear  from 
Greneral  Bumside,  at  once  moved  up  to  re-engage  the  forts.  At  Qiis  work  they 
continued  until  the  firing  in  the  interior  evidently  slackened.  Then  taking  it 
for  granted  that  our  troops  were  carrying  everything  before  them,  and  thus  fast 
approaching  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  I  again  ordered  the  signal  **  cease  firing  " 
to  be  made.  At  the  time,  however,  the  work  on  Pork  Point  was  so  reduced  that 
it  did  not  use  but  one  gun  against  us.  Shortly  afterwards,  on  being  informed 
by  one  of  General  Burnside's  aids  of  the  actual  state  of  things  on  shore,  I  was 
induced  to  order  another  demonstration  on  the  part  of  our  vessels,  but  before 
firing  had  generally  commenced  Commander  Rowan  came  on  board  the  South- 
field  just  from  Greneral  Bumside,  with  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be  better  to 
desist,  and  accordingly  they  were  recalled. 

At  1  p.  m.,  judging  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  clearing  a  passage  war 
through  the  obstructions  alluded  to  above,  by  the  accomplishment  of  which  both 
the  battery  on  Redstone  I^oint  and  the  Curlew  might  bo  destroyed,  and  our 
advance  up  Albemarle  Sound  would  be  secured,  the  Underwriter,  Valley  City, 
Seymour,  Lockwood,  Ceres,  Shawsheen,  Putnam,  Whitehead,  and  Brincker 
were  ordered  to  perform  the  service.  By  4  p.  m.  one  of  them  had  overcome  the 
difficulty  for  herself,  and  reached  the  other  side,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  more 
a  sufficient  way  for  all  the  rest  was  opened.  This  important  duty  could  not 
have  been  undertaken  one  moment  earlier  than  it  was  without  exposing  our 
vessels,  huddled  together,  to  the  converging  and  cross-fire  of  the  four  batteries 
at  Pork,  Weir's,  and  Redstone  Points,  ana  another  one  situated  between  the 
former  two.  About  the  same  time  that  our  vessels  succeeded  in  bursting  through 
the  barricades  the  American  fiag  was  hoisted  over  the  battery  at  Pork  Point, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  enemy  himself  fired  the  works  at  Redstone 
Point,  and  also  the  steamer  Curlew.  Both  blew  up  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening.  These  events  closed  the  struggle,  which  had  now  lasted  throughout 
two  days,  and  were  essentially  the  last  scenes  enacted  in  securing  to  us  complete 
possession  of  the  island  of  Roanoke. 

A  statement  of  the  casualties  that  occurred  will  accompany  this  communica- 
tion. They  amount  in  all  to  six  killed,  seventeen  wounded,  and  two  missing. 
Considering  how  frequently  our  vesseb  were  struck,  it  is  remarkable  that  more 
did  not  take  place;  and  considering  the  character  of  our  vessels,  it  is  also  remark* 
able  that  none  of  them  were  even  put  hars  du  camhat,  except  temporarily. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  discharge  the  gratifying  duty  of  speaking  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  command  on  the  occasion  in  view.  This,  obviously,  I 
can  only  do,  as  it  were,  in  a  collective  way;  but  the  reports  of  the  commanding 
officers  herewith  submitted,  upon  which,  necessarily,  I  have  to  rely,  and  in  which 
I  place  every  confidence,  will  be  found  more  circumstantial.  I  beg  to  commend 
to  your  consideration  the  commanding  officers  themselves,  who  did  their  part 
entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and,  in  fact,  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  The  gen- 
eral order  I  issued  the  day  afler  the  surrender,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  my 
preliminary  report,  was  intended  to  convey  applause  and  my  profound  gratitude 
to  all  to  whom  it  relates,  and  I  therefore  beg  that  it  may  be  so  regarded  by  the 
Navy  Department.  I  pray,  too,  that  to  the  bereaved  individuals  whose  support 
and  comfort  depended  upon  those  who  are  now  among  the  honored  dead  may  be 
extended  the  earliest  fostering  care  that  circumstances  will  permit. 

It  i«  really  difficult  for  me  to  state  in  adequate  terms  how  largely  I  feel  my- 
self indebted  to  Commanders  Rowan  and  Case  for  their  constant  and  signal  ser- 
vices throughout,  from  the  very  inception  of  the  expedition  to  the  consummation 
of  the  achievement  in  view.  They,  hand  in  hand,  with  their  marked  ability 
and  sound  sense,  and  in  the  absense  of  all  ordinary  facilities,  brought  about,  at 
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Hampton  Road8,  the  arming,  manning,  and  equipment  of  the  many  veBsels  sent 
to  U8,  from  necessitj,  in  an  unprepared  condition;  and  subsequently,  they  both 
labored  most  conspicuously  and  faithfully,  in  their  respective  spheres  of  action, 
to  vanquish  difficulties  at  the  inlet  and  the  enemy  at  Koanokc.  In  abort,  their 
assistance  to  me  has  been  invaluable. 

1  am  promised  a  report  by  General  Bumside  with  regard  to  Midabipman 
Porter's  association  with  his  forces,  and  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  hand  I  will  with 
pleasure  forward  it  to  the  department. 

Although  the  Philadelphia  did  not  participate  in  the  action,  because  of  her 
unfitness  for  the  purpose,  still  she  was  ever  near  at  hand,  in  readiness,  if  neces- 
sary, to  tow  the  disabled,  receive  some  of  the  wounded,  and  furnish  supplies. 
H(jr  commander,  Acting  Master  Silas  Reynolds,  is  every  way  worthy  of  bis  trust. 

Mr.  Fisher  performed  the  important  duties  of  signal  officer  in  tho  most  com- 
mcmdable  manner.  Not  only  were  all  the  signals  ordered  promptly  made,  bat 
no  mistake  whatever  occurred. 

Lieutenants  Robeson  and  Barstow,  of  the  army,  were  ever  in  place,  and  ready, 
by  means  of  Myers's  system  of  signals,  to  make  known  to  those  not  accustomed 
to  our  own  code  whatever  I  wished. 

It  will  afford  me  peculiar  pleasure,  sir,  to  communicate  to  you  in  due  season 
more  particular  information  with  regard  to  the  cases  of  individuals  which  appear 
to  me  to  merit  a  distinct  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer^  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WasJiington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Stars  and  Stripes, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  j)art  taken  by  this  v(;s»el  in  the  action  of  the  7th  intstant : 

At  12  o'clock  m.  I  approaclu'd  the  shore  as  near  as  the  circumstances  would 
admit  of,  and  opened  fire  with  one  20-pounder  J^irrot  and  two  12-pounder  rifle 
gnus  upon  the  rebel  stc.'amers,  and  with  two  8-inch  guns  upon  the  battery  on 
Pork  l*oint,  using  shcfll  with  10"  and  15"  fuses  and  hollow  shot,  many  of  the 
shell  bursting  in  and  over  the  fort;  whihj  the  Parrott  and  rifle  guns  did  good 
execution  among  the  rebel  steamers. 

The  action  was  continued  until  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I 
ceased  liring,  and  soon  after  anchonMl  for  the  night. 

I  kept  my  vessel  in  motion  with  great  diiliculty,  owing  to  her  gi-eat  draught  of 
water,  and  was  aground  twice  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  no  cjisualties  to  report  among  the  officers  and  crew,  and  no  injuries  to 
the  vess(»l,  except  shooting  away  a  brace,  although  at  times  the  enemy's  shot 
and  shell  wcire  passing  near  and  over  us. 

It  afiords  me  great  pleasure  to  allude  to  the  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  the 
oiBcers  and  men  upon  this  occasion. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  gunner's  report  of  the  ex2)enditure  of  ammunition. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s(.'rvant, 

R.  WORDKN, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDsnoRouoH, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 
Near  Roanoke  Island,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  got  underway  with 
the  column  under  my  command,  and,  in  company  with  the  main  body  of  the 
naval  forces,  passed  through  the  marshes  without  accident  to  any  vessel,  except 
tlie  one  under  my  immediate  command,  which  struck  an  obstruction  in  the  channel 
and  swung  entirely  round,  bearing  her  weight  upon  the  propeller. 

\Vhils<t  in  this  position  I  hastened  to  the  advance,  to  sustain  the  flag  officer, 
the  9-inch  gun  vessels. 

When  the  naval  division  of  the  fleet  had  passed,  our  vessel,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Seymour,  was  (with  the  loss  of  a  flange  from  her  propeller)  clear ;  and,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  officers  and  crew,  we  overtook  our  position,  and  were 
enabled  to  close  with  the  enemy's  fortifications,  and  share  with  the  other  two 
columns  in  a  bombardment,  which  has  ended  in  a  victory  creditable  to  our  arms, 
and,  what  is  better,  of  incalculable  benefit  to  our  cause. 

The  Louisiana,  early  in  the  action,  was  'set  on  fire  and  otherwise  severely 
injured  by  the  explosion  of  an  80-pound  rifled  projectile,  fired  from  the  enemy's 
works  into  her  forehold;  in  six  minutes  from  the  time  she  was  struck  the  fire 
was  out,  and  the  ship  re-engaged  the  enemy ;  the  promptitude  and  coolness 
with  which  the  officers  and  men,  under  the  enemy's  fire,  and  amid  so  much  that 
was  combustible  around  them,  went  to  the  duty  of  extinguishing  the  flames 
was  extremely  gratifying  to  me,  as  an  exhibition  of  high  discipline ;  it  is  my 
greatest  pleasure  as  well  as  duty  to  say,  that  during  the  two  days'  action  I 
had  occasion  only  to  admire  the  untiring  patience  and  cheerful  courage  of  both 
officers  and  crew. 

The  Barney  took  a  position  which  Acting  Lieutenant  Renshaw  thought  most 
suit4ibl(3  for  the  efficiency  of  his  9-inch  guns,  and  maintained  it  till  his  shell  were 
exj)ende(l.     The  fire  of  the  Barney  was  excellent. 

The  Hunchback,  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhoun,  took  a  position  very  near  the 
batteries,  and  sustained  considerable  damage  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which 
she  is  now  repairing.  During  the  whole  of  the  engagement,  and  in  spite  of  her 
injuries,  she  maintained  her  proximity  to  the  enemy,  to  his  great  apparent  em- 
barrassment, and  to  the  admiration  of  the  other  ships. 

Tiu!  iSeymour  and  Lockwood,  Acting  Masters  Commanding  Wells  and  Graves, 
were  conspicuously  in  the  foreground  throughout  the  bombardment,  these  gen- 
tlemen meriting  my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  sloop  Granite,  Master's  Mate  Boomer  commanding,  left  me  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action,  being  entirely  dependent  on  her  sail,  finally  worked  up  to 
close  (juarters  with  the  enemy,  and  bearing  his  part  gallantly  throughout. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  account  of  the  casualties  in  the  column,  or  full 
exiM'iuliture  of  ammunition,  but  will  forward  them  as  supplementary. 

I  send  a  full  account  of  ammunition  expended  on  this  ship,  together  with  the 
number  and  character  of  projectiles  thrown  ;  also  a  complete  list  of  officers. 
V?ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY,  Commanding  Second  Column. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Sfc. 
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LOUISIANA. 

Expended  in  action,  February  7  and  S,  1862,  off'  Roanoke  Itiiamd 

32  pound  shell 6—  5  seconds. 

20 — 10  seconds. 
28 — 15  seconds. 
68  rifle  shelL 


Total 


121 


8-inch  shell, 


6 — 10  seconds. 
28 — 15  seconds. 


Total 


.  34 


14       9-pound  charges  powder.  .  .    186 

65       8-pound  charges  powder 520 

34       4^-pound  charges  powder.  .  .    153 


68       1-pound  charges  powder-  - .      68 
Pounds  powder 867 


25  solid  shot. 

To«al  shell  and  shot 181 

Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Corninanding  Second  Chiumn. 


United  States  Steamer  Hetzbl, 

Croatan  Sound,  N.  C,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :   I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Being  at  anchor  in  Pamlico  Sound  above  the  "  Swash",  at  8  a.  m.  of  Thurs- 
day, the  6th  instant,  in  pursuance  of  signal  got  under  way  and  steamed  slowly 
up  the  sound,  in  order  of  three  columns,  as  directed. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  "  a  strange  steamer "  reported  in  sight.  At  5.55  p.  m.,  in 
obedience  to  order,  came  to  anchor  near  marshes,  at  lower  end  of  Roanoke 
island. 

At  10  a.  m.  of  Friday  the  7th  got  under  way  and  steamed  through  the 
marshes,  in  two  columns,  as  directed. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  saw  eight  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  lying  above  a  battery  at 
Pork  Point  on  Roanoke  island,  and  behind  a  line  of  obstructions,  consisting  of 
piles  driven  and  vessels  sunk  across  the  channel,  in  range  of  this  battery. 
Obeyed  signals  to  "  follow  and  engage  the  enemy." 

At  11.38  a.  m.  a  shot  was  fired  from  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats,  answered 
by  one  of  our  vessels.  The  battery  soon  opened,  and  the  order  being  given  to 
"  close  in  upon  the  enemy,"  the  firing  soon  became  gcntiral. 

At  1  p.  m.  a  shot  from  one  of  the  gims  carried  away  the  upper  part  of  the 
enemy's  flag  staff,  bringing  his  flag  down  by  the  run ;  it  was  soon  replaced, 
however,  on  a  smaller  staff  on  the  breastwork.  A  1.30  p.  ra.  enemy's  quarters 
set  on  fire  by  exploding  shell. 

At  2.10  p.  m.  a  32-pounder  round  shot  stnick  us  on  the  water-line,  just  abaft 
the  starboard  wheel,  lodging  in  the  coal  bunker  of  that  side.  Signaled  the  fact 
to  the  flag-ship,  and  withdrew  from  action  to  repair  damages. 

At  2.40  p.  m.,  having  temporarily  repaired  the  injury  sustained,  went  again 
into  action. 
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At  4.15  p.  m.  a  rifle  shell  from  one  of  the  enemy's  vessels  exploded  over  us; 
and  one  of  the  fragments  striking  Master's  Mate  Charles  Harris  on  the  head 
killed  him  instantly. 

At  5.15  p.  m.  our  80-pounder  rifled  gun,  aft,  burst  in  the  act  of  firing  a  solid 
shot,  prostrating  every  man  at  the  piece  and  wounding  six  of  them — three 
severely — but,  fortunately,  killing  none.  The  part  forward  of  the  trunnions  fell 
upon  the  deck;  one-third  of  the  breach  went  overboard,  carrying  away  the  port 
bulwarks;  another  flew  high  into  the  air,  and  fell  into  the  water  juBt  alongside; 
and  the  remaining  portion,  weighing  about  a  thousand  pounds,  was  driven 
through  the  deck,  breaking  one  of  the  beams,  passed  through  the  magazine  and 
the  deck  below,  and  lodged  upon  the  keelson.  The  magazine  was  set  on  fire,  and 
only  extinguished  in  time  to  avoid  an  explosion  by  the  presence  of  mind« 
promptitude,  and  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Charles  L.  Franklin,  executive 
officer,  whom  I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  especial  consideration  and  that  of 
the  department. 

Reported  accident  to  flag-ship,  and,  at  six  p.  m.,  anchored  beyond  reach  of 
the  enemy's  guns. 

On  Saturday  the  8th,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  went  in  and  reported  to  Commander 
Rowan,  and  at  9  a.  m.  went  alongside  steamer  Philadelphia  and  received  on 
board  carpenters  to  repair  damages  sustained  by  bursting  of  gun. 

Proceeded  thence  to  sloop  Granite,  and  took  from  her  a  long  32-pounder»  with 
shot  and  shell ;  left  her  side  at  3  p.  m.  and  anchored  near  by. 

At  1  p.  m.  Master  Daniels  left  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of  taking  command 
of  party  with  launch  howitzers,  appointed  to  act  in  concert  with  land  forces. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  the  body  of  Mr.  Harris  was  taken  on  shore  at  Roanoke  island 
and  solemnly  interred.  At  4.30  p.  m.  observed  the  American  flag  flying  over 
the  battery,  the  enemv  having  abandoned  it. 

Where  all  behaved  with  such  coolness,  courage,  and  devotion  in  sustaining 
the  honor  of  our  flag,  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  my  high  appreciation  of  the  conduct,  both  professional  and  other- 
wise, of  Acting  Assistant  Sargcon  N.  6.  Campbell,  who,  being  the  first  to  dis- 
cover the  ship  to  be  on  fire,  sent  the  men  to  tne  hose,  directed  the  engineer  to 
turn  on  the  water,  and  then  gave  his  attention  to  the  wounded,  inspiring  the 
men  by  his  coolness. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  £.  P.  Hcberdon,  although  quite  unwell,  volun- 
teered to  act  as  signal  officer,  and  to  take  note  of  the  action ;  and  I  must 
acknowledge  the  faithful  manner  in  which  he  performed  those  duties.  At  the 
moment  of  our  gun's  bursting  he  was  standing  near  by,  and,  although  escaping 
unwounded,  was  severely  shaken  by  the  concussion. 

The  engineer  department  was  managed  in  a  manner  that  excited  my  warmest 
praise. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  my  officers  and  men 
for  their  conduct  in  the  action. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties,  and  have  the  honor  to 
remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  K  S.  N., 

Commanding  FlotilUit  ifc,,  Croatan  Sound,  N.  C. 


United  Statrs  Steamer  Underwriter, 

Off  Roanoke  hland,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  vessel  during  the  two  days  preceding  the  capture  of  Roanoke  island  and 
dependent  fortifications. 
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At  10  a.  m.  on  the  7th  I  weighed,  in  obedience  to  your  inatructionSy  and  led 
in,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres  on  one  bow  and  the  Putnam  on  the  oth^,  to 
define  the  limits  of  the  channel  and  pilot  the  fleet.  The  latter  vessel  sooo 
grounded  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  but  my  pilot  proving  an  excellent 
one,  I  kept  in  the  best  water;  and  about  10.30,  on  passing  the  marBbes,  discoT- 
ered  the  enemy's  vessels,  which  were  subsequently  found  to  be  drawn  up  behind 
a  barricade  of  sunken  vessels  and  piles,  stretching  entirely  across  tbe  sound, 
supported  at  each  extremity  by  formidable  batteries.  On  discovering  the  ad- 
vance of  the  flotilla,  the  rebels  fired  an  alarm  gun. 

When  distant  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  I  fired  a  shell,  and  subsequently 
a  second  one  at  the  fort,  but  did  not  provoke  a  reply.  On  your  coming  up 
abeam,  in  the  Southfield,  the  rebel  vessels  opened  fire,  which  was  deliberately 
returned.  As  the  other  vessels  gradually  came  up,  and  the  channel  ^widened 
sufficiently  for  manoeuvenng,  the  action  becam  egeneral  with  vessels  and  forts* 
the  former  retiring  before  us. 

As  your  instructions  required  me  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  TesselSv  I 
moved  up  quite  near  the  barricades,  but  soon  found  that  their  batteries  were 
carefully  constructed,  and,  as  I  a])proached,  I  unmasked  gun  after  gun  firing 
through  embrasures,  four  of  which,  I  ascertained,  enfiladed  the  barricade.  As 
it  was  no  part  of  the  plan  of  attack  to  force  the  barricade  before  the  reduction 
of  the  forts,  or  their  serious  injury,  I  allowed  my  vessel  to  drop  back  with  the 
current  to  a  position  where  but  two  guns  bore  upon  her;  these  only  fired  at  me 
occasionally. 

The  vessels,  however,  kept  up  a  continual  fire  on  the  most  advanced  vessels 
on  the  left  of  our  line.  In  return  I  made  the  most  deliberate  firing,  averaging 
a  shot  from  each  of  my  rifled  guns  about  once  in  eight  minutes. 

A  fort  on  lledstone  l\)iut,  also  one  at  Wier*s  Point,  occasionally  fired  a  rifled 
gun  at  us,  but  at  a  ranges  too  distant  for  any  effect,  except  by  mere  chance. 

About  3  p.  m.,  the  rebel  steamers  being  a  long  distance  oft',  I  edged  over 
toward  the  battery,  and  fired  a  dozen  8-inch  shells,  most  of  which  made  good 
practice ;  then  returned  to  my  station,  which  I  retained  until  the  general  signal 
to  cease  firing  was  made. 

The  next  morning  I  went  up  and  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  the  batteries^ 
but  ceased  upon  the  recall  being  made. 

In  the  Jifternoon,  with  the  steamers  placed  under  my  orders,  viz :  the  Under- 
writer, Valley  City,  Seymour,  Lockwood,  Cer(?s,  Shawsheen,  Putnam,  White* 
head,  and  lirinker,  1  proceeded  to  the  barricade  for  the  purpose  of  removing  a 
sufficient  number  of  j)iles  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

The  princi})al  difficulty  consisted  in  finding  the  cliannel.  In  doing  this,  the 
Putnam  grounded,  and  as  she  was  in  a  most  exposed  position,  if  a  rebel  steamer 
lying  at  Kedr^tone  Point  had  advanced,  1  anchored  and  sent  other  tugs  to  assist 
in  getting  her  off'.  In  the  meanwhile  I  sent  boats  to  sound,  and  soon  discovered 
several  points  of  j)assage  practicable  aft<*r  removing  a  few  ])iles. 

The  Cer(?s,  however,  which  1  had  sent  on  that  duty,  found  a  passage  of  suffi- 
cient width,  b(;tween  an  unfinislujd  row  of  pihts  and  a  sunken  schooner.  On 
this  fact  Ix.'ing  reported  to  m(;  I  sent  her,  with  several  of  the  pilots,  to  pass 
through  it,  examine  beyond,  and  fix  the  position  of  the  nortli(?ast  point  of 
Falker's  shoal.  She  had  passed  about  a  quart<*r  of  a  mile  b<*yond  the  barri- 
cade when  1  observed  sonu;  two  hundred  men,  in  sijuads,  running  down  to  a 
battery  plainly  visible  near  Weir's  l*oint,  and  I  innnediately  recalh^l  her. 

While  deliberathig  on  tin;  propriety  of  passing  throujrh  the  opening  thus  dis- 
cov(*red,  and  exposing  the  vessels  to  the  converging  and  croj*s-fire  of  the  bat- 
teries at  Pork,  Weir's,  and  lledstone  Points,  our  llag  was  seen  entering  the 
battery  at  Pork  Point.  I  immediatt'ly  got  under  way  and  passed  the  barricade, 
touching  for  a  short  time  on  a  wreck,  owing  to  one  of  the  other  vessels  getting 
athwart  my  bows.     As  soon  as  it  was  perceived  that  we  were  passing  the  bar- 
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ricade,  the  rebels  fired  the  buildings,  and  subsequently  exploded  the  magazine 
of  the  fort  on  Redstone  Point;  the  steamer  lying  there  was  also  fired,  showing 
that  she  must  have  been  disabled  by  our  fire  of  yesterday.  While  1  was  fast, 
closing  the  passage,  the  Lockwood  cut  the  chain  fastening  two  vessels  together, 
and  floated  one  of  them  out,  thus  clearing  a  passage  for  herself  and  other  ves- 
sels, and  the  Valley  City  made  a  dash  at  a  row  of  piles  and  forced  a  passage 
between  them. 

By  this  time  it  was  nearly  dark,  and,  a  thick  mist  setting  in,  I  anchored  for 
the  night.  I  have  placed  flags  to  mark  the  openings,  which  are  sufficiently 
wide  for  the  passage  of  any  vessels. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  only  to  testify  to  the  coolness  and  attention  of  both 
officers  and  men  of  this  vessel,  under  the  difficult  circumstances  of  being  under 
fire  without  being  permitted  to  return  it,  except  at  long  intervals.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  no  casualties. 

Accept  my  congratulations  at  the  complete  success  which  has  been  achieved 
by  our  arms  at  so  small  a  sacrifice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 

Of  Roanoke  hiand,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report : 

On  the  7th  day  of  February,  1862,  at  10  a.  m.,  the  United  States  steamer 
Delaware,  in  obedience  to  a  general  signal  from  the  United  States  flag-ship 
Southfield,  got  under  wav,  and  proceeded  through  the  "  Marshes"  toward  the 
battery  on  Roanoke  island  known  as  "  Fort  Sullivan,"  or  "  Pork  Point,"  mount- 
ing nine  guns,  which  fort  we  attacked  at  11.30  a.  m.,  and  continued  the  fire, 
gradually  closing  in,  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  we  ran  within  a  ship's  length  of 
the  nhons  for  the  purpose  of  flanking  the  fort,  from  which  position  we  rendered 
good  service  by  throwing  shell  of  five-second  fuse. 

About  this  time  I  left  the  vessel,  accompanied  by  my  acting  aid,  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  F.  li.  Curtis,  landed  on  Roanoke  island,  distant  some  one 
thousand  yards  from  Fort  Sullivan,  and  took  possession  of  a  rebel  tent,  bringing  the 
same  on  board.  After  which,  observing  a  light  draught  army  transport,  con- 
taining United  States  troops,  proceeding  toward  the  shore,  we  ran  down  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  their  landing,  which  object  we  fully  accomplished  by 
driving  off  with  shell  a  large  numl>er  of  confederate  troops  secreted  in  the 
woods  in  close  proximity  to  our  landing  place. 

At  5.15  p.  m.  reported  to  the  flag-ship,  and  then  landed  the  51st  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  successfully  accomplishing  it  by  8  p.  m.,  when  we  hauled  off*  and  an- 
chored some  one  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  remaining  there  during  the 
night,  for  the  purpose  of  proti'Cting  the  troops  that  had  already  landed. 

The  following  morning,  at  the  request  of  General  Bumside,  sent  Acting 
Master  Chase,  in  command  of  ten  soldiers  of  the  9th  New  Jersey  regiment  and 
two  boats*  crews,  iu-shore  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  Captain  DeWolf,  United  States  army,  and  returned  at  11  a.  m.    After 
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which,  and  daring  the  aAemoon,  rendered  aesiatuiee  to  the  wounded  on  Aon 
hy  sending  the  necessary  medical  attendance,  warm  water,  &c. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBU8H, 

Lieutemani  Commanding. 
Stephen-  C.  Rowan, 

Com*g  U.  S.  Flotilla  in  Pamlico  Sound, 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  16,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  the  action  at  Roanoke  island  on  the  7th  instant  we  fired  two  sliots 
at  the  enemy's  steamers  at  long  range  at  30  minutes  past  noon,  and  then  doeed 
in  and  op<;ncd  fire  on  the  hattery. 

At  4  p.  m.  ran  out  of  fire,  loaded  our  remaining  shells,  and  resumed  our  poei- 
tion.  Fired  during  the  day  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  9-inch  shells  and 
twenty  shrapnels,  at  distances  from  two  to  eight  hundred  yards. 

We  w(!re  hit  by  round  shot  from  the  battery  seven  times,  five  times  in  tlie 
hull.  One  shot  passed  through  the  magazine  and  through  an  empty  powder- 
t^ink ;  another  went  between  the  engine  and  boiler,  and  through  one  of  the 
water-tanks ;  two  shots  struck  the  starboard  wheel.  \Vc  were  not  materiallT 
injured. 

Andrew  Ilorton,  private,  company  D,  4th  Rhode  Island  volunteers,  had  a  leg 
broken  by  a  splinter.    No  other  casualties.    My  officers  and  men  behaved  wd£ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Conmiandcr  S.  C.  Rowan, 

United  States  Navy, 


United  States  Steamlr  Valley  City, 

OJ  Roanoke  Island,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by 
this  vessel  in  the  reduction  of  Roanoke  island.  North  Carolina,  on  the  7th  and 
8th  days  of  February,  18G2: 

February  7,  at  9  a.  m.,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Commander  H.  K. 
Davenport,  commanding  the  third  column,  I  took  a  position  astern  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Tutnam,  steaming  along  the  southern  shore  of  Roanoke  island. 

At  meridian,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  "  to  close  with  the  enemy,"  I  ran 
this  vessel  within  tliree-r|narters  of  a  mile  of  the  shore  and  engaged  the  rebel 
batter}^  in  company  with  the  United  States  steamers  Commodore  Perry,  Morse, 
Whitehead,  and  Sloop  IMinker. 

On  the  second  exchange  of  the  enemy's  fire  a  round  shot  struck  the  foremast 
of  this  vessel,  grazing  it  nearly  to  the  core,  rendering  the  mast,  I  consider, 
unable  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  foresail. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy's  fort  was  set  on  fire  bv  the  sh(^lls  from  this  nnd  the 
other  vessels  with  whom  we  were  in  company.     At  '^  he  flames 

enemy's  fort  raging  fiercely,  and  their  fire  havintr  y  slacl 

this  vessel  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nearer  shore,  keep  fire 

round  shot  against  the  fort..     Received  exchang 
the  eastern  angle  of  the  enemy's  battery. 


r\T\ 
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At  4>  m.,  the  enemy  keeping  np  only  a  desultory  fii«,  continned  replying 
to  it  until  I  had  expended  all  the  shells  I  had  on  board.  I  then  resorted  to 
round  shot,  and  continued  the  fire  until  5.30,  when,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I 
retired  out  of  range  and  came  to  anchor,  having  expended  as  follows :  184  6- 
pound  charges,  32-pounder;  99  1-pound  charges,  12-pounder  rifle  howitzer ;  99 
5-seeond  shells,  32-pounder;  40  10-second  shells,  32-pounder;  32  15-seopnd 
shells,  32-pounder;  14  32-pound  solid  shot;  and  105  12-pounder  rifle  shells. 

In  the  morning  I  received  from  schooner  Harwood  the  following  supply  of 
ammunition:  300  pounds  cannon  powder;  15  5-second  shells,  32-pounder;  66 
lO-second  shells,  32-pounder;  5  15-second  shells,  32-pounder;  225  cartridge 
bags;   10  5-8econd  fuses;  20  Dahlgren  rifle  shells;  and  300  friction  tubes. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  during  the  day  on  board  this  vessel,  the 
enemy's  shot  generally  flying  too  high. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  under  your  notice  the  very  able  assistance  ren- 
dered me  by  Masters'  Mates  Benjamin  Page  and  Charles  W.  Campbell,  and  the 
unflinching  devotion  to  their  duty  evinced  generally  by  the  other  officers  and 
the  crew  under  my  command  throughout  this  day. 

Febniary  8,  at  10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  I  got  this  vessel  under  way, 
stood  in  toward  the  shore  and  again  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  battery,  the  enemy 
returning  gun  for  gun.  After  expending  as  follows:  18  6-pound  charges,  32- 
poundcr;  3  32-pound  solid  shots;  10  10-second  shells,  32-pounder;  6  15-second 
shells,  32-pounder;  and  3  Hotchkiss's  percussion  shells,  in  obedience  to  signal 
from  flag-officer  I  retired  out  of  range.  Steamed  alongside  the  flag-ship  and 
received  orders  to  report  for  duty  to  Captain  Jeffers,  of  the  steamer  Underwriter. 

Upon  request  of  Captain  Jeffers,  I  despatched  two  boats,  under  charge  of 
Masters'  Mates  Brooks  and  Page,  with  our  pilot,  to  unmask  the  channel,  which 
was  obstructed  by  a  row  of  piles,  reaching  from  shore  to  shore.  The  channel 
having  been  discovered,  got  under  way  in  the  evening  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels ;  stood  across  the  piles  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  western  point 
of  Roanoke  island. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  this  day. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  C.  CHAPLIN,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  ^tate*  flotilla^ 

Albemarle  Sounds  North  Carolina, 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Barney, 

Roanoke  Island ^  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  report 
of  the  action  of  thi3  vessel  against  the  forts  at  Roanoke  island,  on  Friday,  the 
7th  instant. 

In  obedience  to  your  signal  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  for  the  9-inch  guns 
to  advance,  at  10  a.  m.  I  engaged  the  southern  or  lower  batterv  with  15-second 
fuses.  The  first  two  shots  fell  a  little  short,  when  I  again  advanced,  and  was 
successful  in  throwing  my  shells  directly,  as  I  supposed,  into  the  fort.  At  11 
a.  m.,  wishing  to  try  the  10-second  fuses,  went  in  still  nearer,  but  ^ot  aground, 
and  before  getting  afloat,  used  what  10-second  fuses  I  had  on  board,  amounting 
to  thirty,  but  think  the  greater  part  of  them  took  effect  on  the  houses  in  the 
rear  of  battery,  as  the  flames  soon  burst  out  from  that  quarter.  After  getting 
into  deep  water  again  I  took  position  for  15-second  fuses,  and  it  appeared  that 
all  the  shells  did  good  execution,  as  I  was  hailed  from  the  steamer  Picket  and 
told  that  the  shota  "  were  beautiful."    At  this  time  I  directed  all  the  5-second 
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fuses  to  be  changed  to  15-sccond,  as  I  could  not  get  near  enough  to  uae  the 
fonner,  and  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  out  of  the  entire  number  of  shells 
thrown,  but  six  fell  outside  the  fort — ninety-nine  from  No.  1,  a  forward  gun, 
and  twenty-five  from  No.  2,  an  after  gun,  leaving  six  on  board,  when  it  had 
grown  so  dark  that  I  could  scarcely  see  your  general  signal  of  recall.  At  3.30 
p.  m.  this  vessel  received  one  shot  through  her  upper  works,  and  one  shell  burst 
on  the  forward  deck,  but  I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured. 

I  would  most  respectfully  testify  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew, 
together  with  the  soldiers  on  board,  and  particularly  to  the  good  shooting  of 
Masters'  Mates  Hill  and  Washburn. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

R.  F.  RENSHAW, 
Acting  Second  Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Umted  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 
Croatan  Sound,  North  Carolina,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of  the  7th 
instant  with  the  enemy's  battery  and  gunboats. 

Wo  w(mt  into  action  about  11a.  m.,  directing  most  of  our  efforts  against 
their  gunboats.  They  having  in  a  short  time  withdrawn  from  range  of  our 
guns,  in  obedience  to  your  signal  I  closed  in  with  the  battey  on  Pork  Point, 
going  as  far  in  as  my  dmught  of  water  would  pennit.  At  3.30  p.  m.  a  shot  struck 
the  engine,  carrying  away  the  top  of  one  of  the  cylinder  guide-rods  and  the 
spring  bow,  and  disabled  it.  I  then  anchored  and  sprung  on  the  battery,  with 
which  I  was  engaged  until  nearly  dark,  part  of  the  time  being  under  a  cross 
fire  from  the  enemy's  gunboats. 

The  Hunchback  was  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot  eight  times,  one  coming 
through  the  hull  just  above  the  water  line.  We  fired  204  shell  and  4  shrapnel 
from  the  thnM»  9-inch  guns,  and  24  solid  shot,  12  percussion,  and  64  paper  case 
fuf*('  shells,  from  the  100-pounder  rifle.  Though  we  were  in  the  thickest  of  the 
enpigcment,  no  one  was  hurt. 

Too  nmch  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
for  the  manncT  in  which  they  did  their  duty.     No  commander  in  battle  was 
ever  better  supported,  and  they  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EDWATID  R.  COLHOUN, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  ^l.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Umted  States  Steamer  Southfield, 

Croaton  Sound,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tn  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
United  States  steamer  Southfield,  under  my  command,  and  honored  by  your  me- 
sence  and  Hag,  open(Ml  fin»  on  the  rebel  fleet,  bet^**<»n  Weir's  ]      "'         rtek  P< 
and  on  the  fort  at  Pork  Point  at  11.30  a.  n»  -'  ^*h 

lirinjc  until  sundown,  when  you  ^ive  the 
an  anchor  in  1 1  feet.     As  vou  were  on 
ment,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  ] 
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well  and  coolly.  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  Acting  Master  Richard  Vevers,  my  executive  officer,  who  had 
charge  of  the  forward  division  of  guns,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  100-pound  Parrott  rifle  and  No.  2  9-inch  shell  gun.  The  captains  of 
both  these  guns  showed  coolness  and  skill,  and  made  some  splendid  shooting. 
Their  names  are  John  Johnson  and  Charles  Coleman.  Acting  Master's  Mate 
W.  F.  Pratt,  who  had  charge  of  the  after  division  and  directed  all  the  firing 
there,  deserves  much  praise.  We  had,  as  gun's  crew,  17  men  of  the  9th  New 
Jersey  regiment,  who  behaved  remarkably  well,  considering  that  they  were  not 
used  to  the  handling  of  large  guns.  Mr.  Pratt  made  excellent  shots,  whenever 
he  could  get  the  range  clear  of  other  vessels.  In  fact,  I  believe  we  never  fired 
a  shot  over  or  near  any  of  our  own  vessels,  and  the  Southfield  being  very  long, 
and  often  very  near  the  bottom,  made  her  very  difficult  to  manage. 

Mr.  Hayes,  acting  master  and  pilot,  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance. 

On  the  8th  we  commenced  firing  on  the  fort  again  at  9.20  a.  m.,  by  your 
orders.  Came  to  an  anchor  immediately  after,  in  10  feet  of  water,  and  stopped 
there  till  you  left  us  at  6  p.  m.,  when  the  Philadelphia  came  alongside. 

We  met  with  no  casualties,  and  had  only  one  shot — a  32-pounder — pass 
through  our  upper  works,  and  that  was  about  5  p.  m.,  on  the  7th,  when  we 
were  in  range  of  the  Hunchback,  which  waa  at  anchor  with  a  spring  on  her 
cable.  We  have  received  no  injury  and  have  been  ready  for  service  all  the 
time.  The  slight  damage  done  to  the  upper  works  was  repaired  by  a  gang  of 
carpenters  kindly  sent  by  you  on  the  9th. 

Annexed  please  find  account  of  ammunition  received,  expended,  and  on  hand. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  F.  W.  BEHM, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag' Officer. 


United  States  Steamer  Morse, 

Ofi"  Roanoke  Island,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  during  the 
engjigement  on  the  7th  instant. 

At  11.30  a.m.  I  approached  the  shore  to  within  about  1,500  yards,  and 
opened  fire  with  15"  shells  upon  the  enemy's  steamers,  disabling  the  steamer 
Curlew.  About  the  same  time  I  commenced  firing  with  10"  and  5"  shells  upon 
the  battery  on  Pork  Point,  but  finding  that  the  latter  exploded  short  of  the 
'  battery,  I  ran  in  near  enough  to  do  execution.  I  then  continued  firing  until  my 
shell  were  all  expended.  At  4.30  p.  m.  signaled  to  the  flag-ship  my  want  of 
shell,  whereupon  Captain  Case  ordered  me  to  withdraw  and  anchor  for  the 
night. 

I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  one  man — Eli  Holden,  (seaman,)  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Massachusetts — during  the  engagement.  The  vessel,  although  struck  by 
shot  and  shell,  sustained  no  material  injury.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to 
cull  your  attention  to  the  brave  and  gallant  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew 
during  the  whole  engagement. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

PETER  HAYES. 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  engaged  the  battery  on  the  7th  instant,  at  12  m.,  and  kept  up  a  con- 
tinual fire  till  5.45  p.  m.,  at  the  distance  of  1,500  yards,  throwing  shea  effect- 
ively. I  expended  during  the  time  ninety-eight  shell,  and  am  happy  to  say  no 
casualties  occurred. 

My  officers  and  men  merit  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  promptness  during 
the  action,  particularly  T.  W.  Cook,  paymaster's  clerk,  who  rendered  important 
aid  in  attending  to  the  signals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Pamlico  and  Albemarle  Sound, 


United  States  Steamer  Lockwood, 

Elizabeth  City,  N,  C,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action  at  Ro- 
anoke island  on  the  7th  instant : 

Commenced  the  engagement  at  12  m.,  and  continued  it  until  six  p.  m ,  with- 
out any  casualties.  Total  expenditure  of  ammunition :  86  rounds  12-pounder ; 
62  rounds  80-pounder. 

Resumed  the  action  with  the  enemy's  battery  at  nine  a.  m.  on  the  8th  in- 
stant, which  lasted  about  45  minutes.  No  casualties.  Expended  eight  rounds 
80-pounder  ammunition. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  W.  GRAVES, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alex.  Murray, 

Commanding  second  column. 


United  States  Steamer  Henry  Brinker, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
vessel  under  my  command  in  the  action  off  Roanoke  island  on  the  7th  and  8th 
instant : 

Entered  the  engagement  of  Pork  Point  battery  at  12  m.,  and  continued  it 
until  3.20  p.  m.,  when  we  were  obliged  to  haul  off  for  want  of  ammunition. 

On  the  8th,  at  12  m.,  joined  the  fleet  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Jeffers,  and  succeeded  in  forcing  the  barricade. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  my  officers  and  crew  all  behaved  with  the  ut- 
most gallantry  and  coolness. 

No  casualties  occurred,  and  my  vessel  was  not  injured  by  the  enemy's  fire. 
Ammunition  expended,  89  rounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JNO.  E.  GIDDINGS 

Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Flog-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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United  States  Steamer  J.  N.  Seymour, 

Croatan  Sovndj  February  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  10th  instant,  I  herein  have  the 
honor  to  report  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  together  with  the  casual- 
ties on  board  this  vessel  during  the  action  of  the  7th  and  8th  instants. 

At  11  o'clock  and  40  minutes  a.  m.  took  a  position  within  one  and  a  half 
miles  of  the  lower  battery  on  Roanoke  island.  I  opened  fire  with  both  bow 
and  stem  guns,  using  percussion  shell  from  Parrott  gun,  and  shot  and  shell  al- 
ternately in  rifled  howitzer  directing  my  fire  wholly  at  the  barbette  guns  on 
the  southern  extremity  of  the  battery,  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  until  5.30 
p.  m.,  when,  finding  our  ammunition  to  be  reduced  to  23  rounds,  having  ex- 
pended 91  rounds  from  30-pounder  Parrott,  and  112  from  rifled  howitzer,  I 
hauled  off  to  procure  a  fresh  supply,  being  detained  until  dark  in  obtaining  the 
same,  by  which  time  the  firing  on  both  sides  had  ceased.  My  boat,  in  com- 
pany with  others,  was  ordered  on  picket  duty  near  the  barricade,  extending 
across  the  sound  from  Roanoke  island  to  the  main  land. 

I  regret  to  add  that  Mr.  Stephen  Mealius,  head  engineer,  was  dangerously 
wounded  in  the  hip,  and  Wm.  Singleton,  powder  man,  instantly  killed  by  the 
enemy's  shot  during  the  afternoon.  No  damage  was  done  to  the  vessel,  if  I  ex- 
cept the  joiner-work  and  windows  broken  by  the  concussion  of  our  own  guns, 
and  a  hawser  cut  in  two  by  an  enemy's  shot. 

Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  at  8.40  a.  m.  got  under  way  and  ran  down  to 
witliin   1,500  yards  of  the  battery,  returning  the  enemy's  fire,   completely 
silencing  for  the  time  the  three  barbette  guns  before  mentioned.     At  10.55  a. 
m.  a  signal  from  the  flag-ship  to  cease  firing.     Hauled  off  and  anchored. 
Very  respectiiilly,  &c., 

F.  S.  WELLS, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Cwnmanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Ceres, 
Off  Roanoke  Island j  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  on  the  7th  and  8th 
instants,  at  the  attack  on  Roanoke  island : 

About  10.45  a.  m.,  the  Ceres  in  advance  of  the  right  column,  I  received  per- 
mission from  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan  to  open  fire  with  my  rifled  Parrott 
30-pounder.  I  immediately  commenced  firing ;  found  the  first  shot  fell  short, 
and  moved  closer  up,  until  1  got  within  range  of  the  enemy's  steamers.  At  11 
a.  m.  commenced  firing  at  the  enemy's  steamers  with  the  rifled  30-pounder.  At 
two  p.  m.  stood  in  toward  the  fort,  until  I  found  1  was  within  range  for  the 
32-pounder  shell  gun  ;  commenced  firing  with  the  32  pounder  on  the  fort,  and 
firing  on  the  enemy's  steamers  with  the  rifled  gun.  At  four  p.  m.  R.  M.  Cole- 
man, master's  mate,  in  command  of  the  32-pounder,  and  Alex.  Hand,  first 
loader,  were  slightly  wounded  by  the  premature  discharge  of  the  gun,  resulting 
from  the  improper  serving  of  the  vent.  Ran  alongside  United  States  steamer 
Stars  and  Stripes,  and  had  their  wounds  dressed  ;  from  thence  went  alongside 
store  schooner  Howard  and  received  Q5  32-pounder  shells  and  two  barrels  of 
jiowder ;  ran  in  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  again,  and  again  commenced  firing 
as  before  on  the  fort  and  steamers.  At  five  p.  m.  a  shell  from  the  enemy  struck 
on  the  upper  deck,  splitting  one  of  the  beams,  going  through  the  lower  deck. 
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bursting  under  the  boiler,  and  carrying  away  one  of  the  grates  of  the  furnace. 
About  sundown  signal  was  made,  *'  cease  firing."  Stood  out  and  came  to  an 
anchor. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  McDIARMID, 
Acting  Master  Commanding. 
Flag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 


United  States  Steamer  Gen.  Putnam, 

Croatan  Sound,  February  14,  18G2. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  our  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  7th  and 
8th  instant : 

After  12  o'clock  ra.  of  the  7th  I  steamed  up  to  the  right  of  the  squadron 
and  commenced  firing  upon  the  battery  with  my  20-pounder  Parrott  gun,  using 
shrapnel  with  twenty  second  fuses,  bursting  them  directly  over  the  battery. 
Kept  approaching  the  battery  and  steadily  firing,  changing  the  fuse  to  fifteen 
seconds,  then  to  ten  seconds,  and  to  five  seconds,  until  within  700  yards  of  the 
battery ;  then  with  broadside  to,  keeping  the  boat  in  motion.  I  commenced 
firing  shot  and  shell  from  our  32-pounaer,  directing  my  fire  at  the  enemy's 
guns,  continuing  a  steady  fire  from  both  guns  until  half-past  five  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  shots  from  the  enemy's  battery  passed  to  the  right  and  left,  but  mostly  over 
our  heads.  For  about  one  hour  we  received  a  cross-fire  from  the  rebel  steamers 
on  our  left.  We  were  once  on  fire  near  the  machinery,  on  the  hurricane  deck, 
but  it  was  soon  extinguished  and  but  little  damage  done. 

My  powder  being  expended,  I  reported  to  the  commander-in-chief,  who  or- 
dered me  to  the  schooner  Howard  for  a  supply.  During  the  night  we  made  100 
cartridge-bags ;  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  we  filled  them  and  started,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Underwriter  and  several  other  boats,  to  pass  the  blockade  of 
sunken  vessels.  The  battery  opened  fire  upon  us,  which  we  replied  to  for  nearly 
one  hour,  when  we  were  recalled.  Through  the  whole  engagement  I  am  thankful 
to  say  that  no  one  was  hurt  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
pointed  the  guns  with   great  precision,  doing  much  credit  to  themselves  and 
honor  to  that  glorious  flag  which  waves  so  proudly  over  us. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WILLIAM  J.  nOTCHKISS, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Nortk  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Shawsheen, 

Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  steamer  in  the  bombardment  of 
Roanoke  island,  on  the  7tn  and  8th  instant: 

On  the  7th  instant,  at  11.45  a.  m.,  our  first  shell  was  fired,  which  fell  short  of 
the  battery.  Stood  in  until  within  good  range,  when  we  took  a  position  on  the 
front  wing  and  engaged  the  battery,  firing  alternately  fwm  both  rifled  guns 
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This  position  was  maintained  until  sunset,  when  the  signal  was  made  on  board 
the  flag-ship  to  cease  firing,  we  having  received  no  material  injury  throughout 
the  action.  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  was  ably  sustained  by  all  the  officers  and 
crew  under  my  command. 

After  dark  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  in  advance  of  the  fleet  to  watch 
any  movements  of  the  enemy  which  might  take  place  through  the  niffht. 
Nothing  occurring  worthy  of  note,  at  8.30  a,  m.,  8th  instant,  I  was  ordered  to 
make  another  attack  on  the  battery,  which  attack  lasted  for  an  hour,  when 
signal  was  made  to  cease  fii-ing  and  all  the  gunboats  engaged  retired  without 
our  receiving  any  damage.  I  expended,  throughout  the  engagement,  82  rounds 
of  ammunition.  Having  no  shot,  shell  were  used  altogether. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &;c., 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 
Acting  McutcTt  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


United  States  Sloop  Granite, 

Croatan  Sound,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  during  the  action  of  the  7th  and  8th 
instant  I  expended  26  five-second  and  4  ten-second  shells,  and  16  solid  shot, 
and  468  pounds  charges.  ^ 

Casualties  none ;  injured  none. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  BOONIER, 
Acting  Master^ s  Mate,  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


United  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 
Of  Roanoke  Island,  N,  C,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  In  ohedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  now  submit  to  you  a 
detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  my  battery  during  the  engagement  with 
the  rebels  on  Roanoke  island,  February  8,  1862. 

The  officers  of  the  battery  were  as  follows  :  Acting  Master  Charles  Daniels, 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Hetzel ;  Lieutenants  Tillotson  and  Hughes,  of  the 
Union  coast  guard ;  Flag-Officer's  Clerk  Edward  P.  Meeker,  flag-ship  Phila- 
delphia; Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  B.  Hammond,  United  States  steamer  Dela- 
ware ;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Walter  Griffith,  United  States  steamer  Underwriter. 
At  4.30  p.  ni.,  February  7,  the  signal  was  made  to  land  the  troops,  and  Brigadier 
General  Bumside  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  Aehby's  Cove  and  report  to  General 
Reno. 

This  I  immediately  did,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  disembark  the  pieces. 
As  soon  as  they  were  landed  I  formed  them  in  "  columns  of  pieces,"  and  ad- 
vanced inland  to  the  fork  of  the  road.  Here  I  stationed  two  of  the  pieces;  two 
of  the  remaining  pieces  1  stationed  about  half  a  mile  in  advance  on  the  left 
fork,  and  the  other  two  about  the  same  distance  in  advance  on  the  right  fork. 
Here  we  remained  until  7  a.  m.,  February  8,  when  General  Foster  came  up  with 
his  brigade  to  make  the  advance,  and  ordered  me  to  follow  on  after  the  25th 
regiment  Massachusetts  volunteers. 

We  immediately  manned  the  drag-ropes  and  advanced  about  two  miles,  when 
I  received  an  order  from  General  Foster  to  bring  the  battery  forward  as  fast  as 
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possible.  I  now  gave  the  order  "  Forward,  double  quick,"  and  we  soon  sighted 
the  rebel  battery,  which  was  situated  so  as  to  rake  a  road  which  crossed  the 
one  upon  which  we  were  advancing  at  right  angles,  and  was  flanked  on  either 
side  by  a  very  thick  swamp.  As  soon  as  I  saw  the  enemy's  fortification  I 
halted  and  formed  the  pieces  ^'  side  battery,''  with  three  pieces  in  the  road  upon 
which  we  were  advancing  and  three  on  the  right  of  it,  and  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  with  grape  and  shell  from  the  rifled  guns,  and  canister,  shrapnely  and 
shell  from  the  smooth  bore,  doing  good  execution  amongst  the  reserve  in  the 
rear  of  their  battery. 

As  I  had  received  orders  to  keep  the  artillery  on  a  line  with  the  infantry,  I 
advanced  the  pieces  afbcr  each  fire  until  they  were  in  the  open  space  directly  in 
front  of  the  rebel  battery,  where  we  made  a  stand  under  a  most  deatmctive  fire 
from  the  rebel  infantry.  The  men,  however,  worked  the  guns  with  great  cool- 
ness and  determination  until  all  but  ten  rounds  for  each  piece  had  been  fired, 
when,  as  my  orders  were  to  reserve  that  number  of  rounds,  I  ceased  firing  for 
a  short  time,  but  commenced  again  firing  once  every  two  minutes  to  scatter  the 
enemy's  reserve. 

We  had  been  firing  about  three  and  a  half  hours  when  the  fortification  was 
stormed,  and  the  rebels  retreated  towards  Weir's  Point.  As  soon  as  we  reached 
the  rebel  battery  we  started  on  for  Weir's  Point,  but  after  marching  with  the 
artillery  about  two  miles  we  met  General  Foster,  who  told  us  that  the  enemy 
had  surrendered,  and  that  we  should  not  be  wanted  any  more.  I  therefore 
started  on  again  for  the  Point,  and  the  next  morning  embarked  the  battery  and 
returned  to  the  flotilla. 

All  praise  is  due  my  officers  and  men  for  their  bravery  and  the  alacritjr  and 
coolness  with  which  they  executed  all  of  my  orders.  I  particularly  rcconunend 
to  your  notice  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  B.  Hammond,  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Delaware,  who,  by  his  coolness  and  intrepidity,  elicited  my  warmest 
praise.  I  would  also  recommend  to  your  notice  Lieutenants  Tillotson  and 
Hughes,  Union  coast  guard,  who  served  their  pieces  in  the  most  gallant  manner 
throughout  the  action. 

I  now  most  respectfully  submit  the  above  report  to  your  consideration^  hoping 
that  the  operations  may  meet  with  your  approval.  1  am  very  sorry  to  report 
the  following  casualties  in  my  batter}': 

Killed, — John  McCoy  and  John  Doyle,  privates  in  Union  coast  guard;  James 
Herbert,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers. 

Wounded, — William  Miller,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volanteers* 
seriously;  John  Saddler,  private,  Union  coast  guard,  seriously;  Nathan  Stan- 
ford and  David  Lloyd,  privates.  Union  cojist  guard,  slightly;  Benjamin  Clinton. 
private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers,  slightly. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  H.  PORTER, 

Midshipman  United  States  Navy, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 


LIST  OF  CASUALTIES  AT  ROANOKE  ISLAND. 
UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  HETZEL. 

Killed, — Charles  Harris,  acting  master's  mate. 

Wounded, — Charles  "Clark,  boatswain's  mate,  severely;  TuUy  Mclntjrrc, 
seaman,  slightly;  Joseph  N.  Ingersoll,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  William 
Smith,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Henry  Bryant,  ordinary  seaman,  Bli^tljr; 
Henry  P.  Thompson,  coal-heaver,  slightly. 
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UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SEYMOUR. 

Killed. — John  Singleton,  coal-heaver. 

Wounded, — Stephen  Mealius,  actmg  assistant  engineer,  severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MORSE. 

Killed, — Ell  Holden,  seaman. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CERES. 

Wounded, — R.  M.  Coleman,  acting  master's  mate,  slightly;  Alexander  Hand, 
ordinary  seaman,  severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  PERRY. 

Wounded, — Andrew  Horton,  private  company  D,  4th  regiment  Rhode  Island 
volunteers,  severely. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SOUTHPIELD. 

Wounded, — Rufus  Joy,  signal  quartermaster,  slightly. 

MIDSHIPMAN  porter's   HOWITZER  BATTERY,  ENGAGED  ON  ROANOKE  ISLAND. 

Killed. — .John  McCoy,  private,  Union  coast  guard;  John  Doyle,  private, 
Union  coast  ^lard ;  James  Herbert,  private,  9th  regiment  N.  J.  volunteers. 

Wounded — John  Saddler,  private,  Union  coast  guard,  severely ;  James  Jack- 
son, private,  Union  coast  guard,  severely;  David  Lloyd,  private,  Union  coast 
guard,  slightly ;  Nathan  Stanford,  private.  Union  coast  guani,  slightly;  Benjamin 
Clinton,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers,  slightly ;  William  Miller, 
private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers,  severely. 

Misting, — Manning  Lyons,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers ; 
Nathan  Buckley,  private,  9th  regiment  New  Jersey  volunteers. 

Recapitulation, — Killed,  6 ;  wounded,  17 ;  missing,  2. 


Flag' Officer  Goldshorough^s  report  of  destruction  of  guns,  and  capture  and 

parole  of  prisoners,  at  Edenton,  North  Carolina. 

No.  142.]  U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Roanoke  Island,  N,  C.  February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  mv  No.  141,  a  column  of  our  vessels  has  visited  Edenton,  and 
destroyed  some  eight  guns  there.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  received  the  official  reports 
of  the  transaction.  Others  are  now  engaged  in  obstructing  the  link  of  the  Albe- 
marle and  Chesapeake  canal,  connecting  North  river  with  Currituck  sound,  and 
the  work  will  be  done,  if  possible.  There  are,  however,  serious  difficulties  at- 
t<*nding  it.  I  forward,  herewith,  a  very  remarkable  letter  from  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury, 
late  of  our  navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Ljrnch,  which  was  found  among  the  papers  ofi 
the  latter  gentleman  when  his  vessel,  the  Sea  Bird,  was  captured  by  our  forces; 
Accompanying  it  will  be  found  printed  specifications  of  the  steam  gunboats  to 
which  the  letter  alludes. 

The  Ellis,  the  only  vessel  of  the  enemy  in  the  fight  at  Elizabeth  City  not 
completely  destroyed,  is  now  one  of  the  steamers  of  our  forces.  One  of  the 
guns  is  a  rifled  32^-poander  of  57  cwt.,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  have  projectiles 
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sent  to  me  for  it.  They  are  made,  I  think,  by  our  army,  and  perhaps  at  Fort 
Monroe.  We  have  taken  several  of  these  guns,  which  I  propose  to  use  on  board 
our  own  vessels,  and,  therefore,  would  like  to  have  at  least  five  hundred  of  the 
projectiles,  and  it  would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  they  could  be  accompanied  by  a 
suitable  number  of  filled  cylinders.  Until  I  receive  a  supply  of  ammunition 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  make  any  more  offensive  movemfents  of  consequence. 
Albemarle  sound  has  been  well  swept,  and  the  greatest  consteniation  prevails 
among  the  enemy. 

When  I  come  to  give  you  the  details  of  the  doings  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command  you  will,  sir,  I  well  know,  be  rejoiced  at  the  dash  and  gal- 
lantry they  have  displayed.  Their  deeds  are  worthy  of  the  best  days  of  any 
navy  on  earth.  I  am  compelled  to  write  this  despatch  very  hurriedly,  as  I  was 
not  aware,  until  a  few  minutes  ago,  that  an  opportunity  offered  for  sending  com* 
munications  north. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  , 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

P.  S. — In  our  captures  off  Elizabeth  City  some  39  prisoners,  officers  and  men, 
belonging  to  the  confederate  navy,  were  taken  by  our  vessels.  I  have  put 
them  all  on  parole,  as  we  could  not  conveniently  dispose  of  them  otherwise. 
Each,  however,  was  made  to  sign  a  paper  pledging  his  sacred  honor  that,  until 
duly  exchanged,  he  would  neither  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States,  serve 
against  them  in  any  manner  or  way,  nor  divulge  anything  he  may  have  heard 
or  seen  during  his  captivity.  1  sent  to  General  Huger  a  full  account  of  the 
transaction.  When  I  say  "  a//,"  I  mean  all  that  wished  to  be  released  on  parole. 
Nine  of  the  number  preferred  to  remain  with  us,  and  positively  declined  to 
return  again  to  the  rebel  service  or  country.  If  found  reliable,  they  will  be 
shipped  by  us,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  L.  M.  G. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Roanoke  Island,  N,  C,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  released  on  parole  the  undermentioned  individuals,  re- 
cently serving  in  the  confederate  navy,  and  captured  by  vessels  belonging  to  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.     Each  has  signed  a  paper  worded  as  follows : 

"Off  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina, 
On  board  U,  S,  vessel-of-war,  February  12,  1862. 

**  Belonging  to  the  confederate  States  navy,  and  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  by 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  I,  understanding  that  this  paper  is  intended 
to  release  me  on  parole,  do  hereby  pledge  my  sacred  honor  that,  until  duly  ex- 
changed, I  will  neither  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States,  serve  against 
them  in  any  manner  or  way,  nor  divulge,  to  their  prejudice,  anything  1  may 
have  heard  or  seen  during  my  captivity.*' 

Their  names  and  rank  are — 

J.  W.  Cooke,  lieutenant  commanding ;  J.  W.  B.  Greenhow,  surgeon ;  P. 
McCarrick,  master  commanding ;  Jerry  Bowden,  colored  boy ;  Stephen  Beasley, 
seaman;  Thomas  T.  Baum,  ordinary  seaman;  Eamcs  Williams,  landsman; 
John  Thornton,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Baniett,  seaman ;  Iowa  Gregory, 
ordinary  seaman ;  Elias  Williams,  seaman ;  James  A.  Peters,  midshipman ;  J, 
P.  Wohmsley,  third  assistant  engineer ;  George  Livingston,  captain's  clerk;  Jaa. 
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McCarrick,  master's  mate ;  Jolin  W.  Young,  seaman ;  J.  W.  Ballancc,  landsman ; 
Jobn  W.  Phillips  quartermaster ;  Thomas  Johnston,  gunner's  mate ;  John  A. 
Wilson,  seaman ;  W  illiam  Mara,  second  class  fireman ;  James  T.  Sullivan,  ordi- 
nary seaman ;  J.  J.  Henderson,  third  assistant  engineer ;  Junius  Hanks,  third 
assistant  en^^neer;  Reuben  "Willis,  pilot;  Joseph  F.  Weaver,  carpenter;  Alfred 
Reid,  officer's  cook ;  Josiah  W.  Butt,  quartermaster ;  Edwin  T.  R.  Jones,  car- 
penter's mate ;  John  W.  Horton,  ship's  cook ;  George  W.  Dowdj,  seaman  ;  Jas. 
L.  Day,  seaman ;  William  R.  Scruggs,  second  lieutenant,  company  D.  artillery 
corps,  Wise  legion. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  all  of  the  above  obligations,  under  which  they  have 
voluntarily  placed  themselves,  will  be  religiously  observed ;  and  that  no  coun- 
tenance whatever  will  be  given  to  them  from  any  quarter  to  do  otherwise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Major  General  Bb.njamin  Huobr, 

Commanding  Department f  Sfc.,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Indorsement  on  the  copy  of  the  above  letter  transmitted  to  the  department. 

I  beg  to  send  this  copy  of  my  communication  to  General  Huger,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  releasing,  on  parole,  the  prisoners  recently  taken  by  us,  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag' Officer. 
Febriarv  14, 1862. 

P.  S. — E.  Holt  Jones,  assistant  surgeon,  confederate  navy,  has  also  been  simi- 
larly released,  he  having  signed  a  paper  precisely  like  the  above.  This  fact,  I 
beg  to  say  to  the  department,  has  not  yet  been  made  known  to  General  Huger. 
Dr.  Jones  was  released  yesterday,  at  Elizabeth  City,  by  Commander  Rowan, 
agreeably  to  my  orders.  The  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  released  here,  off 
Roanoke  Island,  by  me,  they  having  been  sent  to  this  place  for  me  to  dispose 
of  them  by  Commander  Rowan. 

All  the  prisoners  taken  at  Elizabeth  City  amount,  as  nearly  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain, to  43,  instead  of  39,  as  mentioned  in  my  official  despatch,  of  whom  10  are 
officers.  L.  M.  G. 


Despatch  from  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  forwarding  official  account  of  visits 

to  Eden  ton  and  Currituck  canal,  North  Carolina. 

United  States  Flao-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 

OJ"  Roanoke  Island,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  No.  142  I  have  received  the  official  account  of  the  visits  of 
our  vessels  to  Edenton,  and  also  to  the  Currituck  canal — the  latter  being  the 
popular  designation  of  the  link  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  connecting 
North  river  with  Currituck  sound — and  have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of 
them  to  you  herewith.  As  vou  will  perceive,  sir,  the  obstructions  of  this  link 
were,  mostly,  the  work  of  the  enemy.  They  arc  doubtless  sufficient  to  stop 
effectually  all  navigation  through  the  Currituck  canal  until  they  be  removed,  to 
do  which  will  require  no  inconsiderable  labor. 
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It  escaped  me  to  mention,  in  my  last  communication,  that  the  light-house  at 
Cape  Hattcras  may  now  be  lighted  with  perfect  safety,  and  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  this  should  be  done  forthwith  by  the  direction  and  agents  of  our 
Light-house  Board. 

I  also  forward  to  you  herewith  a  number  of  printed  documents  and  manu- 
script papers  found  on  board  the  enemy's  flag-steamer  Sea  Bird  at  the  time  of 
her  capture.     Some  of  them,  at  least,  will  be  of  use  to  the  department. 

The  names  of  the  men-of-war  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  by  our  vessels 
since  wc  reached  this  island  are  as  follows:  Flag-steamer  Sea  Bird,  destroyed; 
steamer  Forest,  destroyed;  steamer  Curlew,  destroyed;  steamer  Fanny,  de- 
stroyed ;  steamer  Ellis,  captured ;  steamer  Black  WaiTior,  destroyed ;  and  a  new 
gunboat  on  the  stocks  at  Elizabeth  City,  also  destroyed — making  seven  vessels 
in  all ;  and  each  of  the  first  six,  I  may  add,  was  remarkably  well  armed  as  a 
gunboat.  All  of  them,  except  the  Ctirlew,  were  destroyed  or  captured  in  the 
attack  at  Elizabeth  City ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  inention  that  the  whole  of 
them,  saving,  of  couree,  the  one  on  the  stocks,  were  struck  by  our  projectiles  of 
one  kind  or  another  in  the  course  of  the  engagement  they  had  with  us  off  here 
on  the  7th  instant.  The  Curlew,  during  the  engagement  of  the  7th,  was  so 
badly  injured  by  one  of  our  100-pounder  shells  that  she  was  compelled  to  seek 
shelter  close  under  Fort  Forrest,  where,  as  soon  as  our  vessels  burst  through 
the  double  row  of  extensive  obstructions,  (formed  by  piles  and  sunken  vessels, 
and  at,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  a  cost  of  8400,000,)  in  order  to  get  at  her, 
and  also  attack  the  fort,  she  was  set  on  fire  by  her  own  crew,  and,  almost  simul- 
taneously, the  fort,  too,  shared  the  same  fate  from  the  hands  of  those  who  were 
in  it.     In  about  an  hour  afterward,  in  the  dark  of  the  evening,  both  blew  up. 

May  I  be  permitted  again  to  urge  that  as  many  of  the  new  gimboats  of  light 
draught  as  can  possibly  be  spared  should  be  sent  to  me  at  the  earliest  moment  ? 
Those  having  a  rudder  at  each  end,  and  drawing,  at  most,  not  over  eight  feet  of 
water,  are  the  only  ones  suitable  for  our  pui-poses.  I  should  be  happy  to  be 
permitted  to  assign  commanders  to  them,  after  they  reach  here,  from  among  the 
gallant  and  tried  oflicers  I  now  have  with  me,  and  to  transfer  the  individuals 
who  may  bring  them  here  to  the  vacant  commands  that  this  arrangement  will 
occasion. 

The  best  of  our  vessels  now  here  are  but  exceedingly  frail  affairs  against 
either  forts  or  batteries  of  consequence,  and  have  to  be  handled  almost  as  care- 
fnlly  as  though  they  represented  baskets  of  eggs.  Several  of  them  already 
require  extensive  repairs ;  more,  I  fear,  in  some  cases  than  we  can  effect  here 
with  our  own  resources,  which,  however,  shall  be  strained  to  the  utmost.  Their 
own  guns  shake  them  so  violently  that  their  much  continued  use  must  result  in 
a  disintegration  of  hulls.  Lighter  guns  would  avail  nothing  against  those  of  the 
enemy,  nearly  all  of  which  are  heavy  and  thoroughly  well  appointed.  His  fa- 
vorite gun  is  the  32-pounder,  of  fifty-seven  and  sixty-three  hundred  weight, 
beautifully  fortified  at  the  breech  end  by  a  long  and  massive  wrought  iron 
cylindrical  ring,  and  so  rifled  in  the  bore  as  to  admit  of  the  use  of  round  shot 
and  grape,  as  well  as  shells,  by  the  simple  interposition  of  a  junk  wad  between 
the  charge  of  powder  and  the  shot  or  stand  of  grape.  The  range  is  admirable. 
The  charge  he  uses  is  eight  pounds  of  powder,  but  our  impression  is  that  the 
quality  of  his  powder  is  quite  inferior  to  our  own ;  and,  judging  from  the  flash- 
ing of  some  of  it  on  paper,  this  is  certainly  the  case.  All  his  forts  and  vessels 
that  we  have  examined  are  provided  with  these  guns.  Very  wisely,  in  my 
judgment,  he  does  not  use  the  percussion  fuse;  the  only  one  that  he  does  use, 
so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  is  the  ordinary  metallic  time-fuse — ^precisely  ours, 
even  to  the  run  of  the  screw — regulated  in  length  so  as  to  answer  up  to  twenty- 
five  seconds.  In  all  our  attacks  percussion  fuses  have  proved  not  only  worthless 
but  dangerous  to  ourselves.     We  have  already  secured  a  number  of  his  guns  of 
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the  kind  I  describe.     His  ordnance  arrangements  throughout  exhibit  great  skill 
and  ingenuity — admirable  workmanship. 

The  very  disturbed  state  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina ;  their  great  anxiety 
to  ascertain  the  real  object  of  our  mission;  and  the  belief  that  good  will  ensue, 
have  induced  Greneral  Burnside  and  myself  to  issue  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of 
which  will  accompany  this. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  authorized  Commander  Rowan  to  take  with  him  a  num- 
ber of  our  vessels  and  a  regiment  of  the  army,  proceed  up  the  Chowan  river, 
enter  the  Blackwater  and  Nottoway  rivers,  and  destroy  the  two  bridges  of  the 
Seaboard  and  Roanoke  railroad  crossing  these  streams ;  and  yesterday  I  au 
thorized  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers  to  take  charge  of  an  army  stern- wheel 
steamer,  with  two  of  our  armed  launches  in  tow,  and  some  three  hundred  of  the 
army  on  board,  to  proceed  into  Currituck  sound  and  there  destroy  some  import- 
ant salt  works  in  the  neighborhood  of  Old  Currituck  inlet.  Both  expeditions 
are  still  absent,  nor  have  I  as  yet  received  any  tidings  from  either  of  them, 
although  momentarily  expecting  to  hear  that  each  has  been  successful.  I  shall 
keep  this  open  to  the  last  moment  of  the  departure  of  the  Baltimore,  under  the 
hope  of  being  enabled  to  inform  you  certainly  of  results. 

February  21. — I  have  heard  from  both  expeditions.  Nothing,  I  believe,  has 
yet  been  done  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  the  objects  proposed.  The  salt 
works  turned  out  to  be  a  worthless  concern,  and  they  could  not  be  approached 
by  the  vessel  we  despatched,  although  she  draws  less  water  than  anything  we 
have  on  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


PROOLAMATIOi^. 


Roanoke  Island,  N,  C,  February  18,  1862. 

The  mission  of  our  joint  expedition  is  not  to  invade  any  of  your  rights,  but 
to  assert  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  to  close  with  you  the  desolating 
war  brought  upon  your  State  by  comparatively  a  few  bad  men  in  your  midst. 
Influenced  infinitely  more  by  the  worst  passions  of  human  nature  than  by  any 
show  of  elevated  rejison,  they  are  still  urging  you  astray  to  gratify  their  unholy 
purposes.  They  impose  upon  your  credulity  by  telling  you  of  wicked  and  even 
diabolical  intentions  on  our  part ;  of  our  desire  to  destroy  your  freedom,  demolish 
your  property,  liberate  your  slaves,  injure  your  women,  and  such  like  enormi- 
ties; all  of  which,  we  assure  you,  is  not  only  ridiculous,  but  utterly  and  wilfully 
false. 

We  are  Christians  as  well  as  yourselves,  and  we  profess  to  know  full  well 
and  to  feel  profoundly  the  sacred  obligations  of  that  character.  No  apprehen- 
sions need  be  entertained  that  the  demands  of  humanity  or  justice  will  be  dis- 
regarded. We  shall  inflict  no  injury  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  your  own  acts, 
and  upon  this  you  may  confidently  rely. 

Those  men  are  your  worst  enemies.  They,  in  truth,  have  drawn  you  into 
your  present  condition,  and  are  the  real  disturbers  of  your  peace  and  the  hap- 
piness of  your  firesides.  We  invite  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Constitution,  and 
in  that  of  virtuous  loyalty  and  civilization,  to  separate  yourselves  at  once  from 
their  malign  influence,  to  return  to  your  allegiance,  and  not  compel  us  to  resort 
further  to  the  force  under  our  control.     The  government  asks  only  that  its  an- 
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thority  may  be  recognized,  and,  we  repeat,  in  no  manner  or  way  does  it  desire 
to  interfere  with  your  laws  constitutionally  established,  your  institutions  of  any 
kind  whatever,  your  property  of  any  sort,  or  your  usages  in  any  respect. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Brigadier  General,  commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina, 


United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 
OffElizaheth  City,  North  Carolina,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel,  accompanied 
by  the  Underwriter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  JefiFei-s,  the  Commodore  Perry, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  and  the  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Graves 
commanding,  to  the  city  of  Edenton,  west  end  of  Albemarle  sound. 

At  half-past  8  o'clock  this  morning  we  arrived  off  the  entrance  to  the  harbor, 
and  after  a  careful  reconnoissance,  we  passed  in,  the  Lockwood  in  the  advance, 
to  keep  the  larger  vessels  informed,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  depth  of  water  in 
the  channel,  or  of  the  appearance  of  earthworks  on  the  banks.  At  10  o'clock 
we  had  undisturbed  possession  of  the  town ;  part  of  a  flying  artillery  regiment, 
variously  estimated  from  one  himdred  to  three  hundred,  fled  precipitately  with- 
out firing  a  shot.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  also  left,  in  consequence,  I  was  told, 
of  a  vile  rumor  having  been  put  in  circulation  by  the  panic-stricken  enemy  that 
our  havoc  was  indiscriminate  off  Elizabeth.  I  was  happy  in  being  able  to 
stigmatize  such  a  report  as  it  deserved,  and  to  restore  quiet  to  a  very  excited 
population. 

There  are  no  fortifications  at  or  in  the  water  approaches  to  Edenton.  Near 
Hornblow's  Point  trees  have  been  felled,  possibly  with  a  view  to  the  con- 
struction of  works.  Among  the  results  of  the  expedition  are  the  destruction  of 
eight  cannon  and  one  schooner  (on  the  stocks)  at  Edenton.  We  captured  two 
schooners  in  the  sound,  one  having  four  thousand  bushels  of  corn.  We  also 
took  six  bales  of  cotton  from  the  custom-house  wharf.  There  were  no  public 
stores  in  the  town ;  the  custom-house  was  empty.  We  remained  two  hours 
abreast  of  the  town,  and  were  visited  by  the  authorities  and  others,  many  of 
whom  professed  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  the  old  Union. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Second  Column  of  Naval  Division. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Alhemarle  Sound, 


United  States  Steamer  Underwriter, 

Mouth  of  North  river,  February  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  parting  company  with  you  at  this  place  yesterday  afternoon  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Lockwood,  Acting  Mjister  Graves,  accompanied  by  the  Shawsheen 
and  Whitehead,  towing  a  couple  of  schooners,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Albemarle  canal.  I  discovered  two  small  steamers  and  three  schooners 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  up  the  canal,  and  that  the  mouth  of  the  canal  was 
obstructed. 

A  picket,  stationed  near  the  mouth,  fired  their  muskets  to  give  the  alarm,  and 
a  large  body  of  men,  whose  muskets  glittered  in  the  sunshine,  got  under  cover 
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of  the  point  where  the  vessels  were.  I  immediately  moved  up  within  a  couple 
of  hundred  yards  of  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  until  all  the  vessels  grounded,  and 
ordered  the  Whitehead  to  open  fire  with  her  9-inch  guns.  But  three  shells 
were  fired,  when  the  whole  body  precipitately  fled. 

On  going  on  shore  I  found  that  a  schooner  had  been  sunk  about  fifty  yards 
within  the  mouth,  supported  by  piles,  logs,  &c.,  forming  a  complete  barrier.  I 
advanced  a  picket  of  fifteen  men,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Graves, 
followed  by  the  machinists  of  the  Louisiana,  with  crowbars,  mauls,  &c.  At  the 
distance  of  half  a  mile  a  second  row  of  pUes  had  been  driven ;  they  were  at 
work  on  this  when  we  surprised  them.  The  steamers  and  schooners  had  left 
before  we  landed ;  but  a  fine  large  dredging  machine  remained,  and  this  we 
soon  saw  sinking.  This  sunk  diagonally  across  the  canal,  closing  it  entirely 
for  the  passage  of  the  smallest  vessel,  being,  say,  ten  feet  from  one  bank,  and 
six  from  the  other.  The  machinery  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the  working 
party ;  the  hull  above  water  burned  and  entirely  consumed. 

A  resident,  named  Stone,  having  a  store  at  this  point,  was  interrogated,  and 
stated  that  the  force  seen  was  the  remnant  of  the  Wise  legion,  commanded  by 
Wise  in  person,  and  numberinff  six  hundred  men.  Captain  Graves,  with  a  few 
men,  followed  their  rear  guard  to  the  county  bridge.  This  is  the  thoroughfare 
between  Currituck  and  the  upper  counties,  and  there  was  a  battery  of  three 
guns  placed  to  command  the  canal  and  main  road.  The  guard  had  been  re- 
moved. 

In  their  haste  they  left  the  axes  used  in  destroying  the  dredging  machine, 
some  canteens,  haversacks,  and  clothing.  In  fact,  as  a  contraband  deserter 
from  the  legion  at  Elizabeth  City  told  me,  "  Ever  since  that  fight  in  western 
Virginia,  in  which  wo  lost  five  hundred  men,  we  have  been  running  all  the 
time,  and  now  they  will  never  stop  until  they  get  back  to  Richmond." 

I  completed  the  rebel  work  by  sinking  two  schooners  in  the  mouth  of  the 
canal,  and  burning  all  that  remained  above  water.  The  work  completed,  I 
returned  to  this  anchorage.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Acting  Master  Graves  and 
Assi^Umt  Engineer  Lay,  acting  chief  of  the  Louisiana,  for  the  complete  manner 
in  which  my  directions  were  carried  out. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

i^enior  Officer  Commanding  Expedition. 


Commander  Rowan  s  report  of  the  engagement  at  TVinton,  North  Carolina,  on 

(he  19 (h  and  20(h  February,  18G2. 

United  States  Steamer  Delawtare, 
Croatan  Sound,  Roanoke  Island,  February  22,  18G2. 

Sir  :  I  left  Croatan  sound  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  on  a  reconnoissance 
of  the  Chowan  river.  The  Hunchback  and  Barney,  having  on  board  the  9th 
n'gimcnt  of  New  York  volunteers,  (Hawkins's  zouaves,)  were  to  follow  as  soon 
as  pot*:*ible.  The  commanders  of  these  vessels  were  directed  to  rendezvous  off 
Edenton,  there  to  await  my  arrival. 

I  reached  Elizabeth  City  in  this  ship  at  5  o'clock  the  same  evening,  and, 
without  anchoring,  ordered  the  force  there,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Perry, 
Mori*o,  l^ckwood,  and  Whitehead,  to  weigh  and  follow  me.  1  stood  up  the 
sound,  and  at  midnight  fotud  the  Barney  at  anchor.  The  Hunchback  having 
grounded  in  the  Croatan  sound,  I  anchored  for  the  night  to  await  her  arrival. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  moved  the  force  to  the  head  of  the  soundt 
sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  to  make  a  reconnoiseanc^  of  Plymoatk  m 
the  Lockwood.     The  Hunchback  came  up  in  the  meantime  and  anchored.   I 
determined  to  leave  the  force  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  to  await  Ci 
Murray's  return,  and  started  in  this  vessel,  accompanied  by  the   Perry, 
Winton,  for  tlie  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  Union  men   said  to  be 
arms  at  that  place,  leaving  orders  for  Captain  Murray  to  follow  me  with  all 
vessels  as  soon  as  he  returned.     Being  desirous  of  reaching  Winton  at  an 
hour,  I  directed  Captiiin  Quackenbush  to  go  at  full  speed.     At  4  p.  m.  on 
afternoon  of  the  19th  came  in  sight  of  the  wharf  and  houses  at  the  landing 
Winton,  the  town  being  hid  by  a  high  bluff  covered  with  oak  trees.     Baoj 
up  past  the  wharf  and  bluff,  where  a  negro  woman  stood,  apparently  to  a 
us  that  no  danger  need  be  apprehended,  we  were  in  the  act  of  letting  go 
anchor,  when  suddenly  a  force  consisting  of  the  first  battery  of  North  Care 
volunteers  and  a  battery  of  light  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Col 
W.  T.  Williams,  of  the  first  battery  of  North  Carolina  volunteers,  opcn<id  a 
rific  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  this  vessel.     Volley  succeeded  volley 
rapid  succession,  striking  us  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  times  with  muskt     f, 
but  his  artillery  overshot  us.     We  were  too  close  under  the  highland  to  r     la 
the  fire  immediately.   Steamed  ahead  and  turned,  after  some  trouble,  and  < 
fire  from  our  shell  gun.     The  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  beu 
position,  promptly  threw  a  shrapnell  among  the  forces,  which  was  followeu  aj 
this  ship  as  soon  as  Captain  Quackenbush  could  extricate  her  from  her  positkn 
and  turn  the  ship  in  the  narrow  river.     1  ran  down  past  the  enemy,  and  an- 
chored my  forci;  about  seven  miles  below  Winton.     Colonel  Hawkins  and  I 
decided  to  return  next  morning  to  Winton.     At  early  daylight  on   the  SOtk 
moved  up  to  Winton,  the  leading  vessels  threw  a  few  shrapnell  on  shore  to  corcr 
the  landing  of  the  troops.     In  a  few  moments  Colonel  Hawkins  had  poBseaakm 
of  the  bluff,  supported  by  two  of  our  howitzers.     The  troops  moved  badE 
towards  the  town,  and,  meeting  with  no  opposition,  entered  it,  and  destrojed  a 
quantity  of  military  stores,  tents,  arms,  knapsacks,  &c.,  and  the  quarters  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  the  enemy.     I  made  signal   "embark  troops,"  which  was 
promptly  complied  with,  and  withdrew  my  force,  bringing  off  a  small  Bchooner 
found  at  tht;  wharf,  and  returned  to  this  places  having  despatched  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Flusser,  of  the  Peny,  and  the  Whitehead  to  watch  Elizabeth  City. 
The  ()fii('('i*s  and  crew  of  this  ship  showed  their  usual  coolness  on  tliis  trying 
occai^ion.     I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice  Mr.  Gabaudan,  my  clerk,  acting 
as  aid  and  signal  oflicer,  who  was  with  Captain  Quackenbush  and  myself  on 
the  upper  deck.     He  is  desirous  of  an  appointment  in  the  marine  corps.     I  beg 
your  kind  ()fli('(>8  for  him.     I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  coolness  and  pres- 
ence of  mind  of  the  pilot,  Nasa  Williams,  who,  in  one  of  the  most  exposed  pou- 
tions  in  the  ship,  was  true  to  his  trust,  and  was  found  at  the  wliecl  when 
Captain  Quackenbush  went  there  to  give  him  orders.     A  sum  of  money  to  this 
poor  man  would  be  his  best  reward. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  ROWAN, 
Com'ng  U,  S,  Naval  Flotilla  in  Pamlico  Sound, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDsnuKorcm, 

Com)nanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Captain  John  Marsian^t  report  of  the  Merrimack's  attack  and  the  arrival  of 

the  Monitor. 

United  Statbs  Steamer  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  9,  1862. 

Sfr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  that  yesterday  at  one  o'clock  one  of  the 
lookout  vet<3elB  reported,  by  signals,  that  the  enemy  was  coming  out.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  Minnesota  to  get  under  way,  and,  as  soon  as  the  two  tugs 
appointed  to  tow  this  ship  came  alongside,  I  slipped  our  cable.  The  Merrimack 
was  soon  discovered  passing  out  by  Sewall's  Point,  standing  up  towards  Newport 
News,  acc<)mj)anied  oy  several  small  gunboats.  Every  exertion  was  made  by 
US  to  get  all  the  speed  on  the  Roanoke  that  the  two  tugs  were  capable  of  giving 
her;  but,  in  conseqence  of  our  bad  steerage,  we  did  not  get  ahead  as  rapidly  as 
we  desired  to.  The  Merrimack  went  up  and  immediately  attacked  the  Congress 
and  Cumberland,  but  particularly  the  latter  ship,  which  was  hid  from  us  by  the 
land.  When  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Fortress  Monroe  the  Minnesota 
grounded.  Wc  continued  to  stand  on,  and  when  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Cum- 
berland we  saw  that  she  had  careened  over,  apparently  full  of  water.  The 
enemy,  who  had  been  joined  by  two  or  three  steamers  from  the  James  river, 
now  devoted  themselves  exclusively  to  the  Congress,  but  she  being  aground 
could  bring  but  five  guns  to  bear  on  them,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  four  o'clock 
we  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  her  haul  down  her  flag.  I  continued  to  stand 
on  until  we  found  ourselves  in  three  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water  and  were  on 
the  ground  aptem.  Finding  that  we  could  go  no  further,  I  ordered  one  of  the 
tugs  to  tow  us  round,  and  as  soon  as  the  Roanoke's  head  was  pointed  down  the 
bay  and  1  found  she  was  afloat  again,  I  directed  the  tugs  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Minnesota,  under  the  hope  that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  two  others 
which  had  accompanied  her,  they  would  be  able  to  get  her  ofi*,  but  up  to  the 
time  that  I  now  write  they  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  so.  At  five  o'clock  the 
frigate  8t.  Ijawrcnce,  in  tow  of  the  Cambridge,  passed  us,  and  not  long  after  she 
also  grounded,  but  by  the  aid  of  the  Cambridge  she  was  got  afloat  again,  and 
being  unable  to  render  any  assistance  to  the  Minnesota,  came  down  the  harbor. 
In  pafising  the  batteries  at  Sewall's  Point,  both  going  and  returning,  the  rebels 
openc*d  fire  on  us,  which  was  returned  from  our  pivot  guns,  but  the  range  was 
too  great  for  them,  while  the  enemy's  shot  fell  far  beyond  us.  One  shot  went 
tlimugh  our  foresails,  cutting  away  two  of  our  shrouds,  and  several  shell  burst 
over  and  near  the  ship,  scattering  their  fragments  on  the  deck.  Between  seven 
and  eight  o'clock  we  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to  the  Congress,  and 
she  continued  to  bum  till  one  o'clock,  when  she  blew  up.  This  was  a  melan- 
choly satisfaction  t^)  me,  for  as  she  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it 
was  far  b«*tter  to  have  her  destroyed  than  she  should  be  employed  against  us 
at  some  future  day.  It  was  the  impression  of  some  of  my  officers  that  the  rebels 
hoi:*ted  tlu'  French  flag,  but  I  could  not  make  it  out.  At  eight  o'clock  I  heard 
that  the  Monitor  had  arrived,  and  soon  after  Lieutenant  Commanding  Worden 
came  on  board,  and  I  immediately  ordered  him  to  go  up  to  the  Minnesota,  hoping 
she  would  be  able  to  keep  off  an  attack  on  the  Minnesota  till  we  had  got  her 
afloat  again.  This  morning  the  Merrimack  renewed  the  attack  on  the  Minnesota, 
but  Aiv  foiuid,  no  doubt  greatly  to  her  surprise,  a  new  opponent  in  the  Monitor. 
The  contcfit  has  been  gf»ing  on  during  most  of  the  day  between  these  two  armored 
vessels,  and  most  beautifully  has  the  little  Monitor  sustained  herself,  showing 
herself  capable  of  great  endurance.  1  have  not  received  any  official  accounts 
of  the  loss  of  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  but  no  doubt  shall  do  so,  when  i( 
will  be  trant<mitted  to  you. 

I  shouhl  do  injustice  to  this  military  department  did  I  not  inform  you  that 
every  assistance  was  freely  tendered  to  us,  sending  five  of  their  tugs  to  the 
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relief  of  the  Minnesota,  and  offering  all  the  aid  in  their  power.  I  Troald  abo 
beg  leave  to  say  that  Captain  Poor,  of  the  ordnance  department,  kindly  Tolon- 
teered  to  do  duty  temporarily  on  board  this  ship,  and  from  whom  I  have  received 
much  assistance.  I  did  hope  to  get  this  off  by  this  day's  mail,  but  I  have  been 
80  constantly  employed  that  I  fear  I  shall  not  do  so. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Captain  John  Marston  states  several  omissions  in  former  reports. 

United  States  Steamer  Roanokb, 

New  York,  March  17,  1862, 

Sir  :  The  constfint  pressure  on  my  mind  for  the  last  few  days  previous  tomj 
leaving  Hampton  Hoads,  caused  by  the  multitudinous  duties  devolving  upon  nc^ 
led  mo  unintentionally  to  omit  reporting  several  things  which  it  was  my  datj  to 
have  infomud  you  of,  which  omissions  I  trust  you  will,  under  the  circamBtaneeBt 
pardon  and  ovt^rlook. 

On  Monday  the  tOth  instant,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  tug  Whitehall*  while 
lying  n(;ar  the  landing  at  Fortress  Monroe,  caught  fire,  and  was  in  a  few  minutes 
HO  compI(>tely  enveloped  in  flames  that  her  commander,  Acting  Master  Balaier, 
and  crew  had  only  time  to  escape,  saving  nothing  but  the  clothes  they  had  on. 
I  had  Acting  Mast(T  Balsier  on  board  and  questioned  him  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
catJiHtrophe,  but  he  c(mld  fonn  no  idea  as  to  its  origin,  and  only  knew  that  it 
comni(;nce(l  in  the  fire-room.  The  destruction  of  the  Whitehall  is  not  a  vciy 
WTiourt  loHrt  to  the  government,  as  she  was  so  perfectly  rotten  as  to  have  rendered 
her,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  unworthy  of  repairs.  Acting  Master  Balsier  being 
entin*ly  destitute  of  clothing,  and  his  services  not  specially  wanted  here  at  this 
tim(s  1  gave  him  per  mission  to  go  to  his  home,  as  I  also  did  to  most  of  the  officen 
of  th(;  (yongresrt  and  Cumberland,  with  orders  to  report  from  thence  to  you. 

I  al:4o  omitted  to  inform  you  that,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Assistant 
Secn^tary  of  the  Navy,  I  had  the  Brandy  wine  towed  up  for  safety  to  Annapolis 
by  the  stciamer  Mount  Venion,the  latter  vessel  to  go  to  Baltimore  and  complete 
her  repairs.  The  Hrandywine  also  would  have  gone  to  Baltimore,  but  she  drew 
too  much  water.  Arrang<*ments  were  made  by  me  previous  to  my  sailing  finr 
towing  to  Baltimore  the  gunboat  Mystic  and  the  tugs  Dragon  and  Zouave,  all  of 
which,  it  was  thought  by  ^Ir.  Fox,  had  b(?tter  be  sent  immediately  away ;  the 
execution  of  this  1  l(>ft  with  (Japtain  Van  Brunt.  The  coal  ships,  the  hospital 
ship,  juid  tli(^  Hraziliera  were  n*nioved  out  of  range  of  the  guns  of  the  fortreefl 
and  safi'lv  anchored  to  the  eastward  (jf  it. 

For  tiiese  omissions  on  my  ])art  I  trust  you  will  pardon  mo,  for  no  one  bat 
myself  c.iu  form  an  idea  of  the  constant  drain  there  was  on  my  energies. 
V(jry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON,  Captain. 

Hon.  (JiDKON  Wkllrs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Captain  Van  Brunt*s  account  of  the  Minnesota's  engagement  with  the  Merrimack, 

United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday,  the  8th  instant,  at  12.45  p.  m.,  three  small  steamers,  in 
appearance,  were  discovered  rounding  Sewall's  Point,  and  as  soon  as  they  camo 
into  full  broadside  view  I  was  convinced  that  one  was  the  iron-plated  steam 
battery  Merrimack,  from  the  large  size  of  her  smoke-pipe.  They  were  heading 
for  Newport  News,  and  I,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  senior  officer  present. 
Captain  J.^larston,  immediately  called  all  hands,  slipped  my  cables,  and  got  under 
way  for  that  point  to  engage  her.  While  rapidly  passing  ScwalPs  Point,  the 
rebels  there  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  rifle  battery,  one  shot  from  which  going 
through  and  crippling  my  mainmast.  I  returned  the  fire  with  my  broadside  guns 
and  forcciistle  pivot.  We  ran  without  further  difficulty  within  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  of  Newport  News  and  there,  unfortunately,  grounded.  The  tide  was 
running  ebb,  and  although  in  the  channel  there  was  not  sufficient  water  for  this 
ship,  which  draws  23  feet,  I  knew  that  the  bottom  was  soft  and  lumpy,  and 
endeavored  to  force  the  ship  over,  but  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so.  At  this 
time  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  Merrimack  had  passed  the  fngate  Congress 
and  ran  into  the  sloop-of-war  Cumberland,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  after  1  saw 
the  latter  goihg  down  oy  the  head.  The  Merrimack  then  hauled  off,  taking  a 
position,  and  about  2.30  p.  m.  engaged  the  Congress,  throwing  shot  and  shell 
into  her  with  terrific  effect,  while  the  shot  from  the  Congress  glanced  from  her 
iron-plated  Hloping  sides  without  doing  any  apparent  damage.  At  3.30  p.  m. 
the  Congress  was  compelled  ,to  haul  down  her  colors.  Of  the  extent  of  her  loss 
and  injury  you  will  be  informed  from  the  official  report. 

At  four  p.  m.  the  Merrimack,  Jamestown,  and  Patrick  Henry  bore  down 
upon  my  vessel.  Very  fortunately,  the  iron  battery  drew  too  much  water  to 
come  within  a  mile  of  us.  She  took  a  position  on  my  starboard  bow,  but  did 
not  fire  with  accuracy,  and  only  one  shot  passed  through  the  ship's  bow.  The 
other  two  steamers  took  their  position  on  my  port  bow  and  stem,  and  their  fire 
did  moHt  damage  in  killing  and  wounding  men,  inasmuch  as  they  fired  with 
rifled  guns ;  but  with  the  heavy  gun  that  I  could  bring  to  bear  upon  them,  I 
drove  them  off*,  one  of  them  apparently  in  a  crippled  condition.  1  fired  upon 
the  Merrimack  with  my  pivot  10-iuch  gun  without  apparent  effect,  and  at  seven 
p.  m.  she  too  hauled  off,  and  all  three  vessels  steamed  toward  Norfolk. 

The  tremendous  firing  of  my  broadside  guns  had  crowded  me  further  upon 
the  mud  bank,  into  which  the  ship  seemed  to  have  made  for  herself  a  cradle. 
From  10  p.  m.,  when  the  tide  commenced  to  run  flood,  until  four  a.  m.  I  had  all 
hands  at  work  with  steam-tugs  and  hawsers,  endeavoring  to  haul  the  ship  off 
the  bank,  but  without  avail;  and  as  the  tide  had  then  fallen  considerably,  I  sus- 
pended further  operations  at  that  time.  At  two  a.  m.  the  iron  battery  Monitor, 
Commaiuh^r  Jno.  L.  Worden,  which  had  arrived  the  previous  evening  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  came  alongside  and  reported  for  duty,  and  then  all  on  board  felt 
that  wo  had  a  friend  that  would  stand  bv  us  in  our  hour  of  trial. 

At  six  a.  m.  the  enemy  again  appeared,  coming  down  from  Craney  island, 
and  1  Ix'at  to  quarters,  but  they  ran  past  my  ship  and  were  heading  for  Fort- 
ress Monroe,  and  the  retreat  was  beaten  to  allow  my  men  to  get  something  to 
eat.  TIh'  Merrimack  ran  down  near  to  the  Rip-Ilaps,  and  then  turned  into  the 
channel  through  which  1  had  come.  Again  all  hands  were  c<illed  to  quarters, 
and  when  Am  approached  within  a  mile  of  us  I  opened  upon  her  with  my  stem 
guns,  and  made  signal  to  the  Monitor  to  attack  the  enemy.  She  immediately 
run  down  in  my  wake,  right  within  range  of  the  Merrimack,  completely  cover- 
ing my  8hip  as  far  as  was  possible  with  her  diminutive  dimensi(»iis,  and  much 
to  my  astonishment  laid  herself  right  alongside  of  the  Merrimack,  and  the  con- 
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trast  was  that  of  a  pigmy  to  a  giant.  Gun  after  gun  was  fired  by  the  Monitor^ 
which  was  returned  with  whole  broadsides  from  the  rebels,  with  no  more  effect, 
apparently,  than  so  many  pebble  stones  thrown  by  a  child.  After  a  while  thej 
commenced  manoevering,  and  we  could  see  the  little  battery  point  her  bow  foe 
the  rebels,  with  the  intention,  as  I  thought,  of  sending  a  shot  through  her  bov 
port  hole ;  then  she  would  shoot  by  her,  and  rake  her  through  the  stem.  In 
the  meantime  the  rebels  were  pouring  in  broadside  after  broadside*  bat  almoit 
all  her  shot  flew  over  the  little  submcirged  propeller,  and  when  they  struck  the 
bomb-proof  tower,  the  shot  glanced  off  without  producing  any  efiect,  deariy  es- 
tablishing the  fact  that  wooden  vessels  cannot  contend  with  iron-clad  ones;  for 
never  before  was  anything  like  it  dreamed  of  by  the  greatest  enthuBiast  in  mar- 
itime warfare. 

The  Merrimack,  finding  that  she  could  make  nothing  of  the  Monitor,  tamed  ha 
attention  once  more  to  me.  In  the  morning  she  had  put  an  11 -inch  shot  under' 
my  counter,  near  the  water  line ;  and  now,  on  her  second  approach,  I  opened 
upon  her  with  all  my  broadside  guns  and  10-inch  pivot — a  oroadside  whick 
would  have  blown  out  of  water  any  timber  built  ship  in  the  world.  She  re- 
turned my  fire  with  her  rified  bow  gun,  with  a  shell  which  passed  through  the 
chief  engine(^r*3  state  room,  through  the  engineers'  mess  room,  amidshipst  and 
burst  in  the  boatswain's  room,  tearing  four  rooms  all  into  one  in  its  paBsage,  and 
exploding  two  charges  of  powder,  which  set  the  ship  on  fire,  but  it  was  prompdy 
oxtinguislied  by  a  party  headed  by' my  first  lieutenant.  Her  second  shell  went 
through  the  boiler  of  the  tug-boat  Dragon,  exploding  it,  and  causing  some  con- 
sternation on  board  my  ship  for  the  moment,  until  the  matter  was  explained. 
This  time  I  had  concentrated  upon  her  an  incessant  fire  from  my  gnn  deeki 
spar  deck,  and  forecastle  pivot  guns,  and  was  informed  by  my  marine  offieeft 
who  was  stationed  on  the  poop,  that  at  least  fifty  solid  shot  struck  her  on  her 
slanting  side  without  producing  any  apparent  effect.  By  the  time  she  had  fired 
her  third  shell  the  little  Monitor  had  come  down  upon  her,  placing  herself  be- 
tween us,  and  compelled  her  to  change  her  position,  in  doing  which  she 
grounded ;  and  again  I  poured  into  her  all  the  guns  which  could  he  brought  to 
bear  upon  her.  As  soon  as  she  got  off  she  stood  down  the  bay,  the  little  bat- 
tery chatting  her  with  ail  speed,  wlu^n  suddenly  the  Merrimack  turned  around 
and  run  fidl  speed  into  her  antagonist.  For  a  moment  I  was  anxious ;  bat  in- 
stantly I  saw  a  shot  plunge  into  the  iron  roof  of  the  Merrimack,  which  surelj 
must  have  damaged  her.  For  st)me  time  after  this  the  rebels  concentrated  their 
whole  battery  upon  the  tower  and  pilot-house  of  the  Monitor,  and  soon  after 
the  latter  stood  down  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  thought  it  probable  she  had 
exhausted  her  supply  of  ammunition,  or  sustained  some  injury.  Soon  alter  the 
Merrimtu'k  and  the  two  other  steamers  headed  for  my  ship,  and  I  then  felt  to  the 
fullest  extent  my  condition.  I  was  hard  and  immovably  aground,  and  they 
could  tak(^  position  under  my  stern  and  rake  me.  I  had  expended  most  of  my 
solid  shot,  my  ship  was  badly  crippled,  and  my  officers  and  men  were  worn  out 
with  fatigue,  but  even  in  this  extreme  dilemma  I  determined  never  to  give  up 
the  ship  to  the  rebels,  and,  after  consulting  with  my  officers,  I  ordered  eveiy 
preparation  to  be  made  to  destroy  the  ship  after  all  hope  was  gone  of  saving  her. 

On  ascending  the  poop  deck,  I  observed  that  the  (?nemy  V  vessels  had  changed 
their  course*  and  were  heading  for  Crancy  i.slan(l.  I  tluMi  detennined  to  lighten 
the  ship  by  throwing  overboard  my  eight-inch  gims*,  hoisting  out  provisions, 
starting  water,  Sec.  At  2  p.  m.  I  proceed<'d  to  niiike  another  attempt  to  save  the 
ship  by  the  use  of  a  number  of  powerfnl  tngs  and  the  steam<tr  8.  11.  Spaulding, 
kindly  sent  to  my  assistance  by  Captain  Talmidge,  quartermaster  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  and  succeeded  in  dragging  her  half  a  mile  distant,  and  then  islie  was 
immovable,  the  tide  having  fallen.  At  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  succeeded  in 
getthig  the  ship  once  more  aHoat,  and  am  now  at  anchor  opposite  Fortress  Monroe. 
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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  saj  that  during  the  whole  of  these  trying  scenes 
the  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  great  courage  and  coolness. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  VAN  BRUNT, 
Captain  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Frigate  Minnesota. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  most  respectfully  offer  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended 
on  the  8th  and  9th  instant : 

78  solid  shot,  10-inch.  180    shell,  9-inch,  15  seconds. 

169  solid  shot,  9-inch.  35    shell,  8-inch,  15  seconds. 

67  shell,  10-inch,  15  seconds.      5,567^  pounds  service  powder. 

I  also  wish  to  report  to  you  that  the  battery  requires  refitting,  being  rendered 
useless,  locks  and  sights  broken,  breechings,  side  tackles,  and  block  straps  cut, 
blocks  destroyed,  rammers  and  sponges  broken,  &;c.  With  what  I  have  on 
hand  I  can  equip  ten  9 -inch  guns,  besides  the  pivot.  The  clevises  on  the  pivot- 
slide  have  been  carried  away,  and  the  slide  itself  requires  overhauling.  jSeven 
of  the  guns  of  the  spar  deck  battery  were  thrown  overboard,  also  the  12 -pounder 
boat  howitzer.  A  part  of  the  small  arms  are  missing,  also  belts,  cartridge  boxes, 
scabbards,  and  frogs.  All  the  articles  put  on  board  the  Whitehall  for  safe-keep- 
ing are  destroyed,  she  having  been  burnt  last  night. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHARLES  W.  HORNER,  Gunner. 
Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Commanding  Frigate  Minnesota. 


United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
damages  bu^tained  by  this  ship  in  hull,  spars,  and  boats,  in  the  engagements  on 
the  8th  and  9th  instant,  with  the  rebel  steamers  Merrimac,  Yorktown,  and  one 
other,  name  unknown : 

Port  side. — Received  one  shell  on  after  quarter  at  the  water  line,  which  cut 
through  the  planking;  one  shell  between  main  and  mizzen  rigging,  below  air 
port  line,  which  passed  through  chief  engineer's  state-room,  crossing  and  tearing 
up  the  deck  over  the  cockpit  and  striking  the  clamp  and  knee  in  carpenter's 
state-room,  where  it  exploded,  carrying  away  the  beam,  clamp,  and  knee,  and 
completely  demolishing  the  bulkheads,  setting  fire  to  the  same,  and  ripping  up 
the  deck.  One  shell  passed  through  hammock  netting  abaft  of  main  rigging, 
striking  spar  deck  on  starboard  side  and  cutting  through  four  planks,  then  rico- 
cheting, carrying  away  truck  and  axle  of  gun-carriage  and  wounding  water- 
ways. Two  shells  passed  through  No.  8  port,  carrying  away  planking,  timbers, 
and  deck  clamps,  and  splintering  several  beams  and  castings.  One  shell  passed 
through  forwanl  part  of  No.  6  port,  carrying  away  planking,  timber,  and  upper 
sill.  One  shell  under  fore  rigging,  which  cut  away  sheet  cable,  penetrating 
planking  timber  and  splintering  deck  clamps. 
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Starboard  aide, — One  BhcU  carried  away  hammock  ^ 

board  8.     There  are  several  wounds  on  port  side,  received  m       i  "*"* 

ploded  shells.  One  shell  passed  through  the  mammaBt,  fow  en 
cutting  away  one-third  of  the  mast,  and  bursting  some  of  tne  i 
shell  struck  spar  deck  in  starboard  gangway,  cutting  it  up.     i       ]  pi 

port  to  starboard  gangway,  forward  of  mainmast,  where  it  ex     9dea.  ^  vi 

two  boats.  ■^ 

Very  respectfully, 

EB'ZR  THO  a 

Carpenter  Vkitea  .         li  a 

Captiiin  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 


United  States  Steamer  MinnbsotAt 
Hampton  RoadSf  llfareh  10, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boatswain's  departmciit  i 
to  the  extent  enumerated  below,  while  engaged  with  the  rebels  on  tkic 

9th  instant: 

Port  sid(;  jib  guy  shot  away.  Main  topmast  pendant  shot  mwif. 

Lower  boom  topping  lifts  falls  shot  Forward  guys  of  lower  bo 

away.  away. 

Port  fore-topsail  brnce  shot  away.  Shrouas  in  port  main    rigg^ 
Port  mizzen-topsail  brace  shot  away.  away. 

Port  main  lift  shot  away.  Fore-topmast  staysail  hall 
Port  main  topgallant  clewline  shot  away.  away. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  ATKINSON.  Boat 
Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 


Report  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 


ON  the  MINNESOTA. 


Killed. — Alexander  Winslow,  captain  of  maintop ;  Henry  Smith,  coxswidn; 
Dennirt  llarringt(m,  captain  mizcn  top.     Total  3. 

Wouvded. — tJohn  Gunn,  quartermanter ;  Henry  Inland, quarter  gunner;  A^ 
well  Kocn,  landsman,  loss  of  eye;  Ansel  Jlichards,  seaman;  Samuel  W.  HiDer, 


Samutrl  W.  'J'liomas,  musicians;    Julius  Bartlett,  quartermaster,  and  Patrick 
Joyce,  ordinary  ecaman,  slightly.     Total  IC. 

()\  THE  ROANOKE,  (as  per  report  of  Surgeon  Gilchrist.) 
IVoi/Jidf'd. — John  McDonald,  3d,  seriously. 

ON  THE  ci.MBERLAND,  (as  per  report  of  Surgeon  Charles  D.  Martin.) 

Wounded.     Butt  and  John  Grady,  seamen,  John  Bart,  ordinary  Beainail» 

John  Fitzjiatrick,  coal-heaver,  and  Alexander  McFadden,  marine,  serioiulji 
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d  Cobb   and  John  Gardner,  quartermasters ;  John  Devine,  carpenter's 

:  Stuyvesant,  master ;  John  McGinn,  John  Bates,  and  John  B.  Cav- 

i,  ordinary  seamen — slightly.     Total,  12. 

iih  the  exception  of  the  first,  the  above  are  reported  as  in  the  military  hos- 
it  Fortress  Monroe,  as  well  as  the  following,  who  were  on  the  sick  list  pre- 
»  the  engagement,  viz:  Joseph  Russell,  quartermaster;  Lochlin  Living- 
and  James  Benson,  ordinary  seamen. 

jgeon  Gilchrist,  of  the  Roanoke,  reports  as  wounded  on  the  Cumberland, 
w  on  boaixl  the  Roanoke,  John  Stockwell,  boatswain's  mate,  seriously, 
1 .  Wade,  first-class  boy,  not  seriously. 

ON  THE  CONGRESS,  (as  per  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  D.  Payne.) 

Wounded. — Surgeon  Edward  Shippen  ;  William  McAbee,  boatswain's  mate ; 
teorge  Webster  and  William  Chapman,  seamen;  Emmanuel  Denovial,  George 
*•  Dean,  and  Thomas  Gannon,  ordinary  seamen ;  John  Barritts,  Edwin  G.  Pep- 
ei*»  John  McCluskey,  Alexander  Johnson,  John  Bushlin,  (ratings  unknown;) 
*eter  Clancy,  marine,  (wounded  in  neck  and  leg;)  James  Goulding;  (wounded 
•      Ip ;)  Stephen  Brinnen  and  Samuel  Furlong,  99th  New  York  volunteers — 

iously;    Rhodes,  pilot;  Jesse  H.  Jewett,  marine;  Thomas  Serrin, 

I       unknown ;) ,  ship's  quartermaster,  and  Charles  Tisman,  corpo- 

y\     I  New  York  volunteers,  (both  of  whom  died  in  a  short  time,) — mortally ; 

;iiaries  Trask,  Charles  Wilson,  John  Cahill,  and  James  McFaden,  seamen ; 

ncer  Fish,  William  Bangs,  Henry  Millenbrock,  ordinary  seamen ;  David  Fer- 

n,  landsman ;  and  Lawrence  Furlong,  99th  New  York  volunteers — slightly. 

»ial,  30. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Payne  makes  the  following  appended  statement :  "  It  is 
mpossible  to  get  at  the  rate  and  nativity  of  many  of  those  who  died  after  leav- 
Qg  the  ship.  The  wounded  were  all  sent  ashore  before  the  ship  was  abandoned. 
AStruments,  books,  records,  &c.,  of  the  department  were  all  lost." 

ON  THE  WHITEHALL. 

Killed. — Andrew  Nesbit,  third  assistant  engineer,  and  Charles  O'Conner, 
loy,  instantly ;  Robert  Waugh,  seaman,  mortally  wounded,  and  died  in  a  few 
lOurs. 

Wounded, ,  assistant  engineer,  slightly,  in  the  face  :  returned  to 

luty. 

ON  THE  DRAGON. 

Wounded. — William  Watson,  master  commanding ;  Benjamin  S.  Hungerford, 
luartennaster ;  and  Charles  J.  Frieze,  seaman — severely;  Joseph  McDonald, 
ireman,  seriously. 

Surgeon  E.  Gilchrist  reports,  as  on  board  the  Roanoke,  and  belonging  to  the 
Congress,  Robert  Rogers,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded,  not  seriously. 


Captain  Purvtance*s  report  of  the  Merrimack's  attack. 

United  States  Fbigatb  St.  Lawrence, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  10,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  on  the  6th  instant, 
n  Lynnhaven  bay,  from  New  York.  After  anchoring,  a  strong  gale  from  the 
lorthwest  commenced,  and  continued  through  the  night  and  following  day.    On 
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Saturday  the  wind  abated,  and,  while  waiting  for  wind  and  tide,  the  United 
States  gunboat  Cambridge  came  alongside  and  reported  that  the  rebel  steam-ram 
Merrimack,  and  some  side- wheel  steamers  were  engaging  the  frigates  CongreH^  and 
Cumberland  at  Newport  News.  At  half-past  2,  we  got  underway  in  tow  of  the 
Cambridge,  and  when  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Sewell's  Point,  the  batteij 
opened  fire,  one  of  the  shells  exploding  under  the  forepart  of  the  St.  X^wrence, 
doing,  however,  no  material  injury.  The  fire  was  returned,  and,  it  is  belie^'cd, 
with  some  effect.  The  Cumberland  had,  at  this  time,  gone  down,  having  been 
run  into  by  the  Merrimack,  and  the  Congress  had  surrendered,  after  a  terribic 
slaughter  of  her  men,  and  when  rendered  perfectly  powerless  by  the  lire  of  the 
rebels.  The  Minnesota  was  aground,  and  was  engaging  the  enemy,  who^o  force 
consisted  of  the  rebel  steam-ram  and  four  or  avv,  side-wheel  gunboats.  When 
near  the  Minnesota,  the  St.  Lawrence  grounde<l,  and  at  that  time  opened  fire,  bat 
her  shot  did  no  execution,  the  armor  of  the  Merrimack  proving  invulnerable  to 
her  comparatively  feeble  projectiles.  Taking  advantage  of  these  iK)rtentoii0  cir- 
cumatanccfs,  the  Merrimack  directed  her  attention  to  firing  several  prrjjectiles  of 
foi*midable  dimensions ;  one  of  which,  an  80-pound  shell,  penetrated  tlio  star- 
board quarter  about  four  inches  above  the  water-line,  passed  through  the  pastiT 
of  the  ward-room,  and  into  the  state-room  of  the  assistant  surgeon,  on  the  port 
side,  completely  demolishing  the  bulkhead ;  then  struck  against  a  strong  iron 
bar,  which  secured  the  buirs-eye  of  the  j>ort,  and  returned  into  the  w.ird-roora 
expended.  It  fortunately  did  not  explode,  and  no  person  was  injured.  The 
damage  done  by  this  one  shot  proved  the  power  of  the  projectiles  whieb  she 
employed,  and  readily  explained  the  destruction  of  our  wooden  and  antiquated 
frigates. 

Our  position  at  this  time  was  one  of  some  anxiety.  ]k»ing  aground,  the  tug 
Young  America  came  alongside  and  got  us  oft*;  after  which  a  powerful  broad- 
sid(i  from  the  spar  and  gun  decks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  then  distant  about  half  a 
mile,  thrown  hito  the  Merrimack,  induced  her  to  withdraw ;  whether  from  ne- 
cessity or  discretion  is  not  known :  certainly  no  serious  damage  could  have 
been  done.  After  which  we  proceeded  slowly  to  the  anchorage,  wbicb  wc 
reached  about  —  p.  m. 

The  Merrimack  again  appeared  the  following  morning,  and  sustained,  for 
several  hours,  the  consolidated  fire  of  the  jMinnesota  and  Monitor,  abandoning 
the  conflict  finally,  but  apparently  unharmed.  The  ^linnenota  remained  aground 
during  the  night,  was  sujiplied  with  additional  ammunition,  and  in  the  momiug, 
when  attacked  by  the  Merrimack,  fought  her  guns  with  an  energy,  skill,  and 
indomitable  perseverance  worthy  of  the  noble  and  patriotic  cause  she  was 
del*<jnding.  Unable  to  move,  she  was  forced  to  prescjut  her  full  broadside  to  the 
enemy,  who  n;mained  at  long  range,  offering  the  smallest  possible  enrface  to  her 
antagonist  The  ]\[onitor,  whose  performanc(i  more  than  equalled  the  liighert 
expectations,  contributed  most  powerfully  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Merrimack; 
and  her  earlier  arrival  would  have  prevented  tlu?  unfortunate  loss  of  our  two 
defenceless  frigates.  All  the  officers  and  crew  zealously  and  efficiently  per- 
formed their  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  Y.  rURVIANCE,  Captain. 

Hon.  GiDKox  AVklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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ConCr  Radford^ 9  report  of  the  loss  of  the  Cumberland^  with  list  of  those  saved. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  It  ia  my  painful  dutj  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  United  States 
ship  Cumberland,  under  mj  command,  on  tne  8th  instant,  at  Newport  News, 
Virginia.  I  was  on  board  the  United  States  screw  steam-frigate  Koanoke,  by 
order  of  the  Hon.  Secretary^ of  the  Navy,  as  member  of  a  court  of  inquiry,  when 
the  Merrimack  came  out  from  Norfolk.  I  immediately  procured  a  horse  and  pro- 
ceeded, with  all  despatch,  to  Newport  News,  where  I  arrived  only  in  time  to  see 
the  Cumberland  sunk  by  being  run  into  by  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Alen-imack. 
Though  I  could  not  reach  thie  Cumberland  before  the  action  was  over,  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  reporting  that  she  was  fought  as  long  as  her  guns  were  above 
water.     Every  one  on  board  must  have  done  his  duty  nobly. 

I  send  with  this  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Greorge  U.  Morris  of  the  action,  he 
being,  in  my  absence,  the  commanding  oflScer;  and  also  the  surgeon's  report  of 
the  wounded  saved.  The  loss  was  very  large  in  killed,  wounded,  and  drowned; 
though  the  number  cannot  be  ascertained,  enough  is  known  to  make  the  loss 
over  one  hundred.  I  send,  also,  a  list  of  the  men  known  to  have  been  saved ; 
but  have  no  accurate  means  of  giving  the  names  of  those  lost  or  killed,  as  no 
officer  or  man  brought  anything  on  shore  save  what  he  stood  in;  consequently  I 
have  no  muster-roll  of  the  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  RADFOED,  Commander. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seretary  of  the  Navy. 


Newport  News,  March  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  morning  at  9  a.  m.  discovered  two  steamers  at  anchor  off 
Smith  field  Point,  on  the  left  hand,  or  western,  side  of  the  river,  distant  about 
twelvf'  miles.  A  12  m.  discovered  three  vessels,  under  steam,  standing  down 
the  Elizabeth  river  toward  SeweM's  Point  Beat  to  quarters,  double-brccched 
the  guns  on  the  main  deck,  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  1  p.  m.  the  enemy 
hove  in  sight,  gradually  nearing  uh — the  iron-clad  steamer  Merrimack,  accom- 
panied by  two  steam  gunboats;  they  passed  ahead  of  the  Congress  frigate  and 
stood  down  toward  us.  We  oinmed  fire  on  her;  but  she  stood  on  and  struck  us 
under  the  starboard  fore-channels,  delivering  her  fire  at  the  same  time.  The 
destruction  was  great.  AVc  retnnied  the  fire,  with  solid  shot,  with  alacrity.  At 
3.30  the  water  had  gained  on  us,  notwithstanding  the  pumps  were  kept  actively 
employed,  to  such  a  degree  that,  the  forward  magazine  being  drowned,  we  had 
to  take  powder  from  the  after  magazine  for  the  ten-inch  gun.  At  3.35  the  water 
had  risen  to  the  main  hatchway,  and  the  ship  canted  to  port,  and  we  delivered  a 
j»arting  fire,  each  man  trying  to  save  himself  by  jumping  overboard.  Timely 
notice  was  given,  and  all  the  wounded  who  could  walk  were  ordered  out  of  the 
cockpit;  but  those  of  the  wounded  who  had  been  carried  into  the  sick-bay  and 
on  the  l>ertlid<»ck  were  so  mangled  that  it  was  impossible  to  save  them.  It  is 
imp<n^5ible  for  me  to  individualize,  alike,  officers  or  men;  all  behaved  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  Lieutenant  Selfridge  and  Master  Stuyvesant  were  in  command 
of  the  gun-deck  divisions,  and  they  did  all  that  noble  and  gallant  officers  could 
do.  Acting  Masters  Randall  and  Kennison^  who  had  charge  each  of  a  ])ivot 
gun,  showed  the  most  perfect  coolness,  and  did  all  they  could  to  save  our  noble 
ship;  but,  I  am  soiry  to  say,  without  avail.  Among  the  last  to  leave  the  ship 
were  Surgeon  Martin  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Kcrshncr,  who  did  all  they  could 
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for  the  wounded  promptly  and  faithfully.  The  warrant  and  steerage  officers 
could  not  have  been  more  prompt  and  active  than  they  were  at  their  different 
stations.  The  loss  we  sustained  I  cannot  yet  inform  you  of,  but  it  has  betii 
very  great.  Chaplain  Ixaihart  is  missing;  Master's  Mate  John  Harrington  ir« 
killed.  I  should  judge  that  we  had  lost  upwards  of  one  hundred  men.  I  can 
only  sny,  in  conclusion,  that  all  did  their  duty,  and  we  sank  with  the  Americao 
flag  at  the  peak. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  U.  MORRIS, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 
Commander  AYm.  Radford, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S7iip  Cumberland. 


Wasiilngton,  D.  C,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  hurried  manner  in  which  my  official  report  to  Caj 
Radford  was  made,  I  omitted  to  mention  to  you  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieatei 
Charlct*  Haywood,  United  States  inarhie  corps,  whose  bravery  upon  the  occasioii 
of  the  fight  with  the  Merrimack  won  my  highest  applause.    May  I  reispectfiilly 
ask  that  this  be  appended  to  my  former  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  U.  MORRIS. 
Lieutenant,  United  States  Aary. 
Hon.  Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


List  of  oncers  and  men  saved  from  the  Cumberland, 


Name  and  rank. 


William  lladford .....cotnm  mdcr 

(It'or^u  U.  MorriH .- lieutenant.. 

Tliomas  O.  Self  ridge do 

M.  S.  Stuyvesant,  W- luahter 

Wrn.  P.  Ilandall acting  maKtcr 

Wm.  W.  KenniBon... do 

Clias.  Hi\}'ward licut  marinen... 

Lewis  Smith  ...... pilot....... 

Chag.  .Martin........... Hiirgeon 

Kdward  Kershner ...assisttint  Hurgeon.. 

Iviward  J5.  Bell  .. .......boatswain 

Eu^^cnj?  Mack...... gunner 

Wm.  M.  Leighton ..caipenter 

David  r>iuce  ..... Failniai\er 

liniiy  Wynian  ....... master's  mate... 

K  V.  Tvson do 

Chas   O'Neil do 

Ilnijh  N<tt paymaster's  elerk.. 

Julin  L.  I^'idiart,  drowned cha])lain 

John  M.  Harrington, killed,  master's  mate.. 

Chas.  JMshop yeoman 

John  T.  Kcnoard. ....... ...armorer 

John  Dcvine.. .......captain's  mate 

Je:eini.li  I).  Ltimprey...  boats  wain's  mate.. 
John  Stockwell .... ..do .... 


Name  and  rank. 


Thomas  Taylor gunner's  mate 

Wm.  Tendergrast ship's  corpora] 

John  (rardner,  W  .. uuartermaister. 

Jofci>h  Iviissell,  S  ..... ---du-«..,., 

John  Fan  ell  ............ .  do....„, 

Jolm  Harrington... ------do....... 

Arthur  Woods coxswain.  II 

Jame«*  Uriscoe  ....... do .., 

Will iani  Lewis .... do .... 

William  Reeil ciptaia  top... 

Henry  Camplnjll do....... 

J.-imes  Uol)ert8on...... -----do. ...... 

Wm.  IVott do "! 

Thos  Graham ...captain  forecn«tIe. 

J(thn  Housel eapt.  aftergnaid  .. 

Al»mm  S(«)tt do ... 

Hol-ert  ("hase ..captain  hold... 

John  Stark cooper  -..., 

Wm    H.  Uidor ^hip*8  steward-, 

Sannie!  Thomas olliceis'  cook... 

Wm   Romlcy simman...., 

Kniiicis  Garland do....... 

William  Miuk do....... 

Jvlwanl  Slattery do....  ... 

Chas    Forf est ...... ...... ..do.... 
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List  of  officers  and  men  saved  from  the  Cumberland — Continued. 


Name  and  rank. 


Geo.  W.  Cliase . seaman 

James  McLellan .... do 

William  Fronk do 

John  Hore......,..,.,.......do 

Matthew  Tierney .-.,. do -. 

John  lloedon . .....do....... 

Nathaniel  McGowan.......  . do 

Aoe  Maslier -.,-.-.-...... do 

Chas.  HuuDBtien  ... do , 

Henry  Jarmin....  ............do 

Wm.  Sullivan do -. 

Wm.  Unrowiy ...._ do 

Chas.  CaiTiey ..............do 

John  Davis ............ do ... 

James  Wilson  ................do.. 

John  Leonard ..do.. 

Caleb  S.  Hudson..... -..do 

Geo.  BurnR ....... do . 

Richard  Kelly do. 

Chas.  Houx .... ...do 

JameK  Douglass .........do 

John  Grady . do 

John  Ui(v .....ordinary  seaman. 

John  Mnrris .....do , 

Oscar  IJi.lley ............ do 

Michael  Flarety do -. 

John  Brown,  Int...... .....do... 

JameM  Brown,  2d  ........ ..do 

Chas.  WillianH do 

John  McGlinn,  W do 

John  Collins,  2d do 

Wm.  H.  H.)rton do 

James  IVnson,  S ........do....... 

Lauchlin  Liviti^ston,  8 ......do....... 

John  Rites,  W do 

Kash  Sullivan ..do 

John  Brown,  2d ..do ... 

Daniel  8.  Mcllakln do 

Oliver  0' Brieii .. ....do. 

Francis  C'orwm .......... -do . 

Stephen  M.  Olney . ...do...... 

Patrick  Mea-le ..do . .. 

John  Fay . ... ...do 

Brenton  B.  0<H)k.-- ......do.. 

Isaac  B<>nnum ... ..........do .. 

James  Green ....  .do ...... 

Patiiek  McNaniara........ do 

JameH  Welsh . do  ..... 

Marcus  M    Hayes  .  ............do....  .. 

Thoniati  Gillen ...... do 

Jam  s  .McC'raoken do .. 

Andrew  Garry ....do 

Etiwanl  S  Gardner .. ....do ... 

Jeremi.ih  L>c  Lmey...  .........  do..... - 

Geo.  lUnkin ...* .......do...... 

Rojijer  Morrissey  ..............do...... 

Murty  Harrini;ton ...  ......do...... 

John  C'iilliihan ............do...... 

Jojin  Burt ••••••••.do 


Name  and  rank. 


John  O'Conoel landsman.. 

Peter  Sullivan do 

John  Murray . .do 

Edward  Lyons do 

David  F.  Hurley do 

Edward  Donl<»n ........ -do 

John  F.  Edgerly..-.. do 

Wm.  Burk do 

Wm.  Coleman ............do 

John  W^hitter do 

Martin  F.  Backer ......do.. 

Caleb  Meller ......do..... 

John  Meller..... ....do 

Corn's  Harrington  ......  ......do 

Jeremiah  Butler ...do 

Michael  Steefles .. ...do 

James  Lewis ... .....do..... 

Geo.  W.  Butt do 

llios.  Moore let  class  boy. 

Wm.  B.  Dailcy do 

Daniel  Collins -.do 

Wm.  S.  Stebbins 2d-clas8  boy. 

Terence  Wade - do 

Joshua  Whitehurst ..3d-€lass  boy. 

James  H.  Ross ....do 

Thos.  Sutton do.... 

Edward  A.  Cambridge. do 

Walters.  Gray do 

John  Caucannon not  specified, 

Timothy  Qainlen do 

Thos.  Davis .... do 

Barney  Lynch ........ do 

Wm.  H.  liogan.. do 

Michael  Coyne.............. ..do 

Patrick  Langdon. ............ .do . 

Michael  Graney. ...... ....... .do 

Jno.  B.  Cavanangh,  W  .... do.... 

Michael  Bosmessen ...do . 

Wm.  Poole .. ........do . 

Thos.  Fitzgerald .do 

BenJ.  8.  Reed do 

Michael  Donegan  .. ......do.... 

John  Creese......... ....do.... 

Chaa.  Doyle ..do . 

Sylvester  D  Taylor do 

James  Corscader . .. ..do.... 

James  Slo wey do 

Alex.  Buchanan do 

Alex.  Cafrev  ............. ....do 

Michael  Sullivan..... do.... 

Geo.  Roberta ....... ..........do.... 

Jno.  Pimentell ...do.... 

Wm  Elwell do 

Patrick  Liiuchlin  .  .. ......do 

Chriii'r  M.  Nicholson  ...... do 

Wm.  A.  Murray do.... 

Jos.  Connason do 

Wm.  Andt^nmn ............do 

Andrew  Sullivan. ............ .do 
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List  of  officers  and  men  saved  from  the  Cumberland — CiMitinaed. 


Name  and  rank. 


Wm.  CarroH.  lBt.........not  Bpecified.... 

Jiw.  H.Carroll .  do 

Wm.  Cirioll.  2.i do 

Edwani  Searea ...  . .....do - 

Ricbnid  Selton ...  .._..- do .... 

Owen  M.  Jones..... ... do.. 

DeiinU  Mc  'arthy  ....... .do . j 

John  H.  Flynn do .... 

Michael  Wrtl^•h . ...do.... 

Frederick  I^kcr .do....... 

Robert  Miller ..  ..... do....... 

Tliomas  Malon ...  .... do . 

Michsvel  Connally .. ...do .... 

John  Cartin .. ......do....... 

lliofi.  Comberton ...do 

Edward  Flynn .....do . 

JauuM  McL^m^hlin do....... 

('ornelin-?  Fit/A.'mmon8 do....... 

Edward  Cobb,  W do 

Jiimet)  E iKan ... . do 

Simon  White ... do ... 

John  McCarthy. do. 

Ceo   Roach ..   ...........do 

KicliJird  l\»bln .... do . 

Lyinun  F   Dodge ..do .. 

Daniel  O'Ncil do 

Cha8.  F.  Knight do....... 

E<I ward  lUiruH ..... .do....... 

John  Conncl .......do....... 

Wm.  F.  Wiley do 

Ihiuic  Furtune .....do ... 

James  Mcintosh do....... 


Name  and  rank. 


Daniel  I.  Lynch ......not  specified. 

John  Doyle ........... ..do..... 

ThomaH  Tracy.... .......... ..do .. 

Henry  Thomas  ...... ... do . 

JameA  Oaswelt.... ........ do..... 

Archibald  Wilson  .. . . do..... 

Henry  Brown  ......  ..........do..... 

Hiram  Gage.. .......... ......  do..... 

David  M.  Coleman............ do..... 

James  Bums  .................do..... 

John  Laikin ............  .do..... 

James  Marlow  ................do..... 

George  Dennis. ...... do..... 

Jeremiah  Malionny.. ••••.... ..do..... 

Michael  Ciohosey  ............. do. .... 

John  Carr  ...................do .. 

Chas.  N  Stevens.......... ....do..... 

Michael  Moriarty  .............do..... 

Nicholas  Johnson. ............ do..... 

John  M)han  .................do...., 

Bartholeruow  Fleming  .........do...., 

Cornelius  Sullivan  ........ do...., 

Jerome  Ma*ion ................  do.  .  .  . . 

Jas.  F.  Hathaway. ............do..... 

Geoi>5e  Sonter ..........do.... , 

Geoigo  W.  Macombcr..........do...., 

J()H.  G.  Smith ... ..........do..... 

Frederick  Henderson .......do.... 

George  0.  Hall ......do.... 

Thos    S   Peterson..... .....do.... 

Dennis  Kelly......... ........do...., 


MARINES. 


Sweeney sergeant. 

Brown  .......................do.... 

Callahan do 

Harris corporal . 

Ste  ven  wm .... do . .  . . 

Craijr do 

Josh  1  y  n drum  mer . 

lUxter fifer... 

Lyons - private. . 

Martin do 

T^utiker.  2d do 

McFiulden,  W do.... 


Deady .........private. 

Tanning.. ................... do... 

Goetz  .......................do.., 

Daley ..............do... 

Howard ....do... 

Murley ...................do... 

Learcy ................ do... 

McCarthy  .  ...... ....... ..do... 

Small do — 

Wilkes do... 

O'Connor do... 


( )ffiocr8  and  men  when  the  action  commenced 376 

( )fUc(.TH  and  wv.xi  when  the  action  was  over 255 


Killed,  drowned,  and  miusing 


121 


This  is  a  large  number,  and  I  am  in  hopes  more  men  will  be  found. 

W.M.  KADFOllD,  Commander. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Pendergrast,  of  the  Congres^y  with  casualties  on  that 

vessel, 
» 

United  States  Steam-Frigate  Roanoke, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  official  report  of  Lieutenant  Austin 
Peuderffrast,  of  the  Congress,  addressed  to  me. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  MARSTON, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  March  9,  1862. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  death  of  my  late  commanding  officer.  Lieutenant  Joseph  B. 
Smith,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  make  a  report  to  you  of  the  part  which  the 
United  States  frigate  Congress  took  in  the  efforts  of  our  vessels  at  Newport 
News  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  rebel  flotilla  on  the  8th  instant.  The  following 
are  the  minutes,  as  near  as  I  can  inform  you : 

At  12.40  p.  m.  the  Merrimack,  with  three  small  gunboats,  was  seen  steaming 
down  from  Norfolk.  When  they  had  turned  into  the  James  river  channel,  and 
had  approached  near  enough  to  discover  their  character,  we  cleared  the  ship  for 
action. 

At  2.10  the  Merrimack  opened  fire  with  her  bow  gun,  with  grape,  passing 
us  on  the  starboard  side,  at  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards,  receiving 
our  broadside  and  gi\'ing  one  in  return.  After  passing  the  Congress,  she  ran 
into  and  sank  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Cumberland.  The  smaller  vessels 
iXwxi  attacked  us,  killing  and  wounding  many  of  our  crew.  Seeing  the  fate  of 
the  Cumberland,  we  set  the  jib  and  topsails,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  tug- 
boat Zouave  ran  the  vessel  ashore. 

At  3.30  the  Merrimack  took  a  position  astern  of  us,  at  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  raked  us  fore  and  aft  with  shells,  while  one  of  the 
smaller  steamers  k<*pt  up  a  fire  on  our  starboard  quarter.  In  the  meantime  the 
Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  rebel  steamers,  approached  us  from  up 
the  James  river,  firing  with  precision  and  doing  us  great  damage.  Our  two 
stem  guns  were  now  our  only  means  of  defence.  These  were  soon  disabled,  one 
being  dismounted  and  the  other  having  its  muzzle  knocked  away.  The  men 
were  swept  away  from  them  with  great  rapidity  and  slaughter  by  the  terrible 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

At  about  4.30  p.  m.  I  learned  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  which  hap- 
pened about  ten  minutes  previous.  Seeing  that  our  men  were  being  killed,  witn- 
out  the  prospect  of  any  relief  from  the  Minnesota,  which  vessel  had  run  ashore 
in  attempting  to  get  up  to  us  from  Hampton  roads,  not  being  able  to  bring  a 
single  gun  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  ship  being  on  fire  in  several  places, 
upon  consultation  with  Commander  Wm.  Smith,  we  deemed  it  proper  to  haul 
down  our  colors  without  any  further  loss  of  life  on  our  part.  We  were  soon 
boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  Merrimack,  who  said  that  he  would  take  charge 
of  the  ship.  He  left  shortly  afterwards,  and  a  small  tug  came  alongside,  whose 
aiptain  demanded  that  we  should  surrender  and  get  out  of  the  ship,  as  he  in- 
tended to  bum  her  immediately.  A  sharp  fire  with  muskets  and  artillery  was 
maintained  from  our  troops  ashore  upon  tne  tug,  having  the  effect  to  drive  her 
off«     The  3Ierrimack  again  opened  upon  us,  although  we  had  a  white  flag  at  the 
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peak  to  show  that  we  were  out  of  action.  After  having  fired  several  shells  into 
lis,  she  left  us  and  engaged  the  Minnesota  and  the  shore  batteries.  We  took 
the  opportunity  to  man  the  boats  and  send  the  wounded  ashore.  "We  then  left 
ourselves,  the  ship  being  on  fire  near  the  after  magazine,  and  in  the  sick-bay.  In 
fact,  th(j  ship  was  on  fire  from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  action,  three 
times  in  the  sick-bay  and  ward-room,  and  twice  in  the  main  hold,  produced  bj 
hot  shot  tlirown  from  the  Merrimack. 

I  lament  to  record  the  death  of  the  following  officers :  Lieutenant  Joseph  R 
Smith,  Acting  Master  Thomas  Moore,  and  Pilot  Wm.  Hhodes,  wounded,  and 
since  dead.     In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  performed  their  whole  duty  well  and  courageously. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenant^  United  States  Navy. 

V.  S. — I  will  send  in  a  list  of  the  casualties  and  missing  as  soon  as  I 
ascertain  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  PENDERGRAST, 
Captain  Jno.  Marston, 

Senior  Officer, 


Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  casualties  that 
occurred  on  board  the  United  States  frigate  Congress  in  the  action  of  the  8th 
instant,  at  Newport  News : 

Total  number  of  officers  and  men  on  board 434 

'J'utal  numb(;r  of  officers  and  men  accounted  for 298 

Total  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 136 

Total  number  of  wounded  taken  on  shore %. 26 

Total  number  of  killed  and  missing 110 

Total  number  of  wounded  since  dead 10 

Total  number  of  killed,  missing,  and  died  on  shore 120 


I  regret  exceedingly  to  record  the  death  of  jMaster's  Mate  Peter  Hargons.* 
He  was  a  good,  brave,  and  promising  young  officer,  and  is  universally  regretted. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

AUSTIN  PENDKUGRAST, 

Lieutenant,  United  States  jVacy, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret  art/  of  the  Nari/. 

o  Subscquoiitl}'  agccrtained  to  have  been  tukm  prisoner. 
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United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Newbemy  N.  C,  March  IC,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  all  the  rebel  batteries  upon 
the  Neuse  rircr,  the  complete  defeat  and  rout  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  this 
vicinity,  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Newbem  by  the  combined  forces  of 
the  anny  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  on  yesterday  (Friday)  at  noon.  The 
incidents  of  the  expedition,  briefly  stated,  are  these : 

The  fl(»et  under  my  command,  and  that  of  the  army,  left  Hatteras  inlet  at 
7.30  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  12th  instant,  and  arrived,  without  accident  or 
delay,  at  the  point  which  had  been  selected  for  disembarking  the  troops,  and 
within  sight  of  the  city  of  Newbem,  at  sunset  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
where  we  anchored  for  the  night. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  hoisted  my  pennant  on  board  the  steamer  Delaware. 
At  8.30  a.  m.  our  gunboats  commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
proposed  place  of  landing,  taking  stations  at  intervals  along  the  shore  to  protect 
the  advance  of  the  troops.  At  9.30  a.  m.  the  tioops  commenced  landing,  and 
at  the  name  time  six  naval  boat  howitzers,  with  their  crews,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  K.  S.  McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  were  put  on  shore  to  assist 
the  attack.  The  army  commenced  to  move  up  the  beach  at  about  11.30  a.  m., 
the  debirkation  of  troops  still  continuing.  In  the  mean  time  our  vessels  were 
slowly  moving  up,  throwing  shell  in  the  woods  beyond. 

At  4.15  p.  m.  the  first  of  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  foremost 
of  our  giuiboats,  which  was  returned  by  them  at  long  range.  The  troops  were 
now  all  disembarked  and  steadily  advancing  without  resistance.  At  sundown 
the  firing  was  discontinued,  and  the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  position  to  cover 
the  troops  on  shore.  At  6.30  a.  m.  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  we  heard  a  con- 
tinuous firing  of  heavy  guns  and  musketry  inland,  and  immediately  commenced 
throwing  our  shells  in  advance  of  the  position  supposed  to  be  held  by  our 
troops. 

1  h(i  fleet  steadily  moved  up  and  gradually  closed  in  towards  the  batteries. 
The  lower  fortifications  were  aiscovered  to  have  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
A  boat  was  despatched  to  it  and  the  stars  and  stripes  planted  on  the  ramparts. 
As  we  advanced  the  upper  batteries  opened  fire  upon  us.  The  fire  was  returned 
with  efl([*ct,  the  magazine  of  one  exploding.  Having  proceeded  in  an  extended 
line  as  far  as  the  obstructions  in  the  river  would  permit,  the  signal  was  made  to 
follow  the  movements  of  the  fliig-ship,  and  the  wnole  fleet  advanced  in  order, 
concentrating  our  fire  on  Fort  Thompson,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  on  which 
rested  the  enemy's  land  defences.  Ihe  army  having,  with  great  gallantry, 
driven  them  out  of  these  defences,  the  forts  were  abandoned. 

Several  of  our  vessels  were  slightly  uijured  in  passing  the  barricades  of  piles 
and  torpedoes  which  had  been  placea  in  the  river.  The  upper  battery  having 
been  evacuaited  on  the  appearance  of  the  combined  forces,  it  was  abaudonea 
and  subsequently  blew  up.  We  now  steamed  rapidly  up  to  the  city.  The 
enemy  had  fled,  and  the  place  remained  in  our  possession.  Upon  our  apjiroach 
several  pi)ints  of  the  city  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  where  stores  had  been  ac- 
cumulated. Two  small  batteries,  constructed  of  cotton  bales  and  mounting  two 
guns  each,  were  also  fired  by  them.  Two  small  steamers  were  captured,  another 
having  been  burned. 

A  large  raft,  composed  of  barrels  of  pitch  and  bales  of  cotton,  which  had 
been  prepared  to  send  down  upon  the  et,  was  fired,  and,  floating  against  the 
railroad  bridge,  set  it  on  fire  aod  dee  yed  it.  In  addition  to  the  prizes,  a 
quantity  of  cot^n^  p      i»  tar,  m  icon  and  another  v    sel  on  the  stocks,  sev- 

eral schooners  i  i        tity  of  i  and  munitions  of  war 

fell  into  our  1  oar  vessels  to  the  right 
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during  the  engagement.  I  made  an  examination,  and  succeeded  in  remoTin^ 
from  the  corneal  conjunction  some  minute  scales  of  iron  and  a  small  quantity  of 
paint,  forced  by  the  exploding  shell  from  the  bars  composing  the  pilot-house. 
He  was  injured  also  in  a  small  degree  from  concussion,  but  this  complication 
required  no  treatment.  My  further  treatment  of  Captain  Worden  consisted 
entirely  in  making  cold  applications  to  his  eyes,  which  was  continued  until,  at 
the  solicitations  of  his  fiicnds,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Fox  and  lieii- 
tenant  Wise,  United  States  navy,  he  was  removed  from  the  Monitor  to  bo  taken 
to  Washington.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  on  the  mornine  following  the  en- 
gagement, the  injured  parties  remaining  on  board  were  ready  and  reported  for  daty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DANIEL  C.  LOGUE, 

Acting  Amsfant  Surgeon. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  JefferSj  of  the  Monitor t  to  Flag-Officer  GoIdsboraugJu 

United  States  Cased  Battery  Monitor, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  I  have  to  report  that  the  Monitor  expended 
41  solid  cast-iron  shot  in  her  engagement  with  the  Memmack,  equally  aivided 
between  guns  27  and  28.  On  inspection  of  the  bore  with  a  mirror,  no  trace  of 
injury  can  be  observed.  I  have  no  means  of  examining  the  vent  by  taking  an 
impression. 

Unless  absolutely  necessary,  I  shall  fire  no  more  cast-iron  solid  shot,  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  shells  are  not  more  liable  to  fracture.  The  bronze-coated  shot  I 
shall  reserve  for  special  occasion.  The  wrought-iron  shot  I  shall  send  on  oliore 
to  remove  the  temptation  to  fire  them.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Merrimack  cannot 
seriously  injure  the  Monitor,  but  the  explosion  of  a  gun  might  destroy  the 
turret. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commandingm 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flag' Officer  L.  M.  Goldfthorough  forwards  report  of  capture  of  rebel  balteriet 
on  the  Neuse  river  and  the  occupation  of  Newhern,  North  CaroHnat  cm 
March  15,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Mixnesota, 

March  17,  1862 — S^  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  highly  important  and  interesting 
despatch  to  the  lionorabhi  Si'cretary  of  the  Navy  by  Commander  Hazard.  I 
received  it  a  few  minutes  since,  and  lose  not  a  moment  in  sending  it  to  Baltimore 
by  the  stwimer  Commodore,  which  brought  it  to  nio  from  Uatteras  inlet,  in 
order  that  it  may  reach  Wtwhington  early  to-morrow  forenoon. 
Most  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUOH. 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Newbemy  N.  C,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  all  the  rebel  batteries  upon 
the  Neuse  rirer,  the  complete  defeat  and  rout  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  this 
vicinity,  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Newbem  by  the  combined  forces  of 
the  anny  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  on  yesterday  (Friday)  at  noon.  The 
incidents  of  the  expedition,  briefly  stated,  are  these : 

The  flc^t  under  my  command,  and  that  of  the  army,  left  Hatteras  inlet  at 
7.30  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  12th  instant,  and  arrived,  without  accident  or 
delay,  at  the  point  which  had  been  selected  for  disembarking  the  troops,  and 
within  sight  of  the  city  of  Newbem,  at  sunset  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
where  we  anchored  for  the  night. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  hoisted  my  pennant  on  board  the  steamer  Delaware. 
At  8.30  a.  m.  our  gunboats  commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
proposed  place  of  landing,  taking  stations  at  intervals  along  the  shore  to  protect 
the  advance  of  the  troops.  At  9.30  a.  m.  the  tioops  commenced  landing,  and 
at  the  same  time  six  naval  boat  howitzers,  with  their  crews,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  were  put  on  shore  to  assist 
the  attack.  The  army  commenced  to  move  up  the  beach  at  about  11.30  a.  m., 
the  debarkation  of  troops  still  continuing.  In  the  mean  time  our  vessels  were 
slowly  moving  up,  throwing  shell  in  the  woods  beyond. 

At  4.15  p.  m.  the  first  of  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  foremost 
of  our  gunboats,  which  was  returned  by  them  at  long  range.  The  troops  were 
now  all  dii*embarked  and  steadily  advancing  without  resistance.  At  sundown 
the  firing  was  discontinued,  and  the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  position  to  cover 
the  troops  on  shore.  At  6.30  a.  m.  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  we  heard  a  con- 
tinuous firing  of  heavy  guns  and  musketry  inland,  and  immediately  commenced 
throwing  our  shells  in  advance  of  the  position  supposed  to  be  held  by  our 
troops. 

1  he  fleet  steadily  moved  up  and  gradually  closed  in  towards  the  batteries. 
The  lower  fortifications  were  aiscovercd  to  have  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
A  boat  was  despatched  to  it  and  the  stars  and  stripes  planted  on  the  ramparts. 
As  we  advanced  the  upper  batteries  opened  fire  upon  us.  The  fire  was  returned 
with  eflt'ct,  the  magazine  of  one  exploding.  Having  proceeded  in  an  extended 
line  as  far  as  the  obstructions  in  the  river  would  permit,  the  signal  was  made  to 
follow  the  movements  of  the  fliig-ship,  and  the  wnole  fleet  advanced  in  order, 
concentrating  our  fire  on  Fort  Thompson,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  on  which 
rested  the  enemy's  land  defences.  The  army  having,  with  great  gallantry, 
driven  them  out  of  these  defences,  the  forts  were  abandoned. 

Several  of  our  vessels  were  slightly  injured  in  passing  the  barricades  of  piles 
and  torp(^does  which  had  been  placea  in  the  river.  The  upper  battery  having 
been  evacuated  on  the  appearance  of  the  combined  forces,  it  was  abaudonea 
and  subsequently  blew  up.  We  now  steamed  rapidly  up  to  the  city.  The 
enemy  had  fled,  and  the  place  remained  in  our  possession.  Upon  our  approach 
several  points  of  the  city  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  where  stores  had  been  ac- 
cumulat^'d.  Two  small  batteries,  constructed  of  cotton  bales  and  mounting  two 
guns  each,  were  also  fired  by  them.  Two  small  steamers  were  captured,  another 
having  been  burned. 

A  large  raft,  composed  of  barrels  of  pitch  and  bales  of  cotton,  which  had 
been  prepared  to  send  down  upon  the  fleet,  was  fired,  and,  floating  against  the 
railroad  bridge,  set  it  on  fire  and  destroyed  it.  In  addition  to  the  prizes,  a 
quantity  of  cotton,  pitch,  tar,  a  gunboat,  and  another  vessel  on  the  stocks,  sev- 
eral schooners  afloat,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  arms  and  mimitions  of  war 
fell  into  our  hands.    At  about  4  p.  m.  I  sent  several  of  our  vessels  to  the  right 
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bank  of  tlie  Trent  river  to  carry  General  Foster's  brigade  to  occupy  the  citjof 
Newbem. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Z7.  S,  Naval  Forces  in  Pamlico  Sound. 

Flag-Officor  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Ha^njyton  Roads,  Virginia, 


Detailed  report  of  attack  vpan  Newhem,  North  Carolina,  hy  Commander  S.  C 

Rowan, 

United  States  Stkamer  Philadelphia, 
OffNcwhern,  North  Carolina,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  tbe  attack  apou 
Newbem  and  its  approaches  : 

I  left  Jlatteras  inlet  on  Wednesday,  March  12,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  with  the  follow- 
ing naval  force  under  my  command  :  Philad(dphia,  my  flag-ship,  Acting  Master 
S.  Reynolds  commanding;  Stars  and  Stripes,  Lieutenant  Commanding  B. 
Werden  ;  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray ;  Hetzel,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  IL  K.  Davenport;  Delaware,  Lieutenant  Commanding  L.  P. 
Quackenbusli  ;  Commodore  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Klusser ; 
Valley  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Chaplin;  Underwriter,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  Hopkins ;  Commodore  Barney,  Acting  Lieutenant  Comnuwd- 
ing  R.  T.  Ronsliaw ;  Hunchback,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  JE-  R.  Ool- 
houn  ;  Soutlifield,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  F.  W.  Behm; 
Morse,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Peter  Hayes ;  Brincker,  Acting  Master  Com- 
manding ♦!.  E.  Giddings ;  and  Lockwood,  Acting  Master  Commanding  G.  W. 
Graves.  By  8  a.  m.  the  naval  fleet,  together  with  the  army  transports,  were 
steaming  rapidly  up  the  sound. 

At  1  p.  m.  we  made  Brant  island,  distiint  about  twelve  miles.  At  2.10  p.  m. 
the  advance  divisions  of  the  gunboats  having  entered  the  mouth  of  Neuse  river» 
and  being  some  miles  in  advance  of  the  flag-ship,  I  made  signal  to  stop,  that  the 
fleet  might  be  concentrat(Hl.  At  this  time  Gen(»ral  Biimside  came  nlongt«ide  the 
flag-shij),  and  requested  that  one  of  our  gunboats  might  be  sent  to  the  mouth  of 
Pamlico  river,  intelligence  having  been  received  that  two  steamers  were  in  that 
river.  To  guard  against  th(».  possibility  of  an  attempt  by  the  enemy  to  cut  off 
any  of  our  transport  vessels  which  might  remain  unprotected  in  the  rear  of  the 
fleet,  I  despatched  the  Lockwood  to  lay  off  the  mouth  of  that  river  during  the 
night. 

At  3.40  p.  m.,  having  come  up  w^ith  the  advance,  signal  was  made  to  "form 
line  ahead,"  and  the  fleet  again  moved  on,  having  now  fairly  entered  Neuse  river. 
At  5  p.  m.,  the  gunboats  being  now  far  in  advance  of  the  army  transports  and  in 
sight  of  the  nbstructioiis  placed  by  the  enemy  in  the  river  opposite  to  their  batteries,  a 
small  steamer  was  discovered  about  six  miles  ahead,  apparently  reccmnoitring. 
The  Delaware  was  despatched  in  jnirsuit.  Failing  to  overtake  the  chase,  but 
having  driven  her  under  the  guns  of  the  batteries,  she  returned.  At  G.IO  p.  m. 
the  naval  Hec't  came  to  anchor  in  three  columns  off'  Slocum's  creek,  the  point  de- 
cided upon  for  the  debarkation  of  troops,  and  about  fift(*en  miles  distant  from 
Newbern.  Early  the  following  morning  (13lh)  I  hoisted  my  pennant  on  board 
the  Delaware.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  and  Louisiana  were  placed  on  the  west 
sid(?  of  the  creek, and  the  Hetzel  and  Valley  City  on  the  east.  At  about  8  a.m. 
the  troops  started  from  the  transports,  and  at  the  same  time  the  gunboats,  sta^ 
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tioned  as  above,  opened  with  grape  and  Bhell  on  the  point  selected  for  landing, 
the  fire  ceasing  as  the  first  brigade  landed.  At  9  a.  m.,  six  naval  boat  howit- 
zers, commanded,  respectively,  by  Acting  Master  C.  H.  Daniels,  United  States 
steamer  lletzel ;  Mr.  E.  P.  Meeker,  United  States  steamer  Philadelphia ;  Act- 
ing Master  J.  B.  Hammond,  United  States  steamer  Hetzel ;  Mr.  E.  C.  Gabandan, 
United  States  steamer  Delaware  ;  Lieutenant  Tillotson,  Union  Coast  Guard,  and 
Lieuteuiuit  J.  W.  B.  Hughes,  Union  Coast  Guard — all  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  11.  S  McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes — were  landed  to  assist  in  the 
attack. 

The  Perry  was  moved  up  opposite  the  position  of  the  battery  in  the  interior 
near  the*  railroad,  with  directions  to  open  fire  and  unmask  it.  The  Southfield 
was  ordered  to  follow  and  take  a  position  near  the  Perry.  The  Underwriter 
was  soon  directed  to  join  them  and  use  her  rifle  gun  only.  The  Morae  was 
stationed  a  mile  below  these  vessels,  and  the  Commodore  Perry  and  Hunckback 
below  the  Morse. 

As  soon  as  the  last  brigade  was  embarked  for  landing  I  went  up  the  river 
with  the  Delaware  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  Fort  Dixie.  As  I  approached, 
the  battery  opened  fire,  which  was  returned,  and  the  Perry  coming  up,  a  spirited 
and  very  effective  fire  was  kept  up  by  that  vessel  until  dark,  I  having  returned, 
at  the  request  of  Genenil  Burnside,  to  communicate  with  him. 

Having  despatched  the  Delaware  on  special  service,  I  returned  to  the  South- 
field,  after  having  communicated  with  the  general,  and  proceeded  in  that  vessel 
to  the  Perry,  which  vessel  was  ordered  to  cease  firing,  as  the  night  had  set  in 
with  a  heavy  fog.  The  Southfield  and  Lockwood  were  anchored  two  miles  be- 
low Fort  Dixie,  and,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  abreast  of  the  advanced  position 
of  our  forces,  the  Delaware  joining  me  during  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  report  of  a  gun,  supposed  to  be 
a  field-piece,  was  heard.  The  Delaware,  Hunckback,  and  Lockwood  were  im- 
mediately ordered  to  get  under  way.  The  fog  being  too  dense  to  signalize,  the 
Lockwood  was  directed  to  trace  the  land  down  and  order  up  the  vessels  that  had 
been  stationed  along  the  shore  from  our  position  to  the  point  of  debarkation. 
The  Delaware  and  Southfield  were  ordered  to  move  up  and  open  fire  on  Fort  Dixie. 
They  were  soon  joined  by  the  heavy  ships  from  below,  followed  by  the  more  distant 
vessels  that  had  been  guarding  Slocum's  creek.  Receiving  no  response  from  Fort 
Dixie,  a  boat  was  sent  ashore,  and  the  American  flag  raised  on  the  ramparts.  I 
then  paf*f*ed  on  up  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Ellis,  which  was  returned  until  the 
fort  blew  up.  At  this  time  our  troops  were  pressing  on  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Thompson.  I  made  signal  "  Advance  in  line  abreast,** 
closed  np  toward  the  barriers,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Thompson  and  in  direc- 
tion of  the  sound  of  the  enemy's  fire  in  the  interior.  At  this  juncture  an  oflficer 
from  (lenend  Bumside  came  down  to  the  beach  and  informed  me  that  our  shells 
were  tailing  to  the  left  and  near  our  own  troops.  Changed  direction  and  con- 
tinued to  fire,  and  advanced  closed  to  the  barriers. 

Fort  Tiionipson  having  ceased  to  return  our  fire,  I  made  signal  "  Follow  my 
motions, *'  and  advanced  through  the  first  row  of  obstructions  in  "  line  ahead.**  As 
we  pasried  the  obstructions  our  troops  appeared  on  the  ramparts  of  the  fort,  wav- 
ing tiie  American  flag.  We  threw  a  few  shells  into  Fort  Lane,  but  receiving  no 
rer*pons<s  ordered  the  Valley  City  to  raise  the  American  flag  on  the  remaining 
fort."*,  and  passed  rapidly  up  the  river  in  **  line  ahead.**  As  we  passed  up,  and 
on  opening  Trent  river,  two  batteries  were  discovered,  mounting  two  guns  each, 
on  tlie  wharves  in  front  of  the  city ;  both,  however,  were  deserted.  Passed  up 
the  N<Mise  river,  and  opened  fire  from  the  Delaware  on  some  steamboats  that 
were  attempting  to  escape  up  the  river,  one  of  them  having  in  tow  a  schooner 
loaded  with  commissary  stores.  One  of  the  steamers  was  run  in  shore  and 
burned  ;  the  other  two,  together  with  the  schooner,  were  captured. 

At  about  12  m.  I  ran  the  Delaware  alongside  the  wharf,  and  informed  the  in 
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habitants  that  wc  intended  no  injury  to  the  town.     At  this  time  fires  broke  ( 
in  several  portions  of  the  city,  it  apparently  being  the  intention  on  the  pari 
the  enemy  to  destroy  it.     Fire  was  also  commiinicated  to  a  floating  raft  in  Trem 
river  filled  with  bales  of  cotton  saturated  with  turpentine,  which  had  been  pre- 
pared to  send  down  to  the  fleet.     This  drifting  against  the  raihroad  bridgei  aet 
fire  to  and  burned  it. 

The  Louisiana  and  Barney  wore  sent  to  the  Trent  side  of  the  town  in  order 
to  secure  any  public  property  that  might  be  found  there.  Several  liandnd 
stand  of  aims  and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  a  large  amount  of  naval  storOi 
together  with  a  large  three-masted  schooner,  fell  into  our  hamds.  At  2  p.  m., 
our  victorious  troops  appearing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Trent,  the  work  of 
transportation  commenced,  and  at  sundown  the  army  was  in  fall  occupancy  of 
the  city. 

The  obstructions  in  the  river  were  very  formidable,  and  had  evidently  been 

Srepared  with  greAt  care.  The  lower  barrier  was  composed  of  a  series  of  pUing 
riven  securely  into  the  bottom  and  cut  off  below  the  water;  added  to  thu 
was  another  row  of  iron-capped  and  pointed  piles,  inclined  at  an  an^le  of  abont 
450  down  the  stream.  Near  these  was  a  row  of  thirty  torpedoes,  containing 
about  200  pounds  of  powder  each,  and  fitted  with  metal  fuzes  connected  with 
spring  percussion  locks,  with  trigger-lines  attached  to' the  pointed  piles.  The 
second  barrier  was  quite  as  fonnidable  as  the  firsts  although  not  so  dangerous. 
This  was  a]K)ut  a  mile  above  and  abreast  of  Fort  Thompson,  and  consisted  of  a 
line  of  sunken  vessels,  closely  massed,  and  chevaux  defriset  leaving  a  verj  nar- 
row passage  under  the  battery.  In  passing  through  these  obstructions  the 
Perry  struck  one  of  the  iron  stakes  and  carried  the  head  of  it  off,  sticking  in 
her  bottom.  The  Barney  had  a  hole  six  inches  long  cut  in  her,  and  the  Stan 
and  Stripes  was  also  injured ;  but  fortunately  the  torpedoes  failed  to  serve  the 
enemy's  purpose. 

The  forts,  six  in  number,  (exclusive  of  those  on  the  Trent,)  were  well-con- 
stnicted  earthworks,  varying  in  distance  apart  from  one-half  mile  to  one  mile  and 
a  half,  and  mounting,  in  all,  thirty-two  guns,  ranging  from  32-pounder8  to  80- 
pounders,  rifled,  all  en  barbette^  with  the  exception  of  one  casemated  fort,  moont- 
ing  two  guns. 

I  for^vard  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  McCook,  commanding  the  naval 
battery  in  the  battle  of  Newbem.  The  conduct  of  this  officer,  as  also  of  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  guns  and  their  crews,  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  The  Hat 
of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  little  command,  amounting  to  less  than  50  all  toldt 
will  show  that  where  the  hottest  of  the  fire  was  there  they  were.  It  a^ain  be- 
comes my  pleasing  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  different  vessels,  their  officers  and  crews.  I  must  beg  leave  to 
express  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  I  have  been  supported 
by  them.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  vessels 
under  my  command  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  r(?spectfully,  &c , 

S.  C.  ROWAN. 
Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBORoraif, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


United  States  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Newbem,  N  C,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  batter}'  under  my  command  during  the  action  near  this  place  on 
the  14th  instant. 
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In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  13th,  I  took  command  of  the  naval  battery 
of  six  howitzers,  and  on  the  morning  of  that  day  landed  with  the  advance  of 
the  army  at  Slociim's  creek.  I  was  placed  in  the  brigade  and  under  the  orders 
of  General  Foster,  and  at  once  moved  forward  to  join  him.  The  roads  were 
very  heavy,  and  in  some  places  almost  impassable,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
assistance  which  was  cheerfully  rendered  me  by  the  army,  the  pieces  could 
never  Lave  gone  forward.  We  marched  steadily  forward  till  9  o'clock  at  night, 
asd  then  halted  to  rest.  At  —  a.  m.  of  the  14th  we  again  moved  forward,  and 
at  3  a.  m.  reported  to  General  Bumside,  who  ordered  us  to  halt. 

At  diivliicht  we  resumed  our  march.  At  about  7  a.  m.  General  Bumside 
ordered  me  to  take  a  position  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  enemy's  works.  I  moved 
the  battery  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  cleared  space  and  deployed  it  to  the  left 
of  the  county  road,  opening  fire  at  once  with  shell  and  shrapnel  at  a  distance  of 
about  pix  hundred  yards.  Opposed  to  us  and  behind  the  breastworks  was  a 
battery  of  eleven  field -pieces  (six  of  which  paid  particular  attention  to  us)  and 
a  number  of  riflemen,  who  annoyed  us  excessively  whenever  the  smoke  would 
lift  clear  of  our  guns.  In  attempting  to  drive  these  latter  from  the  breastwork 
I  advanced  the  battery  some  distance,  firing  canister,  but  was  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  my  original  position,  after  having  one  gun  disabled,  an  officer  and  several 
men  wounded,  and  one  killed. 

For  an  hour  and  a  half  we  maintained  our  position  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell,  grape,  and  musketry,  when  a  gallant  charge  by  our  troops  cleared  the 
enemy  from  the  breastwork.  I  at  once  moved  forward  into  the  work  with  three 
of  my  pieces  and  all  my  remaining  ammunition.  General  Foster  then  ordered 
me  forward  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade.  When  we  had  arrived  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  railroad  a  detached  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight; 
the  guns  were  at  once  prepar(>d  for  action,  and  pointed  toward  a  cleared  spot 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railroad,  that  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  making  for. 
As  they  came  into  this  open  space  I  gave  the  order  to  fire,  but,  before  the  order 
could  be  executed,  Acting  Master  Hammond  rashly  dushed  forward  in  front  of 
the  guiiai  and  demanded  their  surrender.  This  demand  they  complied  with,  by 
throwing  down  their  arms  and  holding  up  their  hands  in  token  of  submission. 
The  priMoners  proved  to  be  Colonel  Avery  and  a  portion  of  his  command,  the 
25th \orth  Carolina  regiment;  they  had  been  driven  from  the  rifle  pits  by  our 
troopK,  and  were  endeavoring  to  make  their  escape.  From  this  point  I  was 
ordered  down  the  railroad  to  Newbem.  Obtaining  two  cars,  1  placed  my  guns 
upon  them,  and  reached  the  burning  bridge  to  find  our  navy  in  possession  of 
the  city,  and  the  gunboats  trannporting  the  troops  across  the  river. 

The  eheeriiiln(»8s  with  which  the  brave  men  under  my  command  dragged 
their  giniH  through  the  heavy  roads,  part  of  the  time  exposed  to  a  drenching 
rain,  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  sustained  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy,  \a  worthy  of  all  praise.  I  would  esj)ecially  call  your  attention  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Orderly  Sergeant  J.  Mendenhall,  company  B,  Union  Coast 
Guard ;  Seamen  James  Judge,  George  H.  Mansell,  John  Williams,  Charles  Pat- 
terson, and  Ordinary  Seaman  Duncan  Douglass.  These  men,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mendenhall,  acted  as  captains  of  guns,  and,  from  their  intimatie  acquaint- 
ance with  the  howitzers,  were  of  great  ser\'ice.  The  conduct  of  my  officers  was 
all  that  I  could  wish.  Acting  Masters  Daniels  and  Hammond,  of  the  Hetzel, 
rendered  nie  most  valuable  aid ;  one  gun  in  each  of  their  sections  was  in  charge 
of  E.  P.  Meeker,  of  the  flag-ship,  and  E.  C.  Gabandan,  of  the  Delaware.  To 
their  coolness  and  courage  all  can  testify.  The  gun  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
IIugheH,  of  company  B,  Union  Coast  Guard,  suffered  severely,  and  wiis  finally 
di:^abled.  During  a  portion  of  the  engagement  he  loaded  the  gun  himself,  until 
carried  away  wounded.  Mr.  Daniels  made  au  attempt  to  carry  forward  two  of 
the  captured  pieces,  but,  after  dragging  them  some  distance,  they  stuck  fast  in  the 
mud.     Lieutenant  Tillotson,  of  the  Coast  Guard,  after  firing  away  all  hiis  am- 
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munition,  left  his  section,  and,  I  have  since  learned,  was  picked  up  hy  the« re- 
treating enemy. 

On  going  into  action  I  dintcovered  that  some  of  the  men  had  Btrag^ 
leaving  me  about  fifty  men  to  fight  the  guns.     Among  these,  I  r^ret  to  repan 

the  following  casualties : 

Killed, — Privates  Arthur  McGinnis  and  John  Sheehy,  company  B,  t 
Coant  Guard. 

Wounded, — Second  Lieutenant  T.  TV.  B.  Hughes,  Orderly  Sergeant  J.  Meo- 
donhall,  Sergeant  James  C.  Freeman,  Corporal  Thomas  Riley,  and  Privates  J. 
3IcDougal,  S.  T.  Fonda,  and  Nicholas  Mertz,  (yet  missing,)  compamy  B,  Unim 
Coast  Guard;  Seaman  John  Williams,  Ordinary  Seaman  Jeremiah  SulliTaa, 
George  Bushee,  and  Thomas  Simmons.  Total:  killed,  2;  wounded,  11. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

R.  SHELDON  McOOOK, 

Lieutenantf  United  Slates  JN^avf. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Naval  Forces  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


United  States  Steamer  PhiladblphiAv 

Off  Neicdum,  N.  C,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  only  casualties  to  the  forces  under 
your  command  in  the  engagement  at  this  place,  on  the  13th  and  14th  instant, 
occurred  in  the  naval  howitzer  battery,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  8. 
McCook,  United  States  navy,  co-operating  with  the  forces  on  shore,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz: 

Killed, — Pi-ivatcs  Arthur  ]McGinnis3  and  John  Sheehy,  company  B.  Union 
Coant  Guard. 

Wounded, — Lieutenant  T.  W.  B.  Hughes,  severely;  Second  Lieutenant  J. 
^Fendenhall,  slightly:  Orderly  Sergeant  James  C.  Freeman,  slightly;  Sergeant 
Tliouias  Riley,  nliglitly;  Corporal  J.  McDougal,  severely ;  Private  S.  T.  Fonda, 
slightly;  and  Private  Nichola.s  Mertz,  missing — all  of  company  B,  Union  Coast 
Guard.  United  Stated  Steamer  Roanoke :  John  Williams,  seaman,  severely. 
United  States  Steamer  ^lorse:  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  ordinary  seaman,  Slightly. 
United  States  Steamer  Valley  City :  George  Bushee  and  Thomas  Simmons,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  slightly.  Total :  killed,  2  ;.  wounded,  11. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respcictfuUy,  &c., 

SAM'L  J.  JONES, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Aary. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Comynanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  *icc. 


Com7nodore  Roivan  to  Flag- Officer  Goldshorovgh  enclosing  Lieutenant  Cam* 
manding  Murray's  report  of  visit  to  Was/tingfon,  North  Carolina, 

UxiTKD  Statks  Fla(j-Stkamkk  Philadelphia, 

Off  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  ^Furray  returned  from  Washington,  Nordi 
Carolina,  thii*  morning.  His  report  of  liin  visit  to  that  place  U  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have  to  regret  that  the  lens  has  not  yet  beenretunied.    The  authorities  astsuied 
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Captaiu  Murray  that  the  lens  was  taken  away  without  their  knowledge  or  con- 
sent and  carried  to  Tarhoro'  in  a  little  steamhoat.  I  purpose  holding  the 
authorities  responsible  for  the  return  of  the  lens  before  I  promise  protection  to 
the  inhabitants.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  policy  not  to  enforce  this  demand  if 
satisfactory  proof  offers  that  the  authorities  had  no  knowledge  of  the  removal 
of  the  lens ;  out  I  shall,  if  possible,  ascertain  the  guilty  parties,  and  take  all  the 
property  I  can  find  that  will  reimburse  the  government.  I  shall,  of  course, 
consult  with  General  Bumside  on  this  point. 

The  political  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  are  divided,  but 
the  reception  given  our  people  is  more  hopeful  than  any  we  have  yet  witnessed 
m  these  waters.  The  rabid  secessionists  proclaimed  that  we  intended  to  bum 
the  town,  and  this  fear  alone  may  induce  many  to  seem  what  they  are  not.  I 
shall  institute  a  secret  inquiry  into  the  antecedents  of  the  authorities  and  remain- 
ing inhabitants,  and  if  I  find  they  are  not  in  reality  what  they  seem,  (good 
Union  men  at  heart,)  I  shall  treat  them  with  less  consideration.  For  the  present 
I  shall  keep  a  strict  blockade  of  the  river  and  town,  and  shape  my  course  as 
circumstances  may  seem  best  for  the  interest  of  my  government. 

From  the  best  information  obtained,  the  enemy  commenced  dismantling  his 
forts  below  Washington  before  I  reached  here,  and  redoubled  his  haste  on  my 
arrival  in  this  river.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  nearly  all  the  military  stores  and 
munitions  were  destroyed  or  carried  off,  and  the  naval  stores  and  cotton  belong- 
ing to  individuals  burned.  Of  the  two  gunboats  on  the  stocks,  one,  intended 
to  mount  six  guns,  was  launched  and  carried  up  the  river  out  of  sight,  and  was 
burned  the  night  our  forces  arrived,  as  stated  by  reliable  authority,  The  other 
gunboat  of  less  size  remained  on  the  stocks,  and  was  sawn  in  pieces  by  our 
people,  assisted  by  the  authorities,  to  prevent  her  destruction  by  fire,  which 
would  have  endangered  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  0.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  N.  C, 

Flag-Ofiicer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 

Washington,  N.  C,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  20th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  this  place 
arriving  at  the  "obstructions,"  about  five  miles  below,  on  the  morning  of  the 
2l8t.  The  naval  column  consisted  of  this  vessel,  the  Delaware,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Quackenbush,  and  the  Commodore  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Flui»8er.  We  were  accompanied  to  the  "obstructions"  by  the  steamer  Admiral, 
army  transport,  with  eight  companies  of  the  24th  regiment  Massachusetts  vol- 
unteers (Colonel  Stevens)  and  a  small  tug-boat. 

We  met  with  no  resistance,  the  batteries  having  been  abandoned  and  their 
armament  removed.  By  blasting  and  other  processes  we  soon  forced  a  channel 
through  the  piles,  though  they  had  been  driven  very  deep  (in  triple  rows)  and 
cut  off  three  feet  below  the  surface.  At  11  o'clock  a.  m.  we  arrived  abreast  the 
town,  the  Delaware  bringing  from  the  transport  the  field  officers,  two  companies, 
and  the  regimental  band.  The  authorities,  with  many  of  the  citizens,  met  us  on 
the  wharf,  where  I  briefly  explained  to  them  the  object  of  our  visit.  The  military 
then  formed,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  court-house,  where,  with  all  the  ceremonies, 
we  hoisted  the  flag  of  our  Union.  The  troops  returned  to  the  Delaware  with 
unbroken  ranks. 

VOL.  Ill 8 
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I  found,  on  further  consultation  with  the  authoritiei,  on  whom  I  Iiad  madi 
demand  for  the  restoration  of  the  Hatteras  light  property,  that  anderlTini 
apparent  acquiescence  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  neighborhood  in  penm 
the  building  of  gunboats  and  the  construction  of  batteriefl  to  repel  the  fb 
forces,  was  a  deep-rooted  affection  for  the  old  Union  and  not  a  little  anj 
to  its  enemies,  the  latter  element  not  being  diminished  by  the  import     m « 
troops  from  a  distant  State.     The  result  of  this  state  of  afiaim  was  to  k 
anticipated — the  abandonment  of  its  defences  by  the  troops,  followed  by 
destruction  of  what  remained  of  confederate  property  by  the  people. 

The  launched  gunboat  had  been  towed  several  miles  up  the  river,  loaded  wiA 
turoentine,  and  fired  the  night  of  our  arrival.  A  few  hundred  buehels  of  meil 
and  com  left  in  the  commissary  store  was  distributed  to  the  poor  by  my  ordoL 
The  most  valuable  part  of  the  Hatteras  light  property,  the  lenBes,  haye  beei 
taken  to  Tarboro',  but  I  have  hopes  of  their  recovery  through  the  inBtromeDtaliqr 
of  the  people  of  Washington.  The  rest  of  the  property  is  secured  with  chaniHl 
buoys  and  moorings. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries  on  either  side  of  the  "obstmctionBy"  the  enefloy 
had  thrown  up  breastworks  east  of  the  town  and  joining,  extendine  half  a  mik. 
They  also  had  fortified  their  camp,  which  commanded  t£e  high  road.  A  skeick 
of  the  river  from  the  ''obstructions"  to  the  bridge  above  the  town  is  endosed; 
it  includes  all  the  fortifications. — (See  original.)  The  woods  and  swamps  in  tins 
and  Hyde  county  are  represented  as  being  alive  with  refugees  from  tne  dnft. 
Many  of  them,  encouraged  by  our  presence,  came  in.  They  are  deep  and  bitter 
in  their  denunciations  of  the  secession  heresy,  and  promise  a  re^ment  if  csDed 
upon  to  aid  in  the  restoration  of  the  flag. 

If  this  expedition  has  not  as  yet  been  fruitful  in  profitable  results,  its  fbtun 
promises  well.  The  place  should  not  be  neglected ;  it  could  soon  be  refoitifiedt 
the  guns  being  traceable  only  as  far  as  Tarboro'.  In  case  our  force  is  too  limited 
to  permit  of  a  division  for  the  purpose  of  holding  possession,  periodical  visili 
at  least  should  be  made.  We  have  been  delayed  two  days  in  consequence  ol 
low  water,  the  Commodore  Perry  being  aground. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  CSolunm* 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  ifc. 


Veaaela  freighted  with  prize  naval  stores  captured  at  Newhtmf  If,  C. 

United  States  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Newbern,  N.  C,  AprU  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclope  herewith  a  list  of  returning  vessels  freighted  by  me  with  priae 
naval  stores,  which  fell  into  my  hands  when  1  captured  Newbem,  North  CaiolLuL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  ForceSf  igc 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Commander  Rmcan  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  enclosing  report  of  Lie 
ant  Commanding  Murray  as  to  condition  of  affairs  at  Wathingtot^  N.  o; 

United  States  Steamer  Philadbl.phia, 

Off  Newbem,  N.  C,  ApHl  5,  1862- 

Sir  :  The  general  has  sent  the  enemy's  wounded  to  Washixigton.     I 
the  Albemarle  to  land  them,  but,  by  stupidity  or  accident,  Mr.  Chase  ran  i 
on  the  piles,  when  she  sank  immediately.    The  Delaware  was  fortunatelj 
sight,  and  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  wounded  men,  then  on  board. 

To  guard  against  any  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  officers  then  in  the 
Pamlico,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  in  the  Louisiana.  The 
condition  of  affairs  in  Washington  may  be  inferred  from  Captain  Mumy'i 
report,  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  <Ce. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 

Off  Newbem,  N.  C,  April  5,  186S. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  2d,  ^by  some  delay  not  sent  li 
me  until  the  Sd,)  I  proceeded  to  Washington,  Nortn  Carolina,  arriving  at  the 
obstructions  below  on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day,  where  I  found  the  I>da- 
ware  and  Brincker. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  went  up  to  the  town,  in  company  with  the  Dela- 
ware, and  put  myself  in  communication  with  some  of  our  friends.  I  leMMJl 
that  Mr.  Respice,  the  mayor,  had  been  taken  out  of  his  bed  the  night  befim 
and  carried  off;  that  a  detachment  of  cavalry  was  in  the  neighborhood  for  Ab 
purpose  of  arresting  the  Union  men,  and  in  consequence  most  of  the  respeetaUe 
people  had  left  town  for  the  woods,  a  reign  of  terror  prevailing.  The  leport 
that  the  confederate  army  was  marching  from  Kiniton  on  Newbem  is  not 
fully  sustained. 

1  retunKid  over  the  obstructions  before  night,  and  proceeded  to  visit  and 
finally  to  destroy,  by  "  blasting"  and  **  fire,"  a  fortification  partially  maaked, 
which  up  to  the  present  time  had  escaped  our  observation.  It  was  a  fonnidafab 
affair,  with  barrack  accommodations  for  a  thousand  troops,  situated  on  the  right 
bank,  about  two  miles  below  the  obstructions.  I  also  visited  the  Albemarle*  Id 
company  with  the  commanding  officers,  engineers,  and  carpenters.  She  wis 
pponounced  a  total  loss,  and  1  ordered  her  destruction.  She  was  on  fire  whsn 
we  l(^ft.  I  think  the  disaster  to  the  Albemarle  the  result  of  negligenee  er 
incapacity.  I  send  you  confederate  dates  to  the  31st  March,  and  remain,  rery 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commiondmg. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  in  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds,  N  C. 
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Commander  Rowan*  9  report  of  the  action  of  gunboats  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C, 

from  9th  to  11th  February,  1862,  inclusive. 

TJnitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,,  March  25,  1862. 

SiE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  detailed  report  of  Commander 
Bowan,  just  received,  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  gunboats  under  his  com- 
mand at  Elizabeth  City,  and  also  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  those  vessels  on  the  occasion,  together  with  a  list  of  the  casualties  that 
occurred. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  my  proceedings 
in  Albemarle  sound : 

At  about  3  p.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  I  entered  Albemarle  sound  with  the 
flotilla  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray ;  Hetzel,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Davenport ;  Underwriter,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Jcffers ;  Delaware,  (my  flag-ship,)  Lieutenant  Commanding  Quack- 
enbush ;  Conmiodore  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser ;  Valley  City, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Chaplin ;  Morse,  Acting  Master  Hays ;  Seymour,  Act- 
ing Master  Wells ;  Whitehead,  Acting  Master  French ;  Lockwood,  Acting  Mas- 
ter Graves ;  Ceres,  Acting  Master  McDiarmid ;  Shawsheen,  Acting  Master 
Woodward ;  Brinker,  Acting  Master  Giddings ;  and  Putnam,  Acting  Master 
Hotchkiss. 

As  the  flotilla  passed  into  the  sound  the  smoke  of  two  rebel  steamers  was 
reported  close  in  toward  the  opposite  shore,  these  steamers  apparently  heading 
for  Pasquotank  river.  I  made  signal  to  chase,  and  steered  to  cut  off  the  enemy, 
but  he  succeeded  in  entering  the  river,  and,  as  night  was  closing  on  us,  I  ordered 
the  chase  to  discontinue.  The  flotilla  steamed  slowly  over  the  bar  and  up  the 
I^aequotank  river  to  within  ten  miles  of  Fort  Cobb,  out  Cobb's  Point,  where  at 
8.6  p.  m.  we  anchored  for  the  night. 

1  then  called  on  board  the  conmiissioned  officers  in  command,  and  informed 
them  that  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  were  either  drawn  up  behind  bis  battery  on 
Cobb's  Point  or  had  made  their  escape  through  the  canal  to  Norfolk.  I  reminded 
them  of  our  embarrassment  with  regard  to  ammunition,  having  but  twenty  rounds 
for  each  gun,  and  proposed  to  organize  the  force  in  such  a  manner  as  to  answer 
the  double  purpose  of  a  close  reconnoissance  in  force,  to  be  converted  into  an 
attack  if  I  aeemed  it  prudent  It  was  positively  enjoined  upon  them  not  to  fire 
a  single  shot  until  the  order  was  given,  and,  in  order  further  to  economize  am 
munition,  I  directed  that  each  vessel,  as  she  approached  the  enemy,  should  run 
him  down  and  engage  him  hand  to  hand.  With  this  understanding  these  noble 
spirits  returned  to  their  respective  ships  to  await  the  events  of  the  morrow. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  flotilla  weighed  anchor  and 
formed  in  the  order  prescribed,  the  Underwriter,  Perry,  Morse,  and  Delaware 
in  advance  to  reconnoitre,  with  the  little  Ceres  on  their  right  flank,  followed  by 
the  remainter  of  the  force,  led  in  order  by  the  Louisiana  and  Hetzel,  the  Valley 
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City  and  Whitehead  hcing  under  orders  to  leave  the  lines  as  soon  as  the  bftttrrr 
had  been  passed  bj  the  flotilla  and  attack  it  in  reverse.  In  this  manner  ve 
proceeded  at  moderate  speed  up  the  river. 

At  8.30  a.  m.  the  enemy's  steamers  were  discovered  drawn  np,  as  I  antid- 
pated,  behind  the  battery,  which  mounted  four  heavy  32-ponnder8,  under  • 
mand  of  Commodore  Lynch  in  person,  and  was  supported  by  the  schooner 
Warrior,  moored  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  armed  with  two         f 
32-pounders.    The  enemy's  line  appeared  to  be  drawn  up  diagonally  i    [     e 
up  the  river  in  front  of  the  town,  his  right  resting  on  the  battery.    Wh<      w\ 
long  range,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the  battery,  and  the  Bhick   tv  ar     , 
followed  by  the  steamers,  with  their  80-pounder  and  12-poander  rifles,    i 
force,  however,  moved  on  silently  and  steadily,  shot  and  shell  passing  over 
vessels  in  advance,  and  falling  thick  and  fast  amons  the  vessels  in  the 
columns.     When  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  battery,  I  made  sig 
'*  Dash  at  the  enemy  !"     Our  fire  was  then  opened  with  telling  e£fect»  and  < 
vessels  put  to  their  utmost  speed. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  become  demoralized  at  this  unexpected  and 
movement.  The  Black  Warrior  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  by  her  icen 
crew;  the  fort  was  abandoned  as  the  head  of  our  column  passed  it;  a  dash  wu 
then  made  at  the  enemy  drawn  up  inside.  The  Perry,  Lieutenant  Commandmr 
Flusser,  took  the  flag-ship  Sea  Bird  in  gallant  style,  running  her  down  and 
sinking  her — making  prisoners  of  her  officers  and  crew.  The  Underwriter  made 
to  cut  ofl*  the  retreat  of  the  Beaufort.  The  Ceres  ran  ahead  and  took  poasesnon 
of  the  Ellis.  Some  of  the  crew  of  the  Ellis,  in  making  their  escape  on  shore» 
were  killed  and  wounded  by  our  musketry.  Among  the  wounded  was  Midship- 
man Jackson,  who  was  taken  on  board  the  Hetzel,  where  he  received  ereiT 
possible  care  and  attention,  lie  survived  but  a  few  hours,  and  was  buried  wiu 
all  the  honors  due  his  rank.  The  Delaware  boarded  and  hauled  down  the  lAA 
flag  of  the  Fanny,  which  had  been  deserted  and  set  on  fire. 

Passing  up  the  river  to  the  city  with  three  or  four  of  the  vessels,  we  ran  them 
alongside  the  wharves.  A  battery  of  field  artillery  was  seen  making  a  hasty 
retreat  down  the  street.  A  party  of  our  people  passing  through  the  streeli 
came  suddenly  on  a  mounted  artillery  officer  of  the  Wise  Legiont  who,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  General  llenningsen,  was  compelling  the  defenedeai 
people  to  set  fire  to  the  houses.  Several  houses  were  set  on  nre  before  he  wis 
arretted  and  brought  to  me.  I  immediately  ordered  all  our  people  on  bosrl 
their  respective  ships,  and  that  no  visitors  between  shore  and  ships  should  be 
permitted.  Some  of  the  defenceless  inhabitants,  men  and  women,  came  to  the 
wharf  to  implore  me  to  save  their  houses  and  property  from  destruction;  but  I 
refused  to  allow  a  man  to  move,  knowing  that  if  I  acceded  to  their  requests  we 
would  be  charged  with  vandalism,  as  incendiaries.  No  other  houses  were  de- 
stroyed besides  those  set  on  fire  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  ScroggSy  of 
the  Wise  Legion. 

The  commissary  storehouse  was  broken  open  by  my  orders,  and  a  supply  of 
fresh  beef,  bread,  and  flour  taken  from  it.  The  confederate  steamer  Irorrest* 
which  had  been  distibled  in  the  action  of  the  7th  instant,  together  with  a  gun- 
boat on  the  stocks,  and  another  vensel  of  ligliter  frame,  were  burnt  at  the  ship- 
yard. I  sent  C()mj)etent  engineers  to  dc^Htroy  tlui  machinery,  boilers,  and  railway. 
This  done,  I  withdrew  all  my  veHS(*ls  to  OobhV  Point,  where  efforts  had  been 
made  by  other  vessels  of  th(».  flotilla  to  save  the  Fanny  and  Black  Warrior,  hut 
in  both  cases  the  fin*  hud  too  much  headway  to  be  subdued.  The  latter  vessel 
had  on  board  at  the  time  a  larg(i  amount  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  stoves 
for  the  use  of  the  eneniv's  s([uadron.     The  three  following  days  were  devoted 

of  the 


to  the  destruction  of  the  machinery  of  the  Fanny  and  Sea  Bird,  and  the 
covery  of  their  armament  and   such  ordnanr(»  storos  na  could  be  fished  up. 
Meai. while  Lieutenant   Commanding  FluHser  was  intrusted  with  the  duty  of 
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completing  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at  Cobb's  Point,  which  duty  he  efficiently 
performed,  bringing  off  a  quantity  of  powder,  powder-tanks,  projectiles,  &c.,  &c. ; 
all  of  which  came  from  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk. 

In  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray  with  a  small  force,  consisting  of  the  Louisiana,  Underwriter,  Commodore 
Perry,  and  Lockwood,  to  Edenton  to  make  a  reconnoisance,  with  orders  if  he 
found  no  fort  there  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  destroy  all  the 
public  property,  but  to  scrupulously  respect  that  belonging  to  private  individuals. 
This  duty  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  performed  with  his  usual  ability, 
taking  possession  of  the  town,  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants, 
putting  to  flight  a  body  of  artillery,  destroying  eight  cannon  and  a  vessel  on  the 
stocks,  and  capturing  two  schooners. 

Immediately  on  the  return  of  the  force  from  Edenton  I  despatched  the  Louisi- 
ana, Underwriter,  Lockwood,  Whitehead,  and  Shawsheen,  with  prize  schooners 
in  tow,  to  obstruct  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  canals,  the  expedition  being 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Conmianding  Murray.  The  Louisiana  and 
Underwriter  came  to  an  anchor  outside  the  bar  off  the  North  river,  while  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Jeffers  ascended  to  the  mouth  of  the  canal  with  the  Lock- 
wood,  Whitehead,  and  Shawsheen.  He  arrived  just  in  time  to  hurry  the  retreat 
of  General  Wise,  who  was  falling  back  from  Nag's  Head.  The  duty  of  ob- 
structing the  canal  was  performea  with  the  characteristic  zeal  and  discretion  of 
this  officer.  I  refer  you  to  his  report,  together  with  that  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Murray. 

In  congratulating  you  upon  the  result  of  these  expeditions,  which  appears  to 
me  to  have  effectually  demonstrated  to  these  people  the  strength  and  determina- 
tion of  our  government,  I  am  happy  in  having  no  complaint  to  make — with  zeal, 
gallantry,  and  efficiency  each  column  was  led  and  each  ship  handled.  The  pro- 
gramme determined  upon  the  evening  before  was  carried  out  to  the  very  letter. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  one  incident  of  the  engagement, 
which  reflects  much  credit  upon  a  quarter-gunner  of  the  Valley  City,  and  for 
which  Congress  has  provided  rewards  in  the  shape  of  medals.  A  shot  had 
passed  through  her  magazine  and  exploded  in  a  locker  beyond,  containing  fire- 
works. Her  commander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Chaplin,  went  there  to  aid 
in  suppressing  the  fire,  where  he  found  John  Davis,  quarter-gunner,  seated,  with 
commendable  coolness,  on  an  open  barrel  of  powder,  as  the  only  means  to  keep 
the  fire  out. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  Division  United  States 

Expedition  in  Parnlivo  Sound. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Louisiana, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectftdly  report,  that  in  accordance  with  tlie  plan  of  attack  decided 
upon  by  you  last  night,  1  directed  the  column  under  my  command,  reduced  by 
injuries  at  Roanoke  island,  to  the  Lockwood,  Seymour,  and  this  vessel,  to  tjike 
tlie  positions  assigned. 

I  am  liappy  to  report  that  the  column  and  officers  under  my  command,  in  an 
engagement  against  fortified  works,  aided  by  the  whole  naval  forces  of  the 
enemy,  did  their  duty. 
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I  congratulate  you  oh  its  perfect  success,  as  well  as  the  modemtion 
humanitj  exhibited  in  the  hour  of  victory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MUBBAT, 
Cammamdimg2d 
Commander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla^  Sfc.,  Pamlico  Sound, 


United  States  Steamer  Hbtzbl» 

Croatan  Sound,  N,  C^  FAruary  14,  1 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  beg  leave  to  Bobmit  the  tA 
report: 

Leaving  this  anchorage  on  Sunday,  the  9th  instant,  in  companv  with  the 
of  the  light  squadron,  we  stood  up  Albemarle  sound,  and  towarda  evi     i 
some  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  which  were  pursued  into  the  Pa0c  :  rr 

where  we  anchored  about  three  miles  inside. 

At  a  little  before  7  o'clock  the  next  morning,  got  under  way  and  stood  up 
river,  presently  discovering  the  rebel  flotilla  awaiting  our  approach  aboTo  a  1 
gun  battery  on  Cobb's  Point. 

The  position  in  the  column  assigned  to  the  Hetzel  was  such  that  it  was  : 

Sracticable,  in  this  narrow  stream,  to  Are  at  the  enemy's  steamers  without 
angering  the  lives  of  our  companions;  but  we  managed  to  get  two  shots  at 
battery  and  one  at  an  armed  schooner — ^the  missiles  of  our  opponents  fi 
thick  and  fast  around  us. 

At  9.10  a.  m.  answered  general  signal,  "make  a  daah  at  the  enemy!'*  la 
fifteen  minutes  from  this  time  the  affair  was  finished,  the  battery  deserted^  and 
the  flotilla  burnt,  sunk,  captured,  or  put  to  flight.  At  9.45  a.  m.  reoeiTed  on 
board,  for  surgical  assistance.  Acting  Midshipman  Wm.  G.  Jackaon,  aged  !& 
mortally  wounded  while  making  his  way  to  the  shore  from  the  captured  steamer 
Ellis.  He  died  at  10  p.  m.,  and  was  buried  on  shore  the  next  morning  with  all 
possible  solemnities.  At  11.30  a.  m.  anchored  off  the  battery,  and  sent  lies- 
tenant  Franklin  with  armed  boat's  crew  to  assist  in  its  destruction. 

In  conclusion,  1  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  coolness  and 
gallant  conduct  of  all  under  my  command,  who  vied  with  one  another  in  the 
steady  and  faithful  performance  of  their  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

H.  K.  DAVENPOET, 

Lieutenant  Commandi$tg 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Flotilla^  8fc.,  ifc. 


United  States  Steamer  Underwriter, 

Off  Elizabeth  Citify  February  10,  1862. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

This  morning  I  steamed  up  the  river  towards  Elizabeth  City  in  the  position 
assigned  me.  On  arriving  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  rebel  battery  and  ships, 
when  the  general  signal  was  made  "  make  a  da^h  at  the  enemy  I "  I  opened  nra, 
and  went  ahead  full  speed.  On  nearing  the  ships,  1  directed  the  pilot  to  [put] 
this  vessel  alongside  the  Sea  Bird;  but  on  closing  within  a  couple  of  hnnorea 
yards,  I  observed  two  steamers  turning  to  escape,  therefore  passed  on  in  pur- 
suit.   One  of  them  was  cut  off,  and,  endeavoring  to  pass  across  my  stem* 
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met  by  another  vessel  and  captured.  The  other  ranged  ahead,  keeping  up  a 
lively  fire  of  musketry,  which  was  returned  with  the  12-pounder  rifle,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  disabling  her  machinery,  and  she  soon  disappeared  round  a  turn 
in  the  river. 

Arriving  in  front  of  the  town,  a  battery  of  horse  artillery,  standing  at  the 
head  of  Main  street,  moved  off.  I  went  alongside  the  whaaf,  and  remained  until 
directed  to  drop  down  off  the  battery. 

The  occasion  offered  no  opportunity  for  the  display  of  individual  gallantry — 
all  merit  my  approbation.  I,  however,  mention  particularly  Mr.  Walter  B. 
Griffith,  master's  mate,  and  Mr.  John  Cahill,  second  assistant  engineer,  (acting 
chief;)  the  former,  as  in  the  actions  of  the  7th  and  8th,  worked  his  rifled  gun 
with  coolness  and  precision.  The  latter  was  of  great  service  in  his  own  de- 
partment, and  also  assisted  at  the  after  gun. 

Ammunition  expended :  For  SO-poundw  rifle,  9  shells ;  for  12-pounder  rifle, 
18  shells  and  1  stand  of  grape ;  for  8-inch  gun,  4  shells ;  for  12-pounder  howit- 
zer, 1  shrapnel,  2  canister. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  G.  Rowan, 

United  States  Nary. 


United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report : 

On  the  9th  instant,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  the  United  States  naval  flotilla,  consisting 
of  fourteen  armed  steamers  under  your  command,  weighed  anchor  for  Elizabeth 
City.  Late  in  the  afternoon  two  rebel  steamers  were  discovered  standing  for 
Elizabeth  City.  The  United  States  steamer  Lockwood  with  this  vessel  imme- 
diately gave  chase,  but  darkness  prevented  our  overtaking  them.  At  8  p.  m 
the  flotilla  came  to  anchor,  distant  about  fourteen  miles  from  Elizabeth  City. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  at  6  a.  m.,  signal  was  made  from  this  ship  for  the 
flotilla  to  get  under  weigh,  and  at  8  a.  m.,  when  standing  on  our  course,  dis- 
covered the  enemy's  gunboats,  consisting  of  seven  steamers  and  one  armed 
schooner  of  two  guns,  a  fine  battery  on  our  left  of  four  guns,  and  one  gun  in  the 
city  facing  us.  When  within  range,  signal  was  made,  in  accordance  to  the 
orders  of  Uie  commanding  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  "  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,*' 
which  signal  was  again  repeated  within  six  hundred  vards  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
same  time  terrible  execution  with  our  guns,  and  filling  the  air  with  shot  and 
shell. 

At  9.25  a.  m.,  precisely  nineteen  minutes  from  the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired, 
the  schooner  struck  her  colors,  and  was  found  to  be  on  fire.  About  the  same 
time  the  rebel  flag  on  the  battery  at  Cobb's  Point  was  taken  down  and  waved 
by  the  garrison ;  whereupon  the  rebel  gunboats,  with  two  exceptions,  ran  close 
in  shore,  and  were  instantaneously  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  their  crews, 
some  of  whom  escaped  in  boats,  and  others,  jumping  overboard,  swam  and 
waded  to  the  shore. 

I  now  gave  the  order  to  my  acting  aid,  Assistant  Paymaster  F.  R.  Curtis,  to 
have  the  cutter  manned,  and  bring  off  a  rebel  flag  for  Commander  Rowan,  which 
was  flying  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Fanny.  J.  H.  Raymond,  acting  master's 
mate,  together  with  a  part  of  his  division,  jumped  into  the  boat  with  F.  R. 
Curtis,  and  boarded  the  steamer  Fanny,  which  was  at  the  time  on  fire,  hauled 
down  the  rebel  flag,  and  then  proceeded  on  shore  to  the  battery,  being  the  first 
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to  land,  when  the  stars  and  stripes  were  planted  hy  Mr.  Bajmonciv  amidst  tre- 
mendous cheering  from  the  flotilla ;  after  which,  in  obedience  to  a   recall,  thij 
returned  on  board  this  vessel,  which  was  moored  to  the  wharf  at  Elizabeth  Chr 
at  9.45  a.  m. ;  thus  ending  one  of  the  shortest  and  most  brilliant  engageme 
that  has  occurred  during  this  unfortunate  civil  war. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  officers  and  men  attadiad  to  ddi 
vessel  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  action  of  the  10th  instant.  Gnil 
credit  is  due  to  our  pilot,  Nassa  S.  Williams,  for  invaluable  serviceB  rendeni 
during  the  engagement. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBU8H, 
LieiuenatU  Commanding, 
Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  States  Flotilla,.  8fc, 


United  States  Steamer  Gommodorb  Pbrby« 

Roanoke  Islandf  February  28»  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  action  of  the  10th  instant,  at  Cobb's  Point  battery,  the  batte^r, 
schooner,  and  steamers  opened  Are  on  us  about  8  a.  m.  About  8.15  we  com- 
menced to  return  it,  firing  at  the  battery  and  Sea  Bird  alone.  After  passing 
the  battery,  we  fired  only  at  the  Sea  Bird.  We  ran  her  down,  and  took  her 
officers  and  crew  prisoners.  In  the  collision  the  ring-stopper  of  the  anchor  was 
snapped,  and  the  anchor  went  to  the  bottom,  which  accident,  together  with  the 
delay  occasioned  by  receiving  on  board  the  prisoners,  prevented  us  from  making 
another  capture.  While  engaged  in  receiving  the  prisoners,  ten  of  the  enemy's 
small  steamers  ran  around  vciy  close  to,  firing  at  us  with  musketry,  by  which 
two  of  my  men  were  killed  and  an  officer  wounded.  The  vessel  was  not 
struck  by  shot  or  shell.  We  fired  fifteen  shells,  th«  greater  number  at  the 
battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

C.  W.  FLUSSER,  Lieutenant  Commandimg. 

Commander  S.  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Flotilla,  ifc. 

List  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  Comm^odore  Perry* 

Killed. — Frederick  Wierland,  seaman;  Thomas  O'Mara,  company  A,  40k 
Rhode  Island  volunteers,  born  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts. 

Wounded. — Henry  C.  Webster,  acting  master*s  mate,  in  the  leg,  severely,  bat 
not  dangerously. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

C.  W.  FLUSSER. 


United  States  Steamer  Valley  City, 

Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  vessel  in  the  action  off  this  city  on  this  day : 

After  steaming  up  the  river  until  8  o'clock  yesterday  evening,  I  came  to  an- 
chor with  the  other  flotilla  about  seventeen  miles  below  Elizabeth  City, 

February  10. — ^At  6.30  a.  m.  got  under  way  in  obedience  to  signal,  and 
stood  up  the  river,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla.     When  nearing  the 
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approaches  of  the  citj,  received  the  fire  of  a  rehel  battery  on  shore.  I  imme- 
diately manned  mj  port  battery,  and  kept  up  a  brisk  return  of  the  fire.  A 
steamer  and  schooner,  bearing  the  rebel  nag,  opened  fire  on  our  starboard  bow ; 
returned  their  fire  with  my  starboard  battery.  A  shell  from  the  enemy  passing 
through  both  my  boats,  rendered  them  entirely  unfit  for  service. 

Upon  signal  **  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,"  increased  the  speed,  and  fired 
several  brisk  broadsides  at  the  enemy's  battery.  A  shell  from  the  shore  pene- 
trated the  side  and  passed  through  the  magazine,  exploding  outside  the  screen 
on  the  berth-deck.  ^Several  of  the  powder  divisions  were  severely  scorched,  the 
protecting  bulkheads  were  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  forward  part  of  the  berth-deck 
set  on  fire  by  the  explosion.  Ordered  the  pumps  to  be  manned,  and  speedily 
got  the  fire  subdued.  In  forty  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
came  to  anchor  within  the  precincts  of  Elizabeth  City. 

I  take  pleasure  in  again  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  this  vessel,  and  particularly  I  desire  to  bring  imdcr  your  notice  the 
cool  intrepidity  and  thorough  practical  seamanship  displayed  by  master's  mate, 
J.  A.  J.  Brooks,  in  manoeuvring  this  vessel  while  under  the  hottest  of  the 
enemy's  fire ;  also  to  the  undaunted  presence  of  mind  of  the  gunner's  mate, 
John  Davis,  who,  while  at  his  station  in  the  magazine,  when  the  shell  pene- 
trated the  side  and  ignited  the  berth-deck,  as  above  reported,  did  cover  a  barrel 
of  powder  with  his  own  person,  thereby  preventing  an  explosion,  while  at  the 
same  time  passing  powder,  providing  for  the  gun  divisions  on  the  upper  deck. 

I  beg  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  casualties  during  the  day. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  C.  CHAPLIN,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  Sfc. 


United  States  Steamer  Morse, 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  I  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  during  the  engagement  of  the  10th  instant. 
At  7  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signals,  we  got  under  way.  Opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  with  shells,  at  a  distance  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  maintaining  a 
steady  fire  until  the  termination  of  the  engagement ;  after  which  a  few  fragments 
of  a  i»hrapnel  were  found  on  deck,  which,  with  a  shot  through  the  ensign,  were 
the  only  ones  received,  neither  killing  nor  wounding  any  person  on  board. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  throughout  with  the  utmost  bravery  and  cool- 
ness.    In  all,  thirteen  shell  and  one  shrapnel  were  expended. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

PETER  HAYS, 
Acting  Master  Commanding. 
Conmiander  S.  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  FlotiUn^  ic. 


United  States  Steamer  Lockwood, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  February  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  action  at  Eliza- 
beth City  on  the  10th  instant. 

At  9  a.  m.  engaged  the  enemy,  directing  my  fire  upon  their  armed  schooner 
until  her  crew  deserted  her,  when  I  baoled  across  the  river  towards  the  Fanny, 
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firing  shrapnel  and  volleys  of  musketry.  The  enemy  took  to  their  hoats,  (after 
setting  fire  to  their  vessel,)  and  retreated  under  a  heavy  fire.  I  boarded  as  soon 
as  possible  with  my  boats,  but  found  the  fire  too  much  spread  to  subdue ;  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  20  stand  of  arms.  Received  a  shot  through  our  smoke- 
stack, and  had  our  boat's  davits  unshipped  by  a  spent  sho  t ;  no  one  injured. 
The  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly.  Expended  8  rounds  of  80-pounder  ammu 
nition ;  4  rounds  of  howitzer  ditto ;  50  rounds  of  buck  and  ball  ditto. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  W.  GRAVES, 
Acting  M(i4ter  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  L.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Division, 


United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  N,  C,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  engaged  the  enemy  this  morning  at  8 .  20 ;  discovered  a  rebel  schoonar 
abandoned  and  fired,  mounting  two  32'8.  Not  being  able  to  extin^ish  the  fire* 
I  scuttled  her.  I  took  from  her  6  muskets;  12  boarding  pikes ;  books  and  papers 
of  the  rebel  paymaster. 

I  expended  during  the  action  six  shells.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly 
during  the  fight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Master  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  C  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla,  Sfc, 


United  States  Steamer  Shawsheen, 
Of  Elizabeth  City,  N,  C,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  steamer,  under  my  command,  at  the  attack  on 
Cobb's  Point  battery ;  also  on  a  fleet  of  rebel  gunboats  and  one  armed  schooner, 
stationed  near  by  to  support  said  battery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  thirteen  of  our  gunboats  were  at  ancbor 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Pasquotank  river,  having  anchored  there  the  preceding 
night.  At  6 .  30  a.  m.  a  sail  was  discovered  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
outside  of  the  fleet,  when  some  of  the  gunboats  gave  chase.  I  also  got  under 
way  and  stood  out  in  pursuit,  and,  seeing  her  running  for  the  land,  I  fired  a  shot 
across  her  bows,  whicn  brought  her  to,  when  the  Seymour,  being  in  advance  of 
the  other  boats,  took  her  in  tow.  She  proved  to  be  a  schooner  loaded  with 
wood.  I  immediately  stood  up  the  river  after  the  fleet,  which  had  got  under 
way,  and  was  proceeding  slowly  up  the  river  towards  Elizabeth  City.  I  soon 
overtook  them.  At  7 .  30  a.  m.  some  rebel  steamers  were  discovered  ahead,  ap- 
parently on  the  retreat.  At  8  a.  m.  came  in  sight  of  the  battery,  and  saw  the 
steamers  form  in  order  across  the  river  opposite.  Our  steamers  advanced  at  a 
medium  rate,  when,  being  within  about  two  miles  of  the  battery,  the  steamers 
and  armed  schooners  opened  fire  upon  our  fleet.  At  8 .  30  a.  m.  the  battery 
commenced  firing,  their  shot  reaching  our  steamers,  but  doing  no  injury,  when 
our  fleet  ran  up  within  good  range.  Signals  were  made  by  Commander  Rowan 
on  his  flag-ship,  the  Delaware,  to  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy,  and  fire  at  them  at 
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our  discretion,  vhen  all  the  steamers  went  ahead  at  ftill  speed,  and  opened  on 
the  enemy  a  well-directed  fire,  which  fire  was  repeated  in  quick  succession  as 
we  advanced.  Their  shot  and  shell  fell  rapidly  among  ua,  some  of  which  took 
effect,  hut  still  we  advanced  on  the  enemy,  which,  with  our  fire,  threw  them  mto 
confusion,  although  they  endeavored  to  make  an  ahle  resistance ;  hut  when  they 
discovered  our  intention  to  board,  their  men  left  their  guns,  their  steamers  were 
headed  towards  the  shore  and  some  of  them  set  on  fire — the  flag  on  the  fort's 
battery  was  hauled  down  and  it  deserted — when  our  leading  steamers  made  a 
most  gallant  manoeuvre  and  ran  them  aboard,  sinking  two,  capturing  one,  and 
the  schooner  was  set  on  fire  and  deserted.  I  was  running  for  the  steamer  Fanny, 
and  being  so  near  that  all  hands  were  ready  to  board  and  run,  using  muskets 
and  small  arms,  at  the  retreating  rebels,  who  waved  a  flag  in  defiance  at  us.  As 
we  ran  about  to  board  her,  discovered  her  to  be  on  fire,  and  was  ordered  to  back 
off  from  her  by  Commander  Rowan,  which  I  did,  and  followed  other  steamers 
in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  rebel  steamers,  which  was  making  her  escape  by  way 
of  the  canal.  After  chasing  her  some  way  up  the  canal,  the  chase  was  given 
up.  Some  of  our  steamers  went  up  to  the  wharf,  including  the  flag-ship  Dela- 
ware. One  new  gunboat  building  and  one  old  gunboat  repairing  were  set  on 
fire,  and  the  city  fired  in  several  places.  After  remaining  some  time  up  at  the 
city,  I  was  ordered  to  anchor  down  near  the  battery  on  Cobb's  Point,  which  I 
did,  as  did  all  the  fleet  soon  afterwards;  having  expended  10  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition for  forward  rifled  gun,  and  50  charges  small-arm  ammunition,  and  receiv- 
ing no  injury  throughout  the  engagement.  Permit  me  to  add  that  all  under  my 
command,  both  officers  and  crew,  worked  with  a  determined  will  worthy  of 
themselves  and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  Master  Commanding. 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Albemarle  Flotilla. 


United  States  Stbamer  Henry  Brinker, 

Off'  Roanoke  Island,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  vessel  under  my  com- 
mand in  the  engagement  at  Elizaberh  City  on  the  10th  instant. 

At  8  a.  m.  (the  enemy's  gunboats  being  in  sight)  was  in  the  position  assigned 
me  by  my  commander,  in  the  rear  of  the  first  division. 

Owing  to  my  position,  I  was  unable  to  fire  with  either  safety  to  our  own  ves- 
sels or  effect  on  the  enemy,  until  nearly  opposite  the  battery  on  Cobb's  Point, 
when  we  fired  three  shots  at  the  schooner  battery  on  the  northern  shore  of  the 
river.  The  schooner,  ceasing  to  fire,  approached  the  battery.  Had  fired  but 
four  shots  when  the  order  to  "  make  a  dash  at  the  enemy"  was  given  by  the 
flag-ship  Delaware.  Closed  in,  but  had  nO  opportunity  to  engage,  the  enemy 
being  completely  routed  by  the  vessels  in  advance.  Came  to  anchor  near  the 
bar,  above  Cobb's  Point,  and  awaited  orders. 

Ammunition  expended,  seven  rounds  ;  casualties,  none.  The  vessel  was  not 
struck  by  the  enemy's  shot.  My  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  their  usual 
gallantry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.» 

JOHN  E.  GIDDINGS, 

Acting  Master  Commanding, 

Commander  S.  0.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound, 
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United  States  Steamer  Oenbral  Putnam, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  proceedings  of  yesteidaTf  I 
regret  to  Bay  that,  owing  to  the  had  condition  of  our  hoiler,  and  coiiBei 
the  slowness  of  my  hoat,  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  a  part  in  the  x 
hut  rendered  assistance  in  getting  the  Ceres  and  her  prize  afloat,  they  d 
heing  ashore ;  then  steamed  up  to  the  city,  and  received  orders  to  anchor  he 

Sent  a  hoat  to  put  out  the  lire  of  the  armed  schooner,  hut  the  fire  was  too  or 
advanced  to  he  subdued.     Seeing  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  I  sent  a  hoat 
hrought  off  a  man,  who  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  which  was  buna. 
He  claims  to  be  a  pilot  through  all  the  waters  of  North  Carolina, 
Very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  HOTOHKISS, 

Acting  Master 9  Comimandmg, 
Lieutenant  Davenport, 

Commanding  Third  Division* 


List  oj  casualties  off  Elizabeth  City. 
united  states  steamer  valley  city. 

Wounded, — Thomas  J.  Daniels,  pilot,  severely;  Thomas  Doyle,  ordinarj 
seaman,  severely;  John  Lahey,  nurse,  slightly;  James  A.  Young,  officers'  cook, 

severely. 

united  states  steamer  underwriter. 
Wounded, — James  Matthews,  master-at-arms,  slightly. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CERES. 

Wounded. — Timothy  Dacey,  ordinary  seamen,  slightly. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  PERRY. 

Killed, — Frederick  Wicrland,  seaman;  Thomas  O 'Mara,  private,  company  A, 
fourth  regiment  Rhode   Island  volunteers.     Wounded.^^Aeaxj  O.  Webster, 

acting  master's  mate,  slightly. 

Recapitulation, — Killed,  2 ;  wounded,  7. 


ORDER. 

United  States  Steamer  Delaware, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  February  11,  1862. 

The  commander  of  the  flotilla  in  Albemarle  sound  avails  himself  of  the 
earliest  moment  to  make  a  public  acknowledgment  of  the  coolness,  gallantly, 
and  skill  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  in  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  enemy's  battery  and  squadron  at  Cobb's  Point.  The 
strict  observance  of  the  plan  of  attack,  and  the  steady  but  onward  course  of  the 
ships,  without  returning  a  shot  until  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  fbitv 
excited  the  admiration  of  our  enemies. 

The  undersigned  is  particularly  gratified  at  the  evidence  of  the  high  dis* 
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cipline  of  tlie  crews  in  refraining  from  trespassing  in  the  slightest  degree  upon 
the  private  property  of  defenceless  people  in  a  defenceless  town.  The  generous 
offer  to  go  on  snore  and  extinguish  the  flames  applied  hy  the  torch  of  a  yandal 
Boldiery  to  the  houses  of  their  own  defenceless  women  and  children  is  a  striking 
evidence  of  the  justness  of  our  cause,  and  must  have  its  effect  in  teaching  our 
deluded  countrymen  a  lesson  in  humanity  and  civilization. 

S.  0.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Flotilla,  Albemarle  Sound. 


Capture  of  Fort  Macon, 


United  States  Steamer  Daylight, 

Beaufort  Harbor,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Fort  Macon  is  ours,  after  one 
day's  bombardment,  in  which  the  gunboats  under  my  command  participated. 
Our  lo88  is  one  engineer,  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  round  shot,  or  rather  the 
splinten*,  the  shot  entering  our  starboard  quarter,  and  lodging  in  the  opposite 
side  ot  the  ship.  The  army  had  one  killed  and  two  wounded,  I  hear.  Par- 
ticulars of  our  part  in  the  capture  hereafter. 
In  haste,  yours,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  LOCKWOOD, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-Officcr  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Com*d*g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


United  States  Propeller  Daylight, 

Beaufort  Harbor,  April  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  instant,  our  batteries  on 
shore  being  in  position,  Are  was  opened  about  6  a.  m.  on  Fort  Macon.  On  its 
being  reported,  I  got  under  way  and  steamed  towards  the  other  blockading 
ve«j»el»,  making  signals  for  them  to  get  under  way,  to  prepare  for  action,  and 
form  in  line  ahead.  When  within  range,  as  near  as  the  shoals  allowed  us  to  ap- 
proach, the  Daylight  opened  fire,  followed  in  succession  by  the  State  of  Georgia, 
Commander  James  F.  Armstrong ;  the  gunboat  Chippewa,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing A.  Bryson,  and  the  bark  Gemsbok,  Acting  Lieutenant  Edward  Cavendy. 
The  three  steamers  kept  under  way,  steaming  around  in  a  circle,  delivering 
their  fire  as  they  came  within  range  at  a  mile  and  a  quarter  distant  from  the 
fort ;  the  bark  anchored.  AfVer  firing  a  number  of  rounds  of  shot  and  shell, 
finding  that  the  sea,  from  a  southwest  wind  blowing  on  shore,  caused  the  vessels 
to  roll  t«o  quick  and  deep  as  to  render  our  guns  almost  unmanageable,  to  affect 
our  rang(^  and  the  accuracy  of  our  aim,  I  reluctantly  withdrew,  after  being  en- 
gaged about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  hoping  that  the  wind  and  sea  would  subside 
BO  as  to  enable  us  to  renew  our  firing  in  the  afternoon.  I  the  more  readily 
adopted  that  course,  as  we  did  not  contemplate  to  be  continuously  engaged,  but 
to  occasionally  open  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  we  expected  would  hold  out  for 
several  days.  The  wind  and  sea  increasing  rendered  the  renewal  of  the  engage- 
meat  impracticable  that  afternoon  by  the  gunboats.  Towards  evening  a  flag  of 
truce  W2is  displayed  from  the  fort,  which  passed  into  our  possession  the  follow- 
ing morning,  and  we  heartily  cheered  the  reappearance  of  our  old  flag  over  the 
ramparts  of  Fort  Macon  about  10  a.  m.,  April  26,  1862. 

On  entering  the  post  I  had  an  interview  with  Major  General  Bnmside,  and 
we  jointly  signed  the  terms  of  €apitalatioii  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  forces. 
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We  expended  nearly  one-half  of  our  fifteen-second  fused  shells,  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  with  good  eflfect ;  and  our  time  of  attack  was  most  opportune,  as  we  drew 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  an  important  land  battery,  which  enabled  our  forces 
to  repair  damages  caused  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  enemy  thereon.  The 
fire  of  the  enemy  on  the  vessels  from  guns  of  greater  range  was  excellent.  Their 
shot  and  shell  fell  around  us  in  every  direction.  Many  good  line  shots  passed 
just  over  and  beyond  us  as  we  successively  passed  their  line  of  fire,  and  we 
were  exceedingly  fortunate  in  receiving  so  little  damage.  The  Daylight  was 
struck  by  an  8-inch  solid  shot  on  the  starboard  quarter,  below  the  spar  deck, 
passing  through  several  bulkheads  and  the  deck  below  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  vessel  in  the  engine  room,  about  six  inches  above  the  machinery,  among 
which  it  dropped.  A  splinter  fractured  the  small  bone  of  the  right  forearm  of 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Eugene  J.  Wade,  and  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  this  was  the  only  casualty  that  occurred. 

I  am  informed  that  our  forces  on  shore  had  one  killed  and  two  wounded,  and 
that  the  enemy  had  eight  killed  and  twenty  wounded.  It  is  remarkable  that 
80  important  a  victory  should  have  been  achieved  with  so  little  loss  of  life,  par- 
ticularly as  the  interior  of  the  fort  was  literally  covered  with  the  fragments  of 
bombs  and  shells,  and  many  of  their  guns  disabled. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  several  commanders,  and  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  commend  the  gallantry  of  all. 

I  am,  sir,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  SAMUEL  LOCKWOOD, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present* 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

K  <S.  Flag' Ship  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


United  States  Steamer  State  op  Georgia, 

Of  Fort  Mccon,  N.  C,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand,  herewith,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  am- 
munition expended  during  the  action  of  yesterday. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  well  directed,  their  shot  and  shell  falling  thick 
and  fast  around  us,  one  passing  through  the  American'  ensi^  at  the  peak. 
While  making  the  circle,  under  the  fire  of  the  fort,  we  touched  Dottom  slightly, 
without  damage.  The  coolness  and  spirit  displayed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of 
this  vessel  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  F.  ARMSTRONG,  Commander. 
Captain  Samuel  Lockwood, 

Commander  and  tSenior  Offi^cer,  off  Fort  Macon,  North  Carolina. 


United  States  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Beaufort,  April  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  an  account  of 
the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  at  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Macon  on  the  25th 
instant. 

In  accordance  with  your  signal  we  got  under  way  at  8  o'clock,  and  followiii|^ 
in  line  stood  in  for  the  fort.  I  am  sui-prised  that  our  firing  should  have  been 
so  accurate,  when  I  take  into  consideration  the  rolling  of  the  vessel.  At  times 
the  muzzle  of  our  eleven-inch  pivot  gun  was  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the 
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water.     During  the  time  we  were  in  the  engagement  we  fired  twelve  rounds 
from  the  eleven-inch  gun,  and  ten  from  the  twenty-pound  Parrott. 

The  phell  from  the  fort  passed  through  our  rigging  and  exploded  all  around 
us,  but  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured ;  neither  did  the 
hull  or  rigging  receive  the  slightest  damage.  Both  officers  and  men,  few  of 
whom  had  ever  been  under  fire  before,  behaved  with  the  greatest  poolness  and 
bravery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRYSON,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  Samuel  Lockwood,  Senior  Officer  present. 


United  States  Steamer  Gemsbok, 
Of  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  statement  of  the  part 
this  vessel  took  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Macon,  between  the  hours  of  8  and 
10  a.  m.  on  the  above  date. 

Agreeably  to  signal  from  my  senior  officer  I  prepared  the  ship  ready  for  action ; 
at  7.55  perceived  signal  to  get  underway  to  the  fort  and  to  open  fire;  at  8 hove 
up  anchor  and  stood  in  toward  Fort  Macon,  and  anchored  close  in  to  the  breakers, 
in  four  fathoms  water,  distant  one  mile  (large  distance)  from  the  fort.  Imme- 
diately opened  fire,  and  continued  firing  until  the  flag-ship  stood  off,  when  I 
hove  up  anchor  and  stood  for  the  anchorage.  Fired  twenty-eight  shot  and  shell 
at  the  fort.  Having  but  a  small  quiintity  of  long  range  fases  that  would  reach 
the  fort,  1  was  compelled  to  use  hollow  shell  and  shot  instead. 

During  the  time  the  ship  was  in  action  several  shot  and  shell  came  very  near 
us;  only  one,  however,  did  any  damage,  that  Ciirrying  away  the  forward  star- 
board main  topmast  backstay  ten  feet  from  the  deck ;  also  carrying  away  the 
main  topfiail  halliards  and  main  brace. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CAVENDY,  Commanding  Gemshok, 

Sa.mtrl  Lockwood, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Daylight, 


United  States  Steamer  Ellis, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C„  April  26,  1862. 

Sill :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  to  you  the  following  report : 
Fort  Macon  surrendered  after  being  bombarded  for  ten  hours.  In  my  letter 
of  the  2.'{d  instant  to  you  I  mentioned  the  superior  range  of  the  fort's  guns  and 
my  inability  to  reach  it  at  two  mih'S,  even  with  the  increased  charge  of  eight 
pounds.  On  Friday,  the  morning  of  the  attack,  the  wind  was  fresh  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  making  sufficient  sea  to  render  my  fire  very  uncer- 
tain, and  to  endanger  the  vessel  on  the  shoals.  These  circumstances,  and  the 
poor  r.inge  of  my  gun,  decided  me  not  to  engage  with  the  Ellis ;  so  I  was 
oblig<'d  to  content  myself  with  offering  the  services  of  my  people,  to  assist  at 
the  guns  on  the  canal  boats.  Mr.  Porter  worked  one  for  a  short  time,  but  or- 
ders soon  came  to  stop  it,  and  when  the  firing  ceased  we  were  engaged  in 
sounding  out  a  better  position  for  them. 

Ver}'  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  FRANKLIN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Ellis, 
lo     S.  C.  Rowan, 

iing  V,  S,  naval  forces  in  North  Carolina, 

^9 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser^s  report  of  ohstructian  of  the  Albemarle  and 

Chesapeake  canal,  April  23  and  24,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Finding  that  the  army  had  failed  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  landed  near  Elizabeth  City,  and  having  returned  to  its  post  without  ac- 
complishing either  the  destruction  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  canals,  I  resolved 
to  undertake  it  with  the  navy;  I  accordingly  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant  Coni- 
manding  Flusser,  and  furnished  him  with  all  the  means  he  required;  he  accom- 
plished the  work  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  in  his  usual  able  and  energetic 
manner.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser 's  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  this  place  on  the  23d  instant,  in  the 
Lockwood,  with  the  Whitehead,  and  Putnam  in  company,  each  with  an 
officer  and  a  detachment  of  men  on  board ;  the  Lockwood  towing  the  wreck- 
ing schooner  Emma  31ade,  with  the  apparatus  for  blowing  up  &e  banks,  to 
block  up  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  canal. 

At  the  mouth  of  North  river  we  were  joined  by  the  Shawsheen,  having 
in  tow  a  schooner  which  had  been  sent  the  day  before  to  Roanoke  island  to  be 
filled  with  sand. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  fifty  men  were  landed  on  each  bank,  while  a 
launch  with  a  heavy  12-pounder  was  sent  up  the  canal,  and  with  this  force  we 
moved  up  two  miles,  examining  the  banks  to  find  the  best  place  for  operations. 

I  concluded  to  place  the  obstruction  near  the  mouth,  that  the  men  while  at 
work  might  be  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  steamers,  and  the  enemy  be  pre- 
vented from  removing  it. 

The  schooner  was  sunk  just  inside  of  the  canal,  and  with  brush,  BtompSy 
rails,  trunks  of  heavy  trees,  and  earth,  the  passage  was  obstructed  from  tae 
schooner  about  fifty  yards  above.  We  were  occupied  from  noon  till  simset 
of  the  23d,  and  from  7.30  a.  m.  till  half  an  hour  after  sunset  of  the  24th.  Earth 
was  thrown  in  by  hand  from  each  bank  as  far  as  could  be,  but  we  had  no  wheel- 
barrows to  carry  it  to  the  middle. 

Professor  Maillefert,  of  the  New  York  Submarine  Engineer  Company,  and 
his  assistants  were  of  great  service  to  me;  indeed,  I  was  mostly  governed  by  his 
advice,  as  he  is  more  familiar  with  this  sort  of  work  than  I  am.  He  is  of 
opinion  that  it  will  require  two  or  three  months*  labor,  with  a  dredging  machine* 
to  remove  what  we  have  placed  in  a  day  and  a  half.  He  says  it  will  be  easier 
and  cheaper  to  cut  a  new  outlet  than  to  remove  the  obstruction. 

The  reoels  have,  I  think,  no  thought  of  using  that  canal,  as  they  have  them- 
selves been  obstructing  it  above  and  below  the  bridge. 
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It  would  be  well  to  send  a  steamer  there  daily  until  the  timber  is  water-soaked 
and  sunk. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutefiant  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Naval  Forces,  inner  ivaters  of  North  Carolina. 


Commander  Smith  to  Flag  Officer  Goldshorough,  ahout  the  capture  of  York- 
town  and  assistance  rendered  General  McClellan. 

United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Yorktown,  Fe/.,  May  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  About  7  o'clock  yesterday  morning  we  saw  an  American  ensign  float- 
ing over  one  of  the  rebel  redoubts  at  Yorktown,  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
I  received  from  General  McClellan  a  'telegraphic  despatch  saying,  "  Yorktown 
is  in  our  possession,  please  come  up  and  help  us  in  communicating  with  Glou- 
cestre,"  and  requesting  me  to  send  some  of  the  boats  up  York  river  to  recon- 
noitre and  seize  schooners. 

The  squadron  was  immediately  under  way  and  stood  up  the  river.  When 
near  Gloucester  Point  I  sent  blaster  Whitehead,  of  this  ship,  to  hoist  the 
American  flag  at  that  place.  I  then  despatched  the  Corwin,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Phelps,  and  Currituck,  Acting  Master  Shankland,  to  reconnoitre  up 
Y'ork  river,  to  the  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles ;  the  other  vessels  anchored 
at  this  place. 

We  found  only  one  small  schooner,  which  had  been  abandoned.  All  ojher 
vessels  had  gone  up  the  river ;  some  few  were  still  in  sight,  but  af!  a  considerable 
distance. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  received  a  despatch  from  General  McClellan  requesting  me  to 
send  two  boats  to  reconnoitre  as  far  up  as  West  Point,  and  let  the  rest  escort 
Franklin's  division,  which  was  to  go  by  water.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Patterson,  in  the  Chocura,  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  West  Point, 
taking  with  him  the  Corwin,  (which  had  not  yet  returned,)  and  to  send  back 
the  Currituck. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  Currituck  rctomed,  and  her  commander  reported  that  he  had 
been  about  twelve  miles  up  the  river ;  that  Bigelow's  wharf,  ten  miles  above, 
was  burning,  and  he  had  not  seen  any  batteries  on  the  banks.  Just  as  the  Cur- 
rituck returned  I  received  a  despatch  from  General  McClellan,  saying  that  it 
was  of  the  first  importance  that  some  of  the  boats  should  hurry  up  and  destroy 
the  transportation.  I  therefore  despatched  the  Currituck,  with  orders  to  go  up 
the  river  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Pamunkey  river, 
and  then  telegraphed  to  General  McClellan  to  inform  him  what  I  had  done. 

At  4  p.  m.  I  received  another  despatch  from  General  McClellan,  requesting 
me  not  to  bum  the  bridge,  but  to  save  it  if  possible.  I  immediately  despatcheq 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Henry,  in  the  Sebago,  up  the  river,  with  orders  when 
he  should  meet  the  Corwin  returning  here  to  send  her  back  in  pursuit  of  the 
Currituck,  and  prevent  the  burning  of  the  bridge. 

At  8  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Patterson,  in  the  Chocura,  returned  and 
reported  that  he  had  been  to  West  Point ;  that  he  had  not  found  any  batteries 
or  soldiers  at  that  place,  nor  at  any  other  point  on  the  river,  but  found  a  white 
flag  flying  there,  and  saw  white  flags  flying  at  many  places  as  he  went  up  the 
river.     I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  report. 

At  0.30  p.  m.  Lieatenant  Commanding  Henry,  in  the  Sebago,  retomcd,  hav- 
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ing  met  the  Corwin  and  sent  her  in  pursuit  of  the  Currituck.  The  Sebago 
towed  down  a  small  schooner  and  launch  captured  by  the  Corwin,  having  on 
board  four  deserters  from  the  rebel  camp  ana  five  men  belonging  to  small  ves- 
sels in  the  transport  service,  all  of  whom  had  given  themselves  up  to  the 
steamer,  and  whom  I  have  to-day  transferred  to  the  provost  marshal ;  also  ten 
negroes  who  had  given  themselves  up,  and  whom  I  have  transferred  to  Colonel 
Engles,  at  Yorktown. 

This  forenoon  General  Franklin's  division  are  arriving  and  anchoring  here, 
preparatory  to  a  start  up  the  river  to-morrow  morning.  We  will  accompany 
them.     The  Corwin  and  Currituck  have  not  yet  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SMITH, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  JVac/tusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Chocura, 

Of  Yorktovm,  Fa.,  May  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  mora- 
ing,  I  left  Gloucester  Point  at  noon,  and  at  1.30  was  joined  by  Lieut.  Com- 
manding Thomas  S.  Phelps,  in  the  Corwin. 

We  proceeded  up  York  river,  prepared  for  action,  but  found  every  house  de- 
serted, apparently,  except  by  females  and  negroes.  A  white  flag  was  displayed 
as  we  approached. 

Bigelow's  wharf  we  found  burning  at  each  end,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
from  two  buildings,  hospital  flags  were  flying.  Zantzinger's  wood  and  coal 
wharf,  above  Bigelow's  and  on  the  opposite  side,  is  destroyed  in  several  places. 

On  reaching  West  Point  the  narrow,  intricate  channel  and  shoal  water  pre*- 
vented  my  approaching,  and  it  was  too  late  to  do  so  in  boats ;  but  I  could  easily 
distinguish  the  frames  of  two  vessels,  (apparently  intended  for  gunboats,)  on 
fire  and  partially  consumed. 

Near  the  point  is  a  small  water  battery  with  three  embrasures,  which  was  de- 
serted, and,  I  think,  without  any  armament.  Here,  also,  a  white  flag  was  dis- 
played. 

There  are  no  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  nor  batteries  on  its 
banks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  PATTERSON, 
Lieutenant  Cmnmanding. 

Commander  W.  Smith, 

United  States  Steamer  Wdckusett,  off  Yorktown^  Va. 


Flag' Officer  Goldsborough  reports  sending  three  vessels  up  James  river  and 

shelling  SewalVs  Point j  May  8,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads^  Va,,  May  9,  18G2. 

Sir  :  The  Galena,  Aroostook,  and  Port  Royal  (by  direction  of  the  President 
for  me  to  detail  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  for  the  purpose)  went  up  Jamee 
river  early  yesterday  morning. 

Also,  by  direction  of  the  President,  our  vessels  shelled  SewalFs  Point  yeeter- 
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day,  mainly  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  landing  a  body 
of  troops  thereabouts.  The  Merrimack  came  out,  but  was  even  more  cautious 
than  ever.  The  Monitor  was  kept  well  in  advance,  and  so  that  the  Merrimack 
could  have  engaged  her  without  diflSculty  had  she  been  so  disposed,  but  she 
declined  to  do  it,  and  soon  returned  and  anchored  under  SewalVs  Point.  The 
Jamestown  arrived  here  yesterday.  Her  condition  is  such  that  I  shall  have  to 
despatch  her  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

The  Cayuga  also  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  Mississippi  river  with  de- 
spatches, and  left  for  New  York  in  the  evening.  The  St.  Lawrence  sailed  this 
morning  for  Key  West. 

In  all  there  are  now  seven  of  our  vessels  up  the  York  river,  and  three  of  them 
up  the  James  river.  Could  I  have  exercised  my  own  judgment,  I  should  have 
withdrawn  some  from  the  York  river,  and  thus  increased  the  number  of  those 
sent  up  the  James. 

Our  vessels  up  the  James  river  were  no  doubt  engaged  for  several  hours  during 
yesterday,  but  whether  with  the  enemy's  vessels  or  with  one  of  his  forts  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  we  have  not  yet  ascertained.  All  the  enemy's  gunboats 
that  were  at  Norfolk,  eight  in  number,  including  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown, 
are  up  the  James  river,  and  our  three  vessels  must  be  this  side  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer  commanding  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


[Telegram.] 

Flag' Officer  Goldshorough  to  the  President  of  tlie  United  States, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads^  Fa.,  May  9,  18G2. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  a  communication  just  received  from  the  Hon.  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  instnictions  I  gave  yesterday  to  the 
officers  commanding  the  several  vessels  detailed  to  open  fire  upon  Sewall's  Point 
were :  that  the  object  of  the  move  was  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  landing 
a  body  of  tronps  thereabouts,  and  to  reduce  the  works  if  it  could  be  done ;  that 
the  woodon  vessels  should  attack  the  principal  works  in  enfilade,  and  that  the 
Monitor,  to  be  accompanied  by  the  Stevens,  should  go  up  as  far  as  the  wreck, 
and  there  operate  in  front  on  the  Merrimack's  appearance  outside  of  the  wrecks. 

The  Monitor  had  orders  to  fall  back  into  fair  channel  way  and  only  to  engage 
her  seriously  in  such  a  position  that  this  ship,  together  with  the  merchant  vessels 
intended  for  the  purpose,  could  run  her  down,  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself. 
The  other  vessels  were  not  to  hesitate  to  run  her  down,  and  the  Baltimore,  an 
unarmed  steamer  of  light  draught,  high  speed,  and  with  a  curved  bow,  was  kept 
in  the  direction  of  the  Monitor  expressly  to  throw  herself  across  the  Merrimack, 
either  forward  or  aft  of  her  plated  house;  but  the  Merrimack  did  not  engage  the 
Monitor,  nor  did  she  place  herself  where  she  could  have  been  assailed  by  our 
ram  vessels  to  any  advantage,  or  where  there  was  any  prespect  whatever  of 
getting  at  her. 

My  instnictions  were  necessarily  verbal,  and  in  giving  them  I  supposed  that 
I  was  carrying  out  your  wishes  in  substance,  if  not  to  the  letter.  The  demon- 
stration resulted  in  establishing  the  fact  that  the  number  of  guns  at  the  principal 
work  on  Sewall's  Point  has  been  essentially  reduced,  and  is  not  greater  now 
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than  about  seventeen,  and  that  the  number  of  men  now  stationed  there  is  com- 
paratively quite  limited.  The  quarters  connected  with  this  work  were  set  on 
fire  by  our  shells,  and  no  doubt  seriously  injured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Com.  Naval  Blockading  Squadron, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Flag- Officer  Goldshorough  reports  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimack,  do. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  surrender  of  Norfolk  by  its  civil  authorities,  day  before  yesterday, 
to  the  forces  of  our  army  under  General  Wool,  which  landed  at  Willoughby's 
Point,  nothing  but  the  city  itself  was  given  up.  Early  yesterday  morning  I 
witnessed  an  awful  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Craney  island,  and  inferred  im- 
mediately that  either  the  works  on  that  island  or  the  Merrimack  had  been  blown 
up.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  an  officer  from  the  guardship  Dakota  came  on 
board  and  informed  me  that  the  Merrimack  no  longer  existed,  for  from  the  Dakota 
they  had  seen  her  blown  to  pieces.  Supposing  from  this  that  Craney  island  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  exterior  defences  of  Norfolk  were  about  to  be  abandoned,  or,  if 
not,  that  they  might  be  subdued,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Monitor,  Stevens, 
Susquehanna,  Dakota,  Seminole,  San  Jacinto,  and  Mount  Vernon  to  get  under 
way,  and  gave  them  such  orders  as  I  judged  necessary  in  the  premises.  Before 
they  could  get  oflf,  however,  I  had  despatched  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  in  a 
tug  to  proceed  off  SewalPs  Point,  and  as  far  above  it  as  he  could  get  with  safety, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  things.  He  landed  at  Sewall's  Point 
and  hoisted  our  flag  on  the  works,  which  he  found  had  been  abandoned,  but  the 
guns  were  not  spiked.  Commander  Case,  captain  of  the  fleet,  went  on  to  Craney 
island  in  another  tug,  and  there  hauled  down  two  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  our  own 
in  their  places.  Our  ships  proceeded  on  to  Norfolk  unmolested,  and  there  the 
Susquehanna,  Seminole,  Dakota,  and  San  Jacinto  now  lie,  immediately  off  the 
town,  and  in  close  proximity  with  it. 

The  Monitor  and  Stevens  have  both  gone  up  the  James  river,  with  orders 
from  me  to  reduce  all  the  works  of  the  enemy  as  they  go  along,  spike  all  their 
guns,  blow  up  all  their  magazines,  and  then  get  up  to  Ilichmond,  all  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  shell  the  city  to  a  surrender. 

"With  the  above  works  reduced,  I  can  keep  our  vessels  supplied  with  coal,  ord- 
nance stores,  provisions,  &c.,  without  difficulty. 

I  intended  to  have  discharged  to-day  the  Arago,  Illinois,  and  Ericsson,  but 
the  President  ordered  me  not  to  do  it  until  I  should  be  written  to  upon  the  sab* 
ject  from  Washington,  and  gave  mc  his  orders  why  he  wished  those  vessels  to 
be  longer  detained. 

I  accompanied  the  President  and  Secretaries  Chase  and  Stanton  yesterday  to 
Norfolk,  on  board  the  Baltimore,  but  I  did  not  return  with  the  party. 

,  In  the  afternoon  I  visited  the  navy  yard  and  went  all  over  it.  It  was  still 
burning  in  very  many  places.  Nearly  everything  is  destroyed.  Of  the  build- 
ings the  officers'  quarters  alone  remained  intact.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
iron  tanks,  however,  apparently  in  perfect  condition,  a  good  deal  of  mast  and 
other  timber,  a  number  of  old  and  generally  worthless  gun.'«,  and  considerable 
machinery  of  one  kind  or  another.  The  dock  gates  are  all  destroyed,  and  the 
pier  ends  connected  with  the  gates  have  been  blown  up  to  a  partial  degree,  but 
otherwise  the  dock  itself  seems  uninjured. 
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The  President  said  to  me  verbally  that  he  wished  all  the  guns  at  the  forts  and 
dock  yards  to  be  removed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  unless  he  should  think  proper 
to  communicate  to  you  otherwise,  I  presume  I  am  to  have  this  work  done. 

On  returning  from  Norfolk  I  left  our  naval  forces  there  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Lardner,  an  officer  in  whose  discretion  and  good  sense  I  have  great  con- 
fidence. I  gave  him  frdl  directions  as  to  intercourse,  &c.,  with  the  shore ;  but  I 
shall  have  to  go  there  again  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  for  several  days  after- 
wards, on  matters  of  importance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer i  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Flag' Officer  Goldshorough  encloses  reports  of  engagement  with  fort  on  Ward's 

or  Drury^s  Bluff,  eight  miles  from  Riclimond. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Susquehanna, 

James  River,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  an  engagement 
which  took  place  on  the  i5th  instant  between  our  vessels  up  this  river  and  a 
fort  of  the  enemy  on  Ward's  or  Drury's  Bluff,  which  fort  is  at  the  obstructions 
that  have  been  placed  in  the  river,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond. 

The  Stevens  went  to  Norfolk  last  night  to  carry  seven  of  the  wounded  to  the 
hospital ;  thence  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads.  The  force  now  up  this  river 
consists  of  the  Wachnsett,  Galena,  Monitor,  Maratanza,  Aroostook,  Port  Royal, 
and  the  tug  Dragon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

^  L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag'  Officer,  Commd'g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


^      United  States  Steamer  Galena, 
Off  City  Point,  James  River,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  the  Aroostook,  the  Monitor, 
and  Port  Royal,  with  the  Naugatuck,  moved  up  the  river  yesterday,  getting 
aground  several  times,  but  meeting  no  artificial  impediments  until  we  annved  at 
Ward's  Bluff,  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond,  where  we  encountered  a  heavy 
battery  and  two  separate  barriers,  formed  of  piles  and  steamboats  and  sail  ves- 
sels. The  pilots  both  say  that  they  saw  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown  among 
the  number. 

The  banks  of  the  river  we  found  lined  with  rifle  pits,  from  which  sharp- 
shooters annoyed  the  men  at  the  guns.  These  would  hinder  all  removal  of  od- 
stnictions,  unless  driven  away  by  a  land  force. 

The  Galena  ran  witliin  almost  six  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  as  near  the 
piles  as  it  was  deemed  proper  to  go,  let  go  her  anchor,  and  with  a  spring  swung 
across  the  stream,  not  more  than  twice  as  wide  as  the  ship  is  long.  Then,  at 
7.4/>  a.  m.,  opened  fire  upon  the  battery. 

The  wooden  vessels,  as  directed,  anchored  about  thirteen  hundred  yards  be- 
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low.  The  Monitor  anchored  near,  and  at  9  o'clock  she  passed  just  above  the 
Galena,  but  found  that  her  guns  could  not  be  elevated  enough  to  reach  the  bat- 
tery.    She  then  dropped  a  little  below  us,  and  made  her  shots  effective. 

At  five  minutes  after  eleven  o'clock  the  Galena  had  expended  nearly  all  her 
ammunition,  and  I  made  signal  to  discontinue  the  action.  We  had  but  six  Par- 
rott  charges,  and  not  a  single  filled  nine-inch  shell.  We  had  thirteen  killed 
and  eleven  wounded. 

The  rifled  one  hundred-pound  Parrott  of  the  Naugatuck  burst,  half  of  the 
part  abaft  the  trunnions  going  overboard.     She  is  therefore  disabled. 

The  Galena  and  Monitor  can,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  silence  the  bat- 
tery at  Hardin's  Bluff.  The  result  of  our  experiment  with  the  Galena  I  en- 
close. We  demonstrated  that  she  is  not  shot  proof.  Balls  came  through,  and 
many  men  were  killed  with  fragments  of  her  own  iron.  One  fairly  penetrated 
just  above  the  water-line,  and  exploded  in  the  steerage.  The  greater  part  of 
the  balls,  however,  at  the  water-line,  after  breaking  the  iron,  stuck  in  the  wood. 
The  port  side  is  much  injured — knees,  planks,  and  timbers  started.  No  shot 
penetrated  the  spar  deck,  but  in  three  places  are  large  holes — one  of  them  a 
yard  long  and  about  eight  inches  wide,  made  by  a  shot  which,  in  glancing,  coni- 
pletely  broke  through  the  deck,  killing  several  men  with  fragments  of  the  deck 
plating.  The  Galena  should  be  repaired  before  sending  her  to  sea.  I  would 
suggest  the  Washington  navy  yard,  since  so  many  people  there  have  an  interest 
in  iron  plating,  and  she  so  well  shows  the  effect  of  various  shot.  No  gun  is 
disabled,  but  we  need  ammunition. 

On  James  river  an  army  can  be  landed  within  ten  miles  of  Richmond,  on 
cither  bank.  We  command  City  Point,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  a  land 
force  in  an  advance  upon  Petersburg.  In  going  up  James  river,  above  this 
point,  it  will  be  desirable  to  protect  the  crow  from  sharp  shooters  upon  the  river. 
They  annoyed  us.  To  command  important  points,  and  prevent  the  reoccupa- 
tion  of  old  Fort  Powhattan,  at  Hood's,  more  vessels  are  needed.  Some  should 
continually  pass  up  and  down  the  river,  to  prevent  the  erection  of  new  batteries. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  cool  courage  of  the  officers  and  crew. 
Lieutenant  Newman,  the  executive  officer,  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallant  and 
effective  services.  Mr.  Washbume,  acting  master,  behaved  admirably.  These 
are  selected  from  among  the  number. 

The  Aroostook,  Port  Royal,  and  Naugatuck  took  the  stations  previously 
assigned  them,  and  did  everything  that  was  possible.  The  Monitor  could  not 
have  done  better. 

The  barrier  is  such  that  vessels  of  the  enemy,  even  if  they  had  any,  probably 
cannot  pass  out;  ours  cannot  pass  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,^ 
Commander  United  States  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLUSBOROunii, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

Near  City  Point,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  ropoii;  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  action  at  Ward's  Bluff,  near  Richmond,  M:iy  l/>,  1862: 

United  States  steamer  Galena, — Killed:  Thos.  Ready,  captain  forotop;  James 
H.  Weber,  third  class  boy ;  Michael  Mancy,  landsman ;  ^lartin  Milbery,  lands* 
man;  John  Smith,  ordinary  seaman ;  Robert  Boyd,  ordinary- seaman;  Richard 
A.  Adams,  seaman ;  John  Quig  and  William  II.  Horton,  ordinary  seamen ;  John 
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Russell,  landsman;  Joseph  Johnson,  private  marine;  Jared  D.  Boornm,  gun 
ner;  David  Patterson,  landsman.     Wounded:  John  O'Conner,  third  class  boy 
burned  and  wound  of  ankle  joint;  William  Stevens,  seaman,  not  seriously 
George  McDonnel,  seaman,  slightly;  Thomas  Finnigan,  seaman,  arm  seriously 
injured;  Henry  Watson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  William  Harrison,  lands- 
man, slightly;  Thomas  Clark,  landsman,  slightly;  Diedrich  Yissar,  seaman, 
slightly;  Andrew  McCleary,  acting  master's  mate,  not  seriously;  Owen  Doherty, 
coal-heaver,  mortally ;  Frederick  W.  Johnson,  first  class  boy,  not  seriously. 

Port  Royal, — Wounded :  George  Morris,  commander,  flesh  wound  of  right 
leg. 

Xaugatuck. — Wounded:   James   Wilton,  musket  shot,  not  serious;   Peter 
Dixon,  not  seriously. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RANSFORD  E.  VAN  GIESON, 


Commander  John  Rodgbrs. 


Assistant  Surgeon  U,  S,  Steamer  Galena. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena, 
Off  City  Point,  James  River,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  condition  of  this  ship's  hull : 

On  the  port  side  her  bulwarks,  between  ports  Nos.  5  and  6,  are  started  in 
about  an  inch,  and  the  timbers  broken.  Thirteen  shot  and  shell  have  perforated 
her  side,  splintering  considerably.  Forward  of  No.  1  port  the  bulwarks  are 
badly  shattered.  Several  han^ng  knees  are  started  off  from  side  and  spar  deck 
beams ;  many  seams  are  opened  in  the  side,  and  the  gun  deck,  beneath  the  gims, 
will  require  caulking. 

In  forward  room  of  wardroom  the  hanging  knee  is  started  about  2J  inches, 
and  the  side  injured.  In  forward  part  of  steerage  a  shell  perforated  the  side 
and  started  the  hanging  knee  about  two  inches.  In  after  room  a  diagonal  knee 
is  slightly  started,  and  the  air  port  stove  in.  In  the  coal  bunkers  the  side  is 
also  injured. 

On  spar  deck  several  glancing  shot  have  made  indentations  in  the  iron  plates 
and  broken  deck  planks;  in  two  instances  aperatures,  about  18  inches  by  4 
inches,  have  been  made.  The  hammock-netting  is  shattered ;  the  wheel  is  in- 
jured, one  boat  davit  gone,  and  several  awning  and  rail  stanchions.  The  armor 
is  started  from  the  stem,  also  at  the  junction  of  the  bars  on  the  stem,  and  on 
the  8tarl)oard  quarter,  near  port  No.  8. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  NEWMAN, 

Executive  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  United  btates  naval  forces  in  James  River, 


United  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Monitor, 

James  Rivtr,  Virginia,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of  this  vessel  during 
the  action  of  yesterday : 

Shortly  after  weighing  anchor  from  our  position  near  Kingsland  creek,  a  sharp 
fire  of  musketry  was  commenced  from  both  banks  on  all  the  ships. 
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At  half  past  seven  I  discovered  an  extensive  fortification  on  an  elevation  of 
about  two  hundred  feet,  with  several  smaller  batteries,  all  apparently  mounting 
guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre ;  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff  in  the  river  an  obstruction^ 
formed  of  sunken  steamers  and  vessels,  secured  with  chains,  and  the  shallow 
water  piled  across  the  river. 

The  Galena,  having  anchored  at  about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  fort,  and 
being  warmly  engaged,  I  endeavored  to  pass  ahead  of  her  to  take  off  some  of 
the  nre,  but  found  that  my  guns  could  not  be  elevated  sufficiently  to  point  at 
the  fort.  I  then  took  position  on  the  line  with  the  Galena,  and  maintained  a 
deliberate  fire  until  the  close  of  the  action,  when,  in  company  with  the  other 
vessels,  I  dropped  down  to  the  anchorage  of  the  morning. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  remarkably  well  directed,  but  vainly,  towards  this 
vessel.  She  was  struck  three  times— one  solid  8-inch  shot  square  on  the  turret, 
two  solid  shot  on  the  side  armor  forward  of  the  pilot  house.  Neither  caased 
any  damage  beyond  bending  the  plates.    I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  action  was  most  gallantly  fought 
against  great  odds,  and  with  the  usual  effect  against  earthworks.  So  long  ad 
our  vessels  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  they  rarely  fired  in  return,  but  the  moment  our 
fire  slackened  they  remanned  their  guns.  It  was  impossible  to  reduce  such 
works,  except  with  the  aid  of  a  land  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  John  Rodubrs, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 


United  States  Revenue  Steamer  E.  A.  Stevens, 

City  Point,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  yesterday's  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
battery  at  Ward's  hill,  near  Richmond,  Virginia,  I  placed  the  vessel  under  my 
command  in  the  position  assigned  me  by  you  in  the  line  of  attack,  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  battery,  which  I  continued  until  the  bursting  of  our  gun. 

While  getting  into  position  during  the  bombardment,  and  while  falling  back 
with  the  squadron,  this  vessel  was  under  quite  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  which 
was  constantly  returned  by  us  with  shell  and  canister  from  our  light  broadside 
guns. 

I  have  likewise  to  report  to  you  that  two  of  my  crew  are  wounded— one  by  a 
musket  shot  through  the  arm  and  the  other  by  a  severe  contusion.  They  have 
been  sent  on  board  the  Port  Royal  for  surgical  treatment.  My  oflScers  and  crew 
behaved  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  appoint  a  board  of  officers  to  examine 
into  and  report  upon  the  caui*c  of  the  bursting  of  our  Parrott  gun. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  C.  CONSTABLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U,  S,  naval  forces  in  James  River,  Va, 
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Flag-Officer  Goldsharough  reports  James  River  open  from  mouth  toWard*s  or 

Drun/s  bluff. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Susquehanna, 

James  River,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 

SiB:  In  consequence  of  a  report  from  Commander  Rodgers  that  there  were 
two  batteries  on  tne  south  side  of  this  river— one  at  Rock  Wharf  landing  and 
the  other  at  Hardin's  Bluff  or  Mother  Pine's  landing^which  required  reducmg 
in  order  to  open  the  river  and  get  supplies  up  to  him,  of  which  he  was  about  to 
stand  in  need,  I  moved  up  to  them  yesterday  with  this  ship,  the  Wachusett,  Da- 
kota, Maratanza,  and  tug  Young  America,  but  found  that  both  had  been  recently 
abandoned  and  left  comparatively  in  a  useless  condition.  At  Hardin's  Bluff  the 
guns  were  spiked,  carriages  burned,  and  magazines  blown  up,  but  a  little  below 
a  solitary  gun  remained  intact,  and  this  we  put  out  of  use. 

At  Rock  Wharf  landing  the  guns  were  also  spiked  and  carriages  burned,  but 
neither  the  magazines  nor  bomb-proofs  had  been  destroyed.  This  I  ordered  to 
be  done,  and  it  was  effectually  accomplished. 

The  James,  river  is  now  open  from  its  mouth  up  to  Ward's  or  Drury's  Bluff, 
or,  in  other  words,  up  to  within  eight  miles  of  Richmond,  where,  as  you  will 

perceive  by  Commander  Rodgers's  report  of  his  fight,  it  is  sei  iously  obstructed. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  i^c. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Commander  Rodgers  reports  gallant  conduct  of  officers  and  crew  in  action  at 

Drury's  Bluff,  May  15,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

•Off  City  Point,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  report  of  the  16th  instant  I  omitted  to  mention  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  crew  during  the  action  of  the  15th,  at  Drury's  Bluff, 
near  Richmond.  I  was  not  conscious  of  the  omission  until  I  saw  my  report  in 
print.  It  originated  in  the  haste  with  which  I  wrote,  and  I  now  endeavor  to 
repair  my  neglect. 

Acting  Master  Benjamin  W.  Loring  handled  his  division  with  great  bravery. 
The  port  side  of  his  after  gun  was  three  times  manned  afresh,  all  the  men  having 
boon  twice  either  disabled  or  killed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson,  first  assistant  engineer,  coolly  repaired  some  of  the  valve 
gear  which  broke  down,  under  fire,  and  under  his  direction  a  fire  in  the  steerage, 
ciiu^ed  bv  an  exploding  shell,  was  extinguished  before  the  regular  firemen 
reached  the  place. 

^[r.  T.  T.  Millholland,  third  assistant  engineer,  in  charge  of  the  steam  fire 
department,  was  active  and  efficient;  as  a  sharpshooter  he  did  good  service. 
Mr.  Jenks,  master's  mate,  in  charge  of  the  small  arm  men,  was  very  useful.  A 
number  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  shot — six,  at  least,  were  counted. 

The  marines  were  efficient  with  their  muskets,  and  they,  with  the  coal-heavers, 
when  ordered  to  fill  vacancies  at  the  guns,  did  it  well. 

Charles  Kenyon,  fireman,  was  conspicaous  for  persistent  courage  in  extract- 
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ing  a  priming  wire,  which  had  become  bent  and  fixed  in  the  bow  gun,  and  in 
returning  to  work  tlie  piece  after  his  hand,  severely  burnt,  had  been  roughly 
dressed  by  himself  with  cotton  waste  and  oil. 

To  particularize  the  good  conduct  of  the  crew  is  difficult ;  where  the  men  be- 
haved so  well  it  is  impossible  to  mention  names  without  sending  a  muster-roll. 
Yet,  Jeremiah  Regan,  quartermaster  and  captain  of  No.  2  gun,  attracted  my  par- 
ticular attention.  Bom  in  Massachusetts,  he  has  been  eleven  years  at  sea — 
seven  of  them  in  the  navy.  He  is  respectable  in  his  conduct,  intelligent,  and 
educated.  I  beg  leave  therefore  to  recommend  him  for  an  appointment  as  mas- 
ter's mate. 

Mr.  Boorom,  the  gunner,  who  was  killed  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  at  the 
close  of  the  action,  was  cool  and  efficient.  The  supply  of  ammunition  was  ad- 
mirably aiTJinged.  The  executive  officer  speaks  of  his  assistance  in  warm  terms. 
In  him  the  service  has  lost  a  very  valuable  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

C(mi?nanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Flvsser^s  report  of  destruction  ofrchel  stores,  recovery 
of  Waders  Point  light-house  apparatus^  ^P^.,  ^pf?.,  in  May,  1862. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  N,  C,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Hearing  from  Colonel  Hawkins,  commanding  at  Roanoke  island,  that 
there  was  a  quantity  of  stores  belonging  to  the  rebel  army  at  a  point  on  the 
Chowan  river,  I  placed  the  Shawsheen  at  his  disposal  to  convey  a  company  of 
soldiers  to  the  spot  for  its  destruction. 

The  expedition  arrived  at  its  destination  early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, and  Hucceedod  in  destroying  some  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  bacon, 
lard,  &c.     I  send  with  this  Acting  Master  Woodward's  report  of  the  afikir. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant  I  received  information  of  the  where- 
abouts of  the  Wade's  Point  light-house  apparatus.  On  the  same  night  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Morse  six  miles  above  this  place,  landed  with  seventy-six  seamen 
and  thirty -eight  soldiers  from  the  Commodore  Perry,  Morse,  Stars  and  Stripes, 
and  Commodore  Barney,  marched  at  quick  time  three  miles  into  the  country; 
found  the  articles  stowed  in  a  man's  barn,  pressed  his  teams  and  others  from  his 
neighbors  into  service,  and  brought  the  whole  apparatus  in  one  trip  to  the  Morse. 
No  private  property  was  touched.  To  prevent  informaticm  of  our  movement 
reaching  some  rebel  cavalry  which  was  reported  in  the  neighborhood,  I  arrested 
all  the  men  met  on  the  route,  and  forced  them  to  accompany  us.  On  our  return 
they  were  reloaded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant,  with  the  Lockwood  and  Ceres  in  com- 
pany, I  proccedf'd,  by  your  order,  with  this  vessel  to  Roanoke  river.  At  five 
o'clock  next  morning  we  were  abreast  of  Plymouth,  where  we  stopped  five  min- 
utes to  examine  some  wagons;  finding  nothing  8u?*picious  we  pushed  on.  Two 
miles  above  Jameston  tin;  river  makes  a  sharj)  turn  to  the  right,  and  here  my 
pilot  told  me  I  could  go  no  further.  I  therefore  placed  him  on  board  of  the 
Ceres,  and  ordered  the  Ceres  and  the  Lockwood  to  pursue  with  all  speed  the 
steamer  Alice,  which  some  people  on  the  bank  infonnod  me  had  passed  np  an 
hour  ahead  of  us.  I  returned  to  Jameston  and  made  an  unsuccessful  search  for 
rebel  army  stores.  Some  two  hours  after  separating  from  the  two  other  boats, 
hearing  the  sound  of  a  great  gun  up  the  river,  I  resolved  to  go  up  at  all  hazard 
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as  I  feared  they  might  have  been  fired  into  from  the  banks  by  musketry.  We 
went  along  at  full  speed  for  several  miles  without  difficulty  until  we  met  the 
other  boats  returning,  the  Ceres  having  captured  the  Alice  about  two  miles 
below  Williams  ton. 

The  prize  had  on  board  some  bacon  for  the  rebel  army,  (which  has  since,  by 
your  order,  been  distributed  to  the  different  vessels  of  the  fleet,)  and  the  church 
bells  of  Plymouth,  which  had  been  presented  to  or  seized  by  the  confederate 
government  to  be  cast  into  field-pieces. 

We  returned  to  Plymouth,  searched  the  custom-house,  and  found  in  it  the 
lantern  from  the  light-boat  at  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  river.  It  was  cai-ried  on 
board  of  the  Commodore  Perry.  There  was  no  other  United  States  property 
in  the  town,  and  none  belonging  to  the  rebels.  The  Roanoke  river  is  much 
dreaded  by  the  pilots ;  but  so  high  as  we  went  we  found  not  much  current,  no 
stumps  nor  snags,  and  plenty  of  water.  I  have  been  informed  by  one  who  pro- 
fesses to  know  the  river  well,  that  the  Commodore  Perry  can  go  seventy  miles 
above  Plymouth. 

On  the  day  afler  visiting  Plymouth  I  proceeded,  by  your  order,  up  the  Cashie 
river  in  the  Lockwood,  with  the  Shawsheen,  Ceres,  and  Whitehead  in  company, 
to  Windsor.  The  passage  up  was  most  tedious.  The  river  is  deep,  but  very 
narrow  and  remarkably  crooked.  We  had  frequently  to  cut  away  the  over- 
hanging limbs  to  make  a  way  for  the  boats.  The  people  were  astonished  when 
we  appeared  off  the  village ;  they  knew  that  we  were  in  the  river,  but  no  one 

thought  we  would  reach  so  high  a  point. 

•  •••••••• 

Yesterday  afternoon  I  ran  over  to  this  place.  To-day  I  had  an  interview 
with  the  mayor  of  Elizabeth,  and  told  him  what  I  should  expect  and  require  of 
the  citizens.  He  asked  me  to  put  in  writing  what  I  said  to  him,  and  I  wrote 
him  a  note,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy  this  afternoon  by  Lieutenant  Conmianding 
McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

He  ciime  on  board  afterward  with  a  Union  citizen  of  the  place,  a  Mr.  Grandby, 
and  asked  me  to  grant  him  till  Wednesday  evening  next  to  answer  the  note, 
saying  that  the  citizens  thought  the  subjects  mentioned  of  importance;  that  |hey 
had  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county ;  that  the  county 
was  thirty  miles  long,  and  several  days  would  be  required  to  assemble  the  people. 
Their  request  was  granted,  and  so  the  thing  stands.  I  promised,  on  their  request, 
to  attend  the  meeting.  What  they  find  in  the  note  of  importance  to  affect  the 
interest  of  any  one  beyond  the  immediate  residents  of  Elizabeth  I  cannot  undert 
stand,  unless  thev  misapprehend  my  meaning  when  I  say  **1  insist  that  the 
people  be  allowea  to  trade  with  us  unmolested,**  and  suppose  me  to  intend  the 
general  resumption  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  when  I  only  mean  that  the  farmers 
and  others  be  permitted  to  sell  to  us,  (the  gunboats,)  unmolested,  poultry,  eggd 
fish,  vegetables,  &c.  However,  we  will  find  out  at  the  meeting;  and,  if  they 
offer  me  the  opportunity,  I  shall  address  a  few  remarks  to  them  that  will  cause 
their  ears  to  tingle. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commmander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Com*g  U.  S,nataJ forces t  inner  waters  of  N.  Carolina^  Newbem,  N,  C. 

P.  S.  — I  think  the  loyal  people  are  two  to  one  against  the  disloyal  at  this  place, 
at  Plymouth,  and  at  Windsor;  but  they  have  no  arms,  no  ammunition.  If  these 
were  given  them,  with  our  aid  the  State  would  soon  return  to  her  allegiance. 
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United  States  Steamer  Shawshbbn, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  the  6tli  instant  I  went  to  Roanoke  island, 
took  on  board  one  company  of  Colonel  Hawkins's  9th  New  York  n^ment,  and 

Sroceeded  up  the  Chowan  river  to  Gates  county,  landed  all  our  forces  and 
estroyed  a  large  quantity  of  bacon,  corn,  lard,  fish,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Con- 
federate States  government,  by  setting  fire  to  the  warehouse  and  oonsuming'  the 
whole.  On  our  way  to  the  steamer  the  rear  guard  waa  attacked  by  about  thirty 
rebel  cavalry ;  when  their  leader  was  shot,  they  turned  and  fled ;  when  all  our 
men  embarked  again,  and  immediately  I  proceeded  back  to  Roanoke  island  and 
landed  the  troops,  then  returned  back  to  Elizabeth  City  again  on  the  8th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  Mastert  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  C.  W.  Flusser, 

Co7n*g  Naval  Division,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C 


Flag-Officer  GolSshorough,  enclosing  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray* s  report 

of  expedition  up  Pamunhy  river.  May  17,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  May  24,  1862. 
Sir:         •  •  •  •  •  • 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  second  copy,  and  with  it  I  submit  the  following  brief 
extract  from  a  despatch,  dated  May  7,  from  Commander  Smith,  which  was  the 
first  notice  I  received  of  the  matter.     It  was  written  at  West  Point : 

"About  1  p.  m.  to-day  some  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  some  field  pieces 
placed  on  a  hill  on  the  left  flank  of  the  camp.  Our  vessels  immediately  com- 
menced shelling  them,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  they  retired,  no  damage  naving 
been  done  to  our  people." 

I  also  transmit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  yesterday,  a 
copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray,  received  yesterday 
afternoon,  concerning  the  late  expedition  up  the  Pamunkey  river. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-Officer,  Com'g  N.  A,  Block' g  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Srbago, 

White  House,  Virginia,  May  18,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  :  Yesterday  morning  I  took  the  Cunituck,  Acting  Master 
Shauklaiid,  and  accompanied  by  a  small  transport  Ptoamcr,  the  Soth  Low,  hav- 
ing on  board  two  companies  of  infantry  and  a  company  of  sharpshooters,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Willard,  two  JParrott  guns  from  Ayres's  battery,  pre- 

Sared  to  be  used  from  the  bow  or  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  a  detachment  nn- 
er  Captain  Ayres. 

With  this  force  we  pushed  through  the  obstructions  at  the  burnt  bridge  and 
ascended  the  Pamunkey  river  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  transports.     We  en- 
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countered  many  difficulties,  such  as  sunken  vessels,  trees  felled  across  the  river, 
&c.,  but  no  batteries.  As  we  neared  a  place  called  Bassett's  Landing,  about 
twenty-five  miles  above  the  White  House,  we  saw  the  evidence  of  a  conflagra- 
tion in  advance,  and  heard  from  the  negroes  along  the  banks  that  the  enemy, 
gettine  wind  of  our  approach,  had  returned  on  board  the  vessels  such  stores  as 
he  had  landed  and  was  unable  to  take  away,  and  fired  his  fleet. 

About  a  mile  from  the  burning  vessels  we  met  with  an  impenetrable  obstruc- 
tion. A  schooner  laden  with  stone  was  sunk  across  the  stream,  and  the  river 
had  become  so  narrow  that  either  end  of  her  was  wedged  by  the  trees. 

Major  Willard  landed  here  with  his  force  of  infantry  and  sharpshooters,  and 
marched  up  the  left  (east)  bank,  that  the  number  and  class  of  vessels  burned 
might  be  known.  This  must  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  the  enemy,  who  had 
commenced  landing  his  stores.  Evidences  of  a  hurried  departure  were  mani- 
fest. Shovels,  picks,  and  other  implements  with  which  they  had  been  levelling 
the  bank  were  strewn  about.  The  number  of  vessels  burned  was  (as  near  as 
their  burning  hulks  could  be  counted)  seventeen,  viz :  One  large  side-wheel 
steamboat,  (the  Logan,)  one  propeller,  and  fifteen  schooners. 

We  were  compelled  to  return  stem  foremost  for  several  miles  before  we  had 
room  in  the  river  to  turn.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Somerville  Nicholson  ac- 
companied us  on  this  expedition,  the  results  of  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  you.  The  enemy  appeared  on  several  occasions,  but  at  a  considerable 
distance,  which  without  loss  of  time  they  increased.  We  returned  at  nightfall, 
without  accident. 

Acting  Master  Shankland  handled  his  vessel  with  admirable  skill,  and  her 
rescue  from  many  positions  of  embarrassment  is  due  to  his  seamanship.  To 
Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  Nicholson,  who  volunteered  his  services  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  was  so  eminently  useful  in  sounding  through  the  obstructions  in 
advance  of  the  vessel,  special  thanks  are  due. 

The  steamer  Seth  Low,  with  the  commands  of  Major  Willard  and  Captain 
Ayres  on  board,  was  more  than  useful;  she  was  a  necessity. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Forces  in  York  and  Pamunky  Rivers. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Flag-Officer  Goldshorought  enclosing  reports  of  services  rendered  the  army  at 

West  Point,  Virginia,  on  the  1th  May, 

May  31, 1862. 

I  beff  to  forward  these  reports  with  regard  to  the  very  essential  service  af- 
forded by  our  gunboats  in  York  river,  in  assisting  our  army  when  attacked  at 
West  Point.     They  have  but  just  come  to  hand. 
Very  respectfully, 

.    L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  tbb  Navv, 

Wasliington  City,  D,  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

West  Point,  York  River,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Li  mv  commanication  of  the  Ist  instant  I  informed  you  that  an  attack 
had  been  made  on  that  day  on  the  left  flank  of  our  army,  and  that  our  vessels 
shelled  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  were  posted  on  a  hill  to  the  left,  forcing 
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them  to  retire  very  precipitately.  This  was  all  that  we  could  see  from  the  ship. 
I  have  since  learned  from  some  of  the  army  officers  engaged  in  the  affair  that 
the  shelling  from  our  ships  was  very  destructive  to  the  enemy,  causing  them  to 
retreat  so  rapidly  that  they  left  many  of  their  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field. 
Indeed,  many  of  them  gave  the  credit  of  the  victory  or  repulse  to  the  ships ; 
for  without  them,  they  say,  our  forces  could  not  have  withstood  the  attack,  but 
would  have  been  compelled  to  fall  back  on  the  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SMITH, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Wachusett. 
llag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading 

SquadraUf  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


United  States  Steamer  Wachusett, 

City  Point,  James  River,  May  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  report  handed  to  me  to-day  by  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Maratanza. 
At  the  time  the  attack  referred  to  in  the  report  was  made  by  the  rebel  forces 
on  General  Franklin's  division  this  ship  was  anchored  off  the  lower  part  of  the 
landing.  » The  Chocura  was  above,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pamunky ;  the 
Sebago  was  getting  under  way  from  the  upper  part  of  the  anchorage,  to  accoin- 
pany  the  Corwin  up  the  Mattapony ;  and  the  Maratanza  and  Marblehead  were 
a  short  distance  below,  on  their  way  from  Queen's  creek ;  the  latter  agroundy 
and  the  former  assisting  in  getting  her  off.  I  made  signals  to  the  Currituck  to 
go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Marblehead,  and  to  the  Sebago  and  Maratanza  to 
take  a  position  near  this  ship.  The  enemy  were  seen  with  field  pieces  on  a  hill 
side,  firing  at  our  troops,  who  were  hid  from  our  sight  by  intervening  woods. 
A  few  discharges  of  shell  from  the  Wachusett,  Mai'atanza,  and  Sebago,  silenced 
the  enemy,  and  drove  them  hastily  from  their  position,  saving  our  army,  as  I 
have  understood  through  army  officers,  from  total  defeat. 

It  seems  that  the  gunboats  rendered  a  much  more  important  service  to  the 
army  than  we  on  board  were,  at  the  time,  aware  of;  and  I  only  reported  that 
an  attack  had  been  made  on  General  Franklin's  forces  by  the  rebels,  who  were 
shelled  by  the  gunboats  and  dispersed,  as  that  was  all  that  could  be  seen  ftom 
this  ship. 

Had  I  known  at  the  time  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  gunboats  I 
would  have  reported  it,  as  a  knowledge  of  it  might  have  been  of  some  advantage 
to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SMITH, 
Commanding  United  States  Stea?ner  Wachusett, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B.  Squadron f  Hampton  Roads, 


United  States  Steamer  Marataxza, 

Of  West  Point,  Va.,  May  7,  1862. 

Sib:  About  11.15  this  morning,  hearing  the  sound  of  heavy  firing  in  the 
rear  of  this  place,  I  proceeded  on  board  the  Wachusett,  for  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing means  to  join  my  command,  which  I  had  passed  on  my  way  to  report  to 
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you,  and  to  receive  your  instructions.  About  half-past  eleven,  General  Frank- 
lin telegraphed  for  the  assistance  of  the  gunboats,  s  tating  that  he  was  attacked 
by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  and  wanted  immediate  support.  At  this  time 
the  Maratanza  was  anchored  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below,  engaged  in 
towing  off  the  Marblehead. 

Receiving  your  orders  to  go  aboard  the  Maratanza,  and  bring  that  vessel  into 
action,  I  proceeded  at  once  in  your  gig  for  this  purpose.  Immediately  upon 
getting  on  board,  I  weighed  anchor,  cleared  for  action,  and  when  abreast  of  and 
as  close  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  as  we  could  get,  I  opened-  fire  with  the 
100-pounder  Parrott ;  about  which  time  the  Sebago  also  opened.  The  fire  was 
kept  up  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  (this  vessel  remaining  under  way,) 
with  tenible  and  telling  effect  upon  the  enemy,  whose  fire  soon  began  to  slacken, 
and  they  commenced  retreating.     At  2.22  p.  m.,  ceased  firing,  and  anchored. 

It  is  the  generally  received  opinion — so  I  gather  from  the  officers  and  men 
composing  General  Franklin's  command — that  the  accurate  and  destructive  fire 
of  the  gunboats  was  greatly  instrumental  in  saving  the  army  from  serious  re- 
verse and  disaster.  I  found  the  use  of  the  army  signals,  on  this  occasion,  in- 
valuable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Licti tenant  Commanding, 

Commander  William  Smith, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Wachusett,  Senior  Officer  present. 


Lieut tnant  Commanding  Mc  Creaks  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  Jacob  Bell 

at  Watkinis  bluff,  June  20,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Jacob  Bell, 

Jamea  River,  June  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfuUv  submit  the  following: 

Yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  with  the  despatches  up 
the  river  to  the  Monitor.  On  passing  the  Reed  bluff,  known  as  Watkins's 
bluff,  I  was  opened  upon  by  two  field-batteries,  three  guns  each,  of  12-poundeT8 
and  6-pounders,  and  about  five  hundred  sharpshooters. 

The  channel  being  very  narrow,  and,  being  obliged  to  go  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  bluff,  I  suffered  severely.  The  hail  of  bullets  from  the  sharp- 
shooters prevented  me  for  a  time  from  responding,  as,  having  no  covering  for 
my  men  at  the  battery,  I  would  not  expose  them  to  the  heavy  fire.  A  shot, 
however,  came  and  carried  away  my  rudder-chain,  and  my  vessel  got  ashore  in 
front  of  the  batteries.  I  was  determined  to  go  by,  so  manned  my  guns,  steamed 
on,  and  forced  her  over.  The  field-batteries  were  so  masked  that  I  could  not 
see  thom  till  opened  upon,  though  the  upper  battery  raked  me  as  I  headed 
towards  it,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  river,  I  had  to  do;  but  we  stood  on, 
under  their  fire,  for  five  minutes,  which  I  considered  better,  as  I  had  no  idea  ol 
retreating  until  my  duties  were  performed,  and  as  long  as  my  vessel  lasted.  As 
soon  as  I  got  up  to  the  upper  battery  the  lower  battery  raked  me  aft,  doing 
more  damage  to  my  upper  works  than  the  other.  I  think  I  should  not  have 
been  damaged  so  much  had  it  not  been  for  mv  getting  ashore  in  front  of  them, 
giving  them  but  a  few  feet  between  me  and  their  guns.  The  officers  and  men 
behaved  with  their  accustomed  coolness  and  efficiency,  and  promptly  responded 
to  the  order  *'Dian  the  battery,"  tliough  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  A 
shot  has  penetrated  the  flange  of  the  port  wheel,  cracking  it  in  several  places. 
It  will  not  do  for  me  to  be  in  any  seaway,  as  I  will  lose  my  wheel.    The  star- 
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board  side  of  my  pilot-house  was  carried  away,  together  with  two  iron  plates  ; 
in  fact,  my  upper  works  are  completely  riddled.  One  shot  struck  the  valve- 
stem,  bending  it,  which  sloughed  us  down,  fortunately  not  stopping  the  engine. 
As  you  ordered  me  to  return  after  delivering  the  despatches,  I  passed  down 
again  after  night,  but  was  not  fired  at.  Ten  shots  in  all  struck  the  vessel,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  quantity  of  rifle  bullets  in  the  wood-work. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  McCREA, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Commander  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commandiffg  Naval  Forces,  James  River,  Va. 

P.  S. — I  am  thankful  to  say  not  one  on  board  was  injured.  The  battery  was 
a  flf/ing  battery  of  artillery,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  was  limbered  up 
and  moved  off,  which  accounts  for  my  not  beihg  fired  upon  coming  down. 

E.  P.  McO. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser*s  report  of  expedition  to  Hamilton,  N'.  C, 

July  9,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Phjmotith,  North  Carolina,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  2  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  I  left  this  place  for  Hamilton,  having  on 
board  Captaim  W.  W.  Hammell,  company  F,  9th  New  York  volunteers,  with 
twenty  of  his  men,  with  the  steamers  Shawsheen  and  Ceres  in  company,  the 
latter  having  on  board  Second  Lieutenant  Jose^ih  A.  Green,  of  Captain  Ham- 
melPs  company,  and  ten  of  his  men,  the  former  with  ten  of  the  same  company, 
under  command  of  Sergeant  Green. 

About  1  o'clock  we  were  fired  on  from  the  south  bank  of  the  river  by  mus- 
ketry. Retunied  the  fire  with  great  guns  and  small  arms,  and  pressed  on  for 
Hamilton,  where  1  hoped  to  meet  the  enemy  in  force.  We  were  under  fire  for 
two  hours,  nmning  very  slowly  and  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  a  battery. 
Two  or  three  miles  below  Hamilton  we  found  a  deserted  battfery. 

At  Hamilton  we  landed  with  about  one  hundred  men,  soldiers  and  sailors, 
and  one  field-piece ;  but  the  rebels,  who  fired  on  us  from  high  banks,  where  they 
were  comparatively  safe,  were  afraid  to  meet  us. 

The  steamer  Wilson,  belonging  to  the  rebels,  ran  into  our  hands  at  Hamilton 
and  was  taken  possession  of. 

The  officers  and  men,  both  soldiers  and  sailors,  behaved  with  great  spirit. 
Our  loss  was  one  killed  and  ten  wounded ;  one  of  the  wounded  has  since  died* 
As  the  banks  were  high  and  the  enemy  cautious  of  exposing  their  persons,  I 
cannot  hope  that  they  received  much  injury. 

On  our  return  we  shelled  the  banks,  but  without  reply.  The  Wilson  I  shall 
send  to  Newbern,  as  soon  as  her  wheel  can  be  ropiared.  I  send  you  the  i^eports 
of  Acting  Masters  McDiamiid  and  Woodward,  who  commanded,  respectively, 
the  Ceres  and  Shawsheen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Fm-ccs,  Inner  Waters,  N.'  C. 
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List  of  killed  and  loound^d  on  hoard  United  States  steamer  Commodore  Terry ^ 

in  the  action  near  Hamilton^  N,  C,  July  9,  1862. 

Killed,  none.    Wounded :  Stephen  Jones,  contraband. 

Note. — July  10,  1862.    Jones  has  since  died. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 
LieutcTuint  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  in  Albemarle  Sound, 


Umtkd  States  Steamer  Ceres,  July  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
instant,  I  took  on  board  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Green  and  ten  men  belong- 
ing to  company  F,  9th  New  York  volunteers.  At  2  a.  m.  9th  instant  got 
under  way,  and  proceeded  up  Roanoke  river  towards  Hamilton.  When  within 
a  few  miles  of  Hamilton  was  lired  on  by  the  enemy  from  the  left  bank  with 
small  arms.  Returned  fire  with  great  guns  and  small  arms.  This  firing  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides  until  within  half  a  mile  of  Hamilton.  Lieutenant  Green 
was  wounded*  in  the  leg  bv  the  first  volley,  but  sat  on  deck  and  loaded  the 
muskets  for  his  men.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  and 
soul-bravery  of  Alexander  Hood,  quartermaster,  and  John  Kelly,  second-class 
fireman.  I  send  you  herewith  a  report  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MrDIARMID, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Ceres, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusser, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  in 

Albemarle  SouTid,  North  Carolina, 


List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Ceres  in  the  affair  of  the  ^th  instanty 

near  Hamilton. 

Killed, — John  H.  Bridges,  seaman. 

Wounded, — Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  Green,  9th  New  York  volunteers ; 
Thoman  Rodgers,  boatswain's  mate;  Manuel  Silva,  seaman,  dangerously;  John 
J.  Dennison,  seaman,  severely;  George  N.  Waterman,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ; 
Timothy  Dacey,  ordinarv  seaman,  slightly ;  Edwin  B.  Perry,  landsman,  slightly ; 
Nicholas  Wayson,  coal-heaver,  slightly. 


United  States  Steamer  Shawshebx, 
Of  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  expedition  up  Roanoke  river  to  Hamilton,  on  the  9th 
instant.  I  left  Plymouth  at  2  a.  m.  in  company  with  United  States  steiuuers 
Commodore  Perry  and  Ceres,  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  12  m.  came  to  a 
baiTicade,  which  was  passed  through  without  any  trouble.    At  1  p.  m.  we  were 
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attacked  by  several  bodies  of  riflemen,  about  two  miles  below  Hamilton,  on 
some  high  bluffs  of  land.  Their  fire  was  returned  briskly,  using  our  great  guns 
whenever  we  could  get  sufficient  elevation.  We  pushed  on,  shelling  the  banks 
of  the  river  as  we  went,  until  we  reached  Hamilton.  Thomas  Smith,  captain 
of  gun,  was  severely  wounded,  shot  through  the  neck;  two  others  slightly 
wounded.  I  landed  ten  of  the  9th  New  York  Zouaves  and  twelve  seamen; 
visited  the  town  of  Hamilton ;  found  it  nearly  deserted  by  the  inhabitants ;  re- 
turned on  board  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  at  6  p.  m.  left  for  Plymouth,  shelling  the 
woods  as  we  came  for  about  four  miles ;  arrived  at  Plymouth  without  having 
her  fired  on  coming  dov/n  the  river.  All  on  board  acted  in  a  most  creditable 
manner  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  0.  W.  Flusser, 

Commanding  Naval  Forcest  Albemarle  Sound,  N,  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Shawshb^x, 

Of  Plymouth,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  the  engagement  on  the  9th 
instant,  Thomas  Smith,  seaman,  captain  of  gun,  was  seriously  wounded,  being 
shot  through  the  neck;  Jarvis  Wilson,  pilot,  and  Ross  Jordon,  colored  boy, 
were  slightly  wounded  by  spent  balls. 

Expended  seventy-four  rounds  of  ammunition  for  great  guns,  and  ten  roonds 
small-arm  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  C.  W.  Flusser, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Alhemarle  Sound,  N,  C, 


Report  of  operations  of  gunboat  Louisiana  during  atta/^k  on   Washington^ 

North  Carolina,  September  6,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  September  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report, dated  Septem- 
ber 8,  from  Acting  Lieutenant  R.  T.  Renshaw,  commanding  United  States 
gunboat  Louisiana,  relative  to  the  operations  of  that  vessel  during  an  attack  on 
the  town  of  Washington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  morning  of  September  6.  In 
enclosing  this  report  to  me.  Commander  Davenport  remarks : 

"From  all  that  I  can  learn,  we  would  have  met  with  serious  disaster  but  for 
the  effective  services  of  the  Louisiana.  In  this  connexion,  I  beg  leave  to  com- 
mend to  your  favorable  consideration  the  good  conduct  of  Acting  Master 
Hooker,  who  has,  on  a  previous  occasion,  been  wounded  in  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duty." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LEE,  Acting  Rear  Admiral, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Gunboat  Louisiana, 
Washingiont  N,  C,  September  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  jou  that  on  Saturday,  at  4.30  a.  m.,  the 
6th  instant,  the  enemy  attacked  this  town,  and  gained  an  entrance.     Went  to 

Quarters  immediately ;  at  5.30  a.  m.,  received  volleys  of  musketry  across  our 
ecks,  when  we  opened  fire  with  shell,  grape,  and  solid  shot,  doing  great  execu- 
tion, killing  a  number  of  rebels,  and  finally  driving  them  back.  At  6.30  a.  m. 
the  Louisiana  continued  shelling,  throwing  over  the  town  and  among  the  retreat- 
ing enemy,  killing  and  wounding  many.  At  8  a.  m.,  having  driven  them  from 
the  reach  of  our  guns,  ceased  firing  and  piped  down. 

During  the  action,  the  army  gunboat  Picket  blew  up,  killing  her  captain  and 
eighteen  men ;  the  remainder  of  the  crew  were  brought  on  board  this  vessel,  and 
attended  by  Assistant  Surgeon  Bradley.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  testifv  to  the 
handsome  manner  in  which  our  guns  were  managed  by  Acting  Master  Hooker, 
of  this  vessel.    The  crew  have  received  my  thanks. 

Ammunition  expended. 

Sixty-one  8-pound  charges ;  eighteen  5-second  8-inch  shells ;  twelve  5-second 
32-pound  shells. 

Thirteen  4|-pound  charges;  three  10-second  8-inch  shells;  thirteen  10-second 
32-pound  shells. 

Two  1-pound  charges;  two  iD-second  8-inch  shells;  five  15-8econd  32-pound 
shells. 

2  rifled  howitzer  shells;  4  (8-inch)  stands  of  grape;  10  (32-pound)  stands  of 
grape;  7  (32-pound)  solid  shot. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  RENSHAW, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Senior  Oficer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lee*s  report  of  the  joint  expedition  against  Franklin 

Virginia,  October  3,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Roa.ls,  Virginia^  October  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copie^i  of  the  official  reports, 
(which  have  just  reached  mc,)  in  relation  to  the  joint  expedition  against  Frank- 
lin, Virginia,  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  department  will  perceive  that  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser  (senior 
officer  present)  displayed  his  usual  gallantry,  and  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  three  gunboats  did  their  parts  well,  under  very  trying  and  difficult  circura- 
stiinces.  Our  loss  was  four  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  Lieutenant  Commander 
Flu:*8er  commends  the  good  conduct  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Edmund  R.  Colhoun, 
commanding  the  Hunchback,  and  of  Acting  Master  Charles  A.  French,  com- 
manding the  Whitehead.  I  recommend  these  officers  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
the  department.  Lieutenant  William  B.  Cushing  has  been  put  in  command  of 
the  gunboat  Ellis,  and  is  increasing  his  reputation  by  active  operations. 

I  have  instructed  Commander  Davenport  to  have  Acting  Third  Assistant 
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Engineer  Richards,  whose  conduct  is  very  favorably  reported  upon  by  Lieuten- 
ant Commander  Flusser,  to  be  examined  with  a  view  to  his  promotion.      •     .  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral,  Competing  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Plyinouth,  North  Carolina,  October  6,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Major 
General  Dix,  I  started  for  Franklin  to  co-operate  with  the  army,  on  tlie  let 
instant,  from  this  place.  We  shelled  the  town  on  the  momine  of  the  3d  from 
a  position  about  tnree-quarters  of  a  mile  below,  and  fought  the  enemy  on  tlie 
banks  from  about  7  a.  m.  till  10.15  a.  m.  Hearing  nothing  of  the  army  there, 
the  river  being  barricaded  ahead  of  us,  and  it  being  a  very  unequal  fight,  I 
thought  it  best  to  return.  The  troops  were  nearly  all  on  the  south  or  right 
bank  of  the  river,  so  the  army,  to  protect  me  from  their  sharpshooters,  would 
first  have  to  cross  the  stream. 

General  Pettigrew  commands  at  Franklin.  Our  loss  was  quite  heavy.  I  do 
not  think  I  can  be  of  the  least  service  to  the  anny,  and  I  think  the  enemy  by 
this  time  suspect  that  they  are  to  be  attacked. 

I  shall  send,  through  Commander  Davenport,  a  full  report  of  the  affair. 

The  enemy  attempted  to  blockade  the  river  in  our  rear,  and  would  have  suc- 
ceeded had  we  remained  above  a  few  hours  longer.  Without  an  order  from  you 
I  shall  not  attempt  it  again,  as  suggested  in  General  Dix's  latter  note. 

It  is  folly  to  fight  these  people  on  the  banks,  where  they  have  every  advan- 
tage, and  can  drive  the  men  from  the  great  guns.  The  last  fire  received  from 
the  enemy  on  our  return  (and  they  made  use  of  every  favorable  point  to  give  it 
to  us)  was  about  2.30  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant  Commander, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Ship  Mifinesota,  Newjjort  News,  Vtrginid, 

P.  S. — I  neglected  to  mention  that  the  other  boats  were  the  Hunchback  and 
the  Whitehead. 

Later. — I  have  just  heard  that  the  enemy  expect  an  attack  on  Franklin,  and 
have  gone  off  to  Petersburg.  I  cannot  answer  for  the  truth  of  this  report.  I 
only  know  there  were  troops  at  Franklin  on  the  3d. 


Umted  States  Steamer  IIetzel, 

OfNewbcrn,  N.  C,  October  15,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser,  Acting 
Lieutenant  Colhoun,  and  Acting  Master  Commanding  French,  concerning  the 
action  on  Blackwater  river,  near  Franklin,  on  the  3d  instant. 

While  I  cannot  praise  too  highly  the  gallantry  and  heroism  displayed#  by 
officers  and  men  on  the  occasion,  1  think  it  extremely  hazai*dous  for  our  gun- 
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boatp,  unprotected  as  the  men  are  by  bulwarks  or  any  other  defence,  to  go  on 
expeditions  up  these  naiTow  and  tortuous  rivers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

CovfCg  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Netrjjorc  News,  Va, 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perrv, 

Plymouth^  North  Carolina^  October  6,  18G2. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  26th  ultimo  I  received  a  despatch  from  Major 
General  Dix,  asking  me  to  co-operate  with  him  in  an  attack  on  Franklin.  The 
ofticcr  who  brought  the  despatch  was  authorized  to  arrange  the  time  of  attack, 
and  it  was  agreed  between  us  that  it  should  be  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  3d  October. 

With  the  communication  from  General  Dix,  came  another  from  the  acting 
rear  admiral  conmianding  the  North  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  directing  me 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  land  forces. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  instant  I  lay  with  the  Hunchback  and  Whitehead  in 
company,  about  three  miles  from  Franklin.  At  5.45  on  the  3d,  we  got 
under  way  after  giving  the  men  an  early  breakfast,  and  started  up  the  river, 
shelling  the  banks  as  we  went.  At  7  o'clock,  when  about  three-ouarters  of  a 
mile  from  Franklin,  and  while  running  a  line  to  swing  us  around  tne  bend,  the 
enemy  opened  a  fire  on  us  from  a  place  of  concealment  on  the  bluff  overhead. 
Aft  we  were  too  near  to  use  the  great  guns  on  them,  I  ordered  the  men  to  shelter 
themselves  as  they  best  could,  and  tried  to  steam  past;  but  the  river  here  is  very 
narrow,  and  we  ran  into  the  bank. 

Wliile  in  this  position,  one  of  the  rebels,  more  gallant  than  his  fellows,  rushed 
down  the  bank,  cheering  on  his  men,  with  the  seeming  intention  of  boarding  us, 
but  they  did  not  follow  him,  and  ho  was  shot  by  one  of  my  men. 

In  a  few  minutes  we  got  off  and  steamed  up  until  our  guns  would  bear,  when 
we  tlirew  into  the  rebels  a  heavy  fire  of  9-inch  grape  and  shell,  with  canister 
and  shrapnel  from  our  field-piece.  This  fire  covered  the  Hunchback  as  she 
rounded  the  bend,  and  she,  in  turn,  covered  the  Whitehciid. 

After  getting  around  the  bend,  we  found  the  river  barricaded  in  front  of  us. 
This  l)arrieade  could  have  been  removed,  but  not  under  the  terrible  fire  to  which 
we  wer(^  exposed. 

In  this  ])osition  we  remained  until  10.15  a.  m.,  hoping  to  hear  the  guns 
of  the  land  force,  but  no  such  welcome  sound  came  to  our  ears.  During  this 
time  we  kept  up  a  fire  of  great  guns  and  musketry.  With  the  forward  9-inch 
gun  I  threw  shells  in  the  direction  of  Franklin ;  with  the  forward  32-pounder 
poured  grape  and  canister  into  the  woods  on  oiur  left;  and  with  the  after 
32-poun(ler  and  field-gun,  gave  them  the  same  on  the  right,  and  shelled  the  bluff 
from  which  they  fired  on  us  so  heavily,  with  the  after  9-inch  gun. 

At  10.15  we  started  down,  getting  a  terrible  fire  from  the  bluff.  The 
enemy  continued  to  fire  at  us  from  every  available  point  until  2.30  p.  m. 
They  also  attempted  to  block  the  river  in  our  rear,  by  felling  trees,  through 
which  ()l)struction8  we  pushed  with  a  heavy  head  of  steam. 

On  our  return,  I  sent  the  Hunchback  to  Plymouth,  to  bury  the  dead  and 
proceed  to  Roanoke  island,  with  the  wounded,  (one  dying  on  the  way,)  where 
Colonel  Howard  very  kindly  gave  me  the  steamer  Emily  to  carry  them  to  Nor- 
folk hospital. 
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We  in  the  boat  had  two  killed  (Master's  Mate  John  Lynch  and  Quarter- 
master Justin  Baker)  and  ten  men  wounded ;  two  of  them,  I  fear,  mortally. 

I  sent  Dr.  Gale  on  in  charge  of  the  wounded  and  did  not  get  his  report  of 
casualties  before  he  left.     It  shall  be  sent  immediately  on  his  return. 

I  enclose  reports  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhoun  and  Acting  Master  Command- 
ing French,  with  return  of  casualties  on  board  their  vessels.  I  was  well  sup- 
ported.    Colhoun  and  French  both  did  their  duty. 

On  board  my  own  vessel  the  officers  and  men  generally  behaved  welL  I 
desire  to  mention  as  worthy  of  praise  for  great  gallantry,  Lieutenant  Wm.  B. 
Cushing,  who  ran  the  field-piece  out  amid  a  storm  of  bullets,  took  a  sure  and 
deliberate  aim  at  the  rebels,  and  sent  a  charge  of  canister  among  them,  that 
completely  silenced  their  fire  at  that  point.  Mr.  Lynch  assisted  Mr.  Cushing, 
and  here  met  his  death  like  a  brave  fellow,  as  he  was. 

Mr.  Richards,  third  assistant  engineer,  who  had  charge  of  the  powder  divi- 
sion, also  assisted  with  the  howitzer,  and  showed  great  courage.  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  paymaster,  was  of  great  assistance  in  bringing  in  the  wounded  from  under 
the  fire,  and  conveying  them  to  the  doctors. 

Amon^  the  men,  Daniel  Lakin,  (seaman,)  John  Williams,  (seaman,)  John 
Breese,  (boatswain's  mate,)  Alfred  Peterson,  (seaman,)  and  James  H.  Burbank, 
(corporal  in  the  4th  Rhode  Island  volunteers,)  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
gallant  conduct.  I  recommend  the  first  for  an  appointment  as  master's  mate ; 
the  second  I  shall  make  boatswain's  mate ;  Peterson,  I  shall  make  quartermaster, 
and  hope  the  corporal  may  be  made  a  sergeant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  in  the  Inner  Waters  of  North  Carolina. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  in  the  names  of  those  who  did  well,  Justin  Baker,  quarter- 
master, killed,  and  John  W.  Johnson,  landsman,  wounded  badly. 


United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

October  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  is  a  correct  rcpoft  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Commodore  JPcf ry, 
while  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  river,  near  Franklin,  Virginia» 
on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1862. 

Killed. — John  Lynch,  master's  mate,  rifle  ball  through  the  heart ;  JoBtiii 
Baker,  quartermaster,  rifle  ball  through  the  head. 

Wounded. — John  W.  Johnson,  landsman,  arm  shattered  by  rifle  ball ;  Q%oi 
Nicholas,  able  seaman,  rifle  ball  through  the  head ;  James  Brown,  captafn*B 
steward,  rifle  ball  through  the  hand ;  John  Dowling,  able  seaman,  rifle-ball 
wound  through  the  posterior ;  Wm.  Cornell,  able  seaman,  rifle  ball  in  the  neck ; 
James  ]\IcMani8,  fireman,  bayonet  wound  in  the  leg ;  Isaac  Fisher,  private  9th 
New  Jersey  regiment,  rifle  ball  through  the  body ;  Peter  Gilghassen,  private 
9th  New  Jersey  regiment,  rifle  ball  through  the  thigh  ;  John  E.  French,  private 
9th  New  Jersey  regiment,  rifle  ball,  slight  wound  in  the  forehead ;  Wm.  Buck- 
liu,  private  4th  Rhode  Island  regiment,  rifle  ball,  slight,  in  the  neck. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  GALE,^ 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ^  U,  S.  Navy, 

C.  W.  Flusser, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
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United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

October  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  We  expended,  as  near  as  I  can  determine,  in  the  fight  of  the  Sd : 

9-incli  shells 102 

6-inch  shells 54 

Stand  of  grape  for  9-inch  gun 16 

Stand  of  grape  for  6-inch  gun 27 

Stand  of  canister  for  6-inch  gun 26 

BoUnds  of  ammunition  for  the  howitzer 94 


Total  amount  of  ammunition  expended 319 

Bcspectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B.  GUSHING,  Lieutenant. 
Lieut.  Commander  C.  W.  Flusser, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Perry. 


United  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  fight 
on  the  Black  water  on  Friday,  the  3d  instant : 

I  ffot  under  way  at  5.30  a.  m.  from  our  anchorage,  about  four  miles  below 
Franklin,  following  your  vessel  closely — the  Whitehead  being  astern  of  us. 
When  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  on  you,  I  pushed  ahead  to 
your  support  The  river  being  very  narrow  at  that  point,  and  the  turn  **  short 
around,"  I  found  great  difficulty  in  turning  the  bend,  being  detained  there 
nearly  half  an  hour  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  one  shot  from  artillery, 
which  latter  killed  two  men— «  grape-shot  passing  through  both,  killing  them 
almost  instantly.  From  that  time  until  10.30  a.  m.,  when  we  had  fought  our 
way  to  a  point  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Franklin,  the  fighting  was  the 
same — here  and  there  high  banks  with  dense  foliage,  a  narrow  and  very  crooked 
stream,  with  frequent  heavy  firing  of  musketry. 

On  our  passage  down  we  met  with  even  a  warmer  reception,  the  enemy  seem- 
ing determined  to  .capture  us — ^Ifiving,  as  you  are  aware,  cut  down  large  trees 
to  close  up  the  river.  We  were  not  idle  all  that  time ;  but  whenever  I  could 
fire  my  9 -inch  guns  without  exposing  the  men,  I  let  them  have  shell,  shrapnel, 
and  grape ;  and  when  the  firing  of  the  enemy  was  so  hot  that  I  could  not  ex- 
pose the  men,  I  worked  my  two  howitzers  in  the  gangway,  giving  directions 
through  the  speaking  tube  in  the  pilot-house  how  to  fire.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  in  praise  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  They  did  their 
duty  nobly.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  one  of  my  best  men,  James  Bitchie, 
boatswain's  mate,  who  was  killed  when  about  to  sight  his  gun.  I  would  bring 
to  your  notice  the  heroic  conduct  of  Thomas  p.  Barton,  seamen,  who,  when  a 
shell,  with  cartridge  attached,  fell  out  of  the  howitzer  upon  the  deck — the 
charge,  which  must  have  been  wet,  being  ignited — got  a  bucket  of  water  and 
threw  it  upon  it,  thereby  preventing  its  explosion. 

Our  loss,  aa  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Siurgeon  George 
B.  Mann,  was :  killed — James  Bitchie,  boatswain's  mate,  and  Frank  Davis,  con- 
traband ;  wounded — Samuel  B.  Sharp,  seamen,  left  arm. 

We  fired  frtim  the  9-inch  guns  22  shells,  10  shrapnel,  and  one  stand  of  grape; 
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from  the  100-pounder  rifle,  9  percussion  shells;  and  from  the  howitzers,  9  stand 
of  grape,  27  shrapnel,  28  shell,  and  26  canister — making  a  total  of  132. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

EDMUND  R.  COLHOUN, 
Acting  Lieut.  Comd'g  U.  S.  Steamer  Hunchback. 

Lieut.  Commmander  0.  W.  Flusser, 

U,  S,  iV.,  Comd^g  Naval  Farces,  Albermarle  Sound,  N.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Hunchback, 

Of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  list  of  casualties  occur- 
ring on  board  of  your  vessel  during  the  engagement  of  October  3,  1862: 
James  Ritchie,  boatswain's  mate,  killed. 
Frank  Davis,  contraband,  killed. 
S.  B.  Sharp,  seaman,  wounded  in  left  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  R.  MANN, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Edmund  R.  Colhoun, 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hunchba/:k. 


United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Off  Winfield,  N.  a,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  my  anchorage  at  this  place  on  the  erening 
of  the  Ist  instant,  to  tiike  part  in  the  expedition  up  this  river,  together  with 
yourself  and  steamer  Hunchback.  When  about  one  mile  below  Franklin,  on 
the  morning  of  the  3d,  at  seven  o'clock,  I  engaged  the  enemy  in  force,  who 
were  posted  on  a  high  embankment  with  musketry,  and  on  my  approach,  find* 
ing  the  elevation  so  great  and  his  fire  so  hot,  and  my  men  so  exposed,  I  wbb 
forced  to  order  them  under  cover  for  a  short  time  till  I  got  past ;  during  which 
time  I  had  four  wounded,  three  of  them  severely ;  a  special  report  of  which  you 
will  find  enclosed. 

At  10.30  a.  m.,  as  per  your  order,  I  proc^ded  on  my  way  down  river,  re- 
ceiving a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  at  different  embankments  for  some  milee 
below  ;  but  during  the  passage  down  I  maintained  my  fire  very  regularly,  keep- 
ing the  enemy  in  check.  I  am  only  surprised  that  tlie  casualties  wcare  not 
greater,  considering  our  exposed  situation  and  the  upper  works  being  so  cut  up 
with  musketry. 

My  officers  and  men  were  generally  prompt,  and  merit  my  thanks.  I  would 
particularly  mention  Edwin  Smith,  ordinary  seaman,  for  gallantry,  who  swam 
ashore  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  a  line,  while  lying  aground  on  tlie 
opposite  bank,  which  rendered  me  important  service,  as  the  risk  of  lowering  a 
boat  would  have  been  extremely  great. 

I  expended,  during  the  action,  forty-nine  rounds,  exclusive  of  musketry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

,  CIIAS.  A.  FRENCH,     ^ 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Steamer  Whitehead. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Chas.  W.  Flusser, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C, 
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United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Off  Winfield,  N.  C,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following^  named  men  who  were  wounded 
in  the  late  engagement  near  Franklin,  on  the  Chowan  river,  viz : 
John  Wellet,  quartermaster,  in  both  leg«,  severely. 
Joseph  Roderick,  quartermaster,  internally,  severely. 
Chas.  Doherity,  ordinary  seaman,  head,  severely. 
Alex*r  Wilson,  seaman,  finger,  slightly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Master i  Commanding  Steamer  Whitehead, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Chas.  W.  Flisser, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound,  N,  C. 


Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lee  encloses  Commander  Davenport* s  report  of  naval 
co-operation  with  army  expedition  from  Newbern  to  Hamilton,  N,  C, 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Miami, 

Washington,  N.  C,  November  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  transmit,  enclosed.  Commander  Davenport's  report  of  the  naval  co" 
operation  with  tlie  late  army  expedition  from  Newbern  to  Hamilton  and  that 
vicinity.  •••••• 

On  the  31st  of  October  Commander  Davenport,  with  the  Valley  City, 
Hunchback,  Perry,  Iletzel,  and  the  Vidette,  (an  army  gunboat,)  threw  shot  and 
shell  for  half  an  hour  into  the  woods  two  miles  back  of  Plymouth,  where  3,000 
rebels  were  posted,  killing  two  of  them. 

On  the  2d  instant,  at  7  p.  m.,  Commander  Davenport,  with  the  Valley  City 
leading,  and  the  Perry,  Hetzel,  and  Hunchback  following,  left  Plymouth,  ana, 
at  G  a.  m.  on  the  3d,  anchored  off  Williamston,  on  the  Roanoke,  where  he  soon 
had  an  inter>'iew  with  General  Foster,  and  arranged  for  an  advance  on  Ham- 
ilton ;  and  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  4th,  the  Valley  Citv  having  led,  followed  by  the 
Perry,  Hetzel,  Hunchback,  and  Seymour,  arrived  at  Rainbow  Bluff  batteries, 
which  were  found  in  possession  of  our  troops,  who  had  advanced  without 
muking  the  preconcerted  signal  to  the  gunboats.  The  enemy  had  previously 
left  these  batteries  and  taken  off  the  guns.  Our  gunboats  then  went  to  Ham- 
ilton, where  they  found  no  rebel  gunboats  in  process  of  construction.  That 
evening  the  array,  accompanied  by  four  pieces  of  naval  artillery  with  their 
crews,  left  for  Tarboro',  and  the  Valley  City  and  Perry  were  sent  up  the  river  a 
few  miles,  as  far  as  they  could  go,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemv. 

On  the  5th  the  Seymour  destroyed,  as  far  as  possible,  the  earthworks  at 
Rainbow  bluffs,  in  doing  which  ActiQg  Master's  Mate  Whall  was  accidentally 
killed. 

At  2  a.  ra.  on  the  6th  the  army  returned  to  Hamilton,  having  failed  to  reach 
Tarboro',  (owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  enemy  having  been  re-enforced  from  Rich- 
mond,) and  on  the  9th  instant,  the  joint  expedition  left  Hamilton  from  Ply- 
mouth, the  troops  returning  thence  to  Newbern  ;  also  Commander  Davenport, 
with  the  Hetzel,  the  Hunchback,  (in  want  of  repairs,)  and  the  Seymour,  (con- 
veying troops.) 

Commander  Davenport  is  satisfied  that  the  rebels  have  no  iron-clads  on  the 
Roanoke,  and  that  they  cannot  build  on  that  river  above  Williamston,  owing  to 
low  water,  steep  banks,  and  the  want  of  necessary  facilities.  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Flusser,  however,  believes  that  they  are  building  at  or  about  Halifax. 
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Commander  Davenport  is  strongly  opposed  to  engaging  the  gunboats  on  sach 
expeditions,  on  account  of  their  unfitness  for  service  in  these  narrow  and  crooked 
rivers,  from  whose  high  banks  sharpshooters,  protected  in  rifle  pits,  can  control 
and  sweep  our  open  decks.  It  is  obvious  that,  where  the  situation  does  not 
allow  tlie  gunboats  to  take  care  of  themselves,  they  cannot  assist  the  army» 
whilst  they  arc  themselves  exposed  to  the  worst  consequences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Activg  Rear  Admiral,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Hetzel, 

OffPlynwuthy  N.  C,  November  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  movements  since 
the  28th  October  ultimo,  the  date  of  my  last  communication  to  you,  having  re- 
ference to  the  state  of  affairs  at  this  place  and  on  the  Koanoke  river. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  found 
here  the  United  States  steamers  Commodore  Perry,  Hunchback,  Valley  City, 
and  the  army  gunboat  Vidette,  «at  anchor  off  the  town ;  the  Shawsheen  was  on 
picket  duty  some  six  miles  up  the  river.  On  consultation  with  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Flusscr  and  Captain  Hammill,  the  officer  commanding  the  post,  I  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy,  said  to  number  3,000,  were  posted  in  the  woods  about 
two  miles  in  rear  of  the  town.  It  was  agreed  upon  between  us  that  on  the  next 
day  we  would  make  the  attempt  to  shell  tliem  from  their  position.  Accordingly, 
on  the  31st  ultimo,  at  12  m.,  the  Valley  City,  Hunchback,  Perry,  Hctzel,  and 
army  boat  Videtto,  opened  fire,  and  for  half  an  hour  threw  shot  and  shell 
over  the  town  and  into  the  woods  beyond,  driving  the  rebels  from  their  position 
and  killing  two  of  their  number. 

Late  ont  he  afternoon  of  tlie  Ist  instant,  the  United  States  steamer  Seymour  ar- 
rived, with  the  intelligence  that  General  Fo?<ter  had  left  Newbem  with  a  strong 
force,  andwjis  tlicnon  his  march  to  Washington,  North  Carolina.  At  12.30  p.m. 
on  the  2d  instant,  while  on  my  way  to  Washington  to  confer  with  General 
Foster,  I  intercepted  the  steam-tug  Alert  with  despatches  from  the  general  re- 
questing me  to  meet  him,  with  the  gunboats,  at  vVilliamston  on  the  following 
day.  I  immediately  returned  to  Plymouth,  and  at  7  p.  m.  got  under  way  for 
Williamston,  the  Valley  City  leading  and  followed  by  the  Perry,  Iletsel, 
Hunchback,  and  armed  army  transport  Lancer.  At  G  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  8d  instant,  I  anchored  off  the  town  of  Willianis»ton,  where,  soon  afterwardB, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  an  interview  with  Gcnieral  Foster,  whose  march  had  been 
ineffectually  opposed  by  the  enemy  at  Rail's  Ford,  a  point  on  a  small  stream 
about  five  miles  distant. 

■  It  was  agreed  upon  that  we  should  begin  our  advance  on  Ilamilton  that  night. 
Accordingly,  at  7  p.  m.,  I  got  under  way  in  the  following  order :  the  Valley  City 
leading,  followed  by  the  Perry,  Hetzel,  and  llunchbjick.  The  Lancer  had  re- 
turned during  the  afternoon  to  Plymouth  with  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 
At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  having  reached  the  barricade, 
which  is  almut  five  miles  below  Rainbow  bluffs  and  eight  miles  from  Ilanlilton, 
I  anchored,  for  the  double  purpose  of  awaiting  the  signal  from  the  advance  of 
the  army  and  avoiding  the  risk  of  a  pcossage  through  the  barricade  at  night.  At 
11a.  m.,  having  failed  as  yet  in  receiving  any  signal  from  the  army,  I  made 
general  signal  to  get  under  way,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  follo¥ring 
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order :  the  Valley  City  leading,  followed  by  the  Perry,  Hetzel,  and  Hunchback, 
the  Seymour,  which  had  arrived  at  7 J  a.  m.,  bringing  up  the  rear.  At  1  p.  m. 
we  came  in  eight  of  the  batteries  at  Rainbow  bluff,  which  wx  found  in  possession 
of  our  troops,  the  enemy  having  deserted  them  and  carried  off  all  the  guns. 
At  2  p.  m.  I  anchored  off  the  town  of  Hamilton. 

I  here  entered  into  another  agreement  with  General  Foster,  in  accordance 
with  which  the  Valley  City  and  Perry,  at  9.30  p.  m.,  proceeded  a  few  miles 
further  up  the  river  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  while  the  army  con- 
tinued its  march  to  Tarboro*.  At  night,  after  the  army  had  left,  pickets  were 
posted  in  the  town — ten  from  this  vessel  and  ten  from  the  Hunchback — under 
the  command  of  proper  officers. 

I  must  here  express  my  thanks  and  acknowledgments  to  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  Henry  Cushing,  of  the  Hunchback,  for  his  vigilance  in  securing  the 
enclosed  plan  of  batteries  at  Rainbow  bluffs,  and  papers  relating  thereto,  while 
on  duty  in  command  of  pickets  at  Hamilton,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant.  I 
look  upon  these  papers  as  among  the  most  valuable  acquisitions  of  tue  expedi- 
tion. 

At  10  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant  I  despatched  the  Seymour  down  the  river  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  earthworks  at  Rainbow  bluffs.  At  5  p.  m.  she 
returned,  having  accomplished,  as  far  as  possible,  the  object  for  which  she  was 
sent.  I  regret  extremely  to  inform  you  that,  while  in  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Whall  was  mortally,  and  one  man  slightly,  wounded, 
by  the  premature  explosion  of  a  mine. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  the  United  States  steamer 
Lockwood  arrived,  and  at  5.30  a.  m.  the  Seymour  left  for  Plymouth.  During 
the  afternoon  the  army  returned  from  its  march  in  the  direction  of  Tarboro', 
having  failed  in  reaching  that  place.  On  the  7th  instant  I  had  another  under- 
standing with  General  Foster,  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,)  in  accord- 
ance with  which  I  took  on  board  300  sick  and  disabled  soldiers,  whom  I  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  gunboats,  and  sending  the  Valley  City  and  Lockwood 
ahead,  with  orders  to  wait  for  me  at  Williamston  At  12.30  p.  m.  I  got  under  way 
for  the  same  point,  accompanied  by  the  Hunchback  and  Perry,  to  cover  the 
rear  of  the  army,  and  arrived  at  W  illiamston  at  11.30  a.  m.  on  the  8th  instant. 

At  6  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  the  army  began  its  march  for  IMymouth,  the 
Perry,  Valley  City,  and  Lockwood  having  left  for  the  same  place  on  the  pre- 
vious afternoon.  At  10  a.  m.,  when  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  had  left  Wil- 
liamston, I  got  under  way  with  the  Hunchback  for  Plymouth,  where  I  arrived 
at  3.30  p.  m.,  about  two  hours  in  advance  of  the  army.  I  shall  leave  a  forc6  of 
gunboats  here,  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  place,  in  conjunction  with  such 
force  as  it  is  the  intention  of  General  Foster  to  station  at  this  point.  When  the 
anny  has  embarked  for  Newbem,  I  shall  get  under  way  for  the  same  place, 
stopping,  probably,  en  route,  at  Washington,  to  confer  with  Acting  Lieutenant 
Renshaw. 

With  regard  to  the  results  attained  by  this  reconnoissance,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  rebels  have,  as  yet,  no  iron-clad  boats  on  this  river,  nor  do  I  think  it  prob- 
able that  they  will  ever  attempt  the  construction  of  any  vessel  of  a  formidable 
character  above  Williamston.  At  Hamilton  there  were  no  indications  whatever 
tliat  vessels  of  any  kind,  except  canoes,  had  ever  been  built  there.  The  bank 
is  bluff  and  bold,  affording  no  natural  facilities  for  wharves  or  "  ways,"  and  the 
river  is  narrow  and  current  strong.  Above  Hamilton  the  river  is  extremely 
narrow  and  tortuous,  abounding  in  snags  and  bars  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
Valley  City  could  not  ascend  more  than  five  or  six  miles.  I  learned  that  at 
Halifax,  the  next  town  above,  there  is,  at  ordinary  times,  from  one  to  two  feet 
only  of  water.  The  river  is  now  at  its  medium  height,  and  I  should  not  think 
it  possible,  except  daring  a  freshet,  to  float  an  iron-clad  boat  of  formidable 
dimensions  at  that  point. 
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In  conclusion,  I  must  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  tbe  intelli- 
gence, zeal,  and  skill  in  the  management  of  their  vessels,  displayed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Flusser  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Golhoun.  Nor  can  I  withhold 
my  praise  and  warmest  thanks  from  the  officers  and  men  generally,  who  vied 
with  each  other  in  their  efforts  to  aid  the  army  and  bring  to  a  successfal  issue 
the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com^g  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  RoadtfVd. 


Ojjerati  ns  at  New  River  inlet ,  and  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Eliis. 

UiMTED  States  Steamer  Hbtzbl, 

Of  Ncwberny  N  C,  November  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Gushing,  of  his  operations  at  New  River  inlet,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that 
the  United  States  steamer  Ellis  is  lost. 

I  trust  that,  in  consideration  of  the  courage,  coolness,  and  gallantry  displayed 
on  the  occasion  by  Lieutenant  Gushing,  his  course  may  meet  with  the  approval 
of  yourself  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  V,  Lee, 

Cominanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Indorsed.] 

Heartily  approved  and  forwarded. 

S.  P.  LEE,  Acting  Rear  Admiral, 


Umted  States  Steamer  Hbtzbl, 

November  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  entered  New  River  inlet  on  the  23d 
of  this  month,  with  the  United  States  steamer  Ellis  under  my  command,  suc- 
ceeded ill  passinrc  tli(^  narrow  and  shallow  place  called  the  Rocks,  and  started 
up  the  river.  My  object  was  to  sweep  the  river,  capture  any  vessels  there,  cap- 
ture the  town  of  Jacksonville,  or  Onslow  Coui*t-l louse,  take  the  Wilmington 
mail,  and  destroy  any  salt-works  that  I  might  find  on  the  banks.  I  expected 
to  surj)rise  the  enemy  in  goinf?  up,  and  then  to  fight  my  way  out.  Five  miles 
from  th(*  nif)Uth  1  eamo  in  sight  of  a  vessel  bound  outward,  with  a  load  of  cotton 
and  turpentine.  The  enemy  fired  her  to  prevent  her  falling  into  our  hands.  I 
ran  alongside*,  made  sure  that  they  could  not  extinguish  the  flames,  and  again 
steamed  up  the  riv(T.  At  1  p.  ni.  I  reached  the  town  of  .lacksonville,  landed, 
threw  out  my  pickets,  and  placed  gujirds  over  the  public  buildings. 

This  place  is  the  county  s(»at  of  ( )nslow  county,  and  is  quite  an  important 
town.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  going  up,  and  is  thirty-live 
or  forty  miles  from  the  mouth.  I  captured  twenty-five  >tan(l  of  public  arms  in 
the  court-house  and  post  ofiice,  quite  a  large  mail,  and  two  schooners.  I  also 
confiscated  the  negroes  of  the  confederate  postmaster.     1  forgot  to  mention  that 
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the  town  is  situated  on  the  main  dirt  road  to  Wilmington.     Several  rebel  oflScers 
escaped  as  I  neared  the  place  and  carried  the  news  to  that  city.     At  2.30  p.  m. 
I  started  down  the  river,  and  at  5  p.  m.  came  in  sight  of  a  camp  on  the  banks, 
which  1  thoroughly  shelled.     At  the  point  where  the  schooner  captured  in  the 
morning  was  still  burning,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  Ellis  with  rifles,  but 
were  soon  silenced  by  our  gims.     I  had  two  pilots  on  board,  both  of  whom  in- 
formed me  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  take  the  steamer  from  the  river  that 
night.     High  water  and  daylight  were  two  things  absolutely  essential  in  order 
to  tiike  her  out.     I  therefore  came  to  anchor  about  five  miles  from  the  outer  bar, 
took  my  prizes  alongside,  and  made  every  preparation  to  repel  an  attack.     All 
night  long  the  signal  fires  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  the  banks.     At  day- 
light I  got  under  way,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  worst  place  in  the  channel 
when  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.     I  placed  my  vessel 
in  position,  at  once  hoisted  the  battle-flag  at  the  fore,  the  crew  gave  it  three 
cheers,  and  we  went  into  action.     In  one  hour  I  had  driven  the  enemy  from  his 
guns  and  from  the  blufl",  and  passed  within  a  hundred  yards  of  their  position 
without  receiving  fire.     Up  to  this  time  I  had  been  in  every  way  successful,  but 
was  here  destined  to  meet  with  an  accident  that  changed  the  fortunes  of  the  day, 
and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  my  vessel.     About  five  hundred  yards  from 
the  blufls  the  pilots,  mistaking  the  channel,  ran  the  Ellis  hard  and  fast  aground. 
All  hands  went  to  work  at  once  to  lighten  her,  and  anchors  and  steam  used  to 
get  her  afloat,  but  without  success.     The  headway  of  the  steamer  had  forced 
her  over  a  shoal  and  into  a  position  where,  as  the  centre  of  a  circle,  we  had  a 
circumference  of  shoal  all  around.     When  the  tide  fell  I  sent  a  party  ashore  to 
take  imssession  of  the  artillery  abandoned  in  the  morning,  but  when  they  reached 
the  field  it  was  discovered  that  it  had  been  removed  while  we  were  at  work  on 
the  vessel.     If  I  had  secured  this,  I  proposed  to  construct  a  shore  battery  to 
asuint  in  the  defence  of  my  vessel  by  keeping  the  rebels  from  placing  their  bat- 
teries in  position.     At  dark  I  took  one  of  my  prize  schooners  alongside,  and 
proceeded  to  take  everything  out  of  the  Ellis  excepting  the  pivot  gun,  some  am- 
munition, two  tons  of  coal,  and  a  few  small  arms.     Steam  and  anchor  again 
failed  to  get  my  vessel  afloat.    I  felt  confident  that  the  confederates  would  come 
on  me  in  overwhelming  force,  and  it  now  became  my  duty  to  save  my  men.     So 
all  hands  were  called  to  muster,  and  the  crew  told  that  they  could  go  aboard  the 
schooner.     I  called  for  six  volunteers  to  remain  with  me  on  board  and  fight  the 
remaining  gun.     Knowing  that  it  was  almost  certain  death  the  men  came  for- 
ward, and  two  master's  mates,  Valentine  and  Barton,  were  amongst  the  number. 
These  gentlemen  subsequently  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery.     I  ordered 
the  schooner  to  drop  down  the  channel  out  of  range  from  the  bluffs,  and  there 
to  wait  for  the  termination  of  the  impending  engagement,  and  if  wc  were  des- 
troyed to  proceed  to  sea. 

Early  in  the  moniing  the  enemy  opened  on  us  from  four  points  with  heavy 
rifled  guns,  (one  a  Whitworth.)  It  was  a  cross-fire,  and  very  destructive.  I 
replied  as  best  I  could;  but  in  a  short  time  the  engine  was  disabled,  and  she 
wjis  much  cut  up  in  every  part;  and  the  onlv  alternatives  left  were  surrender  or 
a  pull  of  one  and  a  half  mile  under  their  fire  in  my  small  boat.  The  first  of 
these  was  not,  of  course,  to  be  thought  of;  the  second  I  resolved  to  attempt.  I 
fired  the  Ellis  in  five  places,  and,  having  seen  that  the  battle-flag  was  still  flying, 
trai!ied  the  gun  on  the  enemy,  so  that  the  vessel  might  fight  herself  after  we  had 
let>  her  and  started  down  the  river,  reached  the  schooner,  and  made  sail  for  sea. 
It  was  low  water  on  the  bar,  and  a  heavy  surf  was  rolling  in,  but  the  wind  forced 
us  through  after  striking  several  times.  We  were  just  in  time,  for  about  six 
hundred  yards  down  the  beach  were  several  companies  of  cavalry  trj'ing  to  reach 
the  mouth  «f  the  inlet  in  time  to  cut  us  off.  We  hoisted  our  flag  and  gave  three 
chwrs,  and  were  off.  In  four  hours  I  reached  Beaufort,  I  brr)uglit  away  all 
my  m?n,  my  rifled  howitzer  and  ammunition,  the  ship^s  stores  and  clothing,  the 
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men's  bags  and  hammocks,  and  a  portion  of  the  small  arms.    I  retained  aboard 
a  few  muskets,  pikes,  and  pistols,  to  repel  boarders. 

I  neglected  to  state  that  when  I  took  possession  of  the  enemy's  gronnd,  on 
the  24th  a  salt- work  was  destroyed,  and  ten  boats  rendered  useless  that  were 
to  have  been  used  for  boarding.  At  9  a.  m.  the  United  States  steamer  EUia 
was  blown  in  pieces  by  the  explosion  of  the  magazine.  Officers  and  men  behaved 
nobly,  obeying  orders  strictly  under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  I  respect- 
fully request  that  a  court  of  inquiry  may  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  to  see  if  the  honor  of  the  flag  has  suffered  in  my  hands. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  GUSHING,  Lieutenant. 
Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Senior  Officer,  Cojnmanding  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

[Indorsed.] 

Respectfully  submitted.     I  think  the  course  of  this  young  officer  should  meet 
with  the  commendation  of  his  superiors. 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Offici 


[Further  indorsed.] 

Received  and  forwarded  December  2,  1862,  with  the  expression  of  my  admi- 
ration of  Lieutenant  Cushing's  coolness,  courage,  and  conduct. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  Admiral,  Com^g  N.  Atlantic  BlocJc'g  Squadron. 


Commander  F.  A,  Parker^s  operations  in  Matthews  county,   Virginia^  in  AV- 

vemher,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Stkameh  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Annexed  is  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report,  of  the  26th  instonty  from 
Commander  F.  A.  Parker,  of  his  active  operations  in  Matthews  county,  in  con- 
nexion with  General  Neglee,  Colonel  Conyngham,  and  a  detachment  of  troops 
from  York  town.  The  exp(»dition  was  well  conducted,  and  its  results  and  succeae 
are  clearly  staited  by  Commander  Parker,  who  speaks  in  handsome  terms  of 
Lieutenant  Farquhar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oftlie  Navy, 


Umted  States  Steamer  Mahaska, 

Off  Yorktown,  Va.,  November  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  Friday,  the  21st  instant* 
Brigadier  General  Neglee  and  myself  concerted  a  plan  of  operations  against 
Matthews  county,  (whose  inhabitants  were  said  to  be  hirgely  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  salt,  and  in  smuggling  contraband  goods  from  the  eastern  shore 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia,)  which  wjis  carried  out  as  follows : 

On  the  night  of  Saturday,  the  22d  instant,  having  received  on  board  a  bat- 
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talion  of  infantiy,  three  hundred  strong,  under  the  command  of  Major  Conyng- 
ham,  of  the  52d  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  I  left  this  harbor  with  the  Mahaska, 
the  Greneral  Putnam,  and  a  small  tug  called  the  May  Queen,  (aboard  of  which 
I  had  mounted  a  rifled  howitzer,)  bound  to  East  river,  Mobjack  bay,  where,  <m 
the  following  morning,  I  ran  alongside  of  a  fine  wharf,  distant  three  or  four  miles 
from  the  river,  and  exactly  two  miles  from  Matthews  Court-House.  Here  the 
troops  were  disembarked,  and,  re-enforced  with  a  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer, 
manned  by  twenty  seamen,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Black, 
took  up  their  line  of  march  for  New  Point  Comfort  and  Winter  harbor,  while 
the  Greneral  Putnam,  with  a  detachment  of  seamen  and  a  howitzer  boat  from 
this  vessel,  all  under  the  command  of  my  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Farquhar, 
was  despatched  up  the  river  with  orders  to  capture  or  destroy  all  vessels  and 
boats  that  could  be  used  in  running  the  blockade. 

At  8  p.  m.  both  expeditions  had  returned.  The  result  of  the  day's  operations 
being  the  destruction,  on  the  part  of  Major  Oonyngham,  of  eleven  salt-works  and 
between  three  and  four  hundred  bushelB  of  salt;  and  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant 
Farquhar,  the  destruction  of  one  salt-work  and  the  burning  of  three  schooners 
and  a  number  of  scows  and  boats,  with  the  capture  of  a  lighter  and  twenty-four 
laree  canoes,  some  of  which  are  capable  of  containing  twenty-four  men. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Black  reported  that  while  on  the  march  Patrick  Madden, 
landsman,  suddenly  disappeared  from  the  ranks;  but  whether  he  had  inten- 
tionally deserted  or  straggled  from  the  command  and  been  captured  by  a  body 
of  rebel  cavalry,  who  hung  close  upon  their  rear,  it  was  impossible  to  say. 

On  the  following  morning  a  detachment  of  soldiers  was  sent  out  towards 
Matthews  Court-House,  while  our  men  were  employed  in  destroying  boats  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  and  at  1  p.  m.,  the  object  of 
the  undertaking  against  Matthews  county  having  been  successfully  accom- 
plished, I  got  under  way  for  Yorktown,  where  I  arrived  and  disembarked  the 
troops  about  sunset. 

Having  learned,  however,  shortly  before  leaving  East  river,  that  two  sloops 
were  hauled  up  on  the  beach  in  Horn  harbor,  which  had  just  brought  over  a 
cargo  of  goods  from  Maryland,  I  gave  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Crusader,  whom  I  fell  in  with  outside,  to  send  his  cutters  in  to  destroy  them, 
which  duty  I  have  since  learned  he  executed  immediately. 

Yesterday  morning,  with  this  vessel  and  the  Putnam,  I  ascended  the  North 
river  some  three  milt^s,  whence  I  sent  Lieutenant  Farquhar  up  the  river  in  the 
latter  vessel  with  the  same  instructions  as  before.  By  sunset  he  had  destroyed 
a  schooner  (Acting  Master  Dyer  in  the  meanwhile,  in  one  of  the  cutters  of  this 
vessel,  had  destroyed  another,)  and  a  vessel  on  the  stocks  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction, which,  he  thinks,  from  her  model,  the  strength  of  her  timbers,  &c.» 
&c.,  was  intended  for  a  small  gunboat.  In  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  I  would 
state  that  my  pilot  wa«  informed  some  time  since,  at  West  Point,  that  *'a  privtr 
teer  was  building  in  North  river."  At  night  I  anchored  off  Ware  river,  intending 
to  enter  it  and  the  Severn  to-day,  but  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  thick* 
slormy  weather. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  and  to  the  service  were  I  to  close 
this  report  without  making  special  mention  of  Lieutenant  Farquhar,  upon  whom 
the  major  portion  of  tl  e  Ubor  attending  our  little  enterprises  devolved.  Always 
reliable  and  always  eCcient,  his  high  standard  of  professional  character  is  appa- 
rent in  everything  he  nndertakes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servantv 

FOXHAX.L  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 

Captain  Thomas  Tijrnbr,  U.  S.  Navy^ 

Senior  Naoal  Ofiicer,  Newport  Neum^  Va* 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Report  of  Commander  Drayton  of  his  expedition  up  St,  Helena  sound  and 

adjacent  waters, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee,  of  hiB 
expedition  up  St.  Helena  soand  and  the  adjacent  rivers,  which  the  department 
will  find  interesting. 

RespectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Comd^g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S^[uadran. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Umted  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  24th 
instant,  I  left  this  harbor  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  25th  instant,  in  company  with  the 
Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  the  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Coni' 
manding  Bankhead,  piloted  by  the  Vixen,  Captain  Boutelle.  We  ci'osaed  this 
bar  at  4.30,  and  that  of  St.  Helena  sound  at  9.30,  a  steamer,  supposed  to  be  the 
General  Clinch,  then  being  off  the  entrance  of  South  Edisto  river,  which  posi* 
tion  she  shortly  left,  and  steamed  up  the  river.  I  soon  after  came  in  sight  of  a 
fort  on  the  point  of  Otter  island,  in  which,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  I  threw  a 
few  shells,  as  did  the  gunboats,  to  discover  if  it  was  occupied.  There  being  no 
answer,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession,  and  found  it  to  be  a  regular 
triangular  work,  with  two  faces  towards  the  water,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
each,  with  bastions  and  a  curtain  on  the  land  side ;  the  whole  surrounded  by  a 
ditch.  The  magazine  had  been  blown  up,  and  everything  carried  away  oar 
destroyed ;  the  only  thing  left  being  the  fragments  of  an  eighty -pounder  rifled 
gun  which  had  been  burst.  There  was  also  on  the  outside  a  large  quanti^  of 
timber  and  palmetto  logs,  which  I  left  undisturbed,  there  being  little  or  no 
probability  of  any  one  coming  to  remove  it,  and,  considering  that,  should  we 
occupy  the  place,  it  would  be  required  to  finish  the  work.  Having  made  the 
above  examination,  I  continued  up  the  Coosaw  river  with  the  gunboats,  piloted  hy 
Captain  Boutelle.  When,  just  after  passing  Morgan  river,  about  ten  miles  finoin- 
Otter  island,  I  came  in  sight  of  a  fort  directly  ahead,  and  at  the  junction  of 
Barnwell  creek  with  the  Coosaw ;  when  within  a  mile  we  threw  a  few  shells  into* 
it,  and  there  being  no  signs  of  occupation,  and  the  negroes  showing  themselTOB 
in  the  neighborhood,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession,  and  found  it  to 
be  a  redoubt  with  a  ditch  on  three  faces  and  a  steep  slope  toward  the  water, 
above  which  the  parapet  was  elevated  thirty  feet,  its  name  being  (as  we  foimd 
from  papers  picked  up)  Fort  Hey  ward.  The  armament  had  consisted  of  only 
three  guns,  one  rifled,  which  had  been  removed,  and  two  eighteen-pounderB, 
which,  being  of  a  very  antiquated  make,  and  spiked,  I  destroyed  by  breaking 
the  trunnions  off".  The  next  moniing  early  1  returned,  and  removed  to  this 
vessel  a  quantity  of  entrenching  tools  which  I  found  near  the  fort,  together  with 
a  large  sling  cart  and  two  siege  carriages  which  had  not  been  much  injured  by 
the  fire  which  had  consumed  Bufficiently  to  render  useless  the  other  one  and  su 
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of  the  limbers.  This  being  completed,  I  returned  to  Otter  island,  finding  there 
the  Vixen,  which  had  preceded  us  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  an  engineer. 
Lieutenant  O.  Rouke,  off,  who  had  been  sent  by  General  Sherman  to  join  us  at 
Coffin's  Landing. 

He  desired  to  make  a  drawing  of  the  fort,  and,  as  it  then  was  late,  I  anchored 
for  the  night,  leaving  again  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with  the  gunboats  and 
Vixen,  (there  not  being  water  for  the  Pawnee,)  to  ascend  the  Ashepoo  river,  as  I 
understood  that  there  was  a  military  station  a  short  distance  up.  After  running 
four  miles  I  discovered  a  redoubt,  and  having,  as  before,  satisfied  myself  that 
it  was  not  occupied,  I  landed  and  found  that,  like  the  others,  it  was  very  care- 
fully and  scientifically  built,  with  a  deep  ditch  surrounding  it.  Everything  had 
been  destroved  or  carried  away,  excepting  a  rifled  twenty-pounder  and  an  old 
Englii^h  eigh teen-pounder,  both  of  which  had  been  burst,  and  another  eighteen, 
which  I  destroyed.  Having  performed  this  duty,  I  continued  up  the  river, 
thinking  that  I  might  find  fortincatious  at  Mosquito  creek,  which  offers  the. only 
inland  channel  of  communication  with  Charleston.  None  had,  however,  been 
erected  there,  and  I  continued  up  the  river  to  the  plantation  on  Hutchison  island, 
about  twelve  miles  from  Otter  island,  which  was  as  far  as  the  vessels  could  go. 
Here  were  a  large  number  of  negroes,  but  no  white  men,  although  they  told  me 
that  there  was  a  picket  of  soldiers  about  three  miles  beyond.  At  this  time  I 
hoard  heavy  firing,  and  as  we  all  supposed  it  to  proceed  from  the  Pawnee,  I 
hurried  every  one  on  lK>ard,  and  returned  down  the  river  as  quickly  as  possible ; 
but,  on  n»aching  that  vessel,  was  told  that  the  sounds  came  from  the  direction  of 
Beaufort.  I  thep,  with  the  Pawnee,  got  under  way,  and,  accompanied  by  the 
other  vessels,  ran  across  the  bay  to  Hunting  Island  river,  where  I  landed  and 
looked  for  fortifications  on  the  point  of  Hunting  island,  but  could  not  find  the 
least  appearance  of  there  ever  having  been  any  there.  The  light-house  had 
been  recently  blown  up,  and  all  the  public  property  carried  away.  1  had  now 
examined  all  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  except  Coffin's  Landing,  which 
had  been  visited  by  Lieutenant  O.  Rouke,  on  his  way  across,  and  he  reporting 
that  no  works  ha<l  been  erected  there,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  the  delay  that 
would  have  been  occasioned  by  going  there. 

I  U'i't  Hunting  Island  harbor  at  7  a.  m.  this  morning,  and  reached  my  anchor- 
age here  at  meridian.  With  regard  to  the  other  inquiries  that  I  was  ordered  to 
make,  I  would  beg  leave  to  say  that,  whenever  practicable,  the  slaves  have  been 
removed,  as  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Ashepoo,  where  there  is  communication 
with  the  Edisto.  At  all  the  plantations  south  of  that,  however,  a  great  many 
still  remain;  at  Hutchison  island  not  less,  I  think,  than  one  himdred  and 
twenty.  Not  a  white  man  seems  to  be  left  anywhere  outside  of  the  line  of 
military  occupation,  which  was  higher  than  I  was  able  to  go  with  the  vessels. 
The  slaves  are  doing  nothing,  and  are  very  friendly.  They  assisted  us  volun- 
tarily wherever  we  wanted  their  aid,  and  sometimes,  as  at  Fort  Heyward, 
worked  very  hard ;  and  I  overheard  one  of  them  say  that  it  was  but  fair  that 
they  should  do  so  for  us,  as  we  were  working  for  them.  The  more  intelligent 
of  them  told  me  that  there  was  no  packed  cotton  in  their  neighborhood ;  that 
scarcely  any  had  been  packed  this  year,  and  that  not  much  more  than  half  the 
cotton,  and  scarcely  any  of  the  provision  crop,  had  been  gathered. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  great  importance  of 
the  tort  on  Otter  island.  It  can  be  easily  held,  and,  with  a  few  vessels  as  a 
support,  would  be  almost  impregnable  to  any  ordinary  force.  It  completely 
commands  the  inland  route  to  Charleston,  and  four  miles  above  it  the  Ashepoa 
and  South  Edisto  rivers  approach  each  other  so  closely  that  it  seems  to  me 
that  I  could  almost  have  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  latter  river  from 
my  vessel ;  and  a  few  guns  in  position  on  the  narrow  neck  of  land  that 
divides  them  might  easily  control  both  streams.  No  single  point  can  conmiand 
all  the  entranoes  into  8t  Helena  Boand,  as  it  is  five  miles  across;  bat  a  fort  on 
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Otter  iflland  ebats  up  the  most  important  one ;  and  in  its  immediate  vicinitj  and 
under  its  guns  is  perhaps  the  very  best  anchorage  for  ships  to  be  found  in  those 
waters.  I  forgot  to  mention  that,  as  far  as  we  could  make  out,  on  our  return 
down  the  river,  (the  Ashepoo,)  they  appeared  to  be  burning  houses  in  the 
direction  of  the  South  Edisto  river,  or  in  those  plantations  which  must  have 
still  been  in  possession  of  the  whites,  and  the  same  thing  seemed  to  be  coniinned 
during  the  night.  I  cannot  finish  without  mentioning  the  obligations  I  am 
under  to  Captain  Boutelle  for  the  skill  and  untiring  energy  he  displayed  in 
piloting  us  through  those  island  waters;  and  I  think  the  people  must  have  been 
a  little  surprised  at  seeing  vessels-of-war  passing  at  full  speed  up  narrow  and 
not  over-deep  rivers,  such  as  the  Coosaw  and  Ashepoo. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON, 
Commander,  Oommandimg  Paumee. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Bjoyal  Harbor. 


Flag- Officer  DuPont  sends  second  expedition  to  St.  Helena  hay,  and  tn'dtn 

reconnaissance  of  Wassaw  inlet. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  apprehension  of  losing  possession  of  the  bay  of  St.  Helena — bo 
exceedingly  valuable  for  a  harbor  for  its  proximity  to  Charleston,  and  for  ihe 
command  it  secures  of  large  rivers  supplying  interior  communication  with  the 
State  of  South  Carolina — has  induced  mc  to  despatch  a  second  expedition 
there,  under  Commander  Drayton,  with  orders  to  hold  the  island  until  General 
Sherman  is  prepared  to  assume  military  occupation  of  it,  when  he  will  transfer 
the  fort  to  his  troops. 

I  have  also  despatched  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  to  make  a  reconnoisBance 
of  Wassaw  inlet,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy's 
battery  there — information  which  the  commanding  general  has  expressed  to  me 
his  desire  to  obtain  before  landing  troops  on  Tybee  island. 

The  department  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe  that,  in  the  necessary 
occupation  of  St.  Helena  sound  and  of  Tybee  roads,  and  in  the  examinatioii  of 
Wassaw  inlet,  a  large  number  of  the  vessels  of  my  squadron  is  engaged,  whieh 
will  be  released  and  employed  on  blockading  duty  as  soon  as  Otter  and  Tybee 
islands  are  held  by  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commandmgf  ^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


Flag-Officer  DuPont  reports  Wassaw  island  abandoned,  and  encloses  report  of 

Co?nmander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  fortifications  ai 
Wassaw  island  have  been  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  after  removing  the 
cutting  up  the  platforms,  and  broaching  one  £Eice  of  the  fort. 
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For  the  circnmstances  attending  this  important  discovery,  and  the  temporary 
occupation  of  the  waters  of  Wassaw  sound,  as  well  as  for  a  knowledge  of 
the  inner  and  ultimate  line  of  defence  selected  by  the  enemy,  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  upon 
whose  judgment  and  skill  I  relied  fbr  the  execution  of  this  undertaking. 

Wassaw  inlet  and  sound  constitute  a  second  entrance  into  Savannaa  river; 
and  as  twenty-one  feet  can  be  carried  over  the  bar  at  high  water,  this  passage 
is  but  little  inferior  to  Tybee  entrance. 

The  highest  point  reached  by  Commander  Rodgers  was  about  eight  miles 
^m  Wassaw  bar,  about  ten  miles  from  Savannah,  and  between  four  and  five 
from  Thunderbolt  on  one  side  and  Montgomery  on  the  other.  These  two  last 
places  are  described  in  the  Coast  Survey  memoirs  and  reports. 

I  attach  the  highest  value  to  this  possession ;  but  I  must  confess  that  the 
addition  of  the  occupation  of  St.  Helena  sound,  Tybee  entrance,  and  Wassaw 
sound,  by  the  navy,  to  the  other  demands  upon  the  force  which  the  department 
has  so  liberally  placed  at  my  disposal,  threatens  to  embarrass  the  duties  of  the 
blockade  and  to  postpone  some  other  operations.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
department  will  nnd  it  possible  to  supply  me  with  more  gunboats  and  other 
vessels  of  that  class  propelled  by  steam;  having  which,  I  will  venture  to 
indulge  in  the  expectation  that  the  whole  of  the  sea-coast  of  G-eorgia,  and  a 
great  part  of  that  of  South  Carolina,  will  be  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
at  no  distant  period. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Cammandingi  h^. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
P(>rt  Royal  Harbor ,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  On  yesterday  morning  I  left  Tybee  roads  before  daylight,  with  the 
steamers  Ottawa,  Seneca,  and  Pembina,  and  crossed  the  bar  of  Wassaw  soijnd 
at  half  tide,  not  harag  less  than  eighteen  feet  of  water  upon  it. 

We  approached  the  fort  on  Wassaw  island  within  a  mile,  and  seeing  neither 

guns  nor  men,  we  did  not  fire,  but  I  sent  Lieutenant  Barnes  to  it  with  a  white 
ag.  Ue  found  it  an  enclosed  octagonal  work  with  platforms  for  eight  guns  on 
the  water  faces.  The  land  faces  were  protected  by  abattis.  The  work  was 
well  constructed.  The  guns  had  been  removed,  the  platforms  cut,  and  the  mag- 
azine blown  up.  From  the  freshness  of  the  foot-prints,  and  other  signs,  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  abandoned  very  recently.  Adjoining  the  fort  are  huts  or 
sheds  for  a  large  garrison.  Some  lumber  and  bricks  remain ;  everything  else 
had  been  carried  away. 

We  immediately  pushed  on  to  Cabbage  island,  where  we  had  been  led  to  look 
for  another  battery,  but  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  there.  We  went  to  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  through  the  Romilly  marsh,  and  to  the  mouth  of  Wilming- 
ton river. 

From  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  river  we  observed  a  battery  bearing  from  us 
about  NW.  by  W.  half  W.,  and  distant  about  three  miles.  It  is  on  the  river, 
and  jui^t  above  a  house  with  a  red  cupola,  which  is  one  of  the  Coast  Survey's 
points  of  triangulation,  and  is  about  ten  miles  from  Savannah.  Between  the 
bouse  and  the  fort  was  a  large  encampment,  but  we  could  not  count  the  tents. 
We  counted  five  guns,  apparently  of  large  calibre,  on  the  fiice  of  the  battery 
towards  us.    We  cofukl  only  see  one  gun  upon  the  other  £Biee,  but  there  may 
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have  hcen  more.  We  were  near  enough  to  see  the  men  on  the  ramparts  and 
the  glittering  of  their  bayonets.  We  eaw  several  small  vessels ;  some  of  them 
in  Romilly  marsh  were  in  tow  of  a  small  steam-tug,  but  they  were  all  beyond 
our  reach. 

Upon  Little  Tybee  island  we  could  see  no  earthworks,  but  could  not  get 
nearer  to  it  than  two  miles,  because  of  the  shoals.  In  coming  out  of  Wassaw 
sound  at  high  tide  we  had  not  less  than  twenty-one  feet  of  water  on  the  bar. 

Returning  to  Tybee  roads  at  1  o'clock,  I  landed  and  made  a  reconnoissance 
on  foot  with  the  marines  of  the  Savannah,  and  detachments  of  small-arm  men 
from  that  ship  and  the  Ottawa.  Upon  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  Lazaretto 
creek,  having  no  boats  in  which  to  cross,  our  progress  was  stopped.  We  waited 
until  low  tide,  but  the  creek  was  unfordable.  I  was  able,  however,  with  the  a«- 
sistance  of  Lieutenant  Luce,  to  obtain,  from  the  top  of  a  tree,  the  position  in 
which  a  battery  has  been  supposed  to  exist,  and  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
battery  there.  The  spar,  which  was  mistaken  for  a  derrick,  is  simply  a  place 
of  lookout,  and  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  earthwork  or  position  for  gons. 
A  battery  at  such  a  place  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  There  may,  however, 
have  been  a  signal  gun  placed  there,  as  the  dune  upon  which  the  spar  is  raised  ' 
is  upon  the  southeastern  part  of  Little  Tybee  island,  and  is  a  conmianding  point 
of  observation. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  for  the  most  earnest,  cor 
dial,  and  efficient  co-operation ;  and  also  Lieutenants  Commanding  Ammen  and 
Bankhead,  whose  vessels  were  always  in  the  right  place,  and  always   well 
handled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding,  &c. 


Commander  DraytOfCs  report  of  reconnaissance  in  North  Edisto  riveVf  4^.,  Dc 

cemher  16,  1861. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  a  report  by  Commander 
Drayton  of  a  reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  river  and  the  aajacent  waters.  He 
discovered  a  fort  there,  consisting  of  two  redoubts  for  five  guns  each,  connected 
by  a  curtain,  and  protected  in  the  rear  by  palisades  formed  of  thick  plank. 
The  cotton-houses  and  out-buildings  were  set  on  fire  at  his  approach.  Hearing 
that  there  were  five  hundred  of  the  enemy  at  Rockville,  a  small  town  in  the 
vicinity,  he  advanced  upon  them  and  found  that  the  encampment,  which  had 
been  occupied  some  four  months,  was  deserted  a  few  hours  before  his  arriyal  in 
such  haste  that  the  soldiers  had  taken  only  their  arms,  leaving  their  camp 
equipage  and  provisions  behind  them.  Captain  Drayton  took  on  board  the 
tents  and  provisions  and  a  quantity  of  cotton.  lie  left  the  Penguin,  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Budd,  in  popsession  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Drayton  next  ent(?red  the  South  Edisto,  where  he  found  similar  forti- 
fications deserted  and  destroyed.  He  also  communicated  with  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Truxton,  who  reported  that  everything  was  ([uiot  in  St.  Helena  sound, 
and  the  fort  there  was  being  rapidly  repaired  and  put  in  a  state  of  defence. 
Captain  Drayton  brought  in  two  prisoners. 

The  cotton  taken  by  Captain  Drayton  I  have  shipped  on  board  the  coal* 
schooner  M.  A.  Schindler,  Irelan  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia,  consigned  to 
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James  8.  Chambers,  navy  agent,  (as  per  bill  of  lading  enclosed,)  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag- Officer  Commanding t  ifc> 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Port  Royal,  S,  C,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  14th  instant, I  left  this  harbor  at 
daylight  of  the  16th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Daniel  Ammen,  and  Coast  Su-vey  steamer  Vixen,  Captain  C.  0. 
Boutelle,  but  at  the  bar  found  that  the  heavy  northeaster  which  was  blowing 
had  raised  such  a  sea  as  to  render  it  out  of  the  question  to  attempt  entering  the 
•  rivers  which  I  was  directed  to  examine.  I  therefiare  returned  to  my  anchorage, 
which  I  left  a  second  time,  however,  on  the  following  morning,  and  reached  the 
North  Edisto  at  2  o'clock.  Shortly  after  I  crossed  the  bar  with  the  Seneca, 
piloted  in  by  Captain  Boutelle  in  the  Vixen,  which  vessel  he,  however,  left 
when  we  were  inside  for  the  Pawnee,  his  vessel  remaining  astern  of  us. 

At  this  time  we  could  plainly  see  fortifications  ahead  on  Edisto  island,  distant 
a  mile  and  a  half.  As  it  was  reported  to  me  they  were  filled  with  men,  T  com- 
menced firing  slowly  from  my  bow  guns,  as  did  the  Seneca,  but  receiving  no 
answer  soon  ceased,  and  running  by  the  batteries  anchored  in  the  North  Edisto 
river.  On  landing  I  found  the  fort,  which  was  entirely  deserted,  to  consist  of 
two  redoubts  for  five  guns  each,  connected  by  a  long  curtain,  and  protected  in 
the  rear  by  a  double  fence  of  thick  plank,  with  earth  between,  and  loop-holed. 
The  guns,  as  the  negroes  informed  me,  had  all  been  removed  towards  Charles- 
ton some  weeks  back.  While  I  was  making  this  examination  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Ammen  had  proceeded  up  the  river  for  about  five  miles,  the  effect  of 
which  was  immediately  apparent  in  the  firing  of  cotton-houses  and  out-buildings. 

As  during  the  night  some  negroes  came  on  board  and  informed  us  that  at  the 
small  town  of  Rock\ille,  which  was  in  full  sight,  there  was  a  large  encampment 
of  soldiers,  at  least  five  hundred,  and  Captain  Boutelle  offering  to  go  up  the 
creek  on  which  it  was,  I  determined  to  make  them  a  visit  in  the  Vixen,  and  at 
daylight  on  the  17th  went  on  board  that  vessel  for  the  purpose,  taking  with  me 
the  boats  and  marines  of  the  Pawnee  and  Seneca,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Snell.  Owing  to  our  running  ashore  we  did  not  reach  the  town  until  near 
8  o'clock,  a  little  above  which  was  a  sloop  laden  with  cotton  and  provisions, 
which  I  took  possession  of  and  towed  alongside. 

There  being  still  no  signs  of  life  on  shore,  I  landed  with  about  fifty  men  to 
reconnoitre,  and  was  soon  satisfied  that  the  troops  had  left,  as  the  first  thing  seen 
was  the  negroes  pillaging  a  building,  in  which  was  a  large  quantity  of  commis- 
sariat stores,  consisting  of  rice,  sugar,  bacon,  com,  &c.  This  I  stopped  at  once, 
and  had  what  remained  removed  to  the  Vixen. 

Being  then  informed  that  the  camp,  which  was  a  mile  from  the  water,  was 
entirely  deserted,  I  went  there,  but  although,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  the  troops 
had  left  at  daylight,  and  it  was  then  only  a  little  after  eight,  the  negroes,  whom 
I  found  as  busy  as  bees,  had  removed  the  most  valuable  part  of  what  had  been 
left,  which  was  nearly  every  thing,  excepting  their  arms.  The  encampment  was 
a  large  one,  had  been  occupied  for  many  months,  and  its  late  tenants  had  evi- 
dently been  in  the  possession  of  every  comfort.  I  removed  to  the  boats  forty 
Sibley  and  four  ordinary  tents,  besides  a  quantity  of  articles  of  no  particular 
value,  which  were  lying  about,  and  found  at  a  neighboring  house,  which  seemed 
to  have  been  used  as  headquarters,  a  confederate  flag. 
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Saving  pretty  well  cleared  the  ground  of  what  was  worth  removing,  and 
being  desirous  of  examining  above,  I  left  at  2  o'clock,  and  proceeding  up  the 
river  with  the  Vixen,  not  liking  to  trust  the  Pawnee  in  so  narrow  a  channel, 
came  on  the  Seneca,  which  had  started  at  9  o'clock  to  explore,  fast  on  a  mud 
bank.  We  remained  by  her  until  9  o'clock,  but  found  it  impossible  to  pnll  her 
off,  owing  to  the  night  tide  not  being  as  high  as  the  morning  one.  While  lying 
here,  however,  I  sent  the  boats  and  burnt  a  sloop  which  had  been  ran  ashore 
some  distance  beyond,  while  attempting  to  escape  from  the  Seneca,  and  which 
could  not  be  got  afloat. 

The  Vixen  afterwards  returned  for  the  night  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Pawnee,  but  went  back  at  daylight  of  the  following  morning  with  a  party  of 
men  and  boats  from  this  vessel  to  lighten  the  Seneca,  which  vessel  was  got  off 
at  high  tide. 

While  the  Vixen  was  running  up  the  river  she  came  on  a  small  sloop  laden 
with  cotton,  from  which  two  white  men  were  taken,  whom  I  now  have  on  board 
as  prisoners.  As  in  the  meantime  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  all  in  a 
great  state  of  alarm,  had  collected  on  board  the  different  vessels,  I  determined 
to  land  them  on  the  point,  and  called  in  the  United  States  steamer  PengQin. 
which  was  cruising  off  the  port,  and  to  leave  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Budd  in 
charge  of  the  river,  after  my  departure,  until  he  could  hear  from  you.  Captain 
Boutolle  was  kind  enough  to  go  out  in  the  Vixen  and  pilot  the  Penguin  into 
her  anchorage  off  the  fort,  where  she  now  is. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  ran  down  to  the  South  Edisto,  and  leaving  the 
Pawnee  and  Seneca  at  the  bar,  went  in  with  the  Vixen.  I  found  the  fortifica- 
tions which  are  on  Edisto  island  entirely  deserted  and  partially  destroyed. 
They  consisted  of  two  redoubts,  which  mounted,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  four 

Sms  each,  but  the  guns  had  been  removed.  The  Dale  being  in  sight  across 
tter  island,  in  the  Ashepoo,  I  made  signal,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Tmx- 
ton  pulled  over  with  four  boats.  He  reported  that  everything  was  quiet  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  anchorage,  and  that  the  fort  on  Otter  island  was  rapidly 
being  placed  in  a  state  of  defence.  Up  to  the  present  time,  although  they  had 
been  in  sight  of  the  South  Edisto  forts,  where  we  were  lying,  they  had  not  yet 
landed  there. 

Having  finished  my  examination  of  the  South  Edisto,  I  returned  to  the  Pawnee 
and  stood  north,  with  the  intention  of  lying  off  Stono  for  the  night;  bat*  aa 
the  weather  looked  threatening,  and  the  Vixen  was  almost  out  of  coal,  I  went 
into  the  North  Edisto  again  for  the  night,  in  order  to  have  an  opjportuni^  of 
supplying  her  with  some.  Lieutenant  Commandhig  Budd  reported  everything 
as  when  I  left ;  but  on  the  following  morning  negroes  came  in  and  stated  that 
the  troops  who  had  left  the  encampment  at  liockvillc,  being  largely  re^nforced» 
showed  a  disposition  to  reoccupy  that  place. 

As  the  weather  was  too  threatening  to  permit  my  making  a  careful  examiiui- 
tion  of  the  Stono,  as  I  intended,  I  determined  now  to  return  at  once  to  thia 
place  and  report  to  you  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  North  Edisto.  This  I  have 
done,  reaching  my  anchorage  here  at  3  o'clock  to-day,  although  somewhat  de- 
layed by  the  sea  raised  by  a  very  heavy  northeaster  which  is  blowing  outside. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  I  sent  to  Charleston,  to  report  that  the  Pen* 
guin  was  in  the  North  Edisto,  and  with  directions  to  look  into  the  Stono  river 
on  his  way,  and  see  if  he  could  make  out  the  fortifications,  which  the  negroes 
tell  me  are  there  in  great  strength. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  my  indebtedness  for  the  ready  assist- 
ance rendered  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  and  Captain  Boutelle  in 
carr}'ing  out  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DKAYTON,  Cammandmg. 

Flag-Officcr  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Reports  of  the  examination  of  the  inlets  and  sounds  of  the  coast  of  Georgia. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  the  further  prosecution  of  my  examination  of  the  inlets  and  sounds 
of  the  coast  of  Georgia,  I  directed  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  to  take  under 
his  command  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  Seneca» 
Lieutenant  Commandin,^  Ammen,  steamer  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master 
Mathew,  and  to  proceed  to  Ossibaw,  where  he  was  to  inform  himself  as  accu- 
rately as  possible  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  inlet  and  sound,  and  in  the  Vernon 
and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers.  It  appears  that  there  are  no  batteries  on  Ossibaw 
island,  or  in  the  Great  Ogeechee,  up  which  river  he  ascended  as  far  as  Morrell's 
plantation,  which  he  found  abandoned. 

There  is  a  fort,  advantageously  placed  and  well  protected  by  marshes,  on  the 
side  of  the  land  situated  on  the  eastern  end  of  Green  island.  It  now  mounts 
eight  guns,  and  is  not  yet  completed;  it  commands  not  only  Vernon  river,  but 
the  Little  Ogeechee,  Hell  Gate,  the  passage  &om  Vernon  river  into  the  Great 
Ogeechee,  and  even  the  channel  of  the  latter  river. 

Commander  Rodgers 's  report  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be«  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Comd^g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  left  Tybee  roads  before  daylight  yesterday  morning,  with  the  Ottawa, 
Seneca,  Pembina,  and  Henry  Andrew,  and  crossed  the  bar  at  Ossibaw  soon 
after  8  o'clock.  Entering  and  passing  up  Vernon  river,  we  discovered  on  the 
eastern  end  of  Green  island  a  fort  mounting  eight  guns,  apparently  of  heavy 
calibre.  Near  it  is  an  encampment,  where  we  saw  about  seventy-five  tents. 
There  was  a  barrack  near  the  fort,  and  another  building  was  in  process  of  erec- 
tion. I  think  the  work  is  not  yet  completed.  The  foot  is  advantageously 
placed,  and  its  approaches  landward  are  well  protected  by  marshes.  It  has 
three  faces,  upon  two  of  which  guns  are  mounted.  It  commands  not  only 
Vernon  river,  but  the  Little  Ogeechee,  and  Hell-Gate,  the  passage  from  Vernon 
river  into  the  Great  Ogeechee.  Its  long-range  guns  will  also  reach  the  channel 
of  the  Great  Ogeechee. 

We  were  exactly  two  nautical  miles  from  the  fort,  and  after  observing  it 
c  ireful ly  we  steamed  down  the  river,  when  the  Seneca,  the  second  vessel  of  the 
line,  had  turned ;  a  well  directed  shot  was  fired  at  her,  apparently  from  a  rifled 
cannon,  which  fell  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  astern  of  her.  A  shot  was 
al8o  fired  at  the  Pembina,  apparently  from  a  heavy  smooth-bore  gun,  which  fell 
much  short.  We  did  not  nre  from  the  vessels,  being  at  too  long  range  for 
etToctive  practice ;  nor  was  I  willing  that  our  simple  reconnoissance  should  be 
reported,  for  the  comfort  of  the  enemy,  as  an  engagement  and  repulse.  Passing 
again  into  Ossibaw  sound,  we  entered  the  Great  Ogeechee,  and  steamed  up  it 
about  four  miles,  where  I  landed,  but  found  it  abandoned.  There  are  no  batte- 
ries on  Ossibaw  island  for  the  defence  of  the  sound.  I  saw  Vemonsburg,  but 
could  observe  no  battery  save  the  one  on  Green  island.  We  saw  over  the  land 
two  or  three  schoonen  at  the  head  of  Wassaw  Botmd«  which  had,  probably,  pasted 
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from  Ossibaw  through  the  Romilly  marshes.  I  have  to  thank  Lieutenants  Com- 
manding Stevens,  Ammen,  and  Bankhead,  and  Acting  Master  Commanding 
Mathew  for  very  hearty  co-operation.  The  pilot,  Mr.  Grodfrey,  showed  much 
skill,  though  he  had  never  before  been  in  Vernon  river.  Mr.  Dennis,  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  accompanied,  and  by  his  familiarity  with  the  topography  of  the 
country  rendered  me  much  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Barnes  aud  Acting  Master  Preston,  of  the  Wabash,  at  the  mast- 
heads, with  good  glasses,  carefully  observed  the  shores  and  were  always  on  the 
alert. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Commander. 
Fkg-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  a  second  expedition  to  St,  Helena  sound,  under  Commander  Drayton. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  a  report  of  Commander 
Percival  Drayton  of  a  second  expedition  to  St.  Helena  sound,  made  under  his 
direction,  and  consisting  of  the  sloop  Pawnee,  Commander  Drayt.on,  the  gunboat 
Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  the  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  the  sloop  Dale,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Truxton,  and  the  United  States  surveying  steamer  Vixen,  Mr.  Boutelle»  As- 
sistant Coast  Survey. 

Commander  Dravton  left  this  port  on  the  5th  instant,  and  proceeded  further 
up  the  Ashepoo  tnan  on  the  previous  occasion,  and  landed  on  Hutchison's 
island,  where  he  found  that  all  the  buildings,  including  the  negro  houses,  and 
the  picked  cotton,  had  been  burned  two  days  before.  An  attempt  had  been 
made  at  the  same  time  to  drive  off  the  negroes,  some  of  whom  had  been  shot  in 
their  efforts  to  escape.  Commander  Drayton  draws  a  most  painful  picture  of 
the  condition  of  the  negroes,  especially  of  the  aged  and  infirm. 

He  afterwards  explored  the  Coosaw  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  Beaufort  creek. 
Here  he  witnessed  a  similar  scene  of  desolation ;  and  such  was  the  destitute 
state  of  the  negroes,  that  he  was  induced  by  their  earnest  entreaties  to  bring 
some  of  them  to  Otter  island,  where  they  were  supplied  with  food  by  his  order. 

The  Isaac  Smith  and  Dale  remain  at  Otter  island  to  assist  the  army  in  its 
maintenance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPOXT. 
Flag' Officer  Comd^g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Novy. 


United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  sea  at 
daylight  of  the  5th,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding N.  Collins,  steamer  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A. 
Nicholson,  and  Coast  Survey  steamer  Vixen,  Captain  Boutelle,  and  reached  the 
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anchorage  off  the  fort  on  Otter  island,  St.  Helena  sound,  at  midday.  In  the 
course  of  the  afternoon,  some  negroes  coming  on  board,  and  reporting  that  there 
was  a  body  of  soldiers  at  the  entrance  of  Mosquito  creek,  a  place  up  the  Ashe- 
poo  where  the  inland  route  to  Charleston  commences,  I  proceeded  as  far  as  that 
place,  when  the  night  coming  on,  obliged  me  to  return. 

I  saw,  however,  no  signs  of  the  presence  of  white  people,  excepting  that 
some  buildings,  which  I  discovered  the  next  day  to  have  been  in  Hutchison's 
island,  wei-e  burning.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  United  States  sloop  Dale, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  F.  Truxton,  appearing  off  the  harbor,  I  sent  the 
Isaac  Smith  to  tow  her  in,  a  pilot  being  furnished  by  Captain  Boutelle. 

Unfortunately,  however,  when  half-way  up,  the  Dale  stuck  fast,  and  as  it  was 
then  about  high  water,  no  exertion  could  get  her  afloat  until  eleven  o'clock  of 
that  night,  when  she  was  forced  into  deep  water,  without  having  suffered  any 
apparent  injury,  and  towed  the  following  morning,  by  Captain  Boutelle,  in  the 
Vixen,  around  Morgan  island,  this  having  become  necessary,  owing  to  her  having 
forced  over  the  shoal  which  divides  that  channel  from  the  one  she  was  in 
originally.  So  soon  as  she  was  safely  at  her  anchorage  near  us,  I  proceeded  up 
the  Ashepoo  with  the  Unadilla,  Isaac  Smith,  and  Vixen,  to  examine  that  river 
further  up  than  I  had  been  able  to  do  on  the  previous  occasion.  On  approahing 
Mosquito  creek,  we  saw  a  picket  of  soldiers,  who  took  to  their  horses,  however, 
on  our  approach,  and  escaped  into  the  woods,  hastened,  perhaps,  in  their  flight 
by  a  shot  or  two,  which  were  thrown  after  them. 

Continuing  up  the  river,  I  landed  on  Hutchison's  island,  and  found  that  two 
days  before  all  the  negro  houses,  overseer's  house,  and  out-buildings,  together 
with  the  picked  cotton,  had  been  burned. 

The  attempt  had  at  the  same  time  been  made  to  drive  off  the  negroes,  but 
many  had  escaped,  although  some  of  their  number,  they  said,  had  been  shot  in 
attempting  to  do  so.  The  scene  was  one  of  complete  desolation ;  the  smoking 
ruins,  and  the  cowering  figures  which  surrounded  them,  of  those  negroes,  who 
still  instinctively  clung  to  their  hearthstones,  although  there  was  no  longer 
shelter  there  for  them,  presented  a  most  melancholy  sight,  the  impression  of 
which  was  made  even  stronger  by  the  piteous  wailing  of  the  poor  creatures,  a 
large  portion  of  whom  consisted  of  the  old  and  decrepid.  We  were  not  able  to 
leave  until  some  time  after  dark,  and  singular  enough  the  moment  we  were  fairly 
under  way,  a  bright  signal  light  was  burned  on  the  very  plantation  we  had  just 
quitted,  showing  that  some  of  the  blacks,  for  there  was  certainly  no  white  man 
there,  were  communicating  the  fact  of  our  departure.  On  the  following  morning, 
with  the  same  vessels,  I  started  to  explore  the  Coosaw  river,  but  very  soon 
after  leaving,  the  Unadilla,  unfortunately,  was  completely  disabled  by  the 
breaking  of  a  main  crosshead,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her  at  anchor,  and  con- 
tinue on  with  the  other  two  vessels.  When  off  Fort  Hey  ward,  I  left  the  Isaac 
Smith,  it  not  being  quite  safe  to  take  so  long  a  vessel  higher  up,  and  continued 
in  the  Vixen  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Beaufort  creek  to  a  place  called  the 
Brick  Yards,  where  I  had  been  told  there  was  either  a  fort  or  a  guard  of  sol 
diers.  Nothing,  however,  being  seen  of  either,  I  anchored  off  a  plantation  be- 
longing to  Mr.  By  the  wood  close  by,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information,  as  I 
saw  a  great  many  negroes  there. 

On  landing,  I  found  that  a  short  time  previously  the  cotton-house  with  its 
contents  hiid  been  burned,  and  all  of  the  negroes  that  could  be  caught  had  been 
taken  away.  Here  were  large  numbers  of  those,  however,  who  had  left  Hutchi- 
son's island  after  their  houses  had  been  burned,  and  who,  with  their  household 
effects  piled  up  about  them,  lined  the  beach ;  some  of  them  begging  to  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  Otter  island,  saying  that  they  had  neither  shelter  nor  food,  were 
taken  back  with  us. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  returned  down  the  river,  reaching  our  anchoring  off 
Fort  Otter  at  sunset,  the  Unadilla  having  been  towed  to  the  same  place  by  the 
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Isaac  Smith.  As  I  did  not  see  that  the  services  of  the  Pawnee  were  any  longer 
necessary  in  St.  Helena  sound,  and  thinking  it  important  to  get  the  Unadilla  as 
soon  as  possible  to  a  place  where  her  engines  could  be  repaired,  I  determined 
this  morning  to  tow  that  vessel  to  Port  Royal  harbor,  which  I  have  done,  reach- 
ing here,  in  company  with  the  Vixen,  at  half-past  seven  this  evening. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  before  leaving,  I  transferred  the  charge  of 
the  fort  and  adjacent  waters  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  who,  with 
the  Isaac  Smith  and  Dale,  will  remain  there  until  he  receive  further  orders  from 
yourself. 

As  about  one  hundred  and  forty  negroes,  most  of  them  in  a  very  destitato 
condition,  had  collected  at  Otter  island  before  my  departure,  I  directed  Lieute- 
nant Commanding  Nicholson  to  see  that  they  were  supplied  with  food  until 
some  disposition  could  be  made  of  them,  or  until  he  heara  lirom  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron^ 

Port  Royal  HarboTi  South  Carolina. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  G*  B,  Ba2ch*i  report  of  a  reconnoitring  rebel  Mieaimur* 

United  States  Steamer  Pocahontas, 
Off  Stono  Inlet,  ISouth  Carolina,  December  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  engaged  in  the  blockade  of  Stono» 
and  being  at  anchor  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  a  steamer  came  down  throng 
one  of  the  island  channels  and  passed  in  front  of  Stono  inlet,  and,  I  was  in 
hopes,  in  range  of  our  guns.^  I  directed  the  10-inch  gun  to  be  fired  at  her;  bat 
before  the  shot  could  be  repeated  she  had  passed  across  the  inlet  up  another 
channel.  My  impression  is  that  the  steamer  brought  down  a  reconnoitring 
party. 

Soon  after  firing  on  the  steamer  two  batteries  opened  on  the  Pocahontas  with 
rifled  guns,  which  dropped  their  shot  only  from  50  to  150  yards  short,  and  I 
can  commend  their  accuracy  of  fire. 

We  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  two  batteries,  firing  twelve  15^'  shells  and  three 
32-pounder  solid  shot,  but  the  distance  was  too  great  to  reach  them.  And  I 
have  to  report  that,  owing  to  our  strong  desire  to  got  closer,  this  ship  touched  the 
bottom  several  times,  but  being  soft,  and  having  been  promptly  relieved  from 
her  unpleasant  situation,  I  can  confidently  express  the  opinion  that  she  is  un- 
injured either  in  hull,  lower  mast,  or  bowsprit,  as  also  in  her  machinery. 

The  enemy  discontinuing  the  fire,  and  having  had  the  last  shot  at  his  batteries, 
I  stood  out  in  deeper  water  and  anchored. 

The  superiority  in  range  of  his  guns  was  soon  discovered  by  us,  and  we  conld 
but  express  tlie  regret  that  the  depth  of  water  prevented  us  from  shortening  the 
distance  and  thus  equalizing  the  power  of  his  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  BALCH, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Pocahonfae* 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Port  Royal,  South  Carolina. 


BEPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY.       173 


FJ^g'Officer  DuPontt  enclosing  report  of  the  clearing  of  Coosaw  river,  January 

h  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  attention  of  General 
Sherman  and  myself  has  be^i  drawn  for  some  time  past  to  the  design  of  the 
enemy  to  shut  up  our  troops  in  Port  Royal  island  by  placing  obstructions  in 
Coosaw  river  ana  Whale  branch ;  by  constructing  batteries  at  Port  Royal  ferry, 
at  Seabrook,  and  at  or  near  Boyd's  Neck;  and  by  accumulating  men  in  this 
vicinity  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  throw  a  force  of  twenty-five  hundred 
or  three  thousand  troops  upon  any  of  these  points  at  a  short  notice. 

In  a  confidential  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,  the  general  informed  me 
that  the  time  had  arrived  for  arresting  peremptorily  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 
and  for  doing  it  in  such  a  manner  as  would  serve  a  subsequent  purpose,  and  he 
requested  me  to  furnish  my  quota  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  this  combined 
operation. 

The  plan  of  conduct  having  been  fully  determined  in  several  conferences 
between  the  commanders-in-chief  and  the  neads  of  the  expedition,  and  the  first 
day  of  the  new  year  having  been  selected  for  the  time  of  attack,  I  appointed 
Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  to  the  command  of  the  naval  forces,  consisting  of 
the  gunboat  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  Pembina,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Bankhead,  and  the  four  armed  boats  of  this  ship  carrying  howitzers, 
under  the  charge  of  Lieutenants  Upshur,  Luce,  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master 
Kempff,  all  of  which  were  to  enter  the  Coosaw  by  Beaufort  river;  and  of  the 
gunboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  the  tug-boat  Ellen, 
Acting  Master  Commanding  Bndd,  both  of  which  were  to  move  up  Beaufort 
river  and  approach  the  batteries  at  Seabrook  and  Port  Royal  ferry  by  Whale 
branch.  The  armed  tug  C.  B.  Hale,  Acting  Master  Foster,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Barnes,  was  afterwards  despatched  to  Commander  Rodgers. 

The  part  assigned  to  the  naval  force  was  to  protect  the  landing  of  the  troops 
at  Haywood's  plantation,  (the  first  point  of  deoarkation, )  to  cover  the  route  of 
the  advancing  column  and  the  second  point  of  debarkation,  and  to  assail  the 
batteries  on  their  front. 

I  refer  you  with  pleasure  to  the  official  reports  for  the  occurrences  of  the  day ; 
and  I  have  only  to  add  that  from  the  note  of  Brigadier  General  Stevens,  (a  copy 
of  which  accompanies  this  report,)  and  from  various  other  sources,  I  learn  that 
the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  conducted  by  Commander  Rodgers  with  the 
highest  skill  and  ability.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  his  detailed 
report,  which  the  department  will  read  with  interest. 
Respectfully,  &c 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  reached  Beaufort  at  noon  on  the  Slat  of  December  with  the  gunboats 
Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  and  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Bankhead,  and  the  four  large  boats  of  this  ship,  each  carrying  a  twelve-pound 
howitaer,  under  Lieutenants  Upshur,  Luce  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master  Kempff. 
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At  BunBct  Licutcnnnt  Barnes,  of  this  ship,  joined  me  with  the  armed  steamer  E. 
B.  Hale,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Foster. 

In  order  that  no  intimation  might  be  given  to  the  enemy  of  our  approach^  these 
vessels  remained  at  Beaufort  until  after  dark,  when  they  ascended  the  river  to 
a  point  about  two  miles  from  the  Coosaw,  where  we  anchored  to  await  daylight. 

At  four  the  next  morning  I  moved  on  with  the  launches,  and  at  daylight 
joined  General  Stevens,  at  the  head  of  his  column,  at  the  appointed  place  of 
rendezvous.  The  troops  having  all  embarked,  we  crossed  the  Coosaw,  and  at 
8  a.  m.  the  first  detachment  of  volunteers  landed,  under  cover  of  our  boat  gnns, 
at  Haywood's  plantation,  and  with  them  went  the  two  light  howitzers  of  the 
Wabash,  to  serve  as  a  section  of  light  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Irwin,  of  the 
ship.  ' 

At  sunrise  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  succeeded  in  getting  the  Ottawa 
through  the  difficult  passage  of  the  "Brick  Yard"  and  in  icining  me  in  front  of 
the  column.  The  Pembina  and  E.  B.  Hale  arriving  snortly  afterwards  we 
proceedc^d  to  the  next  landing,  at  Adams's  plantation,  where  the  remaining 
troops  were  ordered  to  disembark.  In  our  way  up  we  threw  a  few  shells  into 
what  seemed  an  outpost  of  the  enemy,  near  a  long  embankment. 

Anchoring  the  gunboats  at  10  o'clock  so  as  to  cover  the  route  of  the  advancing 
column  and  the  second  point  of  debarkation,  where  also  our  launches  were  sta- 
tioned, 1  went  up  in  the  Hale  to  within  range  of  the  battery  at  Port  Royal  ferry, 
at  which  Lieutenant  Barnes  threw  a  few  shot  and  shell,  dislodging  a  body  of 
troops  stationed  in  the  adjoining  field,  but  eliciting  no  response  from  the  battety. 

At  1.30  p.  m..  General  Stevens  b<iing  ready  to  move,  the  gunboats  shelled  the 
woods  in  front  of  his  skirmishers,  and  then  advancing  we  threw  a  rapid  fire  into 
the  fort  at  Port  Royal  ferry,  and  anchored  in  front  of  it  at  2.40  p.  m.,  the  Ottawa 
passing  between  the  heads  of  the  two  causeways.  The  enemy  had  succeeded 
in  taking  off  all  their  guns  save  one,  but  I  could  not  learn  whether  any  except 
field  guns  had  been  removed  on  the  day  of  the  attack.  We  found  a  quantity 
of  8-inch  shells  and  30-poimder  rifled  shells  in  the  magazines. 

At  half-past  two  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  the  Ellen, 
Master  Commanding  Budd,  (the  other  vessels  which  you  had  placed  under  my 
orders,)  having  passed  from  Broad  river  through  Whale  branch,  came  within 
signal  di^tjince,  and  their  commanders  came  on  board  the  Ottawa,  having  assisted 
in  the  destruction  of  the  work  at  Seabrook,  but  their  vessels  were  prevented,  by 
the  lowness  of  the  tide,  from  joining  me.  The  Ellen  came  up  at  8  o'clock,  and 
the  Seneca  the  next  morning.  Immediately  after  the  Ottawa  had  anchored  the 
feny  was  reopened,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Roundheads  passed  over  and  occu- 
pied the  fort,  where  they  were  joined  about  4  o'clock  by  General  Stevens's 
advance  guard.  The  enemy  appearing  in  force  and  in  line  of  battle  upon  the 
right  of  our  troops,  at  4.15  the  Ottawa  moved  down  the  river  a  short  distance 
with  the  Pmibina  and  opened  fire  with  11-inch  and  Parrott  guns,  their  shells 
falling  among  the  enemy's  troops  with  great  effect,  driving  them  into  the  woods, 
and  clearing  the  flank  of  our  column,  where  the  skirmishers  had  been  engaged, 
and  the  enemy  had  opened  fire  from  a  field  battery  of  several  pieces. 

Soon  after  sunset  we  ceased  firing  for  a  while,  and  the  enemy  sent  a  flag  of 
truce  to  oiie  of  our  advanc<'d  j»osts,  to  a:*k  permission  to  carry  off  their  killed  and 
wounded.  Juf»t  then  the  gunboats  reopened,  and  before  Gen(*ral  Stevens's  mes- 
senger could  convey  his  reply,  tliat  the  firing  should  cease  for  an  hour,  to  enable 
the  enemy  to  carry  ofi*  their  wounded,  the  officer  who  had  brought  the  flag  had 
galloped  oft*.  At  sunset  1  landed  our  heavy  liowitzcTs,  directing  Lieutenant 
IJpshur  to  j)lace  it  in  battery  with  the  guns  already  on  shore,  under  Lieutenant 
Irwin,  there  being  no  artillery  with  the  brigade  but  that  of  the  Wabash.  At 
the  same  time  Lieutenant  Luce,  with  the  second  launch  and  its  rifled  gun,  and 
Lieutenant  Barnes,  with  the  Hale,  were  sent  to  the  lower  landing,  to  protect  the 
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boats  and  steamer  in  which  oar  troops  had  crossed,  and  to  superintend  their 
removal  to  the  feny,  which  was  accomplished  about  midnight. 

At  sunrise  we  re-embarked  our  boat  guns.  At  9.30  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d,  the  enemy  again  appearing  in  the  woods,  we  opened  a  hot  fire  of  shot  and 
shells  from  the  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Pembina,  Ellen  and  Hale,  and  after  firing  briskly 
for  a  time  slackened  the  fire  so  as  to  drop  a  shot  or  shell  into  the  woods  about 
once  a  minute. 

At  9.40  our  troops  began  to  rccross  the  ferry,  and  were  all  over  by  noon; 
our  field  guns  having  been  landed,  at  the  request  of  General  Stevens,  to  cover 
the  rear  of  the  returning  column. 

The  enemy  made  no  further  demonstration.  The  scows  which  had  been  used 
in  crossing  were  taken  to  our  vessels,  to  be  towed  to  Beaufort,  and  at  2  p.  m. 
we  got  under  way  and  moved  down  the  Coosaw,  to  a  point  near  the  Beaufort 
river,  where  we  were  compelled  to  wait  for  the  morning's  tide  to  pass  through 
the  '* Brick  Yard"  channel. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  the  great  satisfaction  I  found  in  co-operating 
with  General  Stevens,  and  my  admiration  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he 
handled  his  troops  and  made  his  combinations.  About  2,«500  of  our  volunteers 
crossed  the  Coosaw ;  their  conduct  and  bearing  were  excellent. 

I  have  to  thank  the  commanding  officers  of  vessels  for  the  skilful  and  prompt 
support  they  gave  me.  The  manner  in  which  their  guns  were  served  and  their 
vessels  handled,  imder  very  difficult  circumstances,  shows  the  highest  professional 
merit.  The  manner  in  which  the  boat  and  field  guns  of  the  Wabash  were 
managed  by  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  did  those  officers  much  credit. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  will  make  a  separate  report  of  the  service  of 
the  Seneca  and  Ellen,  at  Seabrook,  before  I  met  him  at  half-past  two  on  New 
Year's  day.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  that  his  work  was  thoroughly 
done. 

The  channel  of  the  Coosaw  is  so  narrow  and  so  shallow  in  many  parts  that 
it  does  not  afford  a  vessel  room  to  turn  by  the  ordinary  methods,  and  our  gun- 
boats were  consequently  very  often  aground ;  but  so  admirably  are  they  adapted 
to  this  kind  of  service  that  we  never  felt  any  solicitude  for  their  safety. 

Lieutenant  Coggswell,  a  signal  officer  of  the  army,  was  directed  to  report  to 
me  for  duty,  and  furnished  me  with  the  means  of  constantly  communicating 
with  General  Stevens  with  a  facility  and  rapidity  unknown  to  the  naval  service. 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  that  the  code  of  signals  invented  by 
Major  Meyer  be  at  once  introduced  into  the  navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hbadquartbrs  Second  Brigade  £.  C, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  3,  1862. 

Mv  Dear  Commodore:  I  would  do  great  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  did  I 
fail  to  express  my  satisfaction  and  delight  with  the  recent  co-operation  of  the 
command  of  Captain  Rodgers  in  our  celebration  of  New  Year's  day. 

Whether  regard  be  had  to  his  beautiful  working  of  the  gunboats  in  the  narrow 
channel  of  Port  Boyal,  the  thorough  concert  of  action  established  through  the 
signal  officers,  or  the  masterly  handling  of  the  guns  against  the  enemy,  nothing 
remained  to  be  desired. 
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^^tich  a  co-operation  tends  to  elevate  and  inspirit  both  Berviees,  and  aQgim 
everything  propitious  for  the  welfare  of  our  cause  in  this  quarter  of  the  eonntrj'. 

Truly  your  friend, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 
Brigadier  General 
Commodore  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  Squadraut  Port  Royal, 


Attack  on  batteries  on  the  Coosaw  river ^  January  1,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  January  6,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Seneca  and  the  Ellen 
in  the  attack  on  the  batteries  in  the  Coosaw  river,  on  the  1st  of  January. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Com'd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrcm, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtou,  D.  C, 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca» 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  circumstances  which  prevented  a  fulfilment  of  your  verbal  instmc- 
tions,  on  the  evening  of  the  31st,  are  known  to  you.  After  obeymg  jonr  signal 
to  come  within  hail,  we  left  at  sunset,  accompanied  by  the  Ellen,  Acting  Lien* 
tenant  Budd.  We  soon  found  oui-selvcs  out  of  the  channel,  and  anchoring  in 
three  fathoms  water,  the  Seneca  swung  and  grounded  on  a  shoal.  We  noon 
succeeded  in  getting  off,  but  as  it  was  near  high  water  of  spring  tide,  I  was  not 
willing  to  risk  the  co-oporation  of  the  vessels  by  attempting  to  run  the  some- 
what intricate  channel  of  Broad  river  after  night. 

At  early  daylight  of  January  Ist  we  were  again  under  way.  At  about  8  a. 
m.  we  entered  Whale  branch,  and  after  about  two  miles  run,  were  boarded  by 
Captain  Elliott,  79th  Uigh landers,  who  showed  me  his  orders  from  General 
Stevens.  As  they  were  entirely  definite,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  lend  our  iiill  co- 
operation to  the  ohjects  named,  but  as  they  differed  somewhat  from  mj  inatmc- 
tions,  I  asked  a  copy. 

A  mile  higher  up  Captain  Elliott  pointed  out  a  supposed  earthwork  at  about 
ten  seconds  range.  The  channel  being  narrow  we  anchored  with  a  kedge  at 
each  end,  and  opened  with  1 1-inch  and  20-pound  rifle.  The  vessel  dragging  in 
the  direction  of  the  earthwork  and  bringing  up  just  beyond  a  five-second  range 
induced  me  to  weigh  and  get  a  little  nearer.  Anchoring  with  kedge  astern  and 
port  anchor,  and  afterwards  by  the  help  of  the  mainsail,  we  were  enabled  to 
shell  the  locality  of  the  earthwork  and  adjacent  woods  effectually,  in  which  wo 
were  ably  seconded  by  the  Ellen. 

Captain  Elliott  embarked  about  three  hundred  men  and  landed  on  the  site 
of  the  earthwork,  and  by  means  of  signals  indiciited  to  us  tlie  position  of  the 
enemy,  in  sight  from  his  pickets.  We  again  o[)ened  fire,  and  sweeping  the 
woods  with  shell,  soon  received  another  signal  to  cease  firing.  On  examinatMMi 
by  them  it  was  found  that  a  platform  was  complete  for  a  heavy  gUD«  and  tbe 
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earthworks  themselves  capahle  of  mounting  a  number.  Everything  destructible 
was  destroyed  by  fire :  platforms,  the  wood-works  of  the  magazine,  and  the 
woods  in  which  the  works  were  hidden.  In  shelling  the  earthworks  and  neigh- 
boring woods  we  expended  twenty-three  11-inch  shell,  eleven  20-pound  rifle, 
eight  24-pound  howitzer  shells,  and  ten  24-pound  shrapnel. 

About  2.40  p.  m.  the  Ottawa,  Commander  Rodgers  on  board,  having  come 
within  signal  aistance,  and  being  abreast  of  Port  Royal  ferry,  made  signal  to 
come  within  hail,  but  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  tide  we  were  unable  to  comply, 
getting  aground  in  the  attempt.  The  Ellen,  however,  at  8  p.  m.  was  able  to 
obey  the  signal. 

We  learned  in  the  morning  that  four  hundred  rebel  cavalry  were  within  a 
thousand  3'ards  of  our  anchorage.  At  a  plantation  they  set  fire  to  cotton  and 
coni-houses,  driving  off  the  young  negroes,  and  leaving  the  decrepit  without 
the  means  of  subsistence. 

At  10  a.  m.  on  January  2,  by  order  of  Commander  Rodgers,  we  got  under 
way,  and  after  a  short  detention  on  another  sand-bank,  succeeded  in  reaching 
Port  Royal  ferry,  and  by  order  commenced  shelling  the  enemy's  encampments, 
expending  in  doing  so  nine  11-inch  shell  and  six  20-pound  rifle.  We  took  four 
scows  in  tow  belonging  to  the  army,  and  brought  them  to  Beaufort  from  Port 
Royal  ferry,  by  order  of  Commander  Rodgers ;  and  being  directed  to  follow 
signals  of  the  Ottawa,  any  further  report  is  deemed  unnecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMEN, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Baxter^ s  report  of  the  burning  of  the  srJiooner 

Prince  of  Wales. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor ,  South  Carolina,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  the 
Gem  of  the  Seas,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baxter,  ran  on 
shore  and  burned  the  British  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  of  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, (on  the  list  of  vessels  furnished  by  the  department,)  laden  with  salt  and 
oranges,  at  North  inlet,  nine  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  entrance  to  George- 
town.    Hit*  report  is  enclosed.  •••  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer t  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


United  States  Bark  GbiM  op  the  Seas, 
Off  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  December  25,  1861. 

Sir:  About  half-paat  seven  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  as  we  were  cruising 
off  the  north  end  of  North  island,  wind  from  north,  saw  a  schooner  running 
down  the  coast,  close  in  shore.  We  immediately  tacked  and  stood  to  the  north- 
east, in  order  to  cut  her  off;  she  then  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  stood  in  for  the 
land.     We  immedialely  tadied  ship  again,  hoiated  oar  colors,  and  stood  in  for 
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land.     As  she  did  not  show  her  colors,  we  fired  a  shot  across  her  bows,  to  which 
she  paid  no  attention.     We  then  gave  her  another  shot,  which  fell  astern  of  her. 
A  third  shot  was  then  fired,  which  we  afterwards  discovered  went  thrungh  her 
bulwarks,  cut  in  two  a  spar  lying  on  deck,  then  struck  a  cask  of  water,  and 
glanced  through  her  deck  into  the  hold.     Four  more  shots  were  fired  at   her. 
which  did  no  execution.     As  the  last  shot  was  fired  she  passed  into  the  north 
entrance,  and  after  running  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  inside  the  point,  ran  aground. 
One  of  her  boats  was  immediately  lowered  and  pulled  witn  all  haste  up  the 
creek.    The  creek,  or  channel,  could  be  plainly  seen  from  the  mast-head.     We 
were  then  laying  too,  about  two  miles  from  land,  in  five  fathoms  water.     We 
lowered  the  first  cutter  without  delay,  and  sent  Mr.  Coffin,  (master's  mate)  to- 
wards shore  to  take  soundings.     At  this  time  a  sail  was  reported  bearing  south* 
east  from  us,  which  we  soon  made  out  to  be  the  United  States  steamer  James 
Adger.     The  captain's  gig  was  then  lowered,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Clark,  (executive 
officer.)  was  sent  in  to  reconnoitre;  and  soon  after  the  schooner  was  reported  to 
be  on  fire,  and  two  boats  pulling  away  from  her  up  the  creek  for  dear  life.     On 
coming  up  with  the  first  cutter,  Mr.  Clark  joined  Mr.  Coffin,  sent  his  own  boat 
back,  pulled  inside  the  bar  and  boarded  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the 
English  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  loaded  with 
fi-uit  and  salt.    Her  cabin  was  in  flames,  and  the  wind  was  blowing  the  fire  for- 
ward.    As  the  tide  was  rising,  she  soon  swung  oflf,  when  he  let  go  her  anchors; 
this  brought  her  head  to  the  wind,  and  took  the  fire  over  her  stem ;  after  which 
Mr.  Clark  left  her  and  pulled  for  th(?  bark  to  report.     In  the  mean  time  we  had 
lowered  the  second  cutter  and  sent  Mr.  Provost  (acting  master)  to  the  asi^iHtance 
of  Mr.  Clark.     Signals  for  assistance  were  also  set  for  the  steamer,  but  she  only 
came  within  two  miles  of  us,  and  there  lay,  without  answering  them,  for  at  leai«t 
two  hours.     The  second  cutter  went  in  and  boarded  the  schooner,  passing  Mr, 
Clark  on  his  return  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  outside  the  breakers.    Mr.  Pro- 
vost immediately  set  all  hands  to  work  to  check  the  fire,  hoping  to  save  the 
schooner  and  bring  her  out  to  sea.    Having  no  buckets,  the  whole  complcmeni 
of  cooking  utensils,  such  as  saucepans,  kettles,  cofiee  pots,  &c.,  were  Drought 
into  re([uisition,  and,  after  an  hour's  hard  labor,  throwing  water  and  sprinkling 
salt  ov(.'r  the  burning  timbers,  the  tire  was  subdued.     By  this  time  Messrs.  Clark 
and  Coffin  had  returned,  and  we  at  once  hauled  up  the  anchors  and  attempted  to 
tow  h(?r  out.     Another  boat  tlien  came  alongside  from  the  bark,  under  charge  of 
Mr.  Molloy,  (master's  mate.)     Thoy  succeeded  in  towing  her  out  of  the  creek, 
when  a  fire  was  opened  upon  them  with  rifles  from  the  main  land,  the  buUets 
dropping  and  skipping  around  them  so  thick  and  ilEist  that  they  attempted  to 
turn  from  the  channel  and  find  a  passage  to  tow  her  through  the  breakers ;  she 
soon  grounded,  however,  and  finding  no  passage  except  through  the  channely 
which  runs  close  under  the  land,  within  150  yards  of  the  beach  where  this  com- 
pany of  riflemen  were  stationed,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  schooner,  but 
not  until  they  had  kindled  good  fires  fore  and  aft.     The  second  cutter,  in  charge 
of  Mr.  l*rovost,  was  detained  some  time  longer  than  the  other  boats,  in  order  to 
get  the  fire  well  started ;  wh(?n,  us  she  crossed  the  breakers,  eight  reln^s  made 
th(»ir  appearance  on  the  point  (having  crept  along  on  the  outside  of  the  island 
whih^  they  were  inside)  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  boat,  which  wa»  re- 
turned from  all  the  boats.     None  of  our  men  were  injured,  although  the  bullets 
fell  over  and  around  them  as  fast  as  the  scoundrels  could  load  and  fire  their 
pieces. 

The  steamer  came  within  hailing  distance  in  the  afternoon,  and,  aft^r  hailing  a 
consultation  with  Captain  Marchand,  we  sent  in  fire-boats  (two  from  the  baik 
and  three  from  the  steamer)  to  blow  the  schooner  to  pieces,  fearing  that,  other- 
wi.-<e,  she  might  not  be  efi'ectually  destroyed. 

But,  on  reaching  the  breakers,  the  tide  was  found  to  be  entirely  too  low  Ibr 
the  boats  to  enter,  and  we  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt.    On  turning  to 
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leave,  our  boats  were  greeted  with  terrific  yells  from  the  rebels  on  the  island, 
and  also  with  another  charge  of  musketry,  but  received  no  injury. 

The  schooner  is  still  burning  this  morning,  and  her  masts  have  gone  over- 
board, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  she  and  her  cargo  are  hopelessly  ruined. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  BAXTER,  Commanding, 
Commodore  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag- Officer,  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Reports  hy  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  of  occurrences  in  North  Edisto 
river  from  December  24,  1861,  to  January  21,  1862,  inclusive. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
PoH  Royal  Harbor y  S,  C,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  department  the  report  of  Com- 
mander Drayton  of  a  reconnoissance  in  South  and  North  Edisto.  I  have,  since 
this  reconnoissance,  always  had  one  or  two  ships  in  North  Edisto,  and  I  here- 
with enclose  three  interesting  reports  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  of  the 
Seneca,  detailing  occurrences  there  up  to  a  very  recent  period. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer y  Comd*g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Port  Roy  ah  S,  C,  December  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  Seneca  entered  North  Edisto  harbor  on  the  noon  of  the  following  day.  Not 
having  taken  the  precaution  to  run  up  the  distance  and  anchor  off  the  port  in 
the  morning,  owing*  to  a  strong  northwest  wind  and  con8ec[uent  current,  we  found 
ourselves  at  daylight  near  Charleston. 

We  found  the  Pen^in  at  North  Edisto,  and  that  the  blacks  under  her  charge 
on  Botanv  Bay  island  were  constantly  increasing  in  number,  amounting,  at  this 
time,  probably  to  between  seven  and  nine  hundred.  They  have  built  huts  and 
appear  contented,  but  I  fear  their  supplies  of  com  will  soon  fall  short,  owing  to 
their  improvidence  and  the  limited  extent  of  country  over  which  they  range. 

I  bring  from  the  Penguin  three  prisoners,  white  men,  who  were  tidLen  by  the 
negroes  on  Edisto  island  and  brought  on  board  of  that  vessel  by  them.  They  are, 
doubtless,  the  three  men  alluded  to  in  my  verbal  report  of  the  22d.  I  found,  at 
the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  west  point  of  Edisto  harbor,  141  8-inch  shell 
buried  in  the  sand ;  they  were  saboted,  filled,  and  fuzed.  Owing  to  their  expo- 
sure I  thought  the  fuzes  defective,  even  if  ever  of  good  quality,  and  therefore 
carried  the  shells  to  the  low-water  mark  to  prevent  accident  on  the  removal  of 
the  fiizes.  The  shells  themselves  are  not  of  such  quality  as  we  would  wish  to 
use  in  our  service. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  owing  to  exact  information  that  the  house  of  Mr. 
King  was  again  the  quarters  of  rebels,  this  vessel  went  up  the  river,  and  from 
a  convenient  locality  shelled  the  premises,  and  also  a  wood  on  White  Point,  in 
whicli  a  number  of  cavalry  had  taken  refuge.  They  left  in  haste,  and,  I  am 
informed,  with  the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or  wounded.  1  learned  yesterday  even- 
ing that  on  the  26th  one  thousand  additional  men  had  arrived  at  the  localities 
mentioned,  and  that  on  the  27th  two  heavy  field-pieces  of  artillery  had  been 
brought,  and  that  on  the  2Sth  six  additional  pieces  had  arrived,  two  of  which 
had  been  carried  to  8ome  point  that  I  could  not  ascertain.    On  this  morning  the 
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Sonoca,  accompanied  by  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  shelled 
the  locality  and  some  fifty  cavalry,  who  took  to  flight.  Not  doubting  the  fact 
of  heavy  pieces  of  artillery  having  been  brought  and  not  yet  in  battery,  I  re- 
garded it  as  of  sufficient  importance,  and  falling  within  my  instructions,  to  com- 
municate  with  you  without  delay. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that  Wadmclaw,  John's,  and  some  parts  of  North 
Edipto  islands,  are  infested  with  gangs  of  rebel  cavalry,  whose  principal,  if  not 
sole,  object  is  to  drive  the  negroes  into  the  interior.  We  understand  there  is  a 
large  encampment  within  three  miles  of  Rockville,  and  that  at  low  tide  they 
visit  that  locality ;  but  not  wishing  to  injure  property,  and  bearing  in  mind  your 
order  to  that  effect,  I  have  not  shelled  it.  I  have  established  a  beacon  and 
ran^e  on  the  southwest  side  of  North  Edisto  harbor,  and  found  it  to  answer 
well  for  our  draft  of  water,  but  will  reserve  sailing  directions  until  we  have  had 
an  o})portuuity  of  making  soundings  in  the  vicuiity  of  the  range  and  over  the  bar. 

Bearing  in  mind  your  inquiry  as  to  the  use  of  Stono  as  a  port  for  Charleston. 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  prisoners  appears  to  have  exact  informatioQ 
en  that  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DAN'L  AMMEN, 
Lievtenant,  Commanding  Seneca, 

Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DlTont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Sexkca, 

North  Edisto  Harbor ^  January  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  5th  we  entered  the  port 
of  North  Edisto,  having  left  Port  Royal  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  4th  instant.  The 
Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  was  in  command  of  these  waters.  The 
colony  has  largely  increased,  numbering,  probably,  one  thousand  negroes. 

On  the  2d  or  3d  the  Penguin  went  up  to  Bear  bluff,  particularly  to  enable  the 
negroes  to  get  a  supply  of  maize.  They  brought  away  one  hundred  bushels*  and 
burned  the  remaind(ir,  and  also  the  house  occupied  by  rebel  soldiers,  \rho  had 
fired  upon  them.  I  have  encouraged  the  collection  of  maize  and  other  food,  and 
hav(^  no  apprehensions  of  immediate  want. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  Seneca  proceeded  up  to  White  Point,  accom- 
panied by  the  Penguin.  We  found  King's  house  apparently  deserted,  and  only 
a  few  mounted  pickets  at  James  Legare*s,  and  ascertained  that  they  no  longer 
u.sed  the  houses  as  barrjicks. 

The  rebels  have  brought  nine  pieces  of  field  artillery,  no  doubt  for  our  benefit 
B-hould  we  get  aground  near  White  Point.  This,  I  suppose,  is  the  heavy  aztil* 
lery  mentioned  by  a  fonuer  report.  I  regard  it  as  advisable,  and  perhaps  ne* 
cessiiry,  that  two  vessels  should  be  here,  and  also,  if  the  army  do  not  intend  to 
occu])y  this  important  point,  that  all  the  blacks  who  desire  to  leave  should  hare 
the  opportunity.  I'hit*  would,  no  doubt,  avoid,  in  some  measure,  the  exertions 
which  will  otherwise  be  made,  sooner  or  later,  to  capture  them. 

Tlie  prir^oner,  a  Mr.  Black,  is  well  known  to  the  blacks,  who  appear  to  regard 
him  with  great  suspicion.  You  will  rem(*mb(T  him  as  the  i)erson  sent  up  to  mCf 
and  to  b(^  released.  Owing  to  their  fears,  I  continue  to  hold  him,  and  sliall  do 
so  several  days  longer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

DAN.  AMMEN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca* 

Fliig-Officer  Sa.mi  kl  F.  DrPoxT, 

C(/mmanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  in  the  Southern  Ailantie. 
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United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina^  January  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  the  15th  instant  a  party  of  seven, 
headed  by  a  man  named  Magraw,  who,  I  understand,  has  been  a  prisoner  and 
was  released,  came  to  Edisto  island,  from  the  western  side,  and  took  some  two 
hundred  bags  of  cotton,  carrying  it  to  the  main  land. 

As  stated  in  my  report  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon 
the  negroes  the  necessity  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  for  that  purpose  they  have 
visited  the  plantation  of  John  Townsend,  which  lies  within  range  of  ll-inch 
gun,  from  near  the  usual  anchorage  at  North  Edisto.  On  Sunday  (19th)  two 
negroes,  who  went  up  early  and  in  a  heavy  fog,  narrowly  escaped  being  shot  or 
captured  by  a  party  of  soloiers ;  the  number  seen  was  estimated  at  twenty.  One 
of  the  negroes  was  shot  through  his  clothing.  As  soon  as  the  fog  cleared  away 
I  took  the  vessel  in  position  which  would  enable  us  to  see  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  as  no  signs  of  life  appeared,  did  not  throw  shells. 

It  is  understood  from  negroes  that  considerable  supplies  of  cotton  may  still  be 
found  on  Edisto  island  if  a  reconnoissance  in  force  should  be  made.  If  that  is 
not  contemplated,  or  its  occupation,  I  fear  the  colony,  now  numbering  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred,  will  be  in  want  of  food,  perhaps  within  a  fortnight.  As 
every  party  going  after  maize  will  have  to  be  accompanied  by  armed  boat's  crews 
and  a  howitzer,  I  fear  that  collecting  food  over  the  country  will  fall  below  or 
hardly  exceed  the  consumption. 

The  bad  weather,  and  the  absence  of  other  vessels,  have  prevented  taking 
soundings  over  the  bar  and  forwarding  directions  for  crossing,  and  also  a  particu- 
lar examination  of  the  bar  off  Stono,  if  it  could  have  been  done  without  prejudice 
to  the  duties  assigned  me. 

I  learn  from  the  negp-oes  that  they  have  small  quantities  of  cotton  hidden  in 
various  localities,  and  small  quantities  unginned  are  to  be  found  on  nearly  all  of 
the  plantations  on  Edisto  island,  the  soldiers  not  having  been  there  to  bum  the 
cotton-houses,  as  they  did  on  the  opposite  shores,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Pawnee, 
accompanied  by  this  vessel.  I  would  think  it  advisable  that  the  officer  control- 
ling these  waters  should  know  whether  it  is  desirable  to  induce  the  negroes  to 
bring  the  cotton  in  and  to  gin  all  that  can  be  reached ;  and  if  so,  what  amount 
of  compensation  would  be  allowed  them  per  pound,  or  otherwise. 

It  is  understood  that  supplies  of  maize  are  much  needed  in  Charleston  and 
elsewhere.  I  have  accounts  of  several  lots  that  were  on  Wadmelaw  and  John's 
islands  having  been  removed,  and  think  the  incursions  mentioned  on  Edisto  are 
to  effect  the  same  object,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  the  cotton  crop  supposed  to  be 
there. 

The  force  of  a  gunboat  is  so  limited  as  not  to  admit  of  landing  a  formidable 
party.  On  that  account  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  land,  and  did  not 
intend  to  do  so,  except,  from  time  to  time  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  water, 
for  the  protection  of  the  negroes  in  obtaining  their  necessary  supplies.  You 
will  perceive  how  advantageous  to  our  purposes  a  reconnoissance  in  force  would 
be,  even  if  continued  only  one  or  two  aays. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  indicating  the  changes  in  the  blacks,  that  now  they 
express  themselves  most  anxious  to  obtain  arms.  The  black  man  who  has 
general  superintendence  of  the  colony,  wished  to  land  his  forces  in  Rockville 
and  drive  the  soldiers  back,  expressing  the  utmost  confidence  that  with  about 
twenty  old  muskets  that  thev  had  picked  up,  many  of  them  with  flint  locks,  he 
would  be  able  to  effect  his  object. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  off  Edisto 
bar  yesterday  morning,  the  Seneca  stood  out  and  piloted  her  into  the  harbor, 
barely  getting  in  before  a  dense  fog  set  in,  which  continued  until  it  was  not 
possible  to  reach  Port  Royal  that  evening  with  the  strong  head  wind  then  blow- 
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ing.  At  5.30  a.  m.  to-day  we  were  under  way,  and  stood  tip  to  White  Point, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  on  board,  in  order  that  he  might  see  certain 
points,  and  that  I  might  note  any  change  of  interest  for  your  information.  We 
found  no  guns  in  position,  but  a  body  of  horsemen  fifty  or  a  hundred  strong, 
and  expended  three  11-inch  shells  in  getting  them  in  motion. 

Mr.  Black,  the  prisoner  who  was  sent  for  release,  appears  to  be  vciy  much 
dreaded  by  the  negroes ;  they  fear  his  being  able  to  communicate  information  to 
their  prejudice,  and  on  that  account,  much  against  my  inclination,  I  continae  to 
hold  him  on  board  of  this  vessel,  deeming  it  prudent  that  he  should  be  held  until 
a  force  is  sent  to  occupy  that  point,  or,  at  least,  until  it  is  possible  for  yon  to 
spare  another  vessel.  A  party  of  negro  men,  anxious  to  obtain  work*  asked  a 
pai^sage  to  Port  Royal ;  I  have  brought  them  and  their  families,  numbering,  per- 
haps, fifty  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

DANIEL  AMMEN, 
Lieutenant,  Cammandtng  Seneca, 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flag' Officer  Dvponf  encloses  ** several  interesting  reports**  Jrom  lAcutenants 
Commanding  Nicholson  and  Truxtun,  of  operations  in  St,  Helena  sound,  S,  C 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  C,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  in  a  previous  despatch,  dated  the  23d  of  December, 
18GL  to  forward  to  the  department  the  report  of  Commander  Drayton's  lecon- 
n()is4»aiice  in  North  Edisto  and  adjacent  waters. 

The  l^aac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commandhig  Nicholson,  and  the  Dale,  lieuten* 
ant  Commanding  Truxtun,  have  been  holding  possession  of  St.  Helena  eoundt 
and  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  several  interesting  reports  made  to  me  bj 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  dated  December  13  andJanuary  14»  and  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  dated  December  27  and  Januaiy  13. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Isaac  Smith* 

St,  Helena  Stmnd,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements  shioe 
Commander  Drayton  left  me  in  charge  of  this  phuM': 

On  the  10th  instant  went  up  the  Ashepoo  as  far  as  the  fort  on  Fcnwick'i 
island,  taking  with  me  boats  from  the  Dale,  her  marine  guard  and  forty  inen« 
with  officers ;  also  twenty  contrabands,  with  their  boats,  to  get  potatoes.  Ob- 
served no  change  since  my  previous  visit.  lirought  down  and  landed  on  Otter 
island,  near  the  fort,  (which  I  have  named  Fort  ])rayton,  after  Commander 
Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee,)  a  quantity  of  lumber,  corn,  a  corn-mill,  two  hovseSi 
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one  cart,  and  other  articles  to  make  the  contrabands  comfortable.  Three  con- 
trabands came  in  during  the  day,  reporting  the  rebels  to  be  obstructing  the  river 
about  ten  miles  above  where  we  had  been.     Sent  them  on  the  island. 

On  the  11th  instant,  discovering  two  vessels  outside,  stood  out  to  ascertain 
their  character.  Finding  them  transports  with  troops  to  garrison  this  place» 
stood  back  to  the  anchorage  and  made  all  preparations  for  turning  Fort  Drayton 
over  to  the  army.  At  four  o'clock,  the  hour  agreed  upon,  I  went  ashore  with 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  and  several  officers  from  each  vessel,  and  form- 
ally turned  over  Fort  Drayton,  with  all  the  property,  contrabands,  &c.,  to 
Colonel  Welsh,  the  conmianding  officer  of  the  army,  my  men  marching  out  of 
the  fort  as  his  men  marched  in. 

On  the  12th  instant  again  went  up  the  Ashepoo,  taking  the  marines  of  the 
Dale,  and  having  Colonel  Welsh,  of  the  army,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Truxtun  as  passengers.  Landed  the  party  at  Fenwick's  Island  fort,  to  make  a 
recounoissance,  and  when  finished,  stood  up  the  river  as  far  as  Mosquito  creek. 
Seeing  a  picket  of  several  mounted  men  at  a  house  which,  on  a  previous  visit,  I 
had  discovered  to  be  their  headquarters,  I  fired  at  them,  once  with  a  rifled  shot, 
and  again  with  an  eight-inch  shell.  This  driving  them  to  the  woods,  I  landed 
the  Dale's  marines,  and  then  went  on  shore  and  burnt  their  quarters.  Pro- 
ceeded back  to  anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  NICHOLSON, 

Lieutenant  Cmnmanding, 

Flag-officer  S.  F.  Dupont,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandmg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Ship  Dale, 
Otter  Island,  St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C,  December  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  make  the  following  report : 

Lm<t  evening  (26th  instant)  Colonel  Thomas  Welsh,  fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  commanding  the  post  on  Otter  island,  informed  me  that  his  picket 
guard  on  the  upper  end  of  Fenwick's  island  had  seen  a  small  schooner  cruising 
about  in  the  South  Edisto  river.  I  therefore  despatched,  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning,  the  launch  and  first  cutter,  with  the  marine  guard,  under  the  command 
of  Acting  Master  William  Ottiwell  and  Midshipman  Silas  W.  Terry,  to  capture 
the  schooner,  and  also  to  make  a  general  reconnoissance  of  both  banks  of  the 
river  as  far  up  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit.  The  boats  returned  at 
nine  o'clock  this  evening,  without  having  seen  the  schooner.  Mr.  Ottiwell  re- 
ports all  the  houses  on  Bailey's  and  Raccoon  islands  to  be  standing  in  appa- 
rent good  order,  but  the  plantations  entirely  deserted. 

There  being  no  sign  of  secession  forces  on  the  upper  side  of  Raccoon  island, 
he  proceeded  on,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  to  Pine  Landing  to  rest  the 
men.  lie  there  found  a  large  deserted  house.  Having  placed  picket  guards, 
till'  men  were  sent  to  dinner ;  a  few  minutes  after,  the  guard  reported  seeing  a 
caniage  through  the  woods  driving  down  the  road.  Mr.  Ottiwell,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  marines,  at  once  started  in  pursuit.  After  going  a  few  hundred 
yards  and  turning  a  bend  in  the  road,  he  came  upon  a  cart  half  loaded,  with 
the  liorKe  harnessed  to  it,  standing  in  a  potato  field.  He  also  saw  a  carriage 
driving  rapidly  down  the  road  towards  Eddingsville.  After  thoroughly  exam- 
ining the  neighborhood  and  convincing  himself  that  the  place  had  just  been 
hastily  abandoned,  he  returned  to  his  boats  and  proceeded  up  the  river  to  a 
house  n'ported  by  the  negro  pilot  as  belonging  to  Governor  Aiken,  in  the  porch 
of  which  a  white  wonun  wa^  standing  watchmg  his  movements. 
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When  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards  from  the  house  two  persons  in  the  uniforms 
of  officers  stepped  out  of  the  house  and  placed  their  muskets  against  the  railing 
of  the  veranda;  they  were  almost  immediately  followed  by  some  ten  or  twelve 
armed  men.  One  of  the  officers  invited  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  land.  On  being  aaked, 
"Who  are  you?"  he  replied,  "Pickets  of  the  fourth  South  Carolina  regiment. 
Gome  on  shore,  I  tell  you." 

On  Mr.  Ottiwell  declining  to  do  so,  the  whole  body  immediately  fired  a  volley 
at  the  boats  and  took  shelter  behind  the  oak  trees  and  shrubbery,  from  ^vhere 
they  continued  their  fire  till  dislodged  by  canister  from  the  boat  gun  and  the 
musketry  of  the  mai-ines  and  boats'  crews,  when  they  fled  behind  the  hoase  for 
refuge.  A  shell  thrown  through  the  house  forced  them  to  take  flight  along  a 
road  leading  to  a  village  of  negro  quarters  about  a  mile  distant.  Mr.  Ottiwell 
continued  to  throw  shell  after  them  as  long  as  they  remained  in  range,  and 
maintained  his  position  in  front  of  the  house  tor  twenty-five  minutes,  after  which 
he  slowly  retired  down  the  river,  without  a  single  man  wounded  or  a  boat  stmck. 

From  the  fact  of  the  bridges  being  destroyed,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is 
the  lower  or  eastern  end  of  South  Edisto  island  only  that  has  been  abandoned* 
and  that  the  western  portion  is  still  had  in  quiet  possession  by  the  rebels. 
Although  the  expedition  has  not  been  productive  of  any  visible  results,  I  tmst 
the  sudden  and  evidently  unexpected  presence  of  our  boats  will  prove  to  them 
that  we  are  not  sleeping  on  our  watch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTUN, 

Lieutenant  Cammandmg* 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  RoyaU  S.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Isaac  Smith, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  January  14,  1862* 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements  : 
On  the  Ist  instant  went  up  the  Coosaw,  and  visited  Ladies  and  Coosaw 
islands;  brought  down  fresh  provisions  for  ship's  company,  and  returned  to 
anchorage  ofi'  Fort  Drayton  on  the  2d  instant.  On  the  3d  went  up  the  Ashepoo^ 
and  remained  wooding  and  watering  ship  until  the  8th.  On  the  9th  I  went, 
with  a  company  of  volunteers,  about  one  mile  above  Mosquito  creek.  A  par^ 
of  mounted  rebels  retreated  to  the  woods  upon  our  appearance,  their  movemento 
considerably  hastened  by  a  shot  from  the  rifled  gun.  I  landed  and  made  a 
complete  rccounoissance,  but  found  no  signs  of  any  aggressive  movements.  Off 
Mosquito  creek  seven  contrabands  came  alongside,  and  reported  themselvea  at 
having  escaped  from  Jacksonborough  railroad  depot.  They  had  been  one 
mouth  on  their  way  here ;  they  saw  but  few  soldiers,  about  one  comnany  at 
"  Matthews's  "  house,  on  Bear  island ;  a  fort,  with  four  guns  mounted,  at  Wilton; 
no  other  information.     I  landed  them  on  St.  Helena  island. 

Having  authorized  an  expedition  up  the  South  Edisto,  on  the  10th  instant 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Tnixtim,  in  command  of  two  hundred  men,  started. 
Acting  Master  (iregory,  of  tliirf  vessel,  accompanying  him.  They  returned  on 
the  12th.  I  forward  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun's  report  to  me.  Officers 
and  crew  all  well. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  NICHOLSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding^ 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DlTont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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United  States  Ship  Dale, 
jS^.  Helena  Sounds  <S.  C,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant  Colonel  Thomas  Welch 
placed  companies  H  and  K,  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  numbering  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  rank  and  file,  under  my  command.  With  these  two 
companies,  and  a  detachment  from  this  ship  of  seamen  and  marines,  numbering 
in  all  ,two  hundred  and  five  fighting  men,  I  left;  this  ship  on  the  morning  of 
Friday,  the  10th  instant. 

We  visited  Bailey's  island ;  found  it  entirely  deserted  by  both  whites  and 
negroes,  but  well  stocked  with  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses.  We  then  proceeded 
up  Bailey's  creek  to  the  Episcopal  church,  visiting  many  plantations  on  the 
way,  but  seeing  no  signs  of  an  enemy. 

On  the  11th  we  marched  from  the  Episcopal  church  to  Bailey's  landing  on 
the  North  Edisto  river,  from  which  we  saw  a  gunboat  about  two  miles  to  sea- 
ward of  us,  supposed  to  be  the  Seneca. 

On  the  12th,  at  4  p.  m.,  reached  the  ship,  having  been  absent  two  nights  and 
three  days.  During  the  expedition  we  visited  many  fine  plantations  and  ele- 
gant residences.  The  negroes  had  removed  and  secreted  in  their  quarters  most 
of  the  furniture  that  had  been  left  by  their  masters.  Great  care  was  taken  that 
nothing  should  be  removed  from  any  of  the  plantations,  excepting  a  few  books, 
light  novels,  magazines,  and  sufficient  forage  to  support  the  party.  Both  the 
volunteers  and  seamen  deserve  credit  for  their  general  good  conduct. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTUN, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Com'g  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Senior  Officer  present. 


Flag-  Officer  DuPont  with  reference  to  contemplated  attack  on  Femandina, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor y  S.  C,  February  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  been  making 
preparations  for  some  time  past  for  the  attack  on  Femandina,  by  calling  in  the 
•ppropriate  vessels  (which  involved  many  changes  in  the  blockade)  and  by 
filling  up  the  supplies  of  coal  and  provisions.  In  some  particulars  my  supply 
of  ammunition  is  short,  but  a  movement  like  that  which  1  have  now  in  contem- 
plation keeps  so  many  vessels  idle  during  the  period  of  equipment  that  I  will 
not  put  it  off  on  that  acxjount.  I  am  waiting  now  for  settled  weather.  A  brigade, 
under  Brigadier  General  Wright,  forms  part  of  the  expedition,  and  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Sherman  will  accompany  it  himself. 

In  the  moan  time  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  military  commander-in-chief, 
made  a  study  of  the  best  mode  of  cutting  off  the  conmiunication  between  Fort 
Pulaski  and  the  city  of  Savannah.  For  this  purpose  military  and  naval  recon- 
noi^f^ances  had  been  pushed  in  boats,  on  the  east  side  through  Cooper  river,  Bull 
river,  and  Wall's  cut,  into  Wright  river;  and  on  the  west  side  into  Little  Tybee 
river  or  Freeborn's  cut.  Obstructions  were  met  with  in  Wall's  cut,  consisting 
of  a  doul»le  row  of  piles  and  a  hulk.  The  former  were  removed  by  the  army 
sufficiently  to  clear  the  passage. 

At  x\m  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  was  found  expedient  to  send  one  or  more 
eunboats  into  Wright  river  to  make  a  careful  survey  of  the  passage  around 
Cunningham's  point  into  Savannah  river,  and  a  survey,  also,  of  Mud  river.  It 
was  decided  by  General  Sherman  and  myself^  in  conference,  to  make  a  simulta- 
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neous  movcmeut  on  the  opposite  side,  through  Freeborn's  cut  and  Wilmington 
narrows,  which  should  serve  as  a  demonstration  to  cover  up  our  real  purpose 
of  an  attack  on  Feimandina,  and  as  a  recounoissonce  to  answer  the  following 
inquiries :  First.  Whether  there  were  any  troops  or  batteries  on  that  side  of 
Wilmington  island.  Second.  Whether  the  cut  or  narrows  was  navigable  for 
gunboats  with  facility.  Third.  Whetlier  the  channel  of  Savannah  river  could 
be  commanded  from  it,  or  whether  the  distance  across  the  intervening  marsh 
was  too  great.  Fourth.  The  direction  and  termination  of  this  creek  or  narrows 
to  the  northward.  And  lastly,  whether  gunboats  could  lie  in  seconty  in  the 
creek  without  the  efficient  support  of  troops  and  guns  on  shore.  • 

To  carry  out  these  views  two  of  the  regular  gunboats  and  four  of  the  small 
armed  steamers  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Fleet-Captain  G.  U.  Davis, 
who  was  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers.  The  transports  con- 
taining the  troops  destined  for  Fernandina  accompanied  the  naval  detachment, 
and  were  left  at  anchor  in  Wassaw  sound.  For  the  circumstances  and  results 
of  this  demonstration  and  reconnoissance,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  Captain  Davis,  accompanying  this  despatch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer t  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadnmm 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhory  S.  C,  February  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  got 
under  way  on  Sunday  morning,  the  26th  ultimo,  and  sailed  firom  this  harbor* 
having  under  my  command  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens;  Seneca,  Ammen;  and  the  armed  steamers  Isaac  Smith,  Nicholson; 
Potoniska,  Watmough;  Ellen,  IVraster  Commanding  Budd;  Western  World, 
Gregory ;  and  the  two  armed  launches  of  this  ship ;  and  having  in  company  the 
transports  Cosmopolitan,  Delaware,  and  Boston,  on  board  of  which  were  the 
6th  Connecticut,  the  4th  New  Hampshire,  and  the  97th  Pennsylvania  regiments, 
in  all  twenty-four  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  H.  G.  Wright. 
Commander  C.  K.  P.  Rodgers  accompanied  the  expedition.  The  vessds 
anchored  in  Wassaw  sound  the  same  evening. 

On  Monday  morning  General  Wright  came  on  board  the  Ottawa,  in  which 
ship  I  was,  bringnig  with  him  Major  Speidel,  commanding  the  battalion,  and 
company  C,  of  the  Connecticut  6th ;  he  also  sent  company  D,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, on  board  the  Seneca,  where  Captain  Rodgers  had  taken  up  his  quarten. 
The  commanding  officers  repaired  on  board  by  signal,  when  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  explained  to  them. 

Owing  to  the  shoahu^ss  of  the  bar  and  channel,  it  was  not  until  half-past  8 
o'clock  that  I  entered  Little  Tybee  river  or  Freeborn  cut,  and  it  was  half-past 
1  before  I  passed  Fort  Pulaski  at  the  nearest  point.  The  fort  was  not  prepared 
for  an  enemy  on  this  side,  and  did  not  fire  into  the  vessels.  But  preparations 
were  immediately  set  on  foot  to  receive  us  on  our  return.  Tlio  di:«taucc  is  that 
of  a  long  range  with  a  rifled  gim,  or  one  of  heavy  calibre. 

After  coming  up  with  and  passing  the  high  land  on  Wilmington  island,  the 
further  progress  of  the  gunboats  was  arrested  by  a  blockade  of  heavy  piles 
driven  in  a  double  row  across  the  channel.  The  vessels  were  anchored  and 
boats  were  despatched  from  every  one  of  them  to  examine  the  numtirous  creeka 
leading  to  the  river,  and  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  main  stream.    Captam 
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Rodgers  landed  with  the  armed  launches  and  a  detachment  of  troops,  to  scout 
and  determine  whether  there  were  then,  or  had  been,  any  batteries  or  guns  in 
position  on  this  eminence,  and  whether  there  were  marks  of  recent  occupation 
Dy  troops ;  the  regiment  of  City  Light  Guards,  from  Savannah,  composed  of 
very  young  persons,  has  been  stationed  at  Scriven's.  No  earthworks  were 
found,  but  traces  were  discovered  of  horsemen,  who  must  have  been  on  the  spot 
very  lately. 

At  5  o'clock  the  confederate  steamers,  five  in  number,  one  of  them  carrying 
the  square  flag  at  the  fore,  (probably  Commodore  Tatnall's,)  came  to  anchor  at 
the  mouth  of  the  creek.  They  had  it  in  their  power  to  choose  their  distance, 
and  this  led  to  the  expectation  of  an  attack,  but  the  night  passed  quietly.  At 
this  hour  Captain  Ammen  passed  the  marsh  and  cut  the  telegraph  wire  leading 
from  Fort  Pulaski  to  the  city. 

After  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  28th,  the  surveys  and  exami- 
nations were  received;  and  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  General  Wright  for  taking 
an  active  part  in  them  all,  and  forming,  from  personal  examination,  his  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  military  seizure  and  occupation  of  Wilmington  island,  to  which 
General  Sherman  and  yourself  had  callea  my  particular  attention. 

At  11.15  the  five  steamers  composing  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Tatnall  (as  it  is 
supposed)  attempted  to  pass  down  the  river  with  scows  in  tow.  Captain  John 
Rodgers,  who  lay  at  anchor  in  Wright  river,  and  myself  opened  fire  upon  them, 
which  they  returned  with  spirit.  The  result  of  the  engagement,  which  lasted 
less  than  half  an  hour  was,  that  Commodore  Tatnall  and  one  of  his  squadron 
were  driven  back ;  the  other  three  escaped  injury,  apparently,  and  maae  good 
tlieir  passage  down  to  Fort  Pulaski. 

At  2  o'clock  the  latter  returned  up  the  river,  and  the  firing  was  resumed. 
They  had  waited  for  low  water,  and  were  so  well  protected  by  the  banks  of  the 
river,  while  we  ourselves  were  lying  in  a  natural  trench  or  moat,  that  the  harm 
inflicted  upon  them  was  entirely  disproportionate  to  the  amount  of  ammunition 
expended.  Their  shot,  which  woula  have  easily  reached  us  by  ricochet  on  the 
water,  were  generally  spent  in  force  before  they  arrived  at  the  creek  in  which 
we  were  anchored.  We  have  been  told  by  a  contraband,  since  come  in,  that  one 
of  the  steamers  sunk  at  the  wharf  afler  getting  to  the  city,  and  we  could  see 
with  our  glasses  that  some  of  our  shells  took  efiect. 

The  practice  of  the  day  was  very  instructive.  At  4  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
morning  I  came  down  the  narrows,  passing  the  range  of  Fort  Pulaski  before 
daylight;  and,  leaving  the  other  vessels  in  Wassaw  sound,  I  returned  to  this 
place  by  the  way  of  Tybee  roads  and  Calibogue  sound. 

As  a  df^monstration,  the  appearance  of  the  naval  and  military  force  in 
Wilmington  and  Wassaw  sounds  has  had  complete  success.  Savannah  was 
tlirown  into  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and  all  the  energies  of  the  place  have  been 
exerted  to  the  utmost  to  increase  its  military  defences,  for  which  purpose  troops 
have  been  withdrawn  from  other  places. 

As  a  reconnoissance  the  results  are  satisfactory.  We  have  improved  our 
knowledge  of  these  obscure  and  intricate  passages.  We  have  ascertained  that 
Wilmington  island  is  abandoned  not  only  by  the  enemy's  troops,  but  even  by 
its  inhabitants ;  that  this  cut  or  narrows  can  be  navigated  by  gunboats  without 
diflSculty,  but,  on  account  of  the  width  of  the  marsh,  opposite  to  the  high  land 
on  Wilmington  island,  that  the  channels  of  Savannah  river  cannot  be  advan- 
tiigeoiisly  commanded  from  this  point  at  any  time,  and  especially  at  low  water; 
that  gunboats  could  not  lie  in  safety  in  any  part  of  the  narrows,  unless  Wil- 
nn'ngton  island  were  occupied  in  force,  on  account  of  the  advantages  it  possesses 
for  constructing  masked  oatterics,  and  the  protection  it  affords  to  riflemen  and 
skirmishers. 

In  the  event  of  my  arriving  at  an  unfavorable  conclusion  in  respect  to  the 
naval  occupation  of  this  passage,  you  directed  me  to  consider  the  propriety 
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of  placing  in  it  some  obstructions  which  would  render  it  useless  to  the  enemy. 
In  this  respect  he  has  anticipated  our  wishes ;  but  the  obstructious  can  be 
removed  hereafter,  if  desirable. 

During  the  engagement  of  Tuesday,  Colonel  Rosa,  commanding  at  Tybee, 
sent  an  aid  to  me  with  an  offer  of  additional  troops.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
particular  attention  to  this  act  of  courtesy  and  display  of  public  spirit. 

While  all  communication  between  Captain  John  Rodgers,  in  Wright  river,  and 
myself,  in  Wilmington  narrows,  by  means  of  navy  signals,  was  very  difficult  or 
wholly  impossible,  the  communication  with  army  signals  was  easy  and  perfect. 
I  recommend,  therefore,  their  use  in  the  naval  service. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  has  been,  as  always,  entirely  satisfactory. 
My  special  acknowledgments  are  due  to  General  Wright  for  prompt  and  efficient 
service,  voluntarily  given,  and  to  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  whose  zeal  in 
the  public  service  and  superior  ability  render  his  aid,  wherever  directed,  a  most 
valuable  accession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Fleet  Captain  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

United  States  Navy^  Commanding  South  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina. 


Report  of  the  Crusader's  proceedings  in  North  Edisto,  by  Lieutenant  Com" 

manding  A,  C.  RJiind,  February,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  February  15,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  dated  February  7,  detailing  pro- 
ccedings  in  North  Edisto  since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca.     General  Sherman 
has  sent  a  small  regiment  of  soldiers  to  North  Edisto. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Steamer  Crusader, 

North  Edisto,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  bave  received  this  morning,  by  the  Blunt,  your  conununication  of  the 
5th  instant,  with  the  mail  for  this  vessel. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca  there  has  been  a  larger  addition  to  the 
colony  of  negroes  on  Botany  Bay  island,  and,  taking  the  number  as  estimated 
by  Lieutenant  Ammen  at  that  time  at  1,000  to  1,100,  there  must  be  at  present 
at  least  1,400  collected  there. 

On  the  23d  instant  word  was  brought  to  us  late  in  the  day  that  some  con- 
federate troops  had  landed  on  Edisto  island,  and  were  moving  off  and  shooting  the 
blacks.  We  got  under  way  at  once  and  went  up  the  river,  found  about  100  to  150 
blacks  collected  at  Point  of  Pines  wharf,  despatched  boats  from  the  colony  to 
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cany  them  do\m,  and  proceed  up  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Steamboat  creek, 
and  fire  some  shell  at  the  houses  where  the  troops  were  reported  to  be.  At 
dusk  anchored  again  at  Point  of  Pines,  when  another  party  of  blacks  had 
meantime  collected,  and  remained  there  until  they  had  all  escaped  below.  Some 
200  were  thus  added  to  the  colony.  Since  that  time  they  have  been  constantly 
coming  in  in  small  parties.  On  the  26th  we  went  up  the  river  to  enable  the 
blacks  to  collect  some  some  com  at  the  plantations  on  Steamboat  creek.  I 
went  into  the  creeks  with  our  boats,  and,  finding  the  negroes  engaged  m  plun- 
dering the  houses  instead  of  getting  com,  I  ordered  them  off,  I  have  endeavored 
to  check  their  propensity  to  plunder,  but  with  only  partial  success.  On  the  3d 
inst.  (having  previously  sounded  out  the  creek)  I  succeeded  in  getting  this  vessel 
into  Rockville  creek,  and  anchored  her  at  about  1,300  yards  from  the  village  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  place,  it  having  been  made  known  to  us  that  the 
enemy  were  occupying  it.  I  approached  the  place  with  a  boat,  accompanied  by  a 
large  flat  that  we  had  prepared  to  carry  the  howitzer.  On  nearing  the  landing  we 
were  fired  into.  Our  boats  having  their  ensigns  set,  we  returned  the  fire  with 
the  howitzer,  but,  unfortunately,  the  bows  of  the  flat  gave  way  at  the  second 
discharge.  Having  ascertained  all  that  I  desired  at  that  time,  the  boats  were 
ordered  to  return  to  the  vessel.  Owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  channel,  we 
were  unable  to  spring  our  vessel  to  get  our  guns  to  bear  until  nearly  sunset, 
when  the  flood  tide  made.  As  she  swimg  we  threw  into  the  place  six  lO-second 
shell,  all  of  which  burst  in  and  about  the  houses.  The  flat  is  being  again 
refitted,  and  I  propose,  when  the  tide  serves  at  the  proper  time  of  day,  to  re-enter 
the  creek  with  the  vessel,  and,  after  shelling  the  place,  to  destroy  it  by  fire.  I 
learn  that  there  are  about  150  troops  of  the  enemy  lodged  in  the  woods  in  the 
rear  of  the  village,  and  that  they  have  three  guns,  (field-pieces,  I  judge.)  I 
lace  no  particular  reliance  on  the  information  afforded  by  the  negroes,  but  I 
ave  satisfied  myself  that  the  place  is  made  use  of  as  a  rendezvous  and  point  of 
observation. 

On  the  4th  we  went  up  this  river  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Dawho.  I 
soimded  out  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  ascertained  that  vessels  of  eleven  to 
thirteen  feet  draught  can  enter  it  sufficiently  far  to  land  a  force  abreast  the 

i)lantiition  of  Legare,  where  a  constant  lookout  has  been  kept  by  the  enemy, 
lieutenant  Ammen  threw  some  shell  at  them  there.  The  morning  he  left  I 
accompanied  him  on  that  occasion,  that  he  might  point  me  out  the  locality.  On 
the  occasion  of  our  last  visit  I  saw  no  signs  of  them  being  there,  but  observed  a 
number  of  people  (said  to  be  confederate  cavalry)  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 

at  Be^r  bluff. 

•  •••••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C   RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SquadroTi^  Port  Royal. 


I 


Commander  John  Rodgers^s  report  of  surreys  and  examinations  in  Wright  and 

Mud  riversy  South  Carolina, 

Fla«-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  an  interesting  report  of 
Commander  John  Rodgers,  giving  an  account  of  his  surveys  and  examinations 
in  Wright  and  Mod  rivers,  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  practicable 
channely  in  one  of  these  directions,  into  Savannah  river. 
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At  this  same  time  Commander  Rodgcrs,  having  latterly  under  his  command  a 
large  force,  consisting  of  the  four  regular  gunboats  and  two  of  the  small  armed 
purchased  steamers,  has  rendered  the  most  efficient  support  and  protection  to  the 
military  parties  engaged  in  erecting  a  battery  on  Venus  Point,  Jones's  island, 
to  obstruct  the  supplies  from  Savannah  to  Fort  Pulaski. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WcLshington,  D,  C. 


United  States  Stbambs  Flag, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  my  return  to  this  place  this  morning,  I  have  the  to  honor  report 
my  proceedings  at  Wright  river,  one  of  the  approaches  to  Savannah. 

Wright  river  has  two  entrances  into  Savannah  river,  one  by  its  month,  the 
other  through  a  tributary  called  Mud  river;  there  is  still  a  third,  comparatively 
shallow,  however,  near  its  head,  opposite  Fort  Jackson.  Mud  river  is  bare  at 
low  spring  tide,  but  at  high  water  spring  tide,  the  bottom  being  semi-fluid*  a 
gunboat  can  pass  through. 

The  mouth  of  Wright  river  has  a  bar  across  it,  with  four  feet  of  water  at 
low  tide,  and  about  eleven  feet  at  ordinary  high  tide. 

A  short  part  of  the  channel,  where  it  bends  into  the  Savannah  river,  is  distant 
from  Fort  Pulaski  one  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  consequently  within 
range  of  its  guns,  but  loo  far  off  to  be  very 'dangerous.  Both  these  passages 
were  examined  and  staked.  In  marking  the  channel  of  Wright  river,  on  the' 
fir^t  day,  they  fired  at  the  boats  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead» 
to  whom  I  had  intrusted  this  service.  The  shot  fell  within  a  few  yards  of  our 
party ;  but  as  they  did  not  interrupt  the  operation,  the  enemy  apparently  con- 
cluded that  it  was  a  waste  of  powder,  and  on  no  subsequent  occasion  was  the 
firing  repeated. 

Preparatory  to  coming  away,  the  Hale,  Captain  Foster,  and  the  Western 
Worltf,  Captain  Gregory,  were  placed  near  the  mouth  of  Mud  river,  in  order  to 
cover  the  approach  to  the  battery  erected  at  Point  Venus.  This  their  position 
enables  them  successfully  to  do. 

W^hile  there  they  had,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  smart  engagement  with  four 
vessels  of  Commodore  Tatnall's  fleet,  which  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  battexy 
on  shore,  drove  back.  One  of  the  officers  of  the  Unadilla,  who  was  employed 
securing  a  boom,  declares  that  he  and  his  boat's  crow  all  distinctly  heard  a  shot 
from  one  of  the  gunboats  crash  tlirough  the  side  of  a  rebel  steamer.  Captains 
Foster  and  Gregory  are  both  confident  that  several  of  their  shot  struck.  The 
rebel  gunboats,  satisfied  apparently  that  our  force  was  too  strong,  returned  to 
Savannah. 

Agreeably  to  your  order  the  Hale,  in  advance,  is  moored  across  Mud  river, 
and  has  three  of  her  guns  on  one  side  bearing  up  the  Savannah  river,  and  com- 
manding that  approach  to  Point  Venus. 

Tlie  Western  World,  moored  parallel  to  the  channel,  has  her  battery  sweeping 
the  right  flank  of  the  guns  on  shore. 

As  you  further  directed,  a  very  c^irefully  made  "boom,"  which  the  enemy  had 
placed  across  New  river,  in  front  of  the  battery  at  Ked  bluff,  was  removed  and 
moored  across  the  mouth  of  Mud  river,  within  reach  of  grape  and  canister  from 
our  gunboats.  This  prevents  the  access  of  fire-rafts,  or  of  their  being  over* 
whelmed  by  boarders  in  boats 
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I  gBvc  ordere  that  at  night,  or  in  case  of  fog,  or  under  any  circuraBtances 
which  did  not  permit  the  boom  to  be  clearly  seen,  "  picket  boat*,"  with  properly 
arranged  signals,  were  to  be  kept  at  it  to  warn  them  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
I  gitve  further  orders  that  if,  from  any  unforeseen  circumetanccfl,  their  vessels 
should  be  untenable,  they  were  on  no  account  to  be  eurrcndered ;  but  the  cantaiiiB 
were  to  lire  them,  and  with  the  crew  to  fall  back  in  their  boats  through  Wall's 
cut.  As  these  gnnboata  are,  at  most  stages  of  the  tide,  aground,  it  seemed 
proper  to  provide  for  this  contingency. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  of  the  Uoadilla,  was,  agreeably  to  your 
orders,  lett  in  charge. 

With  the  Seneca,  Ottawa,  and  Pembina,  I  have  returned  to  this  placo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS, 
Commander  United  Slalet  A'ai-y. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  DuPo\T, 

Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Mockading  Squadron,  Port  Rot/al,  S.  C. 


Rrport*  OH  injemal  machine*  ditcovered  in  Savannah  rirer. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Fel/ruari/  18,  1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  herewith  the  reports  of  Commander  John 
Rodg<>rH   and  Uentenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Uankhead,  upon  five  infernal  ma- 
chinex  discovered  in  Savannah  river,  across  the  entrance  to  Wright  river. 

Accompanying  theso  reports  ia  a  drawing  of  the  machines  in  detail,  which, 
examined  in  connexion  with  the  enclosed  reports,  wilt  render  their  construction 
and  working  perfectly  intelligible. 

Very  renpcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPOXT. 
Flag-OMeer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GmeoN  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglon. 


Unitbd  8tatk8  Stbakee  Flag, 

Part  Royal,  S.  C,  Febmary  18,  1862. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  bnoying  of  Wright  river, 
under  the  direction  of  Lientenant  Commanding  Bankheaid^  «  "  torpedo,"  or 
■'  inf<-rnal  nmchine,"  was  discovered  U  the  entnoee  of  SaTMUth  rinr,  tn  the 
channel  wc  had  arliH'.tcd.  Ii  '  "i.  \  ■:•  '\  ■■!  iii..-  nu  i  il  r  >->  -.  i  niiig  as  air-cham- 
bers and  bnoys  to  five    Ollur   v\i:\\, !■■.,  .uiil    i-nilni\,],f^    ;,\ 1  lliirty  poUIlds  of 

powder.     Thwe  w<ti'  »"  tnuin-rf  il*  tn  be  covcnn!  Iiy  wntcr  ni  nny  Mtage  uf  ihe 
tide  when  the  bar  wim  procticalilo  for  vMSflo,  bnt  they  wen;  expodeii  at  hiw 

One  of  them  wax  bmn^lit  by  Lipateniint  Oomrnandi 
the  Unadilla,  wh'Te  1  wiif.     IV-paratory  to  «iatnini 
dcr  chamber  was  laid  bait- ;   hot  I  thought  it  too  dfl 
"torpedo,"  tn  [oncocd  iiirt)i«r  until  the  powdev  hkf* 
end,  1  had  it  let  upon  a  bank  and  a  rUle  baU  fira^ 

The  machinwy,  however,  was  leuivend  unbl^ 
powder  chambei  a  "IViction  tube,"  attclt  U  il  OT 
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cannon,  was  arranged  so  as  to  ignite  the  "  blowing  up"  charge  upon  the  pulling 
of  a  string.  This  string  was  tied  to  a  wire  coiled  up  on  the  head  of  the  buoj, 
and  the  coil  of  wire  was  to  be  drawn  out  by  the  impact  of  a  passing  gunboat. 

Another  machine  exploded  about  midnight,  after  the  Susquehanna's  launches 
(towing  a  flat  with  army  artillery  to  Point  Venus)  had  passed,  in  Savannah 
river,  about  two  hundred  yards  above  them.  From  this  I  was  induced  to  think 
that  some  of  them  might  be  connected,  by  galvanic  wires,  with  Fort  Pulaeki. 

I  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  to  sink  the  remaining 
machines  with  rifle  shots,  which  he  did.  1  herewith  enclose  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Bankhead's  report. 

I  beg  leave  to  hand  in  the  exploding  apparatus  of  the  machine  we  procured, 
with  a  drawing  of  its  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS, 
Commander,  United  States  Nary, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Pembina, 

Wright  River,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  13th  instant,  while  soimding  in  the  Savannah  river,  a  short  diB- 
tance  above  the  mouth  of  "  Wright  river,"  I  discovered  several  objects  floating 
upon  the  surface,  which  appeared,  at  flrt^t  sight,  to  be  empty  tin  cans,  and  as 
such  were  not  regarded  by  me  as  worthy  of  notice.  Lieutenant  Sproston,  of 
the  Seneca,  shortly  after  hailed  me  and  told  me  he  thought  the  objects  alluded 
to  were  buoys  attached  to  an  "  infernal  machine.*'  Upon  closer  eXlimination9 
we  saw  enough  to  satisfy  us  that  his  suspicions  wore  correct.  The  buoys,  ^ve 
in  number,  were  placed  several  yards  apart,  at  right  angles  to  the  shore,  imme- 
diately in  the  channel  leading  from  Wright  river,  and  only  visible  at  low  water. 

Thi^y  were  connected  by  a  spiral  wire — the  end  of  the  wire  entering  an  orifice 
in  the  upper  ends  of  the  buoys — ^and  th(?y  were  also  secured  by  wires  to  what 
we  presumed  to  be  weights  at  the  bottom,  but  which  further  examination  led  ns 
to  believe  were  vessels  containing  explosive  matter. 

Tlie  following  day,  agreeably  to  orders  received  from  yourself,  I  proceeded 
into  the  Savannah  river,  accompanied  by  Lieutenants  Sproston,  Weaver,  and 
Cui^hman,  in  three  boats.  I  had  previously  ordered  the  officers  to  provide  them- 
selves witli  hand  grapnels  and  lead-lines,  for  the  purpose  of  grappling  the  bnoji 
at  a  safe  distance.  Lieutenants  Sproston  and  Cushman  each  succeeded  in  grap- 
pling the  connecting  wires,  and  endeavored,  by  pulling,  to  produce  an  ezplosiont 
but  faih^d  to  do  so. 

Lieutenant  Sproston  then  hauled  up  carefully  to  the  water  buoy  and,  fortu- 
nately, succeeded  hi  cutting  the  connecting  wire,  and  brought  oflF  the  buoy  in 
his  boat.  All  the  other  wires  that  could  be  reached  were  then  cut,  and  as  the 
tide  wiis  rising  rapidly,  we  left  them  for  another  diiy,  after  unhooking  the 
grapnels. 

In  consequence  of  the  delicate  nature  of  the  exploding  apparatus,  the  result 
of  your  own  examination  of  the  buoy  brought  on  board,  I  deemed  it  more  pm- 
dent  to  endwivor  to  sink  the  remaining  ones  than  to  attempt  to  remove  them,  as 
I  was  unwilling  that  the  enemy  should  have  the  satisftiction  of  feeling  that  a 
single  life  had  been  lost  by  his  diabolical  invention.  The  next  day,  accompli 
nied  by  Lieutenant  Sproston,  I  succeede<l  in  sinking  the  remaining  three,  hy 
firing  rifle  balls  through  them— one  liaving  exploded  the  night  previous,  from 
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Bome  caoBe  at  present  unknown,  and  shortly  after  a  launch  had  passed  over  the 
spot  where  the  buoys  were  pUced,  having  in  tow  a  heavy  lighter  with  guns. 
Respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Lieutenant  Commanding.. 
Commander  John  Roooers, 

Commanding  Expedition^  ifc. 


Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  loaded  with  rice  by  the  Restless, 

February  15,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  an  interesting  report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  £.  Conroy,  commanding  the  armed  bark  Restless,  made  to  Com- 
mander Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  under  the  date  of  the  15th  instant,  detailing 
the  destruction  in  BulPs  bay,  by  the  armed  boats  of  that  vessel,  of  a  sloop  and 
three  schooners  loaded  with  rice. 

I  have,  in  a  communication  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  expressed 
my  commendation  for  the  discretion  and  skill  displayed  by  him  in  planning  and 
executing  this  expedition,  and  my  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master's 
Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter  Mackie. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  6iDi£ON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Unitbd  States  Bark  Restless, 
Of  BulVs  Bay,  South  Carolina,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant,  about  11  o'clock  a. 
m.,  we  discovered  a  vessel  ashore  on  a  shoal  in  Bull's  bay.  I  sent  two  armed 
boats  in  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring,  and,  if  possible,  to  bring  her  off.  On 
boarding  they  founa  her  to  be  a  very  old  and  worthless  craft,  without  a  cargo, 
and  only  four  negroes  on  board.  While  on  board  the  sloop  they  discovered 
three  vessels  lying  at  anchor  inside  the  shoals,  apparently  laaen  with  rice,  &c. 
Ailer  the  boats  returned  a|^d  the  circumstance  was  reported  to  me,  I  thought  it 
possible  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy  them.  At  1.30  a.  m.  on  the  14th 
instant,  I  sent  another  armed  boat,  with  orders  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy 
them.  There  not  being  enoueh  wind  all  day  to  brin^  these  vessels  out,  they 
were  destroyed  after  dark,  and  their  flags,  papers,  and  arms  taken  in  the  boat 
and  brought  off,  with  two  prisoners. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  vessels  destroyed,  with  their  cargoes,  which 
consisted  of  rice  for  the  city  of  Gharieston :  Sloop  E^isto,  1,600  bushels  rice, 
sunk;  schooner  Wandoo,  1,800  bushels  rice,  sunk;  schooner  Elizabeth,  1,800 
bushels  rice,  sank;  schooner  Theodore  Stoney,  2,500  bushels  rice,  burned. 

The  schooner  Theodore  Stoney  was  a  fine  craft  of  54  tons,  but  could  not  be 
got  out,  as  there  was  a  battery  of  three  guns  near  her  anchorage,  and  conse- 
quently was  burned. 

Their  respective  crews  were  all  foreigners  and  negroes,  and  not  having  room 

VOL.  Ill 13 


194       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

enough  in  the  boat  to  bring  them  off,  they  were  set  ashore  and  allowed  to  retain 
their  personal  effects,  except  arms.  Not  knowing  what  disposition  is  to  be  made 
with  the  prisoners  I  have  sent  them  to  you.  I  also  send  you  a  rebel  flag,  with 
the  request  to  forward  the  same,  with  my  compliments,  to  the  flag-officer. 

In  closing,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  efficient  manner  in  which  my 
orders  were  carried  out  by  Acting  Master's  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter 
Mackie,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  same.  Enclosed  I  transmit  the  papers 
of  the  destroyed  vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CONROY, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S,  N,, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Augusta^ 

Blockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston^  South  Carolina, 


Flag-Officer  DuPont  reports  death  of  Lieutenant  Commanding   T,  A,  Budd 

and  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  and  others, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  department  some  casualties  that  have  ocenrred 
to  officers  and  men  belonging  to  two  of  the  vessels  of  my  fleet— casualties  as 
painful  as  they  were  unexpected ;  but  the  loss  of  gallant  lives  has  expiated  the 
error  of  judgment  which  enthusiastic  zeal  had  induced. 

The  department  was  informed  after  the  capture  of  Femandina  that  so  soon  as 
I  should  take  possession  of  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine,  I  would  give  my 
attention  to  Mosquito  inlet,  51  miles  south  of  the  latter,  which,  according  to  my 
information,  was  resorted  to  for  the  introduction  of  arms  transhipped  from 
English  ships  and  steamers  at  the  British  colony  of  Nassau  into  small  vessels  of 
light  draught. 

I  accordingly  ordered  the  Penguin,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A, 
Budd,  and  the  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  to  proceed  to  this 
place ;  the  latter  to  cross  the  bar,  establish  an  inside  blockade,  capture  any  rebel 
vessels  there,  and  guard  from  incendiarism  large  quantities  of  live-oak  timber  on 
the  government  land,  cut  and  ready  for  shipment,  to  which  the  department  had 
called  my  attention. 

On  reaching  here  myself  on  the  22d,  I  was  boarded  by  the  executive  offioer 
of  the  Penguin,  and  informed  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  with  Acting 
Master  Mather,  had  organized  an  expedition  from  the  two  vessels,  and  had 
moved  southward  through  the  inland  passage  leading  into  Mosquito  lagoon,  passing 
Smyrna  with  four  or  five  light  boats,  carrying  in  all  some  43  men.  Soon  after 
.this  report,  which  I  heard  with  anxiety,  the  results  were  developed. 

It  appears  that,  after  going  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  miles  without  any  incident* 
.and  wxule  on  their  return,  and  within  sight  of  the  Henry  Andrew,  the  order  of 
ithe  line  being  no  longer  observed,  the  two  cominanding  officers,  quite  in  advancCf 
Handed  under  certain  earthworks  which  had  been  abandoned,  or  never  armedy 
mear  a  dense  growth  of  live-oak,  with  underbrush.  A  heavy  and  continuous 
fire  was  unexpectedly  opened  upon  them  from  both  these  covers.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather,  with  three  of  the  five  men  com- 
posing the  boat's  crew,  were  killed.  The  remaining  two  were  wounded  and 
made  prisoners.  As  the  other  boats  came  up  they  also  were  fired  into,  and  suf- 
fered more  or  less. 

The  rear  boat  of  all  had  a  howitzer,  which,  however,  could  not  be  properly 
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secured  or  worked — the  boat  not  being  fitted  for  the  purpose — and  could,  there- 
fore, be  of  little  use.  The  men  had  to  seek  cover  on  shore,  but  as  soon  as  it 
was  dark  Acting  Master's  Mate  Mcintosh  returned  to  the  boats,  brought  away 
the  body  of  one  of  the  crew  who  had  been  killed,  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  and 
flags,  threw  the  howitzer  into  the  river,  passed  close  to  the  rebel  pickets,  who 
hailed  but  elicited  no  reply,  and  arrived  safely  on  board  the  Henry  Andrew. 

On  hearing  of  this  untoward  event,  I  directed  Commander  Rodgers  to  send  oflf 
the  launch  and  cutters  of  this  ship  to  the  support  of  the  Andrew.  The  boats 
crossed  the  bar  at  midnight,  and  the  next  morning  the  vessel  was  hauled  close 
up  to  the  scene  of  the  late  attack,  but  no  enemy  could  be  discovered. 

The  bodies  of  Lieutenant  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were  received 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  commanding  officer — ^a  Captain  Bird — who  had 
come  from  a  camp  from  a  distance,  made  some  show  of  courtesy,  by  returning 
papers  and  a  watch,  as  if  ashamed  of  this  mode  of  warfare ;  for  these  were  the 
very  troops  that,  with  sufficient  force,  means,  and  material  for  a  respectable 
defence,  had  ingloriously  fled  from  St.  Augustine  on  our  approach. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  the  original 
of  which  was  found  on  his  person,  and  was  one  of  the  papers  returned  by  the 
rebel  officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were  brave  and 
devoted  officers.  The  former  commanded  the  Penguin  in  the  action  of  the  7th 
of  November,  and  received  my  commendation.  The  latter,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
was  a  man  of  uncommon  energy  and  daring,  and  had  no  superior,  probably, 
among  the  patriotic  men  who  have  been  appointed  in  the  navy  from  the  mer- 
cantile marine. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St,  John%  Fla.,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  send  the  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  Mather  commanding,  to  report 
to  you  for  duty.  You  will  please,  as  far  as  you  can,  buoy  out  the  channel,  and 
make  reconnoissance  in  boats  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water,  and,  if  satisfactory, 
direct  the  Henry  Andrew  to  cross  the  bar  and  blockade  the  inlet  and  Sm3rma. 
If  the  rebel  steamer  Caroline  or  Kate  has  not  left  the  inlet,  capture  her  and  all 
the  other  vessels  found  there. 

From  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  frimished  Acting  Master  Mather, 
you  will  perceive  that  there  is  said  to  be  large  quantities  of  live-oak  timber,  ready 
cut,  inside  of  Mosquito  inlet.  If  this  be  so,  I  desire  that  the  same  should  be  taken 
possession  of  in  the  name  of  the  government,  and  so  held  until  I  can  send  some 
light-draught  vessels  to  transport  it  to  the  north. 
Respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT,  Flag-Officer, 

Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd, 

Comm^g  U,  8.  Steamer  Penguin^  off  Moiquito  Unlet,  Fla. 
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Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St,  Augustine,  Fla„  March  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  casualties  occurred  in  the  attack  upon  the  boat  expeditioD 
under  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd : 

Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd,  Penguin,  killed. 

James  Marlow,  ordinary  seaman,  Penguin,  killed. 

Walter  Burch,  ordinary  seaman.  Penguin,  killed. 

John  Dennis,  master's  mate,  Penguin,  wounded  in  shoulder. 

William  Twaites,  ordinary  seaman.  Penguin,  wounded  in  hand. 

Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  commanding  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

Lewis  Delous,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

John  Bates,  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

James  Arnold,  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  killed. 

A.  W.  Kelsey,  acting  assistant  paymaster,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  in  hand. 

Walter  Bradley,  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  Henry  Andrew,  wonnded  m 
forehead. 

Thomas  Welch,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  and  a  prisoner. 

Henry  C.  Rich,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  and  a  prisoner. 

James  T.  Allen,  ordinary  seaman,  Henry  Andrew,  wounded  in  thigh. 

I  herewith  enclose  Dr.  Clymer's  report  of  the  wounds  received  by  Lieutenant 
Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  F.  DUPONT,  Flag-OJieer. 

Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Fla„  March  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report,  that  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  bodies  of  Act- 
ing Lieutenant  Thomas  A.  Budd  and  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  the  former 
conmianding  the  United  States  steamer  Penguin  and  the  latter  the  United  States 
steamer  Henry  Andrew,  who  were  yesterday,  during  a  reconnoissance  at  this 
place,  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  and  killed,  I  find  the  following  gunshot  wonnds  r 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  received  but  one  wound,  which  most  have 
proved  almost  immediately  fatal.  The  ball  struck  the  front  of  the  upper  jaw, 
carrying  away  the  left  half  of  that  bone  and  breaking  the  lower  jaw-bone  on  the 
left  side.  It  passed  out  on  the  back  part  of  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  one  inch. 
below  the  level  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  ear. 

Master  Commanding  Mather  was  struck  by  three  balls,  one  of  them,  howeveTf. 
merely  grazing  the  back  without  penetrating  the  skin.  Another  ball  entered  the 
upper  part  of  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  and  passed  out  on  the  right  Bide  of 
the  back.  The  third  shot  entered  the  front  of  the  mouth,  carried  away  the 
whole  of  the  left  side  of  the  upper  jaw,  shattered  the  left  side  of  the  lower  jaw, 
and  passed  out  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck  an  inch  below  the  ear.  This  wound 
must  have  been  almost  immediately  fatal,  as  it  must  have  severed  the  large 
blood-vessels  and  nerves  of  the  neck  on  the  left  side. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  CLYMER,  Fleet  Surgeon. 

Captain  C.  R.  P.  Rodoers, 

Commanding  United  States  Flag- Ship  Wabash, 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Flag-Officcr  DuPont. 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Commander. 
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Flag-Officer  DuPont   reports  possession  of   Cumberland   island   and  sound, 
Femandina  and  Amelia  island,  and  river  and  Uncn  of  St.  Mary^s, 

Flag-Ship  Mohican, 
Harhor  of  Femandina,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  last  despatch  that  the  expedition 
for  Femandina  was  equipped,  and  waiting  only  for  suitable  weather  to  sail  firom 
Port  Royal.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  am  in  ^1  posses- 
sion of  Cumberland  island  and  sound,  of  Femandina  and  Amelia  island,  and  of 
the  river  and  town  of  St.  Mary's. 

I  sailed  from  Port  Royal  on  the  last  day  of  February  in  the  Wabash,  and  on 
the  2d  instant  entered  Cumberland  sound,  by  St.  Anorew's  inlet,  in  the  Mohi- 
can, Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  on  board  of  which  ship  I  have  hoisted  my  flag. 
The  fleet  comprised  the  following  vessels,  sailing  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
named: 

Ottawa,  Mohican,  accompanied  by  the  Ellen,  Seminole,  Pawnee,  Pocahontas, 
Flag,  Florida,  James  Adger,  Bienville,  Alabama,  Keystone  State,  Seneca, 
Huron,  Pembina,  Isaac  Smith,  Penguin,  Potomska,  armed  cutter  Henrietta, 
armed  transport  McClellan,  (the  latter  having  on  board  ihe  battalion  of  marines 
under  the  command  of  Minor  Reynolds,)  and  the  transports  Empire  City,  Marion, 
Star  of  the  South,  Belvidere,  Boston,  and  George's  Creek,  containing  a  brigade 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Wright. 

We  came  to  anchor  in  Cumberland  sound  at  half-past  ten  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  channel  and  wait  for  the  tide.  Here  I 
learned  from  a  contraband,  who  had  been  picked  up  at  sea  by  Commander  La- 
nier, and  from  the  neighboring  residents  on  Cumberland  island,  that  the  rebels 
had  abandoned  in  haste  the  whole  of  the  defen^  of  Femandina,  and  were  even 
at  that  moment  retreating  from  Amelia  iriand.  carrying  with  them  8nch  of  their 
munitions  as  their  precipitate  flight  would  allow. 

The  object  of  carrying  the  whole  fleet  through  Cumberland  sound  was  to  turn 
the  heavy  works  on  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  and  the  north  end  of  Amelia 
islands ;  but,  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  I  detached  the  gunboats  and  armed 
steamers  of  light  draught  from  the  main  line,  and  placing  diem  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commander  P.  Drayton,  of  the  steam-sloop  Pawnee,  I  ordered  him  to 
push  through  the  sound  with  the  utmost  speed,  to  save  public  and  private  prop- 
erty from  destruction,  to  prevent  poisoning  the  wells,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  all 
those  outrages  by  the  perpetration  of  which  the  leaders  of  this  nefarious  war 
hope  to  deceive  and  exasperate  the  southern  peopje.  In  the  mean  time  I  went 
out  of  the  sound,  and  came  by  sea  to  the  main  entrance  of  this  harbor. 

In  consequence  of  bad  weather  I  was  unable  to  cross  the  bar  till  this  morn- 
ing. Commander  Drayton,  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  with 
the  armed  launches  and  cutters  and  the  small-armed  companies  from  the  Wabash, 
had  arrived  several  hours  before  me.  Immediately  on  his  entering  the  harbor 
Commander  Drayton  sent  Lieutenant  White,  of  the  Ottawa,  to  hoist  the  flag  on 
Fort  Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national  forts  on  which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  has 
n'sumed  its  proper  place  since  the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
Unite<l  States  was  issued. 

A  few  scattering  musket-shots  were  fired  from  the  town  by  the  flying  enemy, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  a  railroad  train  was  about  to  start.  Commander 
Drayton,  on  board  the  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  chased  this 
train  for  two  miles  and  fired  several  shells  at  it,  aiming  at  the  locomotive,  some 
of  which  took  effect.  It  was  reported  that  the  Hon.  David  Yulee,  late  a  senator 
of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Florida,  escaped  from  this  train  and  took 
to  the  bush.  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  pushing  ahead  with  the  launches, 
captured  the  rebel  steamer  Darlington,  containing  military  stores,  army  wagons. 
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mules,  forage,  &c.,  and  fortunately  secured  the  drawbridge,  which  was  held  dur- 
ing the  night  by  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash. 

There  were  passengers,  women  and  children,  in  the  Darlington,  and  the  brutal 
captain  suffered  her  to  be  fired  upon  and  refused  to  hoist  a  white  flag,  notwith- 
standing the  entreaties  of  the  women.  No  one  was  injured.  I  send  the  captain 
of  the  steamer  home  a  prisoner.  His  name  is  Jacob  Brock ;  he  is  a  native  of 
Vermont,  but  has  been  a  resident  of  Florida  for  twenty-three  years.  The  same 
night  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  ascended  the  St.  Mary's  with  the  Ottawa 
and  took  possession  of  the  town,  driving  out  a  picket  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  town  of  Femandina  was  also  occupied  by  a  party 
of  seamen  and  marines  from  Commander  Drayton's  command.  In  both  places 
most  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled,  by  order,  it  is  said,  of  the  rebel  authorities.  A 
company  of  seamen  and  marines,  under  Lieutenant  Miller,  was  sent  from  the 
Mohican  to  hold  Fort  Clinch. 

It  is  reported  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes,  of  the  Huron,  that 
the  whole  structure  of  the  railroad  on  the  Femandina  side,  including  the  swing- 
ing drawbridge,  is  quite  uninjured.  The  rebels  have  done  some  damage  by 
fire  to  the  trestle-work  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  but  I  am  not  yet  informed 
of  its  extent.  Several  locomotives,  baggage  cars,  tenders,  freight  cars,  and  some 
other  property  besides  that  found  in  the  steamer  Darlington,  have  been  recovered. 
The  whole  number  of  guns  discovered  up  to  this  time  is  thirteen,  embracing 
heavy  32-pounders,  eight-inch  guns,  and  one  80  and  one  120-pounder  rifled  gmi. 

The  towns  of  St.  Mary's  and  Femandina  are  uniniured.  I  visited  the  town. 
Fort  Clinch,  and  the  earthworks  on  the  sea  face  of  tne  island.  It  is  impossible 
to  look  at  these  preparations  for  a  vigorous  defence  without  being  surprised  that 
they  should  have  been  voluntarily  deserted.  The  batteries  on  the  north  and 
northeast  shores  are  as  complete  as  art  can  make  them.  Six  are  well  concealed, 
are  protected  by  ranges  of  sand-hills  in  front,  contain  perfect  shelter  for  the  men, 
and  are  so  small  and  thoroughly  covered  by  the  natural  growth  and  by  the 
varied  contoiirs  of  the  land,  that  to  strike  them  from  the  water  woald  be  the 
mere  result  of  chance.  A  battery  of  six  guns,  though  lareer,  and  affording,  there- 
fore, a  better  mark,  is  equally  well  sheltered  and  masked. 

These  batteries,  and  the  heavy  guns  mounted  on  Fort  Clinch,  command  all 
the  tumings  of  the  main  ship-channel,  and-  rake  an  approaching  enemy.  Be- 
sides these,  there  was  another  battery  of  four  guns  on  the  south  end  of  Comber- 
land  island,  the  fire  of  which  would  cross  the  channel  inside  of  the  bar.  The 
difficulties  arising  from  the  hidirectness  of  the  channel,  and  from  the  shoalness 
of  the  bar,  would  have  added  to  the  defences  by  keeping  the  approaching  ves- 
sels a  long  time  exposed  to  fire  under  great  disadvantages ;  and  when  the  ships 
of  an  enemy  had  passed  all  tlieir  defences  they  would  have  to  encounter  a  wdl- 
constructed  and  naturally  masked  battery  at  the  town,  which  commands  the 
access  to  the  inner  anchorage.  We  are  told  that  General  Lee  pronounced  the 
place  perfectly  defensible;  we  are  not  surprised  at  this,  if  true.  We  captured 
Fort  Royal,  but  Femandina  and  Fort  Clinch  have  been  given  to  us. 

We  had  in  the  expedition  Mr.  W.  H.  Dennis,  an  assistant  in  the  Coast  Survey f 
who  possessed  accurate  local  knowledge  of  a  part  of  the  ground  we  passed  over, 
of  which,  indeed,  he  had  made  the  topographical  map,  under  the  direction  of 
the  superintendent.  lie  was  zealous  and  active,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
mention  it. 

The  Empire  City,  on  board  of  which  was  General  Wright,  grounded  on  the 
bar.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  (in  another  stcamcT)  immediate  steps  were  taken  to 
transfer  to  him  the  forts  and  all  authority  and  posse^*t*ion  on  the  land.  I  desire 
to  speak  here  of  the  harmonious  councils  and  cordial  co-operation  which  have 
marked,  throughout,  my  intercourse  with  this  able  officer.  Our  plans  of  action 
have  been  matured  by  mutual  consultation,  and  have  been  carried  into  execa- 
tion  by  mutual  help. 
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I  take  great  pleasure  in  reminding  the  department  that  one  principal  and  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  naval  expedition  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command  was,  in 
its  first  conception,  to  take  and  keep  under  control  the  whole  line  of  the  sea-coast 
of  Georgia,  knowing  (to  use  the  language  of  the  original  paper)  "  that  the  naval 
power  that  controls  the  sea-coast  of  Georgia  controls  the  State  of  Georgia."  The 
report  that  the  fortifications  at  St.  Simon's,  armed  with  heavy  columbiads,  had 
been  abandoned,  which  first  reached  me  at  Port  Royal,  is  confirmed.  This  being 
the  case,  the  entire  sea-coast  of  Georgia  is  now  either  actually  in  my  possession 
or  under  my  control,  and  thus  the  views  of  the  government  have  been  accom- 
pnshed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer^  Com*g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyt  Washington, 


Reports  of  Commanders  Drayton  and  Rodgers  of  capture  of  Femandina  and 

St,  Mary's,  8fc, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  depart- 
ment of  the  fall  of  Brunswick,  Georgia,  the  capture  of  Femandina,  Florida,  of 
the  town  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  river  of  that  name,  one  of  the  boundaries  be- 
tween these  States,  Cumberland  island  and  sound — in  short,  the  coast  and 
inland  waters  from  St.  Simon's  southward. 

I  fon^-ard  herewith  interesting  reports  from  Commander  Drayton  and  Comman- 
der C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  detailing  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  Fer- 
nandina  and  St.  Mary's,  and  an  interesting  extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Stevens  of  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Ottawa  up  the  river  St.  Mary's, 
which  reports  had  not  reached  me  when  my  despatch  was  sent. 

Having  on  the  7th  despatched  a  division  of  my  force  to  hold  Brunswick,  con- 
sisting of  the  Mohican,  Pocahontas,  and  Potomska,  under  Commander  Godon, 
I  shifted  my  flag  from  the  first-named  vessel  to  the  Pawnee,  and  organized 
another  squadron  of  light  vessels,  embracing  the  four  regular  gunboats  Ottawa, 
Seneca,  Pembina,  and  Huron,  with  the  Isaac  Smith  and  £llen,  under  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Stevens,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's 
river,  cross,  if  possible,  its  difficult  and  shallow  bars,  feel  the  forts  if  still  held, 
and  push  on  to  Jacksonville — indeed,  to  go  as  far  as  Pilatka,  eighty  miles 
beyond,  to  reconnoitre  and  capture  river  steamers. 

This  expedition  was  to  be  accompanied  by  the  aimed  launches  and  cutters  of  the 
Wabash,  under  Lieutenants  Irwin  and  Barnes,  and  by  a  light-draught  transport 
with  the  7th  New  Hampshire  regiment.  After  arranging  with  Brigadier  General 
Wright  our  joint  occupation  of  the  Florida  and  Georgia  coasts,  including  pro- 
tection from  injury  the  mansion  and  grounds  of  Dungeness,  on  Cumberland 
island,  originally  the  property  of  the  revolutionary  hero  and  patriot.  General 
Greene,  and  still  owned  by  his  descendants,  and  leaving  Commander  Percival 
Drayton  in  charge  of  the  naval  force,  I  rejoined  this  ship,  waiting  for  me  oflf 
Femandina,  and  proceeded  with  her  off  St.  John's,  arriving  there  on  the  9th. 

The  gunboats  had  not  yet  been  able  to  cross  the  bar,  but  expected  to  do  so 
the  next  day,  the  Ellen  only  getting  in  that  evening.  As  at  Nassau,  which  was 
visited  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  on  his  way  down,  the  forts  seemed 
abandoned.  There  being  no  probability  that  the  Huron  could  enter,  I  despatched 
her  off  to  St.  Augustine,  where  I  followed  her,  arriving  here  on  the  11th.     I 
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immediatelj  sent  on  shore  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  with  a  flag  of  tmee, 
having  reason  to  believe  that,  if  there  were  any  people  on  this  coast  likely  to 
remain  in  their  houses,  it  would  be  at  St.  Augustine. 

I  enclose  Commander  Rodgers's  most  interesting  report,  which  I  am  sure  the 
department  will  read  with  satisfaction.  The  American  flag  is  flying  once  mote 
over  that  old  city,  raised  by  the  hands  of  its  own  people,  who  resiBted  the 
appeals,  threats,  and  falsehoods  of  their  leaders,  though  compelled  to  witness 
the  carrying  o£f  of  their  sons  in  the  ranks  of  the  flying  enemy.  This  gives  us 
possession  of  a  second  national  fort  of  strength  and  importance.  ^ 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received,  by  the  Isaac  Smith,  a  report  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  of  his  operations  on  the  St.  John's  river, 
giving  details  of  great  interest.  From  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  I 
hear  with  regret  of  acts  of  vandalism  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  commanders  (not 
the  people)  in  setting  fire  to  vast  quantities  of  lumber,  and  the  saw-mills  in  that 
region,  owned  by  northern  men  supposed  to  have  Union  sympathies.  The  Isaac 
Smith  has  arrived  opportunely,  as  that  vessel  can  get  into  St.  Augastine»  while 
it  was  doubtful  whether  the  Huron  could  enter.  The  latter  I  send  to  Feman- 
dina,  with  despatches  to  Brigadier  General  Wright. 

In  all  this  varied  and  difficult  service,  having  to  contend  with  snrf  shores, 
dangerous  bars,  and  inland  navigation  in  an  enemy's  country,  I  think  it  due  to 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  to  say  that  they  have  on  all  occasions 
displayed  great  spirit  and  ability,  fully  coming  up  to  my  requirements  and  ex- 
pectations. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  DUPONT,  Flag^Oficer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Pawnbb, 

Femandina,  March  4»  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2d  of  March,  I  left  at  daylight  on  the 
next  morning,  accompanied  by  the  following  gunboats  and  other  light-draiiglit 
vessels,  viz:  the  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens;  Senecfty 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen;  Huron,  Lieutenant  Commanding  O. 
Downes;  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhead;  Isaac  Smitli* 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson ;  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Command 
ing  T.  A.  Budd;  Potomska,  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G.  Watmongh ;  and 
Ellen,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  Budd.  There  were  also  with  us  three  armed 
launches  of  the  Wabash,  and  a  company  of  sailors,  all  under  the  command  of 
Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  of  that  vessel,  as  well  as  the  transports  McClel* 
Ian,  Captain  Gray,  on  board  of  which  was  the  battalion  of  maiines  of  Major  J. 
G.  Reynolds ;  the  Boston,  with  the  97th  Pennsylvania  regiment.  Colonel  Gam ; 
and  the  armed  cutter  Henrietta,  Captain  Bennett. 

We  proceeded  at  once  down  Cumberland  sound.  The  navigation,  however, 
proved  to  be  quite?  intricate,  and,  beside?,  the  ]^nwnce,  the  Ottawa,  and  Huron 
(the  latter  the  only  one  with  a  pilot  exc(»pt  myself )  were  alone  able  to  cross  the 
flats  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  tid(»s  that  meet  in  the  sound  from  the 
north  and  south. 

With  these  I  continued  on,  until,  at  3  o'clock,  and  when  only  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  Fort  Clinch,  all  except  the  Ottawa  grounded,  and,  as  the  tide  was 
falling,  there  was  little  hope  of  getting  them  oft*  until  its  change?.  I  determinedt 
therefore,  to  push  on  in  that  vessel,  with  the  three  armed  launches  of  the 
Wabash.     On  approaching  Fort  Clinch,  it  was  so  evidently  deserted  that  I 
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would  not  stop,  but  merely  sent  Lieutenant  G.  M.  White,  of  the  Ottawa,  on 
shore  with  an  anned  boat  to  hoist  the  American  flag  there  as  a  signal  to  your- 
self, at  anchor  outside  in  the  Mohican.  This  he  did,  and  returned  to  the  vessel 
later. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Old  Femandina  a  white  flag  was  displayed  by  some 
persons  on  shore.  Shortly  after,  and  when  passing  New  Femandina,  a  few 
rifle  shots  were  fired  from  some  bushes,  and  a  railroad  train  was  perceived  just 
starting.  As  it  was  naturally  supposed  to  contain  soldiers  escaping,  I  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  to  try  and  stop  it;  and  the  road  passing  for 
some  distance  near  the  river,  and  we  going  at  ftiU  speed,  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  firing  several  shots  at  the  two  locomotives  attached  to  the  train,  which, 
however,  did  not  prevent  its  escape  across  the  railroad  bridge,  which  is  four 
miles  fron^  the  town,  and  it  was  soon  lost  in  the  woods  on  the  other  side.  We 
afterwards  found  on  the  track  the  bodies  of  two  men  who  had  been  killed  by 
our  shots,  one  of  whom  was  a  soldier ;  and  the  report  was  that  ex-Senator 
Yulee  was  on  board  one  of  the  cars,  and  had  also  been  struck,  but  this,  I  think, 
was  a  mistake. 

In  the  mean  time  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  attempting  to  escape  up  the 
narrow  citjek  over  which  the  railroad  bridge  passes,  the  draw  of  which  she  went 
through  very  soon  afler  the  train  had  crossed.  Several  shots  were  fired  at  her 
without  effect,  and  as  the  Ottawa  could  not  go  up  the  creek.  Commander 
Rodgers  followed  her  with  two  of  his  armed  boats,  captured,  and  brought  her 
alongside.  She  was  found  to  be  filled  principally  with  women  and  children, 
but  also  had  on  board  a  surgeon  in  the  confederate  army,  and  a  number  of  mules 
and  wagons  belonging  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

As  everything  had  been  done  now  that  coula  be  in  this  direction,  and  as  it 
was  quite  dark,  being  near  8  o'clock,  we  returned  off  the  town  of  Femandina, 
where  I  left  the  Ottawa,  and  went  on  board  of  the  steamer  that  we  had  captured, 
for  the  purpose  of  returning  with  a  pilot  to  bring  up  the  Pawnee  and  Huron. 
Soon  after.  Commander  Rodgers,  with  the  Ottawa,  proceeded  to  occupy  the 
town  of  St.  Mary's,  Oeorgia,  a  small  place  on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  distant  ten 
miles  from  here,  and  where  we  supposed  some  of  the  guns  removed  from  Fort 
Clinch  had  been  taken. 

Owing  to  various  detentions,  I  was  not  able  to  reach  the  Pawnee  until  mid- 
night, nor  to  bring  her  up  till  daylight,  when,  with  the  Huron,  I  anchored  off 
this  town.  During  the  night  an  armed  launch  of  the  Wabash,  under  charge 
of  Acting  Master  R.  H.  Lsmiison,  had  been  left  for  the  protection  of  the  railroad 
bridge,  the  draw  of  which  had  been  opened.  Toward  morning,  however,  a 
number  of  soldiers  came  down,  and,  unaer  cover  of  the  bushes,  set  the  further 
end  on  fire.  They  were  repeatedly  fired  on,  and  driven  off,  but  succeeded  in 
very  much  injuring  its  western  portion.  On  seeing  the  smoke,  I  sent  the 
Huron  up  to  prevent  the  remaining  part  from  being  injured,  in  which  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Downcs  was  successftil. 

The  batteries  on  and  near  Fort  Clinch,  on  the  southern  part  of  Cumberland 
island,  and  at  New  Femandina,  although  many  guns  had  been  removed,  might 
have  offf'red  most  serious  obstacles  to  our  approach,  as  will  be  seen  by  my 
detaih»(l  report  of  them.  They  were,  however,  being  rapidly  disarmed,  in  obe- 
dicnci;  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  but  it  was  determined  to  defend 
thorn  from  any  attack  by  sea  until  the  place  could  be  regularly  evacuated ;  and 
the  bar  Wing  a  very  intricate  one,  and  well  under  fire,  they  might  have  given 
us  a  great  deal  of  trouble  had  our  advance  been  made  from  that  side. 

At  8  o'clock  of  the  night  previous  to  my  arrival,  however,  (the  2d,)  a  tele- 
gram came  from  Brunswick,  mentioning  that  24  of  our  armed  vessels  were  in 
Cumberland  sound.  This  news  seems  to  have  produced  a  perfect  panic,  as  by 
12  o'clock  the  next  day,  the  garrison,  which  consisted  of  1,500  men,  as  well  as 
almost  all  of  the  inhabitants,  had  gone  off. 
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Shortly  after  bringing  up  the  Pawnee,  and  at  about  7  o'clock  this  morning,  I 
occupied  the  town  with  our  marines  and  the  Wabash's  company  of  rifles*  and 
endeavored  as  mucli  as  possible  to  quiet  the  few  people  left,  and  to  prevent  any 
injury  to  public  or  private  property.  Midshipman  M.  L.  Johnson  pushed  along 
the  railroad  with  some  of  his  men,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  brought  in  two 
locomotives  and  three  railroad  cars.  He  also  collected  and  put  a  guard  over  a 
quantity  of  rosin,  turpentine,  and  cotton,  to  prevent  it  from  being  carried  off  or 
injured.  At  9  o'clock  the  Isaac  Smith  arrived,  when  I  immediately  sent  her 
out  to  communicate  with  your  vessel,  which  she  met,  however,  on  the  'way  in. 

The  report  of  Commander  Rodgers  accompanies  this,  as  well  as  a  description 
of  the  defences  of  the  harbor  and  their  armament.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only 
to  express  the  great  obligations  I  am  under  to  Commander  Rodgera  and  Lieu- 
tenant Conmianding  Stevens.  Except  for  the  former  and  his  boats,  we  shonld 
scarcely  have  been  able  to  capture  the  steamer ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
constant  watchfulness  and  good  management  of  the  latter,  his  vessel  would  not 
have  been  able  to  follow  the  Pawnee  so  far  as  she  did  without  a  pilot,  and  thus, 
at  last,  enable  us  to  act  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  instead  of  waiting  for  the 
next  morning,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON. 
ComviandeTt  Commanding  the 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Steamer  Mohican,  Femandina  Harbor, 


United  States  Steamer  Pawnbb, 

Femandina,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  afler  leaving  the  Ottawa  I  entered  Kingsley's 
cut,  and  proceeding  rapidly  to  the  railroad  bridge,  with  the  second  launch  of  the 
Wabash,  passed  through  the  draw,  and,  just  afler  dark,  captured  the  steamer 
Darlington,  which  was  endeavoring  to  escape  from  Femandina  with  militaiy 
wagons,  mules,  forage,  &c. 

On  board  were  several  passengers,  with  their  baggage,  and  among  them  As- 
sistant Surgeon  H.  G.  Lungren,  of  the  confederate  forces.  We  also  captured  a 
small  schooner.  I  left  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash  to  secure  the  draw- 
bridge and  hold  the  passage  during  the  night. 

As  soon  as  the  prizes  could  be  taken  to  Femandina  I  left  that  place  in  the 
Ottiiwa,  with  the  armed  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  and  reached  the  town  of  St. 
Mary's  soon  after  midnight,  which  we  at  once  proceeded  to  occupy.  At  the 
time  of  our  arrival  the  place  was  held  by  a  picket  of  cavalry,  which  made  its 
escape ;  but  we  seized  their  horses  and  equipments.  The  greater  part  of  tlie 
inhauitants  hiid  left  the  town ;  some,  however,  remain. 

Leaving  the  OtUiwa  and  one  of  the  cutters  of  the  Wabash  in  possession  of  St. 
Mary's,  I  have  returned  to  Femandina.  I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Command* 
ing  Stevens  for  very  cordial  and  efficient  co-operation.  Assistant  W.  II.  Den- 
nis, of  the  Coast  Survey,  accompanied  me  to  St.  Mary's,  and  rendered  mc  much 
valuable  aid. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  \\  KODGERS,  Comfnander. 

Commander  Percival  Drayton, 

United  States  Navy. 
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Extract  Jrom  report  of  Ldeutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  the  Ottawa, 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

St,  Mary's  River,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Isaac  Smith  at  St.  Mary's,  I  proceeded  in  this 
vessel,  unaer  your  instructions,  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  St.  Mary's  river,  and 
reached  a  place  called  Woodstock  Mills,  about  fifty  miles  from  this  place,  land- 
ing at  the  plantation  of  a  Mrs.  Campbell  and  that  of  a  Mrs.  Downes,  at  a  place 
called  the  Brickyard,  and  at  Woodstock  Mills,  owned  and  occupied  by  a  Mr. 
Alburti,  notifying  those  whom  I  met  (which  seemed  to  reassure  them)  of  your 
intention  to  protect  all  peaceable  citizens  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
inviting  those  who  had  fled  to  return  to  their  homes. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  communication  I  left  with  Mrs.  Campbell 
and  Judge  Alburti,  to  signify  the  same  to  the  people  generally.  Before  leaving 
Woodstock  Mills  I  learned  through  a  negro  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
rebels  to  cut  us  off  with  their  light  batteries  and  infantry  of  the  Mississippi  regi- 
ment which  had  been  stationed  here. 

When  near  the  Brickyard  the  enemy's  riflemen  attacked  us  in  force  from 
both  sides  of  the  river.  I  opened  upon  them  with  our  battery,  using  grape  and 
canister,  and  small  arms,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number.  The  fire  was 
kept  up  from  both  sides  of  the  river,  (here  about  one  hundred  yards  wide,)  for 
about  a  mile,  after  which  we  saw  nor  heard  anything  more  of  them  until  just 
above  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  when,  discovering  a  large  body  of  cav- 
alry about  twelve  hundred  yards  ahead  of  us,  I  threw  a  few  second  11-inch 
shells  among  them,  when  they  fled  in  great  haste  and  confusion.  Passing  down, 
when  about  three  miles  further,  just  where  it  debouches  into  the  marshes,  we 
discovered  in  the  ambush  a  body  of  the  enemy,  and  before  they  had  time  to  fire 
gave  them  a  round  from  the  11-inch,  loaded  with  canister,  the  two  24-pound 
howitzers,  and  the  12-pound  howitzer  of  the  Wabash,  (which  I  had  taken  on 
board  before  leaving,)  which  was  worked  admirably,  as,  indeed,  all  the  guns 
were.     Very  few  of  the  enemy  escaped  this  destructive  fire. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred  on  board  ftt)m  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  very  accurate,  as  the  various  narrow  escapes  of  both 
oflicers  and  men,  and  the  numerous  bullet-holes  in  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  will 
testify.  I  am  informed  that  some  distance  beyond  the  point  I  reached  there  are 
large  quantities  of  turpentine  on  board  of  two  steamers.  The  steamers  cannot 
escape. 

I  saw  also  on  the  bank  of  the  river  the  live-oak  frame,  complete,  of  a  ship  of 
1,800  tons  ready  for  shipment,  and  a  schooner,  in  very  good  order,  of  about  100 
tons ;  but  as  the  river  is  very  narrow,  and  the  turns  following  each  other  in 
quick  succession,  sharp  and  abrupt,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  to 
tow  down  whh  so  long  a  vessel. 

The  live-oak  abounds  for  many  miles  along  the  river.  I  am  quite  confident 
that  our  visit  will  be  productive  of  good  both  to  those  well  disposed  and  to  our 
enemies,  who  have  been  taught  a  lesson  they  will  not  soon  forget.  From  my 
observation,  such  a  thing  as  free  speech  among  them  is  a  tradition,  and  the  reign 
of  terror  rules  everywhere.  Still,  those  I  saw  were  very  grateful  for  the  assur- 
ances given,  and  1  doubt  not  many  of  them  will  avail  themselves  of  our 
protection. 

Finally,  permit  me  to  commend  to  you  the  good  conduct,  uniform  throughout, 
of  both  officers  and  men,  and  to  thank,  through  you.  Midshipman  Pearson,  of 
the  Wabash,  who  commanded  her  cutter,  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  was 
alwayi?,  in  fire  and  out  of  fire,  ready  to  render. 
Very  respectfully 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
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United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

St,  Mary's  River,  March  7,  1862. 

Captain  Stevens,  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Ottawa,  is  authorized  by 
Flag-Officer  DuPont  to  assure  the  peaceable  citizens  living  on  the  banks  of  St. 
Mary's  river  that  they  will  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property ;  that  it 
is  his  desire  they  should  return  to  their  homes,  where  nobody  will  come  near 
to  harm  them. 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Lieutenant  (Commanding, 


United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

St,  Mary's,  Ga.,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  report  of  those  wounded  in  the  action  this  momiiig 
by  the  confederate  riflemen :  John  De  Cordy,  master's  mate,  seriously,  (rifle 
shot  through  the  upper  third  of  left  arm,  the  bone  not  being  broken ;)  J.  T. 
Eobcrts,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly,  (rifle  shot  in  the  right  wrist,  ball  extracted;) 
Michael  Craig,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly,  (rifle  shot  in  the  calf  of  right  le^;) 
Benjamin  F.  Ripley,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly,  (rifle  shot  crashed  his  kft 
thumb.)  These  men  are  all  doing  well. 
Very  respectftdly, 

CHARLES  0.  CARPENTEK, 

Aiiittant  Surgeon^ 
Captain  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Ottawa. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Wabash, 

Of  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  crossed  the  bar  with  some  difficulty,  in  obedience  to  yoor 
orders,  I  approached  St.  Augustine  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  R8  I  drew  near 
the  city  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  upon  one  of  the  bastions  of  Fort  Muttop. 
Landing  at  the  wharf,  and  inquiring  for  the  chief  authority,  I  was  Boon  joined 
by  the  mayor  and  conducted  to  the  city-hall,  where  the  municipal  authorities 
were  assembled. 

I  informed  them  that,  having  come  to  restore  the  authority  of  the  United 
Statet^,  you  had  deemed  it  more  kind  to  send  an  unarmed  boat  to  inform  the 
citizens  of  your  determination  than  to  occupy  the  town  at  onc^  by  force  of 
arms ;  that  you  were  desirous  to  calm  any  apprehension  of  harsh  treament  that 
might  exist  in  their  minds,  and  that  you  should  carefully  respect  the  perBons 
and  property  of  all  citizens  who  submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States; 
that  you  had  a  single  purpose — to  restore  the  i*tate  of  aflairs  which  existed 
before  the  rebellion. 

I  infonned  the  municipal  authorities  that  so  \^n\^  as  they  respected  the  an- 
thority  of  the  government  we  serve,  and  acted  in  j^ood  faith,  municipal  affain 
would  be  left  in  their  own  hands,  so  far  as  niijrht  be  consistent  with  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times.  The  mayor  and  council  then  informed  in(»  that  the  place  had 
been  evacuated  th(5  precedin*^  night  by  two  cr)in|)anies  of  Florida  troops,  and 
that  they  gladly  received  the  assuninces  I  gave  them,  and  placed  the  city  in  my 
hands.  I  recommended  them  to  hoist  th(^  tia<^  of  the  Union  at  once,  and,  in 
prompt  accordance  with  the  advice,  by  order  of  the  mayor,  the  national  cusign 
was  displayed  from  the  flagstaff*  of  the  fort. 
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The  mayor  proposed  to  turn  over  to  me  the  five  cannon  mounted  at  the  fort, 
which  are  in  good  condition,  and  not  spiked,  and  also  the  few  munitions  of  war 
left  by  the  retreating  enemy.  I  desired  him  to  take  charge  of  them  for  the 
present,  to  make  careful  inventories,  and  establish  a  patrol  and  guard,  informing 
him  that  he  would  be  held  responsible  for  the  place  until  our  forces  should  enter 
the  harbor.  I  called  upon  the  clergymen  of  the  city,  requesting  them  to  reas- 
sure the  people,  and  to  confide  in  our  kind  intentions  toward  them.  About 
1,500  persons  remain  in  St.  Augustine,  about  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  having 
fled.  I  believe  that  there  are  many  citizens  who  are  earnestly  attached  to  the 
Union,  a  large  number  who  are  silently  opposed  to  it,  and  a  still  larger  number 
who  care  very  little  about  the  matter. 

I  think  that  neai'ly  all  the  men  acquiesce  in  the  condition  of  affairs  we 
are  now  establishing.  There  is  much  violent  and  pestilent  feeling  among  the 
women.  They  seem  to  mistake  treason  for  courage,  and  have  a  theatrical  desire 
to  figure  as  heroines.  Their  minds  have  doubtless  been  filled  with  the  false- 
hoods so  industriously  circulated  in  regard  to  the  lust  and  hatred  of  our  troops. 
On  the  night  before  our  arrival  a  party  of  women  assembled  in  front  of  the  bar- 
racks and  cut  down  the  flagstaff,  in  order  that  it  might  not  be  used  to  support 
the  old  flag.  The  men  seemed  anitious  to  conciliate  in  every  way.  There  is  a 
great  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  place.  There  seems  to  be  no  money  except 
the  wretched  paper  currency  of  the  rebellion,  and  much  poverty  exists.  In  the 
water-battery  at  the  fort  are  three  fine  army  32-pounders  of  7,000  pounds,  and 
two  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers  of  5,600  pounds,  with  shot  and  some  powder. 
There  are  a  number  of  very  old  guns  in  the  fort,  useless,  and  not  mounted. 
Several  good  guns  were  taken  away  some  months  ago  to  arm  batteries  at 
other  harbors.  The  garrison  of  the  place  went  from  St.  Augustine  at  midnight 
on  the  10th  for  Smyrna,  where  are  said  to  be  about  eight  hundred  troops,  a  bat- 
tery, the  steamer  Carolina,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

1  am  led  to  believe  that  Mosquito  inlet,  upon  which  Smyrna  is  situated,  has 
been  much  used  for  the  introduction  of  arms  from  the  Bahamas.  It  is  very  posi- 
tively stated  that  the  governor  has  ordered  the  abandonment  of  East  Florida, 
and  proposes  to  make  a  stand  near  Apalachicola. 

When  I  attempted  to  return  to  tne  Wabash,  at  5  p.  m.,  the  breakers  had 
become  so  heavy  as  to  render  the  bar  absolutely  impassable,  though  I  had 
secured  the  services  of  the  best  pilot  in  the  port.  I  crossed  them  this  morning 
with  much  difficulty,  having  remained  in  the  town  all  night. 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  who  accompanied  me,  rendered  me  much 
valuable  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS,  Cummander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  A,   C  Khind  of  recannoissance  at  Beards 

bluff. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  giving  information  of  a  daring  re- 
connoissance  made  at  Bear's  bluff  by  that  officer  and  Lieatenant  Prentiss. 
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When  relieved  from  the  pressing  importance  of  securing  this  part  of  the  coast 
I  purpose  to  pay  special  attention  to  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag- Officer t  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Orusadbb» 

NortJt  Edisto,  March  3,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  instant  I  received  information  that  the  enemy  were  building 
a  battery  at  Bear's  bluff,  opposite  White  Point.  On  the  night  of  the  24th»  ae- 
companied  by  Lieutenant  Prentiss,  I  went  up  in  our  dingey,  with  three  meD,  and 
landed  without  being  discovered  by  the  guard.  Lieutenant  Prentiss  and  I  went 
up  and  found  the  battery  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  looking  about  us,  discovered 
the  magazine ;  found  two  of  the  picket  guard  asleep  in  it,  got  one  mnsket  finom 
beside  them  without  awakening  them,  returned  to  the  boat,  and  brought  up  two 
of  the  men  to  secure  them.  In  doing  so,  I  regret  to  say,  one  of  them  was  shot 
through  the  head  and  instantly  killea,  the  pistol  in  my  hand  going  off  accident- 
ally in  the  struggle.  We  carried  both  to  the  boat,  and  escaped  without  dis- 
covery. 

The  picket  guard  at  the  battery  that  night  consisted  of  fifteen  infantry  and 
two  mounted  men,  in  command  of  a  lieutenant,  so  the  surviving  prisoner  states. 
We  buried  the  other  properly  the  next  day  near  the  camp  of  the  47th  regi- 
ment. His  name  was  Joseph  A.  Wilson,  company  C,  Moore's  battalion*  sta- 
tioned at  Church  Flats ;  the  other,  now  on  board  this  vessel,  is  William  M. 
Evins,  from  Rabun  county,  Georgia,  of  the  same  company.  According  to  his 
account,  there  are  two  regiments  at  Church  Flats,  sending  pickets  out  regulaily 
to  Rockville,  Bear's  bluff,  and  other  points  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river ;  their 
men  ill-fed,  not  paid  or  clothed,  and  oadly  treated.  Wilson  was  from  Pickens 
district,  South  Carolina.  The  musket  we  have  taken  from  them  is  of  the  Sin- 
field  pattern,  has  the  Tower  mark,  date  1861.  Both  cartridge-boxes  contained 
Ely's  London  stamped  cartridges. 

I  sent  a  boat,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Prentiss,  into  Rockville  on  the  night 
of  the  28th ;  but  they  were  discovered,  though  proceeding  cautiously^  and  a 
volley  fired  into  them  as  they  touched  the  shore,  without  hitting  any  one,  how- 
ever.  Having  orders  to  return,  if  discovered,  they  withdrew.  The  bad  weather 
to-day  prevented  my  going  up  the  river,  as  I  intended. 

We  have  picked  up  several  contrabands  from  the  east  side  lately ;  one,  coming 
from  Charleston,  reached  here  by  way  of  John's  island  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Though  arrested  by  a  picket  and  detained  on  the  way,  he  succeeded  in  escaping 
again  at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 

S.  F.  DuPoNT, 

Flag' Officer,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
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F lag-Officer  DuPont  encloses  report  of  Commander  S.  W,  Godon  of  his  visit 

to  Brwnswickt  Georgia, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Florida,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department,  in  my  communication  of  the 
13th  instant,  that  I  had  despatched  a  division  of  my  force  to  Brunswick,  under 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  consisting  of  the  Mohican,  the  Pocahontas,  and 
the  Potomska.  These  vessels  crossed  St.  Simon's  bar  on  the  8th  instant,  and 
anchored  at  sundown  within  two  miles  of  the  forts  commanding  the  channel. 

On  the  following  morning  Commander  Godon,  with  his  division,  moved  past 
the  batteries,  which  he  soon  discovered  had  been  abandoned,  and  immediately 
sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  with  three  armed  boats,  to  take  possession 
of  the  batteries  on  St.  Simon's  island,  and  Lieutenant  Henry  Miller,  of  the  Mo- 
hican, with  a  suitable  force,  to  take  possession  of  the  works  on  Jekyl  island. 

On  St.  Simon's  island  were  two  liatteries,  consisting  of  strong  earthworks, 
and  so  arranged  as  to  command  the  approach  to  St.  Simon's  sound.  There  were 
twelve  embrasures  and  numerous  well-constructed  magazines.  No  guns  were 
were  mounted,  but  a  ten-inch  solid  shot  found  near  indicated  the  calibre  of  some 
of  them. 

On  Jekyl  island  were  also  two  batteries,  of  much  greater  strength,  however. 
The  one  furthest  seaward,  and  commanding  the  main  channel,  was  a  bomb-proof 
work,  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  sand  bags,  and  railroad  iron,  well  supported 
and  braced  from  the  interior  with  massive  timbers.  It  had  mounted  three  case- 
mated  guns,  though  these,  their  carriages,  and  all  ammunition,  had  been  removed. 
The  other  battery,  five  hundred  yards  landward,  consisted  of  two  casemates 
and  an  earthwork  capable  of  mounting  four  guns  en  barbette,  A  magazine  and 
a  hot-shot  furnace  were  attached.  Both  St.  Simon's  and  Jekyl  islands  had  been 
deserted. 

Afler  examining  the  batteries,  the  vessels  passed  up  the  sound  to  Brunswick 
and  anchored  off  the  town.  A  fire  was  observed  near  the  wharf,  which  proved 
to  be  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf,  the  work  of  retiring  soldiers.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Balch,  with  a  large  force,  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  Potomska, 
landed  at  Brunswick  without  any  show  of  opposition,  and  hoisted  the  American 
flag  on  the  "  Oglethorpe  House." 

The  town  was  entirely  deserted,  and  nearly  all  property  which  could  be  re- 
moved had  been  taken  away.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light-house  at  St. 
Andrew's  and  the  light-house  at  St.  Simon's  ^the  latter  building  having  been 
destroyed  by  the  rebels)  could  not,  after  careful  search,  be  discovered  ;  the  chan- 
nel buoys  for  the  river  are  still  there,  but  out  of  place. 

Proclamations  were  posted  on  several  public  buildings  urging  the  inhabitants 
to  return  to  their  homes,  and  promising  protection  to  the  property  of  all  good 
citizens,  and  the  landing  party  then  retired  to  their  vessels. 

Nothing  was  removed  from  any  of  the  houses,  the  men  under  Lieutenant 
Balch's  command  carefully  abstaining  from  injuring  or  taking  away  the  private 
effects  of  the  inhabitants.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  Conmiander  Oodon's  interesting 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

8.  F.  DUPONT,  Flag' Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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United  States  Steamer  Mohican, 

Off  Brunswick,  Georgia,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  March 
5,  I  left  Femandina  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  accompanied  by  the  Poca- 
hontas, Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  and  the  Potomska,  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Watmough,  and  crossed  Fernandina  bar  with  just  water  enough 
to  comfortably  float  this  shi]),  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  St.  Simon's  bar,  and 
reached  it  at  dead  low  water,  passing  it,  and  getting  into  St.  Simon's  channel, 
through  which  I  carried  about  seventeen  feet  to'  within  two  miles  of  the  forts, 
which  we  could  plainly  see,  commanding  St.  Simon's  entrance. 

Here,  at  sundown,  I  anchored  for  the  night.  After  dark  I  shifted  the  an- 
chorage of  the  ship,  to  alter  the  range  of  any  guns  that  might  be  left  in  the 
batteries.  At  daylight  made  preparations  to  pass  the  batteries,  and  at  sunrise 
weighed  anchor  and  stood  in.  Soon  discovered  that  the  batteries  were  evidently 
abandoned,  and  anchored  my  little  force  inside  and  beyond  range  of  the  guns, 
and  made  signal  to  land  from  the  vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  of 
the  Pocahontas,  with  three  boats,  took  possession  of  the  fort  on  St.  Simon's 
island,  consisting  of  strong  earthworks  of  considerable  extent  and  having  had 
eleven  guns  mounted.  Some  solid  10-inch  shot  found  in  the  fort  would  indicate 
the  calibre  of  some  of  the  guns  there.  I  enclose  a  detailed  report  of  that  bat- 
tery by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch.  Lieutenant  Miller,  of  this  ship,  at  the 
same  time  occupied  the  fort  on  Jekyl  island,  which  was,  it  seems,  a  much  stronger 
position.  It  was  a  sand- work,  with  five  casemates  finished,  covered  with  nol- 
road  iron  and  very  well  built,  and  two  unfinished  casemates,  the  iron  rails  ready 
to  be  put  up.  These  two  forts  commanded  the  channel  for  a  long  distance,  and 
their  fire  crossed  the  entrance,  which  is  about  a  mile  (or  a  little  more)  wide. 
Once  the  batteries  were  passed,  they  could  offer  but  little  difficulty,  as  in  five 
minutes  the  guns  of  the  vessels  would  have  enfiladed  them,  and  could  even  fire 
directly  in  the  rear ;  but  they  would  have  given  a  number  of  vessels  severe 
trouble  in  getting  beyond  them.  1  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Miller  of 
the  fort  on  Jekyl  island. 

As  soon  as  the  boats  returned  I  went  on  the  Potomska,  and  proceeded  in  her 
up  the  river  to  Brunswick.  So  soon  as  we  opened  the  town  to  view  a  heavy 
fire  commenced  at  the  wharf,  and,  at  the  same  moment,  we  perceived  the  railroad 
cars  moving  at  full  speed  in  the  woods.  I  at  once  determined  to  bring  up  the 
ships  and  place  myself  off  the  town,  in  hopes  of  preventing  by  my  presenoe 
the  place  from  being  burned,  and  I  at  once  returned  in  the  Potomska,  as  I  had 
the  pilot  with  me.  Both  the  Mohican  and  Pocahontas  were  under  way  before  I 
reached  them,  and  we  proceeded  to  Brunswick,  off  which  place  I  anchored  as 
the  sun  went  down.  The  cars  had  returned,  but  again  started  at  our  approach. 
The  Pocahontas  anchored  opposite  the  town,  but  outside  of  Buzzara  Roost 
island ;  the  Potomska  still  higher  up,  and  her  guns  commanded  the  railroad  be* 
yond  the  town.  The  following  morning  I  sent  the  Potomska  into  the  bnuMh 
opposite  the  town.  Neither  this  ship  nor  the  Pocahontas  can  well  get  in,  as  at 
high  water  only  twelve  feet  was  found  in  the  bulkhead,  and  between  the  whaif 
and  Buzzard  Roost  island  the  river  is  but  about  four  hundred  feet  wide. 

With  the  Potomska,  Lieutenant  Bidch  took  charge  of  a  landing  party,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-five  marines  from  this-  ship  and  the  I'ocahontas,  and  two 
12-pounder  guns,  with  forty  riflemen  from  the  different  vessels,  landed,  and 
hoisted  the  Bag.  The  place  was  deserted,  and  most  of  the  furniture  of  the 
houses  removed ;  still  there  was  much  private  property  about,  some  in  scows  on 
the  wharf,  ready  to  be  removed.  After  a  careful  <.*xainination  of  such  buildings 
as  might  be  supposed  to  contain  public  property,  and  a  careful  survey  was  had, 
I  visited  the  town,  and  then  directed  the  command  to  return  to  the  ship ;  havinr 
posted  a  notice  urging  the  inhabitants  to  return,  and  promising  protection  to  lu 
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Oerty  for  all  good  citizens.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Balch's  report  of  his 
Lng,  &c.  Nothing  in  the  place  was  touched  by  the  landing  party,  and  such 
houses  as  were  not  open  were  not  even  entered.  I  sincerely  hope  that  at  least 
some  good  citizens  may  be  found  willing  to  resume  their  homes  under  my 
public  notice,  and  I  shall  not  allow  the  place  to  be  visited  except  on  duty. 

The  fire  we  noticed  was  the  work  of  retiring  soldiers,  and  proved  to  be  the 
railroad  depot  and  wharf.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light-house  were  not 
found ;  the  channel  buoys  for  the  river  are  in  the  river,  but  out  of  place,  and 
the  light-house  destroyed.  The  town  is  closely  surrounded  by  woods,  is 
generally  well  built,  and  extends  over  a  considerable  space.  Several  contra- 
bands have  come  on  board.  Soldiers  are  said  to  be  in  the  woods,  not  very 
distant,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  are  said  to  be  about  fourteen  or  sixteen 
miles  back,  encamped.  I  have  sent  the  Potomska  and  Pocahontas  up  the  river, 
as  far  as  they  could  go,  to  reconnoitre.  There  is  a  schooner  of  considerable 
size  on  the  stocks  unfinished.  Fires  have  been  burning  about  us,  but  I  believe 
it  is  the  brush  being  consumed ;  nor  have  I  noticed,  as  far  as  the  people  are 
concerned,  that  they  are  willing  to  follow  the  advice  of  Messrs.  Toombs  and 
Cobb,  by  placing  the  torch  in  the  hands  of  the  children  to  consume  their 
property.  All  that  is  done  in  that  way  seems  to  be  done  by  the  order  of 
military  commanders,  who,  having  no  local  interest  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
commands,  have  the  heroism  to  consume  the  property  in  wnich  they  have  no 
immediate  interest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  W.  GODON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flag- Officer  DuPont  reports  a  dastardli/  attack  on  a  boat*s  crew  of  the  Poca- 
hontas on  the  11th  March,  1862. 

'  Flau-Ship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John'sy  Florida,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  heard  from  Commander 
Godon  of  a  dastardly  and  concealed  attack  made  upon  a  boat's  crew  of  the 
Pocahontas. 

As  I  have  informed  the  department.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  visited 
the  town  of  Brunswick  without  anywhere  discovering  an  enemy.  A  recon- 
naissance had  also  been  made  for  some  miles  up  Turtle  creek  with  the  same 
results,  the  rebels  having  apparently  fled  into  the  interior. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  C.  Rhoads.  of  the 
Pocahontas,  by  permission  of  his  commanding  officer,  landed  with  a  boat's 
crew  near  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  fresh  beef  for  the  ships. 
Having  accomplished  his  object,  the  boat  was  returning  to  the  Pocahontas,  but 
had  scarcelv  gone  twenty  yards  from  the  beach  when  they  were  suddenly  fired 
upon  by  a  body  of  rebels  concealed  in  a  thicket,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  two 
men,  John  Wilson  (0.  S.)  and  John  Shute  (O.  8.)  were  instantly  killed  and 
seven  wounded— one,  William  Delaney,  mortally,  and  two  severely,  viz :  Wil- 
liam Smith,  2d,  (first  class  fireman,)  and  Edward  Bonsall,  (coxswain.) 

After  the  rebels  had  fired  their  first  volley,  they  called  out,  in  most  oflfensive 
languagt*,  to  surrender;  but  this  demand  was  refused  by  Dr.  Rhoads,  who,  with 
the  assistance  of  Acting  Paymaster  Kitchen  and  his  wounded  boat's  crew, 
pulled  as  rapidly  as  they  could  towards  the  Pocahontas,  the  enemy  continuing 
their  fire. 
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In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the  11-inch  guns  of  the  Mohican  dropped 
among  them  and  quite  near  to  another  company  of  about  sixty  men  who  were 
advancing  rapidly.  The  rebels  scattered  and  fled  in  all  directions.  Several 
shells  were  also  fired  at  a  locomotive  and  train  observed  in  the  distance,  and  it 
is  supposed  with  effect. 

Throughout  this  cowardly  assault  Dr.  Rhoads  displayed  great  coolnesB  and 
courage,  and  in  his  report  of  the  occurrence,  whilst  commending  the  crew 
generally,  he  especially  mentions  the  bravery  exhibited  by  Daniel  Harrington, 
(landsman,)  into  which  I  nhall  make  further  inquiries. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  Commander  Godon,  lieutenaat  Commanding 
Balch,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Rhoads. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Comd^g  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Mohican, 
Anchorage^  St,  Simon* » Island,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Pocaliontas  and  Potoroaka  proceeded 
up  Turtle  river  to  the  head  of  navigation,  so  far  as  vessels  of  ten  feet  draught 
could  go  with  safety,  and  returned  without  accident.  Soon  after  the  return  of 
those  vessels  from  that  expedition,  a  boat  from  the  Pocaliontas  landed  Bome  dis- 
tance outside  the  town,  to  procure  fresh  beef.  Their  work  was  done,  and  the 
boat  had  already  left  the  beach,  when  some  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  made  their 
appearance,  and  iin^d  upon  the  boat,  killing  two  men  and  wounding  sevenl 
others. 

Surprised  as  the  crew  were,  and  almost  disabled  by  the  murderous  fire,  thej 
still  refused  to  surrender  at  the  demand  of  the  rebels,  although,  as  yet,  almost 
under  the  muzzles  of  their  ^ns.  Ii  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the 
11-inch  guns  of  this  ship  dropped  in  among  them,  and  quite  near  to  anotber 
company  of  about  sixty  men,  advancing  at  double  quick  upon  this  almost  de- 
fenceless boat,  when  they  scattered  in  all  directions.  The  Potomska  moved  at 
once  to  the  spot,  and  used  her  32-pounders  with  effect,  and  the  Pocahontas  also 
fired  several  shells. 

We  then  noticed,  in  the  woods  above  the  town,  the  steam  £rom  a  loeomothre^ 
and  several  shells  were  thrown  toward  it,  one  exploding  in  its  nei^borhood, 
when  it  disappeared  at  full  speed.  Believing  tliat  the  rebels  would  retnzn  to 
look  after  any  of  their  people  who  were  left  behind  or  wounded,  at  niglit  I 
directed  two  shells  from  the  ship  to  be  thrown  at  the  point  where  the  raOroad 
car  had  been ;  and  in  the  morning  some  soldiers  were  seen  near  the  spot,  when 
the  Potomska  fired  a  rifie  shell,  which  exploded  over  them.  By  some  eontv^ 
bands  that  came  on  board  we  learned  that  our  shells  had  gone  amone  the  rebeb 
as  they  were  flying  to  the  cars,  and  I  hope  they  were  punished  for  tlieir  insolence. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch's,  as  also  Dr.  Rhoad's  report  of  the 
affair  of  the  boat ;  and  1  take  great  ph^asure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the 
coolness  and  courage  of  that  officer,  and  that  of  the  boat's  crew  generally.  The 
vessels  cannot  anchor  very  near  the  town,  unlet^s  in  the  small  stream  between 
the  island  and  the  town,  and,  at  low  water,  could  not  be  moved  out  if  needed; 
and,  without  a  force  on  shore,  would  be  liable  to  be  fired  into  at  any  moment 
without  the  power  of  returning  it  with  effect.  The  dintiuice  of  the  vessels  in- 
duced the  attack,  which,  I  believe,  has  been  suitably  piniislied.  I  had  intended 
leaving  Brunswick  that  day,  but  delayed  in  consequence  of  that  affidr.     I 
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now  about  to  go  on  board  the  Potomska,  and  with  the  Pocahontas  proceed 
through  the  inland  passage  to  the  Altamaha  river  and  toward  Darien,  and  on 
my  return  to  the  anchorage  I  shall  make  a  further  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  W.  GODON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  pfesent, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Pocohontas, 

Off'  Brunstoickj  Georgia^  March  11,.1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Assistant  Surgeon  Archibald*G.  Bhoads, 
attached  to  the  Pocahontas,  applied  to  me  whilst  on  board  the  Mohican  for 
permission  to  go  on  shore  and  get  some  fresh  beef  for  the  crew,  which  I  granted. 
From  the  Mohican  he  proceeded  to  land  near  the  telegraph  beacon,  south  of 
Brunswick,  and  opposite  Brandy  point,  on  Buzzard's  island.  His  party  had 
succeeded  in  getting  a  supply  of  beef,  and  had  already  embarked,  but  had  not 
gone  more  than  twenty  yards  from  the  beach  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  some 
forty  men,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  two  men,  John  Wilson,  seaman,  and  Johi^ 
Shute,  O.  S.,  were  ihstantly  killed,  and  William  Delaney,  O.  S.,  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  six  othera  wounded,  two  seriously,  viz.,  William  Smith  (2d,)  Ist 
class  fireman,  and  Edward  Bonsall,  coxswain. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  John  S.  Kitchen,  of  the  Mohican, 
to  whose  care  the  wounded  were  given,  and  to  whom  I  desire  to  return  my 
thanks  for  his  prompt  and  skilful  treatment  of  the  wounded,  in  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Khoads,  wliose  wounds  rendered  him  incapable  of  performing  that  service. 
But  for  the  heroic  efforts  of  Dr.  Rhoads,  Paymaster  Theodore  Kitchen,  and 
Daniel  G.  Harrington,  (landsman,)  of  this  ship,  aided  by  the  crew  of  the  boat, 
this  dastardly  attack  of  the  rebels  would  have  resulted,  as  they  no  doubt  anti- 
cipated it  would,  viz.,  in  the  killing  of  all  hands,  and  that,  too,  sir,  without  their 
having  observed  the  customs  recognized  by  all  civilized  people.  The  boat's 
crew  were  not  summoned  to  surrender  until  after  a  deadly  volley  had  been  thrown 
in,  by  which  two  of  our  men  were  instantly  killed.  I  desire  to  call  your  par- 
ticular attention  to  this  breach  of  all  brave  and  honorable  warfare,  that  you  may 
the  more  fuUy,  as  an  eye  witness,  hold  up  such  barbarous  warfare  to  me  scorn 
it  deserves. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  pride  in  our  noble  profession  that  I  record  the  essential 
service  rendered  my  brave  comrades  whilst  under  a  murderous  fire  by  your 
timely  shells,  thrown  at  so  opportune  a  moment,  and  by  the  battery  of  the  Po- 
temska,  whicli  hastened  to  their  assistance.  The  rebels  did  not  remain  after  the 
batteries  of  the  two  ships  once  opened  fire. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Dr.  Bhoads,  detailmg  at  length  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  attack,  and  his  subsequent  efforts  to  escape  from  so  over- 
whelming a  force;  and  I  rejoice  to  know  that  his  efforts,  aided  by  Mr.  Kitchen 
and  the  boat's  crew,  saved  them  from  being  made  prisoners,  and  thus  prevented 
the  rebels  from  exulting  over  us. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Gk)DON, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force$  off  Brumiwich  Georgia. 
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United  States  Steamer  Pocahontas, 

Brunswick  Rivera  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  yesterday  afternoon,  having  received  permission 
to  land  near  Brunswick,  Georgia,  and  procure  fresh  beef  for  our  creiv,  I  took 
the  second  cutter,  with  ten  men  and  a  coxswain,  and,  with  Acting  Paymaster 
Kitchen,  landed  at  half-past  three  o'clock.  Having  accomplished  our  object, 
we  left  the  shore  about  5  p.  m.,  on  our  return  to  the  Pocahontas.  As  the  men 
conmienced  to  pull,  and  when  we  were  about  twenty  yards  from  the  beach,  one 
musket  was  fired  from  a  thicket,  in  the  direction  of  the  town.  This  appeared 
to  be  a  signal,  for,  almost  simultaneously  w^ith  the  report,  a" force  of  forty  or 
fifty  showed  themselves  within  the  thicket  and  fired  a  volley  at  our  boat,  killiug 
two  men  and  wounding  one  seriously.  In  the  confusion  following  this  first  fire 
several  of  the  men  jumped  overboard,  and  clung  to  the  gunwale  of  the  boat. 
This,  with  the  loss  of  the  men  first  wounded,  and  two  others  seriously  Mroanded 
by  the  fire  of  a  second  volley,  diminished  very  materially  the  eflfective  force  for 
pulling,  so  that  it  was  some  time  before  we  could  increase  our  distance  from 
shore.  However,  as  Paymaster  Kitchen  steered,  and  I  pulled  the  stroke  oar, 
by  great  effort  we  were  enabled  to  gradually  work  our  way  out  into  the  stream, 
being  all  the  time  exposed  to  a  galling  fire. 

After  about  ten  minutes  the  Mohican  opened  upon  the  rebels  and  the  Potomska 
soon  followed.  The  first  shell  from  the  Mohican  fell  in  the  midst  of  a  group 
who  were,  preparing  to  fire  on  us.  This  either  injured  or  frightened  them,  as 
most  of  them  eith(»r  scampered  towards  Brunswick  or  the  woods  in  the  rear,  not- 
withstanding the  eflforts  of  an  officer  whom  I  could  plainly  see  endeavoring  to 
get  them  to  continue  firing.  After  this  a  few  scattered  shots  were  fired  at  us, 
but  without  seriously  wounding  any  one.  I  would  add  that  their  first  volley 
was  fired  without  hailing  tin*  boat,  but  when  they  saw  us  still  trying  to  puU 
from  shore  one  of  them  called  out:  "Surrender,  you  d— d  sonsof  b— s;"  but  as 
they  had  already  killed  two  men  and  wounded  oth(*rs,  I  replied:  "No,  I  won't 
burrender." 

Soon  after  the  ships  commenced  firing,  and  while  we  were  still  within  their 
range  you  came  up  in  the  gig  and  took  us  in  tow.  On  examining  the  men  I 
found  two  killed,  three  seriously  wounded,  and  four  slightly  so.  I  would  espe- 
cially mention  the  conduct  of  Daniel  Harrington,  landsman,  who  exhibited  great 
coolness  *ind  bravery  during  the  whole  affair;  and  at  the  same  time  I  muat  say 
that  n(»arly  all  the  men  acted  nobly. 
Ver}'  rcispectfully, 

AIICH'D  C.  RHODES, 

Assistant  Surgeon, 

G.  B.  Balch,  f]sq., 

Lieutenant  Commandi^ig  United  States  Steamer  Pocahontas, 


Commander  Godtm^s  report  of  a  reconnoissance  from  Brunswick  to  I^arien, 

Flag-Shfp  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Florida,  March  21,"l862. 

Sir:  Shic<^  my  last  (let»patch  of  the  19th  inj*tant  1  have  received  another 
interesting  report  from  Commander  Godon,  giving  the  details  of  a  r(*connoiHsance 
by  the  inland  pa:*sage  from  Brunswick  to  lJari(in,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

Connnander  (iodon,  with  the  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  (.'onnn:mding  Balch,  and 
the  Potomska,  acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmoii^^li,  with  the  launch  and 
howitzer  of  the  Mohican,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  proceeded  to  open  the 
interior  communication  between  St.  Simon's  sound  and  the  Altamaha  river.  He 
soon  encountered  an  obstruction,  consisting  of  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles,  with 
*\v\x  tops  just  above  the  water  at  low  tide.     In  a  few  hours  a  sufficient  number 
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were  removed,  and  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska  passed  through,  but  had  ad- 
vanced only  five  miles  further  when  another  obstruction  of  the  same  kind  was 
met  with. 

After  an  unavoidable  delay,  owing  to  the  rising  of  the  tide,  this  also  was 
removed,  and  both  vessels  entered  the  Altamaha,  and  as  they  turned  into  the 
river  two  rebel  steamers  were  seen  moving  off  from  the  wharf  at  Darien  with 
full  head  of  steam,  rendering  pursuit  useless,  particularly  as  the  brasses  of  the 
Potomska*s  shaft-bearing  had  broken,  in  a  measure  disabling  that  vessel. 

Commander  Godon  learned  from  some  contrabands  who  came  off  from  shore 
that  Darien,  like  Brunswick,  was  deserted,  a  company  of  horsemen  only  remain- 
ing in  the  town,  with  the  intention  of  firing  the  place,  should  the  steamers  ap- 
proach it. 

Owing  to  the  crippled  condition  of  the  Potomska,  Commander  Godon  did  not 
deem  it  advisable  to  push  his  reconnoissance  further,  and  accordingly  returned 
through  tlie  passage  he  had  cleared  to  the  anchorage  at  Brunswick.  He  visited 
a  nimiber  of  plantations  on  St.  Simon's  island,  but,  with  one  exception,  all  were 
deserted,  though  some  time  previously  fifteen  hundred  troops  were  quartered 
there. 

Commander  Godon  speaks  in  warm  terms  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch 
and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  as  well  as  of  the  ofl^ers  and 
crews  of  all  the  vessels  under  his  command,  in  which  I  heartily  concur,  desiring, 
however,  to  add  my  commendation  of  the  zeal  and  ability  of  Conmiander  Godon 
himself,  in  carrying  out  my  views  in  reference  to  our  occupation  of  this  import- 
ant section  of  the  coast  of  Georgia. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Mohican, 

St,  Simon*s  Island,  March  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  I  started  in  the 
Potoipska,  accompanied  by  the  Pocahontas,  with  the  launch  and  howitzer  of 
this  ship,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  in  tow,  and  proceeded  through  the 
inland  passage  toward  the  Altamaha  river. 

1  haa  heard  that  there  were  one  or  two  rebel  steamers  at  Darien  and  I  hoped 
that  I  might  get  possession  of  them.  About  five  miles  from  the  anchorage  at 
thifc*  place,  and  where  I  had  left  the  Mohican,  (between  the  batteries,)  we  found, 
as  I  had  heard  from  contrabands,  that  the  river  was  staked  entirely  across. 
We  reached  the  spot  at  low  water  and  found  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles,  with 
their  heads  just  above  water.  I  at  once  got  to  work  with  both  vessels  and  in  a 
few  hours  hauled  enough  out  of  each  row  to  allow  a  passage  for  both  vessels, 
say  forty  feet,  and  here  for  the  first  time  I  learned  that  about  five  miles  beyond 
unothef  obstruction  of  the  same  kind  had  been  placed.  We  reached  the  second 
difficulty  at  midnight,  plaa»d  our  hawser,  as  the  tide  was  rising,  but  unfortunately 
the  hawser  disengaged  itself  from  the  pile,  and  in  the  night,  with  the  rising  tide, 
wo  could  not  find  them  to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  my  hope  of  passing  through 
during  the  night  was  lost.  My  object  was  to  get  into  the  river  so  as  to  make  a 
dash  up  to  Darien  by  early  daylight ;  we,  however,  worked  hard  that  day,  and 
by  twelve  o'clock  got  through  the  last  obstruction.  Between  the  two  obstruc- 
tions, midway,  a  battery  had  been  built  of  mud,  with  the  seeming  object  of  firing 
at  the  vessels  employed  in  removing  the  piles,  but  which  could  not  be  observea 
from  those  vessels. 
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As  we  passed  the  second  obstruction  and  turned  the  river  we  saw  the  Bteamers 
moving  off  from  the  wharf  at  Darien  with  full  head  of  steam,  going  up  the  Alta- 
maha  river. 

At  sundown  I  anchored  both  vessels  at  Doboy  island,  passing  to  reach  that 
spot,  which  is  on  the  Altamaha  river,  through  Mud  river  at  high  water,  with 
just  twelve  feet.  We  remained  that  day  «at  Doboy,  the  wind  blowing  quite  a 
gale  from  southwest  to  west. 

As  I  had  lost  hope  of  the  capture  of  the  steamers  and  observing  several  large 
fires  in  the  neighborhood  of  Darien,  I  detei-mined  to  proceed  no  further  at  this 
time,  more  particularly  as  we  found  that  the  brasses  of  the  Potomska's  fihaft- 
bearing  had  broken,  and  I  feared  she  might  become  disabled.  I  had  indeed  ac- 
complished my  object,  which  was  to  open  the  inland  passage  to  Darien,  and  if 
the  Potomska  had  not  been  in,  what  I  feiir,  a  crippled  condition,  I  should  have 
placed  her  at  Doboy,  which  commands  the  river  outlet,  or  at  Sapelow  island, 
which  commands  the  entire  entrance  to  the  Altamaha  and  the  island  passage  to 
Savannah. 

Darien  has  been  deserted,  as  was  Brunswick.  This  we  learned  from  some 
contrabands  who  came  off  to  us,  a  company  of  horsemen  only  remaining  in 
town,  with  the.  intention  of  firing  the  place  should  we  approach  it. 

I  have  now  boon  from  one  end  of  8t.  Simon's  if^land  to  the  other ;  but  one 
white  man  is  left  on  it.  I  saw  him  ;  he  is  witli  his  aged  mother  and  little  child. 
He  had  never  been  in  the  army,  refused  to  leave  his  home,  and  was  in  mortal 
dread  of  our  coming,  as  the  military  informed  him  that  we  came  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  even  the  women  and  children.  We  procured  beef  for  the  vessels 
at  his  plantation,  for  which  we  paid  th(^  price  he  asked,  and  furnished  the  family 
with  some  articles,  such  as  coffee,  salt,  &c.,  which  articles  they  had  not  even 
seen  for  months.  We  stopped  at  one  or  two  other  plantations  on  our  way  back, 
all  deserted,  but  had  been  tenanted  by  the  military  at  various  times,  for  as  late 
as  November  some  1,500  troops  were  quartered  on  St.  Simon's.  We  found 
some  of  the  places  to  contain  larg(^  quantities  of  cattle,  and  at  King's  plantation, 
not  three  miles  from  this  anchorage,  we  count«*d  some  fifty  head  near  where  we 
landed. 

All  the  blacks  have  been  removed  from  St.  Simon's,  and  at  Doboy  we  met 
the  only  negro  seen,  who  was  old  and  alout?  on  the  place.  He  had  been  the 
father  of  thirteen  children,  but  he  infonnod  me  that  every  one  had  been  sold 
as  they  reached  about  eigliteen  ywirs  of  age,  and,  as  he  graphically  expressed  it, 
"  for  pocket  money  for  his  master." 

Your  orders  did  not  embrace  tlio  rcconnoiw.snnce  I  liave  just  made,  and  which 
has  cauHcHl  a  delay  of  several  days  in  communicating  to  you  my  progress  to 
Brunswick.     I  hope,  however,  you  Avill  approve  my  conduct  in  the  matter. 

I  have  now  cleanjd  the  pasj*age  to  Darien  from  inside,  which  can  be  per- 
fonned  rapidly  by  gunboats  of  ten  feet  draught  at  any  time ;  at  low  tides  eleven 
feet;  the  dnaught  of  the  Pocahontas  and  Potoinf^ka,  is  rather gn?at,  as  they  might 
be  caught  and  delayed  for  liiglnT  tides. 

I  now  beg  leaver  sir,  to  express  myself  in  wann  terms  of  connnendatiou  for  the 
energy  and  skill  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Watmongh,  and  for  the  aid  they  have  rendered  mo  in  the  active  work 
we  have  been  engagt'd  in  f(»r  the  last  eigjit  days,  and  I  take  equal  pleasure  in 
mentioning  the  cheeri\ilness  in  this  work  of  tho  ofiicer.-^  and  crews  of  the  three 
vessels  engaged. 

I  cannot  speak  to  highly  of  the  service  rend(in»d  by  Mr.  Ciodfrey,  the  pilot. 
I  have  the  honoj  to  be,  &c., 

S.  W.  CODON,  Cotnmander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dupont, 

Cojnynanding  S.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 
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AbandonmeTit  of  batteries  on  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Of  Port  Royal,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  being  boarded  this  afternoon,  while  entering  Port  Royal  harbor,  by 
Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole,  I  haye  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that  the  for- 
midable batteries  on  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands  have  been  abandoned  by 
the  rebels,  the  guns  having  been  withdrawn  in  order  to  be  placed  nearer  Sa- 
vannah. The  abandonment  of  these  batteries  gives  ns  complete  control  of  Was- 
saw  and  Ossibaw  sounds,  and  the  mouths  of  Vernon  and  Wilmington  rivers, 
which  form  important  approaches  to  that  city.  I  enclose  the  report  of  Com- 
mander Gillis,  and  also  memoranda  of  information  given  by  a  contraband,  which 
may  be  of  some  interest  to  the  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 
Abreast  of  Skiddaway  Battery,  Wilmington  River,  Ga.,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  2d  instant,  we  proceeded  from  Cum- 
berland sound  to  Wassaw  sound,  Georgia,  to  blockade  as  directed.  Having 
waited  some  days  for  the  weather  to  settle  and  the  wind  to  lull,  we  this  after- 
noon felt  our  way  with  the  lead  up  the  narrow  channel  of  the  Wilmington 
river  to  the  battery  on  Skiddaway  island,  accompanied  by  the  Norwich,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  J.  M.  Duncan,  and  Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
W.  D.  Whiting.  1  sent  our  launch,  with  the  howitzer  and  crew,  under  charge  of 
Master  McNair  and  Acting  Master  Steele,  alongside  the  Norwich,  and  went  on 
board  of  her.  She  being  the  shortest  vessel  and  of  lightest  draught  was  sent 
ahead.  After  firing  a  shell  or  two  at  some  horsemen  near  the  house  on  the  left, 
and  a  picket  guard  at  the  fort,  as  we  approached,  I  proceeded  in  the  gig,  with 
Paymaster  Sands,  to  the  shore,  followed  by  the  launch.  We  found  the  battery 
a  strong  bastioned  work  for  ten  guns,  with  bomb-proof  trenches,  &c.  The 
enemy  had  abandoned  it,  leaving  imitation  guns,  covered  with  canvas,  in  position. 
Other  boats  from  the  vessels  coming  on  shore,  we  destroyed  the  works,  boats, 
lighters,  &c.,  of  the  enemy,  and  having  hoisted  the  Union  flag  over  the  fort  and 
houi»e  with  the  red  cupola,  we  returned  on  board  our  respective  vessels.  I  learn 
that  the  confederate  battery  on  Green  island  is  abandoned.  Several  houses  in 
sight  are  burning  this  morning,  the  red  cupola  house  included.  I  send  to  Port 
Royal  a  prisoner  taken  in  the  marshes  by  the  Release.  His  statement  accom- 
panies this. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  GILLIS,  Commander. 

Fkg-OfficiT  S.  F.  DuPoNT. 


United  States  Steamship  Seminole, 

Wassato  Sounds  Georgia,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  statement  is  derived  from  London  Middletou,  a  contra- 
band picked  up  Uub  afternoon  by  the  Norwich,  and  sent  on  board  this  ship,  viz : 
His  master  was  WiUiam  P.  Fulton,  of  Savannah.     He  left  that  city  on  the 
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22d  instant,  (Saturday,)  coming  by  way  of  White  BluiF  and  Greeu  island  to 
B^coon  Keys,  from  whence  he  expected  to  reach  "a  sawmill,"  which  it  w  a 
said  we  had  on  Wassaw  island,  with  3,000  troops. 

All  provisions  are  scarce  at  Savannah,  and  very  dear,  particularly  bacon,  rum, 
liquors,  and  "  such  like."  Fresh  beef  is  plenty,  but  costs  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cents  for  what  used  to  sell  at  six,  eight,  and  ten  cents  per  pound.  Cggs  were 
selling  at  fifty  cents  per  dozen ;  chickens  $1  50  per  pair.  Tea  scarce ;  coffee 
selling  at  $1  50  to  $1  75  per  pound.  They  are  "  very  bad  off"  for  rum  and 
liquors,  and  "  almost  have  to  give  them  up,"  and  these,  with  bacon,  they  ex- 
pected from  the  west,  somewhere  where  the  federals  now  hold  possesBion. 

Folks  are  **  going  and  coming."  Some  who  had  left  are  returning,  and  they 
are  sending  the  "  negroes  and  cotton"  inland,  and  moving  all  the  "  cash  money" 
to  Macon,  and  threaten  to  bum  the  city  if  they  should  oe  unable  to  hold  it,  and 
are  in  daily  expectation  of  our  attack.  They  had  given  up  the  idea  of  defend- 
ing the  Savannah  river  by  torpedoes,  because  one  of  the  principal  men  who  was 
sinking  them  got  drowned  while  down  in  a  diving  bell,  and  they  now  talk  ot 
piling  the  river  across.  He  knows  of  no  rafl  near  Fort  Jackson,  near  which 
Tatnall  is,  on  board  the  Savannah,  (late  Everglade.)  When  he  was  last  near 
Thunderbolt,  some  time  since,  they  had  eight  guns  mounted.  There  is  a  bat- 
tery (number  of  guns  unknown)  at  Costan's  Bluff,  and  they  said  they  were 
mounting  guns  at  "the  old  fort"  above  Fort  Jackson,  below  the"  gas  house," 
and  near  the  first  ferry  wharf;  but  he  knows  but  little  of  this  part  of  the  river, 
having  been  a  fisherman  around  about  White  Bluff  and  Green  island,  but  more 
recently  waiting  on  the  soldiers. 

All  the  approaches  to  the  city,  not  only  main,  but  also  the  by-roads,  are  be- 
ing fortified,  and  they  told  him  "  that  they  had  one  hundred  thousand  men." 

Green  and  Skiddaway  islands  are  abandoned  except  by  a  few  cavalry.  The 
guns  from  Green  island  were  taken  to  fortify  Benley,  and  those  from  Skidda- 
way to  Montgomery,  (a  part  of  Benley,  but  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  sep- 
arate,) both  on  th(j  Winiugberg  river,  which  runs  from  Raccoon  Keys  up, 
making  Green  island,  the  first  land  to  the  northeast  going  up,  and  thence  nu- 
ning  up  to  Benley,  Montgomery,  and  White  Bluff. 

1  hey  expect  us  to  cross  Skiddaway  island,  and  have  guns  and  pickets  at  the 
two  bridges  to  cut  them  away  and  fight  our  fofces  on  their  arrival.     The  first 
bridge  is  reckoned  to  be  five  miles  across  from  the  cupola  house,  (last  niriit 
burned  by  the  rebels,)  near  the  Skiddaway  abandoned  battery. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  P.  GILLIS,  Qmnuinder 

Flag-Ofiicer  S.  F.  DuPont. 


Fail  of  Fort  Pulaski. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Pffrt  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  April  13,^  1862. 

Sir:  The  deripatclies  from  iho  commanding  general  of  this  department  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  convey  tlie  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  fall 
of  Fort  Pula^*ki.  It  was  a  purely  military  operation,  the  result  of  laborious 
and  scientific  preparation,  and  of  confiummate  skill  and  bravery  in  the  execution. 

It  would  not  have  pertained  to  me  to  addresr*  you  in  reference  to  this  brilliant 
and  successful  achievement  had  not  Major  General  Hunter,  with  a  eeneroos 
spirit  long  to  be  remembered,  permitted  the  navy  to  be  represented  on  thia 
interesting  occasion  by  allowing  a  detachment  of  seamen  and  officers  from  this 
ship  to  mv\Q  one  oT  the  breaching  batteries.     I  have  thanked  the  genend 
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personally  for  this  kindness,  and  I  desire  at  the  same  time  to  express  my 
acknowledgments  to  Brigadier  General  Benham  and  Acting  Brigadier  General 
Gilmore  for  acts  of  consideration  shown  by  them  to  my  officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rogers,  who  had  the  honor  to 
command  ''Battery  SigeP'  on  the  second  and  important  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  April  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  the  detachment  from  this  ship 
which  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  part  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Pulaski. 
It  reached  Tybee  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  just  before  the  fire  was  opened ; 
and  the  batteries  being  already  manned,  our  men  could  not  participate  in  the 
action  of  the  first  day. 

General  Hunter,  General  Benham,  and  General  Gilmore  all  manifested  the 
most  generous  desire  to  give  the  navy  a  share  in  the  good  work,  and  on  the  11th, 
the  most  important  day,  four  rifled  guns  in  Battery  Sigel,  one  of  the  nearest  and 
most  exposed  batteries,  and  consequently  one  of  the  posts  of  honor,  were  assigned 
to  the  men  of  the  Wabash. 

We  occupied  it  at  daybreak,  and  kept  jip  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  until 
the  fort  hauled  down  its  flag  at  2  p.  m.  The  officers  and  men  behaved  well.  I 
beg  leave  to  commend  to  you  Lieutenant  Irwin,  Acting  Master  Robertson,  and 
Midshipmen  M.  L.  Johnson  and  ^F.  H.  Pearson ;  Lewis  Bonn,  captain  of  the 
forecastle,  and  George  H.  Wood,  quartermaster. 

When  the  enemy  hoisted  the  white  flag  General  Benham  most  courteously 
invited  me  to  detail  a  naval  officer  to  accompany  the  officer  sent  by  him  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  surrender,  and  I  sent  Lieutenant  Irwin  upon  that  honorable  duty. 

I  spent  the  first  day  of  the  bombardment  in  the  trenches  with  General  Hunter 
and  in  visiting  the  different  batteries,  which  I  caused  to  be  visited  by  several 
of  our  officers  and  men  that  they  might  profit  by  the  experience  to  be  acquired. 
The  bombardment  began  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  10th  and  continued  during  the  day ; 
but  at  first,  while  procuring  the  ranges,  it  was  somewhat  inaccurate,  many  of 
the  artillerists  being  quite  untrained.  On  the  second  day,  in  spite  of  a  high 
wind,  the  firing  from  the  rifled  guns  and  columbiads  was  excellent ;  the  former 
boring  into  the  brick  face  of  the  wall  like  augurs,  the  latter  striking  like  trip- 
hammers and  breaking  off  gre^t  masses  of  masonry  which  had  been  cut  loose 
by  the  rifles. 

The  four  upper  batteries  were  above  sixteen  hundred  yards  distant  from 
Pulaski,  and  quite  beyond  the  distance  at  which  it  has  hitherto  been  held 
practicable  to  effect  a  breach,  but  which  proved  an  easy  breaching  range  with 
the  wonderful  projectiles  which  we  now  possess.  When  th^  fort  surrendered 
the  barbette  guns  had  been  silenced  and  many  of  them  had  been  dismounted. 
The  breach  was  practicable  in  two  places,  and  could  have  been  stormed  without 
doubt.  Our  projectiles  were  passing  through  it  and  were  knocking  down  the 
opposite  wall  which  protected  the  main  magazine,  so  that  the  garrison  was  con- 
vinced that  in  an  hour  or  two  the  magazine  must  be  blown  up. 

The  heavy  13-inch  mortars  inflicted  much  less  injurythan  I  had  expected; 
the  casemates  did  not  seem  at  all  shaken  by  them.  The  parade  ground  had 
been  formed  into  deep  fiirrowB,  into  which  the  shells  rolled  and  burst  without 
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the  power  of  doing  much  harm.     The  guns  used  hy  the  men  of  the  Wabaak 
were  three  30-pounder  Parrotts  and  one  24-pounder  James. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  R.  P.  ROGERS, 
Cammander,  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Waheuk, 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Lieutenant   Commanding  Rhind*s  report  of  concealed  attack  on  one  of  the 

Crusader*  s  boats, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  a  concealed 
attack  upon  one  of  his  boats,  in  which  Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann  waa 
severely  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  with  the  co-operation  of  Colonel  Fellows,  of 
the  army,  commanding  the  post  at  North  Edisto,  planned  a  night  attack  upon 
the  enemy,  and  though  not  successful  in  surprising  them,  had  a  short  enga^ment 
with  the  rebels,  in  which  he  says,  "  the.  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  feel  sore,  was 
sufficient  to  punish  them  for  their  cowardly  attack  on  our  boat." 

Three  of  the  Crusader's  men  were  wounded  in  this  skirmish,  viz :  G-ustave 
Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  in  the  right  arm  and  breast;  Theodore  Peteraon, 
seaman,  wounded  slightly  on  the  hip,  and  James  Wihon,  first  boatswain's  mate, 
on  the  leg,  slightly. 

Acting  Master  W.  D.  Urann,  who  was  fired  upon  in  the  boat,  was  wounded 
in  the  left  index  finger  and  right  wrist.  The  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  speaks  of  him  as  an  excellent  officer.  He  is 
disabled  for  some  time,  but  has  no  desire  to  leave. 

The  name  of  James  Wilson,  boatswain's  mate,  is  also  mentioned  farorablj. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Umtki)  States  Steamer  Crusader, 

North  Edisto,  April  20,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  a  party  of  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  below  Sea- 
brook's  plantation,  fired  on  one  of  our  boats  sent  there  to  assist  Mr.  Reynolds, 
government  agent,  in  securing  some  cotton.  Acting  Master  W.  D.  Urann,  who 
had  charge  of  the  boat,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  arm  and  left  hand. 

No  one  of  the  enemy  was  seen  during  the  fire,  wliich  was  promptly  returned 
by  our  boat's  crew.  I  planned  an  expedition  to  capture  the  party  that  night» 
and  called  on  Colonel  Fellows,  commanding  the  post  here,  for  some  men  to  assist 
me.  He  promptly  affi)rded  them,  and  enabled  me  to  land  a  party  of  about  sixty 
men,  including  officers. 

We  marched  through  the  swamps  to  two  plantation »  "  ^  ^     ^  ^Tpected  to  i 
vhA  enemy,  reaching  the  further  pl«'»«  ••       *   ^  u .  n  4i<ir^- 
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our  approach  and  fled,  receiving  the  fire  of  a  platoon  of  the  55th  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Beaell,  of  company  K. 

We  halted  there  to  rest  our  men,  and  shortly  after  daylight  discovered  a  con- 
siderable force  of  mounted  riflemen  approaching  rapidly  to  attack  us.  They 
opened  fire  upon  us  boldly,  but  fled  as  rapidly  as  they  advanced  after  a  smart 
skirmish  of  twenty  or  tAventy-five  minutes.  I  had  one  howitzer  with  me,  and 
the  first  fire  from  it  brought  them  to  a  sudden  halt ;  the  third  and  fourth  dispersed 
them. 

Three  of  the  Crusader's  crew  Y^e  wounded  in  the  affair.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy,  I  feel  sure,  was  sufiicient  to  punish  them  for  their  cowardly  attack  on 
our  boat.  Their  numbers  were  variously  estimated  at  from  50  to  100.  We 
returned  leisurely  to  the  vessel,  the  enemy  not  attempting  to  follow,  though  all 
well  mounted. 

I  am  under  obligations,  for  his  prompt  response  to  my  call,  to  Colonel  Fellows, 
and  to  Captain  R.  C.  Dow,  of  company  H,  3d  New  Hampshire,  and  Lieutenant 
E.  Bedell,  company  K,  55th  Pennsylvania,  for  their  cordial  co-operation. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  the  assistant  surgeon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 


United  States  Steamer  Crusader,  April  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  make  you  the  following  report :  ' 

April  18. — Acting  Master  William  D.  Urann,  wounded  in  the  left  index 
finger  and  right  wrist.     The  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 

April  19.— Gustave  Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  in  the  right  arm  and 
breast ;    Theodore    Peterson,  seaman,  wounded   on  the  hip,  slightly ;    James 
Wilson,  first  boatswain's  mate,  on  the  leg,  slightly. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  H.  BREINTNALL, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
A.  C.  Rhind,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 


Lieutenaiit  Commanding  Rhind*s  report  of  expedition  to  capture  a  battery  near 
the  junction  of  Dawhoy  Pow  PoWf  and  South  Edisto  rivers. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  eiicloj^e  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind, 
of  the  Crusader,  giving  the  particulars  of  an  expedition,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  with 
the  Hale,  to  capture  a  battery  on  Grimbairs  plantation,  near  the  junction  of  the 
Daw  ho,  Pow  Pow,  and  South  Edisto  rivers.  The  enemy  opened  on  the  Hale 
when  within  1,800  yards,  and  continued  their  fire  as  she  winded  her  way  to 
engage  them  at  close  quarters.  But  when  the  Hale  reached  the  last  bend  and 
was  making  a  straight  course  for  the  battery  the  rebels  fled  in  haste.  Lieu- 
tenant (rill is  landed  with  a  party  of  twenty  men  to  destroy  it. 

The  work  was  about  350  yards  from  the  river  bank,'  and  mounted  two  fine 
long  2i-pounder8,  on  excellent  field  carriages,  one  of  them,  so  rapid  was  the 
flight  of  the  rebels,  being  loaded  and  primed. 

Owing  to  the  marshy  character  of  the  groxmd  between  the  battery  and  the 
rirer  the  guns  could  not  be  removed ;  but  Heutenant  Gillis  discharged  the  one 
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loaded  against  the  other,  knocked  off  the  cascabel,  and  took  a  large  piece  out  of 
the  breech.  Both  were  then  Bpiked  with  rat-tail  files,  and  a  large  fire  was  made 
under  them  of  the  carriages,  lumber,  &c.  The  ammunition  left  was  brought 
away. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  lihind  next  attempted  to  ascend  the  Pow  Pow  river, 
but  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot  grounded.  After  getting  off  he  retraced 
his  steps,  endeavoring  to  pass  through  South  Edisto  river,  but,  finding  the  pilot 
knew  nothing  of  the  channel,  gave  that  up,  and  determined  to  return  by  the 
Da  who  to  North  Edisto. 

Expecting  an  ambuscade  at  a  point  near  Slann's  Bluff,  he  made  the  proper 
disposition  to  receive  the  close  fire  of  Ihe  enemy.  He  reached  the  point  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  and,  as  anticipated,  was  saluted  by  a  heavy  fire  of  field- 
pieces  and  musketry.  The  men  on  the  Hale  were  kept  tUider  cover  till  the 
enemy  had  delivered  their  fire,  when  they  replied  with  grape,  canister,  and  shelL 
The  point  was  soon  passed  and  the  Hale  returned  to  her  anchorage  withont 
having  had  a  man  injured. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  commends  the  officers  and  men,  and  partica- 
larly  Lieutenant  Gillis,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  Hale,  who  managed  his 
vessel  well  in  the  very  narrow  and  crooked  channel  of  the  Dawho. 

As  the  department  is  aware  what  a  small  vessel,  and  how  lightly  armed,  the 

Hale  is,  it  will  appreciate  this  spirited  affair  of  Lieutenant  Gonunanding  Rhind. 

I  have  given  him  my  commendation,  and  will  add  that  his  manner  of  holding 

the  waters  of  North  Edisto  for  several  months  has  been  most  satisfactory  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Fi^' Officer  Cmn'g  South  Atlantic  Block* g  Squ€idron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wrllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer, Crusadbr, 

North  Edisto  River,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir:  At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  I  started  in  the  United  States 
steamer  E.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  Commanding  James  H.  Gillis,  to  destroy  a 
battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  Dawho  river.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Brientnall, 
Master's  Mat(^  Henry  Parsons,  and  twenty-two  men,  with  the  flat  and  howitser 
of  the  Crusader,  were  added  to  tlie  force  of  the  Hale. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Grimball's  plantation,  near  the  junction  of  the  Dawho, 
i*ow  Pow,  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  the  battery  was  discovered.  The  enemy 
opened  fire  on  us  at.  a  turn  in  the.  nv(T,  distant  about  1,800  yards  from  the 
battery,  and  continued  his  fire  at  the  various  points  in  the  bends  where  advan- 
tageous opportuniti(^s  were  afforded.  One  long  reach  we  had  to  make  under  a 
raking  fire,  but  our  shell  had  been  planted  so  eff(^ctively  by  Lieutenant  GilliSf 
who  sighted  most  of  the  guns  himself,  that,  by  the  time  we  reached  the  last 
bend  and  wen;  making  a  straight  course  for  tlie  battery,  the  look-out  reported 
the  enemy  deserting  it  in  haste. 

We  then  thn*w  a  few  shells  into  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  work,  ran  the 
Hale  alongside  the  bank  abreast  of  it,  an^^  Int-'l*^'  *  mrty  o^  q'w>«i-  tweaty  meOt 
under  Lieutenant  (Jillis,  t^)  destroy  it. 

The  work  was  found  to  be  ,*i50  to  4U\j 
fine  long  24-pounders,  on  excellent  field  ( 
of  the  guns  loaded  and  primed,  nnc?  ^'in 
cascabel  and  took  a  large  piece  out '      ' 
a  rat-t4iil  file,  a  good  fire  moHA  «n' 
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powdei-  left  in  the  magazine  brought  away,  and  every  eft'ort  made  to  render  the 
gund  unfit  for  use  that  our  means  afforded.  I  landed  shortly  after  and  found 
the  lire  well  at  work  on  the  guns  and  platfonns.  It  continued  to  bum  during 
the  whole  day. 

Having  finished  our  labors  at  this  point,  we  started,  about  11a.  m.,  to  go  up 
the  Pow  Pow  river,  to  capture  or  destroy  a  small  schooner  at  the  wharf  of  Mor- 
ris's rice  mill,  but,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  we  got  hard  aground 
about  a  mile  up  the  river.  We  remained  in  that  position,  unable  to  bring  a  gun 
to  bear  on  either  side,  until  about  5  p.  m.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  insufficiency  of  the  object  to  detain  us  during  the  night,  we  reluctantly 
gave  up  that  portion  of  the  expedition,  fod  started  at  5.30  to  return,  intending 
to  go  round  by  the  South  Edisto  river.  Af^er  proceeding  a  short  distance 
through  that  stream-,  I  found  the  pilot  ignorant  of  the  channel,  and  turned  the 
Hale  back  to  the  Dawho,  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  an  ambuscade  that  we  well  knew 
would  be  prepared  for  us  at  a  favorable  point  near  Slann's  BluiF.  We  reached 
that,  on  our  return,  about  8  p.  m.,  and  had  made  proper  disposition  to  receive 
the  close  fire  of  the  enemy  there.  As  we  anticipated,  when  close  abreast  the 
place  in  the  narrow  river,  they  opened  upon  us  a  heavy  fire  of  field  pieces  and 
musketry.  Our  men  were  kept  under  cover  till  their  fire  was  delivered,  when, 
manning  our  guns,  we  gave  them  in  return  some  grape,  canister,  and  shells. 
The  point  was  soon  passed,  and  we  came  out  into  the  North  Edisto  river  about 
9  p.  m.,  without  having  a  single  man  hurt. 

During  the  engagement  with  the  battery,  the  Hale  went  through  a  very  close 
fire,  but  one  shot  striking  her,  however,  and  that  a  glancing  shot  on  the  port 
bow,  doingtno  damage.  While  under  fire,  on  our  return,  one  of  the  ^ns  (32- 
poimder)  was  struck  in  the  muzzle  by  a  solid  shot  from  a  field  piece,  knocking 
out  a  piece  and  cracking  the  muzzle  badly  for  some  distance.  I  fear  the  gun 
is  rendered  comparatively  useless. 

Canister  and  rifle  balls  struck  her  in  various  places,  but  no  damage  was  sus- 
tained. The  Hale  was  well  handled  in  that  very  narrow  and  crooked  stream, 
by  Lieutenant  Gillis  and  his  able  executive  ofiicer,  Mr.  Bullers.  Officers  and 
men  all  did  their  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  C.  RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  E.  DuPont, 

Caminanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  A .  Semtnes's  report  of  reconnaissance  up  Riceboro* 

river  on  the  26M  and  21th  April,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  May  14,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding A.  A.  Semmes,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Wamsutta,  of 
a  reconnoissance  made  by  him  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G.  Wat- 
mough,  in  the  United  States  steamer  Potomska,  up  Riceboro'  river,  on  the  26th 
and  27th  ultimo.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  things  in  that  vicinity,  as  well  as  to  destroy  a  brig  which  was  known  to  be 
near  Dorchester. 

After  proceeding  up  Riceboro'  river,  a  very  crooked  and  narrow  stream 
communicating  with  the  waters  of  Sapelo  sound,  about  30  miles,  and  within 
less  than  two  miles  of  Dorehester,  they  ascertained  that  the  brig  had  b'^en 
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burned  by  the  rebels,  and  not  deeming  it  advisable  [to  pro  coed  further,]  the  two 
vessels  returned. 

On  descending  the  river  they  were  fired  upon  by  a  company  of  dismounted 
cavalry  concealed  in  the  wootis  and  thick  underbrush  on  Woodville  island  and 
two  of  the  men  of  the  Wamsutta,  James  Brown,  quartermaster,  and  George 
Boswell,  ordinary  seaman,  were  killed.  Enclosed  are  the  Certificates  of  the 
acting  assistant  surgeon  and  acting  assistant  paymaster  of  that  vessel.  The 
fire  of  the  rebels  was  replied  to  by  both  steamers  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister, 
which  effectually  silenced  them.  Their  loss,  as  reported  by  contrabands  who 
came  in  shortly  after,  was  16  killed  and  32  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
F lag-Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blorlcading  Sguadrot^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Wamsutta, 

Doboy  Sound f  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  evening  of  the  25th  instant.  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G. 
Watmough  sent  me  his  pilot,  and  information  that  he  was  ten  miles  up  the  Riceboro' 
river.  The  following  day,  near  noon,  I  joined  him  with  this  vessel,  and  both  went 
up  after  the  brig  that  ran  the  blockade  at  Sapelo  sound.  Captain  Waimough  cap- 
tured, the  night  of  the  25th  to  26th,  tliree  negroes  carrying  provisions  to  a  rebel 
picket  of  cavalry  near  his  anchorage.  They  pointed  out  some  of  the  many 
dangers  of  the  river,  up  which  we  went  about  fifteen  miles  that  day.  The 
morning  of  the  27th  we  reached  a  point  within  about  a  mile  of  Dorchester, 
where  two  negroes  (one  of  whom  left  this  forenoon  for  St.  Simon's  sound)  came 
on  board,  and  informed  us  that  a  smoke  observed  by  us  at  2  p.  m.  the  previouB 
day  was  the  burning  of  the  brig,  she  having  been  stripped,  scuttled,  and  fired 
ati  that  time.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truthfulness  of  their  information.  She 
was  opposite  Dorchester. 

Having  gone  thus  far — say  thirty  miles — a  point  was  reached  (where  the 
Potomska  groimded)  where  the  river  became  so  very  narrow,  with  a  still  nar- 
rower channel,  that  we  deemed  it  imprudent  to  go  any  further.  At  noon  both 
vessels  started  down,  on  the  ebb,  backing  or  going  head  first,  as  the  tide  hap- 
pened to  take  them.  We  took  the  bottom  so  often  that  we  begau  to  expect  it 
at  every  bend.  It  took  five  hours  to  get  down  to  Woodville  island,  where  the 
rebels  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  at  a  distance  of  from  20  to  30  yards,  with 
rifles.  This  vessel  was  ahead,  and  grounded  in  the  bend  when  under  this  be. 
We  replied  to  their  fire  with  shells,  grape,  and  canister.  Two  men  were  mor- 
tally wounded  at  the  first  volley.  The  negroes  put  the  rebel  force  at  about  one 
hundred,  and  the  rapidity  of  their  fire  went  to  show  that  to  be*  nearly  correct. 
Fortunately  the  Potomska  could  bring  her  battery  to  bear  when  our  guns  could 
not  be  used.  At  one  point  our  starboard  battery  was  used  to  assist  the  Po- 
tomska. The  Potomska's  fire  was  well-directed,  and  of  great  assistance  to  us. 
She  had  no  casualties.  Our  port  side  bore  pretty  good  evidence  of  the  enemy's 
fire,  which  commenced  at  5.40  and  ended  at  6.20. 

The  following  day  reached  this  anchorage,  leaving  the  Potomska  in  Sapelo 
sound.  The  men  who  were  killed  were  buried  the  same  night  on  Doboy  island. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  all  engaged  on 
our  side.  The  enclosed  sketch  will  convey  to  you  some  idea  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  river ;  it  is  not  much  exaggerated,  if  any.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
doctor's  report  of  the  casualties;  also  other  papers  from  him  and  the  paymaster. 
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With  a  good  pilot  a  higher  point  could  probably  have  been  reached,  with  the 
chance  of  having  the  river  obstructed  before  getting  down. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  SEMMES, 
Lieutenant  Commanding^  United  States  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  R.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  United  States  steamer  Florida^  St.  Simon^s  sound,  Ga. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

.    J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 


United  States  Steamer  Wamsdtta, 

Doboy  Sound,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  In  the  action  between  this  vessel  and  the  rebels  on  Woodville  island  on 
the  27th  instant,  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties :  James  Brown,  quar- 
termaster, and  George  Boswell,  ordinary  seaman,  were  both  shot  through  the 
abdomen,  and  died  of  their  wounds  the  same  evening — ^the  former  at  half-past 
ten  and  the  latter  at  a  quarter-past  seven. 
Respectfully  yours, 

SAJi»L  F.  QUIMBY, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  A.  Sbmmbs. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

J.  R.  GOLDSBORPUGH, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels' s  report  of  proceedings  at  BulTs  Bay. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
J.  F.  I^ckels's  detailing  proceeding  at  Bull's  bay.  He  crossed  the  bar  with  the 
Onward  on  the  7th  ultimo,  and  anchored  within  800  yards  of  the  light-house  on 
Bull  island,  and  opened  fire  on  a  small  work  situated  about  fifty  yards  to  the 
southward  of  the  light-house.  Shortly  after  he  landed  in  his  boats,  covered  by 
the  guns  of  ihe  Onward.  The  rebeb  fired  upon  the  party,  but  not  awaiting  an 
attack  escaped  from  the  island  to  the  mainland.  The  Onward  has  now  complete 
command  of  the  channel,  so  that  no  vessel  can  either  enter  or  go  out. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 

Flag' Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  G.  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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United  States  Ship  Onw^ard, 

Bull's  Bay,  April  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  tlic  honor  to  report  that  we  arrived  here  on  the  2d  of  this  month, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  I  went  in  my  boat  to  examine  the  channel  to  BuU'b 
bay,  and  also  the  island;  but  discovering  nothing  of  importance  that  night  I 
returned  to  the  ship,  and  on  the  following  aftenioon  I  again  started  in  the  gig. 
accompanied  by  the  first  cutter. 

On  nearing  the  fortifications,  situated  about  fifty  yards  to  the  southward  of  the 
light-house,  I  noticed  indications  of  the  island  being  occupied,  and  polled  to 
within  about  one  hundred  yards  of  the  beach,  and  succeeded  in  drawings  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  to  the  extent  of  about  fifteen  shots,  without  injaring*  anj*  one. 
Being  uncertain  of  the  number  on  the  island,  and  darkness  coming  on,  we  retired 
to  the  ship. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  made  a  sail  in  the  offing;  chased  and  boarded  the  schooner 
Henry  Nutt,  from  New  York,  bound  to  North  Edisto ;  returned  and  anchored 
near  the  bar. 

Monday  morning,  the  7th,  I  went  in  and  sounded  and  buoyed  the  channel  to 
Bull's  bay,  and  at  1.30  p.  m.  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  in  over  the  bar, 
(touching  slightly  in  doing  so,)  and  came  to  anchor  in  four  fathoms  of  water, 
within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  light-house;  opened  fire  on  tlie  fort  and  woods 
near  the  beach  to  see  if  the  enemy,  if  any,  could  be  driven  out. 

After  firing  a  couple  of  broadsides,  I  then  started  with  the  gig  and  first  catter 
to  make  a  landing,  and  on  nearing  the  beach  wc  were  again  fiired  upon  from  the 
fort.  I  then  sent  back  the  first  cutter  with  instructions  to  Mr.  Dill,  the  second 
officer  in  charge  of  the  ship,  to  throw  a  few  more  shell  and  cover  our  landing,  which 
he  did,  (he  seeing  the  enemy  from  the  ship  prepared  to  dispute  our  landing,  and 
we  not  able  to  see  them,  owing  to  the  high  bank,)  by  throwing  shell  among  them 
just  as  we  were  landing,  which  landing  we  accomplished  as  soon  as  possible* 
but  too  late  to  prevent  them  from  escaping  to  the  main  land  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  island,  in  boats,  setting  fire  to  a  house  in  their  hasty  flight,  which  we 
discovered  the  next  day  to  belong  to  W.  H.  Whildon,  the  former  keeper  of  the 
light-house. 

On  the  9th  sent  parties  on  the  i:<land,  and  after  a  thorough  search  found  it  to 
be  entirely  abandoned. 

We  are  now  lying  inside  the  bar  at  anchor,  four  fathoms  of  water,  withia 
about  800  yards  of  the  light-house,  having  complete  command  of  the  chanad, 
so  that  no  vessel  can  enter  or  go  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  NICKELS,  A,  A,  V.  i., 
Cammanding  United  States  Ship  OnuHird. 

Commander  Goldsburougu, 

Or  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


■  u 


Lieutenant  Commanding  D,  Ammcn's  report  of  operations  on  the  St,  J6Jkm*i 

river  from  the  2^th  to  30th  April,  1862,  inclusive. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  transmit  to  the  department  the  report  of  Lieut.  O 
man  ding  D.  Ammen,  the  senior  ofilcer  in  the  St.  John's  river,  with  some  enclonn 
The  department  will  not  fail  to  see  how  **  '*^y  anc    ^ 

has  held  control  of  the  waters  of  the  -^  -"Uli. 
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of  the  troops  from  Jacksonville ;  this  too,  with  so  small  a  force,  which  has,  how 
ever,  penetrated  again  up  to  Picolata.  I  commend  him  to  the  special  notice  of 
the  department. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  in  the  Isaac  Smith,  was  detained  over 
three  weeks  at  St  Augustine  before  it  was  possible  for  him  to  get  over  the  bar; 
he  entered  the  St.  John's  rivc^r,  however,  on  the  4th  instant,  as  I  am  informed 
by  a  letter  just  received  from  Commander  Drayton,  who  also  announces  the 
arrival  at  Femandina  of  the  refugees  alluded  to  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammen. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  Coming  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Mayport  MiUs,  St.  John's  River,  Florida,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order,  dated  April 
15,  the  Seneca  left  Port  Royal  on  the  16th,  and  arrived  off  St.  John's  bar  the 
next  day  at  noon. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  the  Ottawa,  sent  a  pilot,  who  went  on 
shore  again  and  returned  the  following  morning,  stating  that  he  had  sounded 
coming  off,  and,  although  rougher  than  he  liked,  yet  he  could  take  the  vessel  in 
without  injury ;  we  struck  heavily,  however.  (A  report  of  which  is  forwarded, 
in  obedience  to  general  order.) 

I  found  the  Ottawa,  Pembina,  and  Ellen  inside  the  bar,  and  on  communicating 
with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  learned  that  on  a  personal  inspoetion  of 
the  Ellen  he  deemed  her  return  to  Port  Royal  a  necessity. 

On  the  19th  the  Ottawa,  towing  the  yacht  America,  and  accompanied  by  the 
Ellen,  went  to  sea,  followed  by  dbree  or  four  schooners  that  had  remained  tea 
days  for  a  fair  wind. 

On  the  20th  the  Seneca  and  Pembina  got  nnder  way ;  the  latter  anchored 
above  St.  John's  bluff,  with  orders  to  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  the 
following  moniing,  unless  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville. 

We  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  when  abreast  of  Jacksonville  observed  a 
number  of  men,  some  of  whom  were  reported  bearing  muskets ;  at  sunset  we 
anchored  ten  miles  above. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2lBt  we  stood  up  the  river,  when,  near  Picolata,  we  saw 
a  high-pressure  steamer  coining  down.  We  chased  under  all  sail  and  steam,  but 
the  shoal  water  impeded  our  progress,  and  when  up  with  the  Orange  flats  I 
regarded  further  pursuit  as  futile,  and  we  returned  to  the  terminus  of  the  St. 
Augustine  railroad. 

()n  the  22d  we  went  down  the  river;  on  passing  Jacksonville  a  company  of 
sixty  or  a  hundred  who  had  formed  hastily  withdrew,  but  sentries  app^ired  at 
various  points,  and  groups  of  men,  evidently  soldiers  or  officers,  demanded  our 
forbearance  by  the  presence  of  women  and  children.  About  snnset  we  anchored 
near  the  pilot-houses  at  Mayport,  and  found  the  Pembina. 

At  8unri{*e  of  the  24th  we  got  under  way,  and  accompanied  by  the  Pembina 
proceeded  off  Jacksonville,  anchoring  abreast  the  lower  saw-mill,  or  within  10^' 
range  of  the  entire  town.  Before  anchoring,  a  woman,  in  a  boat,  made  signs, 
and  on  her  getting  alongside  we  found  her  to  be  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Van- 
dergrift,  who,  with  his  father,  had  sought  our  protection  several  days  before. 
She  insisted  that  she  had  been  abused,  and  that  her  life  had  been  in  danger  from 
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the  fact  that  her  husband  had  joined  ns.  I  therefore  took  her  on  bottrd,  landing 
her  at  this  point. 

About  tne  time  of  leaving  the  river,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  had 
stated  to  me  that  it  was  supposed  that  a  small  steamer  had  come  down  to  Jack- 
sonville ;  this  was  confirmed  from  various  sources.  The  boat  was  sent  up  asaia 
in  great  haste,  without  landing  two  heavy  pieces  of  arttUeiy  that  she  naS  oa 
board. 

On  the  25th  a  man  named  Hall  was  observed  pulling  bv  the  vesflel*  and 
captured  by  us.  He  bears  the  character  of  a  **  regulator,''  a  gang  of 
who  have  committed  enormities  for  some  time  past.  He  was  placed  In  dooUi 
ironp,  and  told  that  he  would  suffer  for  any  further  crimes  committed  againit 
Union  people  along  the  river.  In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  mcnith  of  die 
river,  and  on  the  following^moming  received  on  board  three  desertera  fkom  Cap- 
tain Steele's  company.  The  Pembina  went  up  the  river  to  Pieolata*  and  tbe 
following  evening  both  vessels  anchored  again  at  our  usual  point,  jnat  below 
Jacksonville. 

On  the  27th  a  flag  of  truce  left  the  town,  and  was,  after  some  delair»  reeeived 
by  US.  The  object  was  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Hall,  and  to  state  fonnally  that  ke 
was  a  soldier.  I  stated  that  I  was  aware  that  he  belonged  to  Captain  Steele's 
company ;  that  I  apprehended  him  byname,  and  that  he  was  a  routed  '*  regolator." 
However,  as  he  had  been  the  object  of  a  visit,  I  would  be  cneumapoct  in  leb- 
tion  to  him,  and  that  he  would  receive  no  punishment  without  trial  and  eonTie- 
tion  by  court-martial.  I  asked  the  officer  whether  many  women  and  eUldvai 
were  still  in  Jacksonville?  He  stated  that  many  remamed;  and  I  ffcon  Mkid 
him  to  give  my  compliments  to  the  commanding  officer  and  say  tkat  I  Ajji^ 
an  early  removal  of  them  would  be  advisable. 

Two  hours  later  another  flag  of  truce  was  received  by  as  bearing  n 
which  the  enclosed,  marked  A,  is  a  copy.    The  following  moniiu^  I  aenft 
tenant  Sproston  with  a  flae  of  truce,  oearing  a  letter,  maiked  £    Tlie 
manding  officer  stated  to  Mr.  Sprosti)n  that  none  of  the  frrrntnaBtim 
would  occur.  ^.  •".  u'l 

On  the  28th  the  Seneca  and  Pembina  weighed  anchor,  the  Ibnner  ffol^g  afc 
and  the  latter  down,  the  river  to  the  bar.    We  anchored  well  in       "* 
near  l^colata,  but  saw  no  steamers  attempting  to  pass  down. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  both  vessels  anchored  again  off  JaekaoanHDa  | 
town  bad  every  appearance  of  being  almost  entirely  deserted.  •'«  •■■* 

The  following  morning  the  Seneca  proceeded  to  the  bar,  hoping  to .  find  Aa 
Isaac  Smith,  or  some  other  vessel  assigned  to  these  waters,  Dat»  aa 
have  arrived.    I  believe  it  probable  that  the  rebels  wish  to  use  Black 

the  purpose  of  transporting  guns  or  other  heavy  burdens,  and  dierafbvo 

above  the  mouth  appears  necessary,  and  another  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bt;  J6kA 
seems  advisable.  This  occupies  the  present  force,  and  leavea  the  viainiij  ef 
Jacksonville  unoccupied,  except  upon  the  occasional  removal  of  tibm  TmmM 
from  the  other  point. 

There  are  at  this  time  about  twenty  persons  at  Hayport  Mflla^  ^W»i»fHfn  j 
refugees  and  of  the  soldiers  who  deserted.  They  are  wholly  deetitoto^  and  I 
am  obliged  to  feed  them,  or  see  them  starve.  Coming  from  JackaonTllle  tUi 
morning  I  seized  upon  a  large  sail  boat,  which  I  will  em^doy  in  eendins 
to  Femandina  to-morrow,  if  the  weather  is  favorable. 

The  Pembina  is  now  above  the  mouth  of  Black  creek,  and  will 
four  days,  when  she  will  again  meet  this  vessel  at  Jacksonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serva«* 

DANIEL  A 

Lieut  I 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  DuPont, 

Commandif^  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadrom.  -  »., 
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A. 

Headqcartbrs  Fourth  Regiment  Florida  Vols.,  C.  S.  A., 

JarJcsanvilUf  April  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  Major  Bowen,  of  the  fourth  Florida  regiment,  informed  me  this  mom- 
ing  that  the  removal  of  women  and  children  from  this  city  would  be  agreeable 
to  you,  as  it  is  equally  so  to  me. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  by  Thursday  night  next  the  object 
will  be  e£fected,  providing  conveyance  can  be  found  for  the  purpose,  of  which 
you  shall  be  duly  notifiea. 

Families  desiring  to  move  up  or  across  the  river  in  boats  or  lighters,  it  is 
supposed,  will  not  be  interfered  with. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HOPKINS, 

Colonel  Commanding^ 


B. 

United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  note  yesterday  by  the  hands  of  Major  Bowen.  The- 
removal  of  women  and  children  from  the  immediate  presence  of  hostile  forces  is 
always  desirable,  and  as  I  had  made  my  appearance  here  several  days  ago,  I 
supposed  by  this  time  few  remained. 

If  it  is  not  your  object  to  erect  batteries  within  one  statute  mile  of  the  city, 
or  to  throw  large  masses  of  men  into  it,  or  if  we  are  not  fired  upon  in  the 
vicinity,  no  danger  need  be  apprehended  by  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  a 
removal  will  not  be  necessary.  If,  however,  any  of  the  eventualities  specified 
are  in  contemplation,  I  advise  the  earliest  removal  of  all  who  do  not  expect  to 
share  the  fate  of  those  who  are  in  arms. 

As  I  indicated  verbally  the  above  points  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  your 
note,  I  trust  that  they  have  already  received  your  full  consideration,  and  that 
an  sarly,  if  not  an  immediate,  answer  may  be  given. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMEN,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St.  John*s  river,  Florida.. 
Colonel  Hopkins, 

Cotnmanding  Forces  at  JackstmvUle. 


FlcLg-Officer  DuPont  reports  getting  possession  of  the  Planten, 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  harbor.  South  Carolina,  May  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Commander  £.  G.  Parrott,  brought 
here  last  night  by  the  late  rebel  steam-tug  Planter,  in  charge  of  an  officer  and 
crew  from  the  Augusta.  She  was  the  armed  despatch  and  transportation 
steamer  attached  to  the  engineer  department  at  Charieston,  under  Br^adier 
Greneral  Ripley,  whose  barge,  a  short  time  since,  was  brought  out  to  the  block- 
ading fleet  by  several  eontrabands. 

The  bringing  out  of  this  steamer,  under  all  the  curcumstanoes,  would  have 
done  credit  to  any  one.    At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  absence  of  the 
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captain,  wlio  was  on  shore,  she  left  her  wharf  dose  to  the  goyemiiient  office 
and  headquarters,  with  paknetto  and  confederate  flags  flyioff,  passed  the  sue 
cessive  forts,  saluting  as  usual  hj  blowing  her  steam  whism.    After  gettinsr 
bejond  the  range  of  the  last  gun,  she  quicklj  hauled  down  the  rebel  flags  anS 
hoisted  a  white  one. 

The  Onward  was  the  inside  ship  of  the  blockading  fleet  in  the  main  ^^ammfli 
and  was  preparing  to  fire  when  her  commander  msm  out  die  white  flaf^.  The 
armament  of  the  steamer  is  a  32-pounder  or  pivot,  aiid  a  fine  Si-povnder 
howitzer.  She  has,  beside,  on  her  deck  four  other  ffim*— one  eeven-iaeh  iMkil 
which  were  to  have  been  taken  the  morning  of  tbe  escape  to  the  nevr  ibct  ea 
the  middle  ground.  One  of  the  four  belonged  to  Fort  Bomter,  and  had  heen 
struck  in  the  rebel  attack  on  the  fort  on  me  musile.  Sobert,  the  iatelUgeaft 
slave  and  pilot  of  the  boat,  who  performed  this  bold  ftat  so  skflftdlyv  ii  ^ 
me  of  this  fact,  presuming  it  would  be  a  matter  of  int««et  to  nt  to  hmtrn  _ 
sion  of  this  gun.  This  man,  Robert  Small,  is  superior  to  any  who  havt» 
into  our  lines — ^intelligent  as  many  of  them  have  been.  His  infonnatioii  his 
been  most  interesting,  and  portions  of  it  of  the  utaiost  importanee. 

The  steamer  is  quite  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  squadion  hy  her  Wsoi 
machinery  and  vcnr  light  draught.  The  officer  in  charge  broogfat  her  thgoagh  BL 
Helena  sound,  and  by  the  inland  passage  down  Beaim)rt  river,  arriving  hen  at 
10  o'clock  last  night. 

On  board  the  steamer,  when  she  left  Charleston,  were  eight  nien»  fire  iroMoi 
and  three  children. 

I  shall  continue  to  emplov  Robert  as  a  pilot  on  board  the  Flaater  tm  ihb 
inland  waters,  with  whidi  he  appears  to  oe  very  finniHar.  I  do  nol  hmfk 
whether,  in  the  views  of  the  sovemment,  the  vessel  will  be  eonsidevad marilfl^ 
bat,  if  so,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the  department  the  daima  of  thia  fDaa  Bwait 
and  his  associates.  "* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

8.  F.  DUPONT,       -1 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtonf  D.  O. 


United  States  Stbamship  Auousta. 

Of  Charkiimh  JAiy  13,  18ia 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  armed 
was  brought  out  to  us  this  morning  from  Charleston  by  eight  eon 
delivered  up  to  the  squadron.    Five  colored  women  and  tluee  ehfldren 

on  board.    She  carried  one  32-pounder,  and  one  24-pounder  howitaar* 

also  on  board  four  large  guns,  which  she  was  engaged  in  transporthiff  >?« 

I  send  her  to  Port  itoyal  at  once,  in  order  to  ti^e  advantage  of  Um  immJik 
good  weather.  I  send  Charleston  papers  of  the  12th,  and  tiie  rerr  inWDtaHft 
contraband  who  was  in  charge  will  give  you  the  information  which  he  fcM 
brought  o& 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  back,  as  soon  aa  eoarmittik 
the  officer  and  crew  sent  on  board.  *  f  i 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  PARBOTT. 
Commander  and  Senior  Oftctr  m 
riag-Officer  S.  P,  DuPoNT, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron*  *';  i«>i 


-jfi 
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Proceedings  &f  Commander  Prentist  in  Winy  aw  Bay,  ifc, 

Flao>Ship  Wabash, 
Part  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  28,  1862, 

Sir  :  When  off  Georgetown  in  the  Keystone  State,  on  the  19th  instant.  Com- 
mander Prentiss,  of  the  Albatross,  and  the  senior  officer  of  the  blockading 
force  off  that  port,  informed  me  that  he  had  delayed  crossing  the  bar,  being  ap- 
prehensive that  the  steamer  Seabrook,  with  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton  on  board, 
might  get  out  of  the  Santee  while  he  was  inside,  but  that  he  was  preparing  to 
enter.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  verj  interesting  report  from  him  detail- 
ing his  operations  and  occupation  of  Win  jaw  baj. 

Commander  Prentiss  crossed  the  bar  on  the  2 1st  instakt,  with  the  Albatross 
and  the  Norwich,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dimcan,  and  entered  Winjaw  bay. 
After  passing  a  small  deserted  redoubt  near  the  light-house,  an  extensive  forti- 
fication was  observed  on  South  island  with,  apparently,  several  large  guns 
mounted;  but  on  approaching  nearer,  it  was  found  aeserted,  and  the  guns  proved 
to  be  Quakers.     Another  fortification,  on  Cat  island,  was  also  observed. 

On  the  22d  he  stood  up  the  bay  for  the  citj  of  Greorgetown,  entered  Sawpit 
creek,  and  steamed  slowly  alone  the  wharves.  Not  being  prepared  to  hold  tne 
place,  Commander  Prentiss  dia  not  land,  knowing  there  was  a  force  of  both 
cavalry  and  artillery  in  the  town,  and  a  contest  might  have  involved  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  city.  He  ascended  the  Wacamaw  river,  about  ten  miles  above 
Georgetown,  through  a  rich  and  beautiful  country,  meeting  with  no  resistance. 
He  took  under  his  protection  about  eiehty  contrabands. 

The  rebels  are  much  alarmed,  ana  are  leaving  their  plantations  in  every 
direction,  driving  their  slaves  before  them  to  the  pine  woods. 

The  department,  I  am  sure,  will  be  pleased  with  the  report  of  Commander 
Prentiss,  as  it  conveys  not  only  important  information,  but  at  the  same  time 
evinces,  on  his  part,  courage  ana  discretion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag- Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Steamer  Albatross, 
Winy  aw  Bay,  May  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2l8t  instant, 
finding  my  draught  of  water  sufficiently  reduced,  I  passed  the  bar  with  the 
steamer  Norwich,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  in  company,  and  entered 
this  bay.  Passing  a  snudl  deserted  redoubt  near  the  light-house,  we  could  see, 
on  South  island,  auite  an  extensive  fortification  with,  apparently,  several  large 
guns  mounted  in  oarbette.  We  ran  for  this,  but  on  nearer  approach  found  it 
abandoned  and  armed  with  rebel  Quakers.  From  this  point  we  could  see,  on 
Cat  island,  a  well-built  fort.  Some  cavalry  appeared  in  tne  skirts  of  the  wood- 
land. We  scattered  them  with  a  few  shell,  and  running  under  the  walls  found 
it  deserted  like  the  others,  and  armed  with  like  harmless  batteries.  This  was  a 
well-built  fortification*  of  auadrangular  form,  fitted  with  platforms  for  mounting 
ten  guns  and  containing  bomb-proofs,  magazines,  and  furnace  for  hot  shot.  1 
landed,  fired  the  fort  and  encampment  near  it,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of 
timber  prepared  for  doting  the  cnaunel. 
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At  daylight  on  the  22d  I  stood  up  the  bay  for  the  city  of  Greorgetown,  en- 
tered Sawpifc  creek,  on  which  it  is  built,  and  steamed  slowly  aloug  the  wharves^ 
the  muzzles  of  our  guns  within  thirty  yards  of  the  houses. 

A  brig  loaded  with  turpentine  was  fired  as  we  approached,  probably  with  the 
intention  of  stopping  us,  but  the  time  chosen  for  entering  was  slack-water,  and 
the  wind  unfavorable  for  their  purposes.  We  passed  the  burning  hull  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  turned  with  some  difficulty,  and  retraced  our  route,  stop- 
ping from  time  to  time  to  capture  a  boat  or  see  if  the  authorities  were  disposed 
to  communicate  with  us.  I  had  sent  word  to  the  Union  men  to  make  no  demon- 
stration whatever,  as  I  was  not  prepared  to  hold  the  place  permanently.  A  few, 
however,  appeared  upon  the  wharves  and  indicated  by  gestures  or  words  their 
joy  at  seeing  us,  while  the  masses  of  citizens  kept  aloof.  No  hostile  movement 
was  made,  though  there  were  at  the  time  both  cavalry  and  artillery  in  the  place. 
While  passing  up  a  woman  appeared  in  the  belfry  of  a  church  or  city  hall,  and 
spread  a  rebel  flag  over  the  bell.  I  was  greatly  tempted  to  send  on  shore  and 
seize  it,  but  refrained,  from  the  consideration  that  a  contest  in  the  streets  would 
have  compelled  me  to  destroy  the  city,  involving  the  ruin  of  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty.  This  would  have  been  the  work  of  a  few  minutes  only,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  put  the  place  in  possession  of  the  military  whenever  they  will  Qcnd 
a  force  to  occupy  it  permanently  and  protect  the  Union  men,  who  number  nearly 
one-fourth  of  the  population. 

In  the  afternoon  I  ran  up  the  Wacamaw  about  ten  miles,  through  a  rich  and 
beautiful  country,  stopped  at  a  public  mill,  seized  a  lighter  of  rice,  several  boatSy 
and  about  eighty  contrabands,  who  claimed  my  protection.  I  then  returned  to 
the  anchorage,  near  the  light-house,  and  founded  a  colony,  which  is  rapidly 
increasing. 

From  time  to  time  I  have  shelled  the  woods  where  encampments  have  been 
found,  and  there  is  not  now  a  solitary  rebel  on  North  or  South  island.  Yester- 
day I  destroyed  the  last  remaining  bridge  which  connects  with  the  main  land, 
and  there  is  no  longer  danger  from  incursion  of  cavalry,  the  only  arm  that  is 
efficient,  or  that  dares  venture  down  here.  The  rebels  are  just  now  very  much 
frightened,  and  are  leaving  their  plantations  in  every  direction,  driving  their 
slaves  before  them  to  the  pine  woods. 

Large  quantities  of  rice  are  stowed  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  the 
armies  at  Charleston  and  Savannah  are  constantly  supplied  from  them.  If  yon 
will  send  me  the  means,  (small  steamers  and  vessels  for  transportation,)  I  can 
capture  immense  quantities,  but  to  do  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  seize  the  mills 
at  the  same  time,  for  when  we  commence  seizing  they  will  commence  burning 
them.     ••••••• 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  PRENTISS, 

Commander* 
Flag-Officer  S.^F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Possession  of  Stono  hy  the  gunboats. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  gunboats  have  pos- 
session of  Stono. 

From  information  derived  chiefly  from  the  contraband  pilot,  Robert  Small,  I 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  had  abandoned  their  Datteries,  and  accord- 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  KAYT.       231 

ingly  directed  Commander  Marchand,  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  to  make 
a  reconuoiflsance  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report.  This  was  done  on  the  19th 
instant,  and  the  information  proying  correct,  I  ordered  the  gunboats,  on  the  next 
day,  (being  myself  off  Charleston  in  the  Keysfone  State,)  to  cross  the  bar. 

The  Unadilla,  Pembina,  and  Ottawa,  under  Commander  Marchand,  asHisted 
materialiy  by  C.  O.  Boutelle,  esq.,  assistant  on  the  Coast  Sui-vey,  succeeded  in 
entering  Stono,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  above  the  old  fort  opposite  Legard- 
ville.    On  their  approach  the  barracks  were  fired  and  deserted  by  the  enemy. 

Six  prisoners  were  captured  by  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Bradford,  two  officers  of  the 
eunreying  steamer  Bibb,  with  a  boat's  crew  of  five  seamen.  The  prisoners  were 
a  picket  guard  at  the  magazine  of  the  old  fort,  and  belong  to  the  24th  South 
Carolina  regiment.  On  the  28th  instant  the  Huron  crossed  the  bar,  and  the  day 
following  the  Pawnee. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  in  which 
he  says:  "We  are  in  as  complete  possession  of  the  river  as  of  Port  Royal,  and 
can  land  and  protect  the  army  whenever  it  wishes.*'  There  are  no  batteries  of 
the  enemy  on  the  Stono  below  Wappoo  Cut,  where,  however,  the  rebels  have  a 
battery  of  smooth-bore  guns,  with  a  rifled  cannon  of  long  range,  exceeding  that 
of  any  in  the  squadron. 

This  important  base  of  operations — ^the  Stono— has  thus  been  secured  for  fur- 
ther operations  by  the  army  against  Charleston,  of  which  General  Hunter  pro- 
poses to  take  advantage.  I  have  put  at  his  disposal,  for  the  transportation  of 
troops,  the  steamers  Alabama,  Bienville,  Henry  Andrew,  Hale,  and  Planter. 
The  tugs  Petit  and  Mercury  are  to-night  employed  on  the  same  duty. 
•  •  •  •  «•  #  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag' Officer  ConCdg  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oftJie  Navy^  Washington. 


United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Stono,  May  30, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  28th  instant  I  entered  this  place  the 
following  morning,  but  not  without  some  difficulty;  for,  although  it  was  at  the 
very  top  of  the  tide  and  in  the  best  water,  my  vessel  struck  heavily  twenty 
times,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  every  vessel  drawing  more  than  nine  feet  must 
always  do  so. 

I  found  that  Captain  Marchand  had  arrived  here  the  evening  before  with  the 
Ellen,  and  had  already  ordered  almost  everything  that  I  had  intended  doing 
myself.  Two  vessels  had  been  sent  to  look  for  the  battery  that  had  fired  on 
the  Unadilla,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  ColIins«  on  his  return,  reported  that 
it  had  been  removed  to  Charleston,  probably  having  thrown  the  guns  overboard, 
as  some  were  felt  under  the  mud,  belonging  either  to  this  battery  or  to  an  earth 
one  which  was  destroyed  by  him. 

I  found  the  Pembina  and  Huron  a  little  above  Legardville,  the  Ottawa  lower 
down,  and  with  the  three  vessels  went  up  untili  at  the  last  bend  of  the  river  be- 
fore coining  to  Wappoo  Cut,  we  opened  fire  on  a  small  steamer  which  was  seen 
near  that  place,  when  a  fire  was  opened  on  us  from  a  very  heavy  rifled  gun, 
some  of  whose  shot  and  shell  fell  a  little  short.  Here  I  left  the  Pembina  and 
Huron  for  the  night  a  little  above  Newtown  creek,  returning  to  the  Pawnee, 
which  I  had  left  lielow  the  piles  ofi"  Legar^ville. 

This  morning,  having  had  some  of  the  piles  drawn  up,  I  passed  through  the 
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barrier  and  west  to  the  pUoe  where  I  liad  left  the  two  gunboats,  in  the  Pawnee^ 
where  I  anchored  her»  and  continued  on  m  the  Ellen.  On  rounding  a  point  a 
little  above  we  came  in  full  sight  of  the  fortification  from  which  the  gon  had 
been  fired  yesterday,  when  I  opened  with  the  Parrott  guns  of  the  Ellen,  tlie 
ghell  from  which  just  reached,  with  20-8econd  Aises  and  about  16  deereea  eleva- 
tion. This  was  immediately  returned  from  their  rifle,  the  shells  from  whieh 
were  fired  with  such  accuracy  that  I  think  they  must  have  measured  the  dia* 
tance.  After  having  received  about  a  dozen  fires  and  returned  them  rather 
more,  and  having  gained  as  much  information  of  the  battery  as  was  important» 
I  returned  to  the  Pawnee,  from  which  vessel  I  also  threw  a  few  shells*  and  at 
sunset  returned  to  the  neighborhood  of  Legareville,  intending  to  send  the  Una* 
dilla  to  you  in  the  morning  had  the  Flora  not  arrived.  The  contrabands  teH  110 
that  torpedoes  have  been  laid  in  the  river;  but  even  were  this  not  the  ease*  I 
hardly  think  that  the  gunboats  could  go  beyond  where  I  did  to-day  without 
great  risk  of  sticking  in  the  mud.  Besides  the  rifle  gun  alluded  to,  the  battery 
contains  a  number  of  smooth-bores,  the  negroes  say  seven,  the  shot  from  whieh, 
however,  all  fell  much  short  of  us,  the  distance  being  over  two  and  a  half  miles, 
according  to  Captain  Boutelle's  measurement,  who  knows  every  inch  of  the 
ground,  having  had  a  surveying  station  near  by.  As  this  battery  is  OB  what 
may  be  called  a  different  island  from  that  on  which  the  army  are  to  act^  I  do 
not  see  that  it  can  have  any  bearing  on  their  occupation. 

To  sum  up,  we  are  in  as  complete  possession  of  the  river  as  of  Port  Boyal, 
and  can  lana  and  protect  the  army  whenever  it  wishes.  Beyond  the  reach  of 
our  guns  I  cannot,  of  course,  be  responsible  for;  it  must,  to  a  eertain  extent, 
then  look  out  for  itself. 

We  see  horsemen  everywhere  on  the  watch,  but  they  are  becoming  a  little 
shy,  as  we  have  fired  at  them  several  times. 

The  Flora  will  take  away  a  number  of  omr  contrabands,  who  are  a  little  m 
the  way  at  present,  although  I  think  the  army  could  findplenty  of  work  for 
twice  as  many.  The  battery  I  have  alluded  to  is  close  to  Wappoo  Cut,  but  Mr. 
Hafford,  who  goes  down  with  this,  will  point  out  all  the  localites. 

Captain  Marchand  went  out  this  morning  to  join  his  vessel.  There  are  with 
me  at  present  the  Huron,  Unadilla,  Pembina,  Ottawa,  and  Helen.  The  Flora 
only  arrived  late  this  evening  as  I  came  down  the  river ;  and,  as  she  starts  4t 
daylight,  I  may,  in  my  hurry,  not  have  made  myself  clear;  but,  as  I  said  aboYe, 
Mr.  Hafford  can  explain  everything.  The  Pembina  and  Huron  are  now  above 
Newtown  creek,  where  I  shall  leave  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON, 
Comrrumder  and  Senior  Officer  at  Starno^ 

Flag-Officer  S   F.  DuPont, 

Cammandine^  South  AtlatUic  Blockadini(  Squadron,  Port  Royal, 

P.  S. — I  enclose  requisitions  from  the  Huron;  the  rifles  are  much  wanted. 
Captain  Downes  states,  but  are  scratched  out  because  of  a  previous  requisition. 

P.  D. 


Death  of  lAentenant  John  G.  Sproston. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  June  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  the  department  will  find  a  communication  from  lieutenant 
Commanding  Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  reporting  the  death  of  Lieut^wnt  John 
G.  Sproston,  the  executive  officer  of  that  vessel. 
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The  man  Huston,  whose  capture  was  deemed  important,  was  a  guerilla  cbief 
of  desperate  character,  too  many  of  whom  are  still  left  in  Florida,  fie  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  ambuscade  on  the  boats  of  the  Penguin  and  Andrew  in  Mosquito 
inlet,  when  two  officers  and  five  men  were  killed. 

A  contraband  who  acted  as  pilot  on  that  occasion,  and  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  this  man  hung  to  a  tree  and  boasted  of  it.  After  being  wounded, 
Huston's  life  was  spared  hj  the  sudden  interposition  of  his  wife. 

Lieutenant  Sproston  was  an  able,  brave,  and  devoted  officer,  from  the  State 
of  Maryland.  He  had  come  under  my  observation  on  the  China  station  in 
1858.  He  was  distinguished  while  in  the  command  of  one  of  the  boats  which 
destroyed  the  rebel  privateer  under  the  guns  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard  in 
September,  1861,  and  his  whole  conduct  during  this  war  has  been  gallant  and 
meritorious.     I  consider  him  a  great  loss  to  this  fleet  and  to  the  service. 

fiis  remains  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Arago.  May  I  ask  the  department  to 
have  them  sent  to  Baltimore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag'Officer  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Mayport  Mills,  St,  John*s  river,  Florida,  June  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  melancholy  duty  to  report  the  death  of  Lieutenant  John 
G.  Sproston,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vesseL  At  3.30  a.  m.  of  to-day  he 
left  in  command  of  three  boats,  with  Acting  Master  J.  fi.  Rodgers,  Master^s 
Mate  Fiske,  and  forty  small  arm  men.  Me  was  accompanied  by  a  reserve 
force  of  thirty  men  from  the  Patrooa. 

The  object  was  to  capture  a  man  named  Gkorge  Hwrton,  a  captain  of  a  oom- 

Cy  of  rebels  now  in  tne  vicinity  of  Black  creek.  I  was  informed  that  Hust<Hi 
sted  of  having  hung  a  negro  pilot  who  was  captured  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  6udd,  near  Smyrna,  and  on  that  account  I 
wished  him  as  a  prisoner,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  eenend  tranquility  of 
persons  along  this  river,  most  of  whom,  I  doubt  not,  would  gladly  acknowkdge 
the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  were  they  not  in  fear  of 
violence  from  men  of  this  character. 

Lieutenant  Sproston  landed  at  early  daylight  and  proceeded  rapidly  with  his 
party  to  the  house  of  Huston ;  the  latter,  it  appeart,  was  apprised  of  his  coming,  and 
met  him  at  the  door,  armed  with  a  double  barrelled  gun,  two  pistols,  and  a 
bowie  knife.  Upon  the  demand  of  Lieutenant  Spreaton  to  surrender  himself  as 
a  prisoner,  Huston  fired  at  him  with  a  pistol,  the  ball  entering  high  up  on  the 
left  breast,  killing  him  instantly.  Huston  discharged  the  other  pistol  and  gun 
without  further  injury  to  our  party,  and  was  instantly  wounded  in  four  places, 
and  brought  on  board.  He  is  supposed  to  be  mortally  womded.  Several  shots 
were  fired  from  Huston's  house  by  persons  who  escaped. 

Huston's  firing  upon  Lieutenant  Sproston,  supported  as  he  was  by  a  large 
force,  was  a  wilful  murder,  and  involved  necessanfy  his  own  destruction. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  state  to  you  and  to  the  department  the  character  of 
Lieutenant  Sproston,  known  as  he  is  as  a  highly  aoeom^bhed  and  hoBC»able 
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officer.    I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from  expressing  my  deep  regret  that  the 
country  should  have  lost  so  valuable  an  officer  by  the  lumd  ot  a  miacreant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

DANIEL  ANMMBK, 
Lieut.  CamCg  and  Senior  Officer  ofjbrces  in  St,  Mkm^s  fim€t. 

Flag-Officer  Samubl  P.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Port  Royalf  South  Carolma. 


Barbarities  practiced  on  negroes  on  Hutchinson  island^  South  Oas^oHuu 

Flao-Ship  WABA8H9 
Port  Royal  Harbor^  S.  C^  Jfne  16.  186S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  very  interesting  and  veiy  gn^hie  letter  ttom 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxton,  of  uie  Dale,  giving,  m  strong  and  eemest 
words,  the  condition  of  many  of  these  sea  islands  in  consequence  of  tlie  irltk* 
drawal  of  the  army  forces  to  Stono.  ^  , 

The  Dale  is  anchored  in  St.  Helena  sound,  abroast  of  a  finrt  on  Otter  ialeiid» 
which  until  lately  was  occupied  by  the  troops  of  General  Hunter,  while  at  die 
same  time  pickets  were  stationed  on  many  of  the  a^acent  islands  to  g^ve  notiee 
of  the  approach  of  the  rebels.  In  consequence  of  late  projected  moTemeDti 
most  of  these  forces  have  been  transferred  to  Stono,  leaving  only  die  Dekb  H 
sailing  vessel,  to  protect  the  contrabands  remaining  of  choice  on  the  f^mitiitifiM, 
where  many  of  them  had  been  bom. 

The  rebels,  through  information  given  by  a  negro  who  had  been  emblemed  YfT 
our  army,  became  aware  of  the  absence  of  our  troops,  and,  under  Uiia  inaii^ 
guidance,  made  a  descent  upon  Mrs.  March's  plantation,  on  Hutchinson's  Uandp 
surrounded  the  house  with  a  ferocity  characteristic  at  all  events  of  tfaie  pert  of 
the  south,  murdered  in  cold  blood  the  poor  unfortunates,  who  were  awdpsnecl 
fitom  their  slumbers  to  fall  by  the  hands  of  the  infuriated  rebels. 

The  department  will  perceive  by  the  narrative  how  much  the  gunboete  JM 
looked  up  to  by  the  contrabands  for  their  defence,  and  how  mneh  thejr  ere 
feared  by  the  enemy  for  attack.  Even  while  engaged  in  firing  upon  flrjghffiMij^ 
unarmed  blacks,  their  constant  dread  was  of  the  ship. 

But.  whilst  desirous  to  afford  protection  in  all  cases,  I  must  eunkmOy 
upon  the  department  the  necessity  of  sending  me  more  steam-veseela  of  _ 
draught,  and  at  the  same  time  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  govenunent  to 
urgent  need  of  more  troops  on  this  part  of  the  coast 

A  good  portion  of  my  force  is  now  in  the  Stono  river  covering  the  emiyti 
I  am  necessarily  obliged  to  take  these  vessels  from  their  legitimate  w^  ff 
blockading,  and  this  at  a  time  when,  from  information  derived  nom  the  deport^ 
ment,  a  concerted  attempt  is  about  being  made  to  break  the  blockade^  either  m 
stratagem  or  force.  /' 

The  army  for  months  past  has  had  control  in  a  measure  of  many  of  the  'eae 
islands  in  this  vicinity,  extending  to  North  Edisto.  The  contrabande  h^( 
remained  quietly  here  cultivating  the  plantations  under  our  protection,  end  % 
seems  to  me  that  the  government  is  bound  by  every  principle  of  justice 
policy  to  shield  them  from  these  barbarous  inroads. 

I  think  this  a  fitting  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
ever  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxton  since  he  has  had  chaige  of 
the  waters  of  St.  Helena  sound. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Flag-Officer  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 
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United  States  Ship  Dale, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  This  morning  at  4  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  there  was  a  large 
fire  on  Hutchinson's  island,  and  shortly  after  that  a  preconcerted  signal  that 
the  enemy  were  in  the  vicinity  had  been  made  from  the  house  of  our  pilot.  I 
immediately  started  in  the  gig,  accompanied  by  the  tender  Wild-Cat,  Boatswain 
Downs;  launch,  Acting  Midshimnan  Terry;  1st  cutter.  Acting  Master  Bil« 
lings ;  2d  cutter,  Acting  Master  Hawkins ;  and  3d  cutter,  Coxwain  Shurtleff,  up 
Horn  or  Big  River  creek,  in  the  direction  of  the  fire.  Soon  after  leaving  the 
ship  a  canoe,  containing  three  negroes,  was  met,  who  stated  that  the  rebels, 
three  hundi*ed  strong,  were  at  Mrs.  March's  plantation  killing  all  the  negroes. 

As  we  advanced  up  the  creek  we  were  constantly  met  by  canoes,  with  two 
or  three  negroes  in  tnem,  panic-stricken,  and  making  their  way  to  the  ship, 
while  white  flags  were  to  be  seen  flying  from  every  inhabited  point,  around 
which  were  clustered  groups  of  frightened  fugitives.  When  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  Mrs.  Marcn's  I  was  obliged  to  anchor  the  Wilt-Oat,  from  the 
want  of  sufficient  water  in  the  channel,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to  cover  our 
retreat,  if  uecessaiy. 

On  arriving  at  Mrs.  March's  the  scene  was  most  painftil ;  her  dwelling  and 
chapel  were  in  ruins,  the  air  heavy  with  smoke,  while  at  the  landing  were 
assembled  over  one  hundred  souls,  mostly  women  and  children,  in  the  utmost 
distress. 

Throwing  out  a  picket  guard,  and  taking  every  proper  measure  against  sur- 
prise, I  satisfied  myself  that  the  enemy  were  not  in  our  immediate  neighbor* 
hood,  the  negroes  assuring  me  that  they  had  left  the  island  and  returned  to 
Fort  Chapman. 

I  then  gathered  the  following  particulars :  The  rebels  during  the  night  landed 
on  the  island  from  Fort  Chapman  with  a  force  of  unknown  numbers,  guided  by 
a  negro  who  for  a  long  time  nad  been  on  Otter  island  in  the  employ  of  the  army, 
surrounded  the  house  and  chapel,  in  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  negroes 
were  boused,  posting  a  strong  guard  to  oppose  our  landing. 

At  early  dawn  they  fired  a  volley  through  the  house.  As  the  alarmed  people 
sprang,  nearly  nakca,  from  their  beds  and  rushed  forth  frantic  with  fear,  they 
were  shot,  arrested,  or  knocked  down.  The  first  inquiry  of  the  rebels  was  for 
the  **d^-d  Yankees,"  and  at  what  time  we  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
islands,  mingled  with  exclamations  of  **  Be  quick,  boys,  the  people  from  the 
ship  will  be  up ;"  "  let's  bum  the  houses;"  "not  yet,  they  will  see  the  fire  from 
the  ship  and  come  up." 

Having  collected  most  of  the  chickens  and  despoiled  manv  of  the  poor  people 
of  their  very  wretched  clothing,  and  telling  them  that,  as  they  belonged  to  the 
estate,  or  others  nearly  adjoining,  they  would  not  molest  them,  they  fired  the 
buildings  and  fled. 

As  the  people  were  clamorous  to  be  removed,  I  filled  the  boats  with  them  and 
pulled  down  to  the  tender,  on  board  of  which  they  were  placed.  On  our  return 
for  the  remainder,  they  were  observed,  as  we  approached  the  landing,  to  be  in 
the  utmost  confusion,  dashing  wildly  into  the  marshes  and  screaming,  "  the 
sccesh  are  coming  back. "  On  investigation,  however,  it  proved  to  be  that  the 
enemy,  in  full  sight  about  two  miles  off,  crossing  an  open  space  of  ground,  were 
in  hasty  retreat  instead  of  advancing.  On  our  first  visit  they  must  have  been 
concealed  in  a  patch  of  woods  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  our  pickets. 

Having  succeeded  in  removing  or  providing  with  boats  all  who  wished  to 
remain  to  collect  their  little  property,  I  returned  to  the  ship,  bringing  with  me 
about  seventy,  among  them  one  num  literally  riddled  with  balls  and  buckshot, 
(since  dead ;)  another  shot  through  the  lungs,  and  struck  over  the  forehead  with 
a  clubbed  musket,  laying  the  bone  perfectly  bare ;  one  woman  shot  in  the  leg. 
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ehonlder,  and  thigh ;  one  far  gone  Mrith  pregnancy,  with  dislocation  of  the  hip 
joint,  and  injury  to  the  womb,  caused  by  leaping  from  a  second  story  window; 
and  another  with  displacement  of  the  cap  of  the  knee  and  injury  of  the  leg, 
from  the  same  cause. 

It  appears  that  the  negro  who  guided  the  party  bad  returned  to  them  after 
the  evacuation  of  this  place,  told  them  all  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn,  and 
that  the  islands  were  entirely  unprotected  except  by  this  ship.  I  am,  there' 
fore,  at  a  loss  to  account  for  their  extreme  barbarity  to  negroes,  most  of  whom 
were  living  on  the  plantation,  where  they  had  been  bom,  peacefully  tilling  the 
land  for  their  support,  which  their  masters,  by  deserting,  had  denied  them,  and 
who  were  not  even  remotely  connected  with  the  hated  Yankee.        #        •       • 

I  trust  you  will  approve  my  sending  the  contrabands  to  Hilton  Head.  Had 
I  not  been  unable  to  provide  for  such  a  large  number,  and  so  much  embamuwed 
by  the  frequent  demands  made  upon  me  for  provisions  by  new  arrivalfl,  I  should 
have  waited  for  your  orders  in  the  matter. 

Last  Tuesday  we  had  an  arrival  of  thirty  from  the  main  land,  and  searo^ly  m 
day  passed  without  one  or  more  arrivals,  always  in  a  half-starved  conditmi^ 
whose  appeals  for  food  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  resist,  though  trespasBiog 
rather  largely  on  the  ship's  stores.  All  the  new  arrivals  give  the  same  aec(nml 
of  the  want  and  scarcity  of  provisions  among  the  white  population,  and  of  their 
own  dangers  and  sufferings  in  effecting  their  escape. 

Though  exercising  no  control  over  the  negroes  on  the  neighboring  isbajb^  X 
have,  ever  since  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  urged  them  to  move  to  Edisto  <np 
St.  Helena,  and  warned  them  that  some  night  they  would  be  visited  by  the 
rebels ;  but  the  majority  insisted  on  remaining,  because  it  was  their  home,  whSe 
all  seemed  to  have  the  most  perfect  faith  in  the  protection  of  the  ship,  thongh 
perhaps,  as  was  the  case  last  night,  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant  from  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding^ 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Comm'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadronf  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


Operations  in  North  Edisto  river,  South  Carolina,  June  21,  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Bhind  of  further  operations  in  North  Edisto. 

On  the  21  st  instant,  with  the  Crusader  and  the  Planter,  and  piloted  by  Robert 
Small,  he  ran  up  North  Edisto  river  into  Wadmelaw  sound  as  far  as  Sinunous's 
Bluff,  which  is  on  the  mainland. 

The  rebels  had  an  encampment  there  and  some  artillery,  but  made  no  use  oi 
the  latter.  A  few  broadsides  from  the  Crusader  dispersed  the  enemy,  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  landing  with  a  company  of  the  55th  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  under  command  of  Captain  Bennett,  met  with  no  resistance. 
About  thirty  tents  and  some  cabins  used  as  quarters  were  fired,  and  a  few 
muskets  brought  away.     We  had  no  casualties. 

The  department  has  noticed  how  active  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bhind  has 
been  while  holding  the  waters  of  North  Edisto,  but  I  respectftlly  gubnat  that 
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he  should  have  a  better  command  sent  to  him,  when  the  department  can  do  0O9 
for  I  think  he  has  justly  earned  one. 

Very  respectfaUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Fliig' Officer  eommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


XJnitbd  States  Steamer  Crusader, 

North  Edisto,  June  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  21st  I  took  this  vessel,  followed  by  the  Planter,  Acting  Master 
Phenix,  up  to  Simmons's  Bluff,  on  Wadmelaw  sound,  and,  after  a  short  engage- 
ment, drove  off  a  force  of  the  enemy  stationed  there,  and  captured  and  destroyed 
their  camp.  On  board  the  Planter  were  fonr  officers  and  seventy  men  of  the 
55th  Pennsylvania  volunteersy  under  command  of  Captain  Bennett.  From 
orders  and  papers  found  in  the  camp,  it  appears  that  the  force  at  the  point  oon« 
sisted  of  the  Marion  artillery  and  two  companies  of  the  16th  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  and  that  the  regiment  was  placed  two  miles  back.  As  we  ap* 
proached  the  point  the  artiUery  (which  seemed  to  be  quartered  in  some  planta- 
tion houses  near  a  mile  off)  was  seen  advancing,  and  some  baggage  wagona 
going  off  from  the  bluff.  We  advanced  slowly  without  firing,  my  object  being 
to  draw  the  artillery  down ;  but  they  seemed  to  halt  in  a  clump  of  woods  some 
distance  from  the  point,  and  apparently  retired,  as  we  saw  no  more  of  them 
during  the  day.  We  passed  slowly  by  the  bluff  at  half  pistol-shot  distance, 
and  received  a  smart  musketry  fire  from  rifle-pits  and  the  houses.  Our  nearness 
seems  to  have  disconcerted  their  aim,  as  their  volleys  passed  harmlessly  over 
our  heads.  A  couple  of  broadsides  were  discharged  at  them,  and  when  the 
smoke  cleared  away  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  Kounding  to  above  the  bluff, 
we  passed  slowly  down  again  and  anchored  abreast  the  rifle-pits  and  houses. 
I  then  went  on  board  the  Planter,  and  taking  her  in  to  the  shore,  landed  with 
Captain  Bennett's  command,  fired  their  tents,  about  thirty  in  number,  and  some 
cabins  used  as  quarters.  The  enemy  had  taken  off  the  baggage,  &c.,  before 
we  landed.  A  few  muskets  and  other  articles  were  brought  away.  We  returned 
to  our  anchorage  off  the  wharf  about  6  p.  m.  without  loss,  and  with  very  trifling 
damage. 

Colonel  White,  of  the  55th  Pennsylvania,  commanding  the  post  here,  and 
his  officers  and  men,  co-operated  with  us  with  great  cordiality. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  on  Jamee^t  island. 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  July  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  most  important  of  my  late  operations  has  been  reported  to  the 
department,  viz :  the  quick  seizure  of  Stono  inlet  and  river  before  the  rebels 
could  discover  the  very  great  military  error  they  had  committed  in  abandoning 
the  strong  defences  of  those  waters,  proteeted  as  they  were  on  the  interior  by 
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the  dangerous  shifting  and  shallow  bar  leadmg  into  them.  The  flmijr  detau 
mined  to  avail  itself  of  this  snccessftd  taming  of  all  the  forte  hn  Ghaiteeton 
harbor,  which  presented  so  firm  and  proximate  a  base  of  opentkms. 

Under  the  cover  of  light  vessels,  including  the  Pawnee,  which  was  bmnped 
over  the  bar,  the  troops  were  landed  on  James's  ialandt  the  filing  beinff  abaoet 
continuous  for  two  Ljb,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  eeoro  FOMtiflM.  She 
naval  part  of  the  operations  having  received  the  eommendatioii  of  the 
manding  general  in  an  order  which  1  have  before  transmitted.  On  the 
of  Major  General  Hunter  to  Port  Bojal  an  attempt  waa  made  In  hk 
by  a  general  advance  of  the  army  forces,  to  cany  the  rebel  works  at 
ville,  which,  it  was  thought,  were  in  unpleasant  proximity  to  the  eunps.  Tk^ 
effort  was  unsuccessful,  and  the  troops  fell  back  without  hdng  fiiea  iqMn  er 
followed,  and  returned  to  their  lines  without  demoralizationy  bmty  I  grieve  to  eUt 
with  a  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  approaehing  seven  hmdied^ 

This  event  was  followed  by  an  order  for  me  evacuatkni  of  Jamea'e 
and  of  the  works  already  erected  there.    On  hearing  ihifl»  iiicidenl>Hy<  I 
diately  despatched  Commander  G.  B.  P.  Bodgers  {'miOt  in  addition  to  his 
as  captain  of  this  ship,  has  been  discharging  those  of  eaptain  of  IImi  §mil^Ji^ 
Stono,  to  see  Commander  Drayton  and  ascertain  the  eflbet  wUdi  tUe  nmr 
of  things  might  produce  on  tne  naval  force.    I  have  the  vienrs  of  boA 
intelligent  and  experienced  officers,  based  upon  a  local  inspection  of  die 
taut  points  involved,  and  I  purpose  myself,  though  a  short  time  ago  I 
along  all  the  points  of  my  station,  to  visit  them  in  a  few  days  again* 

8.  P.  DUFOKT, 

Flag-Officer  commanding  South  Aikmtie  Blockmdmg  SgmmJkmmm  n: 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs,  :.  i 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


•   K 


44 


'^m^ 


• «. 


Commander  G.  B,  BalcVe  report  ofreconnoinanee  up  At  JBadk  nMK'*'*''^' 

Flag-Ship  WAnASH,  • '"  "' ^ 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  Aingmi  tl,  ICMtt;"' 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Commander  6.  B.  Batbh  ft.ffi 
reconnoissance  up  the  Black  river,  some  twenty-five  miles  above  ^~~       ^      ' 
with  the  Pocahontas  and  the  captured  steam-tue  Treaty.    It  n 
with  the  energy  and  intrepidity  characteristic  of  that  officer^  who 
supported  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  in  command  of  the  I 

The  expedition  was  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  captozim^  a  rebel  * 
called  the  Nina,  said  to  be  in  the  Black  river,  about  forty  miks  above 
town ;  but  after  ascending^  some  twenty-five  miles,  and  welling  the 
of  a  battery,  Conmiander  Balch  received  reliable  information  that  thei 
had  been  removed  from  the  steamer,  rendering  her  possession  uselees  to  na.   . 

On  his  return  he  was  attacked  by  the  rebels  from  the  woods,  on  bodi  ridea.flf 
the  narrow  river,  and,  though  hotly  engaged,  succeeded  in  retumina^  to  Ua 
anchorage,  with  only  one  casualty,  the  wounding  of  Acting  Third  AJaidataai 
Engineer  J.  A.  Hill,  who  was  severely  injured  by  a  Minie  ball,  thougli  it  ia.to 
be  hoped  not  fatally.  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 
Rear  Admiral  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqm 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy%  Waehingtonf  D.  C 


irn 
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Unitbd  States  Steamer  Pocahontas, 
Georgetown  Harbor,  8,  O.,  August  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  from  information  received  from  varions 
sources,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  I  might  capture  the  steamer  Nina,  up  the 
Black  river,  some  fifty  miles  above  Georgetown,  and  that  most  likely  I  should 
find  her  in  good  condition  for  service.  Being  anxious  to  accomplish  so  desirable 
an  end  as  her  capture,  and  learning,  further,  that  the  rebels  haa  placed  batteries 
along  the  banks  of  the  Black  river  to  oppose  our  progress,  I  determined  to  pro- 
ceed up  that  river,  and  indulged  the  hope  that,  should  I  fail  in  getting  the  Nina, 
I  might  capture  some  pieces  of  "  Ward's  artillery,"  and,  perhaps,  some  cotton, 
rice,  or  turpentine. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  I  had  the  tug  Treaty  prepared  for  active 
service,  and  sheathed  with  two-inch  pine  plank,  inside  of  which  were  placed 
hammocks,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  those  aboard  the  Treaty  from  rifle 
shots;  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  state  that  it  worked  most  admirably,  and 
though  a  novel  mode  of  arming  war  vessels,  stiU  I  can  commend  it  to  any  one 
enga^^ed  on  like  service.  Captain  Baxter,  with  a  volunteer  crew  from  the  Qera 
of  the  Sea,  taking  charge  of  the  Treaty,  I  anchored  this  ship  off  Georgetown,  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  13th  instant,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Treaty  after  dark, 
where  we  remained  till  3  a.  m.  of  the  14th  instant,  when  we  got  under  way  and 
proceeded  up  the  Black  river,  the  Treaty  in  tow  of  this  vessel. 

From  information  received  from  a  number  of  negroes  who  came  off,  I  learned 
that  the  rebels  had  several  batteries  on  the  river,  intended  to  oppose  our  pro- 
gress. We  met  with  no  opposition  whatever  in  going  up  the  river  some  twenty- 
two  miles ;  and,  when  nearing  the  batteries  to  within  six  hundred  yards  or  less, 
I  anchored,  making  a  stem  hawser  fast  to  a  tree,  but  which,  from  the  effects  of 
the  tide,  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  hold  the  ship  athwart-ships  of  the  tide. 
We  hove  up  our  anchor  and  succeeded,  after  some  difficulty,  in  making  the  ship 
secure,  with  her  broadside  on  the  batteries  at  five  hundred  yards  distance.  We 
then  went  to  quarters,  and,  at  9.25  a.  m.,  delivered  a  broadside  of  shell  and  then 
opened  with  grape,  the  Treaty  firing  her  rifled  howitzer  with  great  spirit. 
^o  reply,  however,  was  made  to  our  nre,  and  I  learned,  by  a  contraband  who 
has  been  working  on  the  batteries,  and  who  came  on  board  shortly  after  we 
ceased  firing,  that  at  the  first  gun  the  batteries  were  deserted  and  **  Ward's 
artillery"  went  of  in  full  retreat.  We  pined  down  at  10.15  and  allowed  the 
men  rest,  the  heat  being  extreme  during  tne  firing,  with  the  awnings  furled; 
these  we  spread,  however. 

Numerous  contrabands  were  in  attendance,  some  of  whom  wished  to  come  to 
us,  all  of  whom  were  taken  aboard.  They  reported  that  the  enemy  were  con- 
gregating in  the  woods  to  fire  on  us  as  we  went  down  the  river.  Captain 
Baxter  landed  and  made  a  reconnoissonce,  which  satisfied  him  that  the  report 
was  true.  Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  land  with  the  force  I  had,  we  remained 
quietly  at  anchor,  and  went  to  dinner  at  the  usual  hour ;  but,  at  1.5  p.  m.,  we 
wore  suddenly  attacked  by  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods,  not  more  than 
eighty  yards  from  us ;  no  one  was  injured,  however.  We  replied  immediately 
with  great  guns  and  small  arms. 

The  river  at  this  place  being  onlv  eighty  yards  wide,  and  the  ship  having 
dragged  her  anchor  and  swung  head  up  stream,  her  stem  being  hard  and  fast 
aground,  I  called  the  men  forward  on  the  forecastle,  when  the  enemy  opened 
on  us  again,  but,  strange  to  say,  hit  no  one  of  the  crowd  collected  there.  I 
received  great  assistance  from  Captain  Baxter,  in  the  Treaty ;  and,  finally,  this 
ship  floated,  and  we  proceeded  slowly  past  the  batteries,  which  we  found 
deserted.  We  proceeded  up  the  river  some  three  miles  further,  being,  by  water, 
twenty-five  miles  above  Georgetown,  and  then  tumed  about,  followed  by  the 
Treaty.    As  we  passed  the  earth  works  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  in 
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ambush,  distant  only  fifty  yards,  and  sometimes  less,  to  which  we  replied  wifih 
canister  and  grape  fix>m  tne  great  gnns  and  howitaeer,  and  Ofur  iifleiiieii»  wMi 
great  effect,  taking  care  to  expose  the  men  and  officers  as  little  as  poariUe. 
The  bluffs  were  lined  with  troops,  and,  for  a  distance  of  twenty  mikB,  we  hmi 
to  run  the  gauntlet,  followed  by  the  Treaty,  which  kept  np  a  spirited  five  ftoat 
her  howitzer  and  small  arms.  The  river  being  very  nanow,  thoog^  the  di^ 
steers  beautifully,  we  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground  twieep  and  botlt  ttasea 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  riflemen;  but  soon  succeeded,  by  the  aarietaaea  of 
Gaptain  Baxter,  in  the  Treaty,  in  getting  off;  and  then  we  proceeded  dowa  the 
river,  having  to  stand  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  each  sidct  as  the  bhiffii  albided 
a  chance  for  them  to  fire  down  upon  us— a  good  shaie  of  which  the  giHanf 
little  Treaty  had  to  stand,  as  she  followed  the  Pocahontas. 

At  3.40  p.  m.,  whilst  under  a  very  sharp  fire  of  the  eneinyf  Aetinc  Hiid 
Assistant  Engineer  John  A.  Hill  was  wounded  by  a  Ifinie  ballf  and  I  wyet 
to  report  that  his  wound  is  very  dangerous ;  as  yet,  howev^t  I  am  v^oieea  te 
state  that  his  symptoms  are  all  £Bivorable ;  it  is  a  penetmting  wound  of  Ike 
abdomen,  the  ball  having  passed  entirely  throng  his  body.  I  need  not  mf 
that  he  is  receiving  the  most  assiduous  care  of  Dr.  Bhoadea*  and  he  hmm  bem 
removed  to  the  open  deck  under  the  poop,  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  n 
cooler  atmosphere ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  skill  and  attention  can  avnil  liio 
life  will  be  saved. 

At  sunset  we  passed  (Georgetown,  and  anchored  some  £ew  milea  beloiry  nil 
being  able  to  cross  the  flats  at  night ;  and  next  morning  we  got  wider  wnj,  nnd 
stood  down  to  the  light-house,  off  which  we  andiored.    .     *        •        • 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  adniMhii 
behavior  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  on  the  14th  instant.    Tke  eoal* 
ness  and  bravery  of  my  gallant  officers  and  crew  have  elkited  mj 
encomiums,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  their  efficiency,  I  beg  leave  to  i 
I  received  aboard  a  contraband  from  Geoigetown,  who  saw  Waid 
and  who  reports  that  it  was  known  that  this  ship  was  Jilted  wUh 

rapidity  of  our  fire  from  the  great  guns  with  canister  and  gwpe»  

instantly  from  the  rifles,  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  offieen  ana  ennr  tf  iMi 
ship. 

Nor  can  I  say  less  of  the  Treaty,  under  her  gallant  oommandery  wkn 
to  court  the  enemy's  shot,  and  his  gallant  volunteer  ciew  from  the  Gena  of  ifai 


Sea;  and^  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice^the  most  ^cient  eervioea  rrmflwnfl  Iv 


Captain  Baxter  and  the  crew  of  the  Treaty;  they  were  aU 
their  exertions,  and  stood  the  fire  of  the  enemy  in  the  eodleat 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALOB^ 
ZjiVafcmnif 
Admiral  8.  P.  DuPont, 

Comd'g  South  AtUuUie  Blockading  Squadrm^  Fori  Royals  8.  01 


Behavior  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Augusta  in  the  acUan  at  Port  Ra^m^ 

Carolina, 

United  States  Steamer  Augu8Ta» 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  August  27,  IMSL 

Sir:  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Port  Boyal  we  were  deapnteked  wm 
blockading  duty,  and,  consequently,  were  not  present  when  the  reporta  ef  lte 
commanding  officers  of  the  other  vessels  were  sent  in. 

Before  leaving  this  station,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  testify  to  the  gaDanln 
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good  conduct  displayed  on  that  occasion  bj  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Augusta.  They  were  as  cool  as  they  are  any  other  day,  and  I  was  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  precision  of  their  fire. 

The  shot  were  pretty  thick  over  and  around  us,  but  we  were  struck  but  once 
in  the  hull.  This  immunity  I  attribute  to  the  flag-ship  and  other  leading  ships 
receiving  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  and  being  the  chief  objects  of  their  aim. 
Early  in  the  action  we  saw  the  Penguin  near  us,  disabled  by  a  shot,  enveloped 
in  steam,  but  still  keeping  up  her  fire  with  spirit.  We  toot  her  in  tow,  and, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  fight,  passed  the  batteries  with  her,  in  line  with 
the  other  ships. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  PARROTT, 

Commander. 
Bear  Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Attack  on  fort  on  St.  John's  hluff  and  possession  of  St,  John's  river  to  Jack- 

sonville. 

United  States  Ship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  October  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  department  is  doubtless  aware  that  an  attack  by  the  rebels  had 
been  made  some  time  since  on  the  gunboats  employed  on  the  inside  blockade 
of  St.  John's  river. 

A  battery  had  been  erected  on  St.  John's  bluff  and  heavy  guns  planted, 
which  kept  those  small  vessels  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Mayport  mills. 
Commander  Steedman,  with  a  larger  force,  had  been  ordered  by  Admiral 
DuPont  to  look  to  this.  Having  approached  the  fort  and  felt  its  force,  he 
urged  that  troops  might  be  sent  to  aid  in  securing  the  garrison  when  the  battery 
should  be  silenced  by  the  gunboats,  and  to  alter  the  insolent  tone  of  the  rebel 
military  authority  in  that  quarter.  General  Mitchell,  with  his  characteristic 
promptness,  detailed  a  suitable  force  for  the  purpose,  under  Greneral  Brannan, 
which  sailed  hence  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  just  received  the 
report  of  Commander  Steedman,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  the  co-operating 
force  under  General  Brannon  having  arrived  and  landed  with  great  promptness, 
the  gunboats  advanced,  and,  after  a  spirited  and,  as  it  seems,  well-directed  fire, 
silenced  the  battery  which  was  then  occupied  by  our  force.  The  rebels  seem  to 
have  H'tired  in  much  haste,  leaving  guns,  (nine  in  number,  seven  of  which  were 
8-inch  and  two  4^inch  rifles,)  munitions,  provisions,  and  camp  equipage.  This 
success  has  been  without  loss  on  our  side.  TThe  vessels  then  ascended  the  St. 
John's  to  Jacksonville,  and  there  learned  that  the  rebel  forces  had  retreated 
beyond  that  point.   We  retain  possession  of  St.  John's  river  as  far  as  Jacksonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 
Captain,  Comd'g  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

VOL.  Ill 16 
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Further  report  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel  fort  at  St,  John* 9  hluff. 

United  States  Ship  Vermont, 
Tort  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina^  October  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  on  the  5th  instant,  of  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  fort  at  St.  John's  bluff,  ^nth  its  guns  and  munitions  of  war. 

Despatches  from  Commander  Steedman,  of  the  10th,  give  me  further  infor- 
mation from  the  co-operating  forces  there. 

A  joint  expedition  was  sent  up  the  St.  John's  as  far  as  Lake  Beresford,  (a  dis- 
tance of  230  miles)  consisting  of  the  United  States  steamer  E.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Snell,  and  the  anned  steamer  Darlington,  having  on  board  com- 
pany E,  47th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  all  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Williams,  of  the  Paul  Jones.  This  force  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
rebel  steamer  Governor  Morton,  one  of  the  best  boat«  on  the  river,  and  which 
has  been  engaged  in  transporting  guns  to  the  battery. 

Commander  Steedman  compliments  Lieutenant  Commander  Williams  for 
energy  and  intelligence  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  commends  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command  for  zeal  and  energy. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Brannon,  acknowledging  the  hearty 
and  energetic  co-operation  of  Commander  Steedman,  and  commending  the  seal 
and  perseverance  of  his  entire  command  in  all  their  joint  operations.  Such 
acknowledgments  speak  well  for  the  tone  and  spirit  of  both  services,  and  I  heg 
to  commend  General  Brannon's  letter  to  your  notice. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON. 
Captain,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadram. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


IIeadquarters  St.  John's  Eiver  Expedition, 

Steamship  Ben  Diford,  October  12,  1862. 


U 

Charles  Steedman,  United  States  navy,  commanding  the  fleet  of  gunboats  is 
the  St.  John's  river  and  on  the  recent  expedition  for  the  capture  and  destmctkm 
of  the  batteries  on  St.  John's  bluff,  the  most  hearty  and  energetic  action  on 
his  ])art. 

The  entire  naval  force  under  his  command  exhibited  a  zeal  and  persevcranee 
in  every  instance,  whether  in  aiding  my  forces  to  effect  a  landing,  tue  ascent  of 
St  John's  river  (230  miles,)  or  the  assistance  to  one  of  my  transports  unfoitn- 
natoly  injured  in  crossing  the  bar,  that  is  deserving  of  all  praise. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  Captain  Steedman's  conduct  in  thia  expedi- 
tion may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Navy  Department  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  most  re^*pectfllllv,  your  obedient  aeryank. 

JOllN  BRANNON, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding^ 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royals  S.  C. 
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Commander  C,  SteedmafCs  report  of  an  expedition  to  destroy  the  railroad 

bridges  near  Pocotaligo,  S,  C. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  November  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  C.  Steedman,  of 
the  Paul  Jones,  detailing  the  movements  of  the  gimboats  placed  under  his  charge 
in  an  expedition  undertaken  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridges  near  Pocotoligo. 

This  expedition  was  organized  and  partially  carried  out  during  my  absence, 
though  I  was  at  Port  Royal  when  the  gunboats  and  troops  returned. 

As  the  department  will  perceive,  by  the  report  of  Commander  Steedman  as 
well  as  that  of  Lieutenant  Lloyd  Phoenix,  of  the  Wabash,  our  men  behaved  with 
their  usual  gallantry. 

The  only  casualties  were  to  the  men  of  this  ship,  three  of  whom  were  wounded, 
one,  Oscar  Farenholtz,  seriously,  and  two,  David  Morrow  and  John  Barnard, 
slightly. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Clymer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.DUPONT, 
Rear  Admiral t  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Gunboat  Paul  Jones, 

Port  Royal,  S,  C,  October  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  Tuesday,  October  21,  Captain  Godon,  the  senior  officer  commanding  in 
your  absence,  placed  me  in  command  of  the  gunboats  which  were  to  accompany 
and  co-operate  with  General  Brannon's  forces.  The  accompanying  paper,  a 
copy  of  which  was  furnished  each  commander  of  gunboats  and  transports,  gives 
the  names  of  the  vessels,  the  number  of  troops  each  was  to  carry,  the  order  in 
which  to  move,  and  the  directions  to  prevent  any  accidents,  if  possible.  The 
commanders  of  the  gunboats  were  also  assemblea  on  board  of  the  Vermont  by 
Captain  Godon,  and  the  proposed  movement  fully  explained. 

At  sunset,  by  signal  from  the  Vermont,  I  got  under  way  and  proceeded  np  to 
the  mouth  of  Broad  river,  where  I  came  to  anchor,  the  other  vessels  following 
and  taking  their  stations  in  line.  Af\er  anchoring.  General  Brannon  called  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  consultation,  and  at  his  request  the  three  launches  of 
the  Wabash  and  one  from  this  vessel  were  despatched  up  the  river  in  tow  of  a 
small  tug,  carrying  one  hundred  men  of  General  Terry's  command,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surprising  the  picket  guards  of  the  enemy  at  Mackey's  Point  and  Cuth- 
beri's  Landing.  The  orders  were,  that  the  tug  should  proceed  up  within  two 
miles  of  these  points,  when  the  troops  were  to  be  taken  on  board  of  the  launches, 
and  continue  up  cautiously,  to  effect  the  object  in  view.  I  will  here  inform  you 
that  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  contraband  guide  who  accompanied  the 
Wabash's  launches,  the  party  failed  in  their  object  of  capturing  the  picket 
guard  at  Mackey*s  Point.  The  party  in  the  Paul  Jones's  launch,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  Ormond,  being  more  fortunate  in  having  a  good  guide,  was  suc- 
cessful in  every  respect. 

At  12^  a.  m.  of  the  22d  the  signal  for  getting  underway  was  made,  and, 
allowing  thirty  minutes  for  the  rest  of  the  vessels  to  get  ready,  this  vessel 
weighed  and  stood  up  the  river,  following  a  tug  in  t^harge  of  Lieutenant  Preston, 
who  was  kind  to  show  the  way  above  the  flats.     To  this  officer  I  am  much  in- 
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debted  for  the  valuable  assistaDce  be  afforded  me  in  starting  the  expedition. 
The  Ben  Deford,  with  General  Brannon  on  board,  followed  close  by.  l^rocced- 
ing  slowly  up  the  river  (making  but  six  revolutions,)  I  arrived  and  anchored 
just  above  Mackey's  Point  at  4 J  a.  m.,  accompanied  only  by  the  Ben  Deford. 

I  regret  to  say  that  at  daylight  not  a  vessel  of  the  expedition  waa  in  sight, 
nor  did  they  make  their  appearance  until  sometime  after  sunrise— the  cause  of 
this  can  be  explained  by  their  respective  commanders. 

I  have  since  learned  from  Commander  Worden,  of  the  Gonemangh,  that  the 
signal  for  getting  under  way  was  not  seen  by  him,  and  when  ho  did  move,  owing 
to  his  having  no  copy  of  the  order  of  sailing  and  directions  for  passing  the  lights, 
his  vessel  grounded  by  passing  on  the  wrong  side  of  one  of  them.  The  Cone- 
maugh,  the  third  vessel  in  line,  in  not  getting  under  way  and  then  grounding,  I 
am  satisfied  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  disarrangement  and  delay  of  the 
other  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  Marblehead  and  Water  Witch,  which 
ran  afoul  of  each  other,  got  out  of  line,  and  did  not  leave  the  anchorage  until 
daylight. 

Upon  anchoring,  the  disembarcation  of  troops  was  at  once  commeiiced  from 
the  Ben  Deford,  and  continued  from  the  other  vessels  as  they  came  up.  I  must 
here  say  that  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats  deserve  praise  for  their  activity 
and  energy  in  assisting  the  disembarcation.  By  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  whole  force 
was  landed  and  moved  on  t<Sf  meet  the  enemy. 

At  the  request  of  General  Brannon  the  Uncas  was  ordered  to  proceed  up  the 
Pocotaligo  and  the  Patroon  and  Vixen  up  the  Coosawhatchie  rivers,  the  Litter 
vessels  to  cover  the  landing  of  Colonel  Barton's  command  on  board  the  Planter. 
These  vessels  rendered  efficient  service,  and  I  take  much  pleasure  in  commend- 
ing the  conduct  of  their  officers  and  crews.  The  three  howitzers  of  the  Wahash, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Phoenix  and  Ensigns  Wallace,  Pearsons,  and  AdanUt 
by  request  of  General  Brannon,  were  landed  and  placed  under  his  orders.  The 
good  services  rendered  by  these  guns,  and  the  gallantry  and  skill  of  the  officen 
and  men  in  handling  them,  are,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  general,  beyond  praiae. 

From  this  time  until  sunset  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  within  my 
observation.  At  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  message  from  the  genenJ 
announcing  his  intention  of  falling  back,  and  requesting  me  to  keep  a  good  look- 
out in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  harass  his  rear.  I  made  arrangements 
accordingly. 

Having  received  a  message  from  Captain  Coriell,  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, requesting  the  services  of  our  surgeons,  I  directed  all  of  them  to  proeeed 
on  shore  at  once  and  report  to  the  medical  director,  which  was  promptly  done* 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  they  rendered  very  valuable  aid  in  attending  to  the 
wounded. 

The  next  day  (23d  instant)  the  troops  were  embarked,  and  as  each  vessd 
received  its  quota  on  board  it  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Hilton  Head,  thk 
vessel,  the  Marblehead,  and  the  Vixen,  remaining  to  cover  and  bring  up  the  lesr. 
By  sunset  the  whole  force  was  re-embarked,  and  by  10  o'clock  p.  m.  the  last  of 
them  arrived  ojff  Hilton  Head. 

To  Ensign  Johnson,  who  accompanied  me  as  aid  and  signal  officer,  I  am 
much  indebted. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say  anything  in  praise  of  the  general  in  command  of  the 
expedition,  except  that  1  shall  always  esteem  myself  fortunate  in  having  served 
on  two  separate  occasions  with  tliat  gallant,  able,  and  courteous  gentleman. 

It  will  afford  you  gratification  to  learn  that  the  utmost  cordiality  existed 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  service. 
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lu  conclnsion,  I  mast  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  good  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  on  board  this  vessel. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  Lieutenant  Phcenix's  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  STEEDMAN, 

Commander,  United  Slates  Navy. 
Rear  Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Wabash, 

Port  Royah  S.  C,  October  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  12-pounder  boat  howitzers  from  the 
Wabash,  under  my  charge,  were  landed  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  at  Mackey's 
Point.  The  howitzers,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  were,  respectively,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Ensigns  Wallace,  Adams,  and  Piersons.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Mc Sherry  accompanied  the  expedition. 

The  men  had  been  pulling  in  the  boats  since  1  o'clock  the  previous  night,  and 
were  by  no  means  fresn  on  the  morning  of  the  landing;  nevertheless  they  cheer* 
fully  took  their  places  at  the  drag-ropes,  and  kept  up  their  zeal  and  spirit 
throughout  the  expedition.  After  a  march  of  about  nve  miles,  over  part  of 
which  we  were  ably  assisted  at  the  drag-ropes  by  a  detachment  from  the  third 
Rhode  Island  artillery,  the  infantry  met  the  euemy  in  the  woods,  while  their 
artillery  opened  on  us  over  the  trees. 

The  howitzers  were  immediately  thrown  into  battery,  and  commenced  a  rapid 
discharge  of  shrapnell  and  shells.  The  enemy  having  fallen  back,  we  advanced 
with  tbc  troops,  although  a  few  rounds  of  cannister  were  all  the  ammunition  left 
to  us.  On  arriving  at  the  position  from  which  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  fire, 
we  found  part  of  a  rebel  caisson  filled  with  12-pounder  shells.  After  filling  our 
ammunition  boxes  with  these,  we  proceeded  on,  as  fast  possible,  to  the  iVont, 
where  our  forces  were  already  engaged. 

On  the  road  one  piece  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  left,  which  was  then 
seriously  threatened.  The  other  two  came  into  action  with  the  centre,  and 
commenced  firing  with  shells.  This  was  continued  until  our  shells  were  all 
expended,  except  two  for  each  gun,  when  the  order  came  to  cease  firing,  and 
reserve  our  remaining  ammunition  in  case  the  enemy  advanced.  The  guns  were 
accordingly  loaded  with  cannister  and  planted  in  the  road.  Our  position  w$s 
shifted  to  the  rear  from  time  to  time.  As  our  forces  were  ordered  to  fall  to  the 
rear,  a  shell  was  occasionally  thrown  into  the  enemy's  position  as  we  moved  to 
the  rear;  but,  as  they  did  not  pursue,  this  was  soon  rendered  unnecessary. 
When  the  order  to  retreat  came,  the  howitzers  were  secured  and  moved  with  the 
roar  of  the  army.  The  retreat  was  commenced  a  little  after  sunset,  and,  after  a 
long,  weary  miirch  of  over  four  hours,  we  arrived  at  the  landing,  from  which  the 
boats  took  us  to  the  Paul  Jones.  The  morning  of  the  23d  was  occupied  in 
trann porting  troops  in  our  boats  from  the  landing  to  the  transports.  In  the 
afternoon  the  launch  and  first  cutter  were  ordered  up  the  Pocotaligo  river  to 
shell  any  of  the  enemy's  pickets  that  might  show  themselves.  A  party  of 
thcHC  were  seen  slowly  advancing  towards  the  ferry,  but  were  soon  dispensed 
with  a  few  shells.  After  remaining  here  until  all  the  troops  were  on  board  the 
trail?* port :<,  we  returned  to  the  Paul  Jones,  and  from  thence  to  the  Wabash.  I 
regret  to  say  that  David  Morrow  (seaman)  was  wounded  in  the  breast,  Oscar 
Fahrenholtz  (ordinary  seaman)  seriously  in  the  arm,  and  John  Bernard  (lands- 
man) slightly  injured  by  the  recoil  of  a  gun.  - 

The  olficers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  performing  every 
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service  with  the  alacrity  of  sailors,  and  bearing  all  the  harcl ships  of  the  march 
with  the  utmost  perseverance  and  fortitude.     I  am  much  indebted  to  Captain 
Gomstock's  company,  of  the  third  Rhode  Island  artillery,  for  the  assistance 
rendered  in  dragging  the  pieces. 
Very  respectfully, 

LLOYD  PHCENIX,  Lieutenant. 
Commander  Chas.  Steedman, 

Com'g  United  States  Steamer  Paid  Jones. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Part  Roy  ah  S,  C,  October  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  as  the  extent  of  the  casualties  to  the 
detachments  sent  from  this  ship  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  the  engagement 
with  the  enemy  on  the  22d  instant,  viz :  two  gunshot  wounds,  of  which  one  is 
serious,  and  one  contusion,  (?)  as  follows :  Oscar  Farcnholtz,  ordinary  seaman, 
badly  wounded  in  the  left  fore  arm,  the  ball  being  deeply  lodgea;  David 
Morrow,  seaman,  wounded  on  the  front  of  the  chest.  The  ball  traversed  five 
inches  beneath  the  skin,  and  passed  out  without  penetrating  the  chest;  injury 
not  serious.  John  Barnard,  ordinary  seaman,  knocked  down  and  run  over  by  a 
gun-carriage,  bruised  on  the  chest  and  right  leg,  apparently  not  seriously. 
I  am,  respectfully,  4pc., 

GEO.  CLYMER,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Rear  Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

ConCg  South  Atlantic  Block* g  Squadron. 


• 

d 

• 

Name  of  vessel. 

• 

a 

o 

• 

o 

Regiment. 

Name  of  pilot. 

Name  of  sig- 
nal ofiScer. 

1 

Paul  Jones.. •••. 

Wabash's 
launches. 

Wm.  Jenkins  ••••••  .•••..•... 

Lt.  Town  ... 

2 

Ben  Deford 

Conemaugh 

WUsahickon  .... 
Boston  --... .... 

900 
350 
250 
880 
50 
50 
300 
200 
230 

70 

300 
130 
250 
300 

Lt.  Hill  .... 

3 

Samnel  Huguenin  ............ 

Lt.  Vidall  .. 

4 

5 

Captain  Crowell 

Evan  Brown,  (Coosawhatchie).. 

Lt.  Cro68.... 

6 

Patroon 

Uncas ..«>.... 

Darlington 

Relief  and  sch'r. 
Maiblehead .. 

Vixen 

7 

8 

9 

Neptune  Huinienin......  ...... 

10 

R.  I.   1st 
artillery. 
R.  I.   Ist 
artillerj. 
76th  Pa. 
76th  Pa- 

Isaac  ...... ..........  .... .... 

Lt  Hatfield. 

11 

Georsre  MacVie.  fPocotalisro)  -.. 

12 

Flora 

13 

Water  Witch.... 
G  eo.  Washington . 
Planter .... 

Maurice  Scott  ................ 

Lt.  Finley.. 

u 

15 

Kam .  Ponfi 

Lt.  Hamnes. 

•""•"■"■'""     ■  -    «    .----.- 

1 

Memoranda. 

1.  Three  red  lights  displayed  at  the  masthead  of  the  Paul  Jones  will  be  the 
signal  to  get  under  way. 

2.  Entering  Broad  riyer  vessels  will  pass  on hand  of  the  1st  red 
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light,  (on  Kamak,)  on  the  port  hand  of  2d  red  light,  (in  small  boat,)  and  on 
the  starboard  hand  of  3d  red  light,  (on  schooner  America.) 

3.  No  masthead  lights  will  be  carried.     All  other  lights  mnst  be  carefullj 
concealed. 

4.  Each  vessel  will  follow  carefully  in  the  wake  of  its  immediate  leader,  and 
keep  as  close  to  him  as  practicable. 

5.  Ben  Deford  tows  flat  No.  1,  with  horses  and  artillerj'. 

6.  Boston  tows  flat  No.  2,  with  horses  and  artillery. 


GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Captain  Eagle  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  pri- 
vateer Royal  Yacht. 

United  States  Frigate  Santee, 
Off  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  forwarded  to  Flag-Officer 
Wm.  W.  McKean  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  privateer  Royal  Yacht,  in  the 
harbor  of  Galveston,  Texas,  at  about  2  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant, 
by  the  Ist  and  2d  launches  of  this  ship.  Among  the  brave  officers  and  men 
Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett  and  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunner,  were  conspicuous 
for  their  coolness  and  courage.     They  were  the  first  to  board  the  vessel. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  1  would  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Jouett;  he  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  arm  and  side 
at  the  commencement  of  the  contest.  Although  suflering  from  wounds  and  loss 
of  blood  he  showed  great  firmness  throughout;  and,  after  setting  fire  to  the 
vessel,  he  was  three  hours  in  the  launch,  nulling  for  the  ship,  and  had  the  care 
of  twelve  prisoners  and  six  of  his  woundea  men.  I  can,  with  confidence,  recom- 
mend him  for  a  command  of  any  vessel  in  the  service  suitable  to  his  rank, 
although  I  should  much  regret  his  detachment  from  this  ship,  as  he  is  a  very 
efficient  officer.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  wounded  are  doing  well. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  EAGLE,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Capt.  Henry  Eagle  reports  the  death  of  Henry  Garcia  and  John  L,  Emerson. 

United  States  Frigate  Santee, 
Off  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  during  the  attack  upon  the  privateer  schooner 
Royal  Yacht,  in  Galveston  harbor,  by  our  boats,  (Ist  and  2d  launches,)  at  3  a. 
m.  of  the  8th  instant,  Henry  Garcia,  seaman,  was  killed,  and  that  John  L. 
Emerson,  coxswain,  died  on  the  10th  instant  from  the  effects  of  wounds  received 
during  the  contest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  EAGLE,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WoMhingUm,  D.  C. 
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Cajtture  of  the  privateer  Royal   Yacht,  at  Galveston,   Texas,  on  the  Sth  of 

November t  1861. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  intelligence  of  a  most  gallant 
exploit,  at  Galveston,  highly  creditable  to  both  officers  and  men  who  were 
engaged  in  it.  I  herewith  transmit  Captain  Eagle's  report  in  regard  to  it;  also 
a  copy  of  his  report  to  me,  and  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Jouett's  report  to  him,  to 
which  I  refer  you  for  the  particulars  of  the  affair. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Officer,  Com'g  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Frigate  Santee, 
,  Off  Galveston  Bar,  Texas,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  an  expe- 
dition left  this  ship,  composed  of  the  first  and  second  launches,  armed  with  how- 
itzers, under  command  of  Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett  and  John  J.  Mitchell, 
with  Mr.  William  Carter,  gunner,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  W.  Adams, 
which  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  resulted  in  the  total  destruction,  by  fire,  of  the 
schooner  Royal  Yacht,  captured  after  a  desperate  encounter.  She  was  a  large 
schooner,  with  accommodations  for  about  twenty-five  persons.  She  carried  a 
32-pound  gun  on  a  circle,  and  was  handsomely  fitted  up.  She  appeared  nightly 
off  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  I  was  apprehensive  that  she  was  fitted  out 
as  a  privateer,  and  was  awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  to  escape. 

Thirteen  prisoners  were  taken,  three  of  whom  are  wounded.  Several  of  the 
rebels  were  killed.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  add  that  Henry  Garcia, 
seaman,  was  killed  during  the  action,  and  John  L.  Emerson,  coxswain,  has  since 
died  of  his  wounds.  Lieutenant  James  E.  Jouett  and  Mr.  William  Carter,  gun- 
ner, are  wounded,  but  are  doing  well ;  their  services  we  shall  not  have  for  some 
time.  The  following  men  are  wounded :  Edward  Conway,  gunner's  mate;  Greo. 
Bell,  coxswain ;  Francis  Brown,  seaman ;  Hugh  McGregor,  ordinary  seaman ; 
and  Charles  Hawkins,  seaman.  The  surgeon  reports  that  they  are  all  doing 
well.  A  copy  of  my  orders  and  Lieutenant  Jouett's  official  report,  with  my 
remarks  upon  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition, I  will  forward  by  the  next  steamer.  Lieutenant  Jouett  is  not  yet  well 
enough  to  make  out  his  report.  The  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  New  York  by 
the  next  steamer.  One  of  them  is  the  notorious  villain  Thomas  Chubb;  and  it 
is  my  opinion  that  they  are  a  desperate  set  of  fellows.  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  mention  that  we  are  very  short  of  officers,  on  account  of  so  many  having 
been  transfen'ed,  two  being  away  in  the  prize,  two  being  in  the  schooners,  and 
the  illncs?8  of  Lieutenant  Jouett  and  Mr.  Carter.  I  respectfully  request  that 
Acting  Master  Freeman,  or  some  watch  officer,  may  be  ordered  to  this  ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENllY  EAGLE,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKea  n. 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
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United  States  Frigate  Santeb, 
Off  Galve^tan  Bar,  Texas,  November  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  7th  instant,  I  took  the  first  and 
second  launches,  and,  at  11.40  p.  m.  that  day,  proceeded  into  the  harbor,  in- 
tending, if  we  could  pass  the  armed  schooner  guarding  the  channel,  and  the 
Bolivar  and  Point  forts,  to  try  to  surprise  and  bum  the  man-of-war  steamer 
General  Rusk,  lying  under  Pelican  island  fort. 

We  succeeded  in  passing  the  schooner  and  two  forts ;  but  in  attempting  to 
avoid  the  sentinels  on  Pelican  fort,  we  grounded  on  the  Bolivar  spit.  At  this 
juncture  we  were  discovered.  Deeming  it  imprudent,  after  this  discovery,  to 
encounter  so  large  a  vessel,  and  so  heavily  armed  and  manned,  I  determined  to 
abandon  that  portion  of  the  expedition. 

As  had  been  my  intention,  in  returning  we  boarded,  and  after  a  sharp  conflict, 
captured  the  armed  schooner  Royal  Yacht.  We  took  a  few  stands  .of  arms, 
thirteen  prisoners,  and .  her  colors.  As  our  pilot  had  been  shot  down,  and  the 
schooner  nad  received  a  shell  between  wind  and  water,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisa- 
ble to  attempt  to  bring  her  out ;  we  therefore  burned  her,  after  spiking  her  gun, 
a  light  32-pounder.     After  this  we  returned  to  the  ship. 

I  regret  to  state  that  one  man  was  killed,  two  officers  and  six  men  wounded, 
one  mortally,  who  has  since  died. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  JOUETT, 
Litutenant  United  States  Navy, 

Captain  Henry  Eagle, 

Commanding  United  States  Frigate  Santee. 

Approved. 

HENRY  EAGLE,  Captain. 


general  order 
To  be  read  on  the  quarter-deck  of  every  ship  attached  to  the  Gulf  squadron. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

December  7,  1862. 

The  commander-in-chief  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  is  anxious  to  express,  in  the  most  public  manner,  his  entire  appreciation 
of  the  gallantry  and  coolness  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  United 
States  frigate  Santee,  engaged  in  the  expedition,  for  the  seizure  and  destruction 
of  the  privateer  schooner  Royal  Yacht  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston  on  the  night 
of  the  7th  ultimo. 

He  desires  to  assure  them  that  he  fully  shares  the  satisfaction  they  must  feel 
at  the  brilliant  success  which  crowned  their  efforts  ;  offers  his  sincere  sympathy 
to  the  wounded,  and  to  the  friends  of  those  whose  lives  were  given  to  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country;  and,  while  expressing  his  conviction  that  their  names  will 
be  enrolled  by  a  grateful  country  among  those  who  in  former  years  have  shed 
so  bright  a  lustre  upon  the  American  navy,  feels  confident  that  the  survivors 
will  unite  with  him  in  thanksgivings  to  the  protecting  providence  manifested 
to  tliem  whUe  engaged  in  so  hazardous  an  enterprise. 

W.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Combined  attack  of  the  Niagara  and  Rich?nond  on  the  rebels  off*  Fort  Pickens, 

November  22,  1861. 

United  States  Flag  Ship  Niagara, 

Of  Fort  Pickens,  November  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  on  the  22d  instant,  a  combined 
attack  was  made  upon  the  rebels  at  this  place,  by  Colonel  Brown,  of  Fort 
Pickens,  and  the  United  States  ships  Niagara  and  Richmond,  under  my  com- 
mand. 

By  previous  arrangement  the  ships  were  to  attack  Fort  McRea  and  the  ad- 
joining water  batteries ;  I  had,  therefore,  lightened  this  sliip  as  much  as' possible, 
by  sending  down  and  landing  the  top-gallant  masts,  together  with  all  the  spare 
spars,  hoisting  out  all  the  boats,  and  placing  the  howitzers  in  them  in  readiness 
for  service,  and,  as  she  had  but  little  coal  or  provision  on  board,  succeeded  in 
redifbing  her  draught  to  twenty-one  feet  ten  inches. 

During  the  night  of  the  21st  instant  a  position  had  been  selected,  and  a  buoy 
placed  in  four  fathoms  water,  and  on  the  following  morning  at  10  o'clock,  at  the 
firing  of  the  first  gun  from  the  fort  (the  signal  agreed  upon)  the  Niagara  stood 
in,  followed  by  the  Richmond,  and  both  ships  came  to  anchor  with  springs  on 
their  cables,  the  Niagara  in  four  fathoms  and  the  Richmond  in  twenty  feet  water, 
Fort  McRea  bearing  from  the  Niagara  about  north,  distance  two  miles. 

We  immediately  opened  fire,  but  finding  the  shells  from  the  Niagara  fell 
sohrt,  boats  were  sent  out  to  sound,  and  a  buoy  placed  in  twenty-three  feet  water, 
near  to  the  edge  of  the  shoal,  distant  from  Fort  McRea  about  one  mile  and 
three-quarters. 

At  ten  minutes  after  12  o'clock  we  weighed,  stood  in  to  the  buoy,  anchored, 
and  sprung  the  starboard  broadside  to  bear.  Our  fire  was  then  resumed  with 
marked  effect;  many  of  our  shells  falling  directly  into  the  sand  battery  and  fort, 
and  several  apparently  passing  through  the  wall.  At  3.15  p.  m.  the  sand  bat- 
tery was  silenced  for  the  day  by  the  cross-fire  from  the  ships  and  fort.  The 
barbette  guns  of  McRea  were  silenced  almost  immediately  after  opening  fire, 
and  the  fire  from  the  casemate  guns  was  gradually  slackened,  till  at  5  p.  m.  it 
was  silenced  entirely.     That  the  injury  to  McRea  must  be  very  considerable  is 

S roved  by  the  fact  that  not  a  gun  was  fired  from  that  fort  during  the  second 
ay's  bombardment. 
The  Richmond,  owing  to  her  light  draught  of  water,  was  able  to  take  a  posi- 
tion closer  to  the  northern  shore  than  the  Niagara,  and  so  far  in  the  rear  of  Tboth 
fort  and  battery  that  their  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  her.  For 
several  hours  she  escaped  without  a  shot,  but  in  the  afternoon  a  marked  battery 
among  the  sand-hills,  on  the  main  land  back  of  the  lagoon,  opened  upon  her. 
Finding  that  the  rebels  were  getting  her  range  she  changed  her  position,  and 
shortly  after,  fearing  that  she  had  been  struck,  and  perceiving  that  her  shells 
fell  considerably  short  of  the  enemy,  I  signalled  her  to  drop  out  of  the  line  of 
fire.  The  guns  in  this  masked  battery  were,  I  think,  rifled,  and  of  very  heavy 
calibre,  throwing  sliclls  over  and  considerably  beyond  her. 

About  6  p.  m.  a  sudden  squall  came  up  from  the  northward  and  westward, 
the  wind  blowing  very  fresh,  with  heavy  rain.  This  caused  a  fall  in  the  tide, 
and  the  ship  touching  the  bottom  we  were  obliged  to  weigh  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  stand  out  into  deeper  water  for  the  night.  The  enemy  availed  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  to  repair  the  sand  battery,  and  mount  in  it  several 
guns  of  heavy  calibre. 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  following  morning,  the  wind  still  fresh  from  the  northward 
and  westward,  we  again  got  under  way,  stood  in,  anchored  in  four  fathoms 
water,  (there  being  some  swell,)  and  opened  fire.  This  was  returned  briskly 
from  the  sand  battery.     Finding  that  our  shells  fell  short,  ceased  firing,  and  (as 
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the  buoy  which  we  had  placed  on  the  previous  evening  to  mark  our  position 
had  been  blown  adrift  during  the  night,)  sent  boats  to  sound ;  weighed  and  stood 
closer  in,  anchoring  in  twenty-three  feet  water,  again  opening  our  fire.  Our 
shells,  however,  still  fell  short.  As  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  closer,  (the 
ship  touching  the  bottom  occasionally,)  I  careened  her  as  much  as  possible  to 
obtain  more  elevation,  increased  the  charges,  and  spent  more  than  an  hour  in 
trying  every  possible  expedient  to  make  our  shot  reach,  but  without  success. 

During  tnis  time  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling  thick  about  and  passing 
over  us,  some  going  far  beyond.  I  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty  to  withdraw 
the  ship,  and  to  have  retained  our  position  would  have  been  to  expose  both  her 
and  the  crew  to  serious  injury  with  no  possible  advantage.  Our  not  being  able 
to  get  within  range  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  northerly  wind  had  lowered 
the  water,  and  was  directly  inface  of  our  fire. 

The  Richmond  having  expended  her  20  fuzes  on  the  previous  day,  and  being 
satisfied  that  her  guns  were  outranged  by  those  of  the  enemy,  I  deemed  it  best 
that  she  should  not  join  in  the  attack.  Two  shot<)  struck  tliis  ship,  one  abaft 
the  fore  chains,  lodging  between  the  outer  and  inner  planking  ;*^the  other  a  little 
forward  of  the  mizzen  chains,  passing  through  the  planking,  and  lodging  in  one 
of  the  knees,  starting  both  the  knee  and  the  inner  planking ;  the  injury,  how- 
ever, is  trifling. 
1  The  Richmond  also  received  two  shots— one  struck  forward,  shattering  the 
rail  and  hammock  nettings,  the  other  was  a  shell,  which  glanced  under  her 
counter  and  exploded  in  the  water,  some  four  feet  below  the  sui-face,  breaking 
and  pressing  inboard  several  of  her  planks,  and  causing  a  serious  leak. 

The  loss  in  the  engagement  was  one  man  killed  on  board  the  Richmond  by  a 
shot,  and  seven  slightly  wounded  by  the  splinters.  The  Niagara,  though  so 
much  exposed,  especially  on  the  second  day,  escaped  entirely. 

I  would  here  remark  that  the  experience  gained  in  this  affair  has  convinced 
me  that  ships  cannot  operate  effectively  against  forts  and  earthworks  unless 
they  can  approach  within  a  few  hundred  yards.  Had  the  ships  been  able  to 
run  dose  in  to  McRea  our  batteries,  in  my  opinion,  could  have  demolished  both 
it  and  the  sand  battery  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  principal  object  of  the  bombardment,  the  destniction  of  the  navy  yard, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  not  accomplished,  but  the  shells  from  Fort  PJckens  set 
fire  to  the  town  of  Warrington,  which  is  completely  destroyed,  also  the  marine 
barracks,  thereby  depriving  the  enemy  of  comfortable  quarters. 

I  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  fact  that  neither  this  ship  nor  the  Rich- 
mond were  furnished  by  the  ordnance  department  with  any  fuzes  longer  than 
15",  nor  am  I  aware  of  there  being  any  in  the  squadron.  Had  it  not  been  for 
a  supply  of  20"  fuzes,  furnished  by  Colonel  Brown,  the  ships  could  not  have 
aided  in  the  bombardment.  It  is  useless  to  furnish  shell-guns  of  long  range, 
unless  fuzes  to  correspond  are  provided. 

I  am  greatly  disappointed  in  the  range  of  the  11-inch  guns,  for  with  an 
elevation  of  16^  (the  most  we  could  get  aiier  careening  the  ship)  we  could  not 
obtain  a  range  of  two  miles. 

I  ordered  a  survey  upon  the  Richmond,  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  trans- 
mit,) and  shall  send  her  to  Key  West  to  repair  th^  iojury  from  the  shot,  and 
also  that  received  while  in  the  Mississippi,  as  the  j|piiehorage  here  is  too  much 
exposed,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  land  her  gao0» 

1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  notes  fumlBluii  by  Captain  Ellison.     He 
reports  to  me  favorably  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board  his  ship.    On  board  this 
ship  all  did  their  duty ;  both  officers  and  crew  were  in  high  spirits. 
I  am,  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Fktg' Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDRON  Wbllbs, 

Sectctary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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United  States  Flao-Ship  Niagara, 

Off  Fart  Pickens,  November  25,  1861. 

GEx\tlemen  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  hold  a  carefiil  survey  upon  the  United 
States  steamer  Richmond,  and  report  to  me  the  extent  of  the  injury  received  by 
her  during  the  attack  on  Fort  McRea  and  the  adjoining  water  battery  on  the 
22d  instant. 

Also  whether,  in  your  opinion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  out  the  guns  and 
lighten  the  ship  in  order  to  ejffect  the  needed  repaira. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  J.  C.  P.  DeKrafft. 
Lieutenant  R.  L.  May. 
Carpenter  John  Ralnbow. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Off  Fort  Pickens,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  within  order,  we  have  held  a  careful  survey  on  the 
steamer  Richmond,  and  find  the  injuries  sustained  by  her  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
McRea  and  the  neighboring  sand  batteries  consist  of  two  shot  holes,  one  over 
number  three  starboard  gun,  cutting  entirely  through  the  swinging  booms  and 
the  main  rail  in  the  centre  of  the  port,  and  passing  through  'the  opposite  port. 
Also  a  shot  hole  under  the  starbord  quarter,  about  four  feet  under  water,  caus- 
ing a  bad  leak  by  crushing  in  the  outer  planking  between  two  of  the  timbers 
on  a  line  with  the  after  orlop  deck  beams. 

In  our  opinion,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  take  out  the  guns,  but  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  by  selecting  a  smooth- water  harbor  the  ship  can  be  tipped 
by  the  bow  and  heeled  to  port,  so  as  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  by  using  a 
coffer-dam. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  C.  P.  DeKRAFFT. 
ROB'T  L.  MAY,  Lieutenant. 
JOHN  RAINBOW,  Carpenter. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Umted  States  Steamer  Richmond, 
Off"  Pensacola  Bar,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  following  rough  notes  on  the  ac- 
tion of  to-day.  At  9.55  a.  m.  Fort  Pickens  and  batteries  opened  fire  upon  the 
navy  yard,  &c. ;  at  10  we  got  under  way ;  at  10.10  beat  to  quarters ;  at  10.20 
Fort  McRea  opened  fire  on  the  fleet,  shot  falling  short ;  at  10.35  spoke  the  flag- 
officer  ;  at  10.45  let  go  the  stream  anchor  with  a  spring,  and  brought  the  star- 
bootrd  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  enemy ;  at  1 1  a.  m.  tired  forecastle  gun  and 
the  starboard  battery,  our  shot  falling  short ;  at  10.30  our  shot  began  to  ta.ke 
effect  on  the  fort,  the  enemy's  shell  falling  short ;  at  12.05  firing  forecastle 
gunonly,  with  20"  shell  and  hollow  shot ;  at  12.25  p.  m.  a  masked  battery 
opened  fire  on  us  from  the  woods  to  the  westward  of  Fort  McRea ;  at  12.50 
eased  our  spring  cable  ;  at  12.55  piped  one  watch  to  dinner ;  at  2.40  still  firing 
deliberately  at  both  the  battery  and  the  fort,  shot  doing  some  execution ;  at 
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2.45  the  buildings  ontside  of  the  fort  discovered  to  be  on  fire ;  at  3  p.  m.  a  shot 
from  the  masked  battery  struck  this  ship  between  wind  and  water,  between  the 
main  and  mizzen  chains,  the  leak  discovered  in  the  starboard  spirit  room ;  a  t 
3.20  4he  fire  from  the  masked  battery  quite  rapid — Fort  McRca  silent ;  at  4.20 
p.  m.  a  shot  from  the  battery  struck  this  ship  by  number  two  gun,  killing  the 
captain  of  the  gun  and  wounding  seven  men,  breaking  the  swinging  boom  and 
shattering  the  rail  and  hammock  nettings,  &c. ;  at  4.30  the  fire  from  the  battery 
very  accurate,  the  shells  bursting  near  and  around  us  ;  at  4.50  p.  m.  the  flag- 
officer  made  signal  12,18 ;  at  5  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor,  gave  the  battery  our  full 
starboard  battery,  and  stood  for  the  flag^ship ;  at  5.05  the  flag-officer  made  sig- 
nal 222 ;  at  5.10  beat  retreat ;  at  5.15  spoke  the  flag-officer ;  at  6  p.  m.  anchored 
in  six  and  a  half  (6^)  fathoms  water. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALTON  GRINNELL, 
Acting  Master^ s  Mate  and  aid  to  Captain, 
Captain  F.  B.  Ellison, 

United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Approved. 

F.  B.  ELLISON,  Captain. 


Engagement  between  the  HunUville  and  the  rebel  steamer  Strike,  December 

24,  1861. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  December  30,  1861. 

Sir:  *  •  *  •  •  •  • 

On  the  25th  instant  I  received  a  communication  from  Captain  Powell,  report- 
ing that  the  Huntsville  had  been  attacked  on  the  previous  day  by  a  rebel 
steamer  of  much  superior  force,  supposed  to  be  the  Strike,  but  had  beaten  her 
off  without  loss.  Commander  Price  could  not  follow  up  the  advantage  on  ac- 
count of  the  reef,  the  Strike  being  inside  of  the  harbor.  For  the  particulars  of 
the  engagement,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  communication  of  Captain 
Powell  and  the  report  of  Commander  Cicero  Price,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 

transmitted. 

•  ••  •  •  ••• 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  Squadron, 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


United  Statb^i  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  December  25,  1861. 

Commodore  :  I  herewith  forward  report  of  Commander  Price,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Huntsville,  of  his  encounter  with  the  rebel  steamer,  supposed  to 
be  the  Strike. 

Commander  Price  promptly  engaged  this  vessel  for  nearly  an  hour,  and  drove 
her  off  without  injury  to  Im  vessel  or  people,  and  but  for  the  reef  between 
would  have  closed*  althongli  greatly  inferior  in  force. 
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Unable  to  approach  the  scene,  I  had  yet  a  good  view,  and  consider  that  Com- 
mander Price  conducted  the  affair  with  great  gallantry  and  skill. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  POWELL,  Captain. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Cmnmanding  Gulf  Squadron,  Ship  Island, 


United  States  Steamer  Huntsvillb, 

Of  Mobile  Bay,  December  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  morning  the  Potomac  made  signal  No.  333,  whereupon,  recalling 
my  boat  from  sounding  the  channel  near  Pelican  island,  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Gaines,  I  got  under  way  and  stood  for  her. 

On  my  way  up  a  rebel  steamer,  which  we  call  the  Strike,  painted  black, 
with  two  masts,  and  very  low  in  the  water,  opened  fire  at  me  from  inside  the 
reef,  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Morgan.  I  stood  close  into  the  reef  and  opened 
upon  him  in  return  from  my  pivot  gun  and  a  32-pounder  aft,  bat  soon  observed 
that  the  shot  of  the  latter  fell  short,  and  so  continued  with  my  pivot  only. 

Firing  was  kept  up  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  between  us,  the  rebel 
steamer  firing  rapidly  from  two  rifled  guns,  and  one  or  two  of  smooth  bore. 
Several  rifled  projectiles  passed  immediately  over  this  ship,  and  a  dozen  or 
more  burst  all  around  us,  without,  however,  doing  any  damage  to  the  hull  or 
crew.  I  think  I  struck  her  several  times,  when  she  finally  drew  off  and  run 
under  Fort  Morgan.  All  the  forces  at  the  fort  were  apparently  out  to  witness 
the  affair,  and  the  tops  and  yards  of  the  Potomac  were  also  filled  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  Potomac  prepared  to  get  under  way  and  come  to  my  assistance 
with  her  rifled  gun,  but  the  wind  was  too  light  for  her  to  do  anything.  Had  I 
have  had  her  rifled  gun  the  result  might  have  been  different  to  the  rebel 
steamer.  The  distance  between  us  was  perhaps  from  one  and  a  half  to  two 
and  a  half  miles.  Her  object  was  doubtless  to  try  her  new  rifled  guns  as  well 
as  to  draw  my  own  fire,  and  ascertain  what  guns  I  carried.  She  fired  fifty 
guns,  I  suppose,  and  I  fired  about  half  that  number.  It  is  unaccountable  that 
I  was  not  struck  and  very  much  cut  up,  for  a  dozen  or  twenty  of  her  rifled 
projectiles  struck  within  a  cable  length  of  me;  some  were  fuzed  and  exploded; 
I  judge  the  others  were  percussion. 

You  are  aware  that  I  am  without  a  rifled  gun ;  my  pivot  is  so  badly  mounted 
and  fitted  that  to  run  it  in  and  out  requires  twice  the  time  that  it  would  if  fitted 
properly,  and  that  by  a  crew  as  well  trained  as  any  in  the  squadron.  In  fact, 
the  battery  of  this  ship  is  entirely  too  light  and  very  defective,  and  ought  to  be 
remedied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CICERO  PRICE,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Coinmanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  J,  IV.  Wilder  and  successful  expedition  of  the  Haiteras 

to  Cedar  Keys^  January,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Ship  Island,  January  22,  1862. 
gli^  .••••••••• 

The  prize  schooner  J.  W.  Wilder  has  just  arrived  from  off  Mobile.     She  was 
captured  by  the  steamer  Cuyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow.     When 
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discovered  she  was  at  anchor  a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  Mobile  harbor ; 
but,  upon  the  approach  of  the  steamer,  she  was  run  ashore  and  abandoned  by 
her  crew.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow  succeeded  in  running  a  hawser  to 
her  and  dragging  her  off,  but  the  enemy  having  opened  a  fire  of  musketry  upon 
the  Cuyler  and  her  bouts  from  among  the  sand-hills  near  the  beach,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  three  of  her  crew  were  severely  wounded  before  the  rebels  could  be 
dispersed.  I  have  not  yet  received  Lieutenant  Commanding  Winslow *8  official 
report,  but  will  forward  it  by  the  next  mail. 

As  the  Wilder  is  flat-bottomed,  with  a  centre-board,  and  is  not  in  a  condition 
to  make  a  passage  to  the  north  at  this  season,  her  cargo  will  be  forwarded  to 
Philadelphia  by  one  of  the  chartered  coal  schooners  now  here.  Being  in  want 
of  ballast,  her  commander  has  volunteered  to  take  it  free  of  charge. 

In  my  despatch  (No.  13)  of  the  8th  instant  I  reported  that  I  had  despatched 
the  steamer  Uatteras,  Commander  Emmons,  to  Cedar  Keys  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  against  the  rebels  at  that  place.     I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  she 
has  this  day  arrived  here,  and  that  Commander  Emmons  was  completely  suc- 
cessful in  the  execution  of  his  orders.     I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  his  report, 
together  with  a  list  of  property  captured  or  destroyed,  a  descriptive  list  of  pris- 
oners, and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Commander  Emmons  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  rebel  forces  in  Florida  in  reference  to  prisoners  released 
on  parole  on  account  of  sickness.      •••••• 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag' Officer t  Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellb8, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler, 

Of  Mobile  Bar,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  Captain  Powell,  of  the  Potomac, 
the  following  report  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
J.  W.  Wilder,  taken  in  the  act  of  violating  the  blockade  about  fifleen  miles  east 
of  Mobile  bar,  is  most  resjicctfully  submitted : 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  while  the  Cuyler  was  employed  watching 
the  eastern  passage  over  Mobile  bar,  a  schooner  was  discoverea  at  anchor  some 
eight  or  ten  miles  to  the  eastward,  near  the  shore,  and  no  time  was  lost  in  pro- 
ceeding to  examine  her.  So  soon  as  the  Cuyler  was  observed  to  be  approach- 
ing, the  schooner'*  slipped,** made  sail,  and  steered  for  the  beach,  and  on  ground- 
ing, was  immediately  aoandoned  by  the  captain  and  crew,  the  steamer  under  my 
command  being  at  that  time  some  four  or  live  miles  distant.  As  we  gradually 
drew  nearer  in,  a  considerable  party  of  persons  was  observed  on  the  beach,  ap- 
parently engaged  in  effecting  communications  with  the  schooner,  and  apprehen- 
sive of  an  attempt  to  destroy  her,  I  directed  a  shell  or  two  to  be  thrown  in  that 
direction  from  our  Parrott  gun ;  one  of  which  fell  quite  near,  and  the  party  rap- 
idly disappeared  behind  the  adjacent  sand-hills.  The  executive  officer  (Lieu- 
tenant Phillip)  was  then  despatched,  with  an  armed  boat,  to  take  possession, 
who  boarded  the  schooner  and  hauled  down  her  sails,  as  well  as  an  English 
ensign,  which  had  been  left  flying  at  the  mast-head.  The  Cuyler,  meantime, 
steaming  cautiously  in  by  the  lead,  dropped  an  anchor  in  five  fathoms  water,  at 
a  convenient  distance  from  the  beach,  and  in  position  to  cover  and  secure  the 
prize,  on  which  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  was  now  opened  from  a  range  of  low 
sand-hills  near  the  schooner,  and  was  promptly  returned  by  the  boarding 
party  and  the  marines  drawn  up  on  the  Cuyler's  quarter-deck,  while  a  few 
shells  from  the  two  after  guns  on  the  main  deck  assisted  in  clearing  the  beach. 
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Our  efforts  were  next  directed  to  getting  the  schooner  afloat,  and  to  cover  the 
working  parties  engaged  in  running  out  hawsers,  &c.,  the  light  twelve-pounder 
howitzer  was  placed  in  our  largest  surf-boat.  No  annoyance  from  the  enemy 
was  experienced  for  several  hours,  but  our  hawsers  were  twice  parted  by  the 
strain,  the  last  time  accidentally  "  fouling"  the  propeller. 

About  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  having  succeeded  in  making  fast  our  largest  hawser  to 
the  foremast  of  the  schooner,  orders  were  issued  for  all  hands  to  return  on 
board ;  but  the  boat  sent  to  withdraw  the  working  party  from  the  prize  unfor- 
'tunately  **  bilged,"  and  was  swamped  alongside,  and  while  the  other  two  boats 
were  engaged  in  rescuing  the  men  who  were  in  the  water  and  towing  off  the 
"  dingy,"  a  destructive  fire  was  reopened  by  the  "  coast  guard,"  (evidently  re- 
enforced,)  from  their  sheltered  position  behind  the  sand-hills.  Four  of  the  eight 
persons  in  the  howitzer  boat  (including  the  officer  in  charge)  being  disabled  by 
the  first  fire,  the  gun  could  not  be  used,  and  the  Cuyler's  stem  being  secured 
to  the  schooner  by  a  hawser,  and  her  propeller  still  clogged  and  temporarily  in- 
operative, the  broadside  battery  was  also  unavailable,  but  a  rapid  and  continuous 
fire  of  small  arms  was  maintained  from  the  quarter-deck.  The  opportune  arrival 
of  the  steamer  Huntsville  at  this  time,  with  two  of  the  Potomac's  cutters  in 
tow,  afforded  material  and  welcome  aid.  Commander  Price  immediately  opened 
with  his  battery  on  the  sand-hills,  while  Mr.  Shley,  the  master  of  the  Potomac, 
pulled  gallantly  in  towards  the  beach  with  the  cutters  of  that  ship  and  rescued 
our  crippled  boat,  which,  with  the  wounded  men,  was  fast  drifting  into  the  surf, 
our  gig  and  second  cutter  at  the  same  time  picking  up  the  men  who  were  Swim- 
ming towards  them.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  soon  silenced  and  the  wounded 
men  removed  from  the  surf-boat,  which  was  promptly  manned  by  a  fresh  crew 
and  resumed  its  position  near  our  stem,  where  our  men  were  still  at  work  clear- 
ing the  propeller.  The  hawser  fast  to  the  prize  had  been  previously  taken  to 
our  forwartl  capstan  and  a  portion  of  our  crew  kept  steadily  at  the  bars  ;  and 
about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  the  schooner  floated  and  was  safely  hauled  out  under  our 
stem. 

At  5.30  p.  m,  having  succeeded  in  clearing  our  propeller,  the  anchor  was 
weighed,  and,  in  company  with  the  Huntsville,  the  Cuyler  steered  for  the  Po- 
tomac, with  the  prize  in  tow. 

After  careful  search,  neither  register,  manifest,  nor  clearance  could  be  found ; 
and  those  papers  were  probably  removed  or  destroyed  by  the  master  on  '*  (leach- 
ing" the  vessel;  but  the  documentary  evidence  inadvertently  left  on  board  is 
believed  to  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  schooner  eluded  the  blockade  early  in 
December  last,  proceeding  from  Mobile  to  Havana,  which  port  she  left  early  in 
January,  bound  to  Mobile. 

All  the  books  and  papers  found  on  board  have  been  duly  enclosed  under  seal 
to  the  United  States  district  judge  at  Philadelphia.  The  name  on  the  stem  of  the 
schooner  was  partially  blacked  over,  but  the  initials  "J.  W."  were  still  per- 
ceptible ;  and  among  the  papers  a  certificate  of  inspection  dated  at  New  Orleans 
in  March,  1861,  identified  the  vessel  as  the  "J.  W.  Wilder,"  of  Handsboroogh,- 
Mississippi.  The  usual  "quarter-boards,"  with  that  name  in  gilt  letters,  were 
found  carefully  concealed  in  her  hold,  and  a  white  "bergee,"  with  "J.  W.  Wil- 
der" in  red  letters,  was  also  found  on  board,  with  two  American  ensigns.  As  a 
large  Confederate  States  flag  (evidently  not  entirely  new)  was  subsequently  de- 
tected ingeniously  secreted  in  a  bag  of  coffee,  an  illegal  and  unauthorized  use  of 
the  English  ensign  is  presumed  to  have  been  made  on  this  occasion. 

I  regiet  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  four  persons  wounded  (two  of 
them  seriously)  by  the  enemy's  fire — John  Bloom  and  Daniel  J.  Evans,  seamen, 
Ed.  Doi-sey  and  Thomas  W.  Johnson,  landsmen ;  Mr.  Morse,  acting  master's 
mate,  while  in  charge  of  the  howitzer  boat,  was  also  struck  and  partially  stunned 
by  a  ball  that  grazed  his  head  while  in  the  act  of  discharging  the  gun.  His 
promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master  Is  respectfully  suggested. 
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The  Cuyler's  stem  being  lees  than  three  hundred  yards  from  the  beach,  and 
her  quarter-deck  awning  and  stanchions  cut  by  rifle  balls,  it  is  somewhat  remark- 
able there  are  not  more  casualties  to  report. 

Acting  Master  Henry  K.  Lapham  rendered  efficient  services  in  securing  the 
prize,  and  also  in  clearing  the  Cuyler's  propeller,  and  has  subsequently  been 

E laced  in  charge  of  the  prize.  Midshipmen  Adams  and  Alexander,  with  the 
oats  under  their  charge,  aided  in  rescuing  our  men  from  the  water,  regardless 
of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  exhibited  promise  of  much  future  usefulness  to  the 
naval  ser\'ice ;  and  the  officers  not  individually  named  aided  me  most  zealously 
and  effectively  in  their  respective  departments. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Cuyler's  crew  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time, 
a  commendable  degree  of  steadiness  and  spirit  was  evinced. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  desirous  of  expressing  my  sense  of  indebtedness  to  the 
valuable  assistance  afforded  me  throughout  the  day  by  the  executive  officer  of 
the  Cuyler,  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  Van  Ness  Philip,  whose  permanent  restoration 
to  his  original  position  on  the  Naval  Register  would  be  an  appropriate  and 
acceptable  recognition  of  his  present  services,  as  well  as  an  unquestionable  ad- 
vantage to  the  public  interests. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  WINSLOW, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

« 

Fon^'arded  to  Flag-Officer  William  W.  McKean,  commanding  Gulf  blockading 
squadron. 

L.  M.  POWELL, 
Captain  •and  itenior  Officer  Present. 


UxiTBD  States  Steamer  Hatteras, 

Cedar  Keys^  January  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  carrying  out  your  instructions  in  this 
locality  I  have  been  entirely  successful,  with  the  expenditure  of  very  little 
powder,  and  no  one  killed  that  I  am  aware  of. 

We  have  captured  or  destroyed  all  the  public  property  here,  including  a  bat- 
ter}' of  two  long  eigh teens  in  position  on  the  cast  end  of  Sea-horse  key,  with 
their  carriages,  and  some  ammunition  and  baiTacks ;  a  six-pounder  field-piece 
in  Depot  key,  with  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf;  several  cars,  the  telegraph 
office,  and  a  turpentine  storehouse,  besides  four  schooners  and  three  sloops,  one 
ferry  scow,  sail-boat,  and  launch.  Two  of  the  schooners  were  laden  with  tur- 
pentine, rosin,  and  cotton,  and  nearly  ready  for  sea;  and  the  first,  the  schooner 
Stag,  was  run  on  shore  and  fired  while  our  boats  were  a])proachuig  lier,  and  after 
I  had  fired  two  shells  to  prevent  her  escape. 

The  only  other  vessel  in  port  was  the  schooner  Fanny,  (100  tons,)  partially 
loaded  with  turpentine.  This  is  the  same  vessel  that  was  captured  with  Lieu- 
tenant Selden  on  board  several  months  since,  and  she  succeeded  in  escaping 
over  the  reefs  to  the  southward  and  eastward  during  the  night.  I'lie  fi?rry-boat 
was  captured  on  its  way  from  the*  railroad  depot  to  Depot  key,  having  on  board, 
among  others,  a  .lieutenant  and  thirteen  armed  soldiers  belonging  to  the  4th 
Florida  regiment,  all  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners. 

The  boats  that  were  sent  on  this  duty  were  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Hoff- 
man, aided  by  Master's  Mates  McGrath  and  Hazlett,  and,  with  the  crews,  were 
employed  nearly  all  of  the  first  night.  All  were  zealous,  and  performed  their 
duty  most  faithfully,  and  deserve  more  than  my  humble  thanks. 

VOL.  Ill 17 
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I  enclose  a  list  of  the  prisoners  taken,  and  a  more  detailed  statement  of  pn)p- 
erty  captured  and  destroyed. 

I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  F.  EMMONS,  Commander. 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Hatteras, 

Cedar  Keys,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  fortnne  of  war  has  plaeed  in  my  hands  some  of  your  military 
force  stationed  here.  Among  them  arc  four  named  Benjamin  Gatlin,  £.  J.  Sim- 
mons, J.  S.  Poer,  and  John  Carleton,  who  have  the  measles,  and  are  so  much 
debilitated  that  they  might  never  survive  the  severe  change  of  elimate  they 
would  be  subjected  to  in  going  upon  our  coast.  I  have,  therefore,  released  them 
upon  their  parole,  and  signing  an  oath  not  to  serve  against  the  government  of 
the  United  States  until  officially  notified  of  their  exchange  for  other  prisoners. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  F.  EMMONS, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  military  forces  in  Florida  in 

rebtllum  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


[Paiole.l 

Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  January  16,  1862. 

I, ,  a  private  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  Southern 

Confederacy,  now  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America,  do  solemnly 
swear,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  that  I  will  not  again  take  up  arms  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States  until  regularly  exchanged  according  to  the 
usual  custom  of  war. 

BENJAMIN  +  GATLIN, 

mark. 

B.  J.  SIMMONS, 
J.  S.  rOER, 
JOHN  CARLETON, 
Late  privates  in  Captain  HunVs  Company,  ith  Florida  Regtment. 

TVitnessea:  N.  P.  Willard. 

Farwell  J.  McGrath. 


EASTERN  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 
Boat  expedition  at  Cedar  keys  and  death  of  a  scamav,  February  2i,  1862. 

United  States  Fla-oShip  Niagara, 

Key  Wesf,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  John  B.  Patterson,  seaman,  belonging  to 
the  United  States  gunboat  Tahoma,  who  was  killed  by  a  musket-shot  while  en- 
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gaged  in  a  boat  expedition  at  Cedar  keys.  A  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Howell's  report  to  me,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Cros- 
man  and  the  usual  certificates  of  death  from  the  surgeon  of  the  Tahoma,  is 
hercwitli  transmitted. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  i)bedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gvlf  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma,    , 
Cedar  Keys,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieuteiiant 
Crosnum,  relative  to  a  boat  expedition  which  left  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th  instant.  Although  unsuccessful  in  its  object,  I  would  beg  to  mention 
(from  the  testimony  of  witnesses)  Lieutenant  Crosman's  gallantry  on  the  occa- 
sion. He  it  was  who  killed  or  wounded  the  man  seen  to  fall,  and  when  the 
prize  capsized,  he  pulled  back  under  fire,  and  scuttled  her.  Although  I  much 
regret  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  shall  not  pcnnit  any  more  expeditions  for  the 
present,  under  similar  circumstances,  yet  the  expeditions  have  been  of  much 
service  in  developing  the  characters   of  men  and  officers,  and  have  had   a 

beneficial  effect  on  the  crew  generally. 

•  ••••••• 

Everything  is  quiet  about  Cedar  keys.  I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  enclose 
herewith,  the  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Cedar  keys  under  the  flag  of  truce  with 
the  prii»oiiers.  It  was  omitted,  by  some  accident,  in  my  communication  by  the 
Rhode  L'lland.  Paymaster  Hennessey  reports  that  we  have  now  two  months' 
provision  on  board.     I  have  been  obliged  to  write  hastily. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  HOWELL, 
Lieutenunt  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  United  States  Blockading  Squadron, 

Gulf  of  Mexico, 


United  States  Steamer  Tahoma, 
Off  Sea-horse  Key,  Florida,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  a  boat  expedi- 
tion, consisting  of  the  Fanny,  with  six  men,  under  command  of  Acting  Master 
H.  A.  Hurley,  and  the  Daisy,  myself  in  charge  of  both  crews,  numbering  eleven 
men,  armed  with  Sharp's  rines,  cutlasses,  and  pistols,  started  in  pursuit  of  a  sail- 
boat, which  had  been  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  Depot  key,  ffem  the 
main  land,  with  the  view,  also,  and  principally,  to  cut  out  a  schooner  which  was 
lying  in  the  boat-channel  between  Cedar  keys  and  the  main.  We  passed, 
under  sail,  the  entrance  to  the  channel,  reconnoitring  closely  a  stockade  of 
palmetto  logs,  on  the  north  side — probably  an  old  Indian  fort — and  took  pos- 
session of  the  boat  which  had  attracted  the  attention  of  our  lookouts.  The 
schooner — (me  with  white  mastheads — was  then  in  sight,  but  on  the  other  side 
of  the  trestle-work  upon  which  the  railway  is  laid  connecting  Cedar  keys  with 
the  main  land. 

Darkness  came  on,  and  I  had  only  time  to  scuttle  a  skiff  which  was  lying  at  the 


260       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Bait-making  station,  where  the  sail-boat  was  anchored,  and  to  remove  a  quantity 
of  cai^penters'  tools  in  the  boat,  before  pulling  out  among  the  small  keys  of  the 
channel,  where,  choosing  a  position  beyond  musket  range  of  any  clump,  I  an- 
chored for  the  night.  At  daylight,  the  tide  was  ebb,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
wait  until  about  eight  o'clock  before  moving.  Towing  the  prize  into  the  boat- 
channel,  I  pulled  for  the  open  water.  The  schooner  had  slipped  her  anchor 
during  the  night  and  was  now  nowhere  in  sight.  As  we  came  opposite  the  stock- 
ade at  the  entrance  to  the  channel,  moving  very  slowly  at  the  time,  against  the 
strong  flood-tide  and  fresh  wind,  a  body  of  infantry  numbering  about  thirty, 
advanced  deliberately  to  the  water's  edge  and  fired  a  volley.  The  distance  was 
about  150  yards. 

Twenty  minutes  elapsed  between  the  first  and  last  shots,  during  which  we 
managed  to  tow  the  prize  clear  of  the  keys.  Mr.  Hurley  and  myself  were  the 
only  ones  who  returned  the  fire — the  men  being  too  busy,  necessarily,  at  the 
oars.  One  man,  supposed  to  be  an  officer,  was  seen  to  throw  up  his  arms  and 
fall.  As  they  were  in  skirmishing  order,  it  would  have  been  useless  for  my 
men,  in  groups  as  they  were,  to  fire ;  and  besides,  it  would  have  involved  the 
loss  of  the  sloop.  "When  beyond  reach,  sail  was  made,  but  the  sail-boat  cap- 
sized. Efforts  were  made,  under  the  fire  of  the  Soldiers,  who  waded  out  toward 
us,  to  right  her;  but  after  some  time  spent  ineffectually,  I  scuttled  her,  and  made 
sail  for  the  ship.  One  shot  went  through  the  Daisy's  ensign,  one  struck  her  on 
the  counter,  and  two  forward.  John  B.  Patterson,  seaman,  while  pulling  his 
oar,  after  we  had  gained  the  open  water,  was  struck  in  the  eye  by  a  musket 
bullet  and  instantly  killed.  Two  shots  stnick  the  Fanny.  No  one  else  was 
hurt  in  either  boat,  the  shots  generally  being  too  high.  All  did  their  duty; 
Acting  Master  Hurley,  Arthur  Aimer,  sailmaker's  mate,  and  Lewis  Chester, 
being  conspicuous. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  CROSMAN, 
Lieutenant,  United  States  Navy, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Howell, 

United  States  Steamer  TaAoma,  off'  Cedar  Keys,  Blockading  Sqvadron, 


Flog- Officer  McKean  transmits  reports  in  reference  to  the  evacuation  of  Ap' 

alachicola  by  the  rebel  forces, 

Umted  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  reports  received  from 
Commander  Stellwagen,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Mercedita,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  evacuation  of  Apalachicola  by  the  rebel  forces,  and  also  a  memo- 
randum of  conversation  held  by  him  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  place. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 
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UxiTED  States  Steamer  Mercedita, 

Of  Apalachicola  City,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  information  from  two  intelligent 
contrabands,  that  the  town  had  been  abandoned  two  days  after  our  coming  in  by 
all  the  soldiers,  (some  650,)  followed  in  a  few  days  by  nearly  all  the  inhabitants, 
and  having  seen  the  steamboats  busy  on  the  river  either  re-enforcing  or  preparing 
to  evacuate,  I  determined  to  send  to  the  city  and  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the 
case.  The  i*eport  proves  strictly  correct :  not  a  soldier,  a  cannon,  nor  apparently 
any  weapon  of  war  remains ;  and  persons  claiming  to  be  the  influential  men  of 
the  place  say,  emphatically,  that  everybody  has  been  peremptorily  ordered  away 
by  Governor  Milton,  of  Florida;  that  the  city  is  entirely  at  our  mercy — they 
have  no  means  of  defence,  and  cannot  resist  one  of  our  boats;  but  that  no  one 
remains  having  any  authority  to  surrender  the  city  or  to  ask  for  any  terms. 

There  are  still  left  parts  of  about  a  dozen  white  families,  a  few  slaves,  and 
some  Spanish  fishermen — altogether  numbering  from  500  to  600  souls — many 
of  whom  are  women  and  children.  The  prominent  men  in  the  conference  were 
strong  secessionists — petty  office-holders;  many  of  the  others  are  inclined  for 
the  Union,  but  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak.  Threats  have  often  been  made  to 
hang  or  to  starve  them,  as  "damned  Yankee  traitors  to  the  south."  In  this  cate- 
gory stand  also  many  of  the  fishermen  who  have  not  enlisted  in  their  army. 
Threats  are  also  made  to  burn  the  whole  town  if  they  hold  intercourse  with  us. 
For  these  considerations  I  have  abstained  from  hoisting  the  American  flag,  or 
giving  any  show  of  reason  for  them  to  destroy  the  houses,  or  maltreat  the  per- 
sons remaining,  under  pretence  of  operating  against  us  or  our  friends,  until  I 
shall  receive  your  instructions,  as  this  vessel  cannot  lie  near  enough  to  prevent 
their  carrying  out  their  inhuman  threats  by  stealth  at  night. 

The  exodus  of  the  poor,  frightened  women  and  children  is  represented  by  the 
negroes. as  heart-rending.  Taken  away  at  the  shortest  notice — in  a  storm ;  thrown 
ashore  on  the  low  bluffs  many  miles  up  the  river,  with  their  household  goods, 
furniture,  and  everything  they  could  snatch  up  in  their  flight,  and  left  all  night 
in  a  deluge  of  rain — the  river  rising  and  threatening  to  carry  them  away — with 
scarcely  any  shelter  for  the  weak  and  sick — the  most  of  them  lay  in  the  mud, 
almost  perishing  with  cold,  until  the  latter  part  of  the  next  day,  when  they  were 
taken  away  by  rafts  and  flat^  over  the  deluged  country. 

The  batteries  at  the  town  appear  to  be  entirely  of  sand,  not  finished  with  sod- 
ding,, except  a  small  portion.  The  one  at  St.  Vincent  I  have  entirely  destroyed, 
burning  the  platforms  for  the  guns,  &c.  Some  few  soldiers  are  at  Riccat  bluffs, 
ninety  miles  up  the  river;  the  rest  at  Johnson's,  two  hundred  and  forty  miles. 
At  this  latter  place  they  have  been  five  months  building  a  fine  steam  gunboat, 
not  yet  planked  in. 

The  soldiers  are  disheartened  and  dissatisfied;  some  300  will  leave  soon,  their 
time  being  up.  Annexed,  please  find  copy  of  orders  to  Lieutenant  Abbot  for 
the  expedition,  and  his  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  STELLWAGEX, 

ComTnnnder, 

Flag-officer  W.  W.  McKban, 

Commanding  Eaitem  Division  GvJf  Squadron. 


United  Statks  Steamer  Mercedita, 

Apalachicola,  March  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  Y'ou  will  fit  oat  an  expedition  to  proceed  at  daylight  to  the  city  of  Ap- 
alachicola, to  consist  of  the  first  cutter  and  the  whale-boat — ^their  crews,  and 
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ench  officers  as  may  be  selected,  to  be  all  well  armed.  On  approaching  the 
place,  you  will  display  the  flag  of  truce,  and  on  its  being  met,  you  will  request 
to  see  the  military  commander  and  the  civil  authorities  of  the  city,  or  the  lead- 
ing citizens — some  of  whom  now  there  are  Messrs.  Dodge,  Brooks,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Reman,  Porter,  Benezet,  Hancock,  Henry  R.  Taylor,  and  Doctor 
Chapman.  Say  to  them  that  understanding  the  soldiers  have  been  withdrawn, 
or  have  evacuated  the  place  since  we  came  in,  and  being  anxious  to  soften  the 
evils  of  war  as  much  as  its  due  prosecution  will  permit,  I  have  sent  you  to  ask 
if  the  city  capitulated  without  being  subjected  to  damage  from  the  fire  of  the 
guns  of  the  large  naval  force  in  the  neighborhood,  which  it  is  only  reasonable  it 
should  do.  Also  say  that  any  one  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  government,  and  binding  himself  not  to  act  in  hostility  to  it  or  its  forces, 
can  remain  securely  in  the  town,  and  his  property  will  be  safe  as  long  as  he  re- 
mains faithful  to  the  oath. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  STELLWAGEN, 

Commander. 
Lieutenant  T.  Abbot, 

United  States  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Mercbdita, 

ApalarMcola  Bay,  March  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  T  proceeded,  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  the  city  of  Appalachicola,  accom- 
panied, in  the  whale-boat,  by  Acting  Master  C.  B.  Wilder  and  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  C.  fl.  Mason,  with  the  first  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter's ^late  G.  A.  Stein o ;  both  boats  fully  armed.  Arriving  off  the  city,  I 
directed  Mr.  Steino  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  whale-boat — ^about  five  hundred 
yards  distant — prepared  to  come  up  at  once,  should  I  dip  our  colors  twice.  I 
then  proceeded  to  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  lower  wharf,  and 
came  to  an  anchor,  topping  my  oars  and  keeping  them  up,  as  a  signal  that  I 
wished  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  of  the  place. 

After  remaining  in  that  position  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  seeing  that  no 
one  showed  any  disposition  to  come  off  to  us,  I  lifted  the  anchor  and  pulled  in 
toward  the  lower  wharf,  where  I  found  four  of  the  inhabitants  waiting  to  meet 
me — Messrs.  Hancock,  (mayor,)  Benezet,  Porter,  and  Miller — who  represented 
themselviis  as  the  principal  citizens  of  the  place.  I  immediately  made  known 
to  thcin  the  object  of  my  mission.  They  informed  me  that  the  troops  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  city  and  sent  up  the  river,  with  all  their  arms  and  am- 
munition, by  order  of  the  governor,  but  whether  they  were  to  return  or  not" 
they  could  not  say.  They  stated,  also,  that  all  the  inhabitants  had  left,  excepting 
themselves  and  a  few  men,  women,  and  children ;  that  they  themselves  had  re- 
mained to  protect  their  own  property  from  incendiarism  on  shore  ;  that  the  town 
was  in  a  defenceless  state,  but  that  they  had  no  authority  to  act  in  any  dispo- 
sition of  it ;  that  should  the  place  ever  be  attacked,  and  any  of  their  property 
destroyed,  the  confederate  government  would  make  them  ample  remuneration  ; 
that  there  was  no  one  in  the  ])lace  willing,  under  any  circumstances,  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  govenmient,  excepting,  ])erhaps, 
(to  use  their  own  expression,)  "a  few  miserable  foreigners."  1  would  here 
state  that  the  incendiaries  spoken  of  by  them  are,  in  my  opinion,  people  on 
shore  of  doubtful  loyalty  to  the  so-called  confederate  government.  I  noticed 
that  every  one  in  the  place,  except  the  four  leading  citizens,  staid  back  a  con- 
siderable* distance  from  the  wharf,  which  led  me  to  believe  that  there  arc  such 
men,  and  that  they  are  closely  watched. 
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Being  convinced  that  I  was  talking  to  rank  secessionists,  and  believing  that 
any  peaceable  attempt  on  my  part  to  ascertain  the  tme  sentiments  of  the  people 
in  the  place  would  be  thwarted  by  their  leading  men,  I  concluded  to  close  the 
interview  and  return  to  the  ship.  We  carried  seven  feet  of  water  in  the  channel, 
in  the  strength  of  the  stream.  The  fortifications  are  made  of  sand,  extending 
in  a  northeasteriiy  and  southwesterly  direction  about  five  hundred  yards,  at  equal 
distances  from  each  other,  the  one  in  the  centre  being  covered  with  turf;  guns 
[said]  to  be  mounted  cm  barbetle.  We  could  not  se^  any  guns,  however.  I 
think  a  few  heavy  guns  mounted  on  these  fortifications  would  effectually  guard 
the  channel  against  any  ordinary  fleet. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TREVETT  ABBOT,  LUutemant. 
Commander  H.  S.  Stellwagbn, 

Commanding  Ui%ited  States  Steamer  Mercedita, 


United  States  Steamer  Mercbdita, 

Off  Apalackicolat  April  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  without  resistance,  of  the  city 
of  Apalachicola  and  all  the  vessels  in  the  vicinity,  by  an  expedition  of  eight 
armed  boats  from  this  ship  and  the  United  States  gunboat  Sagamore,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  J.  Drake,  on  the  3d  instaut 

On  the  30tii  ultimo  I  heard  that  the  sloop  Octavia  had  run  into  St.  Joseph^s 
bay  from  Uavana,  and  sent  a  sail-boat,  under  Acting  Master  Wilder,  to  that 
place-^thirty-tive  miles,  via  the  "haul-over,"  or  portage,  across  the  narrow 
strip  of  land  connecting  Cape  St  Bias  with  the  mainland.  It  was  found  that 
she  had  left,  but  indications,  from  wheel-tracks,  grains  of  spilled  coffee,  &c., 
showed  she  had  landed  her  freight  and  carted  it  away.  On  the  same  day  my 
boats  chased  a  small  sloop  from  Indian  Pass  to  the  city,  and  at  night  I  sent  the 
gig  down  thirty  miles  to  East  Pass,  directing  the  Sagamore  to  join  me  at  the 
earliest  convenience.  She  arrived  on  the  1st,  and  the  next  day  the  boats  were 
fully  prepared  for  an  armed  expedition  to  the  city  and  "Old  Woman's  bluff," 
seven  miles  up  the  river.  The  six  boats  started  at  9  p.  m.,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Abbot,  of  this  ship,  and  Lieutenant  Bigelow,  of  the  Sagamore, 
intending  to  pass  the  town  in  the  night,  and  Lieutenant  A.  Drake  and  myself 
followed  in  our  gigs  to  support  them.  On  arriving  at  the  city  early  in  the 
morning,  we  found  the  OcUivia  and  all  the  small  vessels  in  possession  of  our 
men,  and  in  due  time  the  party  came  down  the  river,  towing  the  pilot-boats 
Cygnet  and  Mary  Olivia  and  the  schooners  New  Islan,  Floyd,  and  Rose ;  the 
latter  loaded  with  cotton.  A  considerable  time  was  spent  in  trying  to  get  the 
two  pilot-boats  and  New  Islan  over  the  bar,  but  without  success ;  they  grounded 
in  seven  feet  of  wat<?r. 

Late  in  the  aflemoon  I  pulled  in,  with  all  the  boats,  to  the  landing-place,  and 
had  an  interview  with  the  p<?ople  of  the  town,  the  details  of  which  accompjiny 
this.  I  gave  them  up  Uieir  fish-boats  and  two  or  three  schooners,  very  old,  and 
only  fit  for  lighters,  and  told  them  they  could  fish  and  oyster  so  long  as  they 
wen*  friendly,  as  I  knew  there  was  great  distress  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 
After  trying  again  to  get  off  the  thn?e  schooners,  without  success,  I  ordered 
them  to  be  set  on  fire,  which  was  effectually  done.  The  sloop  Octavia,  and  the 
schooner  Rose,  with  her  cotton,  I  determined  to  send  to  Key  West  for  adjudi- 
cation. 

I  think  the  demonstration  will  be  very  salutary  for  the  people,  and  will  be  of 
service  to  the  cause.     I  hope  you  will  approve  the  course  pursued.     The  men 


264       BEPORT  OF  THE  StCEETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

desen^e  great  credit     The  boats  were  gone  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six 
hours,  with  almost  constant  heavy  work,  which  was  borne  very  cheerfully. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  STELLWAGEN,  Commander. 
Flag-OflScer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Squadron, 


Memorandum  of  an  interview  with  the  people  of  Apalachicola,  April  3,  1862. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  I  pulled  into  the  landing-place  with  all  the  eight  boats, 
ready  for  action,  and  was  met  by  nearly  all  the  population.  It  was  really 
affecting  to  see  the  crowd — principally  women  and  children,  who  had  been  told 
we  were  ruthless  Hessians,  bent  on  burning,  pillage,  and  destruction — ^pressing 
down  to  see  our  large  and  well-armed  force,  without  any  fear  of  maltreatment ; 
on  the  contrary,  with  every  confidence  in  our  humanity  and  discipline.  I  look 
on  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  compliments  that  could  be  paid  to  civilization,  to  our 
honored  navy,  and  to  our  sacred  cause.  The  men,  nearly  all,  took  off  their  hats, 
and  I  addressed  them,  as  follows : 

"Mv  Countrymen,  (for  even  you,  who  are  engaged  in  this  unholy,  unnatural 
war  against  our  government,  are  my  fellow-countrymen,)  we  come  not  to  injure 
the  defenceless,  or  women  and  children.  I  like  the  people  of  the  south,  though 
I  hate  secession  and  rebellion,  which  have  brought  such  calamities  and  misery 
upon  all  parts  of  our  late  happy  land.'*  (Cries  of  "We  have  had  no  part  in  it !" 
"The  innocent  suffer  with  the  guilty!")  "That  is  tnie,*'  1  replied,  "here  and 
everywhere ;  it  is  the  result,  always,  of  civil  war,  and  your  leaders  should  have 
thonglit  of  it.  I  sent  up,  some  days  ago,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  town, 
and  to  say  that  *all  persons  who  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  bind 
themselves  not  to  engage  in  any  act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, could  remain  here  securely,  and  that  their  property  would  be  safe  as 
long  as  they  would  keep  faithfully  their  oaths.'  This  kindness  was  met  by  your 
self-constituted  authorities,  Messrs.  Hancock,  Benczet,  Porter,  and  Father  Miller; 
by  saying,  *  The  city  is  defenceless,  there  are  no  soldiers  nor  any  arms,  but  there 
is  no  one  having  authority  to  surrender  it;*  that  there  was  no  one  here  who 
would  take  any  oath  to  the  United  States  except  it  might  be  some  * for- 
eigners;* and  as  to  property,  if  destroyed,  the  southern  confederacy  would  pay 
all  loss.  Since  then  they  have  allowed  the  sloop  Octavia  to  come  in,  and  aided 
her  in  evading  the  blockade.  We  have  come  to  show  you  how  easily  we  can 
retaliate,  but  that  we  wish  to  be  merciful.  I  know  there  is  great  distress  here. 
("  We  arc  almost  starv  ing,**  from  some  of  the  women.)  "  Well,  now,  listen  to  what 
1  have  to  say.  I  will  spare  all  fishing  and  oyster  boats,  (Thanks!  thanks!!) 
and  you  may  fish  and  oyster  in  the  bay  in  safety  as  long  as  no  hostile  act  is 
committed  by  the  town ;  but  any  direct  or  indirect  act,  such  as  finng  on  our 
boats,  helping  a  vessel  to  run  the  blockade,  bringing  soldiers  to  town,  or  any- 
thing of  the  sort,  will  be  severely  punished.  If  your  boats  go  near  the  men-of- 
war,  til oy  must  go  alongside  and  report  themselves,  and  meet  any  boat  sent  to 
examine  them.**     (Answers  "Yes,  sir!  we  will.*') 

Pointing  to  their  batteries,  I  said:  "See  what  protectors  your  soldier  are; 
look:at  the  fort  built  in  the  midst  of  your  houses,  so  that  a  few  shells,  even  from 
boat  guns,  at  them,  would  be  sure  to  bum  your  town."  (Laughter,  and  cries  of 
"  Oh  !  they're  no  great  soldiers;  there  are  no  engineers  among  them.**)  "  Well,  I 
suppose  you  have  heard  that  Pensacola  is  evacuated  ?"  (''  Yes  I")  " Femandina 
taken?**  "  Yes!**  "  You  know  of  our  victories  at  Roanoke,  Spring  Mills,  Fort 
Henry,  Donelson;  and  Columbus  fallen  without  a  blow  ?"    ("  Yes !  yes !  !**    "  Ma- 
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nassAB  taken  without  firing  a  gun  V*  (This  appeared  to  surprise  them.)  "Nash- 
ville taken t"  ("Yes,"  from  the  crowd,  "and  Florence,  Alabama."  "Well,  I 
think  secession  is  nearly  played  out."  (Great  clapping  of  hands,  and  cries  of 
"God  send  peace  may  come  soon.")  "Now,  remember,  do  not  be  led  or  forced 
into  hostilities  against  us,  unless  you  desire  to  be  severely  dealt  with.  We  don't 
require  your  help,  if  it  will  get  you  into  trouble;  but  do  not  act  against  us. 
We  are  strong  enough ;  keep  quiet." 

I  then  gave  them  up  the  old  lighter  Floyd,  and  others  unfit  for  use,  and  re- 
peated permission  to  catch  fish,  &c.  A  man  came  forward,  saying,  "  Captain, 
some  of  my  boys  (slaves)  have  gone  on  board  your  ships :  will  they  be  given 
up?"  "No!"  "  Will  the  government  pay  for  them ?"  " No !  they  have  been 
used  to  assist  in  carrying  soldiers  and  arms,  in  building  forts  and  a  gunboat  to 
act  against  the  United  States.  You  will  never  get  relief."  Another  asked, 
"  Will  the  United  States  government  oblige  Florida  to  redeem  her  notes  when 
peace  comes?"  "No!  they  were  issued  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  Florida  will 
nave  no  means."  "Why,  there's  the  public  lands;  can't  we  get  Florida  lands 
for  our  notes  ?"  "  No !  the  United  States  will  take  the  lands  and  public  property." 
"  Won't  you  give  up  the  pilot-boats  ?"  "  No !"  "  What  will  you  do  with  them  ?" 
"  Burn  them."  As  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving,  Messrs.  Benezet,  Miller,  and 
others  came  forward,  and  asked  me  to  land  and  speak  with  them  in  private.  I 
asked  "  if  they  had  any  authorized  communication  to  make?"  They  said  "No ! 
but  they  wished  to  hear  my  commands."  I  told  them  "  I  would  hold  no  secret 
conference ;  I  had  just  told  the  people  what  I  had  to  say,  and  they  could  hear  it 
all  from  them."  We  then  pullea  in  line  past  them,  turned,  and  stood  out  the  river, 
firing  a  shrapnel  from  the  boat  gim  of  the  Sagamore's  launch,  away  from  the 
people,  to  show  them  its  effect.  The  populace  were  evidently  pleased  with  the 
mterview,  and,  if  free  from  compulsion,  I  am  sure  would  be  in  favor  of  the  Union. 
We  found  it  impracticable  to  get  the  grounded  vessels  off,  and  I  ordered  the 
Cygnet,  Mary  Olivia,  and  the  New  Plan  set  on  fire,  which  was  effectually  done, 
and  the  Rose  and  Octavia  taken  to  our  anchorage.  The  boats  were  gone  from 
twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours.  The  men  behaved  admirably. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  STELLWAGEN, 

Commander. 

Flag-officer  W.  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 


Flag' Officer  McKean  transmits  report  of  the  capture  of  th^  confederate  steamer 

Florida. 

Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Niagara, 

Key  West,  April  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by 
Acting  Master  Elnathan  Lewis,  who  commanded  the  boat  expedition  from  the 
Pursuit,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  and 
which  I  did  not  receive  in  time  to  forward  by  the  Connecticut. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEAN, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Steamer  Florida,  Prize  to  U.  S.  Bark  Pursuit, 

St,  Joseph* s  Bay,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I 
proceeded  with  the  boats  under  my  command  to  St.  Andrew's  bay,  to  endeavor 
to  capture  any  vessel  or  vessels  that  might  be  found  loading  or  lying  in  that 
vicinity.  We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass  and  landed  at  12.30  a.  m.,  and 
camped  on  the  beach.  Having  been  informed  that  a  sloop  loaded  with  cotton, 
bound  to  Havana,  was  lying  five  miles  up  Crooked  Island  sound,  I  despatched 
the  launch,  with  twelve  men,  in  charge  of  Sailingmaster  John  C.  Hamlin,  with 
orders  to  capture  her,  if  possible.  Mr.  Hamlin  proceeded  up  the  sound  and  took 
possession  of  the  sloop,  which  proved  to  be  the  sloop  Lafayette,  of  Pensacolay 
which  ran  the  blockade  by  East  Pass,  Pensacola,  March  1,  and  had  been  lying 
there  since,  having  abandoned  his  voyage.  Found  the  captain  on  board,  who 
expressed  strong  Union  sentiments.  Got  sloop  under  way,  brought  her  to  the 
pass,  and  anchored  her.  We  found  that  Captain  Harrison,  of  the  sloop,  was 
acquainted  with  the  bay,  and  volunteered  his  services  to  pilot  us  to  the  steamer 
Florida,  then  loading  at  head  of  North  bay,  mouth  of  Bear  creek.  At  1  p.  m. 
started  sloop,  with  boats  in  tow;  at  4  p.  m.  passed  St.  Andrewstown,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  North  bay  until  9  p.  m.,  when,  the  wind  having  died  away,  we  an- 
chored the  sloop  and  one  boat,  leaving  five  men  in  charge,  under  the  command 
of  James  H.  Barry,  master's  mate.  We  then  proceeded  cautiously  with  launch, 
first  cutter,  and  twenty-five  men.  Captain  Harrison  acting  as  pilot. 

At  2  a.  m.  we  succeeded  in  passing  the  picket  guard  without  any  alarm  being 
given ;  at  3  a.  m.  discerned  the  lights  of  the  steamer  in  the  distance.  We  then 
lay  on  our  oars  and  drifted  up  with  the  tide  until  we  came  within  hail,  when  we 
were  hailed  by  the  watch,  who  gave  the  alarm.  We  then  boarded  her  in  both 
boats  on  both  sides.  We  met  with  but  little  resistance,  they  being  taken  com- 
pletely by  surprise.  On  gaining  the  deck  of  the  steamer,  I  received  a  pistol 
shot  in  the  forehead.  We  then  took  charge  of  the  steamer,  putting  the  crew 
under  guard.  She  proved  to  be  the  steamship  Florida,  loading  with  cotton  for 
the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade.  Found  the  boilers  empty,  and  immedi- 
ately pumped  them  up,  and  proceeded  to  get  the  steamer  in  working  order. 
Finding  the  engineers  to  be  Union  men,  we  prevailed  on  them  to  assist  in  getting 
the  steamer  down. 

At  11  a.  m.  got  under  way  and  steamed  slowly  down  the  bay.  After  pro- 
ceeding about  five  miles  we  grounded  on  an  oyster  bank,  in  mid-channel;  used 
every  eftbrt  to  get  her  off,  without  success;  lay  there  all  night.  At  9  a.  m., 
tide  veering,  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat,  but  had  scarcely  gone  a  mile  when 
we  grounded  on  another  bar.  Finding  that  I  could  not  get  her  afloat,  and 
provisions  getting  scarce,  I  held  a  consultation  with  the  ofticers  and  crew,  and 
conclud(id  to  s(*t  those  on  shore  who  did  not  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States;  which  we  did,  sending  nine  men  and  the  chief  engineer. 
I  then  deemed  it  advisable  to  lighten  the  ship,  which  I  did  by  throwing  over- 
board thirty  bales  of  cotton,  considering  the  ship  in  a  critictal  condition.  I 
offered  to  the  pilot,  Wm.  H.  Harrison,  Samuel  Dayton,  chief  mate,  and  Robert 
Davidson,  first  engineer,  SoOO  each ;  likewise  to  Henry  Jones,  second  engineer, 
$250 ;  also  to  each  of  thci  greasers,  S50,  to  induce  them  to  make  every  effort  to 
get  the  boat  to  sea.  Next  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  got  the  8tcani(;r  afloat  and 
proceeded  down  the  bay.  On  arriving  abreast  of  St.  Andrewstown,  we  found 
it  impos:*ible  to  cross  the  bar,  owing  to  the  heavy  gale  tlien  blowing  from  the 
southwest;  came  to  an  anchor.  Finding  provisions  getting  sciirce,  and  having 
previously  been  informed  by  the  pilot  that  the  two  families  living  there  were 
Unionists,  I  was  induced  to  send  the  sloop  Lafayette,  in  charge  of  # James  H. 
Barry,  with  five  men  and  the  pilot,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  try  and  pn»cure 
some.     Seeing  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  Mr.  Barry  and  the  pilot  landed  and 
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were  met  by  a  womAn,  who  told  them  they  could  get  provisions  at  another 
place.  As  they  were  going  to  the  boat,  an  alarm  was  given  that  a  body  of 
armed  men,  to  the  number  of  forty  or  fifty,  were  running  towards  tl>om  from 
the  woods.  They  jumped  into  the  boat  and  made  for  the  sloop,  but  had 
scarcely  got  twenty  yards  from  shore  when  they  were  fired  at  by  the  rebels. 
They  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  the  sloop;  while  doing  which,  however, 
another  voHcy  was  fired,  instantly  killing  Samuel  Lawrence,  badly  wounding 
James  Finney,  and  also  wounding  James  H.  Barry  and  the  pilot.  They 
returned  the  fire,  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  back;  got  sloop  under  way  and 
reached  the  steamer.  We  then  fired  six  shells  into  the  town  from  our  small 
rifled  12-pounder,  which  we  had  takea  from  our  boat  and  mounted  on  the 
steamer.  The  gale  increasing,  let  go  the  other  anchor  and  kept  ship  under 
steam  all  night.  At  9  a.  m.  Jacob  F.  F.  Wendt  accidentally  shot  himself  in 
the  groin.  At  1  p.  m.  next  day,  wind  abating,  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to 
East  Pass.  On  reaching  the  pass,  and  finding  the  sea  running  very  high  on  the 
bar,  rendering  it  impossible  to  cross  without  great  risk,  came  to  anchor.  At  8 
the  next  morning  got  under  way ;  crossed  the  bar  and  proceeded  to  St.  Joseph's 
bay,  arriving  at  11  a.  m. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  whom  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  command.  And  further- 
more, I  wish  to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain 
Harrison,  our  pilot,  in  bravely  assisting  to  defend  our  men  in  the  sloop  against 
the  tremendous  odds  opposed  to  them.  I  wish  also  to  express  ray  heartfelt 
thanks  to  Sailingmaster  John  C.  Hamlin  and  Master's  Mate  James  H.  Barry 
for  their  conduct  during  the  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELNATHAN  LEWIS, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer, 

Volunteer  Lieut.  Cate,  United  States  Bark  Pursuit, 


Destruction  of  salt-ioorks  in  Florida f  October  6,  18G2. 

United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys,  October  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  4th  of 
October  instant,  having  touched  at  Tampa  Bay  and  delivered  the  despatches 
with  which  I  was  charged. 

I  found  the  United  States  steamer  Somerset  at  anchor  off  Depot  key.  A 
boat  was  sent  me  to  report  that  in  an  attack  on  some  salt-works  fifteen  men  of 
the  Somerset,  under  the  executive  officer,  had  been  fired  on  from  a  house  in  front 
of  which  two  or  three  women  were  walking,  and  from  whose  top  a  large  white 
flag  was  firing,  and  seven  of  the  fifteen  wounded.  The  force  was  obliged  to 
return  without  accomplishing  all  their  work. 

I  determined  to  fit  out  a  strong  expedition;  to  send  men  enough  to  overcome 
all  opposition.     The  rebels  here  neecfed  a  lesson,  and  they  have  had  it. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crosman's  report  for  par- 
ticulars. In  the  two  expeditions  between  fifty  and  sixty  boilers  were  destroyed; 
tin?  houses  were  burned  on  account  of  the  treacherous  use  made  of  one  of  them 
on  October  4. 

Credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crpsman,  in  charge  of  the  combined 
expedition,  and  to  Acting  Master  Dennison,  executive  officer  of  the  Somerset, 
in  charge  of  the  Somerset's  boats,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  both  vessels, 
tor  the  successful  issue.    A  large  amount  of  property  was  destroyed,  and  not  a 
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man  was  injured  on  our  side.     It  is  said  that  the  salt-works  destroyed  were 
capable  of  making  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  salt  per  diem. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  HOWELL, 
Commander^  United  States  Navy. 
Rear  Admiral  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  United  States  Squadron,  Key  West,  ifc. 


United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Off  Sea-horse  Key,  Octoher  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  an 
expedition  left  the  harbor  for  the  purpose  of  demolishing  some  salt-works  of  the 
rebels  upon  the  main  land.  The  expedition  consisted  of  four  boats  from  tbiB 
ship  and  four  from  the  United  States  steamer  Somerset,  numbering  in  all  one 
hundred  and  eleven  men.     Two  of  the  boats  had  howitzers. 

Twenty  or  thirty  armed  guerillas  were  put  to  flight  by  the  shell,  shrapnel, 
and  canister,  with  which  the  houses,  woods,  and  underbrush  were  searcned; 
then  the  small-arm  men  landed,  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  each  flank  of  the 
guns,  and  the  working  parties  destroyed  the  boilers,  which  were  of  various  shapes 
and  curious  construction.  The  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  were  fired,  and 
the  boats  proceeded  to  the  next  station.  Here  the  boats  covered  the  working 
parties,  and  no  small-arm  men  were  needed.  It  was  necessary  to  put  howitzer 
shell  through  two  very  thick  cast-iron  and  two  strong  wrought-iron  boilers; 
the  buildings  were  then  burned.  Just  after  leaving  this  latter  place  the  cars 
came  in  and  probably  .brought  a  re-enforcement,  as  people  on  shore  yelled  and 
shouted  and  fired  some  twenty  shots  at  the  boats.  From  the  sound,  I  judge 
them  to  be  Minie  or  Enfield  rifle  bullets.  None  of  them,  however,  struck  any 
of  the  men,  nor  would  they  have  done  any  harm,  as  the  distance  was  too  ereat. 

The  expedition  was  entirely  successful— destroyed  some  twenty  boilers, 
burned  to  the  ground  all  the  buildings  within  reach,  besides  two  upon  Way 
key ;  no  confusion  was  exhibited  in  landing,  nor  was  there  any  departure  from 
the  inj^tnictions  given  prior  to  it;  no  useless  expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  no 
one  hurt. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  CROSMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  in  Command  of  the  Expedition. 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  United  States  Gunboat  Tahoma, 

Cedar  Keys,  Florida. 


United  States  Gunboat  Somerset, 

Cedar  Keys,  October  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Having  received  reliable  information  that  most  all  the  rebel  troops  stationed 
at  No.  4  (the  present  terminus  of  the  Femandina  railroad)  had  been  sent  away, 
and  knowing  they  had  very  extensive  salt-works  there,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
destroy  them,  if  possible.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  I 
took  position  with  this  vessel,  as  close  as  the  draught  of  water  would  admit, 
threw  }<ome  dozen  shells,  when  they  hoisted  the  white  flag.     Despatched  the 
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boats  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Dennison,  with  instructions  to  destroy  all  the 
salt-works  that  could  be  found.  He  had  succeeded  in  demolishing  quite  a 
number  without  any  resistance.  Upon  arriving  at  the  place  where  the  white 
flag  was  flying,  he  found  the  works  to  be  very  large.  Seeing  several  women  at 
the  house,  he  could  not  fire.  No  sooner,  however,  had  his  men  got  out  of  the 
boats  to  destroy  the  works  than  they  were  fired  upon  by  some  twenty-five  per- 
sons concealed  in  the  rear.     He  returned  the  fire,  killing  and  wounding  several. 

The  party  that  had  been  sent  with  the  howitzer,  not  being  able  to  get  up 
from  the  tide's  falling,  I  recalled  them.  They  destroyed  several  barrels  of  salt, 
a  number  of  boats,  and  captured  one  launch  and  a  large  flat. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  Tahoma  having  arrived,  a  much  larger  expe- 
dition was  fitted  out,  which  proved  perfectly  successful,  without  meeting  with 
much  resistance. 

The  whole  number  of  salt-boilers  destroyed  in  the  two  days  by  the  two 
parties  was  between  fifty  and  sixty,  some  of  them  making  as  high  as  five  bushels 
per  day;  and  from  all  the  information  I  can  obtain  from  contrabands,  they  were 
making  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  every  twenty-four  hours,  work- 
ing night  and  day. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  casualties  of  the  fourth. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  ENGLISH, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  Jambs  L.  Lardxrr, 

Commanding  Eagtem  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Somerset, 
Off  Cedar  Keyn,  Florida,  October  4.  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  to-day,  in  the 
destruction  of  the  salt-works  at  Station  No.  4. 

Killed. — None. 

Wounded  dangerously, — Henry  Everett,  captain  of  after-guard,  wounded  in 
four  places  with  buckshot,  one  entering  the  abdomen  below  the  umbilicus,  one 
passing  through  the  left  thigh,  one  lodging  in  the  left  ankle,  and  one  in  the  right 
arm ;  Randolph  Cooke,  seaman,  wounded  in  the  throat,  a  shot  passing  through 
the  larynx  and  oesophagus  into  the  left  side  of  the  neck. — 2. 

Wounded  severely. — James  O'Niell,  seaman,  wounded  in  four  places  with 
buckshot,  two  passing  through  the  left  thigh,  one  through  the  left  ann  near 
the  writ»t,  and  one  striking  the  chest  without  penetrating ;  Willis  H.  Hines,  sea- 
man, gunshot  wound  of  the  left  arm,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  deltoid 
muscle;  John  Willard,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  the  right  ann,  a  buckshot 
passing  tlimugh  the  forearm,  between  radius  and  ulna;  Thomas  Wiiscm,  1st 
ordinary  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  the  left  arm,  a  buckshot  passing  nearly 
through  the  deltoid  muscle. — 4. 

Wounded  slightly, — ^William  E.  Dennison,  acting  master  and  executive  officer, 
struck  on  the  right  hip  by  a  spent  ball ;  Frederick  Block,  struck  on  the  fore- 
head by  a  spent  buckshot — 2. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  J.  DRAPER, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon, 

Lieutenant  Commander  Earl  English, 

United  States  Navy. 
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CAPTURE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Captain  D.  G.  Farragut  sailed  from  Hampton  roads,  in  the  United  States 
steamer  Hartford,  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1S62,  to  assume  the  duties  of. 
flag-officer  of  the  Western  Gulf  blockading  squadron.  In  addition  to  the  ordi- 
nary blockading  duties,  he  was  specially  charged  with  the  reduction  of  the 
defences  guarding  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  taking  possession 
of  that  city,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  from  his  confidential 
instructions : 

Navy  Department,  January  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  When  the  Hartford  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  communicate  with  Flag- 
Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  who  is  directed  by  the  enclosed  despatch  to  transfer  to 
you  the  command  of  the  Western  Gulf  blockading  squadron.  •  •  •  •  • 
•  •  There  will  be  attached  to  your  squadron  a  fleet  of  bomb-vessels,  and 
armed  steamers  enough  to  manage  them,  all  under  command  of  Conmiander  D. 
D.  Porter,  who  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you.  As  fast  as  these  vessels  are  got 
ready  they  will  be  scut  to  Key  West  to  await  the  arrival  of  all,  and  the  com- 
manding officers,  who  will  be  permitted  to  organize  and  practice  with  them  at 
that  port. 

When  these  formidable  mortars  arrive,  and  you  arc  completely  ready,  you 
will  collect  such  vessels  as  can  be  spared  from  the  blockade  and  proceed  up  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  reduce  the  defences  which  guard  the  approaches  to^ew 
Orleans,  when  you  will  appear  off  that  city  and  take  possession  of  it  under  the 
guns  of  yom*  squadron,  ana  hoist  the  Aiperican  flag  therein,  keeping  possession 
until  troops  can  be  sent  to  you.  If  the  Mi}<sissippi  expedition  from  Cairo  shall 
not  have  descended  the  river,  you  will  take  advantage  of  the  panic  to  push  a 
strong  force  up  the  river  to  take  all  their  defences  in  the  rear.  As  you  have 
expressed  yourself  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  force  given  to  you,  and  as  many 
more  powerful  vessels  will  be  added  before  you  can  commence  operations,  the 
department  and  the  country  willirequire  of  you  success.  •  •  •  •  There 
are  other  operations,  of  minor  importance,  which  will  commend  themselves  to 
your  judgment  and  skill,  but  which  must  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
great  object  in  view — the  certain  capture  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Destroy  the  armed  barriers  which  these  deluded  people  have  raised  up  against 
the  power  of  the  United  States  government,  and  shoot  down  those  who  war 
against  the  Union ;  but  cultivate  with  cordiality  the  first  retiurning  reason,  which 
is  sure  to  follow  your  success. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Apjwintal  to  command  }Yeitcrn  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

On  the  lOtli  of  February  the  flag-officer  was  again  confidentially  addressed, 
as  follows : 

Navy  Department,  Fchruanj  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  to  you  herewith  sketches  from  the  United  States  Engineer 
bureau  relative  to  the  works  on  the  Mi.>*si8sippi  river;  also  a  memorandum  pre- 
pared by  General  Barnard,  United  States  anny,  who  constructed  Fort  St.  Philip. 
The  most  important  operation  of  the  war  is  confided  to  yourself  and  your  brave 
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associates,  and  every  light  possible  to  obtain  should  be  careftdly  considered 
before  putting  into  operation  the  plan  which  your  judgment  dictates. 

It  is  reported  that  nineteen  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  over  the  bar.  If  this 
be  true,  the  frigate  Mississippi  can  be  got  over  without  much  difficulty.  The 
Colorado  draws  about  twenty-two  feet ;  she  lightens  one  inch  to  twenty-four 
tons ;  her  keel  is  about  two  feet  deep.  The  frigate  Wabash,  when  in  New 
York,  in  1858,  drew,  without  her  spar-deck  guns,  stores,  water-casks,  tanks,  and 
coal,  (excepting  thirty  tons,)  aft,  twenty  feet  four  inches;  forward,  sixteen 
feet ;  or,  on  an  even  keel,  eighteen  feet  four  inches.  This  would  indicate  a  very 
easy  passage  for  this  noble  vessel ;  and  if  it  be  potsihle  to  get  these  two 
steamers  over,  and  perhaps  a  sailing  vessel  also,  you  will  take  care  to  use  every 
exertion  to  do  so.  The  powerful  tugs  in  the  bomb  flotilla  will  afford  the  neces- 
sary pulling  power.  The  tops  of  these  large  steamers  are  from  thirty  to  fifty 
feet  above  the  fort,  and  command  the  parapets  and  interior  completely  with 
howitzers  and  musketry.  The  Wachusett,  at  Boston ;  the  Oneida,  Richmond, 
Varuna,  and  Dakota,  at  New  York ;  and  the  Iroquois,  from  the  West  Indies, 
are  ordered  to  report  to  you,  with  all  practicable  despatch,  and  every  gunboat 
wirich  can  be  got  ready  in  time  will  have  the  same  orders.  All  of  the  bomb- 
vessels  have  sailed,  and  the  steamers  to  accompany  them  are  being  prepared 
with  gi-eat  despatch.     It  is  believed  the  last  will  be  off  by  the  16th  instant. 

Eighteen  thousand  men  are  being  sent  to  the  Gulf  to  co-operate  in  the  move- 
ments which  will  give  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States  full  possession  of  the 
ports  within  the  limits  of  your  command.  You  will,  however,  carry  out  your 
instructions  with  regard  to  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile  without  any  delay  beyond 
that  imposed  upon  you  by  your  own  careful  preparation.  A  division  from  Ship 
island  will  probably  be  ready  to  occupy  the  forts  that  will  fall  into  your  hands. 
The  department  relies  upon  your  skill  to  give  direction  to  the  powerful  force 
placed  at  your  disposal,  and  upon  your  personal  character  to  hifuse  a  hearty 
co-operation  amongst  your  officei-s,  free  from  unworthy  jealousies.  If  successful, 
you  open  the  way  to  the  sea  for  the  great  west,  never  again  to  be  closed.  The 
rebellion  will  be  riven  in  the  centre,  and  the  flag  to  which  you  have  been  so 
faithful  will  n»cover  its  supremacy  in  every  State. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  ' 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Flag-OfficcT  D.  G.  Farraout,  U,  S.  N., 

Com*g  Western  GvJf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

Captain  Farragut  arrived  at  Ship  island  on  the  20th  of  February,  having 
been  detained  some  time  at  Key  West.  He  immediately  commenced  arranging 
his  s((uadron  with  a  view  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  special  duty  assigned 
him.  The  difficulties  encoimtered  in  getting  the  larger  vessels  over  the  bar 
were  greater  than  was  anticipated.  On  the  12th  March  the  flag-officer  wrote 
as  follows : 

United  States  Steamer  Hartford, 

Southuest  Pass,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  the  views  of  Captain  Bailey,  who,  like  myself,  thinks 
it  impossible  to  get  the  Colorado  over  the  bar  of  the  Mississippi.  I  have  also 
been  working  hard  at  Pass  j\  TOutre  with  a  good  pilot,  trying  to  get  the  Brook- 
lyn over  that  bar,  and,  after  getting  her  off  on  the  11th,  I  gave  it  up,  as  we 
could  not  get  more  than  twelve  feet  at  the  shoalest  pass.  I  then  came  down  to 
this  pass  with  her,  where  Mr.  Halter,  our  Coast  Survey  assistant,  had  examined 
and  ably  buoyed  the  bar;  and  I  am  happy  to  »ay  the  Brooklyn  passed  over, 
only  grounding  once,  bat  got  off  in  less  than  an  hour.     She  drew  at  the  time 
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fifteen  feet  water.     Captain  Craven  has  been  unremitting  in  Ms  exertions  to  get 
his  ship  over  the  bar,  but  we  have  not  found  the  water  formerly  carried  over 
these  bars ;  no  doubt  for  the  reason  that  the  daily  passing  of  large  ships  kept 
the  channel  open.     It  does  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  either  Mr.  Halter 
(Coast  Survey  assistant)  or  the  pilots  that  the  Colorado  can  possibly  pass  the 
bar,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  Mississippi  will  be  gotten  over;  but  we  will 
soon  be  able  to  decide  by  actual  trial.     I  now  have  at  the  head  of  the  passeB 
the  following  forces :  Brooklyn  and  three  gunboats.     All  intercourse  is  stopped 
between  the  city  and  bar.    ••••••  • 

Captain  Bell  has  just  returned  from  a  reconnoissance  of  the  river  up  as  high  as 
within  about  five  miles  of  the  forts,  where  he  saw  and  chased  up  two  steamers 
above  the  forts,  where  four  more  steamers  and  six  schooners  were  lying.     Our 
flag  is  now,  I  hope,  permanently  hoisted  on  Louisiana  soil. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J>.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag  Officer,  Western  ^ulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Natty ,  Washington. 

On  the  18th  of  March  the  flag-officer  writes  as  follows: 

United  States  Steamer  Colorado, 

Ship  Island,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  state  that,  after  learning  the  state  of  the  bars  at  the  mouths 
of  the  Mississippi,  it  has  been  deemed  perfectly  impracticable  to  get  the  Colorado 
over  either  of  them,  and  the  idea  has  therefore  been  abandoned.  *  *  * 
We  have  had  great  difficulty  in  reducing  the  draught  of  the  steamers  Pensacola 
and  Mississippi  sufficiently  to  get  them  over.  The  latter  will  be  taken  to  the 
bar  with  nothing  in  her  but  sufficient  coal  to  accomplish  that  object,  and  will 
then  have  to  be  pulled  through  at  least  one  foot  of  mud  by  the  tugs.  Captain 
Porter's  tug-boats  Clinton  and  Westfield  arrived  to-night,  very  much  to  our 
relief,  as  we  had  feared  for  their  safety.         •  •  •  •  # 

As  Captain  Porter  has  arrived  with  his  mortar  fleet,  I  shall  push  things  for- 
ward with  all  possible  despatch.  Two  of  the  large  ships  now  occupy  the  head 
of  the  passes,  with  lour  gunboats,  and  I  shall  take  the  remaining  three  down 
with  me  when  I  leave  this  place,  which  will  be  in  a  day  or  two. 

My  presence  here  has  been  made  necessary  to  attend  to  some  of  the  details 
of  the  stjuadron.  IVeparations  have  been  materially  retarded  in  this  quarter  by 
the  continuance  of  heavy  winds  ever  since  this  month  set  in ;  but  be  assured 
that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  expedite  our  work. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 

On  the  28th  of  March  Fleet  Captain  H.  H.  Bell  made  a  reconnoissance  of 
Mississippi  river  from  the  head  of  the  passes  to  the  fort:?.  The  followhig  is  his 
report : 

United  States  Ship  Hartford, 
Head  of  Passes  J  Mississipiii,  March  28,  18G2. 

Sir  :  I  proceeded  to-day,  in  the  Kennebec,  accompaniod  by  the  Wissaliickon, 
to  examine  the  river  and  the  forts  at  the  bend.     The  left  or  east  bank,  all  the  » 
way  up,  is  quite  clear  of  trees  and  bushes ;   no  houses  appear  before  the  salt- 
works are  approached,  and  these  are  abandoned  except  by  one  family.     The 
right  or  west  bank  is  better  wooded,  and  quite  thickly,  for  four  miles  below 
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Fort  Jackson.     A  few  dilapidated  houses  and  some  cattle  were  observed  also, 
on  both  banks,  from  the  salt-works  up  to  the  forts. 

No  steamer  appeared  in  view  until  the  forts  became  visible.  Shortly  after 
the  Star  ran  out  a  little  distance  below  the  boom,  but  speedily  retreated  above 
it  again,  parsing  up  close  to  the  Jackson  bank.  One  20-pounder  rifle  was  fired 
at  her,  but  fell  very  short ;  she  seems  to  carry  no  cotton  now.  I  approached 
the  forts  at  extreme  range  of  their  guns,  keeping  on  the  left  or  east  bank  of  the 
river.  Four  guns  from  Jackson  and  two  from  St.  Philip  opened  fire  upon  us, 
throwing  shells  which  exploded  by  concussion,  very  few  of  them  failing.  The 
two  guns  from  St.  Philip  reached  as  far  down  the  river  as  any  from  Jackson. 
The  trees  and  bushes  on  the  right  or  west  bank  were  cleared  away  from  Jack- 
son to  the  extreme  range  of  their  guns  down  the  river. 

On  the  bend  below  tfackson  a  point  makes  out,  upon  which  there  is  something 
like  a  round  fort ;  and  I  thought  I  observed  there  three  embrasures,  but  no  guns. 
Between  this  point  and  Jackson,  apparently  under  the  guns  of  the  exterior 
work,  is  the  starting-point  of  the  boom  or  obstruction,  consisting  of  a  raft  of  logs 
and  eight  hulks  moored  abreast,  from  fifty  to  eighty  yards  apart,  and  extending 
across  the  river  to  about  half  a  mile  below  St.  Philip ;  the  raft  lies  between  the 
bank  on  the  Jackson  side  and  the  hulks.  On  shore,  near  the  raft,  are  two 
structures  which  1  inferred  were  windlasses  for  tautening  the  cable ;  here  the 
steamers  pass  through.  I  could  discern  nothing  extending  from  hulk  to  hulk, 
nor  anything  like  fire-rafts.  Observed  at  the  forts  two  steamers  with  steam  up, 
two  biurks,  and  a  schooner.  One  of  the  boom  hulks,  second  from  the  left  bank, 
(east,)  had  one  mast  standing ;  the  masts  were  out  of  all  the  others.  The  two 
forts  fired  from  twenty  to  twenty  five  shots  at  us,  well  directed,  some  of  them 
falling  within  half  a  cable's  length  of  us.  I  observed  them  about  half  an  hour, 
and  then  turned  down  the  river  witliout  firing  at  them,  the  range  of  our  guns 
being  no  better  than  theirs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  H.  H.  BELL, 

Fleet' CapfaiUf  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farhaout, 

United  States  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

On  the  8th  of  April  Flag-Officcr  Farragut  informs  the  department  that  the 
Mississippi  and  Pensacola  are  over  the  bar,  and  that  his  preparations  for  tke 
special  work  on  hand  are  nearly  completed.     Uis  despatch  is  as  follows  : 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Mississippi  River,  Head  of  Passes,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  announce  to  the  department,  at  last,  that  the 
Mississippi  and  Pensacola  are  over  the  bar,  and  are  now  preparing  for  their 
work  up  tlie  river.  The  bomb  flotilla  are  moving  up  to  be  in  readiness  to  take 
their  positions.  General  )*utlcr  paid  me  a  visit  last  evening  from  Ship  island, 
and  offered  me  coal  to  facilitate  my  movements,  and  I  now  find  that  our  own 
vessels  are  beginning  to  arrive,  so  that  my  alarms  on  that  account  are  dispelled, 
and  so  soon  as  the  vessels  can  coal  and  get  their  stores  and  munitions  of  war 
on  board  we  will  be  ready  to  proceed  up  the  river.  •  •  #  • 

I  have  taken  good  houses  at  Pilot  Town  for 'hospital  purposes,  and  installed 
temporarily  Surgeon  Wales,  of  the  Colorado,  as  hospital  surgeon,  and  ordered 
Asi^i^tant  Surgeon  Burbank,  from  the  Santce,  to  assist  him. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 

VOL,  III 18 
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The  following  instructions  were  given  by  the  flag-officer  to  the  commanderf 
of  the  vessels  in  the  squadron  : 

GENERAL   ORDERS. 

You  will  prepare  your  ship  for  service  in  the  Mississippi  river  in  the  following 
manner : 

Send  down  the  top-gallant  masts.  Big  in  the  flying  jib-boom,  and  land  all 
the  spars  and  rigging,  except  what  are  necessary  for  the  three  topsails,  foresail, 
jib,  and  spanker.  Trice  up  to  the  topmast  stays  or  land  the  wiiiskers,  and 
bring  all  the  rigging  into  the  bowsprit,  so  that  there  shall  be  nothing  in  the 
range  of  the  direct  Are  ahead. 

Make  arrangements,  if  possible,  to  mount  one  or  two  guns  on  the  poop  and 
top-gallant  forecastle;  in  other  words,  be  prepared  to  use  as  many  guns  as  pos- 
sible ahead  and  astern,  to  protect  yourself  against  the  enemy's  gunboats  and 
batteries,  bearing  in  mind  that  you  will  always  have  to  ride  head  to  the  current, 
and  can  only  avail  yourself  of  the  sheer  of  the  helm  to  point  a  broadside  gun 
more  than  three  points  forward  of  the  beam. 

Have  a  kedge  in  the  mizzen  chains  (or  any  convenient  place)  on  the  quarter, 
with  a  hawser  bent  and  leading  through  in  the  stem  chock,  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency ;  also  grapnels  in  the  boats,  ready  to  hook  on  to,  and  to  tow  off,  fire-ships. 
Trim  your  vessel  a  few  inches  by  the  head,  so  that  if  she  touches  the  bottcmi 
she  will  not  swing  head  down  the  river.  Put  your  boat  howitzers  in  the  fore- 
maintops,  on  the  boat  carriages,  and  secure  them  for  firing  abeam,  &c.  Should 
any  injury  occur  to  the  machinery  of  the  ship,  making  it  necessary  to  drop 
down  the  river,  you  will  back  and  fill  down  under  sail,  or  you  can  drop  your 
anchor  and  drift  down,  but  in  no  case  attempt  to  turn  the  ship's  bead  down 
stream.  You  will  have  a  spare  hawser  ready,  and  when  ordered  to  take  in  tow 
your  next  astern  do  so,  keeping  the  hawser  slack  so  long  as  the  ship  can  main- 
tain her  own  position,  having  a  care  not  to  foul  the  propeller. 

No  vessel  must  withdraw  from  battle,  under  any  circumstances,  without  the 
consent  of  the  flag-officer.  You  will  see  that  force  and  other  pumps  and  engine 
hose  are  in  good  order,  and  men  stationed  by  them,  and  your  men  will  be  drilletl 
to  the  extinguishing  of  fire. 

Have  light  Jacob-ladders  made  to  throw  over  the  side  for  the  use  of  the 
carpenters  in  stopping  shot  holes,  who  are  to  be  supplied  with  pieces  of  inch 
board  lined  with  felt  and  ordinary  nails,  and  see  that  the  ports  are  marked  in 
accordance  with  the  "ordnance  instructions"  on  the  berth  deck,  to  show  the 
locality  of  the  shot  hole. 

Have  many  tubs  of  water  about  the  decks,  both  for  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guishing fire  and  for  drinking.  Have  a  heavy  kedge  in  the  port  main-chnina, 
and  a  whip  on  the  main  yard,  ready  to  run  it  up  and  let  fall  on  the  deck  of  any 
vessel  j'ou  may  run  alongside  of,  in  order  to  secure  her  for  boarding. 

You  will  be  careful  to  have  lanyards  on  the  lever  of  the  screw  so  as  to  secure 
the  gun  at  the  proper  elevation,  and  prevent  it  from  running  down  at  eachjire. 
I  wish  you  to  understand  that  the  day  is  at  hand  when  you  will  be  ciillcd  upon 
to  miict  the  enemy  in  the  worst  form  for  our  profession.  You  must  be  prepwKl 
to  execute  all  those  duties  to  which  you  have  boon  so  long  trained  in  the  navy 
without  having  the  opportunity  of  practicing.  I  expect  every  vesners  crew  to 
be  well  exercised  at  their  guns,  because  it  i^i  required  by  the  regulations  of  the 
service,  and  it  is  usually  the  first  object  of  our  attention ;  but  they  must  be 
equally  well  trained  for  stopping  $hot  holes  and  extinguishing  fire.  Hot  and 
cold  shot  will,  no  doubt,  be  freely  dealt  to  us,  and  there  must  be  stout  hearts 
and  quick  hands  to  extinguish  the  one  and  stop  the  holes  of  the  other. 

I  shall  expect  the  most  prompt  attention  to  signals  and  verbal  orders,  either 
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from  myself  or  the  captain  of  the  fleet,  who,  it  will  be  understood,  in  all  cases 
acts  by  my  authority. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Commencement  and  progress  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Jackson, 

Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River,  April  2,  18G2. 

Sir  :  We  commenced  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Jackson  on  the  16th,  which 
was  the  earliest  day  possible  after  the  arrival  of  coal.  On  the  first  day  the 
citadel  was  set  on  fire,  and  burnt  until  two  o'clock  the  next  morning.  On  the 
17th  we  made  but  little  apparent  impression  on  the  fort. 

On  the  18th  we  dismounted  one  of  their  heavy  columbiads,  and  otherwise 
appeared  to  damage  them,  and  drove  the  men  from  the  parapet  guns,  so  that 
they  only  appeared  occasionally  when  the  gunboats  took  part  in  the  bombard- 
ment to  draw  the  fire  from  the  bomb- vessels.  On  the  19th  a  deserter  came  to 
us  from  the  fort,  and  gave  the  information  that  I  have  stated  above,  and  much 
other  information  in  relation  to  the  armament  of  the  forts  and  their  general 
condition. 

The  wind  was  blowing  from  the  northwest,  and  chilly,  the  current  running 
with  great  strength,  so  that  the  ships,  when  under  way,  could  scarcely  stem  it, 
BO  that  I  shall  await  a  change  of  wind  and  a  consequent  less  violent  current 
before  1  attack  the  forts,  as  1  find  great  difficulty  in  avoiding  collisions  among 
the  vessels.  Two  of  tlie  ganboats,  Katahdin  and  Sciota,  have  been  seriously 
damaged  by  getting  across-hawse  of  the  ships  and  running  into  each  other.  We 
lose  a  great  many  anchors  and  cables,  and  those  articles  are  very  much  wanted 
in  the  squadron.     The  Hartford  is  almost  the  only  ship  that  has  not  lost  both. 

On  the  first  day's  fire  of  the  enemy  they  put  a  shot  through  one  of  the  mortar 
vessels  and  killed  one  man,  but  did  not  destroy  her  efficiency.  The  second  day 
they  sunk  one  with  a  rifle  shot,  but  hurt  no  one  materially.  They  have  sent 
down  five  fire-raft^ ;  none  produced  any  effect  on  the  fleet  except  the  last,  which 
only  caused  the  collision  of  the  Sciota  and  Kineo,  both  of  which  vessels  dragged 
across  the  bows  of  the  Mississippi,  and  carried  away  the  mainmast  of  the  first, 
and  damaged  them  both  very  much  otherwise ;  but  the  raft  was  turned  clear  of 
all  the  vessels  of  the  fleet,  but  as  the  wind  and  strong  current  were  peculiarly 
favorable,  it  gave  us  more  trouble  than  on  any  former  occasion. 

I  sent  up  Commander  Bell  \sL»t  evening  to  destroy  the  chain  and  raft  across 
the  river,  but  the  current  was  so  strong  that  he  could  accomplish  but  little,  in 
consequence  of  one  of  his  gunboats  getting  on  shore,  and  she  was  only  saved  by 
great  exertion,  as  the  enemy  were  firing  on  them  all  the  time. 

Commander  Porter,  however,  kept  up  such  a  tremendous  fire  on  them  from 
the  mortars  that  the  enemy's  shot  did  the  gunboats  no  injury,  and  the  cable  was 
separated  and  their  connexion  broken  sufficiently  to  pass  through  on  the  lef^ 
bank  of  the  river.  The  petard  operator  failed  to  fire  his  petards,  owing  to  the 
breaking  of  his  wires,  which  prevented  the  full  destruction  of  the  chain  and  the 
vessels ;  but  great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  violence  of  the  current,  which 
exceeds  anything  we  have  had  to  contend  with  since  our  arrival  in  the  river. 

In  conclusion,  I  regret  to  say  that  the  fleet  is  in  want  of  all  the  essentials  to 
carry  on  our  work — shells,  fuzes,  (15''  and  20'',)  serge  and  yam,  to  make  car- 
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tridge-bags,  grape  and  cannister  shot — ^for  all  of  which  I  made  large  TeqmBitionSy 
and  the  articles  may  be  on  their  way  out.* 

The  medical  department  is  miserably  supplied  for  the  care  of  the  wounded. 
General  Butler  has  oflfered  to  share  with  us,  in  fact,  everything  he  has,  which 
will  supply  many  of  our  wants ;  but  justice  to  myself  requires  me  to  say  that  I 
required  all  these  supplies  some  time  before  I  left  Hampton  roads,  and  others 
immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Key  West  or  Ship  island,  and  I  suppose  accidental 
causes  have  stopped  them  on  their  way  out  here.* 
My  coal  arrived  just  in  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Attack  on  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

At  anchor  off'  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  24th  instant,  at 
about  half-past  3  a.  m.,  I  attacked  Fort  St.  Philip  and  Fort  Jackson  witb  mv 
little  fleet,  while  Commander  Porter  most  gallantly  bombarded  them,  and, 
besides,  took  them  in  the  flank  with  his  steamers,  aided  by  the  Portsmouth. 
Such  a  fire,  I  imagine,  the  world  has  rarely  seen,  but,  thank  God,  we  got  past 
the  forts  with  a  loss  of  only  twenty-four  killed  and  eighty -six  wounded;  but  as 
I  have  not  heard  what  became  of  the  three  gunboats  Kennebec,  Itasca,  and 
Winona,  I  fear  they  were  lost  in  passing,  and  the  Varuna  was  run  into  by  two 
of  the  rebel  steamers,  and  finally  sunk.  I  took  (and  burnt)  eleven  steam  gun- 
boats, and  two  hundred  troops  or  upwards.  I  then  pushed  up  for  the  city  of 
Now  Orleans,  leaving  two  gunboats  to  aid  General  Butler  in  landing  at  the 
quarantine,  and  sent  him  a  communication  by  Commander  Boggs,  requesting 
him  to  come  up  at  once.  I  came  up  to  within  six  or  seven  miles  of  tne  city, 
when  two  forts  opened  on  us,  but  we  silenced  them  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
although  it  was  warm  work  while  it  lasted.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  killed 
and  wounded.  We  only  lost  one  man,  and  none  wounded,  although  Captain 
Bailey,  in  the  Cayuga,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrison,  and  this  ship, 
stood  the  first  brunt  of  the  action,  before  the  other  vessels  could  get  up.  We 
drove  them  from  their  guns,  and  passed  up  to  the  city  in  fine  style,  ana  I  now 
send  this  notice  of  our  having  taken  possession  of  the  city  at  meridian  or  a  few 
minutes  p.  m. 

But  I  must  say  I  never  witnessed  such  vandalism  in  my  life  as  the  destruction 
of  property ;  all  the  shipping,  steamboats,  &c.,  were  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 
TJhe  new  iron-clad  ram,  just  finished,  but  without  her  machinery,  went  floating 
by  us.  While  I  am  finishing  this  report.  Captain  Bailey  has  been  sent  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

I  shall  now  send  down  with  this  letter  Commander  Smith,  in  the  Mississippi, 
to  look  after  General  Butler,  and  a  ram,  which  it  appears  we  left  behind  at  r'ort 
Jackson,  as  it  might  be  more  than  a  match  for  the  two  gunboats  I  left  behind. 

o  The  ordnance  and  hospital  stores  were  shipped  on  the  United  States  steamer  Kensington, 
which  was  preveuted  by  bad  weather,  breaking  of  machioery,  and  other  canses  from  reach- 
ing her  destination  as  early  as  designed.    She  arrived,  however,  in  season 
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In  conclusion,  I  hope  I  have  done  all  I  proposed  to  do,  which  was,  to  take 
the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  and  I  will  now,  in  conjunction  with  the  army.  General 
Butler,  reduce  the  forts,  and  take  car^  of  the  outlet  from  the  west,  and  purpose 
immediately  to  ascend  to  meet  Flag-Officer  Foote. 

The  conauct  of  the  officers  and  men  has  been  such  as  to  command  my  highest 
admiration,  and  shall  hereafler  be  a  subject  of  more  special  commendation. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  9/ the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Announcement  of  the  capture  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  and  surrender 

of  NetD  Orleans. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off  the  City  of  New  Orleans^  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that  our  flag  waves  over  both  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  at  New  Orleans  over  the  custom-house.  I  am 
taking  every  means  to  secure  the  occupation  by  General  Butler  of  all  the  forts 
along  the  coast.  Berwick's  bay  and  Fort  Pike  have  been  abandoned ;  in  fact, 
there  is  a  general  stampede,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  follow  it  up.  •  •  •  • 
I  am  bringing  up  the  troops  as  fast  as  possible.  We  have  destroyed  all  the 
forts  above  the  city,  four  in  number,  which  are  understood  to  be  all  the  impedi- 
ments between  this  and  Memphis. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Flag- Officer  Farragut's  detailed  report  of  tJie  battles  of  the  Mississippi. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off' the  City  of  New  Orleans,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  my  report,  in  detail,  of  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans.  On  the  23d  of  March  I  made  all  my  arrangements  for  the 
attack  on,  and  passage  of.  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Every  vessel  was  as  well  prepared  as  the  ingenuity  of  her  commander  and 
officers  could  suggest,  both  for  the  preservation  of  life  and  of  the  vessel,  and, 
perhaps,  there  is  not  on  record  such  a  display  of  ingenuity  as  has  been  evinced 
in  this  little  squadron.  The  first  was  by  the  engineer  of  the  Richmond,  Mr. 
Moore,  by  suggesting  that  the  sheet  cables  be  stopped  up  and  down  on  the  sides 
in  the  line  of  the  engines,  which  was  immediately  adopted  by  all  the  vessels. 
Then  each  commander  made  his  own  arrangements  for  stopping  the  shot  from 
penetrating  the  boilers  or  machinery  that  might  come  in  forward  or  abaft,  by 
nammocks,  coal,  bags  of  ashes,  bags  of  sand,  clothes  bags,  and,  in  fact,  every 
device  imaginable.  The  bulwarks  were  lined  with  hammocks  by  some,  by 
splinter  nettings  made  with  ropes  by  others.     Some  rubbed  their  vessels  over 
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with  mud,  to  make  their  ships  less  visihle,  and  some  whitewashed  their  decks, 
to  make  things  more  visible  by  night  during  the  fight,  all  of  which  yon  will 
find  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  the  commanders.  In  the  afternoon  I  viaited 
each  ship,  in  order  to  know  positively  that  each  commander  understood  my 
orders  for  the  attack,  and  to  see  that  all  was  in  readiness.  I  had  looked  to 
their  efficiency  before.  Every  one  appeared  to  understand  their  orders  weU« 
and  looked  forward  to  the  conflict  with  firmness,  but  with  anxiety,  as  it  was  to 
be  in  the  night,  or  at  2  o'clock  a.  m. 

I  had  previously  sent  Captain  Bell,  with  the  petard  man,  with  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Crosby,  in  the  Finola,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell,  in 
the  Itasca,  to  break  the  chain  which  crossed  the  river,  and  was  supported  by 
eight  hulks,  which  were  strongly  moored.  This  duty  was  not  thoroughly  per- 
formed, in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  ignite  the  petards  with  the  galvanic 
battery,  and  the  great  strength  of  the  current.  Still  it  was  a  success,  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  a  highly  meritorious  one. 

The  vessel  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell  appears  to  have 
had  her  chains  so  secm^ed  that  they  could  be  cast  loose,  which  was  done  by 
that  officer,  and  thereby  making  an  opening  sufficiently  large  for  the  ships  to 
pass  through.  It  was  all  done  under  a  heavy  fire  and  at  a  great  hazard  to  the 
vessel,  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Bell's  report,  (marked 
A.)  Upon  the  night  preceding  the  attack,  however,  I  despatched  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Caldwell  to  make  an  examination,  and  to  see  that  the  passage  was 
still  clear,  and  to  make  me  a  signal  to  that  effect,  which  he  did  at  an  earljr 
hour.  I^he  enemy  commenced  sending  down  iire-rafts  and  lighting  their  fires 
on  the  shore  opposite  the  chain  about  the  same  time,  which  drew  tibeir  fire  on 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Caldwell,  but  without  injury.  At  about  five  minutes 
of  two  o'clock  a.  m.,  April  24,  signal  was  made  to  get  under  way,  (two  ordi- 
nary red  lights,  so  as  not  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,)  but  owing  to 
the  great  difficulty  in  purchasing  their  anchors,  the  Pensacola  and  some  of  the 
other  vessels  were  not  under  way  until  half-past  three.  We  then  advanced  in 
two  columns,  Captain  Bailey  leading  the  right  in  the  gunboat  Cayuga,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Harrison,  he  having  been  assigned  to  tbe  first  division  of  gunboats* 
which  was  to  attack  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  conjunction  with  the  second  division  of 
ships,  and  the  Hartford,  the  left;  Fleet-Captain  Bell  leading  the  second  divi- 
sion of  gunboats  in  the  Sciota;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Donaldson  to  assist 
the  fir8t  division  of  ships  to  attack  Fort  Jackson,  as  will  be  shown  by  the 
general  order  and  diagram  sent  herewith.  The  enemy's  lights,  while  they  dis- 
covered us  to  them,  were,  at  the  same  time,  guides  to  us.  We  soon  passed  the 
barrier  chains,  the  right  column  taking  Foil  St.  Philip,  and  the  left  Fort  Jack- 
son. The  fire  became  general,  the  smoke  dense,  and  we  had  nothing  to  aim  at 
but  the  flash  of  their  guns ;  it  was  very  difficult  to  distinguish  friends  from  foes. 
Captain  Porter  had,  by  arrangement,  moved  up  to  a  certain  point  on  the  Fort 
Jackson  side  with  his  gunboats,  and  I  had  assigned  the  same  post  to  Captain 
Swartwout,  in  the  Portsmouth,  to  engage  the  water  batteries  to  the  southward 
and  eastward  of  Fort  Jackson,  wjiile  his  mortar  vessels  poured  a  terrific  fire  of 
shells  into  it.  I  discovered  a  fire^raft  coming  down  upon  us,  and  in  attempting 
to  avoid  it  ran  the  ship  on  shore,  and  the  ram  Manassas,  which  I  had  not  seen, 
lay  on  the  opposite  of  it,  and  pushed  it  down  upon  us.  Our  ship  was  soon  on 
fire  half-way  up  to  her  tops,  but  we  backed  ofi*,  and  through  the  good  organiza- 
tion of  our  fire  department,  and  the  great  exertions  of  Captain  Wainwright 
and  his  first  lieutenant,  officers,  and  crew,  the  fire  was  extinguished.  In  the 
meantime  our  battery  was  never  silent,  but  poured  in  its  missiles  of  death  into 
Fort  St.  Philip,  opposite  to  which  he  had  got  by  this  time,  and  it  was.  silenced, 
with  the  exception  of  a  gun  now  and  then.  By  this  time  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats, some  thirteen  in  number,  besides  two  iron-clad  rams,  the  Manassas  and 
Louisiana,  had  become  more  visible.     We  took  them  in  hand,  and,  in  the  course 
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of  a  abort  time,  destroyed  eleven  of  them.  We  were  now  fairlj  past  the  forts 
and  the  victory  was  ours,  bat  still  here  and  there  a  gunboat  maJdng  resistance. 
Two  of  them  had  attacked  the  Varana,  which  vessel,  by  her  greater  speed,  was 
much  in  advance  of  us ;  they  ran  into  her  and  caused  her  to  sink,  but  not  before 
she  had  destroyed  her  adversaries,  and  their  wrecks  now  lie  side  by  side,  a 
monument  to  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Boggs,  his  officers,  and  crew.  It  was  a 
kind  of  guerilla;  they  were  fighting  in  all  directions.  Captains  Bailey  and  Bell, 
who  were  in  command  of  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  gunboats,  were  as 
active  in  rendering  assistance  in  every  direction  as  lay  in  their  power.  Just  as 
the  scene  appeared  to  be  closing,  the  ram  Manassas  was  seen  coming  up  under 
foil  speed  to  attack  us.  I  directed  Captain  Smith,  in  the  Mississippi,  to  turn 
and  run  her  down ;  the  order  was  instantly  obeyed,  by  the  Mississippi  turning 
and  going  at  her  at  full  speed.  Just  as  we  expected  to  see  the  ram  annihilated, 
when  within  fifty  yards  of  each  other,  she  put  her  helm  hard  aport,  dodged  the 
Mississippi,  and  ran  ashore.  The  Mississippi  poured  two  broadsides  into  her, 
and  sent  her  drifting  down  the  river  a  total  wreck.     Thus  closed  our'  morning's 

fight 

The  department  will  perceive  that  after  the  organization  and  arrangements 
had  been  made,  and  we  nad  fairly  entered  into  the  fight,  the  density  of  the  smoke 
from  guns  and  fire-rafts,  the  scenes  passing  on  board  our  own  ship  and  around 
OS,  (for  it  was  as  if  the  artillery  of  heaven  were  playing  upon  the  earth,)  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  flag-officer  to  see  how  each  vessel  was  conducting  itself, 
and  can  only  judge  by  the  final  insults  and  their  special  reports,  which  are  here- 
with enclosed ;  but  I  feel  that  I  can  say  with  trutn  that  it  has  rarely  been  the 
lot  of  a  commander  to  be  supported  by  officers  of  more  indomitable  courage  or 
higher  professional  merit. 

Captain  Bailey,  who  had  preceded  me  up  to  the  quarantine  station,  had  cap- 
tured the  Chalmette  regiment,  Colonel  Szymanski;  and  not  knowing  what  to  do 
with  them,  as  every  moment  was  a  great  loss  to  me,  I  paroled  both  officers  and 
men,  and  took  away  all  their  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  public  property,  and 
ordered  them  to  remain  where  they  were  until  the  next  day.  I  sent  some  of  the 
gunboats  to  precede  me  up  the  river,  to  cut  the  telegraph  wires  in  different 
places. 

It  now  became  me  to  look  around  for  my  little  fleet,  and  to  my  regret  I  found 
that  three  were  miss\ng — the  Itasca,  Winona,  and  Kennebec.  Various  were 
the  speculations  as  to  their  fate,  whether  they  had  been  sunk  on  the  passage  or 
had  put  back.  I  therefore  determined  immediately  to  send  Captain  Boggs, 
whose  vessel  was  now  sunk,  throueh  the  Quarantine  bayou,  around  to  Com- 
mander Porter,  telling  him  of  our  safe  arrival,  and  to  demand  the  suiTcnder  of 
the  forts,  and  to  endeavor  to  get  some  tidings  of  the  missing  vessels.  I  also  sent 
a  despatch  by  him  to  General  Butler,  infonning  him  that  the  way  was  clear  for 
him  to  land  his  forces  through  the  Quarantine  bayou,  in  accordance  with  pre- 
vious arrangement43,  and  that  I  should  leave  gunboats  there  to  protect  him  against 
the  enemy,  who  I  now  perceived  had  three  or  four  gunboats  left  at  the  forts — 
the  Louisiana,  an  iron-clad  battery  of  16  guns ;  the  McCrea,  very  similar  in  ap- 
pearance to  one  of  our  gunboats,  and  armed  very  much  in  the  same  way ;  the 
JJefiimce,  and  a  river  steamer  transport. 

We  then  proceeded  up  to  New  Orleans,  leaving  the  Wissahicon  and  Kineo 
to  protect  the  landing  of  the  general's  troops.  Owing  to  the  slowness  of  some 
of  the  vo:4r*els,  and  our  want  of  knowledge  of  the  river,  we  did  not  reach  the 
Knglinh  Turn  until  about  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  25th;  but  all  the  morning  I  had 
seen  abundant  evidence  of  the  panic  which  had  seized  the  people  in  New  Orleans. 
Cotton-loaded  ships  on  fire  came  floating  down ,  and  working  implements  of 
every  kind,  such  as  are  used  in  ship-yards.  The  destruction  of  property  was 
awful.  We  soon  descried  the  new  earthwork  forts  on  the  old  lines  on  both 
shores.     We  now  formed  and  advanced  in  the  same  order,  two  lines,  each  line 
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taking  its  respective  work.  Captain  Bailey  was  still  far  in  advance,  not  having 
noticed  my  signal  for  close  order,  which  wa*  to  enable  the  slow  vessels  to  come 
np.  They  opened  on  him  a  galling  fire,  which  caused  ns  to  run  up  to  his 
rescue ;  this  gave  them  the  advantage  of  a  raking  fire  on  us  for  upwi^s  of  a 
mile  with  some  twenty  guns,  while  we  had  but  two  9-inch  guns  on  our  forecastle 
to  reply  to  them.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  we  were  enabled  to  bear 
away  and  give  the  forts  a  broadside  of  shells,  shrapnell,  and  grape,  the  Penea- 
cola  at  the  same  time  passing  up  and  giving  a  tremendous  broadside  of  the  same 
kind  to  the  starboard  fort;  and  by  the  time  we  could  reload,  the  Brooklyn, 
Captain  Craven,  passed  handsomely  between  us  and  the  battery  and  delivered 
her  broadside,  and  shut  us  out.  By  this  time  the  other  vessels  had  gotten  up, 
and  ranged  in  one  after  another,  delivering  their  broadsides  in  spiteful  revenge 
for  their  ill-treament  of  the  little  Cayuga.  The  forts  were  silenced,  and  those 
who  could  run  were  running  in  every  direction.  We  now  passed  up  to  the  city 
and  anchored  immediately  in  front  of  it,  and  I  sent  Captain  Bailey  on  shore  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  it  from  the  authorities,  to  which  the  mayor  replied  that 
the  city  was  under  martial  law,  and  that  he  had  no  authority.  General  Lovell, 
who  was  present,  stated  that  he  should  deliver  up  nothing,  but  in  order  to  free 
the  city  from  embarrassment  he  would  restore  the  city  authorities,  and  retire 
with  his  troops,  which  he  did.  The  correspondence  with  the  city  authorities 
and  myself  is  herewith  annexed.  I  then  seized  all  the  steamboats  and  sent 
them  down  to  quarantine  for  General  Butler's  forces.  Among  the  number  of 
these  boats  is  the  famous  Tennessee,  which  our  blockaders  have  been  so  long 
watching,  but  which,  vou  will  perceive,  never  got  out. 

The  levee  of  New  Orleans  was  one  scene  of  desolation.  Ships,  steamers,  cot- 
ton, coal,  &c.,  were  all  in  one  conmion  blaze,  and  our  ingenuity  was  much  taxed 
to  avoid  the  floating  conflagration. 

I  neglected  to  mention  my  having  good  information  respecting  the  iron-clad 
rams  which  they  were  building.  I  sent  Captain  Lee  up  to  seize  the  principal 
one,  the  Mississippi^  which  was  to  be  the  terror  of  these  seas,  and  no  doubt 
would  have  been  to  a  great  extent;  but  she  soon  came  floating  by  us  all  in 
flames,  and  passed  down  the  river.  Another  was  sunk  immediately  in  front  of 
the  curttom-house ;  others  were  building  in  Algiers,  just  begun. 

I  next  went  above  the  city  eight  miles,  to  Carrol  ton,  where  I  learned  there 
were  two  other  forts,  but  the  panic  had  gone  before  nm,  I  found  the  gnus 
spiked,  and  the  gun-carriages  in  flames.  The  first  work,  on  the  right,  reaches 
from  the  Mississippi  nearly  over  to  Pontchartrain,  and  has  29  guns ;  the  one  on 
the  Ivh  had  six  guns,  from  which  Commander  Lee  took  some  fifty  barrels  of 
powder,  and  completed  the  destruction  of  the  gun-carriages,  &c.  A  mile  higher 
up  there  were  two  other  earthworks,  but  not  yet  armed. 

We  discovered  here,  fastened  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  one  of  the  moat 
hercul(»an  labors  1  have  ever  seen — a  raft  and  chain  to  extend  across  the  river 
to  prevent  Foote's  gunboats  from  descending.  It  is  formed  by  placing  three 
immense  logs  of  not  less  than  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter  and  some  thirty  feet 
long ;  to  the  centre  one  or  two  inch  chain  is  attached,  running  lengthwise  the 
raft,  and  the  three  logs  and  chain  are  then  frapped  together  by  chains  from  one- 
half  to  one  inch,  three  or  four  layers,  and  there  are  96  of  these  lengths  com- 
posing the  raft;  it  is  at  least  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  Captain  Bailey  arrived  from  below,  with  the  grati- 

Sring  intelligence  that  the  forts  had  surrendered  to  CommandcT  Porter,  and  had 
elivered  up  all  public  property,  and  were  being  paroled,  and  that  the  navy  had 
been  made  to  surrender  unconditionally,  as  they  had  conducted  themselves  with 
bad  faith,  burning  and  sinking  their  vessels  while  a  flag  of  truce  was  flying,  and 
the  forts  negotiating  for  their  surrender,  and  the  Louisiana,  their  great  iron -clad 
battery,  blown  up  almost  alongside  of  the  vessel  where  they  were  negotiating  ; 
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hence  their  oflScers  were  not  paroled,  but  sent  home  to  be  treated  according  to 
the  judgment  of  the  government. 

General  Butler  came  up  the  same  day,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
bringing  up  his  troops. 

I  sent  on  shore  and  hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  custom-house,  and 
hauled  down  the  Louisiana  State  flag  from  the  city  hall,  as  the  mayor  had 
avowed  that  there  was  no  man  in  New  Orleans  who  dared  to  haul  it  down ;  and 
my  own  convictions  are  tliat  if  such  an  individual  could  have  been  found  he 
would  have  been  assassinated. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  an  account  of  my  attack  upon  New 
Orleans  from  our  first  movement  to  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  General  Butler, 
whose  troops  are  now  in  full  occupation,  protected,  however,  by  the  Pensacola, 
Portsmouth,  and  one  gunboat,  while  I  have  sent  a  force  of  seven  vessels,  under 
command  of  Captain  Craven,  up  the  river,  to  keep  up  the  panic  as  far  as  possible. 
The  large  ships,  I  fear,  will  not  be  able  to  go  higher  than  Baton  Rouge,  while 
I  have  sent  the  smaller  vessels,  under  Commander  Lee,  as  high  as  Vicksburg, 
in  the  rear  of  Jackson,  to  cut  off  their  supplies  from  the  west. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  found  by  the  government  that  I  have  carried 
out  my  instructions  to  the  letter  and  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  so  far  as  this 
city  is  conceniea,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer t  Wettem  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDKox  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 


General  Order.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

MissiMippi  River,  April  20,  1S60. 

The  flag-oflScer,  having  heard  all  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  different  com- 
manders, is  of  the  opinion  that  whatever  is  to  be  done  will  have  to  be  done 
quickly,  or  we  will  oe  again  reduced  to  a  blockading  squadron,  without  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  bombardment,  as  we  have  nearly  expended  all  the 
shells  and  fuzes  and  material  for  making  cartridges.  He  has  always  enter- 
tained the  same  opinions  which  are  expressed  by  Commander  Porter,  that  is, 
there  are  three  modes  of  attack,  and  the  question  is  which  is  the  one  to  be 
adopted  ?  His  own  opinion  is,  that  a  combination  of  two  should  be  made,  viz : 
the  forts  should  be  ruft,  and  when  a  force  is  once  above  the  forts,  to  protect  the 
troops,  they  should  be  landed  at  quarantine  from  the  Gulf  side  by  bringing  them 
through  the  bayou,  and  then  our  forces  should  move  up  the  river,  mutually 
aiding  each  other  as  it  can  be  done  to  advantage. 

When,  in  the  opinion  of  the  flag-officer,  the  propitious  time  has  arrived,  the 
signal  will  be  maae  to  weigh  and  advance  to  the  conflict.  If,  in  his  opinion,  at 
the  time  of  arriving  at  the  respective  positions  of  the  different  divisions  of  the 
fleet,  we  have  the  advantage,  he  will  make  the  signal  for  close  action,  No.  8, 
and  abide  the  result— conquer  or  to  be  conquered,  drop  anchor  or  keep  under 
way  as  in  his  opinion  is  best. 

Unless  the  signal  above  mentioned  is  made,  it  will  be  understood  that  the 
first  order  of  sailing  will  be  formed  after  leaving  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  we  will 
proceed  up  the  river  in  accordance  with  the  original  opinion  expressed. 

The  programme  of  the  order  of  sailing  accompanies  this  general  order,  and 
the  commanders  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  the  service  as  indicated. 
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ORDER  OP  FLEET. 
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Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer i  Western  Chilf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Correspondence  relating  to  the  surrender  of  Neio  Orleans, 

No.  1. 

Unitkd  States  Flag-Ship  Habtford, 
At  anchor  off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  my  arrival  before  your  city  I  had  the  honor  to  send  to  your  honor 
Captain  Bailey,  United  States  navy,  second  in  command  of  the  expedition,  to 
demand  of  you  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans  to  me,  as  the  representative  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  Captain  Bailey  reported  to  me  the  result  of 
an  interview  with  yourself  and  the  military  authorities.  It  must  occur  to  your 
honor  that  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  a  naval  officer  to  assume  the  duties 
of  a  military  commandant.  I  came  here  to  reduce  New  Orleans  to  obedience  to 
the  laws  of,  and  to  vindicate  the  offended  majesty  of  the  government  of,  the 
United  States.  The  rights  of  persons  and  property  shall  be  secure.  I  there- 
fore demand  of  you,  as  its  representative,  the  unqualified  surrender  of  the  city, 
and  that  the  emblem  of  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  be  hoisted  over  the 
city  hall,  mint,  and  custom-house  by  meridian  this  day,  and  that  all  flags  and 
other  emblems  of  sovereignty  other  than  those  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
removed  from  all  the  public  buildings  by  that  hour.  I  particularly  request  that 
you  shall  exercise  your  authority  to  quell  disturbances,  restore  order,  and  call 
upon  all  the  good  people  of  New  Orleans  to  return  at  once  to  their  vocations ; 
and  I  particularly  demand  that  no  person  shall  be  molested  in  person  or  prop- 
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erty  for  professing  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  their  government.     I  shall  speedily 
and  severely  punish  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  commit  such  outrages  as 
were  witnessed  yesterday,  armed  men  firing  upon  helpless  women  and  children 
for  giving  expression  to  their  pleasure  at  witnessing  the  old  flag. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant^ 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer ^WeBtem  Gulf  Squadron, 
His  Excellency  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 


No.  2. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off'  the  City  of  New  Orleans^  April  26,  1862. 

Your  honor  will  please  give  directions  that  no  flag  hut  that  of  the  United 
States  will  he  permitted  to  fly  in  the  presence  of  this  fleet  so  long  as  it  has  the 
power  to  prevent  it ;  and  as  all  displays  of  that  kind  may  he  the  cause  of  blood- 
shed, I  have  to  reauest  that  you  wUl  give  this  communication  as  general  a 
circulation  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans, 


No.  3. 

General  Order.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

Eleven  o'clock  this  morning  is  the  hour  appointed  for  all  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  fleet  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  his  great  goodness  and 
mercy  in  permitting  us  to  pass  through  the  events  of  the  last  two  days  with  so 
little  loss  of  life  and  blood. 

At  that  hour  the  church  pennant  will  be  hoisted  on  every  vessel  of  the  fleet, 
and  their  crews  assembled  will,  in  humiliation  and  prayer,  make  their  acknowl- 
edgments therefor  to  the  Great  Dispenser  of  all  human  events. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Mayoralty  of  New  Orleans, 

City  Hall,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  which  he  thought  proper  to  take,  out  of 
regard  for  tiie  lives  of  the  women  and  children  who  still  crowd  this  CTcat  me- 
tropolini,  General  Lovell  has  evacuated  it  with  his  troops,  and  restorea  back  to 
me  the  administration  of  its  government  and  the  custody  of  its  honor. 

I  have,  in  concert  with  the  city  fathers,  considered  the  demand  you  made  of 
me  on  yesterday  of  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  city,  coupled  with  a  requi- 
sition to  hoist  up  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  public  edifices,  and  to  haul 
down  that  which  still  floated  to  the  breeze  from  the  dome  of  this  hall ;  and  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  the  answer  which  the  universal  sentiment 
of  my  constituency,  no  less  than  the  promptings  of  my  own  heart,  dictate  to 
me  on  this  sad  and  solemn  occasion. 
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The  city  is  without  means  of  defence,  and  utterly  destitute  of  the  force  and 
material  that  might  enable  it  to  resist  the  overpowering  armament  displayed  in 
sight  of  it. 

I  am  no  military  man,  and  possess  no  authority  beyond  that  of  executing  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It  woidd  be  presumptuous  in  me 
to  attempt  to  lead  an  army  to  the  field,  if  I  had  one  at  my  command,  and  I 
know  still  less  how  to  surrender  an  undefended  place,  held  as  this  is  at  the 
mercy  of  your  gunners  and  mouths  of  your  mortars.  To  sun-ender  such  a  place 
were  an  idle  and  unmeaning  ceremony.  The  city  is  yours  by  the  power  of  brutal 
force,  and  not  by  any  choice  or  consent  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  for  you  to  de- 
termine  what  shall  be  the  fate  that  awaits  her. 

As  to  the  hoisting  of  any  flag  than  the  flag  of  our  own  adoption  and  alle- 
giance, let  me  say  to  you,  sir,  that  the  roan  lives  not  in  our  midst  whose  hand 
and  heart  would  not  be  palsied  at  the  mere  tiiought  of  such  an  act,  nor  could  I 
find  in  my  entire  constituency  so  wretched  and  desperate  a  renegade  as  would 
dare  to  profane  with  his  hand  the  sacred  emblem  of  our  aspirations. 

Sir,  you  have  manifested  sentiments  which  would  become  one  engaged  in  a 
better  cause  than  that  to  which  you  have  devoted  your  sword.  I  doubt  not  but 
that  they  spring  from  a  noble  though  deluded  nature,  and  I  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate the  emotions  which  inspire  them.  You  will  have  a  gallant  people  to  aamin- 
ister  during  your  occupation  of  this  city ;  a  people  sensitive  of  all  that  can  in  the 
least  aflect  its  dignity  and  self-respect.  Pray,  sir,  do  not  allow  them  to  be  in- 
sulted by  the  interference  of  such  as  have  rendered  themselves  odious  and  con- 
temptible by  the  dastardly  desertion  of  the  mighty  struggle  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  nor  of  such  as  might  remind  them  too  painfully  that  they  are  the  con- 
quered and  you  the  conquerors.  Peace  and  orddr  may  be  preserved  without  a 
resort  to  measures  which  could  not  fail  to  wound  their  susceptibilities  and  fire 
up  their  passions. 

The  obligations  which  I  shall  assume  in  their  name  shall  be  religiously  com- 
plied with.  Yon  may  trust  their  honor,  though  you  might  not  count  on  their 
submission  to  unmerited  wrong. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  you  to  understand  that  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  while 
unable  at  this  moment  to  prevent  you  from  occupying  this  city,  do  not  transfer 
their  allegiance  from  the  government  of  their  choice  to  one  which  they  have 
deliberately  repudiated,  and  that  they  yield  simply  that  obedience  which  the 
conqueror  is  enabled  to  extort  from  the  conqueredL 

Since  writing  the  above,  which  is  an  answer  to  your  verbal  communication  of 
yesterday,  I  have  received  a  written  communication,  to  which  I  shall  reply  before 
12  o'clock  m.,  if  possible  to  prepare  an  answer  in  that  time. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


City  Hall,  April  25, 1862. 
Honorable  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen  :  At  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day  I  was  waited  on  by 
Captain  Bailey,  second  in  command  of  the  federal  fleet  now  lying  in  front  of 
the  city,  bearing  a  demand  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut  for  the  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  hoisting  of  the  United  States  flag  on 
the  custom-house,  post  office,  and  mint.  He  also  demanded  that  the  Louisiana 
flag  should  be  hauled  down  from  the  city  hall.  I  replied  that  General  Lovell 
was  in  command  here,  and  that  I  was  without  authority  to  act  in  military 
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matter?.     General  Lovell  was  then  sent  for,  and  to  him,  after  stating  that  his 
mission  was  to  the  major  and  council,  Captain  Bailey  addressed  his  demands. 

General  Lovell  refused  to  surrender  the  city  or  his  forces,  or  any  portion  of 
them,  but  accompanied  his  refusal  with  the  statement  that  he  shoidd  evacuate 
the  city,  withdraw  his  troops,  and  then  leave  the  civil  authorities  to  act  as  they 
might  deem  proper. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  that,  in  reply  to  the  demand  to  haul  down  the  flag 
from  the  city  hall,  I  returned  an  unqualified  refusaL 

I  am  now  in  momentary  expectation  of  receiving  a  second  peremptory  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  the  city.  I  solicit  your  advice  in  the  emergency.  My 
o\^'n  opinion  is,  that,  as  a  civil  magistrate,  possessed  of  no  military  power,  I  am 
incompetent  to  perform  a  military  act  such  as  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  a 
hostile  force;  that  it  would  be  proper  to  say,  in  reply  to  a  demand  of  that 
character,  that  we  are  without  military  protection ;  that  the  troops  have  with- 
drawn from  the  city;  that  we  are  consequently  incapable  of  making  any  resist- 
ance, and  therefore  we  can  offer  no  obstruction  to  the  occupation  of  the  place 
by  the  enemy ;  that  the  custom-house,  post  office,  and  mint  are  the  property  of 
the  confederate  government,  and  that  we  have  no  control  over  them;,  and  that 
all  acts  involving  a  transfer  of  authority  be  performed  by  the  invading  forces 
themselves;  that  we  yield  to  physical  force  alone,  and  that  we  maintain  our 
allegiance  to  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States.  Beyond  this  a  due 
respect  for  our  dignity,  our  rights,  and  the  flag  of  our  country  does  not,  I  think, 
permit  us  to  go. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 

The  above  message,  which  want  of  time  prevented  me  from  having  copied,  I 
enclose  for  information. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor, 
Per  MARION  N.  BAKER,  Secretary. 


Mayoralty  op  New  Orlbans, 

City  HaU,  April  26,  1862. 

Common  Comncil  of  the  City  of  New  OrleaM^-^No.  6002. 

The  common  council  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  having  been  advised  by  the 
military  authorities  that  the  city  is  indefensible,  declare  that  no  resistance  will 
be  made  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  message  of  his  honor  the 
mayor  to  the  conmion  council  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
entertained  by  these  councils  and  by  the  entire  population  of  this  metropolis,  and 
that  the  mayor  be  respectfully  requested  to  act  in  the  spirit  manifested  by  the 

message. 

8.  P.  DE  LABARRE, 
President  pro  tern,  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

J.  MAGIONI, 
Preeideni  of  the  Board  of  Ateistant  Aldermen. 

Approved  April  26,  1862. 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mayor. 

A  true  copy. 

MARION  N.  BAKER, 

Secretary  to  Mayor. 
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Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off'  the  City  of  New  Orleans^  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Yonr  communication  of  the  26th  instant  has  been  received,  together 
with  that  of  the  city  councils. 

I  deeply  regret  to  see,  both  by  their  contents  and  the  continued  display  of 
the  flag  of  Louisiana  on  the  court-house,  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  city 
authorities  not  to  haul  it  down.  Moreover,  when  my  officers  and  men  were  sent 
on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  to  hoist  the  United  States  flag 
on  the  custom-house,  with  the  strictest  orders  not  to  use  their  arms  unless  assailed, 
they  were  insulted  in  the  grossest  manner,  and  the  flag  which  had  been  hoisted 
by  my  orders  on  the  mint  was  pulled  down  and  dragged  through  the  streets. 
Allot  which  go  to  show  that  the  fire  of  this  fleet  may  be  drawn  upon  the  city  at 
any  moment,  and  in  such  an  event  the  levee  would,  in  all  probability,  be  cut  by 
the  shells,  and  an  amount  of  distress  ensue  to  the  innocent  population  which  I 
have  heret<jfore  endeavored  to  assure  you  that  I  desired  by  all  means  to  avoid. 
The  election  is  therefore  with  you;  but  it  becomes  my  duty  to  notify  you  to 
remove  the  women  and  children  from  the  city  within  forty-eight  hours,  if  I  have 
rightly  understood  your  determination. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Fl<ig' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  S^uadrom* 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  axd  City  Council 

of  the  City  of  New  Orleam, 


Mayoralty  of  New  Orlbans, 

City  HaU,  AprU  28,  1862. 

2b  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  communication  from  Flag-Offieer 
Farragut,  commanding  the  United  States  fleet  now  lying  in  front  of  the  city.  I 
have  informed  the  officer  bearing  the  communication  that  I  would  lay  it  before 
you,  and  return  such  answer  as  the  city  authorities  might  think  proper  to  be 
made. 

In  the  meantime  permit  me  to  suggest  that  Flag-Officer  Farragut  appears  to 
have  misunderstood  the  position  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  He  had  been 
distinctly  informed  that  at  this  moment  the  city  has  no  power  to  impede  the 
exercise  of  such  acts  of  forcible  authority  as  the  commander  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  may  choose  to  exercise,  and.  that  therefore  no  resistance 
would  be  offered  to  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  United  States  forces. 

If  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  remove  the  flag  now  floating  from  this  building* 
or  to  raise  United  States  flags  on  others,  the  power  which  threatened  the  de- 
struction of  our  city  is  certainly  capable  of  performing  those  acts.  New  Orleans 
is  not  now  a  military  post ;  there  is  no  military  commander  within  its  limits ;  it 
is  like  an  mioccupied  fortress,  of  which  an  assailant  may  at  any  moment  take 
possession.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  tlie  constituency  represented  by  you  or 
by  me  embraces  one  loyal  citizen  who  would  be  willing  to  incur  the  odium  of 
tearing  down  the  symbol  representing  the  State  authority  to  which  New  Orleans 
owes  her  municipal  existence.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  distress  which  would 
be  brought  upon  our  community  by  a  consummation  of  the  inhuman  threat  of 
the  United  States  commander;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that  those  who  so  recently 
declared  themselves  to  be  animated  by  a  Christian  spirit,  and  by  a  regard  for 
the  rights  of  private  property,  would  venture  to  incur  for  themselves  and  the 
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government  they  represent  the  universal  execration  of  the  civilized  world  by 
attempting  to  achieve,  through  a  wanton  destruction  of  life  and  property,  that 
which  they  can  accomplish  without  bloodshed,  and  without  a  resort  to  those 
hostile  measures  which  the  law  of  nations  condemns  and  execrates,  when  em- 
ployed upon  the  defenceless  women  and  children  of  ^an  unresisting  city. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Mat/or. 


Mayoralty  of  New  Orleans, 

City  Hall,  April  28.  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  morning  is  the  first  intimation  I  ever  had 
that  it  was  by  "  t/our  strict  orders "  that  the  United  States  flag  was  attempted 
to  be  hoisted  upon  certain  of  our  public  edifices  by  oflScers  sent  on  shore  to  com- 
municate with  the  authorities.  The  officers  who  approached  me  in  your  name 
disclosed  no  such  orders,  and  intimated  no  such  designs  on  your  part ;  nor  could 
I  have  for  a  moment  entertained  the  remotest  suspicion  that  they  could  have 
been  invested  with  powers  to  enter  on  such  an  errand  while  the  negotiations  for 
a  surrender  between  you  and  the  city  authorities  were  still  pending.  The  inter- 
ference of  any  force  under  your  command,  as  long  as  these  negotiations  were  not 
brought  to  a  close,  could  not  be  viewed  by  me  otherwise  than  as  a  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  those  courtesies,  if  not  of  the  absolute  rights,  which  prevail  between 
belligerents  under  such  circumstances.  My  views  and  my  sentiments  in  refer- 
ence to  such  conduct  remain  unchanged. 

You  now  renew  the  demands  made  in  your  former  communication,  and  you 
insist  on  their  being  complied  with,  unconditionally,  under  a  threat  of  bombard- 
ment within  forty-eight  hours ;  and  you  notify  me  to  remove  the  women  and 
children  from  the  city,  that  they  may  be  protected  from  your  shells. 

Sir,  you  cannot  but  know  that  there  is  no  possible  exit  from  this  city  for  a 
population  which  still  exceeds  in  number  140,000,  and  you  must  therefore  be 
aware  of  the  utter  inanity  of  such  a  notification.  Our  women  and  children 
cannot  escape  from  your  shells,  if  it  be  your  pleasure  to  murder  them  on  a 
question  of  mere  etiquette.  But  if  they  could,  there  are  but  few  among  them 
who  would  consent  to  desert  their  families  and  their  homes,  and  the  graves  of 
their  relatives  in  -so  awful  a  moment.  They  would  bravely  stand  the  sight  of 
your  shells  rolline  over  the  bones  of  those  who  were  once  dear  to  them,  and 
would  deem  that  they  died  not  ingloriously  by  the  side  of  the  tombs  erected  by 
their  piety  to  the  memory  of  departed  relatives. 

You  arc  not  satisfied  with  the  peaceable  possession  of  an  undefended  city, 
opposing  no  resistance  to  your  guns,  because  of  its  bearing  its  doom  with  some- 
thing of  manliness  and  dignity,  and  you  wish  to  humble  and  disgrace  us  by  the 
performance  of  an  act  against  which  our  nature  rebels.  This  satisfaction  you 
cannot  expect  to  obtain  at  our  hands. 

We  will  stand  your  bombardment,  unarmed  and  undefended  as  we  are      The 
civilized  world  will  consign  to  indelible  infamy  the  heart  that  will  conceive  the 
deed  and  the  hand  that  will  dare  to  consummate  it. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  MONROE,  Maj/or. 

Mr.  Farraout, 

Flag'Ofcer  of  the  United  States  Heet 

imjront  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 
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Umted  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off  the  City  of  Neio  Orleans,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Hereafter,  when  I  desire  to  communicate  with  the  authorities,  I  will 
hoist  a  square  flag  with  a  diagonal  red  cross,  when,  if  your  honor  will  send 
your  secretary,  or  any  other  person,  to  receive  my  communication  to  the  shore 
opposite  to  the  ship  hearing  that  flag,  a  boat  will  be  sent  with  an  officer  to  de- 
liver the  document. 

When  the  city  authorities  desire  to  communicate  with  me,  by  the  messenger 
holding  his  handkerchief  by  two  corners  opposite  the  ship,  a  boat  will  be  sent 
for  him  or  his  communication. 

As  my  duties  may  call  me  away  from  before  the  city  for  a  short  time,  I  re- 
quest that  you  will  send  your  reply  to  any  other  vessel  that  may  be  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FABRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  hew  Orleans* 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  29,  1862* 

Sir  :  The  forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson  having  surrendered,  and  all  the  mili- 
tary defences  of  the  city  being  captured  or  abandonod,  you  are  required,  as  the 
sole  representative  of  any  supposed  authority  in  the  city,  to  haul  down  and 
suppress  every  ensign  and  symbol  of  government,  whether  State  or  Confederate, 
except  that  of  the  United  States.  I  am  now  about  to  raise  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  custom-house,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  respected  with 
all  the  civil  power  of  the  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Offirer,  Western  GnJj  Blockading  Sqttadron. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off'  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  April  30,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  I  informed  you,  in  my  communication  of  the  28th  of  April, 
that  your  determination,  as  I  understood  it,  was  not  to  haul  down  the  flag  of 
Louisiana  on  the  city  hall,  and  that  my  officers  and  men  were  treated  with 
insult  and  rudeness  when  they  landed,  even  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  communicate 
with  the  authorities,  &c.,  and  if  such  was  to  be  the  determined  course  of  the 
people,  the  fire  of  the  vessels  might  at  any  moment  be  drawn  upon  the  city. 
This  you  have  thought  proper  to  construe  into  a  determination  on  my  part  to 
murd(?r  your  women  and  children,  and  made  your  letter  so  oflensive  that  it  will 
terminate  our  intercourse ;  and  so  soon  as  General  Butler  arrives  with  his  forces, 
I  shall  turn  over  the  charge  of  the  city  to  him  and  assume  my  naval  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  New  Orleans, 
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Reports  of  Captain  T,  Bailey ^  second  in  command. 

United  States  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

At  sea,  May  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  Colorado  over  the  bars  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  sent  up  a  large  portion  of  her  guns  and  crew,  filling  up  deficiencies 
of  both  in  the  different  vessels,  and,  with  my  aid.  Acting  Midshipman  Higgin- 
Bon,  steward,  and  boat's  crew,  followed  up  myself,  hoisting,  by  authority  of  the 
flag-officer,  my  red,  distinguishing  flag  as  second  in  command,  first  on  the 
Oneida,  Commander  Lee,  and  afterwards  on  the  Cayuga. 

That  brave,  resolute,  and  indefatigable  officer,  Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  was 
at  work  with  his  mortar  fleet,  throwing  shells  at  and  into  Fort  Jackson,  while 
Greneral  Butler,  with  a  division  of  nis  army,  in  transports,  was  waiting  a 
favorable  moment  to  land.  After  the  mortar  fleet  had  been  playing  upon  the 
forts  for  six  days  and  nights,  (without  perceptibly  diminishing  their  fire,)  and 
one  or  two  changes  of  programme,  Flag-Officer  Farragut  formed  the  ships  into 
two  columns,  "line  ahead;"  the  column  of  the  red,  under  my  orders,  being 
formed  on  the  right,  and  consisting  of  the  Cayuga,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Harrison,  bearing  my  flag,  and  leading  the  Pensacola,  Captain  Morris;  the 
Mississippi,  Commander  M.  Smith;  Oneida,  Commander  S.  P.  Lee;  Varuna, 
Commander  C.  S.  Boggs;  Elatahdin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Preble ;  Kineo, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ransom ;  and  the  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing A.  N.  Smith.  The  column  of  the  blue  was  formed  on  the  left,  heading  up 
the  river,  and  consisted  of  the  flag-ship  Hartford,  Commander  R.  Wainwright, 
and  bearing  the  flag  of  the  CQmmander-in-chief,  Farragut;  tlie  Brooklyn,  Cap- 
tain T.  T.  Craven ;  the  Richmond,  Commander  Alden ;  the  Sciota,  bearing  the 
divisional  flag  of  Fleet-Captain  H.  H.  B  dl ;  followed  by  the  Iroquois,  Itasca, 
Winona,  and  Kennebec. 

At  2  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  signal  "to  advance  "  was  thrown 
out  from  the  flag-ship.  The  Cayuga  immediately  weighed  anchor  and  led  on 
the  column.  We  were  discovered  at  the  boom,  and,  a  little  beyond,  both  forts 
opened  their  fire.  When  close  up  with  St.  Philip  we  opened  with  grape  and 
canister,  still  steering  on.  After  passing  this  line  of  fire,  we  encountered  the 
"Montgomery  flotilla,"  consisting  of  eighteen  gunboats,  including  the  ram 
Manassas  and  iron  battery  Louisiana,  of  twenty  guns. 

This  was  a  moment  of  anxiety,  as  no  supporting  ship  was  in  sight.  By 
skilful  steering,  however,  we  avoided  their  attempts  to  butt  and  board,  and  had 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  surrender  of  three,  when  the  Varuna,  Captain  Boggs, 
and  Oneida,  Captain  Lee,  were  discovered  near  at  hand.  The  gallant  exploits 
of  these  ships  will  be  made  known  by  their  commanders.  At  early  dawn 
discovered  a  rebel  camp  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Ordering  Lieutenant 
Commanding  N.  B.  Harrison  to  anchor  close  alongside,  I  hailed  and  ordered 
the  colonel  to  pile  up  his  arms  on  the  river  bank  and  come  on  board.  This 
proved  to  be  the  Chalmette  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Szymauski. 
The  regimental  flag,  tents,  and  camp  equipage  were  captured. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  still  leading,  and  considerably  ahead  of  the  line, 
the  Chalmette  batteries,  situated  three  miles  below  the  city,  opened  a  cross  fire 
on  the  Cayuga.  To  this  we  responded  with  onr  two  guns.  At  the  end  of 
twenty  minutes  the  flag-ship  ranged  up  ahead  and  silenced  the  enemy's  guns. 

From  this  point  no' other  obstacles  were  encountered,  except  burning  steamers, 
cotton  ships,  fire  rafts,  and  the  like.  Immediately  after  anchoring  in  front  of 
the  city  I  was  ordered  on  shore  by  the  flag-officer  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
the  city,  and  that  the  flag  should  be  hoisted  on  the  post  office,  custom-house,  and 
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mint.    Wliat  passed  at  this  interview  will  be  better  stated  in  the  flag-officer's 
report. 

On  the  26th  I  went  with  the  flag-officer  some  seven  miles  above  the  city, 
where  we  found  the  defences  abandoned,  the  guns  spiked,  and  gun  carriages 
burning.  These  defences  were  erected  to  prevent  the  downward  passage  of 
Captain  Foote.  On  the  27th  a  large  boom,  situated  above  these  defences,  was 
destroyed  by  Captain  S.  Phillips  Lee.  On  the  28th  General  Butler  landed 
above  Fort  St.  Philip,  under  the  guns  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ejneo.  This 
landing  of  the  army  above,  together  with  the  passage  of  the  fleet,  appears  to 
have  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  demoralization  of  their  garrisons,  (300  having 
mutinied  in  Fort  Jackson.)  Both  forts  surrendered  to  Commander  Porter,  who 
was  near  at  hand  with  the  vessels  of  his  flotilla. 

As  I  left  the  river  General  Butler  had  garrisoned  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
and  his  transports,  with  troops,  were  on  their  way  to  occupy  New  Orleans. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  express  my  admiration  of  the  cool  and  able  management 
of  all  the  vessels  of  my  line  by  their  respective  captains.  After  we  had  passed 
the  forts  it  was  a  contest  between  iron  hearts  in  wooden  vessels  and  iron-clads 
with  iron  beaks,  and  the  "  iron  hearts"  won. 

On  the  29th  the  Cayuga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrison,  was  selected  to 
bring  me  home  a  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 

(Japtain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Gunboat  Cayuga, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1862. 

Flag-Officer  :  Your  boldly-conceived  and  splendidly-executed  plan  of  battle 
having  resulted  in  complete  success,  leaves  me  time  to  make  up  the  report  of  my 
division. 

You  will  find  in  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrison*s  report  an  accurate  out- 
line of  the  noble  part  taken  by  the  Cayuga,  under  his  conmiand,  and  bearing 
my  divisional  flag.  We  led  off  at  2  a.  m.,  in  accordance  with  your  signal,  and 
steered  directly  up  stream,  edging  a  little  to  starboard,  in  order  to  give  room  for 
your  division. 

I  was  followed  by  the  Pensacola  in  fine  style,  the  remainder  of  my  division 
following  in  regular  and  compact  order.  We  were  scarcely  above  the  boom 
when  we  were  discovered,  and  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  opened  upon  us.  We  could 
bring  no  gun  to  bear,  but  steered  directly  on.  We  were  struck  from  stem  to 
stern.  At  length  we  were  close  up  with  St.  Philip,  when  we  opened  with  grape 
and  canister.  Scarcely  were  we  aoove  the  line  of  fire  when  we  found  ourselves 
attacked  by  the  rebel  fleet  of  gunboats.  This  was  hot  but  more  congenial  work. 
Two  large  steamers  now  attempted  to  board,  one  on  our  starboard  buw,  the 
other  astern;  a  third  on  our  starboard  beam.  The  11-inch  Dahlgren  being 
trained  on  this  fellow,  we  fired  at  a  range  of  30  yards.  The  effect  was  very 
destructive ;  he  immediately  steered  in  shore,  ran  aground  and  burnt  himself  up. 

The  Parrott  gun  on  the  forecastle  drove  off  one  on  the  bow,  while  we  prepared 
to  repel  boarders,  so  close  was  our  remaining  enemy.  About  this  time  Bogga 
and  Lee  came  dashing  in,  and  made  a  finish  of  the  rebel  boats— eleven  in  all. 

In  the  gray  of  the  morning  discovered  a  camp  with  rebel  flag  flying;  opened 
with  canister,  and  at  5  a.  m.  received  the  sword  and  flag  of  Colonel  Szymanaki 
and  his  command  of  ^ve  companies,  arms,  and  camp  equipage.     While  engng^ 
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at  this  point,  observed  the  Yaruna  in  conflict  with  a  number  of  gunboats.  She 
had  been  butted  by  one  of  them  and  sunk ;  but,  with  his  forward  guns  still 
above  water,  her  commander  was  bravely  maintaining  the  fight,  driving  off  his 
enemies  and  saving  his  crew.  Informing  Captain  Lee,  of  the  Oneida,  who  had 
also  been  engaged  with  the  enemy,  of  the  Varuna*s  situation,  he  instantly 
steamed  up  and  made  a  finish  of  the  rebel  boats.  The  remainder  of  the  fle3t 
now  came  up.  The  Mississippi  had  been  detained  below  with  the  Manassas 
and  another  iron- clad.     After  this  everything  passed  under  your  observation. 

The  pleasant  duty  now  remains  of  speaking  of  the  Cayuga  and  her  brave 
officers  and  crew.  From  first  to  last,  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  £.  Harrison 
displayed  a  masterly  ability  in  steering  his  vessel  past  the  forts  under  a  huixi- 
cane  of  shot  and  shell,  and  afterwards  in  manceuvcring  and  fighting  her  among 
the  gunboats.  I  cannot  say  too  much  for  him.  He  was  gallantly  sustained  by 
Lieutenant  Ge©rge  H.  Perkins  and  Acting  Master  Thomas  H.  Morton.  These 
officers  have  my  unbounded  admiration. 

I  must,  in  conclusion,  express  the  pleasure  which  I  experienced  in  witnessing 
the  seamaulike  manner  in  which  all  the  ships  were  handled.     The  reports  of 
the  divisional  captains  will  inform  you  of  the  particular  part  borne  by  each  ship. 
Hespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,         i 

T.  BAILEY, 
Captain  Commanding  Division  of  the  Red. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commander-in-Chief  J  ^r..  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Fleet- Captain  H.  H.  Bell. 

Umted  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  the  City  of  NewOrleansy  April  26, 1862. 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant  I  went  on  board  of  the  United  States 
gunboat  Sciota,  Lieutenant  Commanding  £.  Donaldson,  the  leading  vessel  of 
the  second  division  of  gunboats,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  assign  to  my 
command  for  the  ascent  of  the  river.  At  4  a.  m.  of  the  24th  instant  the  Sciota, 
accompanied  by  the  division,  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  Richmond,  for  passing 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Having  run  safely  through  the  batteries  of  the  forts  and  rebel  steamers, 
Captain  Donaldson  set  fire  to  and  burned  two  steamboats,  (one  loaded  with 
gun-carriages,  the  other  with  rosin  and  combustible  materials.)  He  also  sent  a 
boat's  crew  to  take  possession  of  an  armed  steamer  which  surrendered  to  him, 
to  bring  her  up  the  river ;  but  finding  her  hard  and  fast  ashore,  and  under  the 
guns  of  the  fort,  the  boat  returned  without  her.  This  delayed  the  movements 
of  the  Scotia,  and  brought  her  within  half  a  mile  of  the  ram  Manassas,  whence 
I  witnessed  the  decided  manner  in  which  the  noble  old  steamship  Mississippi, 
commander  Mclancthon  Smith,  met  that  pigmy  monster.  The  Mississippi  made 
at  her,  but  the  Manassas  sheered  off  to  avoid  the  collision,  and  landed  on  the 
shore,  when  her  crew  escaped  over  her  roof  into  the  swamp.     The  Missi:$sippi 

Eeltcd  her  meanwhile  with  her  heavy  guns.  After  a  while  she  slipped  off  the 
ank,  and  was  last  seen  by  some  of  the  officers  floating  down  the  stream,  pass- 
ing the  Mississippi  without  smoke-stack.  I  counted  nine  of  the  enemy's 
steamers  of  all  kinds  destroyed ;  all  but  two  being  well  armed  on  the  bow  and 
stem. 

Upon  the  assembling  of  the  fleet  at  quarantine  I  observed,  for  the  first  time, 
that  the  gunboats  Itaflca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell;  Wbona^ 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  and  Kennebec,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
John  Russell,  belonging  to  the  second  gunboat  division,  were  missing.  As  they 
were  the  three  rearmost  vessels  of  the  fleet,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  fire  of 
the  forts  and  of  the  enemy's  steamers  had  been  concentrated  upon  them  after 
the  passage  of  the  larger  vessels,  which  had  attracted  and  divided  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  while  they  were  in  sight.  I  am  happy  to  report  none  killed  and  only 
two  slightly  wounded  in  this  brilliant  dash  of  the  fleet. 

The  Sciota  next  preceded  the  fleet  up  to  English  Turn,  and  was  the  fourth 
vessel  ahead  in  the  attack  on  and  capture  of  the  forts  at  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, on  the  25th,  and  the  third  in  passing  up  in  front  of  the  city.  She  has 
shared  in  all  the  active  operations  of  the  fleet  to  this  date. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  expedition  having  been  gained,  I  hauled  down 
my  pennant  at  one  p.  m.  to-day,  to  resume  my  duties  as  fleet-cap  tarn  on  board 
the  Hartford,  having  no  further  casualties  to  report.  • 

Throughout  the  trying  scenes  of  this  dashing  expedition,  which  is  second  to 
none  on  record.  Captain  Donaldson,  his  officers  and  crew,  were  conspicuons  for 
their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  good  conduct.  Her  guns  were  well  and  skilfully 
handled  by  their  crews,  under  the  direction  and  careful  instruction  of  Lieutenant 
H.  A.  Adams ;  Midshipman  Woodward  gallantly  working  the  rifle  on  the  top- 
gallant forecastle,  and  Acting  Master  Foster  the  11-inch  pivot  gun.  Acting 
Master  McFarland  was  always  at  the  rwi,  and  acquitted  himself  zealously  and 
handsomely  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SELL, 
Captain  of  the  Fleets  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Off  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commander  Richard  Wainwright,  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  City  of  New  Orleans,  AprU  30, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  ship  in  the  actions  of  the  mornings  of  April  24th  and  25th  instant,  off  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 

At  3.30  a.  m.,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  got  under  way,  and  at  3.55  the  Hart-  > 
ford  opened  fire  from  bow  guns,  engaging  Fort  Jackson,  and  receiving  a  galling  fire 
from  both  forts.  At  4.15  grounded  on  shoal  near  Fort  St.  Philip  in  the  endeavor 
to  clear  a  fire  raft,  which  was  propelled  by  a  ram  on  our  port  quarter,  setting 
fire  to  the  ship,  the  flames  bursting  through  the  ports  and  running  up  the  rig- 
ging, endangering  the  ship  as  much  from  fire,  if  not  more,  than  from  the  guns 
of  the  enemy.  Went  to  "  fire  quarters,"  extinguished  flames,  and  backed  off — 
a  heavy  fire  being  kept  up  by  both  forts  upon  us  all  the  time,  and  we  continuing 
to  fire  in  return  upon  them  until  out  of  range.  Passed  and  fired  into  sevenu 
rebel  steamers  on  our  way  up  the  river. 

On  the  25th  instant,  steaming  up  the  river,  cleared  ship  for  action  at  9.30 
a.  m.,  and  at  11.30  discovered  two  batteries,  one  on  each  bank  of  the  river, 
which  commenced  firing.  We  then  opened  fire  with  bow  guns,  and  shortly  were 
in  position  to  use  both  batteries,  and  at  first  fire  of  the  port  battery  drove  the 
enemy  on  the  right  bank  from  his  guns.  After  passing  were  fired  on  by  rifle- 
men, but  without  injury.     The  ship  was  much  ridded,  having  received  32  shots. 
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Bome  of  them  of  a  serious  nature.    There  were  also  two  guns  disabled  hy  the 
enemy's  fire. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  heads  of  the  different  departments.  We 
have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  three  of  our  brave  crew,  and  also  had  ten  wounded. 
The  guns  were  well  worked  and  served,  and  when  officers  and  men  behave  with 
such  courage  and  coolness,  I  consider  it  a  credit  to  the  ship  to  say  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  individualize. 

On  April  26th,  at  3.25  p.m.,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  attack  some  batteries; 
at  5  went  to  quarters,  and  at  5.35  discovered  two  batteries,  both  of  which,  how- 
ever, had  been  evacuated,  and  gun-carriages  set  on  fire.     Sent  a  boat  to  battery 
on  left  bank  and  spiked  twenty-nine  guns. 
Respectfully  yours, 

R.  WAINWRIGHT, 
Cammandert  United  States  Skip  Hartford, 
Flag-Officer  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


,     United  States  Steamer  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  25th  instant  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report  of  damages  done  to  rigging  during  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant,  having  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  same : 

Three  mizzen  shrouds,  one  starboard  and  two  port,  cut  away;  two  fore-top 
main  stays  cut  away ;  one  fore-topmast  staysail-stay  cut  away ;  one  mizzen  top- 
sail jack-stay,  on  which  mizzen  topsail  halliards  run ;  one  shroud  in  main  rig- 
ging, (slightly;)  one  main  topsail  brace  cut  away;  one  cross-jack  yard-lift  cut 
off;  one  mizzen  topsail  sheet  cut  off;  one  mizzen  top  burton  cut  off;  one  mizzen 
pendant  tackle  cut  off. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  WALKER, 
Boatsv>ain,  United  States  Navy. 

Examined. 

Lieut.  JAS.  S.  THORNTON, 

Executive  Officer. 
Captain  R.  Wainwright,  Esq., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hartfordy 

Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  25th  instant  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  of  damages  sustained  by  this  ship  in  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant : 

Two  shot  holes  on  starboard  bow ;  one  on  starboard  side  bowsprit,  carrying 
away  bees;  one  on  starboard  side,  abreast  of  mainmast,  entering  and  tearing 
down  armory,  state-room,  bulkheads,  &€.;  one  in  main-chains,  entering  and 
tearing  up  starboard  steerage ;  two  under  main-chains,  tearing  away  clamps,  &c., 
two  between  main  and  mizzen  chains,  teaiing  up  planking  and  main  rail ;  three 
on  starboard  buttocks,  cutting  three  planks  entirely  off;  one  on  starboard  quarter, 
cutting  away  planking  clamps,  entering  and  breaking  up  poop  cabin;   one 
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through  mainmast;  one  striking  mainyard,  carrying  away  one  quarter  batten; 
one  through  starboard  waist  boat  on  port  side  port  buttock,  entering  ship,  catting 
away  three  planks  ;  one  through  port  bow,  carrying  away  wash-room,  entering 
and  tearing  part  of  sick-bay,  bulkhead,  and  dispensary;  one  breaking  up  port 
quarter  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  CONLEY, 
Carpenter,  United  States  Navy. 
Captain  R.  WainWright,  Esq., 

Commandipg  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford,  off  New  Orleans, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  I  respectfiilly  submit 
the  following  report  of  damages  done  to  battery,  losses  in  small  arms  and  mis- 
ccllaneous  articles  in  ordnance  department  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant : 

One  9-inch  Dahlgren  gun.  No.  224,  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot,  knocking  off 
a  portion  of  the  muzzle ;  one  20-pounder  rifle  gun,  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot ; 
one  20-pounder  rifle  gun-carriage,  disabled  from  the  enemy's  shot;  one  elevating 
screw,  damaged;  twelve  Jocelyn  rifles;  four  sabre  bayonets;  five  rifle  moBkets; 
eight  bayonets;  ten  cutlass  frogs;  ten  pistol  and  revolver  frogs;  fourteen  bay- 
onet scabbards;  six  cutlasses;  four  sabre  bayonet  scabbards;  twenty-six  waist- 
belts;  ten  musket  cartridge  boxes;  ton  rifle  cartridge  boxes;  five  revolver 
cartridge  boxes;  eighteen  bullet  moulds;  fifty  cone  picks;  two  lamp  BcisBors; 
ten  lamp  chimneys;  ten  Jocelyn  wipers ;  ten  wiper  rods;  two  revolvers;  one 
pistol ;  six  single  sticks ;  two  9-inch  ramrods ;  two  9-inch  sponges ;  ten  twitt 
bock  strings ;  four  battle  axes ;  two  lamp  feeders. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  DUNCAN, 
Acting  Gunner,  United  States  Navy. 

Captain  Richard  Wainwrioht, 

Cmnmanding  U  S.  Steamer  Hartford,  off  New  Orleans, 

» 

Examined. 

A.  KAUTZ, 
Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 


Report  of  Captain  Henry  W.  Morris,  United  States  Steam-sloop  Pensacola. 

United  States  Sloop  Pensacola, 
At  anchor  off  Neto  Orleans,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  incidents  and  occurrences  of 
the  conflict  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  April  in  passing  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip  and  their  adjacent  batteries ;  also,  the  engjigement  with  the  rebel  gun- 
boats and  the  "  ram,"  which  were  stationed  above  those  forts ;  also,  the  action 
with  the  batteries  located  a  few  miles  below  this  city,  and  which  latter  took 
place  on  the  25th  instant. 

Your  order  to  me  was  that  this  ship  should,  after  passing  the  barricade  below 
the  forts,  proceed  to  the  attack  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  order  to  divert  its  fire 
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from  jour  division,  so  that  you  should  not  be-  exposed  to  the  fire  of  both  of  these 
forts  at  the  same  time.  On  our  arrival  at  the  opening  of  the  barricade  the 
enemy  opened  his  fire  on  us.  We  proceeded  slowly  through  it,  firing  only  our 
bow  guns,  until  we  reached  a  position  where  our  broadside  guns  could  be  used ; 
we  then  continued  slowly  on,  frequently  stopping  and  returning  his  fire,  and 
sustaining  that  of  the  rebel  gunboats  at  the  same  time,  until  we  had  reached  a 
point  above  that  fort  where  its  fire  could  no  longer  reach  us.  The  ram,  after 
having  struck  the  Varuna  gunboat,  and  forced  her  to  run  on  shore  to  prevent 
sinking,  advanced  to  attack  this  ship,  coming  down  on  us  right  ahead.  She  was 
perceived  by  Lieutenant  F.  A.  Roe  just  in  time  to  avoid  her  by  sheering  the 
ship,  and  she  passed  close  on  our  starboard  side,  receiving,  as  she  went  by,  a 
broadside  from  us.  The  gunboats  of  the  enemy  now  fled  up  the  river,  and  some 
of  them  were  run  on  shore  and  set  fire  to  by  their  own  crews.  We  were  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  about  two  hours.  We  then  steamed  up  the  river  to  render 
assistance  to  the  Varuna.  We  sent  our  boats  to  her  to  assist  in  taking  off  her 
officers  and  crew,  and  have  seven  of  the  former  and  about  sixty  of  the  latter 
now  on  board. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  was  in  every  respect  praise- 
worthy, evincing  coolness  and  courage  of  the  highest  order.  The  fire  of  the 
euns  was  kept  up  with  all  the  rapidity  which  the  circimistances  of  the  action 
demanded,  to  insure  injury  to  the  enemy  without  the  wasting  of  ammunition. 
The  amount  of  damage  inflicted  by  us  on  him  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  it  must  have  been  very  considerable.  It  is  impossible  in  a  night 
attack  to  do  justice  to  each  officer's  merits  by  specifying  his  particular  conduct 
in  the  battle ;  but  the  result  of  the  conflict  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  great  good 
behavior  of  them  all. 

I  mu^t  speak  of  the  coolness  and  ability  displayed  by  Lieutenant  F.  A.  Roe, 
the  executive  officer  of  this  ship.  His  station  being  on  the  bridge  next  to  me 
enabled  me  to  witness  it.  My  eyesight  is  quite  defective,  especially  at  night, 
and  I  am  compelled  to  rely  on  that  of  others.  I  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  give 
to  Lieutenant  iloe  the  duty  of  directing  the  ship's  course  through  the  opening 
of  the  barricade,  as  well  as  the  ascending  of  the  river  during  the  whole  action. 
The  judgment  and  skill  shown  by  him  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  cannot 
be  surpassed.  We  had  no  pilot  on  board,  and  he  performed  that  duty  iVith  the 
most  remarkable  ability  and  success.  I  recommend  and  most  strongly  urge 
upon  the  Navy  Department  the  propriety  and  justice  of  promoting  him  to  the 
rank  of  commander,  as  a  reward  for  the  highly  important  services  which  he  has 
rendered  in  this  battle.  In  my  opinion  he  has  fairly  earned  it  and  ought  to 
receive  it. 

In  the  action  of  the  25th  instant  with  the  batteries  just  below  the  city  the 
ship  received  but  little  injury  in  her  hull  or  rigging,  and  none  of  the  officera  or 
crew  were  killed  or  wounded.  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the 
killed  and  wounded ;  also,  one  of  the  injury  sustained  by  the  ship  in  hull  and 

rigging. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  MORRIS,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Ship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  facts  and  incidents  con- 
nected with  our  engagement  of  the  24th  instant  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
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Philip  and  their  adjacent  batteries,  and  also  with  the  fleet  of  rebel  gunboats  and 
rams. 

I  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself  that  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down  flat 
on  deck,  to  receive  the  first  fire  of  the  forts,  until  our  guns  were  in  range.  By 
this  means,  I  have  no  doubt,  many  valuable  lives  were  saved,  and  no  ammuni- 
tion was  thrown  away  by  firing  at  random. 

Soon  as  the  battery  opened  upon  the  enemy  it  did  great  execution  bjr  its 
rapidity  of  fire  and  the  certainty  of  its  aim.  The  conduct  of  our  people  was 
gallant  in  the  highest  degree. 

Too  great  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Lieutenant  James  Stillwell  for  his 
coolness  and  activity.  He  moved  constantly  from  one  division  to  another,  en- 
couraging the  guns'  crews,  instructing  them  how  to  act  and  how  to  fire,  and 
when  some  of  them  were  disabled  by  their  numbers  falling,  and  the  wounded, 
lying  helpless  in  the  darkness,  encumbered  the  decks,  Lieutenant  Stillwell,  by 
his  presence  and  coolness,  restored  order,  and  maintained  an  unremitting  fiie 
from  every  gun.  Although  himself  knocked  down  by  a  cannon  shot,  he  recoT- 
cred  his  presence  of  mind,  which  never  forsook  him,  and  was  always  found 
where  he  was  most  needed. 

The  forward  division,  consisting  of  the  11 -inch  pivot  and  80-ponnder  rifle-g^nii, 
was  admirably  served  under  the  orders  of  Acting  Master  E.  C.  Weeks.  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Alfred  H.  Reynolds  came  aft  on  the  hammock  nettings  to  report  to 
me  the  loss  of  the  rammer  of  his  80-pounder.  While  aft  by  the  bridge,  near 
No.  5  gim,  he  had  his  sword-belt  cut  from  his  waist  in  three  pieces.  Bat 
this  officer  never  for  a  moment  faltered  in  his  duty  at  the  forward  division. 
Mr.  Cox,  the  carpenter,  was  quite  severely  wounded  in  the  beginning  of  the 
engagement,  and  was  compelled  to  go  below.  Mr.  Goodrich,  the  boatswain,  was 
also  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  sheU  lodging  in  his  arm,  and,  though  sufiering 
great  pain  and  loss  of  blood,  remained  at  his  station  to  the  end  of  the  conflict. 
His  conduct  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  The  crew  of  No.  5  gun  was  most 
severely  dealt  with.  In  the  very  beginning  of  the  action  John  Ryan,  the  gun 
captain,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  several  others  fell.  Patrick  Hughes,  sea- 
man, who  was  first  sponger,  showed  himself  particularly  active,  and  his  conduct, 
in  my  opinion,  redeemed  his  previous  bad  character. 

William  Gray,  Ist,  the  first  loader  of  No.  3  gun,  very  deliberately  picked  up 
a  32-pound  shot  which  landed  on  deck  and  threw  it  overboard,  supposing  it  to 
be  a  shell. 

I  call  special  attention  to  the  gun  captain  of  the  rifled  howitzer  afl:,  which, 
though  much  exposed  was  served  with  much  ability  and  activity,  although  no 
officer  whatever  superintended  it.  James  McCloud,  captain  of  foretop,  a  volun- 
teer from  the  Colorado,  was  the  gun  captain  of  this  piece.  ^  I  earnestly  commend 
him  to  your  favorable  notice. 

I  have  also  to  notice  the  fine  conduct  of  Louis  Richards,  the  quartermaster 
at  the  wheel  during  the  terrific  fire.  All  through  the  din  and  roar  of  battle 
this  man  never  once  erred  in  steering  the  ship  through  the  narrow  opening  of 
the  barricade,  and  his  watchful  devotion  to  my  orders  contributed  in  a  great 
degr(.»e  to  the  successful  passage  of  the  ship,  without  once  fouling  the  ^hore  or 
the  obstacles  of  the  barricade.  The  coolness  of  this  man,  at  a  station  of  no 
ordinary  danger,  was  perfectly  heroic. 

Assistant  Engineer  Iluntly,  stationed  at  the  bell  abreast  of  No.  5  gun,  was 
wounded  at  the  same  time  that  the  gun*s  crew  was  disabled.  He  was  urged  to  go 
below,  but  refused  to  leave  his  station,  and  remained  there  all  through  the  action. 

I  must  make  very  special  mention  of  Thomas  Flood,  (boy.)  who  acted  as  my 
aid  on  the  bridge.  He  was  swept  from  my  side  along  with  the  signal  quarter- 
master, Murry,  who  had  his  leg  shot  away  by  a  shell  which  burst  near  them. 
Flood,  finding  himself  unhurt  on  the  deck  below  the  bridge,  assisted  the  signal 
quartermaster  to  get  below.     After  getting  him  into  the  hands  of  the  surgeon^ 
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Flood  promptly  returned  to  my  side,  and  assisted  me  very  materially  by  taking 
the  duties  of  signal  quartermaster  upon  himself.  This  duty  he  performed  with 
the  coolness,  exactitude,  and  fidelity  of  a  veteran  seaman.  I  cannot  speak  too 
warmly  of  Flood,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  see  him  appointed  a  midshipman  in 
the  navy.     His  intelligence  and  gentle  character  are  of  a  high  order. 

The  powder  division  waa  perfectly  served  under  the  command  of  Paymaster 
George  L.  Davis.     Its  good  order  and  efficiency  are  worthy  of  special  notice. 

There  are  but  two  instances  of  conduct  which  I  record  with  pain.  John 
McDonald,  seaman,  from  the  Colorado,  was  the  second  captain  of  No.  6  gun. 
When  the  first  captain  was  wounded  by  a  bursting  shell,  this  man  gave  up  his 
gun.  One  of  the  gun's  crew  was  heard  by  Lieutenant  Stillwell  calling  for  some 
one  to  take  charge  of  the  gun,  and  no  one  coming,  he  took  charge  of  it  himself. 

The  other  instance  is  still  more  humiliating.  William  Cooper,  ordinary  sea- 
man, shellman  of  No.  2  gun,  deserted  his  station,  and  was  twice  hauled  out  from 
behind  the  forward  bitts  by  the  men  of  our  ship.  The  scorn  and  contempt  of 
our  crew  for  this  man  seems  to  be  condemnation  enough. 

Other  examples  of  courage  and  coolness,  however,  are  so  marked  and  striking, 
that  it  is  a  source  of  pride  and  congratulation  to  me  that  I  have  been  able  to  go 
into  battle  with  such  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE,  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  United  State*  Ship  Pensacola. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  the  damages  this  steamer  sustained  in  car- 
penter's department,  as  follows,  viz :  One  shot  entering  starboard  bow  braking) 
just  beneath  spar  deck  lodging  knees,  cutting  its  way  through  the  side  and 
tearing  in  splinters  a  hanging  knee,  cutting  through  deck  beam,  thence  striking 
bitt,  badly  splintering  this;  lodging  in  another  beam  amidships.  Second, 
through  main  rigging,  (starboard,)  ploughing  through  bridge,  going  out  at  main- 
rail,  (port,)  which  is  cut  entirely  off.  Third,  struck  sheet  chain  outside,  badly 
cutting  two  strakes  whales  at  No.  6  gunport.  Fourth,  came  through  side  at 
No.  3  gunport,  cutting  two  strakes  spirketting,  crossing  deck  and  demolishing 
one  side  of  a  gun-carriage.  Fifth,  came  through  No.  7  gtmport,  tearing  away 
two  fife-rail  stanchions,  cutting  through  mainmast,  crippling  mast-loop,  passing 
out  of  side  of  gunport,  tearing  away  framing  stanchion  and  plank.  Sixth, 
Btnick  iron  knee  under  the  bridge,  cutting  it  off.  Seventh,  through  hammock 
nettings,  mizzen  rigging,  badly  cutting  main-rail,  passed  out  through  port-netting, 
cutting  off  hammock-rails.  Eighth,  came  through  side,  near  poop  deck,  cutting 
away  framing  timber  and  plank.  Ninth,  starboard  quarter,  about  five  feet 
above  water,  not  through  plank.  The  above  are,  sir,  all  I  have  been  able  to 
ai?ccrlain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  E.  COX, 

Acting  Carpenter, 

Captain  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Pensacola. 

P.  S. — To  the  above  should  be  added  two  boats,  one  very  badly  stove;  also 
masts  and  gratings  badly  cut  up  by  shells. 
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United  States  Sloop  Pbnsacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rigging  of  this  ship  which  was  shot  avay 
and  wounded  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  April,  1862 :  One  screw  of 
the  starboard  main  rigging;  one  screw  of  port  mizzen  rigging;  plate  of  topsafl 
halyard  block,  in  the  starboard  fore-chains,  shot  away;  one  topmast  backfitay* 
wounded ;  one  shroud  of  port  main  rigging,  shot  away ;  one  leg  of  mizzen  stay, 
shot  away;  mizzen  stay,  wounded;  three  shrouds  of  main  rigging  on  the  port 
side,  slightly  wounded ;  one  shroud  on  starboard  side  of  main  rigging,  slightly 
wounded ;  some  running  rigging  shot  away. 
Very  respectfully, 

0.  E.  McKAY, 

Acting  Master. 
Captain  Henry  W.  Morris. 


Report  of  Captain  T.  T.  Craven,  United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn* 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Mississippi  River,  off  New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  reports  from  the  executive  officer, 
surgeon,  gunner,  carpenter,  and  boatswain,  relative  to  the  occurrences,  casualties, 
expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  damages  on  board  this  ship  on  the  mornings  of 
the  24th  and  25th  instant. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  add  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  soon  after  the 
action  between  our  fleet  and  the  forts,  St.  Philip  and  Jackson,  commenced,  in 
consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  blinding  smoke,  I  lost  sight 
of  your  ship,  and  when  following  in  the  line  of  what  I  supposed  to  be  your  fire, 
I  suddenly  found  the  Brooklyn  running  over  one  of  the  hulks  and  rafts  which 
sustained  the  chain  barricade  of  the  river.  For  a  few  moments  I  was  entangled 
and  fell  athwart  the  stream,  our  bow  grazing  the  shore  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.  While  in  this  situation  I  received  a  pretty  severe  fire  from  Fort  St. 
Philip.  Immediately  after  extricating  my  ship  from  the  rafts,  her  head  was 
turned  up  stream,  aud  a  few  minutes  thereafter  she  was  feebly  batted  by  the 
celebrated  ram  Manassas.  She  came  butting  into  our  starboard  gangway,  first 
firing  from  her  trap-door,  when  within  about  ten  feet  of  the  ship,  directly 
towards  our  smoke-stack,  her  shot  entering  about  five  feet  above  the  water-line 
and  lodging  in  the  sand -bags  which  protected  our  steam-drum.  I  had  discovered 
this  queer-looking  gentleman,  while  forcing  ray  way  over  the  barricade,  lying 
close  into  the  bank,  and  when  he  made  his  appearance  the  second  time  I  was  so 
close  to  him  that  he  had  not  an  opportunity  to  get  up  his  full  speed,  and  his 
efforts  to  damage  me  were  completely  fru.=5trated,  our  chain  armpr  proving  a  per- 
fect protection  to  our  sides.  lie  soon  slid  off  and  disappeared  in  the  darknesSb 
A  few  moments  thereafter,  being  all  the  time  under  a  raking  fire  from  Fort  Jack- 
son, I  was  attacked  by  a  large  rebel  steamer.  Our  port  broadside,  at  the  short 
distance  of  only  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  completely  finished  him,  setting  him  on  fire 
almost  instantaneously. 

Still  groping  my  way  in  the  dark,  or  under  the  hi  ark  cloud  of  smoke  from  the 
fire  raft,  I  suddenly  found  myself  abreast  of  St.  Philip,  and  so  close  that  the 
leadsman  in  the  starboard  chains  gave  the  souiidinp^s  **  thirteen  feet,  sir."  As 
we  could  bring  all  our  guns  to  bear,  for  a  few  brief  moments  we  poured  in  grape 
and  canister,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  completely  silencing  that  work  before 
I  left  it — my  men  in  the  tops  witnessing,  in  the  flashes  of  their  bursting  shrap- 
nelh,  the  enemy  running  like  sheep  for  more  comforUible  quarters. 

After  passing  the  forts  we  engaged  several  of  the  enemy's  gunboats;  and 
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being  at  short  range — generally  fipom  sixty  to  a  hundred  yards — the  effects  of 
our  broadsides  must  have  been  terrific.  This  ship  was  under  fire  about  one  hour 
and  a  half.  We  lost  eight  men  killed,  and  had  twenty-six  wounded,  and  our 
damages  from  the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  are  severe.  I  should  not  have  been 
80  particular,  sir,  in  recording  so  many  of  tlie  incidents  of  the  morning  of  the 
24th  had  I  not  been  out  of  my  proper  station ;  but  justice  to  my  officers  and 
crew  demand  that  I  should  show  that  the  Brooklyn  was  neither  idle  nor  useless 
on  that  never-to-be-forgotten  occasion. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  here  beg  leave  to  add  that  my  officers  and  crew,  all, 
without  a  single  exception,  behaved  in  a  most  heroic  manner;  indeed,  I  was 
surprised  to  witness  their  perfect  coolness  and  self-possession,  as  they  stood  at 
their  guns  while  the  rebels  were  hailing  shot  and  shell  upon  us  for  nearly  half 
an  hour  before  I  gave  the  order  to  "open  fire.*'  I  have  to  congratulate  myself 
on  being  so  ably  assisted  by  my  executive  officer.  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Lowry.  He 
was  everywhere,  inspiring  both  officers  and  crew  with  his  own  zeal  and  gallantry 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty.  Lieutenant  James  O'Kane,  who  had  charge 
of  the  1st  division,  was  severely  wounded  soon  after  we  commenced  the  action; 
but  not  until  he  had  himself  primed,  sighted,  and  fired  two  guns,  and  from  loss 
of  blood  fallen  to  the  deck,  would  he  consent  to  be  carried  below.  Lieutenant 
James  Forney,  commanding  the  marines,  had  two  guns  assigned  him,  and,  with 
his  men,  fought  most  gallantly. 

I  was  early  deprived  of  the  services  of  my  signal  officer  and  aid,  Acting  Mid- 
shipman John  Anderson,  by  a  shot,  which  cut  him  and  the  signal  quartermaster, 
Barney  Sands,  nearly  in  two.  Young  Anderson  was  a  most  promising  and  gal- 
lant young  gentleman,  and  had,  only  a  few  days  previously,  volunteered  from 
another  vessel,  which  had  been  detailed  for  other  duty,  to  join  this  ship;  he  was 
knocked  overboard  and  killed  instantly.  Immediately  afterward,  my  young 
clerk,  Mr.  J.  G.  Swift,  (who  had  been  meanwhile  taking  notes,)  asked  me  to  let 
him  act  as  my  aid;  and  the  prompt,  self-possessed  manner  in  which  he  performed 
his  duty  in  conveying  my  orders  elicitea  my  highest  admiration. 

The  conduct  of  Quartermaster  James  Buck,  stationed  at  the  wheel,  merits 
particular  mention.  Early  in  the  fight  he  received  a  severe  and  painful  contu- 
sion by  a  heavy  splinter;  but  for  seven  hours  afterwards  he  stood  bravely  at  his 
post  and  performed  his  duty,  refusing  to  go  below  until  positively  ordered  to  do 
so ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  without  my  knowledge,  he  again  stole  to 
his  station  and  steered  the  ship  from  early  daylight  until  1.30  p.  m.,  over  eight 
hours.  I  beg  particularly  that  you  will  bring  this  man's  conduct  to  the  especial 
notice  of  the  Navy  Department. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  April,  as  the  fleet  was  proceeding  up  the  river, 
at  about  a  quarter-past  11  o'clock,  two  batteries  were  discovered,  one  on  our 
starboard  bow,  and  the  other  almost  directly  ahead.  Signal  was  made  from 
your  ship  to  prepare  for  action.  At  this  time  the  flag-ship  was  the  leading  vessel, 
the  Brooklyn  was  the  second  in  the  line,  and  the  Iroquois  third;  the  others 
were  astern,  and  somewhat  scattered.  A  few  minutes  after  your  signal  the 
Cayuga  passed  the  Brooklyn,  and  so  close  as  to  compel  me  to  haO  and  request 
her  commander  not  to  force  me  out  of  my  station.  She  pushed  on,  and  even 
passed  the  flag-ship. 

About  noon,  being  then  one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant  from  them,  the  baj- 
tories  opened  a  raking  fire  upon  us.  Tne  fire  of  the  starboard  battery  was  imme- 
diately responded  to  by  this  ship,  then  about  half  a  cable's  length  astern  of  the 
Hartford,  and  twenty-one  shots  from  our  80-pounder  rifled  gun  were  rapidly,  and 
with  remarkable  precision,  thrown  into  it,  only  two  of  these  shots  failing  to  take 
effect.  A  few  minutes  afterward  the  Brooklyn,  then  steaming  at  the  rate  of  ten 
knots,  by  the  sudden  sheering  off  and  "  slowing  down"  of  the  Hartford,  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  the  enemy,  necessarily  sheered  in  shore,  which  brought  her 
up  within  one  bandied  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  yards  of  the  port-hand  battery, 
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and  so  as  to  obstruct  the  fire  of  the  Hartford.  The  Brooklyn  then  opened  fire 
with  grape  and  canister,  stopped  her  engines,  and,  lying  within  leas  than  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  river  bank,  delivered  two  other  broadsides,  which  com- 
pletely drove  the  enemy  pell  mell  from  their  guns  and  from  the  field. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  most  brilliant  sue- 
cess.  The  attack  by  our  squadron  upon  two  strong  and  garrisoned  forts,  steam- 
ing within  grape  and  canister  range,  and  partially  silencing  them,  and  the  pursuit 
and  destruction  of  almost  their  entire  fleet  of  gunboats,  have  not  been  surpassed, 
if  equalled,  by  any  navy  in  the  world.  Under  the  providence  of  Almighty  Grod 
we  nave  achieved  a  most  glorious  victory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off'  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  the  action  of  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant, 
from  3  a.  m.  to  4.50  a.  m.,  against  the  rebel  forts,  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  masked 
and  water  batteries,  and  some  sixteen  rebel  gunboats,  this  ship  engaged  the 
enemy  at  3  a.  m.  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  of  which  105  rounds  were  fired 
from  the  nine-inch  guns,  in  broadside,  at  one  time  within  150  yards  of  Fort  St. 
Philip.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  discharging  the  80-pounder  Dahl- 
gren  rifle.     This  gun  is  defective  in  its  vent. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  was  under  your  own  eye.  I  can  say 
with  pride  that  they  fully  met  my  own  expectations  in  their  drill  and  efficiency ; 
and  although  the  action  was  fought  mostly  in  total  darkness,  still  nothing  conld 
exceed  the  rapid  and  precise  firing,  the  prompt  readiness  to  repair  damages,  and 
the  care  for  the  dead  and  wounded,  which  was  evinced  by  every  person  at  the 
gun  divisions. 

I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  seven  most  valuable  men,  viz :  Bernard  Sands, 
signal  quartermaster,  killed  by  your  side;  John  Wade,  captain  after  guard; 
Thomas  White,  coxswain,  captain  of  No.  9  gun ;  Andrei?^  Rourke,  seaman,  1st 
loader  of  pivot  gun;  Daniel  McEmory,  (boy,)  powder-boy  of  pivot  gim;  Henry 
Rofi*,  marine,  of  marine  gun's  crew  No.  1 ;  William  Lanahan,  marine,  of  marine's 
gun's  crew  No.  2.  Midshipman  Anderson,  your  aid,  was  carried  overboard 
early  in  the  action  by  a  round  shot. 

No.  9  gun  had,  by  the  striking  of  a  32-lb.  shot  against  the  iron  boat-davit  on 
port  side,  and  breaking  into  fragments,  immediately  followed  by  a  bursting  shell 
in  the  same  place,  1st  captain  killed,  2d  captain  badly  wounded,  and  nine  men 
badly  disabled;  making  eleven  men  out  of  a  crew  of  seventeen.  Still,  the 
remaining  six  fought  the  gun  7no8t  gallantly  until  the  end  of  the  action.  Our 
wounded  amount  to  thirty,  as  per  surgeon's  report.  No.  1  gun,  port,  was  dis- 
abled by  having  the  forward  axlctree  shot  away.  We  encountered  tlie  boom- 
chain,  and  broke  it  adrift  by  running  over  it  and  dislodging  the  anchored  hulks ; 
this  close  to  Fort  St.  Philip.  We  also  had  an  encounter  with  an  iron-clad  ram, 
which  struck  us  in  the  starboard  gangway;  but  the  chain-armor,  to  a  great 
extent,  received  the  blow  and  saved  the  frame  of  the  ship.  The  ship  was  badly 
struck  and  cut  up  in  various  parts;  a  report  from  Mr.  Foy,  the  carpenter,  I 
herewith  enclose ;  both  main-stays  and  much  of  the  running  gear  were  cut  by 
shot. 

As  your  executive  officer  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pride,  to  call  attcn 
tion  to  the  excellent  bearing  of  every  officer  and  man  on  board  the  ship.     The 
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advancing  and  victorioas  squadron,  in  succession,  ran  down,  sank,  blew  up,  or 
fired  by  shells,  eleven  of  the  enemy's  sixteen  gunboats.  One,  the  Warrior,  a 
three-masted  propeller,  placed  herself  under  the  port  broadside  of  the  Brooklyn, 
when  eleven  five-second  shells  were  exploded  in  her,  actually  driving  her  on 
the  bank  and  instantly  setting  her  on  fire.  A  second  three-masted  propeller 
escaped  annihilation  from  our  starboard  battery  from  her  resemblance  to  the 
Iroquois,  which  caused  us  to  hold  our  fire  until  the  current  had  drifted  her  down 
astern  of  us,  when  her  true  character  was  ascertained,  but  too  late  for^us  to 
destroy  her. 

Mr.  0*Kane,  acting  2d  lieutenant,  in  charge  of  the  forward  divisions,  was 
wounded  in  the  middle  of  the  action  and  disabled,  after  most  gallant  service. 
I  ordered  Midshipman  Bartlett  to  take  charge  of  this  battery,  which  he  did 
promptly  and  efficiently. 

In  conclusion,  I  without  hesitation  assert  that  the  attack  of  our  squadron 
upon  two  strong  and  garrisoned  forts,  coming  within  grape  and  canister  range, 
and  to  a  great  extent  silencing  their  fire,  and  afterwards  overtaking  and  destroy- 
ing nearly  all  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  surpassed,  if  equalled, 
on  the  record  of  any  navy  in  the  world. 

In  the  action  of  this  morning  against  the  batteries  near  the  city  we  engaged 
at  a  close  canister  and  grape  range,  and  following  closely  the  Sciota,  which  gun- 
boat dashed  gallantly  into  close  quarters  with  the  battery  on  the  right  bank, 
but  between  Us  and  the  battery^  so  that  we  had  to  hold  our  fire.  We  finished 
her  work  by  a  sweeping  discharge  of  grape  and  canister,  driving  the  rebels  pell- 
mell  out  of  their  works.  Midshipman  Bartlett  fought  the  80-pounder  pivot  very 
skilfully,  firing  twenty-one  shots  into  the  battery  on  the  left  bank  with  great 
rapidity  and  precision,  and  in  a  great  measure  redeemed  the  character  of  the 
gun.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  though  we  were  struck  a  number  of  times  in  the 
hull,  and  some  rigging  cut,  we  had  no  loss  of  life  or  blood.  One  man,  Dennis 
Leary,  ordinary  seaman,  fell  overboard,  by  his  own  carelessness,  and  was 
drowned. 

The  howitzers  in  the  fore  and  main-tops  were  well  served  by  Coxswain  Ham- 
ilton and  Captain  of  Main-top  Williams,  throwing  shrapnell  and  canister  very 
effectually  into  the  enemy  on  ooth  banks.  Without  officers  to  command  them, 
the  crews  of  these  guns  are  worthy  of  especial  notice.  I  should  mention  that 
the  engine  berth-deck  and  powder  divisions  were  well  served  by  their  respective 
officers  and  men,  and  that  the  most  perfect  order  was  maintained  while  the 
numerous  wounded  were  transferred  to  the  surgeon  promptly  and  careftilly. 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer  J.  Morgan  stood  at  the  bell  and  executed  your  orders 
promptly  throughout  the  action. 

I  have  to  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  splendid  example  you  gave  us  of  coolness 
and  masterly  handling  of  this  vessel  in  both  actions ;  and  I  close  this  hasty 
report  by  recommending  to  your  especial  notice  Quartermaster  Buck,  who,  on 
the  first  morning,  though  wounded,  stood  bravely  at  the  wheel  for  seven  hours, 
and  to-day  again  took  his  post  and  steered  the  ship  from  early  daylight  until 
•1.30  p.  m.— over  eight  hours. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
FirU  hieutenant  XL  S.  Steam- Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven, 

CowCg  U.  S.  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn^  off  New  Orleans, 
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United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyx, 
Off  New  Orleans^  Louisiana^  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  we,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  ship, 
as  to  the  extent  of  injuries  we  received  in  our  engagements  with  the  forts  and 
vedsels  in  the  river  on  the  24th  instant,  and  with  the  batteries  below  the  citj  on 
the  25th  instant,  and  make  the  following  report : 

1.  A  shot  on  starboard  bow,  cuttmg  through  the  plank,  timber,  and  ceOine, 

Eassing  through  the  storeroom,  shattering  the  fore  and  ail  piece  and  the  deck 
earn,  and  striking  the  lodger  knee,  and  breaking  it  badlj,  destroying  in  its 
progress  three  coils  of  large  rope,  and  the  interior  work  to  considerable  extent, 
and  shattered  the  waterway  below  the  berth-deck,  and  lodged  there. 

2.  A  shot  on  starboard  bow,  coming  through  the  plank  timbers  and  iron 
bracing,  passing  through  the  marine's  storeroom,  destroying  a  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing and  other  stores,  and  lodged  on  the  port  side,  between  the  knees  and  deck, 
breaking  one  of  the^main  beams  amidships. 

3.  A  shell  struck  the  starboard  bow,  near  the  wood  ends,  and  exploded, 
making  a  large  hole,  and  shattering  the  plank  to  a  considerable  extent.  We 
cannot  ascertain  the  extent  of  injury  it  has  done,  as  it  is  impossible  to  get  at  it 
at  present. 

4.  A  shot  on  starboard  side,  just  abaft  fore  channels,  came  through,  destroy- 
ing two  lodger  knees,  crossing  the  deck,  striking  and  shattering  one  of  the 
hanging  knees,  and  struck  the  side  and  fell  on  deck. 

5.  A  shot,  just  forward  tlie  mainmast,  came  through,  cutting  off  the  iron  brace, 
which  is  six  inches  wide  and  one  inch  thick,  and  lodged  in  some  bags  of  sand, 
placed  to  protect  the  steam  drum.     This  shot  was  fired  from  the  ram. 

6.  A  shot  on  the  quarter,  came  through  the  plank  timber,  iron  brace,  and 
ceiling,  crossed  the  wardroom  diagonally,  striking  the  mizzen-topsail  sheet  bitts, 
cutting  it  in  two,  and  scattering  the  splinters  all  around,  destroying  the  wood 
work  to  a  very  great  extent ;  it  then  struck  the  ceiling  on  the  port  side,  and  a 
hanging  knee,  and  fell  on  deck. 

7.  On  spar-deck,  a  shot  struck  in  the  head,  on  starboard  side,  going  through 
the  bowsprit,  and  passing  out  of  the  head  on  poit  side,  shattering  the  wood 
work  all  around. 

8.  A  shot  on  port  side,  abreast  the  foremast,  cutting  the  rail  in  two,  and 
passing  off  without  further  damage. 

9.  A  shot  on  starboard  side,  just  abaft  fore  channels,  came  thronsh,  and  dis- 
abled gun  on  port  side ;  striking  the  breach  of  the  gun,  it  glanced  and  struck  the 
axletree,  and  went  through  the  spar-deck,  and  lodged  there. 

10.  A  shot  on  port  side,  abreast  the  mizzenmast,  and  carried  away  the  boat 
davits,  timber  heads,  rail  planks,  outside  and  inside,  shattering  the  wood  to  a 
great  extent,  and  damaging  the  gun  on  the  outside. 

11.  A  shot  came  through  the  bows  of  port  quarter-boats,  and  went  through 
the  hammock  netting  on  starboard  side,  carrying  away  the  rail  and  bulwarks. 

12.  A  shot  on  the  starboard  quarter,  came  through,  and  crossed  through  the 
deck,  diagonally,  and  went  through  the  rail  on  port  side,  tearing  away  the  bul- 
warks considerably,  demolishing  the  starboard  water-closet,  and  doing  other 
injury. 

13.  A  shot  on  port  quarter,  cutting  through  the  plankshear  of  the  poop, 
cutting  off  sixteen  planks  of  the  deck,  and  passed  underneath,  and  out  of  the 
starboard,  through  the  port  shutter. 

14.  A  shot  struck  the  kedge  anchor,  hanging  to  the  port  main  brace  bump- 
pin,  and  broke  it  off  just  below  the  stock,  scarifying  the  side.  The  mizzen-top- 
sail sheet  bitt  on  the  starboard  side  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  the 
brass  cover  broken. 

15.  Outside.     We  were  struck  by  an  iron-clad  ram,  just  forward  of  the  main- 
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mast,  crushing  in  three  planks,  and  driving  in  the  links  of  the  chain  (which  we 
had  hung  over  the  side  for  the  protection  of  our  engine)  into  the  side.  The 
extent  of  this  injury  we  could  not  ascertain,  but  think  it  is  serious. 

16.  A  shot  under  the  transom  starboard  side  cut  off  three  planks,  and  started 
a  fourth  out  about  four  or  &ye  feet,  and  the  shot  remained  there.  This  is  a 
very  serious  injury,  as  much  so  as  any  we  have  received. 

All  these  shots  were  received  in  the  attack  upon  the  lower  forts.  Tn  the 
engagements  with  the  batteries  below  the  city  we  received  the  following 
injuries : 

1.  A  shot  on  the  starboard  bow,  came  through,  and  lodged  in  a  quantity  of 
rigging  stowed  in  the  sick  bay.    The  extent  of  injuries  we  could  not  ascertain. 

2.  A  shot  struck  the  starboard  cathead,  shattering  it,  and  injuring  the  rail 
forward  of  it. 

Our  fore- topsail  yard  is  badly  injured. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DEWHURST, 
Acting  Master,  United  States  Navy. 
THOS.  PICKERING, 

Acting  Master, 
W.  D.  FOY,  Carpenter. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Cravbx, 

Commanding  United  States  Steam- Sloop  Brooklyn^ 

off  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


Approved : 


THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  New  Orleans,  April  2Q,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  losses  in  the  boatswain's  department 
in  the  actions  of  April  24  and  25 : 

Both  mainstays  shot  away. 

One  shroud,  main  rigging,  shot  away. 

One  shroud,  fore  rigging,  shot  away. 

Bowsprit  shrouds  shot  away. 

Jib  and  flying  jib-stays  shot  away. 

Catfall  and  shank  pointer  on  starboard  side  shot  away. 

Starboard  fore-topsail  sheet  shot  away. 

Three  coils  of  cordage  destroyed  in  storeroom.  A  shot  is  now  lodged  in  the 
rigging,  barricaded  in  the  "sick  bay.*'  No  doubt  a  great  deal  of  the  gear  is 
cut,  but  how  much  cannot  be  ascertained  until  it  is  broken  out. 

Main  brace  shot  away. 

Kedge  anchor  on  each  quarter  shot  away,  with  sixty  fathom  five-inch  hemp 
hawser  shot  away. 

Main  brace  block  shot  away. 

Three  laniards,  mizzen  riggine,  shot  away. 

One  shroud,  mizzen  rigging,  snot  away. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  SELMER, 
Acting  Boatswain,  United  States  Navy. 

Captain  Thomas  T.  Graven, 

Commanding  United  States  Steam- Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Approved : 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain. 
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Report  of  Commander  S.  Phillips  Lee^  commanding  United  States  steam-^loop 

Oneida, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

New  Orleans,  April  26,  1862. 

I  report  the  part  borne  by  the  Oneida  during  the  actions  on  the  moming  of 
the  24th,  between  3  and  6  a.  m.,  with  Fort  Jackson  and  Fort  St.  Philip  and 
the  rebel  gunboats,  and  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  at  noon  on  the  25th. 

ACTION   WITH    FORTS   JACKSON    AND   ST.   PHILIP. 

The  Oneida  was,  under  jour  order,  the  fourth  in  line  ahead  in  the  leading 
division,  which  was  instructed  by  you  to  pass  on  the  Fort  St.  Philip  side  and  not 
to  fire  the  port  battery.  Hence  the  port  32s  were  shifted  to,  and  onr  pivot 
guns  trained  on  the  starboard  side. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  very  heavy,  and  began  from  both  forts  as  soon  as  we 
got  within  long  range  of  their  guns,  which  was  on  opening  the  point  a  mile  and 
a  half  below  Fort  Jiickson. 

I  found  it  necessary,  until  past  the  forts,  to  pilot  and  to  direct  all  operations 
from  the  forecastle  after  nearing  the  opening  in  the  barrier,  where  the  Mississippi 
(our  next  ahead)  seemed  at  a  stand  as  if  aground,  on  the  Fort  St.  Philip  sidey 
when  she  commenced  firing  her  port  battery. 

This  obstruction  to  our  passage  was  removed,  as,  caught  by  the  current  on 
the  starboard  bow,  the  Mississippi  shot  over  to  and  rather  down  on  the  Fort 
Jackson  side.  Then  the  Varuna  (our  next  astern)  appeared  on  our  port  side 
and  showed  black  smoke.  The  Oneida  was  steered  in  for  the  Fort  St.  Philip 
side,  passed  up  quickly  in  the  strong  eddy,  and  close  under  the  guns  of  th^ 
fort,  (so  that  the  sparks  from  its  immense  battery  seemed  to  reach  us,)  fired 
rapidly  bolts  from  two  rifled  guns,  (we  had  no  shell  for  them,)  grape  and  canister 
from  the  forward  32s,  and  shrapnell  from  the  two  11-inch  pivot  guns,  whilst 
passing  this  long  line  of  works.  (It  was,  perhaps,  the  burning  of  the  sulphnr 
in  our  11-inch  shrapnell  which  occasioned  the  officers  in  Fort  St^  Philip  to 
inquire,  after  the  surrender,  if  our  shells  were  not  filled  with  Greek  fire.) 

The  terrific  fire  from  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort  St.  Philip  passed  over  us* 
their  guns  seeming  to  be  too  much  elevated  for  our  close  position. 

ACTION  WITH  THE  GUNBOATS. 

When  just  above  the  forts  we  encountered  the  gunboats  and  transports  of  the 
enemy.  The  former,  it  seems  from  the  subsequent  reports  of  our  prisoners,  were 
tied  to  trees  along  the  steep  bank  above  Fort  St.  Philip ;  thence  passing  over 
to  the  Fort  Jackson  side,  tnese  gunboats  came  down  to  meet  us.  It  was  very 
thick  from  darkness  and  smoke.  We  had  now  got  on  the  Fort  Jackson  side. 
A  flash  revealed  the  ram  Manassas,  gliding  down  our  port  side  below  our  gunSt 
and  passing  too  close  and  swiftly,  aided  by  steam  and  the  current,  to  enal>le  ns 
to  bring  our  heavy  guns  to  bear  on  her.  Next  came  a  gunboat  quite  near,  and 
passing  from  the  Fort  Jackson  to  Fort  St.  Philip  side,  across  our  bow.  Ran 
into  it  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  and  cut  it  down  with  a  loud  crash  on  its  star- 
board quarter.  Clear  of  our  guns  in  a  moment,  it  drifted  down  stream  in  the 
darkness.  We  now  slowed  down,  and  afterwards  used  the  steam  as  necessary 
to  get  or  keep  position  in  fighting  the  gunboats,  firing  right  and  left  into  them 
as  we  could  ascertain  (from  other  indications  than  black  smoke,  on  account  of 
the  Varuna)  that  we  were  not  firing  into  one  of  our  steamers ;  forebore  to  fire 
into  those  steamers  that  appeared  to  be  river  transports,  and  ceased  firing  into 
others  when  they  made  no  return. 
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destroy  the  telegraph  wire,  which  I  afterwards  learned  was  on  the  opposite  bank. 
At  9  a.  m.  got  under  way  and  steamed  up  the  river,  in  obedience  to  order,  in 
company  with  the  Sciota.  At  3  p.  m.  sent  the  dead  on  shore  and  buried  them ; 
then  continued  on  our  course  in  company  with  the  squadron  and  anchored  at 

.     At  3.30  we  got  under  way  and  steamed  up  the  river  in  company  with 

the  squadron.  At  3  p.  m.  we  opened  fire  with  the  squadron  on  the  batteries 
below  New  Orleans,  and  as  soon  as  the  batteries  were  silenced  we  proceeded 
with  the  squadron  up  to  the  city,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders,  ran  up  the  river 
to  look  after  the  iron  floating-battery,  which  I  discovered  off  the  upper  part  of 
the  city,  in  flames,  floating  down  with  the  current.  Returned  to  the  flag-ship 
and  received  orders  to  destroy  the  batteries  below  the  city ;  ran  down  in  com- 
pany with  the  Oneida,  Captain  S.  P.  Lee  commanding,  and  by.  his  directions  I 
destroyed  the  battery  on  the  port  hand  while  he  took  charge  of  that  on  the  op- 
posite side.  Found  a  large  supply  of  ammunition,  together  with  twelve  32  and 
24  pound  guns,  also  a  10-inch  mortar,  all  of  which  we  spiked,  burned  the  car- 
riages, threw  the' shot  into  the  river,  and  destroyed  everything  belonging  to  the 
fort.  After  accomplishing  this  work,  set  fire  to  and  burned  a  schooner  loaded 
with  combustible  material  lying  alongside  the  battery,  and  then  returned  to  the 
anchorage  off  New  Orleans  at  9.30,  thus  ending  our  operations  of  the  24th  and 
25th  of  April. 

Our  total  loss  was  three  killed  and  eight  wounded.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure 
and  gratification  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  intrepid  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  during  the  desperate  conflict  and  terrific 
fire  through  which  they  passed  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant.  Amid  that 
storm  of  iron  hail  perfect  order  reigned ;  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  faith- 
fully, and  nobly  sustained  the  well-earned  reputation  of  the  navy  and  our 
glorious  old  flag,  for  which  they  fought  so  manfully. 

The  conduct  of  Thomas  Gehegan,  boatswain's  mate,  and  captam  of  the  11-inch 
gun,  is  worthy  of  mention,  aB  well  for  the  brave  example  he  set  his  crew  and 
by  the  faithful  manner  with  which  he  served  his  gun,  bringing  up  his  own  am- 
munition as  soon  aa  the  men  composing  the  powder  division  had  been  nearly  all 
killed  or  wounded. 

Acting  Paymaster  C.  Stewart  Warren  acted  as  signal  officer.  William  H. 
Byrn,  captain's  clerk,  attended  to  passing  my  orders. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Lyon,  assistant  surgeon,  displayed  great  zeal  and  promptness  in 
his  attentions  to  the  wounded  during  the  neat  of  the  battle. 

Senior  Assistant  Engineer  John  Johnson,  with  his  junior  assistants,  managed 
his  department  with  skill  and  ability. 

To  A.  P.  Cook,  firnt  lieutenant  and  executive  offic(*r,  I  was  greatly  indebted 
for  his  able  assistance.  Throughout  the  entire  action  he  was  ready  and  prompt 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  displaying  a  coolness  and  gallantry  which  won 
the  admiration  of  all. 

With  my  earnest  ^  x)iigratulationB  upon  the  brilliant  success  which  has  crowned 
your  efforts  and  attended  the  forces  under  your  command,  I  remain,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  United  States  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

VOL.  Ill ^21 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  George  M.  Ransom^  United  States  gun- 
boat Kineo. 

United  States  Gunboat  Einbo, 
Mississippi  River,  above  the  forts,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  arriving  close  under  the  gans  of  Fort 
St.  Philip,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  the  firing  was  commenced  from 
this-  vessel,  and  kept  up  briskly  and  efiectively  until  we  had  passed  entirely 
beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  from  either  forts  or  gunboats. 

Soon  after  the  signal  of  the  flag-ship  to  discontinue  action,  I  was  hailed  by 
Commander  Smith,  of  the  Mississippi,  who  invited  me  to  accompany  him  in 
pursuit  of  the  ram.  It  turned  immediately  upon  the  shore  and  was  abandoned, 
its  people  escaping  under  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  from  both  vessels.  I  made 
preparations  for  taking  it  in  tow  by  a  hawser,  when,  the  Mississippi  coming 
oetween  the  Kineo  and  the  ram.  Commander  Smith  hailed,  and  informing  me 
that  two  vessels  under  a  point  below  had  struck,  requested  me  to  take  posses- 
sion of  them.  I  was  met  there  by  the  rebel  gunboat  McRea,  which  opened  a 
sharp  fire,  backed  by  two  other  gunboats,  all  within  range  of  the  guns  of  either 
fort.  The  Kineo  returned  the  fire  of  the  McRea,  but  was  obliged  to  put  her 
head  up  stream.  Having  had  the  slide  of  the  pivot  gun-carriage  shattered  by  a 
shot  from  Fort  St.  Philip,  the  ^n  was  temporarily  disabled;  and,  not  being  able, 
with  her  head  up  stream,  to  bring  anything  to  bear  effectually,  I  was  obliged, 
very  reluctantly,  to  withdraw. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  of  this 
vessel  throughout  the  action  was  specially  admirable  for  its  steadiness,  without 
an  exception.  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  8.  Oberly, 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEORGE  M.  RANSOM, 

Lieutenant  Commanding'. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

ComTnanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report   of  Lieutenant    Commanding  A.   N.   Smith,    United   States  gunboat 

Wissahickon. 

United  States  Gunboat  Wissahickon, 
Off  Quarantine  Station,  Mississippi  River,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant,  in  obedience  to 
general  signal,  got  imder  way  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  keeping  our  position 
in  the  prescribed  order  of  sailing  till  a  detention  by  running  on  shore  and  the 
dense  smoke  of  the  battle,  already  some  time  commenced,  rendered  it  impossible 
to  keep  it  longer.  Using  our  battery  vigorously  and  to  the  best  advantage 
possible,  we  succeeded  in  passing  the  forts  and  water  batteries  under  a  storm  of 
shot,  shell,  and  volleys  of  musketry,  without  loss  of  life  or  serious  damage  to 
the  gimboat,  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  lowness  of  the  vessel  on  the 
water. 

At  daylight,  above  the  forts,  we  were  unavoidably  crowded  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river,  the  ram  Manassas  being  a  short  distance  astern  and  heading  for 
us,  but  unable  to  make  much  progress  against  the  current.  Before  it  reached 
us,  we  had  fortunately  gotten  off,  and  witnessed,  with  great  satisfaction,  shortly 
after,  its  destruction  by  the  United  States  steamer  Mississippi. 
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I  have  to  report  but  two  of  the  crew  slightly  wounded;  four  round  shot 
through  the  hull  of  the  vessel,  and  one  through  the  mainmast.     Officers  and 
men  performed  their  duty  nobly,  and  with  admirable  coolness.     In  this  feeble 
tribute  to  their  worth  and  services  I  desire  to  include  Third  Assistant  Engineer- 
G.  M.  White,  a  volunteer  from  the  United  States  steamer  Colorado. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant  Commanding', 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  H,  Russell,  United  States  gunboat 

Kennebec, 

m 

United  States  Gunboat  Kennebec, 

Mississippi  River,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  during  the  engagement,  this  vessel 
became  entangled  with  the  rafts,  and  struck  one  of  the  schooners,  (which  after- 
wards sunk,)  at  the  same  time  parting  the  chain.  I  then  made  several  attempts, 
in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  iire,  to  pass  the  batteries ;  but,  it  being  daylight,  and 
the  squadron  having  passed  above  the  forts,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw, 
and  reported  to  the  senior  officer.  Commander  Porter,  who  attached  me  tempo- 
rarily  to  his  fleet,  and  placed  me  on  picket  duty. 

Yesterday  morning,  oy  order  of  Commander  Porter,  I  proceeded  up  the  river, 
in  company  with  the  United  States  steamers  Harriet  Lane,  Westfiela,  and  gun- 
boat Winona,  to  witness  the  surrender  of  the  forts,  after  which,  by  order  of 
Commander  Porter,  I  received  on  board  this  vessel  the  prisoners  from  Fort 
Jackson — 29  officers  and  90  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  RUSSELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  J,  M,  Foltz  of  the  casualties  in  the  fleet,. 

Flao-Ship  Hartford,. 
New  Orleans,  La,,  April  28,  1862: 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  fleet  from  the  conmiencement 
of  the  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  on  the  18th  instant,  and 
to  the  24th,  viz : 

killed. 

AprH  18. — James  Lower,  ordinary  seaman,  United  States  schooner  Arietta* 
bomb  flotilla,  a^ed  21,  carried  away  right  thigh  and  wounded  left  thigh,  (Tomid 
shot;)  Robert  M.  Biyant,  ordinary  seaman,  lulled  by  a  ^1  from  masthead  no 
board  gunboat  Katahdin.     Total,  2. 
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WOUNDED. 

Iroquois,  Ajyril  18. — Henry  Clark,  captain  of  forecastle,  foot,  slightly;  Wil- 
liam Gilbraith,  seaman,  foot,  slightly;  Joseph  Judd,  first-class  fireman,  rifle  ball 
knee  joint,  severely.     Total,  3. 

April  19. — Michael  Brady,  carpenter's  mate,  of  Norfolk  Packet,  mortar  fleet, 
struck  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  in  right  leg.     Total,  1. 

Oneida,  Ajrril  19. — Jonathan  A.  Miller,  seaman,  amputated  left  hand;  Chas. 
D.  Murphy,  ordinary  seaman,  fractured  foot;  John  Moir,  seaman,  severely; 
George  Scott,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Kichard  Graham,  seaman,  contUBion; 
Edward  Perry,  seaman,  contusion;  Henry  Cooper,  marine,  slightly;  Robert 
Woodruff,  landsman,  slightly;  John  A.  Morton,  landsman,  slightly. 

Oneida t  April  22, — John  F.  Nims,  quartermaster,  amputated  left  arm  and 
left  thigh,  (shell;)  John  R.  Liber,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Oliver  Crommlin, 
ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Francis  Douglas,  seaman,  slightly;  John  £.  Carie, 
jr.,  master's  mate,  slightly;  Frederick  J.  Naile,  midshipman,  slightly.    Total,  16. 

Hartford,  April  22. — Dennis  Disney,  ordinary  seaman,  severe  mjury  of  chest 
and  abdomen;  George  H.  Mellen,  landsman,  fracture  of  forearm;  Thomas 
O'Conner,  landsman,  severely;  Moses  Simmons,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  John 
D.  Barnes,  first-class  fireman,  slightly.     Total,  5. 

TOTAL. 

Killed,  2;  wounded,  24. 

I  am,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Crulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  fleet  during  the  brilliant  engagements  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  PhUip,  and 
the  batteries  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  April,  vi«: 

KILLKD. 

Flag-fihip  Hartford, — Joseph  Lawrence,  seaman,  (round  shot;)  William 
Brown,  landsman,  (shell;)  Augustus  Thomas,  captain  of  forecastle,  (shell.) 
Total,  3. 

Brooklyn, — John  Anderson,  midshipman,  stnick  and  knocked  overboard  by 
cannon  shot;  William  l-«enalian,  marine ;  Daniel  McEmary,  boy ;  Barney  Sands, 
quart<.'rmaster ;  Thomas  White,  captain  of  maintop;  Henry  H.  Roff,  marine; 
Andrew  Ronke,  seaman ;  Dennis  Leary,  ordinary  seaman ;  John  Wade,  seaman. 
Total,  9. 

Phisacola, — Theo.  Myers,  seaman;  James  Murray,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas 
Gunning,  landsman;  Nelson  Downing,  landsman.     Total,  4. 

Richmond. — John  B.  Bradley,  aged  19,  acting  midshipman,  bom  in  Browns- 
ville, New  York,  (rifle  ball ;)  William  Brady,  ordinary  seamim,  aged  23.    Total,  2. 

Iroquois, — James  Phillips,  seaman;  Alexander  Van  Vredenburg,  ordinanr 
seaman;  Maurice  Murphy,  ordinary  seaman;  Edwin  11.  Parcell,  boy;  Jacm 
Schoenfeldt,  marine;  George  W.  Cole,  master's  mate.    Total,  6. 
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Pinola. — Thomas  Kelly,  captain  of  forecastle;  Robert  H.  Johusou,  lands- 
man; John  Nolta,  landsman.     Total,  3. 

Var^na. — Andrew  A.  Smith,  landsman;  Charles  Hartford,  seaman;  Daniel 
McPherson,  ordinary  seaman.     Total,  3. 

Mississippi. — George  Sanderson,  corporal  of  marines;  William  H.  Woods, 
corporal  of  marines.     Total  2., 

Winona, — Alexander  Tyler,  boatswain's  mate;  John  Disney,  ordinary  sea- 
man; William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman.     Total,  3. 

Mortar  flotilla^  (Harriet  Lane.) — Michael  Fitzgerald,  landsman. 

WOUNDED. 

Flag' Ship  Hartfoid. — Philip  Morgan,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  Banks, 
landi^man,  severely;  Theodore  Douglas,  officers*  steward,  severely;  Randall 
Talliafero,  landsman,  amputated  thigh ;  Henry  Manning,  ordinary  seaman,  se- 
verely ;  Henry  King,  marine,  severely ;  Sabina  Doane,  seaman,  slightly ;  Greorge 
White,  marine,  slightly;  Mr.  Connley,  carpenter,  severely;  Mr.  Heisler,  lieu- 
tenant of  marines,  slightly.     Total,  10. 

Brooklyn. — Mr.  James  0.  Kane,  master,  severely;  Mr.  James  Stafford,  acting 
master,  slightly;  Mr.  E.  S.  Lowe,  master's  mate,  slightly;  William  McBride, 
ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Lovin  Heath,  marine,  slightly;  Thomas  Griffin, 
landsman,  severely;  John  Willoughby,  ordinary  seaman,  amputated  hand;  John 
Chase,  seaman,  slightly;  E.  Blanchard,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  J.  R.  San- 
ders, marine,  contusion;  William  Wells,  seaman,  severely;  Robert  Harrison, 
ordinary  seaman,  severely;  John  Hassett,  landsman,  severely;  Greorge  Coven- 
try, quarter-gunner,  severely;  Leonard  Killion,  marine,  slightly;  Cornelius 
Martin,  ordinary  seaman,  probably  mortal ;  James  H.  Powell,  ordinary  seaman, 
slightly;  H.  O.  Busklin,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  John  Widdis,  ordinary 
seaman,  severely;  John  Daverin,  landsman,  slightly;  James  Webby,  captain  of 
mizzen-top,  severely;  Alexander  Anderson,  landsman,  severely;  James  Black, 
quartennaster,  slightly;  Joseph  Dixon,  seaman,  slightly;  John  Griffith,  captain 
of  after-guard,  slightly  ;  James  Williams,  captain  of  maintop,  slightly.    Total,  26. 

Pensacola. — John  Ryan,  quartermaster,  mortally;  Greorge  Mowry,  quarter- 
master, mortally,  amputated  leg;  Jonathan  Roberts,  ordinary  seaman,  severely, 
amputated  arm;  Michael  McKann,  landsman,  severely;  Gustavus  Mason,  lands- 
man, severely;  Thomas  Kelly,  boatswain's  mate,  severely;  Edward  Brown, 
captain  of  after  guard,  severely ;  John  Sherlock,  ship's  cook,  severely ;  John 
Jenkins,  ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  James  O'Donnal,  seaman,  severely ;  Samuel 
Cooper,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  David  Anderson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly; 
St<?ven  Collins,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Asa  Gifford,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly; 
John  Stewart,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Samuel  Randolph,  ordinary  seaman, 
slightly;  Polar  McKay,  landsman,  slightly;  Edward  Bowman,  landsman, 
slightly;  Michael  Noonan,  landsman,  slightly;  Edward  Lee,  first-class  boy, 
slightly;  Henry  Stermbergh,  sergeant  of  marines,  slightly;  George  Perkins, 
marine,  slightly ;  Michael  O'Bryan,  marine,  slightly ;  Frederick  Davye,  marine, 
slightly ;  Francis  Pepper,  marine,  slightly ;  John  Brogan,  marine,  slightly ;  Mr. 
John  C.  Harris,  lieutenant  of  marines,  slightly ;  Mr.  Gerhard  Schultze,  acting 
master,  slightly;  Mr.  John  C.  Huntley,  third  assistant  engineer,  slightly;  Mr. 
Wili*on  Goodrich,  boatswain,  slightly;  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Cox,  carpenter,  slightly; 
Mr.  Alfred  Reynolds,  master's  mate,  slightly;  Mr.  George  Dolliver,  master's 
mate,  slightly.     Total,  33. 

Richmond. — John  Gordon,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  A.  Benson,  seaman, 
slightly;  Edward  CollinB,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  John  Ford,  seaman, 
slightly.     I'otal,  4. 

Iroquois. — James  Noland,  seaman,  mortally,  since  dead;  Walter  J.  White, 
corporal  of  marines,  mortally,  since  dead;   Robert  Lewis,  armorer,  severely; 
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Greorge  Clark,  quarter-gunner,  severely;  Robert  Greenleaf,  seaman,  severely; 
John  Smith,  boy,  severely;  Martin  Winter,  boatswain's  mate,  slightly;  John 
Brown,  captain  of  maintop,  slightly;  John  Conway,  ship's  corporal,  slightly; 
Greorge  Higgins,  seaman,  slightly ;  Benjamin  Rockwell,  seaman,  slightly ;  Wil- 
liam Pool,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Henry  Walters,  ordinary'seaman,  slightly; 
William  Wogan,  landsman,  slightly ;  Thomas  Kealy,  landsman,  slightly ;  Owen 
Campbell,  landsman,  slightly;  Alfred  Freed,  boy,  slightly;  Alfred  Jackson, 
marine,  slightly ;  James  Bolan,  seaman,  slightly ;  James  McCumiskey,  ordinary 
seaman,  slightly;  Thomas  Francis,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  Mr.  Frank  B. 
Hain,  third  assistant  engineer,  slightly.  Total,  22,  (The  last  three  belonging 
to  the  United  States  steamer  Colorado.) 

Pinola. — Thomas  Foster,  ship's  cook,  severely;  Thomas  Ford,  landsman, 
severely,  arm  amputated;  Thomas  H.  Jones,  officers'  steward,  severely ;  Henry 
Stokely,  officers' cook,  severely;  William  Ackworth,  quartermaster,  slightly ; 
Thomas  L.  Smith,  coal-heaver,  slightly ;  James  A.  Bassford,  ordinary  seajoian, 
slightly.    Total,  7. 

Cayuga. — John  Lawson,  landsman,  severely ;  Frederick  0.  G.  Frinke,  lands- 
man, severely,  amputated  arm;  Francis  Nersall,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Dumphy» 
coal-heaver;  James  Smith,  landsman;  John  Titus,  ward-room  cook:  all  slightly. 
Total,  6. 

Sciota. — ^Francis  Moriere,  seaman,  slightly ;  and  J.  Harrington,  seaman,  se- 
verely.    Total,  2. 

Varuna, — M.  Rigan,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  T.  Johnson,  ordinary  sea- 
man, slightly ;  William  Joice,  landsman,  slightly ;  T.  Gordon,  marine,  severely ; 
D.  McLaughlin,  marine,  slightly;  William  Perkins,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly; 
D.  McGinnis,  boy,  slightly;  J.  Logan,  marine,  slightly;  J.  McQuin,  marine, 
slightly.     Total,  9. 

Mississippi, — John  Ward,  seaman,  slightly ;  Richard  C.  Carman,  marine, 
slightly ;  Robert  White,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ;  Cyrus  D.  Murry,  musician, 
slightly ;  Albert  Ashley,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ;  Mr.  King,  master,  slightly. 
Total,  6. 

Winona, — Michael  0.  Holland,  seaman,  amputation  of  arm ;  Leonard  Min- 
wart,  captain  of  forecastle,  severely;  Thomas  Trowers,  landsman,  severely; 
William  Wood,  seaman,  severely ;  John  McGowan,  coal-heaver,  severely. 
Total,  5. 

Itasca, — Richard  Kane,  captain  of  hold,  severely;  Thomas  Sparrow,  boy^ 
severely;  Owen  Kaney,  coal-heaver,  severely;  Isaac  Magurgre,  fireman,  se- 
verely.    Total,  4. 

Mortar  flotilla ^  ( Harriet  Lane,) — George  Henston,  seaman,  severely,  am- 
putated thigh. 

TOTAL. 

Killed,  36 ;  wounded,  135. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


AdditioTial  report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz, 

Fla(j-8hip  Hartford, 
Natchezy  Mississippi,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  additional  killed  and  wounded  during 
the  engagements  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  April,  the  official  reports  from  the 
medical  officers  of  those  vessels  having  just  been  received,  viz  : 
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KILLED. 
Kineo — an  the  2ith  April, — ^No.  37,  Charles  H.  Kelley,  captain  after-guard. 

WOUNDED. 

Kineo — on  the  2ith  April, — No.  136,  Samuel  Walker,  seaman ;  137,  John 
Lewis,  coxswain ;  138,  Albert  Smith,  seaman  ;  139,  Henry  H.  Chase,  seaman ; 
140,  John  P.  Tibhits,  landsman ;  141,  John  Quinn,  landsman ;  142,  Zelops 
Eldridge,  ordinary  seaman;  143,  W.  S.  Wilkins  Cragg,  second  assistant  engi- 
neer. 

Oneida — on  2ith  April, — 144,  John  Dyer,  seaman,  slightly;  145,  Thomas 
Grey,  seaman,  severely;  146,  Robert  Watson,  seaman,  slightly. 
Portsmouth — on  2ith  April, — 147,  John  Hancock,  severely. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon, 
Flag-OflScer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Papers  relating  to  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St,  Philip, 

No.  69.]  United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  to  the  department  all  the  papers 
relating  to  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  PhiJip  to  the  forces  unoer  my 
command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

April  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  morning  after  the  ships  passed  the  forts  I  sent  a  demand  to  Colo- 
nel Higgins  for  a  surrender  of  the  forts,  which  was  declined.  On  the  27th  I 
sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins  a  communication,  herewith  enclosed,  asking 
again  for  the  surrender.     His  answer  is  enclosed. 

On  the  28th  I  received  a  communication  from  him,  stating  that  he  would  sur- 
render the  forts,  and  I  came  up  and  took  possession,  drew  up  articles  of  capitu- 
lation, and  hoisted  the  American  flag  over  the  forts.  These  men  have  defended 
these  forts  with  a  bravery  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  I  treated  them  with  all  the 
consideration  that  circumstances  would  admit  of. 

The  three  steamers  remaining  were  under  the  command  of  Commander  J.  K. 
Mitchell.  The  officer  of  the  fort  acknowledged  no  connexion  with  them,  and 
wished  in  no  way  to  be  considered  responsible  for  their  acts.  While  I  had  a 
flag  of  truce  up  they  were  employed  in  towing  the  iron  floating-battery  of  16 
guns  (a  most  formidable  affair)  to  a  place  above  the  forts,  and,  while  drawing 
up  the  articles  of  capitulation  in  the  cabin  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  they  had  set  fire  to  the  battery  and  turned  it  adrift  upon  us.     I  asked 
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the  general  if  it  had  powder  on  board,  or  guns  loaded.  He  replied  that  he  would 
not  undertake  to  say  what  the  navy  officers  would  do.  He  seemed  to  have  a 
great  contempt  for  them.  I  told  him  "  we  could  stand  the  fire  and  blow  up,  if 
he  could,**  and  went  on  with  the  conference,  after  directing  the  officers  to  look 
out  for  their  ships.  While  drifting  down  on  us,  the  guns,  getting  heated,  ex- 
ploded, throwing  the  shot  above  the  river.  A  few  moments  after  the  batteir 
exploded  with  a  terrific  noise,  throwing  fragments  all  over  the  river,  and  wound- 
ing one  of  their  own  men  in  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  immediately  disappeared  under 
water.  Had  she  blown  up  near  the  vessels,  she  would  have  destroyed  the 
whole  of  them. 

When  I  had  finished  taking  possession  of  the  forts,  I  got  under  way  in  the 
Harriet  Lane  and  started  for  the  steamers,  one  of  which  was  still  dying  the 
confederate  flag.  I  fired  a  shot  over  her,  and  they  surrendered.  There  was  on 
board  of  them  a  number  of  naval  officers  and  two  companies  of  marine  artillery. 
I  made  them  surrender  unconditionally,  and,  for  their  infamous  conduct  in  trying 
to  blow  us  up  while  under  a  flag  of  truce,  I  conveyed  them  to  close  confinement 
as  prisoners  of  war,  and  think  they  should  be  sent  to  the  north,  and  kept  in  close 
confinement  there  until  the  war  is  over,  or  they  should  be  tried  for  their  infamous 
conduct.  I  have  a  great  deal  to  do  here,  and  will  send  you  all  papers  when  I 
am  able  to  arrange  them. 

I  turned  over  the  forces  to  General  Phelps.  Fort  Jackson  is  a  perfect  ruin. 
I  am  told  that  over  1,800  shells  fell  in  and  burst  over  the  centre  of  the  fort.  The 
practice  was  beautiftil.  The  next  fort  we  go  at  we  will  settle  sooner,  as  this  has 
been  hard  to  get  at.  The  naval  officers  sank  one  gunboat  while  the  capitulation 
was  going  on,  but  I  have  one  of  the  other  steamers  at  work,  and  hope  soon  to 
have  the  other.  I  find  that  we  are  to  be  the  hewers  of  wood  and  arawers  of 
water ;  but  as  the  soldiers  have  nothing  here  in  the  shape  of  motive  power,  we 
will  do  all  we  can. 

I  should  have  demanded  an  unconditional  surrender,  but  with  such  a  force  in 
your  rear  it  was  desirable  to  get  possession  of  these  forts  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  officers  turned  over  everything  in  good  order,  except  the  walls  and  build- 
ings, which  are  terribly  shattered  by  the  mortars. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout. 


Headquarters  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

AprU  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  demanding  the  surrender  of  these  fbrt8» 
has  been  received.  In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  no  official  information 
has  been  received  by  me  from  our  own  authorities  that  New  Orleans  has  been 
surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  and  until  such  information  is 
received  no  proposition  for  a  surrender  can  be  for  a  moment  entertained  here. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HIGGINS, 
Lieutenant   Colonel  Commanding. 
Commodore  David  D.  Porter, 

United  States  Navy,  Commanding  Mortar  Fleet, 
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United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River ^  April  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  When  I  last  demanded  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
I  had  no  positive  assurance  of  the  success  of  our  vessels  in  passing  safely  the 
batteries  on  the  river ;  since  then  I  have  received  communications  from  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut,  who  is  now  in  possession  of  New  Orleans.  Our  troops  are,  or 
will  be,  in  possession  of  the  prominent  points  on  the  river,  and  a  sufficient  force 
has  been  posted  on  the  outside  of  the  bayous  to  cut  off  all  communication  and 
prevent  supplies. 

No  man  could  consider  it  dishonorable  to  surrender  under  these  circumstances, 
especially  when  no  advantage  can  arise  by  longer  holding  out,  and  by  yielding 
gracefully  he  can  save  the  further  effusion  of  blood. 

You  have  defended  the  forts  gallantly,  and  no  more  can  be  asked  of  you.  I 
feel  authorized  to  offer  you  terms  sufficiently  honorable  to  relieve  you  from  any 
feeling  of  humiliation. 

The  officers  will  be  permitted  to  retire  on  parole  with  their  side  arms,  not  to 
serve  again  until  regularly  exchanged.  All  private  property  will  be  respected, 
only  the  anns  and  munitions  of  war  will  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States 
government,  and  the  vessels  lying  at  or  near  the  forts.  No  damage  must  be 
done  to  the  defences.  The  soldiers  will  also  be  paroled  and  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  their  homes,  giving  up  their  arms.  I  am  aware  that  you  can  hold  out 
some  little  time  longer,  ana  am  also  aware  of  your  exact  condition  as  reported 
to  us  by  a  deserter,  which  convinces  me  that  you  will  only  be  inflicting  on  your- 
self and  those  under  your  command  unnecessary  discomforts  without  any  good 
results  arising  from  so  doing. 

Your  port  has  long  been  closed  to  the  world,  by  which  serious  injury  has  been 
experienced  by  many  loyal  citizens.  I  trust  that  you  will  not  lend  yourself  to 
the  further  injury  of  their  interests,  when  it  can  only  entail  calamity  and  blood- 
shed without  any  possible  hope  of  success  or  relief  to  your  forts.  Your  sur- 
render is  a  mere  question  of  time,  which  you  know  is  not  of  any  extent,  and  I 
therefore  urge  you  to  meet  my  present  proposition.  By  doing  so  you  can  put  an 
end  to  a  state  of  affairs  which  will  only  inflict  injury  upon  all  those  under  you, 
who  have  strong  claims  upon  your  consideration. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  Mortar  Fleet, 

Colonel  Edward  Higgins, 

Commanding  Confederate  forces  in  Forts  Jackson  and  St,  Philip. 


United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  capitulation  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
which  surrendered  to  the  mortar  flotilla  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1862.  I  also 
enclose  in  a  box  (forwarded  on  this  occasion)  all  the  flags  taken  in  the  two 
forts,  with  the  original  flag  hoisted  on  Fort  St.  Philip  when  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana seceded.  Fort  Jackson  is  a  perfect  wreck ;  everything  in  the  shape  of  a 
building  in  and  about  it  was  burned  up  bv  the  mortar  shells,  and  over  1,800 
shells  fell  in  the  work  proper,  to  say  notning  of  those  which  burst  over  and 
around.  1  devoted  but  little  attention  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  knowing  that  when 
Jackson  fell,  Fort  St  Philip  would  follow. 

The  mortar  flotilla  is  still  fresh  and  ready  for  service.  Truly,  the  backbone 
of  the  rebellion  is  broken. 

On  the  26th  of  the  month  I  sent  six  of  the  mortar  schooners  to  the  back  of 
Fort  Jackson,  to  look  up  the  bayous  and  prevent  supplies  getting  in.  Three  of 
them  drifted  over  to  Fort  Livingston,  and  when  they  anchored  the  fort  hung  out 
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a  white  flag  and  surrendered.  The  Kittatinny,  which  had  been  blockading 
these  for  some  time,  sent  a  boat  in  advance  of  the  moitar  vessels,  and  reaching 
the  shore  first,  deprived  them  of  the  pleasure  of  hoisting  our  flag  over  what  had 
surrendered  to  the  mortar  flotilla.  Still,  the  fort  is  ours,  and  we  are  satisfied.  I 
am  happy  to  state  that  officers  and  crew  are  all  well  and  full  of  spirits. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETER. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 
Farts  Jackson  and  St,  Philip,  Mississippi  River,  April  28,  1862. 

By  articles  of  capitulation  entered  into  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty -two,  between  David  D.  Porter,  commander 
United  States  navy,  commanding  the  United  States  mortar  flotilla,  of  the  one 
part,  and  Brigadier  General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  the  coast  defences,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins,  commanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  of  the 
other  part,  it  is  mutually  agreed —  ^ 

1st.  That  Brigadier  General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins  shall 
surrender  to  the  mortar  flotilla  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  the  arms,  ammu- 
nitions of  war,  and  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  together  with  all 
public  property  that  may  be  under  their  charge. 

2d.  It  is  agreed  by  Commander  David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  mortar 
flotilla,  that  Brigadier  General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins,  together 
with  the  officers  under  their  command,  shall  be  permitted  to  retain  their  side 
arms,  and  that  all  private  property  shall  be  respected;  furthermore,  that  they 
flhall  give  their  parole  of  honor  not  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  government  of 
the  United  States  until  they  are  regularly  exchanged. 

3d.  It  is  furthermore  agreed  by  Commander  David  D.  Porter,  commanding 
the  mortar  flotilla,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government,  that  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  and  musicians  shall  be  permitted  to  retire  on 
parole,  their  commanding  and  other  officers  becoming  responsible  for  them;  and 
that  they  shall  deliver  up  their  arms  and  accoutrements  in  their  present  condi- 
tion, provided  that  no  expenses  of  the  transpoitation  of  the  men  shall  be  de- 
frayea  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

4th.  On  the  signing  of  these  articles  by  the  contracting  parties,  the  forts  shall 
be  formally  tiiken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  composing 
the  mortar  flotilla;  the  confederate  flag  shall  be  lowered,  and  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  hoisted  on  the  flagstaff's  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

In  agreement  of  the  above,  we,  the  undersigned,  do  hereunto  set  our  hands 
and  seals. 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 
W.  B.  REN8HAW. 

Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
J.  M.  WAINWRIGHT, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Harriet  Lane. 
J.  K.  DUNCAN, 
Brigadier  General,  Commandivs^  CoaM  Defences, 

EDWARD  HIGGINS, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  S,  A.,  Commanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St,  Philip. 
Witnessed  by — 
Edward  T.  Nichols, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Winona, 
J.  H.  Russell, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  KanawJui, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY.       381 


LmI  of  officers  at  Fort  Jdckson,  Louisiana. 

Hbadquartbrs  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

April  28,  1862. 

Brigadier  General  J.  K.  Duncan,  P.  C.  S.  A. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Bridges,  aid  and  inspector  general. 

Captain  W.  J.  Seymour,  aide-de-camp,  volunteers. 

Captain  J.  R.  Smith,  volunteer  aide-de-camp. 

Somerville  Burke,  assistant  surgeon,  P.  C.  S.  A. 

Dr.  Bradbury,  volunteer  surgeon. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  Higgins,  P.  C.  S.  A.,  commanding  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip. 

Charles  N.  Morse,  lieutenant  Louisiana  artillery  regiment,  and  post  adjutant. 

Wm.  B.  Robertson,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

J.  B.  Anderson,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

R.  J.  Bruce,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery,  commanding  com- 
pany D. 

E.  W.  Baylor,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery,  commanding  com- 
panv  H. 

T.  Peters,  captain  company  I,  twenty-second  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers. 
James  Ryan,  captain  company  H,  twenty-second  regiment  Louisiana  volun- 
teers. 

S.  Jones,  captain  company  I,  twenty-third  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers. 

F.  C.  Comars,  captain  company  St.  Mary's  cannoniers. 
Beverly  C.  Kennedy,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 
Abncr  N.  Ogden,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 
James  W.  Gaines,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 
D.  Simon,  first  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 
George  Nongesser,  first  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 
George  O.  Foote,  first  lieutenant  St.  Mary's  cannoniers. 

Wra.  T.  Mumford,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 
Edw.  D.  Woodlief,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillen% 
Charles  Dermers,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Christian  Jacobs,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 
George  Menu,  second  lieutenant  twenty -second  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Thomas  J.  Royster,  second  lieutenant  twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Walter  S.  Jones,  second  lieutenant  twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Robert  Maurer,  second  lieutenant  twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers. 
Minor  T.  Gardy,  second  lieutenant  St.  Mary's  cannoniers. 

Official  list: 

CHARLES  N.  MORSE, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant, 
April  28,  1862. 

The  company  of  St.  Mary's  cannoniers,  eighty -eight  strong,  also  came  up  on 
the  United  States  gunboat  Kennebec. 

Corporal  Murray,  of  company  E,  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 
One  private  from  company  D,  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Official : 

CHARLES  N.  MORSE. 

Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant, 
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List  of  officers  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  Louisianay  included  in  capitulation  of  Forts 

Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  April  28,  1862. 

M.  T.  Squires,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery,  senior  officer. 

Richard  C.  Bond,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

J.  H.  Lamon,  captain  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Charles  Assenheimer,  captain  Louisiana  voluuteei'S. 

Armand  Laityell,  (absent  at  date  of  capitulation,)  captain  Bienville  guards, 
recruited  in  the  parish. 

J.  K.  Dixon,  second  lieutenant  C.  S.  A.,  commanding  company. 

Charles  D.  Lewis,  assistant  surgeon  P.  C.  S.  A. 

Charlton  Hunt,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artiQery. 

Henry  W.  Fowler,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Lewis  B.  Taylor,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery^  and  acting 
assistant  quartermaster. 

Wm.  C.  Ellis,  first  lieutenant  regiment  Louisiana  artillery. 

P.  Ruhl,  first  lieutenant  Louisiana  volunteers. 

Andrew  J.  Quigly,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

Wm.  B.  Jones,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  regiment  artillery. 

H.  L.  Blow,  second  lieutenant  C.  S.  A. 

George  House,  acting  second  lieutenant  C.  S.  A. 

J.  Dressell,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  volunteers. 

J.  A.  Guershet,  second  lieutenant  Louisiana  volunteers. 

S.  Martin,  second  lieutenant  Bienville  Guards,  recruited  in  the  parish. 

A.  Chaussier,  second  lieutenant  Bienville  Guards,  recruited  in  the  parish  . 

Official : 

CHARLES  N.  MORSE, 
Lieutenant  and  Post  Adjutant. 


Disposition  of  prisoners  captured. 

No.  70.]  Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

At  anchor  off^the  City  of  Neto  Orleans,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  in  consequence  of  my  not  having 
any  suitable  place  to  put  the  crews  of  the  rebel  gunboats  captured  by  this  fleet, 
I  have  released  them  on  parole.  But  having  been  informed  by  Commander 
Porter  and  others  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  has  been  such  as  to  deprive 
them  of  any  claim  for  indulgence  on  our  part — they  having  sunk  two  of  the 
vessels  while  under  a  flag  of  tnice — I  have  determined  to  send  them  to  the 
north  as  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  department  may  think  proper. 
They  will  be  sent  in  the  Rhode  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer .  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.  85.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  paroles  which  I  have  given 
to  the  prisoners  captured  by  this  fleet.  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer i  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D,  C. 

[Terms  of  parole.] 

I, ,  being  taken  prisoner  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States 

under  the  command  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut.  and  being  released  by  him  on 
parole  of  honor,  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  and  promise  that  I  will  not  aid, 
countenance,  or  abet  in  any  manner  any  person  or  persons  engaged  in  armed 
rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  unless  regularly  exchanged 
or  released  from  this  parole. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Farragut  commendatory  of  the  conduct  of  those  under 

his  command. 

No.  88.]  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  May  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  will  bear  testimony  to  the  merit  of  the  commanders,  and  let  them 
boar  testimony  to  the  conduct  of  those  under  their  commands.  I  am  unwilling 
that  any  meritorious  individuals  should  be  passed  by  in  silence,  but  they  must 
look  to  their  immediate  commanders  for  special  notice,  except  when  they  come 
under  my  eyes. 

I  phall  always  be  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  Commander 
Wainwright  and  his  first  lieutenant,  whose  good  organization  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment saved  this  ship,  and  to  his  officers  and  crew,  whose  energy  and  courage  in 
extinguishing  the  fire,  and  keeping  up  the  fire  of  the  great  guns,  could  not  be 
8urpassed.  And  those  who  were  around  me,  the  signal  officer,  my  clerk,  Mr. 
Osbom,  Messrs.  Bache  and  Wardell,  captain's  clerks,  and  Master's  Mate  Allen, 
who  had  charge  of  the  20  jpounder  rifle  gun,  (an  apprentice  boy,)  all  did  their 
duty  well,  particularly  Mr.  Allen,  whose  energy  and  courage  Were  always 
marked  ;  and  had  he  a  better  education  I  should  certainly  recommend  him  for 
promotion,  but  I  trust  that  his  conduct  will  be  remembered  by  the  department. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  every  provision  possible  was  made  in 
advance  of  our  fight  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded  by  the  fleet  surgeon,  Dr. 
Foltz,  who  was  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  ameliorate  their  suficrings  and 
dress  their  wounds ;  in  tact,  all  whom  it  was  in  my  power  to  know  anything 
about  did  their  duty  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability. 

As  to  the  conmianders  of  the  three  gunboats  who  failed  to  get  through,  the 
department  must  take  their  own  statements,  as  I  never  saw  them  after  we  left 
our  anchorage ;  but  their  conduct  previous  to  the  fight  had  induced  me  to  form 
a  high  estimate  of  their  characters,  and  Lieutenant  Galdwell's  conduct  in  break- 
ing the  barrier  chain  gave  an  earnest  of  an  intention  to  do  all  in  his  power  on 
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the  day  of  trial.     I  am  sure  that  the  mortification  they  sustained  by  their  failare 
has  been  the  severest  of  punishments,  and  they  will  never  rest  until  it  is  removed. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Congratulatory  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Captain  Bailey,  your  second  in  command,  has  brought  to  the  depart- 
ment the  official  despatches  from  your  squadron,  with  the  trophies  forwarded  to 
the  national  capital. 

Our  navy,  fruitful  with  victories,  presents  no  more  signal  achievement  than 
this,  nor  is  there  an  exploit  surpassing  it  recorded  in  the  annals  of  naval  warfieu^. 
In  passing,  and  eventually  overcoming  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  the  bat- 
teries above  and  below  New  Orleans,  destroying  the  barriers  of  chains,  Bteam- 
rams,  fire  rafts,  iron-clad  vessels,  and  other  obstructions,  capturing  from  the 
rebel  forces  the  great  southern  metropolis,  and  obtaining  possession  and  control 
of  the  Lower  Mississippi,  yourself,  your  officers,  and  our  brave  sailors  and  marines, 
whose  courage  and  daring  bear  historic  renown,  have  won  a  nation's  gratitude 
and  applause.  I  congratulate  you  and  your  command  on  your  great  success  in 
having  contributed  so  largely  towards  destroying  the  unity  of  the  rebellion,  and 
in  restoring  again  to  the  protection  of  the  national  government  and  the  national 
flag  the  important  city  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  so  large  a  portion  of  its 
immediate  dependencies.  , 

Your  example  and  its  successful  results,  though  attended  with  some  sacrifice 
of  life  and  loss  of  ships,  inculcate  the  fact  that  the  first  duty  of  a  commander  in 
war  is  to  take  great  risks  for  the  accomplishment  of  great  ends. 

One  and  all,  officers  and  men,  composing  your  command,  deserve  well  of  their 
country. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans, 


OPERATIONS   OP   THE    MORTAR    FLOTILLA. 

Commander  Porter's  announcement  of  the  'passage  of  the  forts  hy  the  fleet,  and 
progress  of  the  bombardment  of  the  forts  by  the  mortar  flotilla. 

United  States7Steamer  IIakriet  Lane, 

Mississippi  River,  April  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  with  the 
fleet,  passed  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  on  the  moniing  of  the  24tb,  and 
should  be  in  New  Orleans  by  this  time,  as  ho  can  meet  with  no  obstacles  such 
as  he  has  already  passed,  the  way  being  comparatively  open  before  him. 

We  commenced  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Jackson  on  the  18th,  and  continued 
it  without  intermission  until  the  squadron  made  preparations  to  move.  The 
squadron  was  formed  in  three  lines  to  pass  the  forts.     Captain  Bailey's  division. 
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composed  of  the  following  vessels,  leading  to  the  attack  of  Fort  St.  Philip : 
Cayuga,  Pensacola,  Mississippi,  Oneida,  Vanina,  Katahdin,  Kineo,  Wissahickon, 
Flag-Officer  Farragut  leading  the  following  vessels,  (second  line :)  Hartford, 
Brooklyn,  Richmond;  and  Commander  Bell  leading  the  third  division,  com- 
posed of  the  following  vessels :  Sciota,  Iroquois,  Pinola,  Winona,  Itasca,  and 
Kennehec. 

The  steamers  belonging  to  the  mortar  flotilla,  one  of  them  towing  the  Ports- 
mouth, were  to  enfilade  the  water  battery  commanding  the  approaches :  Mortar 
steamers  Harriet  Lane,  Westfield,  Owasco,  Clifton,  and  Miami — the  Jackson 
towing  the  Portsmouth.  The  vessels  were  rather  late  in  getting  under  way  and 
into  line,  and  did  not  get  fairly  started  until  3.30  a.  m.,  and  the  unusual  bustle 
apprised  the  garrison  that  something  was  going  on. 

In  an  hour  and  ten  minutes  after  the  vessels  had  weighed  anchor  they  had 
passed  the  forts,  under  a  most  terrific  fire,  which  they  returned  with  interest. 
The  mortar  fleet  rained  down  shells  on  Fort  Jackson  to  try  and  keep  the  men 
from  the  guns,  while  the  steamers  of  the  mortar  fleet  poured  in  shrapnel  upon 
the  water  battery  commanding  the  approach,  at  a  short  distance,  keeping  them 
comparatively  quiet.  When  the  last  vessel  of  ours  could  be  seen  amidst  the 
fire  and  smoke  to  pass  the  battery,  signal  was  made  to  the  mortars  to  cease 
firing,  and  the  flotilla  steamers  were  directed  to  retire  from  a  contest  that  would 
soon  become  very  unequal. 

It  was  now  daylignt,  and  the  fleet  having  passed  along,  the  forts  began  to 
pay  their  attention  to  our  little  squadron  of  steamers,  the  Portsmouth,  which 
was  being  towed  up,  and  three  of  the  gunboats  which  failed  to  pass  through. 
These  latter  became  entangled  in  some  wrecks  and  chains  placed  in  the  river  to 
obstruct,  and  which  were  only  partially  rt?moved.  One  of  these  vessels  (the 
Winona)  got  through  as  far  as  Fort  St.  Philip,  but,  having  all  the  guns  bearing 
on  her,  she  sensibly  retired.  The  Itasca  was  fairly  riddled,  and  had  a  shot 
through  her  boiler.     The  Kennebec  escaped  unhurt. 

I  am  disposed  to  think  that  our  squadron  received  but  little  damage,  consider- 
ing the  unequal  contest — 142  guns  on  board  ship  opposed  to  100  on  shore — 
placed  in  a  most  commanding  position.  For  twenty  minutes  after  the  ships 
passed,  the  forts  fired  very  feebly  on  the  vessels  that  remained  outside ;  so 
much  so  that  the  Portsmouth  was  enabled  to  drop  with  the  current  out  of  gun- 
shot, though  the  shot  fell  pretty  freely  about  her  at  last.  I  think  the  fire  from 
the  ships  must  have  been  very  destructive  to  life. 

The  last  we  saw  of  our  vessels  they  were  standing  up  the  river.  Some  ex- 
plosion took  place,  which  made  us  feel  rather  uneasy,  but  which  may  have  been 
the  rebel  gunboats.  We  could  see  that  our  squadron  had  not  destroyed  all  the 
enemy's  vessels  at  the  fort,  for  three  or  four  of  them  were  moving  about  in  all 
directions,  evidently  in  a  state  of  excitement. 

Before  the  fleet  got  out  of  sight  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  celebrated 
ram  Manassas  was  coming  out  to  attack  us;  and  sure  enough,  there  she  was, 
appar<;ntly  steaming  along  shore,  ready  to  pounce  upon  the  apparently  defence- 
less mortar  vessels.  Two  of  our  steamers  and  some  of  the  mortar  vessels  opened 
fire  on  her;  but  I  soon  discovered  that  the  Manassas  could  harm  no  one  again, 
and  I  ordered  the  vessels  to  save  their  shot.  She  was  beginning  to  emit  smoke 
from  her  ports  or  holes,  and  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  sinking.  Her 
pipes  were  twisted  and  riddled  with  shot,  and  her  hull  was  also  well  cut  up. 
She  had  evidently  been  used  up  by  the  squadron  as  they  passed  along. 

I  tried  to  save  her  as  a  curiosity,  by  getting  a  hawser  around  her  and  securing 
her  to  the  bank,  but  just  after  doing  so  she  faintly  exploded.  Her  only  gun 
went  ofl*,  and  emitting  flames  through  her  bow  port,  like  some  huge  animal,  she 
gave  a  plunge  and  disappeared  under  the  water. 

Next  came  a  steamer  on  fire,  which  appeared  to  be  a  vessel-of-war  belonging 
to  the  rebels;  and  after  her  two  others,  all  burning  and  floating  down  the  stream. 
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Fires  seemed  to  be  raging  all  along  the  '*up  river,"  and  we  suppoeed  that  our 
squadron  were  burning  and  destroying  the  vessels  as  they  passed  along.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  McRae,  one  or  two  river  boats,  and  their  celebrated 
floating  battery,  (brought  down  the  night  before,)  were  left  unbort,  and  were 
still  flying  the  confederate  flag. 

llie  matter  of  the  floating  battery  becomes  a  very  serious  a£Bur,  as  they  are 
hard  at  work  at  Fort  Jackson  mounting  heavy  rifled  guns  on  it,  which  are  of 
no  further  use  to  them  in  the  fort.  She  mounts  sixteen  guns,  is  almost  as  for- 
millable  a  vessel  as  the  Merrimack,  perfectly  shot-proof,  and  has  four  powerful 
engines  in  her.  I  shall,  at  all  events,  take  such  steps  as  will  prevent  her  from 
destroying  anything,  and  we  may  still  hold  her  in  check  with  the  steamerSt 
though  they  are  rather  fragile  for  such  a  service.  This  is  one  of  the  ill  eflfects 
of  leaving  an  enemy  in  the  rear.  I  suppose  that  the  ships  fired  on  her  as  thej 
passed  through,  but  that  her  mail  resisted  the  shot.  She  had  steam  on  thu 
morning,  and  was  moving  about  quite  lively.  I  tried  to  put  some  mortar  shell 
through  her  roof,  but  without  effect,  as  she  moved  off. 

The  forts  are  now  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  New  Orleans,  as  I 
presume  that  Flag-Officer  Farragut  has  cut  the  wires.  I  have  sent  the  Miami 
around  with  General  Butler  to  the  back  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  try  and  throw  in 
troops  at  the  quarantine,  five  miles  along  the  forts,  and  at  the  same  time  open 
communication  that  way  with  the  flag-officer,  and  supply  him  with  ammnnition. 
I  am  also  going  to  send  part  of  the  mortar  fleet  to  tne  back  of  Fort  Jackson, 
to  cut  off  the  escape  of  the  garrison  by  that  way,  and  stop  supplies.  A  deserter, 
who  can  be  relied  on,  informs  us  that  they  have  plenty  of  provisions  for  two 
months,  plenty  of  ammunition,  and  plenty  of  discomforts.  Our  shell  set  the 
citadel  on  fire  the  first  afternoon  we  opened.  It  burnt  freely  for  seven  hours, 
but  I  thought  it  a  fire  raft  behind  the  fort,  as  they  continually  send  them  down 
on  us,  though  without  any  effect. 

But  few  casualties  occurred  to  vessels  on  this  side  of  the  forts.  The  Harriet 
Lane  lost  but  one  man  killed,  and  one,  I  fear,  mortally  wounded.  The  Winona 
lost  three  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  the  Itasca,  with  fourteen  shots  through 
her,  had  but  few  men  hurt. 

These  forts  can  hold  out  still  for  some  time,  and  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Monitor  and  Mystic,  if  they  can  be  spared,  be  sent  here,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  to  settle  the  question. 

The  mortiir  fleet  have  been  very  much  exposed  and  under  a  heavy  fire  for 
nix  days,  during  which  time  they  kept  the  shells  going  without  intermission. 
On(^  of  them,  the  Maria  I.  Carlton,  was  sunk  by  a  shot  passing  down  through 
her  magazine  and  then  through  her  bottom.  The  flotilla  lost  but  one  man 
killed  and  six  wounded.  The  bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  was  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise.  They  never  once  flagged  during  a  period  of  six  days,  never 
had  an  acciaent  to  one  of  the  vessels  by  firing,  and,  when  shell  and  shot  were 
flying  thick  above  them,  showed  not  the  least  desire  to  have  the  vessels  moved 
to  a  plac(^  of  safety.  The  incidents  of  the  bombardment  will  be  mentioned  in 
my  detailed  report. 

I  merely  write  this  hurried  letter  to  apprise  the  department  of  the  state  of 
aftairs,  and  shall  send  it  off  at  once  via  Havana. 

The  sight  of  this  night  attack  was  awfully  grjuid.  The  river  was  lit  up  by 
rafts  filled  with  pine  knots,  and  the  ships  seemed  to  be  fighting  literally  amidst 
flames  and  smoke.  Where  we  were  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  high,  and  com- 
paratively harmless. 

1  am  in  hopes  that  the  ships  above  fared  as  well  as  w(^  did,  though  amid  such 
a  terrific  fire.     It  was  gratifying  to  see  that  not  a  ship  wavered,  but  stood 
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steadily  on  her  course;  and  I  am  in  hopee  (and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  it) 
that  they  now  have  possession  of  New  Orleans. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 
^n.  Gideon  Welles,  * 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Captain  Boggs  has  just  arrived  by  way  of  a  cut  through  the  swamps, 
and  brings  the  following  additional  intelligence:  The  Varuna  was  sunk;  about 
one  hundred  men  were  killed  and  wounded ;  ships  all  ready  for  another  figl^t. 
No  obstructions  on  the  way  to  New  Orleans.  Eleven  confederate  vessels  sunk 
and  burnt  in  passing  the  forts.  Greneral  Butler  is  about  to  land  men  the  back 
way,  six  miles  above  the  forts.  No  officers  killed  or  wounded.  Soldiers  cap- 
tured miserably  armed  and  without  ammunition. 


Commander  Porter^s  detailed  rej^ort. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
mortar  flotilla  under  my  command  since  the  day  the  vessels  entered  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

On  the  18th  of  March  all  the  mortar  fleet  crossed  "Pass  k  1* Outre"  bar, 
towed  by  the  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco,  Westfiold,  and  Clifkon,  the  two  latter 
having  arrived  that  morning.  I  was  ordered  by  Flag-Officer  Farragut  to  pro- 
ceed to  Southwest  Pass,  which  I  accordingly  did ;  there  we  awaited  orders, 
being  at  any  moment  ready  to  go  to  work  on  the  forts. 

As  yet  only  the  Brooklyn  and  Hartford  had  crossed  the  bar,  a  short  time  after 
the  Richmond  passed  over,  and  then  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pensacola  came 
from  Ship  island  to  try  their  hand  at  getting  through ;  there  was  not  at  the 
time  a  great  depth  of  water,  and  their  pilots  were  not  at  all  skilful  or  acquainted 
with  the  bar.  I  volunteered  my  services  with  the  steamers  belonging  to  the 
mortar  flotilla,  and,  after  eight  days'  laborious  work,  succeeded  in  getting  the 
ships  through  and  anchored  them  at  Pilot  Town.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  but 
for  the  exertions  of  Commander  Renshaw,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright,  that  the  two  latter  ships  would  never  have 
got  inside;  the  Miami,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell,  also  rendered  assistance, 
but  as  his  vessel  was  an  unmanageable  one,  he  could  do  no  more  than  act  as  a 
stream  anchor  to  heave  the  ships  aht^ad  by. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  commanders  of  the  Westfield  and 
Clifton  (Renshaw  and  Baldwin)  for  the  exertions  they  displayed  on  this  occasion ; 
they  knew  that  the  success  of  the  expedition  depended  on  getting  these  ships 
over,  and  they  never  once  faltered  in  their  duty,  working  against  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, and  impeded  by  a  fog  of  eight  days'  dumtion,  which  obscured  a 
vessel  at  the  distance  of  fifty  yards;  the  BLarriet  Lane  also  did  all  she  could 
with  her  small  power,  and  in  the  end  the  united  power  of  these  vessels  succeeded 
in  getting  over  the  bar  the  heaviest  vessels  that  ever  entered  the  Mississippi 
river. 

When  the  ships  were  all  ready  to  move  up,  I  directed  Mr.  Gerdes  (assistant 
on  the  Coast  Survey)  to  proceed  in  the  Sachem  and  make  a  minute  survey  from 
"  Wiley's  Jump"  up  to  tne  forts.  He  detached  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  Harris, 
the  fii*8t  an  assistant  on  the  Coast  Survey,  the  latter  sent  out  by  the  superin- 
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tendent  (IVIr.  Archibald  Campbell)  of  the  northwestern  boundary,  to  peribnn 
what  might  be  required  of  him ;  the  work  was  performed  in  boats ;  Ldeutemait 
Commanding  Guest,  in  the  Owasco,  being  detailed  by  me  for  the  purpoee  of 
protecting  them.  These  two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Harris  and  Oltmanns,  performed 
their  duty  most  admirably :  in  three  days  they  had  surveyed  and  triangulated 
over  seven  miles  of  the  river,  their  observations  taking  in  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip ;  much  of  this  time  they  wei-e  under  fire  j&om  shot  and  shel]  at  a 
distance  of  2,600  yards,  and  were  exposed  to  concealed  riflemen  in  the  bushes. 
On  one  occasion  Mr.  Oltmanns  was  fired  upon  from  the  bushes  while  surveying 
in  one  of  the  Owasco's  boats,  one  of  the  balls  striking  an  oar,  but  the  boat's 
crew  drove  the  enemy  off  with  their  rifles,  and  Mr.  Oltmanns  proceeded  with  his 
work,  establishing  the  positions  the  mortar  vessels  were  to  occupy  with  ^reat 
coolness  and  precision.  1  deem  it  due  to  these  gentlemen  to  mention  their  names 
honorably  as  a  tribute  to  the  Coast  Survey — the  utility  of  which  is  not  properly- 
appreciated — and  as  a  mark  of  high  satisfaction  with  them  for  their  invaluable 
services. 

The  survey  being  completed,  and  marked  positions  being  assigned  to  the 
vessels  when  their  distance  from  the  fort  could  be  known  to  a  yard,  I  brought 
up  three  of  the  schooners  to  try  their  range  and  durability  at  a  distance  of  three 
tliousand  yards.  I  found  the  range  satisfactory,  and  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  durability  of  the  mortar  beds  and  foundation.  I  received  but  little  encou- 
ragement from  any  one  about  the  success  of  the  mortars,  it  having  been 
confidently  predicted  that  *'  the  bottoms  of  the  schooners  would  drop  out  at  the 
tenth  fire."  I  had  no  doubts  myself  about  the  matter,  having  perfect  confidence 
in  the  schooners.  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Guest  guarded  the  Coast 
Survey  party  wliile  they  were  employed,  returning  tl^e  enemy's  fire  whenever 
he  thought  he  could  do  so  with  effect. 

On  the  IGth  Flag-Oflicer  Farragut  moved  up  the  fleet,  and  I  was  told  to 
commence  operations  as  soon  as  I  was  ready.  The  schooners  sailed  up  partly 
or  were  towed  by  tlie  steamers,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  they  had  all 
reached  their  positions  ready  to  open  fire.  IVevious  to  taking  their  places  I 
had  directed  the  masts  to  be  dressed  off  with  bushes,  to  make  them  invisible  to 
the  enemy  and  intermingle  with  the  thick  forest  of  trees  and  matted  v^ies 
behind  which  they  were  placed ;  this  arrangement  proved  to  be  an  admirable 
one,  for  never  once  during  the  bombardment  was  one  of  the  vessels  seen  from 
the  forts,  though  their  ajrproxhnate  position  was  known.  As  the  bushes  were 
blown  away  during  the  bombardment  they  were  renewed,  and  the  masts  and 
ropes  kept  covered  from  view.  The  place  I  selected  for  the  mortar  vessels 
was  under  the  lee  of  a  thick  wood  closely  interwoven  with  vines,  and  pre- 
senting in  the  direction  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  an  impenetrable  mass 
for  three  hundred  yards,  through  which  shot  could  scarcely  pass.  From  our 
mastheads  the  forts  could  be  plainly  seen,  though  observers  there  could  not 
see  us  in  return.  The  head  vessel  of  the  first  division,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Watson  Smith,  was  placed  at  this  point,  2,850  yards  from  Fort  Jackson, 
3,680  from  St.  I'hilip;  the  vessels  were  then  dropped  in  a  line  close  to  each 
other,  their  positions  having  been  marked  by  the  Coast  Survey  party,  and 
Messrs.  Oltmanns  and  Harris  superintending  personally  that  each  one  was 
acquainted  with  the  proper  distance.  Next  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Smith's 
division  of  seven  vessels  (Norfolk  Packet,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watson 
Smith;  Oliver  IL  Lee,  Acting  Master  Washingtcm  Godfrey;  Para,  Acting 
Master  Edward  G.  Furher;  C.  P.  Williams,  Acthig  Master  Amos  R.  Lang- 
thorne;  Arietta,  Acting  Master  Thomas  E.  Smith;  William  Bacon,  Acting 
Master  William  P.  Kogers;  Sophronia,  Acting  Master  Lyman  Bartholomew) 
was  placed  the  six  v<'ssels  of  the  third  division,  under  Lieutenant  Commanding 
K  11.  Breese,  (John  Grifiith,  Acting  Master  Ilenry  Brown ;  Samh  Bruen,  Acting 
Master  Abraham  Christian;  Ilacer,  Acting  Master  Alviu  Phinney;  Sea  Foam, 
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Acting  Master  Henry  E.  Williams ;  Heniy  James,  Acting  Master  Lewis  W. 
Pennington ;  Dan.  Smith,  Acting  Master  George  W.  Brown,)  and  one  vessel, 
the  Orvetta,  Acting  Master  Blanchard,  all  lying  in  line  close  together. 

All  the  vessels  mentioned  were  anchored  and  secured  to  spring  their  broad- 
sides, as  occasion  might  require  In  the  meantime  Lieutenant  Commanding 
John  Guest  was  sent  ahead  in  the  Owasco  to  clear  the  bushes  of  riflemen  which 
had  been  found  to  lurk  there,  and  cover  the  vessels  from  the  lire  of  the  forts 
when  it  should  open  ;  the  Westfield,  Clifton,  and  Miami  being  engaged  in  to^ijing 
the  vessels  to  their  posts. 

I  placed  six  vessels  of  the  second  division,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
W.  W.  Queen,  on  the  northeast  shore  of  the  river,  the  headmost  one  3,680  yards 
from  Fort  Jackson,  to  which  the  division  was  directed  to  turn  its  attention.  The 
following  vessels  and  acting  masters  composed  this  division  : 

T.  A.  Ward,  W.  W.  Queen,  commanding  second  division. 

M.  J.  Carlton,  Charles  E.  Jack,  acting  master. 

Matthew  Yasser,  Hugh  H.  Savage,  acting  master. 

George  Mangham,  John  Collins,  acting  master. 

Orvetta,  Francis  E.  Blanchard,  acting  master. 

Sydney  C.  Jones,  J.  D.  Graham,  acting  master. 

When  the  divisions  were  all  placed  signal  was  made  to  "commence  action," 
and  they  opened  in  order,  each  one  firing  every  ten  minutes.  The  moment  the 
mortars  opened  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  responded  with  all  their  guns  that 
could  bear,  but  for  some  time  did  not  appear  to  get  the  right  range;  the  hulls  of 
the  vessels  on  the  northeast  shore,  being  covered  with  reeds  and  willows,  de- 
ceived them  somewhat,  though  their  shot  and  shell  went  over.  The  fire  of  the 
etiemy  was  rapid,  and,  as  the  shell  and  shot  began  to  grow  rather  hot,  I  sent  to 
the  flag-officer,  asking  that  some  of  the  gunboats  should  be  sent  to  draw  their 
fire.  For  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest  had,  at  the 
head  of  the  mortar  fleet,  borne  the  fire  of  the  forts  uninjured,  and  only  left  there 
to  get  a  supply  of  ammunition.  After  I  went  on  board  his  vessel  and  ordered 
him  to  retire,  the  mortar  vessels  having  been  reinforced  by  the  gunboats  sent  up 
by  the  flag-officer,  by  midday  the  fire  on  the  vessels  on  the  northeast  shore 
(Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen's  division)  became  so  rapid,  and  the  shot  and 
shell  fell  so  close,  that  I  went  on  board  to  move  them.  One  large  120-pound 
shell  had  passed  through  the  cabin  and  damaged  the  magazine  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Queen's  vessel,  the  T.  A.  Ward,  coming  out  near  the  water-line, 
her  rigging  was  cut,  and  shot  flying  over  her  fast.  The  George  Mangham, 
Acting  Master  John  Collins,  had  received  a  10-inch  shot  near  her  water-line,  so 
I  moved  them  both  (contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  officers)  two  hundred  yards 
further  astern,  throwing  the  enemy  out  of  his  range,  which  he  did  not  discover 
for  two  or  three  hours.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  fort  was  discovered 
to  be  in  flames,  and  the  firing  from  the  enemy  ceased.  We  afterwards  learned 
that  the  citadel  had  been  fired  by  our  bomb-shells,  and  all  the  clothing  of  the 
troops  and  commissary  stores  had  been  burnt  up,  while  great  distress  was  ex- 
perienced by  the  enemy  owing  to  the  heat  and  danger  to  the  magazine.  Had  I 
Known  the  extent  of  the  fire,  I  should  have  proceeded  all  night  with  the  bom- 
bardment ;  but  the  crews  had  had  nothing  to  eat  or  drink  shice  daylight.  I 
knew  not  how  much  the  mortar  beds  and  vessels  might  have  suffered.  Night 
firing  was  uncertain,  as  the  wind  had  set  in  fresh,  and  not  knowing  how  long 
a  bombardment  I  might  have  to  go  through  with,  I  deemed  it  best  to  be  pru- 
dent. A  little  after  sunset  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  made  the  only 
mistake  that  occurred  during  the  bombardment.  The  fire  in  the  forts  blazed  up 
again  at  night,  but  I  thought  it  one  of  the  fire-rafts  they  lighted  up  every  night 
at  the  fort. 

The  first  and  third  divisions,  under  Lieutenants  Commanding  Smith  and 
Breese,  acquitted  themselves  manfully  that  day,  and  though  the  shot  and  shell 
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fell  thick  about  them  behaved  like  veterans.  We  fired  on  this  day  over  1»400 
shell,  many  of  which  were  lost  in  the  air,  owing  to  bad  foses.  No  accident  of 
any  kind  occurred  from  careless  firing,  and  after  a  careful  examination  the  ves- 
sels and  mortar-beds  were  found  to  be  uninjured.  On  that  night,  at  two  o'clock, 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen  to  drop  out  of  the  line  of  fire,  and  I 
placed  him  on  the  south  shore,  in  a  safer  and  closer  position,  though  not  one 
where  he  could  work  to  such  advantage,  the  fort  being  plainly  visible  horn  his  late 
position,  and  the  effect  of  the  shells  could  be  more  plauily  noted.  On  the  south 
shore  the  pointing  of  the  mortars  could  only  be  done  from  sights  fixed  to  the 
mastheads,  and  many  curious  expedients  were  resorted  to  to  obtain  correct  firing, 
expedients  very  creditable  to  the  intelligence  of  the  commanders  of  the  vessels. 
We  heard  afterwards  that  our  first  day's  firing  had  been  more  accurate  than 
that  of  any  other  day,  though  it  was  all  good. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  we  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  again,  when  he  tried 
his  best  to  dislodge  us  from  behind  our  forest  protection  without  effect ;  our  fire 
was  kept  up  as  rapidly  as  the  men  could  carefully  and  properly  load,  the  enemy 
returning  it  with  what  heavy  guns  he  could  bring  to  bear  on  us,  most  of  his  shot 
going  over  us  amongst  the  shipping  and  gunboats,  which  were  on  guard  and 
employed  drawhig  the  fire  away  from  us.    About  nine  o'clock  in  the  second 
morning  the  schooner  Maria  J.  Carleton,  Charles  Jack,  master,  was  sunk  by  a 
rifle  shell  passing  down  through  her  deck,  magazine,  and  bottom.    I  happened 
to  be  alongside  at  the  time  and  had  nearly  all  the  stores  saved,  also  the  arms. 
As  she  went  down  the  mortar  was  fired  at  the  enemy  for  the  last  time,  and  that 
was  the  last  of  the  "  Carleton."     We  hauled  her  on  to  the  bank  when  we  found 
that  she  was  sinking,  and  were  thus  enabled  to  save  many  of  her  stores ;  but  she 
finally  slipped  off  the  bank  into  deeper  water,  and  nothing  was  left  visible  bat 
her  upper  rail.    Two   men  were  wounded  in  the  Carleton.    Acting  Master 
Charles  Jack  came  out  in  this  vessel  from  N(?w  York ;  he  lost  his  mainmast  in 
a  gale  off  Cape  Hatteras,  but  persevered  until  he  arrived  in  Key  West,  and 
sailed  with  the  flotilla  to  Ship  island.     lie  went  through  another  gale,  but  got 
into  port  sale.     He  was  almost  always  up  with  the  rest  in  working  up  the  river 
under  sail  with  his  one  mast ;  and  when  his  vessel  sunk  he  volunteered  his 
services  on  board  the  vessel  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen,  to  whose  division 
he  belonged.     On  the  S(»cond  day  the  fii-ing  from  the  forts  was  rather  severe  on 
the  masts  and  rigging  of  the  first  division.     I  wanted  to  remove  them  a  little 
further  down,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Smith,  who  seemed  determined  not  to  withdraw  until  something 
was  sunk.     He  had  one  man  killed  in  the  "Arietta,"  Acting  Master  Smith,  by 
a  ten-inch  shot  striking  between  the  stop  of  the  mortar  bed  and  the  mortar, 
which  disabled  it  tor  a  time  only ;  it  was  repaired  in  two  or  three  hours,  the 
men  meanwhile  under  fire,  without  any  occupation  to  keep  up  their  interest. 
One  or  two  men  were  wounded  this  day.     We  had  another  conflagration  in  the 
fort,  the  shcills  having  set  fire  to  some  quarters  put  up  for  officers  on  the  north- 
west anficle  of  the  works ;  they  were  all  consumed.     The  firing  seemed  to  be 
good  this  day,  though  some  said  the  shells  went  over,  and  others  said  they  fell 
short.     The  proof  of  accuracy  was  that  the  batteries  were  silenced  every  time 
the  shells  were  concentrated  on  any  one  point.     The  fuses  being  so  bad,  I  gave 
up  the  plan  of  timing  th(;m,  and  put  \\\  fttU-U'Tt^th  fmes,  to  burst  after  they  had 
cnten»d  the  ground.    In  some  respects  this  was  disadvantageous,  but  we  lost  but 
ffiw  by  bursting  before  time  in  the  air.     The  ground  being  wet  luid  soft,  the 
shells  descended  18  and  20  feet  into  the  ground,  exploding  after  some  time, 
lifted  the  earth  up,  and  let  it  fall  back  into  its  place  again,  not  doing  a  great 
deal  of  harm,  but  demoralizing  the  men,  who  knew  not  what  the  consequences 
might  be.     The  effect,  I  am  told,  was  like  that  of  an  earthquake.     When  the 
shells  hit  the  ramparts  they  did  their  work  effectually,  knocking  off  large  pieces 
of  the  parapet  and  shattering  the  casemates.    On  the  third  and  fourth  day  the 
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ammunition  on  board  began  to  grow  short,  and  the  steamers  had  to  be  sent  down 
to  bring  it  up,  the  boats  of  the  souadron  also  assisting  all  thej  could,  in  the 
strong  current,  to  supply  the  vessels.  The  steamers  laid  close  to  the  mortar 
vessels  while  the  shot  and  shell  were  flying  all  about ;  but,  strange  to  say,  not  a 
vessel  was  struck,  though  I  expected  to  see  some  of  them  injured.  The  employ- 
ment of  them  in  that  way  could  not  be  avoided.  Everything  was  conducted 
with  the  greatest  coolness,  and  the  officers  and  men  sat  down  to  their  meals  aa 
if  nothing  was  going  on — shells  bursting  in  the  air  and  falling  alongside,  and 
shot  and  rifle  shell  crashing  through  the  woods  and  tearing  the  trees  up  by  the 
roots.  On  the  fifth  day  the  fire  from  the  forts  on  the  head  of  the  first  division 
was  very  rapid  and  troublesome.  One  hundred  and  twenty -five  shots  fell  close 
to  the  vessels  in  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes,  without,  however,  doing  them  any 
damage  beyond  hitting  the  Para,  the  headmost  vessel,  and  cutting  up  the  rigging 
and  masts.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  had  been  attracted  to  the  mastheads  of  one 
of  the  large  ships  which  had  been  moved  up,  and  which  they  could  see  over  the 
woods.  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  three  of  them  two  or  three  lengths,  much 
to  the  annoyance  of  the  officers,  who  seemed  indisposed  to  yield  an  inch.  8till, 
my  duty  was  to  look  out  for  the  vessels  and  not  have  them  destroyed.  The 
Norfolk  Packet  got  a  piece  of  a  shell  through  her  decks,  and  had  her  rigging 
and  crosstrees  cut  away,  and  one  man  wounded.  For  three  days  and  nights 
the  officers  and  men  had  had  but  little  repose  and  but  few  comfortable  meals,  so 
I  divided  the  divisions  into  three  watches  of  four  hours  each,  firing  from  one 
division  about  168  times  a  watch,  or  altogether,  during  24  hours,  l,r>00  shell. 
This  I  found  rested  the  crews  and  produced  more  accurate  firing.  Overcome 
with  fatigue,  I  had  seen  the  commanders  and  crews  lying  fast  asleep  on  deck, 
with  a  mortar  on  board  the  vessel  next  to  them,  thundering  away  and  shaking 
everything  around  them  like  an  earthquake.  The  windowa  were  broken  at  the 
Balise,  thirty  miles  dbtant.  It  would  be  an  interminable  undertaking,  sir,  if  I 
were  to  attempt  to  give  a  minute  account  of  all  the  hard  work  performed  in  the 
flotilla,  or  mention  sepaxately  all  the  meritorious  acts  and  patient  endurance  of 
the  commanders  and  crews  of  the  mortar  vessels.  All  stuck  to  their  duty  like 
men  and  Americans ;  and  though  some  may  have  exhibited  more  ingenuity  and 
intelligence  than  others,  yet  the  performance  of  all  commanded  my  highest 
admiration.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  favor  of  the  three  commanders  of  divi- 
sions, Lieutenants  Watson  Smith,  W.  W.  Queen,  and  K.  R.  Breese.  I  can  only 
Bay  I  would  like  always  to  have  them  at  my  side  in  times  of  danger  and  diffi- 
culty. They  were  untiring  in  their  devotion  to  their  duties,  directing  their 
officers,  who  could  not  be  supposed  to  know  as  much  about  their  duties  as  they 
did.  I  left  the  entire  control  of  these  divisions  to  themselves,  trusting  implicitly 
that  they  would  faithfully  carry  out  the  orders  which  I  had  given  them  previous 
to  the  bombardment,  and  knowing  that  no  powder  or  shell  would  be  thrown 
away  if  they  could  help  it  The  end  justifiea  my  confidence  in  them.  During 
a  bombardment  of  six  days  they  were  constantly  exposed  to  a  sharp  fire  from 
heavy  guns.  If  they  sustained  no  serious  damage  to  their  vessels  it  was  no 
fault  of  the  enemy,  who  tried  his  best  to  destroy  them,  and  who,  after  I  had 
withdrawn  the  vessels  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Queen  from  a  very  exposed 
position,  reported  tliat  he  had  sunk  them. 

After  bombarding  the  fort  for  three  days  I  began  to  despair  of  taking  it,  and, 
ind(>ed,  began  to  lose  my  confidence  in  mortars,  but  a  deserter  presented  him- 
self fn>m  Fort  Jackson,  and  gave  me  such  an  account  of  the  havoc  made  by  our 
mortjir  practice  that  I  had  many  doubts  at  first  of  his  truth;  he  represented 
hundreds  of  shells  falling  into  the  fort,  casemates  broken  in,  citadel  and  outbuild- 
ings bunit,  men  demoralized  and  dispirited,  magazine  endangered,  and  the  levee 
cut ;  we  went  to  work  with  renewed  vigor,  and  never  flagged  to  the  last. 

On  the  vnight  of  the  20th  an  expedition  was  fitted  out,  under  Commander  Bell, 
for  the  purpose  of  breaJung  the  chain;  it  was  composed  of  the  gunboats  Pinola 
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and  Itasca;  it  was  arranged  tliat  all  the  mortars  should  play  upon  the  fcni 
while  the  operation  was  going  on,  which  they  did  as  fast  as  they  could  safely 
load  and  fire,  9  sheila  being  in  the  air  frequently  at  one  time.  The  vessels  were 
discovered,  and  the  forts  opened  fire  on  them  at  a  distance  of  three  and  eight 
hundred  yards.  Lieutenant  Crosby  informed  me  that  but  for  the  rapid  and 
accurate  fire  of  the  mortars  tlie  gunboats  would  have  been  destroyed.  The  mor- 
tars silenced  the  batteries  effectually,  and  Colonel  Higgins  ordered  the  men. into 
the  c<a8emates,  where  they  were  in  no  way  loth  to  go.  These  facts  have  been 
obtained  from  prisoners.  The  Itasca,  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  slipped  the  chain 
of  one  vessel,  and  was  swept  ashore  by  the  current,  when  the  Pinola,  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Crosby,  got  her  off,  both  remaining  in  that  position  over  30 
minutes,  though  seen  by  the  enemy  and  seldom  fired  at. 

On  the  23d  I  urged  Flag-Officer  Farragut  to  commence  the  attack  with  the 
ships  at  night,  as  1  feared  the  mortars  would  not  hold. out,  the  men  were  almost 
overcome  with  fatigue,  and  our  supply  ships  laid  a  good  way  off.  The  enemy 
had  brought  over  two  heavy  rifle  guns  to  bear  on  the  head  of  our  line,  and  I 
was  aware  that  he  was  daily  adding  to  his  defences  and  strengthening  his  naval 
forces  with  iron-clad  batteries.  The  23d  was  appointed,  but  the  attack  did  not 
come  off.  I  had  fortunately  dismounted  with  a  shell,  on  that  day,  the  heaviest 
rifle  gun  they  had  on  St.  Philip,  breaking  it  in  two,  and  it  annoyed  ns  no  more. 
I  did  not  know  it  at  the  time,  but  thought  the  ammunition  had  given  oat.  On 
the  23d  the  order  was  given  to  move  at  2  o'clock  in  the  order  which  the  flag- 
oflicer  will  mention  in  his  report.  The  steamers  belonging  to  the  mortar  flotilui 
were  assigned  the  duty  of  enfilading  a  heavy  water  battery  of  six  guns  and  the 
barbette  of  guns  which  commanded  the  approach  to  the  forts;  and  the  mortars 
having  obtained  good  range  during  the  day  were  to  try  and  drive  the  men  from 
the  guns  by  their  rapid  fire,  and  bursting  shell  over  the  parapets.  The  flotilla 
steamers,  composed  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Waiuwright, 
leading;  Wcstfield,  Commander  Henshaw;  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
GuoHt;  Clifton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  and  Jiliami,  Lieutenant  Com 
manding  Harrell,  moved  up,  (when  the  flag-oflicer  lifted  his  anchor,)  70  fathoms 
apart,  and  took  position  under  the  batteries ;  the  leading  vessel  oOO  yards  off* 
the  others  closing  up  as  the  fire  commenced.  Then,  as  soon  as  the  Hartford, 
Brooklyn,  and  llichmond  passed,  they  opened  with  shrapnell  on  the  forts,  having 
received  the  fire  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  replying  to  it.  As  the  fire  was 
high,  and  they  were  close  in  shore,  nearer  the  forts  than  the  enemy  Bupposed, 
they  occupied,  as  it  turned  out,  a  safer  position  than  the  vessels  further  out,  there' 
being  only  one  killed  and  one  wounded  on  board  the  Harriet  Lane,  while  the 
other  steiimers  remained  untouched.  The  commanders  of  all  the  vessels  on  this 
occasion  did  their  duty,  coolly  kept  their  vessels  close  up,  fired  rapidly  and 
accurately,  and  the  signal  was  not  made  to  retire  until  the  last  vessel  of  our 
gallant  squadron  passed  through  the  flames,  which  seemed  to  be  literally  eating 
them  up ;  every  man,  spar,  or  rope  was  plainly  seen  amid  the  light,  and  every 
movement  of  the  ships  noted ;  that  last  vessel,  the  gtillant  Irequois,  would  pro- 
vokingly  linger  and  slow  her  engines  opposite  the  forts  to  give  the  rebels  a  taste 
of  her  formidable  battery  "When  she  also  disappeared  in  the  smoke  our  signal 
was  hung  out  to  retire,  our  duty  having  been  acecmiplished,  and  the  fort  turning 
its  entire  attention  to  our  little  force.  It  could  not,  however,  do  us  much  harm, 
as  the  rain  of  mortar  shells  almost  completcjly  silenced  them;  never  in  my  lite 
did  I  witness  such  a  scene,  and  never  did  rebels  get  such  a  castigation.  Colonel 
Higgins  ordered  the  men  from  the  batteries  into  the  casemates  to  avoid  the 
mortar  shells,  which  fell  with  particular  effect  on  that  night,  while  grapeshot 
and  shrapnell  from  the  ships  gave  them  but  few  opjiortimities  to  fire  from  their 
casemates.  The  ships  had  gone  by,  the  back  bone  of  the  relw^llion  was  broken, 
the  mortars  ceased  their  fire,  and  nothing  was  heard  for  a  time  but  the  booming 
cf  guns  as  our  fleet  went  flying  up  the  river,  scattering  the  enemy's  gunboats 
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and  pinking  them  as  they  passed.  We  all  sat  down  to  rest  and  speculate  on 
the  chances  of  seeing  oar  old  friends  and  brother  officers  again. 

I  was  very  hopeful  myself,  for  I  knew  that  the  enemy  had  been  too  much 
demoralized  during  the  last  week  by  mortar  practice  to  be  able  to  stand  against 
the  fire  of  our  ships.  I  gave  the  ships,  when  they  started,  forty-five  minutes  to 
pass  the  forts ;  they  were  only  seventy  from  the  time  they  lifted  their  anchors. 
I  lost  the  services  of  a  well-armed  and  useful  vessel,  the  Jackson,  for  the  attack 
on  the  batteries.  Her  commander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  during 
the  afiair  was  appointed  to  tow  the  Portsmouth  ahead  of  the  mortar  steamers, 
but  was  carried  down  the  stream.  He  persisted,  however,  in  taking  her  into 
her  berth  after  the  battle  was  over  and  the  steamers  had  retired,  and  anchored 
her,  I  believe,  within  nine  hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  His  reception  and  that 
of  the  Portsmouth  was  a  warm  one,  for  the  east  batteries  opened  on  them ;  and, 
after  escaping  miraculously,  the  Portsmouth,  with  some  shots  in  her  hull  and 
rigging  and  one  or  two  killed  and  wounded,  coolly  drifted  out  from  under  the 
guns  and  took  her  old  position.  Had  the  rebels  not  been  overcome  with  despair 
she  would  have  fared  badly. 

Immediately  on  the  passage  of  the  ships  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Guest  up  with  a  flag  of  truce,  demandnig  the  surrender  of  the  forts.  The  flag 
of  truce  was  fired  on,  but  apologized  for  afterwards.  The  answer  was,  "  The 
demand  is  inadmissible."  Giving  the  men  that  day  to  rest,  I  prepared  to  fill  up 
the  vessels  with  ammunition  and  commence  the  bombardment  again.  Having 
in  the  meantime  heard  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut  that  he  had  safely  passed  the 
batteries,  I  determined  to  make  another  attempt  on  these  deluded  people  in  the 
forts  to  make  them  surrender,  and  save  the  further  effusion  of  blood.  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut  had  unknowingly  left  a  troublesome  force  in  his  rear,  consisting 
of  four  «tcamers  and  a  powerful  steam  battery  of  four  thousand  tons  and  sixteen 
heavy  guns,  all  protected  by  the  forts.  I  did  not  know  in  what  condition  the 
battery  was,  only  we  had  learned  that  she  had  come  down  the  night  before, 
ready  prepared  to  wipe  out  our  whole  fleet.  If  the  enemy  counted  so  surely  on 
destroying  our  whole  fleet  with  her,  it  behooved  me  to  be  prudent,  and  not  let 
the  mortar  vessels  be  sacrificed  like  the  vessels  at  Norfolk.  I  commenced,  then, 
a  bombardment  on  the  iron-clad  battery,  supposing  it  lay  close  under  Fort 
Jackson,  and  also  set  the  vessels  to  work  throwing  shells  into  Fort  Jackson 
again,  to  let  them  know  that  we  were  still  taking  care  of  them;  but  there  was 
no  response:  the  fight  had  all  been  taken  out  of  them.  I  sent  the  mortar 
vessels  below  to  refit  and  prepare  for  sea,  as  also  to  prevent  them  from  being 
driven  from  their  position  in  case  the  iron  battery  came  out  to  attack  them.  I 
felt  sure  that  the  steamers  alone  could  manage  the  battery  Six  of  the  schooners 
I  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson  and  blockade  all 
the  bayous,  so  that  the  garrison  could  not  escape  or  obtain  supplies.  I  sent 
the  Miami  and  Sachem  to  the  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 
I'hese  vessels  all  appeared  at  their  destination  at  the  same  time,  and  when 
morning  broke  the  enemy  found  himself  hemmed  in  on  all  sides.  It  was  a  mili- 
tary necessity  that  we  should  have  the  forts.  Our  squadron  was  cut  off  from 
coal,  provisions,  and  ammunition;  our  soldiers  had  but  little  chance  to  get  to 
New  Orleans  through  shallow  bayous;  the  enemy  in  the  city  would  hesitate  to 
surrender  while  the  forts  held  out;  communieation  was  cut  off  between  them, 
and  neither  party  knew  what  the  other  was  willing  to  do.  So  I  demanded  a 
surrender  again,  through  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest,  offering  to  let  them 
retain  their  side-arms  and  engage  not  to  serve  against  the  United  States  during 
the  relM»llion  until  regularly  exchanged,  provided  they  would  honorably  deliver 
up,  undamagedj  the  forts,  guns,  muskets,  provisions,  and  all  munitions  of  war, 
the  vessels  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  all  other  public  property.  The 
answer  was  civil,  and  hopes  were  held  out  that,  after  being  instructed  by  the 
authorities  of  New  Orleans,  they  would  surrender.     In  the  meantime  their  men 
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became  dissatiBficd  at  being  so  surrounded ;  they  had  no  hope  of  longer  holding 
out  with  any  chance  of  succesB,  and  gave  signs  of  insubordination.  One  the  28th 
a  flag  of  truce  came  on  board  the  Harriet  Lane,  proposing  to  surrender  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip  on  the  terms  proposed,  and  I  immediately  proceeded  to  the  forts, 
with  the  steamers  Westfield,  Winona,  and  Kennebec  in  company,  and  aent  a 
boat  for  General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Higgins,  ana  such  persona  as 
they  might  see  fit  to  bring  with  them.  These  persons  came  on  board,  and* 
proceeding  to  the  cabin  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  the  capitulation  was  drawn  up  and 
signed,  the  original  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  the  depart- 
ment by  Captain  Bailey,  no  opportunity  occurring  to  send  it  through  li  lag- 
Officer  Farragut,  without  loss  of  time.  The  officers  late  commanding  the  forts 
informed  me  that  the  vessels  would  not  be  included  in  the  capitulation,  as  thej 
(the  military)  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  naval  officers,  ana  were  in  no  way 
responsible  for  their  acts.  There  was  evidently  a  want  of  unanimi^  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  rebel  service.  I  afterwards  foun4  out  that  great 
ill-feeling  existed,  the  naval  commander  having  failed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  mili- 
tary, to  co-operate  with  the  forts;  the  true  state  of  the  case  being  that  thejr 
were  both  sadly  beaten,  and  each  laid  the  blame  on  the  other.  While  engaged 
in  the  capitulation  an  officer  came  below  and  informed  me  that  the  iron  floating 
battery  (the  Louisiana)  had  been  set  on  fire  by  two  steamers  which  had  heea 
lying  alongside  of  her.  This  was  a  magnificent  iron  steam  floating  battery  of 
four  thousand  tons  and  mounting  sixteen  heavy  guns,  and  perfectly  shot-proof. 
She  had  been  brought  down  from  New  Orleans  the  day  before,  and  on  it  the 
hopes  of  their  salvation  seemed  to  depend,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  letter 
from  General  Duncan,  taken  in  the  fort : 

Fort  Jackson,  Laumana,  April  22,  1862. 

Captain  :  Your  note  of  this  date  relative  to  the  steamer  Louisiana,  the  for- 
wardness of  her  preparations  for  attack,  the  dispositions  to  be  made  of  her,  &e^ 
has  been  received. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  present  fire  of  the  enemy  should  be  with- 
drawn from  us,  which  you  alone  can  do.  This  can  be  done  in  the  manner  sng- 
gested  this  morning,  mider  the  cover  of  our  guns,  while  your  work  on  the  boat 
can  still  be  carried  on  in  safety  and  security.  Our  position  is  a  critical  one, 
dependent  entirely  on  the  powers  of  endurance  of  our  casemates,  many  of  which 
have  been  completely  shattered,  and  are  crumbling  away  by  repeated  shocks, 
and  therefore  I  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  again  urge  my  suggestions  of  this 
morning  upon  your  notice.  Our  magazines  are  also  in  danger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier  Cremerai, 
Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  Naval  Forcett  Lower  Mississij>pi  River, 

I  was  in  hopes  of  saving  this  vessel  as  a  prize,  for  she  would  have  been  so 
materially  useful  to  us  hi  all  future  operations  on  the  coast,  her  batteries  and 
strength  being  suflicicnt  to  silence  any  fort  here,  aided  by  the  other  vessels. 
Seeing  her  lying  so  quiet,  with  colors  down  and  the  two  steamers  under  our 
guns,  I  never  drcamedf  for  a  moment  that  they  had  not  surrendered.  The  forts 
and  ourselves  had  fltigs  of  truce  flying,  and  I  could  not  make  any  movement 
without  violating  the  honor  of  the  United  Suites  and  interrupting  the  capitu- 
lation which  was  being  drawn  up.  The  burning  of  tbe  vessels  was  done  so 
quietly  that  no  one  suspected  it  until  the  battery  was  in  a  blaze.  I  merely 
remarked  to  the  commanders  of  the  forts  that  the  act  was  in  no  way  creditable 
to  the  rebel  commander.  The  reply  was,  "  we  are  not  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  these  naval  officers.''     We  proceeded  with  the  conference,  and  while  so  eu- 
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ga^^  an  officer  came  tb  inform  me  that  the  iron  clad  batteiy  was  all  in  flames 
and  drifting  down  on  ub,  having  burnt  the  ropes  that  had  fastened  her  to  the 
bank.  I  inquired  of  the  late  commanders  of  the  forts  if  they  knew  if  the 
guns  were  loaded,  or  if  she  had  much  powder  on  board.  The  answer  was,  "  I 
presume  so,  but  we  know  nothing  about  the  naval  matters  here."  At  this 
moment  the  guns,  being  heated,  commenced  going  off,  with  a  probability  of 
throwing  shot  and  shell  amidst  friend  and  foe.  I  did  not  deign  to  notice  it 
ftirther  than  to  say  to  the  military  officers,  "if  you  don't  mind  the  effects  of 
the  explosion  which  is  soon  to  come,  we  can  stand  it.**  If  the  ever  memorable 
Commander  Mitchell  calculated  to  make  a  stampede  in  the  United  States  ves- 
sels by  his  infamous  act  he  was  mistaken ;  none  of  them  moved  or  intended  to 
move,  and  the  conference  was  carried  on  as  calmly  as  if  nothing  else  was  going 
on,  though  proper  precautions  were  taken  to  keep  them  clear  of  the  burning 
battery.  A  good  Providence,  which  durects  the  most  unimportant  events,  sent 
the  battery  off  towards  Fort  St  Philip,  and  as  it  got  abreast  of  that  formidable 
fort  it  blew  up  with  a  force  which  scattered  the  fragments  in  all  directions, 
killing  one  of  their  own  men  in  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  when  the  smoke  cleared 
off  it  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  having  sunk  immediately  in  the  deep  water  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  explosion  was  terrific,  and  was  seen  and  heard  for  many 
miles  up  and  down  the  river.  Had  it  occurred  near  the  vessels  it  would  have 
destroyed  every  one  of  them.  This,  no  doubt,  was  the  object  of  the  arch  traitor 
who  was  the  instigator  of  the  act.  He  failed  to  co-operate,  like  a  man,  with 
his  military  confederates,  who  looked  to  the  means  he  had  at  his  disposal  to 
save  them  from  destruction,  and  who  scorned  alike  his  want  of  courage  in  not 
assisting  them,  as  well  as  the  unheard  of  and  perfidious  act  which  might,  in  a 
measure,  have  reflected  on  them. 

How  different  was  the  course  of  the  military  commanders,  who,  though  en- 
gagiH^l  in  so  bad  a  cause,  behaved  honorably  to  the  end.  Every  article  in  the 
fort  was  delivered  up  undamaged.  Nothing  was  destroyed,  either  before  the 
capitulation  or  while  the  capitulation  was  going  on,  or  afterwards.  The  most 
scrupulous  regard  was  paid  to  their  promises.  They  defiended  their  works  like 
men,  and  had  they  been  fighting  for  the  flag  under  which  they  were  bom  in- 
stead of  against  it,  it  would  have  been  honor  enough  for  any  man  to  have  said 
he  had  fought  by  their  side. 

AiVer  the  capitulation  was  signed,  I  sent  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw  to  Fort 
Jackson,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  £d.  Nichols  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  to  receive 
the  surrender  of  the  forts.  The  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down  and  the  stars  and 
stripes  once  more  floated  over  the  property  of  the  United  States.  The  sun 
never  shone  on  a  more  contented  and  happy  looking  set  of  faces  than  those  of 
the  prisoners  in  and  about  the  forts.  Many  of  them  had  not  seen  their  families 
for  months,  and  a  large  portion  had  been  pressed  into  a  service  distasteful 
to  them,  subject  to  the  rigor  of  a  discipline  severe  beyond  measure.  They 
w(>re  frequently  exposed  to  punishments,  for  slight  causes,  which  the  human 
frame  could  scarcely  endure,  and  the  men  who  underwent  some  of  tlie  tortures 
mentioned  on  a  list  of  punishments  I  have  in  my  possession  must  have  been 
unable  aflerwards  to  do  any  duty  for  months  to  come.  Instead  of  the  downcast 
countenances  of  conquered  people,  they  emerged  from  the  fort  (going  home  on 
their  parole)  like  a  parcel  of  happy  school  boys  in  holiday  times,  and  no  doubt 
they  felt  like  them  also. 

When  the  flags  had  been  exchanged  I  devoted  my  attention  to  Commander 
Mitchell,  who  was  lying  a  half  mile  above  us  with  three  steamers,  one  of  which 
h(*  had  scuttled.  Approaching  him  in  the  Harriet  I.Ane,  I  directed  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Wainwright  to  fire  a  gun  over  him,  when  he  lowered  his  flag.  I 
then  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright  on  board  to  take  possession  and  re- 
ceive the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  party,  consisting  of  fourteen  naval  officers 
and  seven  engineers,  temporarily  appointed ;  the  crew  of  the  iron-clad  battery  con- 
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Bieted  of  tliree  hundred  men  and  two  companies  of  marine  artilleiy»  nearly  all 
from  civil  life,  and  8er\'ing  much  against  their  will,  so  thej  said.  CommaBdcr 
Mitchell  and  the  other  naval  oiEcers  were  transferred  to  the  Westfield  as  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  as  soon  as  time  would  allow  the  marines  and  Bailors  wcae  seat 
in  one  of  the  captured  vessels  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  at  New  Orieana.  The 
captured  military  officers  were  sent  up  to  New  Orleans  on  their  parole;  and  tbna 
ended  the  day  on  which  the  great  Mississippi  rejoiced  once  more  in  having  iti 
portals  opened  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  The  backhone  of  the  rebeUion 
was  broken,  and  from  the  appearance  and  talk  of  the  soldiers  we  might  soon 
hope  to  see  the  people  united  again  under  the  folds  of  the  flag  of  the  UnioiL 
Wliile  the  capitulation  was  going  on  I  sent  the  steamer  Clifton  down  to  bring  im 
troops,  and  when  Greneral  Phelps  came  up  I  turned  the  forts,  guns,  and  mmi^ 
tions  of  war  over  to  his  keeping.  My  next  step  was  to  visit  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip.  Never  in  my  life  did  I  witness  such  a  scene  of  desolation  and  wreck 
as  the  former  presented — it  was  ploughed  up  by  the  thirteen- inch  mortars,  the 
bombs  had  set  fire  to  and  burnt  out  all  the  buildings  in  and  around  the  fort; 
casemates  were  crushed  and  were  crumbling  in,  and  the  only  thing  that  eared 
them  were  the  sand  bags  that  had  been  sent  from  New  Orleans  daring  the  bom^ 
bardm(?nt,  and  when  they  began  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  mortars.  When  the 
communication  was  cut  o£P  between  them  and  the  city  this  resource  of  sand-bags 
could  avail  them  no  longer.  It  was  useless  for  them  to  hold  oat ;  a  day's  boBi- 
bardment  would  have  finished  them ;  they  had  no  means  of  n*pairing  d[iunages ; 
the  levee  had  been  cut  by  the  thirteen-inch  bombs  in  over  a  hundred  places ; 
and  the  water  had  entered  the  casemates,  making  it  very  uncomfortable,  if  not 
impossible,  to  live  there  any  long(^r.  It  was  the  only  place  the  men  had  to  fly 
to  out  of  reach  of  the  bombs.  The  drawbridge  over  the  moat  had  been  broken 
all  to  pieces,  and  all  the  causeways  leading  from  the  fort  were  cut  and  blown 
up  with  bomb-shells,  so  that  it  must  have  becm  impossible  to  walk  there  or  cany 
on  any  operations  with  any  degree  of  safety.  The  magazine  seems  to  have 
been  much  endangered,  explosions  having  taken  place  at  the  door  itself,  all  the 
cotton  bags  and  protections  having  been  blown  away  from  before  the  magaaina 
door.  Eleven  guns  were  dismounted  during  the  bombardment,  some  of  whidb 
were  remounted  again  and  used  upon  us.  The  walls  were  cracked  and  broken 
in  many  places,  and  we  could  scarcely  step  without  treading  into  a  hole  made 
by  a  bomb-shell ;  the  accuracy  of  the  fire  is,  perhaps,  the  best  ever  seen  in 
mortar  practice ;  it  seems  to  have  entirely  demoralized  the  men  and  astonished 
the  officers.  A  water  battery,  containing  six  very  heavy  guns,  and  which  an- 
noyed us  at  times  very  much,  was  filled  with  the  marks  of  the  bombs,  no  less 
than  170  having  fallen  into  it,  smashing  in  the  magazine,  and  driving  the  people 
out  of  it.  On  the  night  of  the  passage  of  the  ships  this  battery  was  completely 
silenced,  so  many  bombs  fell  into  it  and  burst  over  it.  It  had  one  gan  in  it,  the 
Lirgest  1  have  ever  seen,  made  at  the  Tredegar  works.  I  would  not  pretend  to 
say  how  many  bombs  fell  in  the  ditches  around  the  works,  but  soldiers  in  the 
forts  say  about  three  thousand ;  many  burst  over  the  works,  scattering  the 
pieces  of  shell  all  around.  The  enemy  admit  but  fourteen  killed  and  thirty-nine 
wounded  by  the  bombardment,  which  is  likely  the  case,  as  we  found  bat  foniv 
teen  freHli  grav(»i^,  and  the  mrm  mostly  stayed  in  the  casemates,  which  were  three 
inches  de<^j)  with  water  and  very  uncomfortable.  Many  remarkable  escapes 
and  incidents  were  related  to  us  as  having  happened  during  the  bombardment. 
Colonel  Higgins  stated  an  instance  where  a  man  was  buried  deep  in  the  earth» 
by  a  bomb  striking  him  between  the  shoulders,  and  directly  afterwards  another 
bomb  exploded  in  the  same  place,  and  threw  the  corpse  high  in  the  air.  All  the 
boats  and  scows  around  the  ditches  and  near  the  landing  were  sank  by  bombs; 
and  when  we  took  possession  the  only  way  they  had  to  get  in  and  out  of  the 
fort  to  the  landing  was  by  one  small  boat  to  ferry  them  across.  All  the  lumbeTf 
shingles,  and  bricks  used  iu  building  or  repaiirs  was  scattered  aboat  in  coniiiBio& 
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and  burnt  np,  and  every  amount  of  discomfort  that  man  could  bear  seemed  to 
have  been  showered  upon  those  poor  deluded  wretches. 

I  was  so  much  struck  with  the  deserted  appearance  of  what  was  once  a  most 
beautiful  spot,  that  I  ordered  Mr.  Grerdes  and  his  assistants  on  the  coast  survey 
to  make  me  an  accurate  plan  of  all  the  works,  denoting  every  bomb  that  fell, 
and  (as  near  as  possible)  the  injury  the  fort  had  sustained,  every  distance  being 
accumtely  measured  by  tape-line  and  compass,  and  the  comparative  size  of  frac- 
tures noted.  The  work  has  been  executed  with  great  zeal  and  accuracy,  though 
it  will  only  give  a  faint  idea  of  the  bombs  that  fell  about  the  fort ;  many  are  lost 
sight  of  in  the  water,  which  has  been  let  in  by  the  cut  levees ;  many  burst  over 
the  fort ;  but  enough  have  been  marked  to  indicate  the  wonderful  precision  o 
fire  and  the  endurance  of  the  forts.  Had  the  ground  been  hard  instead  of  being 
soft  mud,  the  first  day's  bombardment  would  have  blown  Fort  Jackson  into 
atoms ;  as  it  is,  it  is  very  much  injured,  and  will  require  thorough  repair  before 
it  can  be  made  habitable. 

Fort  St.  Philip  received  very  little  damage  from  our  bombs,  having  fired  at 
it  with  only  one  mortar,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  silencing  a  heavy  rifled  gun 
which  annoyed  us  very  much ;  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  strike  it  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  break  it  in  two,  and  had  not  much  more  aimoyancc  from  that  fort ;  two 
guns  were  capsized  by  a  bomb  at  one  time,  but  without  injuring  them;  they  were 
soon  replacea  ;  some  trifling  damage  was  done  to  the  works,  though  nothing  to 
affect  the  efficiency  of  the  batteries ;  it  was  from  Fort  St.  Philip  that  our  ships 
suffered  most,  the  men  and  officers  there  having  had,  comparatively,  an  easy 
time  of  it.  1  felt  sure  that  St.  Philip  would  surrender  the  moment  Jackson 
hauled  down  the  secession  flag,  and  consequently  directed  all  the  attention  of 
the  mortar  schooners  to  the  latter  fort.  The  final  result  justified  me  in  coming 
to  this  conclusion. 

I  trust  that  you  will  excuse  me,  sir,  for  dwelling  so  minutely  on  matters  re- 
lating to  this  important  victory,  though  I  have  endeavored  to  make  my  report 
as  short  as  possible. 

Every  little  incident  in  this  ever  to  be  remembered  drama  will  be  interesting 
to  the  true  lovers  of  our  Union,  who  will  rejoice  over  the  fact  that  the  great 
river  which  is  the  main  artery  of  our  country  is  once  more  in  our  possession, 
ayd  that  we  may  soon  hope  to  see  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  over  every  hut 
and  hamlet  along  its  banks.  It  only  remains  for  me,  sir,  to  do  justice  to  the 
officers  who  have  been  under  my  command  during  this  arduous  and  sometimes 
unpleasant  service.  Commander  Renshaw,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Han*ell,  Lieu- 
tenant Conmmnding  Baldwin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wooaworth,  are  the 
officers  commanding  steamers  connected  with  the  flotilla.  Their  duties  were 
various  and  arduous — ^towing,  supplying,  and  getting  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort  when  opportunities  offered,  or  they  were  permitted  to  expose  their  vessels. 
In  the  attack  on  the  water  batteries  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright 
commanded  the  Harriet  Lane  (as  I  noticed)  coolly  and  bravely ;  and  his  officers 
and  crew  did  their  duty,  all  the  vessels  lying  quietly  under  the  heavy  fire  for 
fifteen  minutes,  until  it  was  time  to  open  their  batteries,  which  they  did  with 
effect,  until  the  time  came  to  retire.  Commander  Renshaw  made  his  rifle  gun 
tell  with  effect,  ke<*ping  his  vessel  in  close  order.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Guest,  with  his  zealous  crew,  who  had  tired  over  200  shell  at  tlie  forts  at  different 
time.>«,  kept  his  shell  flying  as  fast  as  usual,  bursting  (as  I  witnessed)  with  good 
efi'cct  in  the  midst  of  the  batteries.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  who  I 
have  always  found  ready  for  any  duty,  no  matter  how  arduous  or  thankless,  was 
in  no  way  behind  any  one;  his  heavy  battery  of  nine-inch  and  thirty-two- 
pounders  rattled  through  the  outer  works  of  the  fort,  helping  to  keep  Jackson 
quiet  while  our  heavy  ships  were  forcing  their  way  through  logs  chained 
together,  fire  rafts,  rams,  to  say  nothing  of  Uie  enemy's  gunboats,  iron  batteries, 
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and  forts  built  to  dispnte  the  passage  of  any  fleet  which  might  be  sent  against 
thom.  The  steamer  Jackson,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodwortb,  towed  the 
Portsmouth  gallantly  into  fire,  though  his  position  was  more  gaUantlj'  than 
wisely  taken ;  he  was  fortunate  that  his  vessel  and  the  Portsmontn  were  not  cut 
to  pieces.  I  have  been  so  struck  with  the  energy  and  zeal  of  Lieutenants  Com- 
manding Woodworth  and  Baldwin,  that  I  hope  the  Navy  Department  will  re- 
ward them  by  reappointing  them  as  permanent  officers  in  the  service,  (if  they 
will  accept  it,)  for  while  the  navy  is  composed  of  such  men  it  will  never  be 
defeated  in  equal  contests.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell,  of  tbe  Mian)i,  has 
had  under  his  command  a  most  wretched  and  unmanageable  vessel,  and  baa  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  do  himself  full  justice ;  he  was  always  ready  to  do  any 
service  required  of  him,  and  on  the  night  of  the  attack,  with  the  rest,  worked 
his  battery  with  effect.  As  soon  as  the  forts  had  been  passed,  on  account  of  his 
light  draught,  I  sent  him  to  co  operate  with  General  Butler  in  landing  troops  out- 
side, which  duty  he  performed  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

If  the  efforts  of  the  mortar  flotilla  have  not  met  your  expectations  In  re- 
ducing the  forts  in  a  shorter  time,  it  must  be  remembered  that  great  difficulties 
existed,  first  in  the  soil,  which  allowed  the  bombs  to  sink  at  least  twenty  feet, 
by  measurement,  before  exploding,  the  difficulty  of  seeing  tbe  fort,  as  it  is  not 
much  above  the  surrounding  bushes,  and  the  endurance  of  the  casemates,  wbich 
were  de(»ply  covered  with  earth,  and  better  constructed  than  supposed ;  but  I 
am  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  moral  effect  of  this  bombardment  will  go  &r 
towards  clearing  all  forts  of  rebels,  and  I  draw  attention  to  the  case  of  Port 
Livingston,  which  held  out  a  flag  of  truce  the  moment  three  mortar  vessels  ap- 
peared before  it.  Flag-Officer  Farragut  has  ordered  me  to  repair  to  Ship  island 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  larger  vessels,  but  not  to  commence  any  operatioiii 
until  he  arrives. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  steamers  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  those  under  their  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  FlotiUa. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  *  • 


Report  of  Commander  W.  B.  Renshair,  United  States  Steamer  Wesfjieid* 

United  States  Steamer  Wbstfield, 

Mississippi  River ,  May  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  United  Suites  steamer  Westfield,  under  my  commandt 
since  her  arrival  in  the  ]Mii»»*issippi  river. 

Upon  our  reaching  Pass  a  1 'Outre,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  Marcb,  I 
had  the  honor  of  reporting  my  arrival  to  you  in  person,  and  by  your  order  at 
one(»  proceeded  to  tow  the  mortar  schooners  inside  the  bar.  From  that  date 
until  the  13th  day  of  April  we  were  constantly  engaged  towing  and  assisting 
in  getting  the  United  States  ships  Mississippi  and  Pensacola  over  the  bar  at 
Southwest  Pass. 

On  the  13th,  while  engaged  covering  the  Coast  Survey  party,  who  were  tri- 
angulating the  river,  you  joined  us  with  the  Harriet  Lane  and  other  vessels  of 
the  Kquadron,  and  ordered  me  to  start  ahead  and  endeavor  to  reach  with  our 
rifle*  shot  two  of  the  rebel  gimboats  that  were  below  the  point  watching  onp 
motions.     Two  discharges  of  the  rifle  caused  them  to  retire,  and  join  some  six 
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or  eight  of  their  squadron,  lying  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Jackson.  We  continued 
our  advance,  and  soon  brought  the  whole  sauadron  within  range  of  our  100- 
pounder  rifle,  when  we  again  opened  fire,  ana  so  successfully  tliat  (as  I  have 
since  learned  from  prisoners)  we  broke  the  shaft  of  the  gunboat  Defiance,  and 
otherwise  so  much  crippled  her  that  she  was  subsequently  sunk  by  her  crew. 
The  forts  having  openea  upon  us,  our  signal  of  recall  was  made,  and  we  returned 
to  our  station. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  our  boats,  together  with  those  of  the  mortar 
flotilla,  extinguished  the  fire,  and  towed  on  shore  a  large  fire  raft,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  17  th  we  ran  alongside  to  windward  of  another  large  fire  raft.  We 
threw  water  from  our  force  pumps  upon  it,  and  materially  assisted  in  subduing 
the  flames. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  after  assisting  in  towing  the  mortar  schooners 
to  their  positions,  I  was  directed  by  you  to  proceed  up  the  river  and  drive  off  a 
steamer  that  menaced  the  head  of  our  line  of  mortar  vessels.  The  steamer  fled 
upon  our  approach,  but  having  reached  a  position  that  brought  the  forts  in  easy 
range  of  our  rifle,  we  fired  deliberately  ten  shots  with  that  gun,  many  of  which, 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  took  effect  upon  Fort  St.  Philip,  the  enemy  at  the 
same  time  throwing  their  rifle  and  10-inch  shot  and  shell  thickly  around  us. 

At  3.30  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  we  discovered  anot}ier  large  fire  raft, 
which  wc  ran  alongside  of  and  assisted  in  extinguishing.  From  the  19th  to  the 
24th  instant  we  were  engaged  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla  steamers  in  supplying 
the  mortar  schooners  with  ammunition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the  flotilla 
steamers,  led  by  yourself  in  the  Harriet  Lane,  together  with  all  the  vessels  of 
the  souadron,  for  the  attack  on  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  At  3.45  wo 
openea  fire  with  all  our  guns  upon  Fort  Jackson  at  an  estimated  distance  of  600 
yardn,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  your  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing 
and  retire  from  action. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  during  this  heavy  cannonade  this  ship  was 
not  injured  or  a  man  hurt  on  board,  owing  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  from  the 
face  of  the  fort  we  engaged,  having  passed  over  us. 

It  uIho  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  express  my  unqualified  appro- 
bation and  high  appreciation  of  the  bravery  and  zealous  attention  to  duty  of  the 
officert*  and  crew  of  the  ship,  whether  engaged  in  our  unremitting  duties  or  when 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

During  our  operations  against  the  forts  we  have  expended  thirty-five  rifle  shot 
and  t*hell,  eleven  9-inch  shell,  and  seventeen  8-inch  shell.  Here  let  me  state, 
sir,  that  upon  the  several  occ^isions  this  ship  has  been  under  the  fire  of  the  forts, 
I  have  been  constrained  from  using  my  very  efficient  rifled  gun  as  frequently  as 
I  could  have  desired,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  more  projectiles  (than 
those  we  had  on  board)  upon  the  station.  I  will  also  state  that  it  was  in  accordance 
with  your  wishes  that  1  was  thus  careful  of  the  few  shot  and  shell  we  had. 

I'crniit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  in  explanation  of 
the  seemingly  small  amount  of  ammunition  we  have  expended,  that  upon  all  the 
occasions  this  ship  has  been  engaged  (save  the  action  of  the  24th  ultimo)  it  was 
advantageous  to  tight  her  "  head  on,"  which  prevented  the  use  of  all  the  guns 
except  the  rifle. 

Ue:«pectfully  submitted. 

W.  B.  RENSHAW. 
Commander  United  State*  Navy, 

Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla^  Mississippi  River. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  D,  Har relit  United  State*  Steamer  Miami, 

United  States  Steambr  Miami, 
Mississippi  River ,  April  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  weighed 
anchor  at  half-past  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  and  took  my 
assigned  position  in  the  line.  At  the  proper  time  opened  and  continued  fiie 
upon  Fort  Jackson  until  ordered  to  discontinue. 

I  have  pleasure  in  adding  that  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty,  and 
although  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  thickly  around  us,  we  sustaiued  no 
injury. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  HARRELF. 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River, 


UxMTED  States  Steamer  Miami, 
Mississippi  River,  May  3,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  which  I  received  immediately  after  the  action  of  that  morning,  I  received 
General  Butler  and  staff  on  board,  and  proceeded  to  Pilot  Town  for  the  boat! 
whicli  I  was  ordered  to  procure. 

After  obtaining  them,  I  immediately  started  to  IfIc  au  Breton  bay,  and  there 
received  on  boara  one  regiment  of  troops,  wliich  1  landed  at  quarantine  station, 
above  and  in  the  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  I  continued  conveying  and  landing 
troops  until  tlie  forts  surrendered.  I  then  proceeded  and  landed  seven  hundr^ 
and  lifty  troops  at  New  Orleans  on  the  first  instiint. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  HARRELL, 

Lieutenant  Cotnmanding. 
Commander  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  J.  M,  Wainwright,  commanding  United  States  st-eamer 

Harriet  Lane, 

Umted  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Mississipjn  River,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  beg  le^ive  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  tliis  ve.s^el  in  the  acticm  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant, 
between  the  United  States  naval  forces  and  the  battcn-ies  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Pliilip. 

At  1.30  a.  m.  all  hands  wore  called,  in  .inticipation  of  the  signal  from  the 
flag-ship  to  prepfire  to  get  under  way,  whicli  was  made  at  2  a.  m.  Every  prep- 
aration for  a  move  being  completed,  we  impatiently  waited  the  moment  when 
our  turn  would  come. 

In  the  meantime  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  were  getting  under  way,  and  forming 
in  their  respective  lines,  the  starboard  under  Captain  Bailey,  in  the  gunboat 
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Cayuga,  leading.  At  3.28  a.  m.,  the  fleet  being  all  ander  way,  and  steaming 
up  the  river,  signal  was  made  to  the  steamers  of  the  mortar  flotilla  to  weigh 
anchor,  and  we  stood  up  towards  the  forts,  our  duty  being  to  take  an  enfilading 
position  below  the  water  battery  of  Fort  Jackson. 

At  3.45  a.  m.  the  forts  opened  on  the  leading  ships,  and  immediately  there- 
after the  mortar  vessels  commenced,  and  at  3.60  were  raining  a  rapid  and  con- 
tinuous fire  on  the  enemy  such  as  has  rarely  before  been  witnessed. 

The  crew  were  now  called  to  quarters,  and  we  steamed  rapidly  up  the  river 
to  take  our  appointed  position.  Shortly  after  we  passed  the  head  of  the  line  of 
mortar  vessels  we  found  ourselves  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  very 
hot,  but  most  fortunately  too  high.  It  was  not  till  4.20  a.  m.  that  our  guns 
could  be  brought  to  bear,  when  we  opened  on  them  with  shell  and  shrapnell. 

At  4.30  a.  m.  a  shot  carried  away  one  of  the  stanchions  and  a  portion  of  the 
railing  of  the  bridge  between  the  wheel-houses,  the  fragments  of  which  killed 
one  man,  and  seriously  wounded  another  stationed  at  the  9-inch  gun,  on  the 
quarter-deck. 

We  retained  our  position  within  five  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Jackson,  firing 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  till  4.50  a.  m.,  when  the  last  vessel  was  seen  to  pass  be- 
tween the  forts.  The  signal  was  then  made  to  retire  from  action,  and  we  stood 
down  the  river  to  our  former  anchorage,  followed  by  the  steamers  of  the  mortar 
flotilla.  At  4.55  a.  m.  four  rockets  were  sent  up,  as  a  signal  to  the  mortar  ves- 
sels to  cease  tiring,  and  shortly  after  we  came  to  an  anchor  astern  of  them. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  one  and  all  the  officers  and  crew  of 
this  vessel  did  their  duty  like  men,  and  displayed  commendable  coolness  under 
a  heavy  tire,  which  they  were  obliged  to  endure  for  some  minutes  before  it  could 
be  returned.  My  especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant 
Edward  Lea,  who  had  the  general  superintendence  of  the  battery ;  Acting  Mas- 
ters Willis  F.  Munroe  and  Charles  IT.  Hamilton,  commanding  the  gun  divisions, 
and  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Ilannum,  in  charge  of  the  powder  division,  which  was 
M'ell  and  nipidly  served  ;  also  to  Acting  Master  George  W.  Sumner,  an  eleve  of 
the  Navjd  Academy,  attached  to  the  Horace  Beall,  who  volunteered  for  service, 
and  gave  me  his  valuable  assistance  in  superintending  the  cutting  of  shrapnell,  &c. 

In  conclusion,  you  must  permit  me  to  render  the  humble  tribute  of  my  admi- 
ration to  the  coolness,  ability,  and  untiring  zeal  you  have  displayed  during  the 
arduous  and  perilous  duty  so  gallantly  performed  for  the  last  six  days  by  the 
mortar  flotilla.  Such  an  example  could  not  fail  to  inspire  the  confidence  of 
those  under  your  command  in  the  glorious  success  which  has  attended  their 
exertions,  and  which  the  result  has  proved  to  be  so  well  founded. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  casualties  which 
occurred  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WAINWRIGHT, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Cammanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 


RcjHtrt  of  Lieutenant  commanding  John  Guest,  United  States  Gunhoat  Owasco. 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Mississippi  River,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  submit  this  report : 
At  meridian  on  the  12th  of  April,  the  Owasco  being  at  toe  head  of  the  passes, 
by  your  order  I  got  under  way  to  protect  the  steamer  Sachem,  having  on  board 


352       REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY. 

the  Coast  Survey  party,  under  Mr.  F.  H.  Gkrdes,  while  making  a  recoimoiBsaiiee 
of  the  river.  On  reaching  our  advanced  squadron  of  gunboatfl,  Cominander  S. 
P.  Lee,  senior  officer,  I  reported  to  him  that  I  was  about  to  paae  ahead  for  the 
purpose  above  indicated. 

Captain  Lee  said  tlie  enemy  were  in  large  force,  and  he  would  follow  with  all 
the  gunboats.  As  it  was  too  late,  when  the  Sachem  got  up  to  U8»  to  work,  we 
deferred  proceeding  till  morning.  In  the  meantime  I  advised  you,  sir*  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  and  next  morning,  shortly  after  I  had  commenced  work,  I  had 
the  satisfaction  to  see  you  pass  me  with  all  the  steamers  of  the  mortar  flotillat 
which  doubtless  prevented  much  annoyance  from  the  enemy. 

Clearing  the  bushes  with  canister  from  our  howitzers,  the  surveyorB,  MeBsrs. 
Oltmanns  and  Bowie,  landed  in  one  of  our  boats  and  prdsecutea  their  woik 
without  molestation. 

On  the  14th  we  resumed  the  work,  and  carried  the  triangulatioii  well  op  to 
the  forts  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  supported  by  the  Westfield,  Commander 
Renshaw.     The  surveyors  were  landed  at  the  point  desired,  in  the  Owasco'a 

f'g,  under  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Thomas  D.  Babb.  As  the  boat  shoTed  off 
observed  three  of  the  rebel  steamers  within  gunshot,  and,  fearing  they  might 
fire  upon  our  boat,  1  opened  upon  them.  After  firing  four  sheila  from  the 
1  i-inch  gun  and  three  from  the  rifled  gun,  the  steamers  moved  up  to  the  forta. 
At  this  moment  some  riflemen  in  the  bushes  fired  at  the  gig  boat,  without 
hurting  any  one,  although  an  oar  was  struck.  Mr.  Babb,  with  perfect  com- 
posure, returned  the  fire  from  his  boat.  The  surveying  party,  with  equal 
coolness,  put  up  their  signals  and  took  three  angles,  one  hundred  yards  from 
the  spot  where  they  were  fired  at. 

On  the  15th,  as  the  work  had  not  been  carried  sufficiently  high  up  on  the 
loft  bank  of  the  river,  by  your  order  I  took  the  party  up  that  side,  followed  by 
the  Miami  as  a  support. 

After  the  surveyors  had  finished,  finding  myself  within  easy  range  of  the 
forts,  just  before  leaving  I  fired  an  11-inch  shell  into  Fort  Jackson,  to  try  their 
range.  They  fin^d  twice  in  return,  one  of  the  shots  passing  over  us  and  falling 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  asteni,  the  other  just  ahead  of  us. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  Messrs.  Oltmanns  and  Bowie  for  the 
iutn'[)id  and  skilful  manner  in  which  they  performed  this  service. 

On  the  IGth  the  Owasco  accompanied  you  in  your  experimental  trial  with 
three  of  the  mortjir  schooners  in  trying  the  ranges  on  the  forts  from  the  left  bank 
of  the  river.     This  day  the  enemy  fired  about  twenty  shots,  but  without  eflfecL 

On  th(.'  17th  our  boats,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Babb,  were  employed  in  towing  fire 
ships  clear  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  18th,  at  6  a.  m.,  we  got  under  way,  and  soon  received  orders  from 
you  to  proceed  ahead  of  the  bomb  schooners,  on  the  right  bank,  to  clear  the 
l>ui*hew  of  riflemen  near  the  designated  position  of  the  mortar  schooners.  In 
obedience  thereto  we  steamed  close  along  the  bank  of  the  river  until  we  arrived 
at  a  smokepipe  of  a  sunken  steamer,  when  the  forts,  at  five  minutes  past  ninet 
fired  two  shots  at  us,  which  1  immediately  retunurd  from  my  11-iuch  gun.  Thia 
was  t\)llowcd  by  sharp  firing  from  both  forts. 

Being  within  easy  range  of  Fort  Jackson,  I  direct<Hl  my  fire  upon  it  and  con- 
tiinied  tin?  action ;  twenty  minutes  aft(.*r  that  the*  first  mortar  schooner  opened, 
and  afttir  that  at  intervals,  as  fast  as  they  could  be  got  into  position. 

At  10  o'cl(>ck  1  was  glad  to  see  the  Iroquois,  Ca])tain  De  Camp,  come  to  my 
support,  and  after  her  the  gunboats,  one  by  one.  I'he  fire  of  the  forts  was  dis- 
pers*ed  among  them,  and  was  not  so  sevcire  around  us,  although  still  quite  sharp. 

Previous  to  the  aj>pearauce  of  the  Iroquois,  in  the  thickest  of  the  firing,  all 
on  board  the?  Owasco  were  much  gratified  at  a  visit  from  you,  sir,  when  you 
Ccime  to  tell  us  that  you  had  asked  that  the  gunboats  of  the  fleet  might  be  sent 
to  our  support. 
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We  maintained  our  position  for  two  hours  and  tliree-quarters,  until  we  had 
expended  our  last  Bh(*ll,  when  we  retired  from  action,  by  your  order,  having 
fired  one  hundred  11 -inch  shells,  and  thirty-seven  shells  from  our  rifled  gun. 

Went  down  immediately  to  the  ordnance-ship  Sportsman ;  filled  up  with  am- 
munition ;  found  there  were  no  cartridges  made ;  but  my  men  cheerfiilly  worked 
all  night,  cutting  out  and  sewing  up  cylinders,  and  by  next  morning  (the  19th) 
we  were  ready  for  action  again. 

Coming  up  with  the  bomb-fleet,  and  hearing  you  were  on  board  the  flag-ship, 
steamed  up  to  our  old  position,  and  opened  fire  again  on  Fort  Jackson.  Fired 
fifty-five  1 1-inch  shells,  and  twelve  from  the  rifled  gim. 

The  firing  from  the  forts  was  very  sharp.  At  this  time  I  had  another  wel- 
come visit  from  you,  and  retired,  at  your  order,  as  it  was  thought  1 1-inch  am- 
munition was  running  short,  and  it  was  desirable  to  keep  it  for  closer  distance. 

By  your  permission  I  crossed  the  river  to  look  for  an  anchor  I  had  slipped 
the  night  before ;  but  not  finding  it,  I  returned  to  my  old  position,  near  the 
smoke-pipe  of  the  sunken  steamer,  and  finding  the  three  leading  mortar  schooners 
in  great  danger  of  being  sunk  by  the  enemy's  fire,  I  delivered  ten  11-inch  shell 
to  Fort  Jackson,  and  then  sought  you  to  inform  you  of  the  fact.  Having  re- 
ceived orders  to  withdraw  them  for  a  time,  I  returned  and  delivered  your  order 
to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watson  Smith,  who  executed  it. 

On  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  and  23d,  we  were  engaged  in  supplying  the  mortar 
schooners  with  ammunition — very  often  under  fire. 

On  the  24th,  at  3.15  a.  m.,  in  the  general  attack,  the  Owasco  took  her  posi- 
tion— the  third  in  your  line,  by  ordef — and  followed  your  motions. 

Opened  with  shrapnell  at  4  a.  m.,  and  continued  a  deliberate  fire  until  4.45, 
taking  care  not  to  fire  in  the  direction  of  our  ships  which  were  passing  the  forts. 

At  4.45  observed  your  signal,  "  Retire  from  action,**  which  we  did. 

Shortly  afterwards,  observing  the  Itasca  running  ashore,  and  smoke  issuing 
from  her,  supposed  her  to  be  on  fire.  I  immediately  steamed  alongside  of  her, 
with  my  finvhose  ready,  when  Captain  Caldwell  informed  me  he  was  not  on 
fire,  but  had  a  shot  through  one  ot  his  boilers.  Sent  two  boats*  crews  to  her 
assistance. 

At  9.30  a.  m.  I  proceeded,  by  your  order,  with  a  flag  of  truce  flying,  to  de- 
mand the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  When  the  Owasco  reached 
a  position  within  range.  Fort  Jackson  fired  two  snots  ahead  of  her. 

I  stopped  the  engine  and  sheered  across  stream ;  notwithstanding  this.  Fort 
St.  Philip  fired  a  shot  at  the  Owasco,  which  passed  over  us. 

I  returned  to  report  to  you,  sir,  that  they  did  not  seem  willing  to  receive  a 
flag  of  truce;  of  course,  1  did  not  return  the  fire. 

An  hour  afterwards  a  boat  was  seen  coming  from  Fort  Jackson  with  a  flag 
of  truce.  I  went  to  meet  it,  by  your  orders,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  enter 
the  n*bel  boat  and  take  your  demand  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort ;  but 
this  was  declined,  and  I  deliven»d  the  demand  for  surrender  to  the  officer  who 
was  sent  to  meet  me.  This  officer  apologized  for  firing  upon  the  flag,  saying 
there  was  some  misunderstanding  at  Fort  »St.  Philip,  and  the  commanding  officer 
immediately  signalized  not  to  fire,  &c.     I  told  him  it  made  no  diffidence. 

When  the  boat  returned  from  the  fort  the  officer  brought  answer  from  the  fort 
that  your  proposition  to  surrender  was  "  inadmi.^'sible.** 

( )n  the  25th,  employed  in  clearing  the  river  of  men  and  boats,  and  means  of 
giving  information  to  the  enemy,  and  carried  orders  to  mortar  schooners  at 
Pilot  Town. 

On  the  26th,  employed  reconnoitring;  encountered  a  large  iron  ram  and  bat- 
tery, disabled,  floating  down  the  river ;  boarded  and  examined  it. 

On  the  27 ih,  carried,  nnder  a  flag  of  truce,  your  written  demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  forts,  and  brought  you  the  answer  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Went  to  the  head  of  the  passes  to  overhaul  some  of  the  machinery. 
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To-day  the  forts  have  surrendered  to  you,  sir,  and  it  is  a  finale  which  will  stir 
the  hcjirt  of  every  true  American  with  pride  and  joy. 

I  regard  the  achievements  of  our  navy  hi  this  river  as  without  a  parallel  in 
tlie  naval  world. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  bring  to  your  notice  Lieutenant  Chester  Hat- 
held,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Owasco,  who,  in  all  these  events,  in  action  and  in  the 
very  he^vy  duties  which  have  dt^volved  upon  him  for  weeks  past,  has  proved 
himself  a  brave  and  capable  officer. 

Acting  Master  D.  P.  Heath,  who  had  charge  of  the  11-inch  gun,  worked  it 
admirably,  and  with  perfect  coolness  and  precision. 

Master's  Mate  Thomas  D.  Babb,  at  the  rifled  gun,  did  his  duty  well. 

Master's  Mate  John  G.  Arbona,  and  my  clerk,  Mr.  A.  D.  11.  Crawford,  (the 
latter  doing  duty  as  midshipman,)  were  active  and  efficient.  Master's  Mate 
John  Utter  served  the  powder  division  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  assisted 
by  Assii^tant  Paymaster  H.  Beardsley.  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  W.  Lcavit,  hav- 
ing no  wounded,  remained  on  deck,  and  was  active  in  carrying  orders. 

The  engine  was  worked  by  Chief  Engineer  W.  K.  I'urse  and  his  assistants, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Scott,  C.  II.  (ireenleiif,  and  1).  M.  Egbert. 

My  crcjw  behaved  splendidly.  1  cannot  particularize,  except  in  one  case — 
that  of  Edward  Fanel,  (juartermjister,  who  was  stationed  at  the  masthead,  and 
observed  and  reported  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  our  guns.  His  intelligence*  cool- 
ness, and  capacity  wore  conspicuous. 

The  11 -inch  gun  having  been  fired  198  times,  has  considerably  shaken  the 
Owasco,  so  that  the  deck  will  not  hold  water.  Atlter  a  time,  when  she  can  be 
spared,  she  will  have  to  be  overhauled  and  caulked ;  in  the  meantime  we  will  do 
the  best  we  can,  although  the  men  cannot  sleep  dry  in  their  hammocks  when  it 
rains. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GUEST. 
Lieutenantf  Commanding  Oufasco, 

Com.  D.  D.  Porter, 

Connnanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 


Rc])ort  of  Acting  hieutcnarU  Commadmg  S.  E.  Woodtcorth,  Untied  States 

steamer  John  P.  Jackson. 

United  States  Steamer  J.  P.  Jackson, 

Mississi])jn  River,  April  30,  1 862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 
23d  instant,  1  proce(»ded  to  comply  therewith.  Thinking  it  would  be  a  saving 
of  time,  about  7  o'clock  that  evening  I  dropped  down  alongside  the  sloop-of-war 
Portsmoutli,  and  made  fast  to  hvr.  Shortly  after  midnight  she  broke  from  her 
moorings,  and  was  carried  down  stream  by  the  force  of  the  current.  Not  having 
sufiicient  steam,  it  was  nc^ar  2  o'clock,  the  time  we  anticipated  your  signal,  be- 
fore I  could  recover  her.  Ca])tain  Swartwout  not  being  ready,  it  was  3^  o'clock 
before  we  started  to  take  the  position  assigned  to  us.  We  steamed  slowly  up 
river  until  within  a  short  distance  of  the  point,  on  the  Fort  Jacksrm  side  of  the 
river,  and  about  300  yards  above  the  sunken  steamer,  when  Captain  Swartwout 
onlcred  me  to  stop  and  come  to  an  anchor.  \Ve  were  immediately  opened  upon 
by  a  water  battery.  Casting  loose  from  the  I*ortsmouth,  we  opened  upon  the 
battery  with  our  pivot  guns  and  nine-inch  port,  and  continued  to  engage  them, 
firing  until  the  current  drifted  me  out  of  range.     We  were  struck  twice  by  firag- 
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ments  of  sliell,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  no  one  on  board  was  injured,  although  ex- 
posed for  some  time  to  the  whole  fire  of  all  the  batteries  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Bomb  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Acting   Lieutenant   Commanding  C,  H,  Baldwiny  United   States 

steamer  Clifton, 

United  States  Steamer  Clifton, 

New  Orleans y  May  1,  1862. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  since  my  arrival  at  Pass  k  TOutre,  on 
the  18th  of  March,  I  have  been  employed,  with  little  intermission,  as  follows  : 
Towing  the  mortar  vessels  attached  to  the  flotilla  to  the  Southwest  Pass,  and 
for  the  succeeding  two  weeks  was  constantly  engaged  in  assisting  the  larger 
vessels  belonging  to  the  flag-officer's  squadron,  viz :  the  Pensacola  and  Missis- 
sippi, over  the  bar  on  which  they  had  grounded,  and  m  aiding  the  gunboats 
attuclH'd  to  same  squadron  when  aground  in  the  river. 

After  this  we  were  emj)loyed  in  making  reconnoissances  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  l*hilip,  and  in  protecting  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survey  service  while  they 
were  engaged  in  obtaining  their  distances,  and  in  driving  back  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats, which  occasionally  m.ade  their  appearance  outside  the  chain. 

On  the  17tb  of  April  we  were  assisting  in  towing  mortar  schooners  into  their 
positions,  and,  during  the  six  days  of  the  bombardment  by  these  vessels,  we 
were  unremittingly  employed  in  supplying  them  with  powder  and  shell  and  in 
guard  duty— our  nights  being  passed  in  looking  after  the  fire-rafts  which  the 
enemy  sent  down  against  the  fleet,  and  in  towing  them  ashore.  In  this  duty,  I 
belii've  I  may  say,  we  were  quite  successful. 

These  various  duties  during  the  six  days  of  the  bombardment  carried  our 
vessel  pretty  constantly  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  We  have,  however,  been 
BO  fortunate  as  to  escape  any  injury  from  their  shot. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  we  got  under  way, 
taking  our  appointed  station  in  the  line  of  steamers  under  your  personal  com- 
mand, and  proceeded  to  within  short  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Jackson,  and 
opened  tire  on  the  enemy  from  our  two  forward  nine-inch  guns,  aided  at  times 
by  our  nine-inch  after  pivot  gun  and  32-pounder  forward  broadside  gim,  using 
five-second  shell  and  shrapnell.  This  we  continued  until  the  flag-officer's  squad- 
ron had  passed  both  forts,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  signal,  we  drifted  out  of 
range.     1  am  happy  to  st^Uc  that  we  escaped  without  injury. 

'riie  duties  now  entailed  upon  us  were  to  keep  a  strict  lookout  upon  the  gun- 
boats and  floating  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  were  lying  close  under  the  guns 
of  Fort  Jackson.  Until  the  morning  of  the  28th,  when  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip  having  surrendered  to  you,  we  were  despatched  some  sixieen  miles  down 
the  river  to  bring  up  a  portion  of  the  force  under  General  Butler's  command, 
then  lying  there.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  this  was  accomplished,  and  we 
arrived  in  sight  of  the  forts  just  as  our  own  flags  were  hoisted  in  place  of  the 
rebel  ensigns. 

I  towed  up  a  large  transport  ship  with  1,300  troops  on  board,  under  Brigadier 
General  Phelps,  and  taking  five  companies  of  them  on  board  the  Clifton,  landed 
them  at  both  forts — they  receiving  their  possession  of  them  from  the  naval  offi- 
cers of  your  squadron,  then  in  charge  of  the  work. 
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I  also,  under  your  order,  placed  crews  aboard  the  two  rebel  steamerB,  then  in 
your  possession,  and  transfeiTed  some  250  prisoners  taken  from  the  rebel  gun- 
boats and  floating  battery  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  St.  Philip. 

We  have  just  arrived  here,  having  towed  a  transport  up  the  river  with  a  large 
number  of  General  Butl(T*8  troops  on  board,  intended  to  garrison  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  now  held  by  our  squadron. 

Permit  me  here  respectfully  to  state  that  officers  and  crew,  whether  employed 
in  the  harassing  duties  which  so  constantly  devolved  upon  us  of  towing  and  get- 
ing  large  vessels  over  the  bar,  or  while  engaged  with  the  enemy,  have  behaved 
BO  uniformly  well  that  I  hesitate  to  particularize  any  one  individual.  During 
the  time  above  referred  to,  neither  the  ship,  engines,  nor  boilers  have  been  for 
a  moment  out  of  order  in  any  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  BALDWIN, 
Acting  LieutenanU  Commanding, 

Commander  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watson  Smith,  Jirst  division  mortar  flotiUa. 

United  States  Mortar  Schooner  Norfolk  Packet. 

Mississippi  River,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  ultimo,, in  obedience  to  your  order,  the  first  division  of  the 
flotilla  moved  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river  to  the  flag  indicated  by  you  as  dis- 
tant from  Fort  Jackson  2,950  yards,  and  from  Fort  St.  Philip  4,260  yards;  the 
head  vessels  securing  at  that  point  with  an  anchor  a  little  off  shore,  and  light 
lines  from  the  port  bow  and  quarter  to  trees.  The  other  vessels  of  the  division, 
extending  in  close  order  to  the  distance  of  3,620  yards  from  Fort  Jackson,  were 
secured  in  the  same  manner. 

At  10  a.  m.  commenced  firing  upon  Fort  Jackson,  discharging  each  mortar  at 
inten-alt^  of  ten  minutes.  The  forts  responded,  their  shot  and  shell  falling  aronnd 
the  vessels,  and  one,  a  C8-j)ound  shot,  killing  a  man  on  board  the  Arietta,  and 
lodging  under  the  mortar,  but  not  disabling  it.  At  6.30  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  by 
signal  from  Harriet  Lane. 

April  19,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  the  Harriet  Lane  made  signal  to  commence  firing. 
Discharged  each  mortar,  at  intc^rvals  of  twenty  minutes,  upon  Fort  Jackson, 
until  8.45  a.  m.,  when  the  interval  was  shortened  to  ten  minutes.  A  shell  burst- 
ing near  the  main  masthead  disabled  one  man  who  was  aloft,  destroyed  a  hal- 
liard block,  and  cut  two  main  shrouds.  At  4  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  the  bombard- 
ment being  continued  by  the  divisions  in  watches. 

On  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  and  23d,  the  firing  was  continued  by  the  divisions  in 
watches,  excepting  during  the  watch  from  8  to  midnight  of  the  20th,  when  the 
whole  flotilla  tired  rapidly,  while  an  expedition  from  the  squadron  cut  the  bar- 
rier chain  near  the  forts. 

No  further  injuries  were  sustained  by  persons  in  the  first  division,  and  bnt 
little  damage  to  hulls,  rigging,  or  spars,  besides  the  occasional  cutting  by  frag- 
ments of  shells. 

From  the  21st  the  firing  from  Fort  St.  Philip  was  at  times  annoying,  and  by 
your  direction  two  ves.sels  at  the  head  of  the  line  directed  their  fire  upon  it. 
On  the  23d  the  enemy  did  not  reply. 

April  24,  at  3.30  a.  m.,  the  firing  commencing  between  the  forts  and  the 
squadron  passing  up  the  river,  the  whole  flotilla  commenced  firing  rapidly  upon 
Fort  Jackson.  At  4.45  a.  m.  the  squadron,  with  few  exceptions,  had  passed 
the  forts.     Ceased  firing  by  signal  from  Harriet  Lane.     During  this  one  hour 
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and  fifteen  minutes  this  vessel  fired  twenty-eight  shells,  heing  at  the  rate  of  one 
in  two  and  two-thirds  minutes.  The  other  vessels  fired  as  rapidly.  After  the 
bombardment,  on  examining  the  vessels,  all  were  found  in  condition  to  continue 
the  fire  or  perform  other  service. 

The  heaviest  charges  used  were  twenty-three  pounds,  to  reach  Fort  St. 
Philip,  distant  4,710  yards,  against  a  fresh  wind. 

Slight  damage  was  done  to  the  light  bulwarks  by  the  shock  from  the  mor  tars 
but  the  mortar  supports  and  the  hulls  below  the  plank  sheer  were  unaffected. 

On  the  Slime  afternoon  six  of  the  mortar  vessels  were  sent  to  sea  upon  block- 
ading service,  and  three  of  them,  the  Arietta,  C.  P.  Williams,  and  O.  H.  Lee, 
belonged  to  this  division.  Their  quick  departure  and  continued  absence  pre- 
vents my  giving  you  the  aggregate  number  of  shells  fired  by  the  first  division 
during  the  bombardment.  The  four  remaining  vessels  fired  1,512  shells,  using 
30,994  pounds  of  powder. 

It  was  not  always  possible  to  mark  and  register  the  course  of  each  shell,  be- 
cause of  our  not  having  a  distinct  view  of  the  enemy  and  the  mingling  of  so 
many  shells  as  they  converged  in  the  direction  of  the  forts.  The  accompanying 
reports  of  the  acting  masters  commanding  the  mortar  vessels  are  in  a  compre- 
henj<ive  form  furnished  by  them,  and  are  as  full  as  accuracy  will  permit. 

The  following  is  from  the  surgeon's  report: 

Killed :  James  Laver,  ordinary  seaman,  on  board  the  Arietta,  native  of  Isle 
of  Jersey;  struck  by  an  eight-inch  solid  shot  on  April  18. 

Slightly  wounded,  disabled:  Michael  Brady,  carpenter's  mate  of  this  vessel, 
aged  32,  native  of  New  York;  struck  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  on  April  19. 

Although  the  enemy's  fire  was  so  well  directed  at  times  as  to  threaten  the 
destruction  of  the  vessels,  the  duties  at  quarters  were  pcrfonned  and  the  inter- 
vals of  rest  between  watches  enjoyed  with  commendable  coolness  and  com- 
posure throughout  the  division. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 

WATSON  SMITH, 
Lieutenanty  Commanding  Fint  Divinon, 

Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Mortar  Flotilla^  Mississippi  Rii^er, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Walter  TV.  Queen,  second  division  mortar 

JlotiHa. 

United  States  Schooner  T.  A.  Ward, 

Alississipjn  River,  May  3,  18G2. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  second  division 
of  the  mortar  flotilla. 

( )n  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  April,  1862,  my  vessel  was  towed  into  position 
by  the  United  States  steamer  Miami  at  8.30  a.  m.  I  anchored  3,900  yards 
Ix'low  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  The  schooners  of  my 
division  anchored  astern  of  me  in  the  following  order,  viz :  Matthew  Vassar, 
Gi'orp'  Mangham,  Adolph  Ilugel,  Maria  J.  Carlton,  and  Sydney  C.  Jones,  the 
Orvrtta  having  previously  taken  a  position  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river, 
and  thus  being  separated  from  the  division. 

Both  forts  immediately  opened  on  us,  firing  very  rapidly.  At  8.45  we  com- 
m<»nced  firing  on  Fort  Jackson,  the  shot  from  the  fort  falling  in  every  direction 
around  us,  one  of  which  struck  so  close  to  our  quarter  as  to  throw  down  some 
barrels  of  powder  in  the  magazine  byihe  concussion,  but  doing  no  damage. 
Shortly  afterwardfl  another  struck  us,  cutting  away  the  forward  shroud  of  port 
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main  rigging,  passing  through  the  wardroom,  hulkhead  pantiT»  Btaterooni,  deck, 
storeroom,  and  extra  magazine,  escaping  through  the  starboard  quarter  six 
inches  above  water-line,  doing  considerable  damage.  I  at  once  directed  Mr. 
Hatch  to  drop  the  vessel  down  some  300  yards,  which  he  did,  followed  by  the 
three  vessels  lying  immediately  astern  of  me.  I  then  went  to  the  Sidney  C. 
Jones.  After  taking  their  new  positions  the  vessels  which  had  dropped  astern 
recommenced  firing.  While  lying  in  her  former  position,  the  Mangham  received 
a  shot  in  hor  port  bow,  which  passed  through  her  galley  and  lodged  in  the 
mortar  bed,  doing  no  further  injury. 

The  vessels  were  now  actively  engaged  in  throwing  shell  into  the  forts,  and 
as  no  intervening  object  obstructed  our  sight,  we  could  see  the  effect  of  our  shell 
as  each  one  lodged  in  or  near  the  forts.  We  continued  firing  all  day,  not  even 
ceasing  for  the  men  to  eat  their  meals.  About  5.30  p.  m.  we  could  see  heavy 
smoke  lisiug  from  a  building  outside  the  fort,  caused  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell, 
and  soon  after  the  fort  was  seen  to  be  on  fire  in  three  separate  placets,  which 
soon  formed  into  one  mass  of  flames,  since  discovered  to  have  been  the  citadel. 
At  6  p.  m.  we  ceased  tiring,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Haniet  Lane.  At 
this  time  we  could  distinguish  men  upon  the  ramparts  trying  to  cxtin^i^h  the 
flames. 

At  9  o'clock  I  received  an  order  from  you  to  drop  down  800  yards  and  be  in 
readiness  to  move  across  the  river  early  in  t\w  morning,  as  you  thought  it  likely 
the  enemy  would  move  his  guns  down  the  river  and  open  on  us  in  the  morning. 
This  we  did,  and  nothing  nion^  of  any  importance  occurred  during  the  night. 
It  is  strange  to  k*ay  that,  although  the  shot  came  around  us  in  immense  numbers, 
yet  not  one  man  was  even  wounded  during  the  first  day's  engagement. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  we  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Gliflton,  and 
took  our  position  in  line  with  the  rest  of  the  flotilla,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  and  at  8.30  a.  m.  were  all  engaged  in  throwing  shells  into  the  fort.  ITie 
Hartford  moved  up  and  anchored  off  our  beam,  but  finding  she  was  drawing  the 
enemy's  fire  on  the  flotilla,  (as  they  fell  short  of  her,)  she  moved  down  again. 
The  shot  and  shell  from  th(^  forts  fell  thick  around  us,  but  did  not  do  us  any 
injury,  with  one  exception,  viz  :  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  Maria  J.  Carlton,  of 
this  division,  was  struck  by  a  shot  which  passed  through  her  magazine  floor 
and  out  her  bottom.  She  immediately  began  to  sink,  and  the  crew,  with  the 
assistance  of  others,  soon  got  most  of  the  movables  out  of  her.  The  mortar 
and  shells  they  left,  as  they  could  not  remove  them. 

We  ceased  firing  at  12  m.,  and  from  this  time  continued  firing  by  watches, 
each  division  tiiking  a  watch.  Nothing  particularly  important  occurred  during 
the  next  day,  until  10.35  p.  m.,  when  the  gunboats  Phiola  and  Itasca  went  up 
the  river  to  cut  the  chain.  As  soon  as  they  started,  the  mortar  flotilla  com- 
menced firing  very  rapidly,  and  continu(?d  until  12.35  a.  m.,  when  the  gunboats 
returned.  We  continued,  as  usual,  firing  by  watchers  until  the  morning  of  the 
24th  of  April,  when  we  commenced  at  2.30  a.  m.  to  firt!  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
while  the  steaniers  i)assed  up  the  river  to  attack  the  forts.  We  did  not  cease 
until  signalized  to  do  so  by  you  at  5.30  a.  m. 

Both  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly ;  and  where  every  one  did  his  duty 
80  well,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  award  praii:e  to  any  sinjrle  individual.  As 
our  galley  was  Hindered  almost  useless  during  tin*  bombardment,  the  men 
suffered  some  inconvenience  in  g(»tting  cooked  tin;  rations  that  w(»re  serv(?d  out 
to  them,  and  their  slet'p  was  also  much  interrupted  ;  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
not  a  murmur  of  dissatisfaction  was  to  be  heard  among  thc-m.  I  may  also  men- 
tion  that  Acting  Master  J.  Duncan  Graham,  my  executive  ofticer,  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  schooner  Sydney  G.  .Jones  during  the  whole  of  the 
bombardment,  and  acted  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  The  conduct  of  William 
Hatch  and  John  Richards,  masters*  mates,  during  the  bombardment,  hsis  also 
met  my  wannest  approval — the  former  having  sighted  the  mortar  every  time  it 
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was  fired  during  the  action ;  the  latter  having  charge  of  the  powder  division, 
and  making  himself  generally  useful  about  the  vessel.     The  only  wounded  in 
til  is  division  were  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Carlton,  one  severely,  the  other  slightly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  QUEEN, 
Lieut,  Com*dgj  in  Command  of  2d  Die,  Mortar  Flotilla. 

Commander  D.  D.  Porte K, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  K,  Randolph  Breese^  third  division  mortar 

flotilla, 

U.  S.  Barkantixe  Horace  Beales, 

Mississippi  River  J  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  third  division  mortar  flotilla,  under  my  command,  in  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  Jackson.  At  9.30  a.  m.  of  the  18th  instant,  the  John  Griffiths,  (on  board 
of  which  vessel  I  hoisted  my  divisional  flag,)  Racer,  and  Sarah  Biiion  were 
tiiken  in  tow  by  the  Clifton  and  towed  into  position  assigned,  astern  of  the  first 
division,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  following  distances  from  the 
centre  of  Fort  Jackson  :  John  Griffiths,  3,900  yards ;  Racer,  3,940  yards  ;  and 
the  Sarah  Bruen,  3,980  yards.  About  10  a.  m.  the  John  Griffiths  opened  fire 
from  her  mortar,  and  was  soon  followed  by  the  Racer  and  Sarah  Bruen.  At 
2  p.  m.,  the  rear  vessels  of  the  first  division  having  been  advanced,  the  Henry 
Jarars,  Dan  Smith,  and  Sea  Foam  came  up  under  sail  and  took  their  positions 
ahead  of  the  Griffiths,  at  the  following  distances  from  the  fort :  Henry  James, 
3,G30  yards ;  the  Dan  Smith,  3,730  yards ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  3,850  yards. 
At  about  2.15  p.  m.  they  opened  fire  from  their  mortars.  A  constant  fire  was 
kept  up  by  each  vessel  from  the  time  of  taking  position  until  6.37  p.  m.,  when 
signal  to  "  cease  firing"  was  made.  During  the  day  the  John  Griffiths  threw 
G9  shells ;  the  Racer,  50 ;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  61 ;  the  Henry  James,  24 ;  the 
Dan  Smith,  31 ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  43. 

Second  day. — At  6.25  a.  m.,  April  19,  recommenced  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson 
from  the  whole  division,  which  was  kept  up,  each  vessel  firing  at  intervals  of 
about  ten  minutes,  until  8  p.  m.,  when  ceased  firing.  During  the  day  the 
Griffiths  threw  92  shells  ;  the  Racer,  88  ;  the  Saiah  Bruen,  88 ;  the  James,  97  ; 
the  Dan  Smith,  92 ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  88. 

Third  day. — At  4  a.  m.,  April  20,  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  from  the  divi- 
sion, each  vessel  firing  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.  At  8  a.  m.  ceased 
firing,  and  at  10.13  a.  m.  reopened  from  the  whole  division  as  before.  From 
4  p.  m.  to  10.10  p.  m.  each  vessel  firing  at  intervals  of  twenty  minutes.  From 
10.10  p.  m.  to  3.3  a.  m.,  (21st,)  as  rapidly  as  possible,  supporting  the  gunboats 
cutting  tlie  chain.  From  3.3  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m.  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes. 
During  the  day,  ending  at  4  a.  ra.,  the  Griffiths  threw  119  shell;  the  Racer, 
117  ;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  117;  the  Henry  James,  113;  the  Dan  Smith,  119,  the 
Sea  Foam,  111. 

Fourth  day. — At  noon  the  division  again  commenced  fire,  each  vessel  firing 
at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  ceasing  at  4  p.  m.  At  8  p.  m.  reopened  as 
before,  keeping  up  the  fire  until  midnight.  During  this  day  the  Griffitfis  threw 
50  shell ;  the  Racer,  50;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  5^\  the  Henry  James,  ^[y\  the  Dan 
Smith,  55;  the  Sea  Foam,  47. 

Fifth  day. — At  8  a.  nu,  April  22,  each  vessel  of  the  division  conmienced  fire, 
firing  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.     Ceased  fire  at  noon ;  reopened  at  6  p. 
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m.  and  fired  until  8  p.  m.,  iiring  as  before.  During  the  day  the  Griffiths  threw 
56  shell ;  the  Kacer,  46 ;  the  Sarah  Bmcn,  49 ;  the  Henry  James,  40  ;  the  Dan 
Smith,  67 ;  and  the  Sea  Foam,  52. 

Sixth  day. — At  4  a.  m.,  April  23,  the  division  reopened  fire,  each  vessel 
firing  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  ceasing  at  8  a.  m.  At  4  p.  m.  a^in 
opened  fire  from  each  vessel  of  the  division  at  intervals  of  about  twelve  minutes, 
keeping  it  up  until  6  p.  m.  During  the  day  the  Griffiths  threw  38  shell;  the 
Racer,  28 ;  the  Sarah  Bruen,  36 ;  the  Henry  James,  34 ;  the  Dan  Smith,  63 ; 
the  Sea  Foam,  51. 

Seventh  day, — At  midnight,  April  24,  the  division  opened  fire,  each  vessel 
firing  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes.  At  3.40  a.  m.,  the  guns  of  the  fort  having 
opened  on  the  fleet  passing  up  the  river,  the  division  commenced  firing  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  ceasing  at  4.52  a.  m.,  by  signal,  the  fleet  having  passed  the  fort. 
At  5.30  a.  m.  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  steamers  near  the  fort;  ceased  at 
5.48  a.  m.  At  3.55  p.  m.  commenced  again  upon  the  fort,  ceasing  at  5.04  p. 
m.  At  5.20  p.  m.  the  division  got  under  way  and  dropped  down  the  river. 
During  the  day  the  Giifiiths  threw  54  shell ;  the  llacer,  81 ;  the  Sarah  Bruen, 
67;  the  Henry  James,  52;  the  Dan  Smith,  QQ\  and  Sea  Foam,  60.  The 
Horace  Bealcs,  with  ordnance  stores,  temporarily  under  the  command  of  Acting 
Master  George  W.  Sumner,  executive  officer,  was  towed  up  to  within  600  yards 
of  the  rear  of  the  mortar  vessels,  and  discharged  her  ordnance  stores,  as  were 
required,  with  great  promptness.  During  the  bombardment  she  received  many 
of  the  articles  saved  from  the  Maria  J.  Carlton,  and  a  ten-inch  gun-carriage  and 
ammunition  from  the  Jackson.  She  also  received  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the 
flotilla  and  several  of  the  wounded  of  the  squadron.  Ten  of  the  men  of  the 
Bcales,  with  Acting  Master  Sumner,  served  on  board  the  Harriet  Lane  during 
the  engagement  with  the  forts.  The  enemy's  shot  and  fragments  of  shell,  at 
times,  flew  about  the  division  in  all  directions.  Several  pieces  of  the  latter  of 
the  size  of  an  (i^^,  and  many  smaller  pieces,  were  picked  up  on  board  of  the 
different  vessels,  but,  through  God's  mercy,  not  a  person  was  struck,  nor  have 
I  a  casualty  of  any  kind  to  report  during  the  whole  bombardment.  The  Sarah 
Bnu'n  has  a  hole  through  her  foremjist,  which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for, 
unless  a  fragment  of  the  enemy's  shell,  which  struck  the  fiice  of  the  mortar  at 
the  edge  of  the  bore,  as  it  was  about  to  be  fired,  fell  into  the  mortar,  and,  being 
discharged,  went  through  the  mast.  A  little  rigging  cut  here  and  there  is  aU 
the  damage  I  have  to  report  done  by  the  enemy. 

The  general  effect  of  firing  the  mortars  upon  the  vessels  was  to  knock  out 
the  round  houses  forward  and  the  eiglit  pine  board  bulwarks  in  the  line  of  fire. 
The  John  Griffiths  leaked  more  than  usual  during  the  bombardment,  but  has 
since  tightened  up;  she  hjis  always  been  considered  a  weak  vessel.  The 
Racer's  deck,  on  port  side  abreast  of  fore  hatch,  started  from  the  carlines  giving 
wiy,  they  not  having  been  (originally)  properly  strengthened.  The  mortars 
show  no  kind  of  injury.  The  mortar  carriages  worked  remarkably  well.  The 
only  damage  being  (in  some  instances)  the  loss  of  the  feather  to  the  eccentric 
axle,  and  tlie  breaking  of  the  screws  that  confine  the  socket  to  eccentric.  These 
very  :*light  injuries  did  not  hinder  the  working  of  the  mortar  in  the  least.  The 
scrcwri  wer(^  jiromptly  rei)laced,  a  number  of  spare  ones  having  been  made. 
The  turn-table  on  some  of  the  vessl^ls  was  found  to  have  recoiled  in  the  lino  of 
fire  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half;  it  was  easily  pret<sed  into  position  and 
kept  so  by  breeching.  Twenty-two  and  a  half  j)oun(ls  of  powder  were  fired 
from  the  Griffiths  at  the  rebel  iron-clad  gunboat  with  no  visible  strain  in  vessel 
or  carriage  beyond  that  aln^ady  experienced.  The  mortars  were  served  eqiiallT 
w(»ll  by  the  mortar  crew  and  gun's  crew,  watch  and  watch,  during  the  bombard- 
nn'nt.  Not  a  mistake  or  an  accident  occurred  in  loading  the  mortars  or  in  filling 
and  fuzing  the  shell,  evincing  the  care  and  pains  taken  by  the  officers  of  the 
division  in  training  their  crews,  as  well  as  the  attention,  in  time  of  action,  by 
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the  latter  to  their  duties.  Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  sleep,  and  regular  meals 
and  cooked  food,  the  officers  and  men  were  ever  ready  to  volunteer  for  any  ex- 
pedition or  service  against  the  enemy.  And  I  must  remark  upon  the  cheerful- 
ness and  alacrity  with  which,  when  much  exhausted,  they  manned  their  boats 
to  keep  up  a  proper  supply  of  powder  and  shell.  The  acting  masters  com- 
manding the  different  vessels  of  the  division  gave  the  direction  of  fire  from  the 
mainmast  head  (from  which  place  only,  was  Fort  Jackson  to  be  seen)  regulating 
the  charges  used  as  required.  They  kept  their  posts  while  engaged  with  scarce 
any  relief,  subject  not  only  to  the  shock  of  their  own  mortars,  but  also  from  the 
one  in  their  rear. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  the  men  during  the  bombardment  is  worthy 
of  all  praise.  The  different  missiles  of  the  enemy,  flying  about  the  division  in 
all  directions,  did  not  distract  them  in  the  least  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
nor,  I  may  say,  from  their  well-earned  rest  at  the  close  of  their  watch. 

Accompanying  me  to  the  John  Griffiths  from  the  Horace  Beales  was  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Edes,  Mr.  Bacon,  (my  clerk,)  and  my  boat's  crew.  Dr.  Edes  had 
every  preparation  made  for  the  care  of  wounded  men,  he  remaining  on  board 
the  Crriffitbs  during  the  bombardment,  ready  to  give  his  services  wherever  needed. 
Mr.  Bacon  acted  as  signal  officer,  and  was  engaged  in  faking  notes. 

I  vieited  each  vessel  of  the  division  frequently,  night  and  day,  while  in  action, 
finding  the  same  good  order  in  each.  The  minute  directions  given  by  you  were 
strictly  carried  out. 

1  havfe  only  to  add  that,  as  the  vessels  and  mortars  are  now  fitted,  the  prepa- 
rations for  action  and  the  service  of  the  mortars  made  beforehand  were  ample, 
and  did  not  require  to  be  altered  in  the  least  during  the  bombardment,  nor  has 
any  suggestion  from  the  seven  days*  actual  service  been  made  in  the  way  of 
improvement,  except  as  a  precaution,  the  breeching  around  the  turn-table. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 
Lieutenant^  Commandinsir  Third  Diciiion  Mortar  Flotilla, 

Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 


Report  relative  to  prisoners  in  tJie  rebel  naval  service  captured  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  forts. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

FarU  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  prisoners  of  war  captured  by  me,  after  the  c^ipitu- 
lation  of  the  forts,  on  board  of  the  steamers  Burton,  Landes,  and  Defiance,  the 
hitter  of  which  was  sunk  by  order  of  John  K.  Mitchell,  late  commander  in  the 
United  State's  navy.  By  order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragnt  1  send  them  home  in 
tin?  Uliode  Island,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  department,  on  account  of  their 
infamous  and  perfidious  conduct  in  setting  fire  to  and  blowing  up  the  floating 
battery  lx)uisiana  and  sending  her  adrift  upon  the  four  vessels  of  ours  that  were 
at  anchor  while  they  had  a  flag  of  truce  flying  and  were  engaged  in  drawing  up 
the  capitulation  of  the  fort,  the  vessels  under  the  command  of  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
with  tlie  exception  of  one,  having  no  colors  up  at  the  time.  These  prisoners 
have  forfeited  all  claim  to  any  consideration,  having  committed  an  infamous  act, 
unknown  in  any  transaction  of  this  kind.  Had  the  Louisiana  blown  up  in  the 
midst  of  our  vessels  she  would  have  destroyed  every  one  of  them.  As  it  was, 
good  fortune  directed  her  towards  Fort  St.  Philip,  where  she  exploded  with 
ga'at  force,  scattering  fragments  all  over  the  work,  Idlling  one  of  their  own  men 
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in  tlie  fort,  and  landing  a  large  beam  close  to  the  tent  of  Oommander  Mcintosh, 
who  was  lying  with  one  arm  blown  off  and  another  broken,  his  knee-cap  shot 
away  and  a  leg  broken.  The  surgeon  in  attendance  pronounced  it  the  most 
perfidious  act  he  had  ever  heard  of.  The  explosion  was  seen  and  heard  for  many 
miles,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  forts  were  blown  up. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  J.  K.  Mitchell  stating  that  the  persons  mentioned 
therein  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  transaction.  I  shall,  however,  carry  out  the 
orders  of  the  flag-officer,  and  send  them  home  in  the  Abode  Island,  subject  to 
the  consideration  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  FloiUla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

List  of  confederate  officers. 

Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell,  1st  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Wilkinson,  2d  Lieutenant  W. 
H.  Ward,  3d  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Whittle,  jr.,  Lieutenant  A.  F.  Warley,  Burgeon 
John  D.  Grafton,  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Harris,  ex-naval  officers  of  the  United 
States;  Purser  L.  E.  Brooks,  Gunner  Wilson,  Boatswain  Jones,  Carpenter 
Cherry,  Captain's  Ck*rk  George  Taylor,  Captain's  Clerk  W.  Clark,  Chief  En- 
gineer W.  Youngblood,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  James  Harris,  2d  Assistant  En- 
gineer M.  Parsons,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  Theo.  Hart,  3d  Assistant  Engineer 
James  Elliott,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  James  Waters. 

Engineers  from  the  Manassas, — Menzis,  3d  assistant  engineer ;  Weaver,  2d 
assistant  engineer;  Culver,  2d  assistant  engineer;  Newman,  3d  assistant  engineer. 


United  States  Steamer  Clifton, 

Near  Fort  St.  Philip,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  officers  of  the  Confederate  States  navy,  now  held  on 
board  this  vessel  as  prisoners  of  war,  had  no  voice  in  the  council  which  deter- 
mined upon  the  destruction  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Louisiana,  on  the 
28tli  ultimo,  viz : 

Surgeon  James  D.  Grafton,  Assistant  Paymaster  L.  E.  Brooks,  Captain's 
Clerk  George  Taylor,  Captain's  Clerk  William  Clark,  Ist  Engineer  W.  Yonng- 
blood,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  James  Harris,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  M.  Parsons, 
3d  Assistant  Engineer  Theo.  Hart,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  James  Elliott,  3il 
Assistant  Engineer  James  Waters,  2d  Assistant  Engineer  Or\'el  Culver,  2d 
Assistant  Engineer  George  W.  Weaver,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  T.  A.  Menzis, 
3d  Assistant  Engineer  William  Newman,  Engineer  Henry  Fagin,  Engineer  J. 
H.  Toombs,  Engineer  J.  H.  Dent,  Gumier  James  Wilson,  Boatswain  Samuel 
Jones,  Carpenter  Virginius  Cherry,  Paymaster's  Steward  I).  Porter. 

I  make  tbe  above  statement  in  consequence  of  having  learned  informally  that 
all  such  officers  would  be  paroled  on  a  representation  of  the  fact  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  Commander, 
Late  in  command  of  the  C.  States  Naval  Forces  near  Fort  Jackson. 

Com.  David  D.  Porter, 

Cmnmandijig  United  States  Naval  Forces  near  Fort  St,  Philip, 
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Special  report  of  Commander  Porter,  commending  the  conduct  of  the  offi,cer9  of 

the  mortar  flotiUa. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Southwest  Pass,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  general  report  to  the  department  I  made  honorable  mention  of 
the  officers  commanding  vessels  and  divisions  in  this  flotilla,  but  I  think  there 
is  something  more  due  to  these  officers  than  a  general  notice,  in  which  manner 
most  every  officer  comes  in  for  a  share  of  approval,  without  its  being  specified 
what  particular  qualities  entitle  them  to  it. 

To  the  commander  of  divisions  in  the  mortar  flotilla  the  country  is  mainly 
indebted  to  the  fall  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  for  the  latter  is  consequent 
on  that  of  the  former.  I  cannot  express  to  you  in  sufficient  terms  the  zeal  and 
ability  displayed  by  Lieutenants  Commanding  Watson  Smith,  W.  W.  Queen, 
and  K.  II.  Breese.  They  have  been  indefatigable  in  drilling  their  men,  infusing 
a  proper  spirit  into  them,  and  carrying  out  my  orders  during  the  bombardment, 
which  lasted  without  intermission  for  six  days  and  nights.  They  gave  them- 
selves but  little  rest.  I  could  draw  no  distinction  between  them.  Neither 
flagged  for  a  moment  in  their  duty,  and  though  they  lost  but  few  men  in  killed 
and  wounded,  they  have  been  exposed  to  as  hot  a  fire  as  the  enemy  were  capa- 
ble of  showering  upon  them.  They  are  the  kind  of  men  to  lead  our  ships  into 
battle,  and  I  hope  that  the  department  will  take  such  notice  of  their  conduct  as 
this  great  occasion  merits. 

To  Commander  Renshaw,  Lieutenants  Commanding  Guest,  Baldwin,  Wain- 
wright,  and  Woodworth  my  thanks  are  particularly  due  for  the  zeal  they  mani- 
fested on  all  occasions  to  serve,  no  matter  in  what  capacity,  and  the  condition  of 
tlieir  vessels  for  service.  If  I  have  not  detailed  in  my  general  report  the  various 
acts  of  these  officers,  it  is  not  because  I  did  not  appreciate  them,  but  because  it 
would  lengthen  my  report,  already  voluminous,  intending  to  do  them  full  justice 
on  this  occasion.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Harrell  has  not  had  the  opportunity 
to  give  the  same  evidence  of  ability,  though  I  have  ever  found  him  ready  to 
carry  out  my  wishes,  as  he  says  his  vessel  is  unmanageable.  He  has,  however, 
done  good  servitc,  and  is  a  zealous  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PORTER,  Commanding  FlotiUa. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  of  Com.  D.  D.  Porter,  enclosing  paroles  of  officers  taken  at  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St,  Philip. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Ship  Island,  May  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  paroles  of  the  officers  captured  in  Fort 
Jackson,  with  the  list  of  men  remaining  at  the  time  of  the  surrender.  The  list 
of  officers  and  men  in  Fort  St.  Philip  must  have  been  sent  to  the  flag-officer, 
t<)gether  with  the  list  of  persons  captured  by  the  Harriet  Lane  in  the  steamers 
Burton,  Landes,  and  Defiimce,  under  late  Conmiander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  consisting 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  crew  of  the  iron  steam  battery  Louisiana,  and  the 
Crescent  artillery,  composed  of  over  a  hundred  officers  and  men.  The  number 
of  men  in  the  two  forts  during  the  bombardment  was  eleven  hundred,  but  about 
two  hundred  left  before  the  flag  of  truce  was  sent  down.  The  rolls  of  the  fort 
were  handed  in  to  the  officers  taking  charge,  but  oar  troops  taking  possession  a 
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short  time  after  ever}- thing  was  thrown  into  disorder,  and  it  was  not  possible  to 
obtain  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[Parole  omitted.] 


Congratulatory  letter  of  the  Secretary  oftJie  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  April  30,  enclosing  the  articles  of  capitulation  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  which  surrendered  on  the  28th  ultimo,  after  a 
bombardment  of  144  consecutive  hours  by  the  mortar  flotilla,  has  been  received. 
I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  flags  taken  in  the  two  forts  on 
that  occasion,  including  the  original  one  hoisted  on  Fort  St.  Philip  when  the 
rebel  forces  declared  the  State  of  Jjouisiana  to  have  seceded  from  the  Union, 
which  have  been  sent  forward  to  the  department 

The  important  part  which  you  have  bonie  in  the  organization  of  the  mortar 
flotilla  and  the  movement  on  New  Orleans  has  identified  your  name  with  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  naval  achievements  on  record,  and  to  your  able  assistance 
Avith  the  flotilla  is  Flag-Ofticer  Farragut  nmch  indebted  tot  the  successful  re- 
sults he  has  accomplished. 

To  yourself  anu  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  mortar  flotilla  the  department 
extends  its  congratulations. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Commander  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  United  States  Mortar  Flotilla,  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


COAST  SURVEY  REPORTS. 

Treasury  Department,  May  22, 1862. 

Sir:  At  the  instance  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  Assistant  F.  H.  Gerdos, 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  servicers  rendered  to  the  fleet  under 
command  of  Flag-olficer  Farragut,  United  States  navy,  and  to  the  mortar  fleet 
under  command  of  Captiin  D.  1).  Porter,  United  States  navy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

•  S.  P.  CHASE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Extracts  from  a  report  of  Assistant  F.  H.  GerdeSy  commanding  surveying 
steamer  Sachem,  to  Professor  A.  £>.  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey, 

April  13. — At  daylight  of  the  13th  of  April  I  again  got  under  way  and  took 
the  lead,  the  gunboats  of  the  flotilla  and  the  naval  vessels  in  the  vicinity  follow- 
ing the  Sachem. 

The  following  disposition  was  made  of  my  party : 

1.  Sub-Assistant  J.  G.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Bowie  repaired  on  board  the 
Owasco,  and  used  during  the  day  a  boat  and  armed  crew  from  that  vessel ;  they 
ascended  the  river  on  the  west  bank. 

2.  Myself  and  Assistant  Jos.  Harris,  after  leaving  the  Sachem  off  the  Salt 
Works  at  anchor,  took  our  own  boat,  with  an  armed  crew,  and  ascended  the 
river  on  the  east  bank. 

3.  Sub-Assistant  R.  E.  Halter  went  with  another  of  our  boats  and  an  armed 
crew  to  the  Salt  Works,  to  occupy  with  a  theodolite  the  top  of  the  chimney  of 
the  old  engine  building,  which  had  been  trigonometrically  determined  by  the 
Coast  Survey. 

We  succeeded  in  the  operations,  and  came  within  three  miles  of  the  forts  be- 
fore night  set  in.  The  last  lines  of  this  day  were  observed  on  Fort  St.  Philip 
flagstaff. 

( )n  our  return  on  board  the  Sachem  we  mapped  the  work  and  brought  it  up 
as  far  as  we  had  progressed  during  the  day. 

April  14. — On  the  14th  of  April,  at  sunrise,  I  consulted  with  Captain  Porter, 
and  we  concluded  to  continue  the  work  and  to  ascend  the  river  until  the  posi- 
tions of  the  hulks  which  support  the  chain  across  the  Mississippi  could  be 
properly  determined. 

A  large  portion  of  the  fleet  went  up  to  the  conspicuous  point  (which  I  have 
named  Porter's  Point)  just  two  miles  below  Fort  Jackson,  and  engaged  the 
enemy  to  draw  their  attention  from  our  boats.  This,  however,  was  only  par- 
tially effected ;  they  had  probably  found  out  the  day  previous  that  engineering 
operations  were  in  progress,  and  now  undertook  to  stop  them.  When  Mr.  Olt- 
manns passed  Porter's  Point,  he  was  fired  on  with  eight  or  nine  rifled  shot,  but 
fortunately  the  whole  damage  consisted  in  breaking  the  blade  of  an  oar.  The 
fire  was  promptly  returned,  and  the  operations  were  continued.  The  observa- 
tions were  successfully  continued  during  this  day,  and  the  mapping  was  com- 
pleted during  the  evening  and  part  of  the  night. 

April  15. — In  the  morning  Captain  Porter  came  on  board,  and  we  consulted 
as  to  the  continuance.  I  sent  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  Bowie  again  up  the  river 
in  the  (Jwasco.  They  ascended  within  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  lower  fort, 
and  were  quite  successful  in  getting  intersections  on  the  hulks  and  on  the  two 
flas:staff*s  of  the  fortifications. 

They  found  that  during  the  previous  night  all  the  signals  which  we  had  put 
up  during  the  day  before  had  been  removed ;  besides,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
number  of  men  were  hidden  in  the  bushes.  There  was  hardly  anywhere  on  the 
shore  a  footing  to  be  got,  and  we  had  to  resort  to  all  kinds  of  observations,  instru- 
ments, and  positions,  some  stations  consisting  of  flags  in  overhanging  branches, 
and  the  angles  were  measured  below  the  same  with  a  sextant,  in  a  boat;  others 
were  chimney-tops  of  deserted  houtles,  on  which  we  mounted  small  theodolites, 
having  to  work  our  way  through  the  roof.     A  few  only  were  on  terra  frma. 

April  17. — I  saw  and  consulted  with  Captain  Porter  and  the  flag-officer.  To 
the  latter  I  gave  a  copy  of  the  map  and  a  memorandum  of  distances,  for  which 
he  expressed  much  gratification.  He  spoke  with  the  highest  regard  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  and  said  many  kind  words  of  the  intrepidity,  determination,  system,  and 
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despatch  of  the  party  uudcr  my  charge,  and  considered  our  Bervices  of  great 
value  to  the  fleet. 

Captain  Porter  desired  me  to  furnish  him  with  points  along  the  shore  every 
100  or  150  metres  apart,  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
the  mortar  vessels  at  given  distances  from  the  forts.  This  was  accomplished 
to-day,  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  Bowie  taking  the  west  side,  and  Mr.  Harris  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  Meantime  three  more  copies  of  the  map  and  memoranda 
were  finished  on  board  and  distributed  to  the  fleet. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  came  out,  and  both  our  boats  were  fired  at 
repeatedly. 

Ajjril  18. — Before  daylight  on  the  18th  of  April  Mr.  Oltmanns  went  on  board 
the  Uari-iet  Lane  and  Mr.  Harris  on  some  other  gunboat,  both  with  directions  to 
assist  in  placing  the  mortar  vessels  exactly  in  such  positions  as  were  marked  ont 
by  Captain  Porter  the  day  before,  and  which  had  been  determined  by  the  same 
gentlemen.  Tow  after  tow,  consisting  of  one  of  the  former  ferry-boats  Westfield 
and  Clifton,  each  with  three  or  four  mortar  boats,  came  up,  and  the  latter  were 
in  a  short  time  stationed  at  given  distances  from  the  forts.  As  soon  as  all  were 
in  position  the  enemy  commenced  firing,  and  from  our  side  the  bombardment 
fairly  commenced. 

Mr.  Oltmanns  and  Mr.  Harris  both  carried  out  my  instructions  to  the  letter, 
and  })laced  the  mortars  in  the  exact  spot  as  designated  by  Captain  Porter,  at  accu- 
rately known  distances.  They  were  during  the  whole  day  under  fire.  Oeneral 
Butler  made  his  appearance  in  the  river  with  7,000  men,  which  he  offered  to  the 
flag-officer. 

April  19. — Early  in  the  morning  I  had  a  conference  with  the  commander,  who 
desired  me  again  to  send  two  officers  to  the  flotilla  for  the  purpose  of  moving  some 
of  the  mortars  to  other  places,  and  furnish  them  with  the  distances  and  beariogB. 
This  was  done  accordingly.  One  of  the  vessels  on  which  Mr.  Harris  was  engaged 
was  struck  by  a  round  shot,  and  another  vessel  where  Mr.  Oltmanns  was  in  a 
boat  alongside  was  sunk  while  he  was  speaking  with  the  captain.  Daring  the 
day  we  furnished  also  two  more  charts  for  the  fleet.  In  the  evening  Captain 
Porter  sent  me  word  again  to  despatch  early  next  morning  two  officers  for  giving 
data.     You  see  they  kept  us  pretty  busy. 

April  20, — Early  in  the  morning  Messrs.  Oltmanns  and  Halter  made  the 
rounds  of  the  mortar  vessels  at  the  request  of  the  commander  of  the  flotilla,  and 
changed  the  position  of  a  few,  giving  them  again  bearings  and  distances. 

I  went  on  board  the  Harriet  Lane  In  the  forenoon,  but  did  not  see  Captain 
I^orter,  who  was  in  his  gig  among  the  fleet.  The  mortar  firing  during  the  day 
was  kept  up  vigorously,  and  1  presume  that  1,500  shots  were  sent  towards  the 
forts. 

In  th(^  evening  an  officer  from  the  Pensacola  came  on  board  to  get  some 
information  about  the  depth  of  the  river  in  the  immediate  locality  of  the  forts, 
and  Mr.  Ohmanns  and  myself  gave  him  all  the  details  that  had  come  under  oar 
observation. 

Ajfrii  22. — At  daylight  Captain  Porter  sent  me  a  note,  requesting  me  to  drop 
down  to  the  Jump,  and  to  wait  for  a  boat  which  had  been  sent  on  an  expedition 
in  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson,  and  to  bring  her  up  the  river  directly  on  her  arrival 
in  the  ^Iis.sisdippi.  I  went  down  with  the  steamer  and  anchored  off  the  upper 
point  of  the  Jump,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  reconnoitre  that  passage  more 
specially.  At  sundown  I  sent  Mr.  Haher  to  the  commander  of  the  flotilla  to 
report  that  we  did  not  see  anything  of  his  boat,  but  that  1  would  wait  during 
th(i  night.  I  received  a  letter  from  him  in  return,  stating  his  fears  that  the 
boat's  crew  would  be  lost,  and  begging  me  to  go  in  search  of  them,  as  he 
had  his  hands  full  of  the  attack  that  in  all  probability  wtis  to  come  off  during 
the  night.  This,  of  course,  was  resolved  on,  and  to-morrow  by  sunrise  a  boat 
will  be  sent  for  the  purpose. 
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April  23. — At  daylight  I  deBpatched  Mr.  Oltmanns,  the  first  mate,  and  a 
crew  of  six  men,  all  doubly  armed  and  well  provisioned  with  food  and  water,  in 
the  second  cutter  in  search  of  the  missing  boat  expedition,  directing  him  to  leave 
written  notices  at  the  mouth  of  the  multifarious  bayous,  naming  the  route  to  be 
pursued,  to  hoist  in  his  boat  the  American  ensign,  and  to  do  anything  in  his 
power  to  find  out  the  crew,  which  must  have  lost  their  way  in  the  labyrinth  of 
marsh  streams.  Mr.  Harris  returned  from  the  fleet  and  brought  me  a  message 
from  Captain  Porter  to  come  up  and  run  alongside.  I  fired  two  32-pounders  as 
a  signal  for  Mr.  Oltmanns  to  return,  and  set  also  a  blue  signal  at  the  fore. 
Calling  on  the  flag-officer,  he  said  he  had  no  vessel  to  spare  from  the  engage- 
ment, and  would  consider  it  a  favor  if  I  would  carry  some  of  his  wounded  men 
in  the  Sachem  to  the  hospital  at  the  mouth  of  the  Southwest  Pass.  He  further 
added  that,  as  he  was  preparing  a  severe  night  attack  with  the  fleet,  it  would 
seem  too  hard  to  carry  those  poor  crippled  fellows  with  him  in  the  fight. 

Of  course  I  at  once  consented  very  cheerfully,  and  repeated  that,  whenever 
he  could  make  use  of  me.  I  would  be  at  his  service.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Oltmanns 
had  not  returned  from  his  search  for  the  boat  expedition,  but  I  had  to  let  him 
shift  for  himself,  knowing  that  he  would  bring  up  somewhere  safely. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  wounded  men  were  sent  on  board,  two  of  whom 
had  suflered  amputation,  and  all  of  them  in  a  dangerous  state.  At  a  quarter  to 
5  I  wa^  steaming  down,  having  made  the  poor  men  as  comfortable  as  I  could. 
]\Ir.  Harris  brought  the  hospital  physician  on  board,  who  took  charge  of  the 
patients,  and  we  sent  them  in  our  double-bunked  boat  on  shore. 

April  24. — The  gunboat  Miami  anchored  alongs^ide  the  Sachem,  bringing  me 
a  verbal  request  from  Captiiin  Porter  to  accompany  General  Butler's  expedition 
to  the  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  I  had  previously  sent  Mr.  Harris  up  to  the  fleet 
to  see  the  commander  and  report  the  derangement  of  our  engine.  At  «>  p.  m. 
General  Butler  arrived  in  the  Saxon  and  called  on  me  in  person,  bringing  me  a 
letter  at  the  same  time  from  Captain  Porter.  I  arranged  with  him  to  meet  him 
as  soon  as  my  repairs  had  been  made  at  Isle  au  Breton,  and  to  send  an  officer 
with  him  in  the  Saxon  to  pilot  his  vessel  through  Pass  a  TOutre.  Mr.  Oltmanns 
also  came  back  from  his  boat  expedition  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson,  having 
been  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort. 

Ajrril  2G. — In  the  morning  Captain  Boggs,  of  the  Varuna  steam-gunboat, 
came  on  board  to  go  with  me  to  General  Butler's  ship;  he  had  lost  his  vessel 
during  the  jmssage  of  the  fleet  past  the  forts  on  the  24th,  being  run  into  from 
two  (liffi-reut  quarters  by  iron-clad  steamers  of  the  enemy.  This  was  a  most 
brilliant  exploit.  His  ship  sunk  with  her  colors  flying,  but  not  before  she  had 
crippled,  burned,  and  sunk  six  of  the  O[)posing  steamers. 

Ill  the  afternoon  I  got  under  way,  the  machinery  working  well  forward.  Wo 
dropped  anchor  alongside  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  I  had  a  conference  with  the 
eoininander.  He  sent  his  and  other  engineers  to  examuie  the  Sachem's  ma- 
chinery, when  all  appeared  right. 

April  21. — We  got  under  way  after  sunrise  and  stood  off  Pass  ^  TOutre,  and 
brou^^ht  over  the  bar  15  feet.  At  noon  we  arrived  off"  Sable  island,  where  we 
found  General  Butler  in  the  steam  transport  Mississippi.  I  called  on  him  and 
had  a  long  conversation  respecting  the  coast.  At  2  o'clock  he  came  on  board 
the  Sachem  and  I  took  him  to  the  rear  of  Fort  Jackson ;  from  thence  he  took 
a  boat  up  to  the  Quarantine,  using  one  of  the  smaller  bayous  for  his  passage. 
I  <l<'spatched  Mr.  Harris  at  once  to  stake  out  a  four-foot  line  along  the  coast,  as 
the  general  intends  to  make  an  experiment  with  his  rifled  guns  on  the  forts  from 
here.  We  also  ascertained  the  distance  by  bearings  on  Forts  St.  Philip  and 
Jackson.  Mr.  Halter  reported  again  to  me,  and  was  sent  out  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening  to  stake  out  the  boat  channel  to  the  Quarantine  with  lamps,  so  that 
troops  might  be  conveyed  there  during  the  night.  He  returned  at  2  o'clock, 
having  successfully  performed  the  task.     Four  hundred  men  were  sent  in  safety 
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during  the  night,  and  the  garrison  at  the  camp  of  the  Quarantine  no^r  consists 
of  one  full  regiment.  In  the  morning  the  captain  of  the  gunboat  Miami,  which 
was  aground  close  by  the  Sachem,  sent  on  board  requesting  assistance.  I  ran 
ahead  of  him,  sent  him  a  nine-inch  hauser,  and  got  him  afloat  by  S  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  I  sent  Messrs.  Oltmauns  and  Harris  to  Fort 
Bayou  to  put  up  a  signal — Mr.  Halter  having  found  out  in  the  morning  that 
both  signals  at  this  place  and  at  Raccoon  Point  were  lost.  While  the  boat  was 
away,  at  2.3C  p.  m.,  both  secession  flags  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip  were 
hauled  down.  The  most  intense  excitement  followed.  I  saw  the  Hairict  Lane 
and  three  other  steamers,  with  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  fore,  steaming  up  to  the 
forts,  and  directly  afterwards  saw  a  large  steamer  of  the  enemy  enveloped  in 
flames.  This  proved  to  be  the  new  iron-clad  battery  Louisiana ;  she  burned 
entirely  down.  At  about  quarter  before  3  her  magazine  exploded  with  a  crash 
and  shock  the  like  of  which  I  never  witnessed.  The  cloud  of  smoke  rose  to 
an  estimated  height  of  at  least  six  hundred  feet,  and  pieces  of  the  wreck  could 
be  seen  flying  in  t-lie  air  very  distinctly.  At  3  o'clock  the  Harriet  Liane  came 
up,  and,  after  the  firing  of  one  gun,  I  had  the  inexpressible  delight  of  seeing  the 
stars  and  stripes  waving  once  more  over  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  I  fired 
a  salute  directly,  and  gave  the  information  to  other  vessels  near.  I  sent  a  recall 
for  my  party,  there  being  no  further  use  to  prosecute  the  work  here,  and  Captain 
Porter  had  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should  join  him  at  the  forts  as  soon  as  they 
were  ours.  In  the  evening  General  Williams  cnme  in  the  Miami,  and,  when  1 
communicated  the  news,  the  cheering  "Yankee  Doodle"  and  "Hail  Columbia" 
it  seemed  would  never  end.  At  11  o'clock  p.  m.  we  got  under  way  and  steamed 
towards  Pass  j\  TOutre. 

April  29. — "We  crossed  the  bar  at  6  a.  m.  with  fifteen  feet,  half-tide,  running 
the  north  side  of  the  "middle  ground"  Jigain  as  before.  Wo  passed  the  forts 
earlv  in  the  aftenioon.  At  4  o'clock  I  took  the  commander  of  the  flotilla  over 
to  Fort  Jackson,  my  officers  having  also  arrived  in  a  separate  boat.  We  in- 
spected closely  for  a  couple  of  hours  the  damage  done  by  the  mortars,  and  I 
cannot  understand  to  this  minute  how  tlu»  garrison  could  have  possibly  lived  so 
Jong  in  the  enclosures. »  The  destniction  goes  beyond  all  description ;  the  ground 
is  torn  by  the  shells  as  if  a  thousand  antediluvian  hogs  had  rooted  it  up;  the 
holes  are  from  three  to  eight  feet  deeji,  and  are  very  close  together,  sometimes 
within  a  couph^  of  feet ;  all  that  was  wood  in  the  fort  is  completely  consumed  by 
fire ;  the  brick- work  is  knocked  down ;  the  arches  stove ;  guns  are  dismounted ; 
gun-carriages  broken,  and  the  whole  presents  a  drejidful  scene  of  destruction. 

Ajfr'd  30. — Pearly  in  the  morning  1  received  a  communication  from  the  com- 
mander requesting  me  to  await  here  his  return  from  New  Orleans,  where  he  goes 
to-day  in  the  Harriet  Lane. 

1  also  hear  that  a  gunboat  is  going  north,  and  I  conclude  therefore  this  report* 
to  send  by  the  same. 

Allow  me  to  add  a  few  words  to  express  the  high  gratification  which  the  gal- 
lant and  abl(»  deportment  of  my  officers  has  given,  not  only  to  myself,  but,  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  to  everybody  in  the  flt'ct.  and  to  the  general  of  the  land 
forces.     1  hope  you  will  say  that  we  have  done  our  duty. 
Very  respectfuUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  GERDE8, 
Assistant  United  States  Coast  Survey, 
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Report  of  Joseph  Harris,  United  States  Coast  Survey  ^  of  some  of  the  incidents 
that  came  under  his  notice  and  of  his  observations  at  the  forts,  h^c. 

Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  May  4,  1862. 

Sir:  While  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  injuries  received  by  Fort  Jackson 
during  the  bombardment  and  the  passage  of  the  fleet,  several  incidents  came 
under  my  notice,  which,  at  your  request,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
in  writing. 

While  waiting  for  the  boat  to  take  us  off,  on  the  last  day  on  which  we  were 
engaged  in  the  survey.  Mr.  Oltmanns  and  I  fell  into  conversation  with  some 
men  who  had  been  in  the  fort  as  part  of  the  garrison.  One  of  them,  who  said 
he  was  a  New  Yorker,  particularly  informed  us — a  reliable,  intelligent  man, 
from  the  moderation  of  his  statements — ^and  I  think  his  information  well  worthy 
of  note. 

I  shall  merely  record  his  statements,  as  the  conversation  on  our  part,  which 
drew  forth  information  on  the  points  where  we  especially  desired,  is  not  neces- 
sary to  the  understanding  of  them,  and  this  communication  is  likely  to  be  very 
long  without  the  introduction  of  any  irrelevant  matter. 

General  J.  K.  Duncan  had  command  of  both  forts,  and  Colonel  Higgins,  who 
some  years  ago  was  an  officer  of  the  United  States  navy,  had  the  immediate 
command  of  Fort  Jackson.  Colonel  Higgins  has  the  credit  of  being  a  most 
brave  and  vigilant  officer. 

For  forty-eight  hours  my  informant  thought  Colonel  Higgins  had  not  left  the 
ramparts,  and  never  seemed  in  the  least  disconcerted  when  the  bombs  were  fall- 
ing thickest  around  him. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  forces  inside  the  fort  were  northern  men ;  and  there 
were  also  many  foreigners.  The  party  that  seized  the  fort  early  in  1861  was  a 
company  of  German  Yagers,  and  there  were  a  number  of  Irish  also.  In  all 
there  were  some  600  or  700  men  in  the  fort  at  the  time  of  the  bombardment. 
I'he  northern  men  were  mostly  sent  down  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
and  1  imagine  most  of  them  volunteered,  hoping  in  that  way  to  avoid  suspicion, 
and  perhaps  not  to  have  to  fight  against  the  government  after  all. 

(Colonel  Higgins  had  no  expectation  of  being  attacked;  that  is,  he  thought 
no  fleet  could  b<^  brought  against  him  sufficiently  strong  to  risk  an  attack.) 

lliere  was  a  company  of  sharrjshooters  attached  to  the  forces,*  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Mullen.  Tney  numbered  about  two  hundred,  and  were 
largely  recruited  from  the  "riffraff,"  of  New  Orleans.  They  scouted  as  far 
down  as  eight  or  nine  miles  below  the  forts,  and  brought  nightly  reports  to  Fort 
Jackson,  travellin^^  by  the  bayous  and  passes  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  river. 
The  main  body,  however,  lay  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  below  Fort  Jackson, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  it.  From  here  they  fired  on  the  boat  that  pulled 
up  under  that  shore  on  the  14th.  The  grape  ana  canister  shot  that  the  Owasco 
threw  into  the  bushes  made  their  berth  uncomfortable,  and  they  broke  up  their 
camp,  came  into  the  fort  all  wet  and  draggled,  having  thrown  many  of'  their 
anns  away,  and  swore  that  they  would  go  to  New  Orleans ;  and  they  went. 

My  informant  voluntarily  gave  the  credit  of  reducing  the  fort  to  the  "bomb 
fleet."  The  fort  was  so  much  shaken  by  this  firing  that  it  was  feared  the  case- 
mate's would  come  down  about  their  ears.  The  loss  of  life  by  the  bombs  was 
not  great,  as  they  could  see  them  coming  plainly  and  get  out  of  the  way;  but 
the  effect  of  their  fall  and  explosion  no  skill  could  avert. 

About  one  shell  in  twenty  failed  to  explode,  even  those  that  fell  in  the  water 
going  off  as  well  as  the  others.  It  is  well  worth  noting  that  the  bombs  that 
fell  in  the  ditch  close  to  the  walls  of  the  fort,  and  exploded  there,  shook  the 
fort  much  more  severely  than  any  of  those  that  buried  themselvea  in  the  solid 
ground. 

VOL.  ill 24 
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The  firing  was  moHt  destructive  the  first  day,  and  the  vessels  lyin^  on  the 
northciast  side  of  I  lie  river,  which  were  in  plain  view  of  the  forts,  made  nmch 
the  most  efiective  shots.  The  bomb-vessels  lying  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
were  at  all  times  totally  invisible,  the  best  glasses  failing  to  distin^ish  their 
bush  tops  from  the  tre^s  around  them. 

During  thti  bombardment  the  only  guns  that  were  much  used  were  the  rifled 
guns,  of  which  there  were  three,  and  the  four  10-inch  columbiadB  and  Dahlgren 
8-inch  guns,  eight  in  number.  The  mortars  (in  the  fort)  fired  occasionally. 
One  of  the  riflea  guns,  mounted  on  the  fort  proper  before  the  bombardment,  wi» 
sent  two  days  before  the  fire  opened  to  Island  No.  10. 

One  of  the  rifles  in  the  water  battery  was  originally  one  of  the  barbette  gmis, 
a  32-pounder.  It  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  be  rifled,  and  a  week  after  the 
second  one  was  sent ;  but  the  first,  on  trial,  proving  a  failure,  the  second  was 
not  changed. 

The  large  columbiad  in  the  water  battery  was  mad(f  somcjwhere  in  secessiav 
but  (exactly  where  my  informant  did  not  know. 

The  fort  was  in  perfect  order  when  the  bombardment  commenced,  it  having 
always  been  very  strictly  policed,  and  the  dirt,  which  now  disfigures  eveiy 
thing,  is  the  accumulation  of  a  few  days. 

The  water  did  not  enter  the  fort  until  the  levee  had  been  broken  with  bombs, 
and  during  the  summer  of  1861,  when,  the  Mississippi  was  even  higher,  the 
parade  ground  was  entirely  dry.  There  was  very  little  sickness  in  the  fort,  the 
water  probably  not  having  stood  long  (jnougli  to  create  miasma. 

'I'he  discipline  in  the  ibrt  was  very  strict;  but  what  seemed  to  be  felt  more 
than  the  strictness  was  the  bringing  in  of  very  young  and  entirely  inexperienced 
officcrrs,  who  were  placed  in  command  of  othi^s  much  their  superiors  in  knowledge. 

Suspected  men  were  closely  watched,  and  the  punishment  for  improper  tiuk 
among  them  was  to  tie  a  rope  around  the  off'{>nd<TS  and  let  them  float  in  the 
stinking  ditch. 

The  impression  we  derived  from  this  part  of  the  conversation,  however,  was 
that  the  fort  was  very  well  governed,  and  that  the  man  who  was  speaking  had 
not  often  come  under  the  displeasure  of  the  authorities,  for  he  was  not  eloquent 
on  the  subject  of  his  wrongs. 

The  chain,  as  first  stretched  across  the  river,  was  quite  a  formidable  obstacle. 
The  chain  was  brought  from  Pensacola,  and  was  a  very  heavy  one.  It  was 
supported  by  heavy  logs,  30  feet  long,  only  a  few  feet  apart,  to  tlie  under  side 
of  each  of  which  the  chain  was  pinned  near  the  up  stream  end.  The  chain 
was  kept  from  sagging  down  too  far  by  seven  heavy  anchors,  from  which 
small  chains  ran  to  the  main  chain. 

These  anchors  were  buoyed  with  can-buoys  taken  from  Pilot  Town.  In  a 
few  months  a  raft  formed  on  the  upper  side  of  this  chain  which  reached  up  to 
the  forts,  and  its  weight  swept  away  the  whole  obstruction,  and  went  to 
carrying  the  buoys  with  it. 

It  was  then  replaced  by  the  lighter  chain,  buoyed  by  hulks  there,  three  wc 

ago.  Two  of  the  large  can-buoys  were  placed  in  the  magazine  in  the  water 
battery.  The  night  that  Flag-Officer  Farnigut's  fleet  passed  up  Colonel  Hig- 
gins  was  so  sure  of  destroying  it  that  he  allowed  the  first  vessel  to  come  up 
with  the  fort  before  opening  fire,  fearing  that  they  would  be  drove  back  prema* 
turely  and  escape  him.  When  they  succeeded  in  passing  he  remarked,  **  Our 
cake  is  all  dough ;  we  may  as  well  give  it  up." 

During  this  engag(*ment  a  Captiiin  Jones,  from  the  back  country,  had  charge 
of  those  casemate  guns  which  were  firing  hot  shot.  Ih'  depressed  the  muzzles 
of  his  guns  very  considerably,  fearing  to  fire  too  high,  and  being  desirous  of 
working  his  guns  vigorously  had  them  run  out  with  a  jerk,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  the  balls  rolled  harudessly  into  the  moat,  and  the  guns  blazed 
away  powder  and  hay-wads  at  a  most  destructive  rate. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       371 

'Iliis  continued  until  some  of  the  officers  on  the  ramparts,  observing  how 
much  his  shot  fell  short,  told  him  of  it.  He  then  commenced  operations  on  one 
particular  vessel r'which  he  kept  at  until  some  one  informed  him  that  he  was 
devoting  himself  to  one  of  their  own  chain  hulks. 

The  enemy's  gunboats  did  not  come  up  to  the  expectations  that  were  formed 
of  them.  The  Liouisiana,  especially,  was  very  much  relied  on,  but  her  crew  of 
200  men  were  drunk  at  the  time  that  they  should  have  done  their  duty  best.  I 
could  not  find  out  anything  about  her  from  this  man,  as  he  had  never  been 
aboard  of  her,  and  did  not  believe  the  exaggerated  stories  that  were  told  here 
about  her. 

The  small  loss  of  life  in  the  fort  is  due,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  fact  that  the 
men  have  been  careftilly  kept  below,  only  the  guns*  crews  being  allowed  out  of 
shelter.  The  New  Yorker  was  a  powder-passer  for  the  battery  in  which  the 
rifled  gun  and  the  large  columbiads  of  the  main  fort  were,  and,  therefore,  had  a 
good  opportunity  of  seeing  what  went  on,  they  being  in  pretty  constant  use. 

( )ne  bomb  broke  into  the  officers'  mess-room  while  they  were  at  dinner,  and 
rolled  on  the  floor;  as  it  lay  between  them  and  the  door  they  could  not  escape, 
but  all  gathered  in  a  comer  and  remained  then*  in  terrible  suspense  until  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  fuse  had  gone  out,  and  they  were  safe. 

On  the  flrst  night  of  the  firing,  when  the  citadel  and  outhouses  were  all  in 
flames,  the  magazine  was  in  very  gi-eat  danger  for  some  time,  and  a  prdftise 
supply  of  wet  blankets  was  all  that  saved  it;  there  was  great  consternation 
that  night,  but  afterwards  the  garrison  got  used  to  it,  Jind  were  very  cool.  A 
bomb  broke  into  the  secret  passage  cut  in  the  fort.  One  of  the  soldiers  went 
into  it  some  distance,  when  he  was  discovered  by  General  Duncan  and  ordered 
out.  The  passage  was  then  filled  up  and  a  guard  placed  over  the  entrance  to 
keej)  ev<iry  one  away  from  it.  This  was  told  me  by  Major  Santelle,  command- 
ant of  the  fort. 

Fort  .Jackson  mounted  33  32-pounder8  on  main  parapet,  2  columbiads  on  main 
parapet,  1  rifle  gun  on  main  parapet,  2  columbiads  in  2d  bastion,  1  9-inch  mortar 
in  2d  bastion,  1  columbiad  in  3d  bastion,  2  8-inch  mortars  in  3d  bastion,  8  32- 
pounders  in  northwest  casemates,  6  32-pounder  guns  in  northeast  casemates,'  10 
short  guns  in  bastion  casemates,  2  brass  field  pieces,  2  rifled  guns  in  water  bat- 
tery, 1  10-inch  columbiad  in  water  battery,  1  9-inch  columbiad  in  water  bat- 
tery, 3  32-pounder  guns  on  outer  curtain — 75  guns  in  all. 

I  am  not  positive  about  the  calibre  of  the  guns.  Those  that  I  have  called 
32-pounders  had  a  calibre  of  6.4  inches,  and  I  am  not  auite  positive  that  there 
are  10  short  32-pounder  guns  in  the  bastion  casemates,  though  such  is  my  recol- 
lection. Of  these  euns  four  were  dismounted,  but  I  could  not  see  that  the  gnn 
proper  was  injured  in  any  case;  of  the  gun-carriages  eleven  were  struck, 
several  of  them  being  entirely  destroyed;  and  of  the  traverses  no  less  than 
thirty  were  injured.  A  large  proportion  of  the  last  injured  were  on  the  western 
side  of  the  outer  curtain,  (where  only  these  guns  were  mounted,)  twenty  out  of 
thirty-nine  being  more  or  less  injured. 

The  ramparts  of  the  fort  proper  were  very  severely  damaged  on  every  side, 
but  piirticularly  on  the  two  northern  ones ;  there  has  been  great  patching  with 
sand  bags  needed ;  several  of  the  entrances  from  the  parade  ground  under  the 
ramparts  are  masses  of  ruins,  some  of  them  being  one-third  choked  up  with 
<lebris. 

Th(^  casemates  are  cracked  from  end  to  end ;  one  of  the  bastion  casemates  has 
the  roof  broken  through  in  three  places;  another  in  one  place,  and  its  walls  are 
HO  badly  cracked  that  daylight  shines  through  very  plainly,  the  cracks  being 
about  4  inches  wide. 

The  entrances  to  the  casemates  are  nearly  all  damaged,  the  roofs  cracked  and 
masses  of  brick  thrown  down  or  loosened.     AU  the  buildings  were  destroyed  by 
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fire  or  bomb-shellci,  the  two  western  bastioiiri  and  the  citadel  being  completelj 
burned  out.     The  walls  of  the  citadel  are  cracked  in  many  places  very  oadly. 

Eighty-six  shot  and  splinters  of  shell  struck  its  faces.  The  amount  of  dam- 
age here  reported  would  hardly  be  credited  by  any  one  who  had  taken  a  casual 
survey  of  the  premises,  and  I  myself  should  have  considered  it  exaggerated  if 
I  had  read  it  after  passing  through  hastily  the  iirst  time.  After  careiul  exami- 
nation, however,  the  impression  left  on  my  mind  is  of  a  place  far  gone  on  the 
road  to  ruin,  which  will  stand  but  little  more  before  it  will  come  down  about  its 
defenders'  ears.  Everything  about  the  fort  appears  to  have  started  from  its 
place,  some  hardly  perceptible,  others  so  much  that  it  would  be  bard  to  find 
where  the  proper  place  is. 

I  do  not  profess  an  acquaintance  with  such  matters,  but  it  looks  to  me  as  if  the 
whole  structure  would  have  to  be  demolished  and  rebuilt  if  the  government 
ever  intend  to  fortify  the  site  again. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  hastily  thrown  together  the  more  important  part  of  the 
information  I  was  able  to  collect ;  had  my  time  been  more  extended  I  migbt  have 
been  able  to  gather  more  of  the  incidents  of  the  siege;  and  had  I  supposed  it 
desirable  to  reduce  it  to  writing  I  might  have  obtained  a  fuller  account  from 
those  I  did  question ;  but  my  conversation  was  merely  to  gratify  my  own  curi- 
osity and  pass  away  an  unoccupied  hoiu*.  Hoping  that  you  may  find  this  com- 
munication of  some  value,  I  remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HAERIS. 

F.  H.  Gerdes,  Esq., 

Assistant  United  States  Coast  Survey, 


WESTERN  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Caiyture  and  burning  of  schooner  Columbia,  of  Galveston,  April  5,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  made  by  Acting  Master 
Thomas  Pickering  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Charles   Hunter,  commanding 
United  Stat(?s  steamer  Montgomery,  of  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  schooner 
Columbia,  of  Galveston,  loaded  with  cotton  and  l)ound  to  Jamaica. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer  Western  Ctulf  Blockading  Squadron . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Montgomery, 

Off  St,  Loins  Pass,  Texas,  April  5,  18G2. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  with  the  launch  (Paymaster 
Thos.  Niblo  accompanying  me  as  a  volunteer)  and  whale-boat,  the  latter  under 
the  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Robert  Barstow,  to  enter  the  harbor  and 
captuns  bring  out,  or  destroy  a  large  schooner,  se(^n  from  our  decks  at  anchor 
inside.     I  herewith  submit  n^port  of  the  expedition. 

Left  the  ship  at  6.30  p.  ni.,  and  crossed  the  bar  safely,  though  the  surf  wafl 
rolling  heavily.     We  then  slackened  our  speed  to  pass  the  fort  known  to  be 
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inside  under  cover  of  the  night.  This  precaution  failed  to  avail  us,  however, 
for  when  abreast  of  it  (the  fort)  they  fired,  the  shot  passing  through  the  side  of 
the  launch.  Without  returning  the  fire,  knowing  that  our  success  depended 
upon  expedition,  pulled  rapidly  for  the  schooner,  which,  reaching,  was  boarded 
in  each  waist  without  firing  a  shot.  We  took  possession  of  her,  the  crew, 
consisting  of  seven  men,  being  completely  surprised.  Found  she  was  the 
Columbia,  of  Galveston,  loaded  with  cotton,  ready  for  sea,  and  bound  for 
Kingston,  Jamaica. 

Prepared  everj'thing  for  kedging  her  out,  when  we  discovered  a  large  sloop 
bearing  down  on  us.  Made  everything  ready  for  her  reception,  and,  on  her 
coming  alongside,  boarded  and  took  possession  of  her.  Found  she  brought  the 
captain  of  the  schooner,  seven  passengers,  and  stores  from  Galveston.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  the  only  event  occurred  which  could  mar  the  entire  success  of 
the  expedition,  George  Rice,  seaman,  being  seriously  wounded  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a  carbine  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  shipmates.  Secured  the 
prisoners,  and  for  two  hours  made  every  effort  to  warp  the  schooner  out.  Find- 
ing we  had  made  little  if  any  progress,  I  gave  the  order  for  firing  her  fore  and 
aft ;  and  I  hope  the  follo>nng  reasons  will  justify  me  in  your  opinion  for  so 
doing. 

There  was  a  strong  flood  tide  and  head  wind,  and  the  alarm  having  been 
given,  I  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  an  overwhelming  force  would  soon 
be  brought  against  us ;  and,  from  the  schooner's  position,  she  was  untenable, 
being  so  near  the  shore  that  she  could  be  commanded  by  riflemen  as  well  as  the 
gims  in  battery. 

The  sloo}),  with  prisoners,  escorted  by  the  whale-boat,  then  shoved  off,  the 
launch  remaining  to  see  that  the  fires  would  be  effective  in  destroying  the  vessel, 
and  then  followed,  repassing  the  battery  in  safety,  and  anchoring  inside,  as  near 
the  breakers  as  possible,  to  await  daylight,  it  being  too  dangerous  to  attempt, 
particularly  with  a  sloop  in  tow  or  overloaded  boats,  at  night. 

At  early  dawn,  finding  the  surf  still  rolling  high,  was  compelled  to  give  up 
the  sloop  to  prisoners,  liberating  them,  and  hurry  off  to  the  ship,  as  we  were 
within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  We  had  been  under  way  but  a  few  moments 
when  we  were  fired  at,  the  shot  luckily  falling  short,  but  close  to  the  whale-boat. 

1  cannot,  in  justice,  omit  to  mention  that  to  Mr.  Barstow  and  Mr.  Niblo  I  am 
obliged  for  their  ready  aid  and  prompt  furtherance  of  my  orders,  and  to  the 
crew  for  their  willing  obedience  and  discipline. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  ^rvant, 

THOS.  PICKERING,  Acting  Master. 

Lieutenant  Charlks  Hunter, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Montgomery. 


Engagements  of  the  New  London  and  other  ressels  with  rebel  steamers  on  the 

25th  of  March  and  ith  of  April,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River,  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith,  for  the  infonnation  of  the  department,  two  reports 
made  to  me  (dated  March  20  and  April  5,  1862)  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Abner  Read  of  two  engagements  between  his  vessel  and  others  and  some  rebel 
:» teamen*. 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  OiDRON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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United  States  Steamer  New  London, 

Off  Ship  Island,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  instant  two  rebel  steamers  were  du- 
covered  at  Pass  Christian.  The  New  London  got  under  way  immediately  and 
stood  for  that  place,  and  approached  as  near  as  practicable  on  account  of  shoal 
water.  The  rebel  boats  approached  within  two  thousand  yards,  when  the 
engagement  began ;  the  New  London  begining  the  action  on  finding  the  enemy 
not  disposed  to  come  nearer.  The  fight  lasted  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes, 
during  which  time  we  fired  one  hundred  and  sixty  shots  of  all  kinds.  There 
were  none  injured  on  this  vessel,  nor  the  vessel  herself.  The  vessels  of  the 
enemy  engaged  were  the  steamers  Oregon  and  Pamlico ;  from  their  movements 
each  of  them  seemed  to  be  struck  two  or  three  times.  After  the  engag^ement 
the  enemy  left  for  the  lakes.  We  remained  on  the  ground  until  they  were  out 
of  sight  and  then  returned  to  Ship  island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scr^'ant, 

A.  READ, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Ofiicer  D.  G.  Farra<u't, 

Camman  fling  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  New  IjOndon, 

Off  Ship  Mandy  April  5,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant  we  left  Ship  island,  in  company 
with  the  United  States  steamer  J.  V.  Jackson  and  the  transport  steamer  Heniy 
Lewis,  with  the  Connecticut  9th  volunteer  regiment  on  board,  to  coH>peratc 
with  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  landing  at  Biloxi.  The  huiding 
was  made  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  New  London  and  J.  P.  Jackson 
anchoring  ofi*  the  town.  The  next  day,  about  4. 30  p.  m.,  the  troops  embarked, 
when  all  got  under  way  and  stood  for  Pass  Christian,  intending  to  make  a  hmd- 
ing  there  the  following  day.  At  10  a.  m..  having  taken  a  favorable  position  for 
the  night,  we  came  to  anchor.  On  the  4th  day  of  April,  at  4.40  a.  m.,  throe 
rebel  steamers  wore  discovered,  standing  down  to  make  an  attack.  The  action 
was  immediately  begim  by  the  New  London,  Jackson,  and  Lewis,  with  the 
rebel  steamers  Orogcm,  Pamlico,  and  Carondelet;  but,  after  its  continuation  for 
about  thirty  minutes,  the  Lewis  was  withdrawn  on  account  of  the  crowded  state 
of  her  decks.  The  New  London  and  Jackson  continued  the  fight  for  one  hour 
and  forty-five  minutes,  when  the  enemy  withdrew,  apparently  much  injured. 
About  9  a.  m.  tlu*  United  States  steamer  Ilatteras  joined  us,  and,  being  senior 
officer,  took  comniand.  While  the  landing  was  being  effected  at  Pass  Christian, 
a  rebel  merchant  steamer  appeared  to  th(^  eastward  and  was  immediately  pur- 
sued by  the  New  London  and  Jackson.  After  a  chase  of  about  an  hour  she 
was  captured,  and  provc^l  to  be  the  reb(^l  steamboat  P.  C.  Wallis,  loaded  with 
tiu'pentine,  rosin,  and  lime. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  sersant, 

A.  READ, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Acting  Master  L,   TV.  Pennington's  report  of  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Liv- 
ingston, iff'.. 

United  States  Schooner  Henry  Janes, 

ApHI  28,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  25th  1  received  orders  from  Lieutenant  Smith  to 
prepare  for  sea,  which  I  did;  and  on  the  26th  I  received  orders  to  proceed, 
without  delay,  to  Basticn's  bay,  to  blockade  the  same,  which  is  within  eight 
miles  of  Fort  Livingston.  The  wind  being  light,  I  drifted  more  to  the  west- 
ward than  I  anticipated,  and  brought  up  at  Fort  Livingston.  There  I  fell  in 
with  the  United  States  schooner  Kittatinny,  three-masted.  The  George  W. 
Mangum,  2d  division,  and,  directly  after,  the  Orvetta,  Captain  Blanchard,  came 
to  by  us.  We  anchored,  and  I  wiis  informed  by  the  captain  of  the  Kittatinny 
that  the  rebels  in  Fort  Livingston  hoisted  the  secession  flag  every  Sunday,  and 
on  that  day  only.  On  the  27th  instant,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  I  espied  a  flag  of  truce 
on  the  forts.  I  immediately  lowered  the  first  cutter  and  went  on  shore,  but  the 
Kittatinny *s  boat  reached  the  fort  five  minutes  in  advance  of  me,  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  hoisting  the  American  flag  on  the  ramparts  of  the  fort,  which  I 
should  have  liked  to  do.  After  reaching  the  fort  I  met  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Angelo  Yunata,  whom  I  was  formerly  acquainted  with  in  New  Orleans.  He 
had  been  in  service  six  months  at  Fort  Livingston,  at  which  place  he  was  bom, 
or  at  least  two  miles  off*  from  the  fort.  There  were  also  five  other  men,  four 
women,  and  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  inhabitants  of  the  island,  except 
one  woman,  who  is  a  resident  of  New  Orleans.  Her  husband  was  among  the 
troops  that  left  the  fort — the  wife  being  sick  and  not  able  to  move,  having  been 
confined  to  her  bed  by  child-birth  three  days  previous.  From  her  I  obtained 
most  of  my  information.  She  says  the  fort  was  in  charge  of  Colonel  Theouve, 
and  there  were  330  soldiers  in  all,  chiefly  French  and  Italians ;  that  they  were 
poorly  clad,  and  had  but  little  to  eat. 

The  letter  that  1  send  with  this  despatch  was  found  in  the  fort.  Your  can 
judge  for  yourself  of  their  condition.  The  woman's  name  is  Colorick;  she 
washed  for  them  in  the  fort  and  never  received  a  dollar  for  her  services.  When 
they  left  she  had  nothing  to  eat,  and  they  set  fire  to  what  was  in  the  fort.  She 
says  Colonel  Theouve  told  her,  the  night  of  the  25th,  that  New  Orleans  was  in 
possession  of  the  Union  troops;  that  the  rebels  laid  down  their  arms  without 
resistance.  He  (Colonel  Theouve)  left  New  Orleans  on  the  morning  of  the  25th 
InstAut. 

It  takes  eight  hours  to  come  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Livingston  by  water, 
the  shoalest  depth  three  feet.  The  steamboat  Bee,  that  carried  the  troops  from 
the  fort,  is  now  up  i\\v  bay,  out  of  reach  of  our  vessels,  but  can  be  taken  by 
our  boats.  They  had  a  quarrel  about  the  boats  the  night  they  left,  she  being 
owned  by  the  planters  on  the  mainland,  part  of  whom,  the  man  Angelo  says, 
are  Union  men.  He  says  most  of  the  people  on  the  opposite  side  are  in  favor 
of  the  Union.  The  Temple,  a  small  battery  above  Fort  Livingston,  is  also 
evacuated,  and  only  two  guns  left  there,  of  a  small  size.  We  found  at  Fort 
Livingston  eleven  32-j>ounders,  complete;  one  8-inch  columbiad,  new,  painted 
red;  one  80-ponnd  rifled  gun,  three  spare  field  carriages,  one  thousand  32-pound 
shot,  seven  conical  shell,  four  barrels  flour,  one  coil  Manilla  rope,  six  shovels, 
four  axes,  eight  pickaxes,  one  can  turpentine,  two  ains  paint-oil,  twenty  train- 
ing tracks,  seven  cases  of  gla^s,  and  seventeen  barrels  of  beef.  The  officers' 
department  I  found  furnished  comfortably — plenty  of  wine,  a  number  of  papers, 
(none  later  than  the  18th  instant,)  which  I  have.  I  left  the  fort  in  charge  of 
Captain  Sampson,  whose  boat  made  the  landing  fi\e  minutes  in  advance  of 
mine.  The  fort  is  in  very  good  order ;  the  cannon  look  well ;  the  rifled  one  and 
the  8-inch  columbiad  are  fine  guns,  and  the  former,  I  think,  is  of  very  long 
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range.  They  said  at  the  fort  that  Colonel  Theouve  thought  we  would  attack 
him  very  early  in  the  morning  with  our  vessels.  They,  set  fire  to  the  fort 
and  to  a  brig  loaded  with  cotton,  which  had  just  bent  her  sails  the  day  we 
reached  there,  and  was  going  to  sea  that  night ;  the  fort  we  saved  from  the 
flames.  Angelo  Yunata,  as  soon  as  I  met  him,  pulled  out  eighty  dollars  in  con- 
federate notes,  and  said  "  that  was  the  fruits  of  his  six  months'  labor,  and  he 
would  make  me  a  present  of  it."  He  also  handed  me  his  vessel's  papers,  issued 
at  New  Orleans  26th  September. 

I  left  the  fort  at  4  p.  m.  27th  instant.  At  8  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  28th 
I  espied  a  lot  of  small  craft  at  the  entrance  of  Bastien  bay.  I  tacked  ship  and 
stood  toward  them  until  in  nine  feet  of  water,  and  then  came  to  anchor,  lowered 
away  two  of  my  boats  and  went  to  them.  On  examination  I  found  nothing  in 
them.  They  were  fishing  and  oystering  boats,  ranging  from  five  to  twenty  tons, 
seven  in  number,  besides  seven  skiffs.  Their  owners  I  found  encamped  on 
Shell  island,  and  forbid  them  taking  their  boats  out.  Captain  Godfrey  came  in 
after  me,  and,  as  I  had  despatches  tor  Captain  Porter,  I  told  Captain  Godfrey 
he  had  better  look  out  and  keep  them  in.  They  cannot  get  through  inside,  as 
he  lies  at  the  entrance,  which  is  ea>»y  to  blockade.  They  say  that  they  carry 
oysters  to  New  Orleans,  but  the  river  being  high  they  cannot  get  through  the 
canal.  I  could  get  no  information  from  them  in  regard  to  how  they  were  situ- 
ated at  the  forts.  I  believe  they  are  stiitioned  there  to  take  off  the  prisoners,  if 
they  have  to  surrender. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  W.  PENNINGTON, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Com.  David  I).  Portkr, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 


Correspondence  Jor  the  surnnder  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  May  14,  1862. 

Sir:   1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  th(j  information  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  correspondence  which  has  tak(»n  place  between  Commander  Palmer, 
commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Iroquois,  and  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Baton  Rouge ;  ali^o,  my  correspondence  with  the  mayor  and  his  replies. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

U.  G.  FARRAGUT,. 
Flag- Officer  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D,  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Baton  Rnygc,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  uj)  the  river  and  anchored 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  close  in  abreast  this  city.  I  sent  an  officer  on  shore 
to  summon  the  mayor  on  board,  but,  at?  he  was  not  in  towni,  the  next  in 
authority  accompanied  my  officer  on  his  retuni,  and  I  was  informed  that  the 
Brookljm  and  gimboatB  had  passed  up  without  communicating,  and  that  the 
mayor  and  council  would,  in  the  morning,  be  prepared  to  receive  any  communicar 
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tion  that  1  might  make.     I  accordingly  addressed  the  enclosed  letter,  numbered 
1,  and  received  in  reply  that  marked  No.  2. 

Here  is  a  capital  of  a  State  with  7,000  inhabitants,  acknowledging  itself 
defenceless,  and  yet  assuming  an  arrogant  tone,  trusting  to  our  forbearance. 

1  was  determined  to  submit  to  no  such  nonsence,  and  accordingly  weighed 
anchor  and  steamed  up  abreast  the  arsenal,  landed  a  force,  took  possession  of 
the  arsenal,  barracks,  and  other  public  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
hoisted  over  it  our  flag.     No  resistance  was  offered. 

I  then  addressed  the  mayor  the  communication  marked  3,  to  which  No.  4  is 
the  reply ;  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Brooklyn  hove  in  sight,  coming  down  the 
river  and  anchoring  near  us.  I  reported  what  I  had  done  to  Captain  Craven, 
who  thoroughly  indorsed  my  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  PALMER,  Commander, 

Fliig-Oflicer  D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


No.  1. 

United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir:  As  there  seems  to  be  no  hope  of  a  senior  officer  arriving  this  afternoon, 
I  shall  proceed  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  flag-officer. 

The  same  terms  shall  be  afforded  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  as  were  granted 
to  New  Orleans;  it  must  be  surrendered  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  rights  and  property  of  its  citizens  shall  be  respected ;  but  all  property 
belonging  to  the  so-called  confederate  States  must  remain  intact,  to  be  aelivered 
over  when  demiinded. 

The  flag  of  the  United  States  must  be  hoisted  (m  the  arsenal. 

An  answer  is  expected  this  evening. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  2. 

Mayor's  Office, 
City  of  Baton  Rouge,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  has  been  received,  in  which  you  say  "the  city 
of  Baton  Rouge  must  be  surrendered  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States," 
and  that  the  same  terms  will  be  granted  as  were  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

This  note  has  been  submitted  to  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  I  am  instructed 
to  say  that  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  will  not  be  surrendered  voluntarily  to  any 
power  on  earth.  We  have  no  military  force  here,  and  are  entirely  without  any 
means  of  defence;  its  possession  by  you  must  be  without  the  consent  and 
against  the  wish  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants. 

Further  to  say,  that  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  has  not  in  possession  any 
property  whatever,  except  such  as  acquired  by  the  municipal  law  incorporating 
it,  and  exercises  no  authority  over  any  public  property  whatever. 

Having  no  control  over  the  arsenal,  except  for  purposes  of  preserving  the 
buildings  since  its  evacuation,  it  caoiiot  be  expected  that  this  city  would  be 


378       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY. 

called  on  to  rturrender  it,  or  exercise  any  act  other  than  such  ae  may  be  con- 
servative, and  not  offensive  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  people  by  hoisting'  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  as  required  by  you. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  F.  BRYAN,  Mayor. 
Jas.  8.  Palmer, 

Commander  U.  S.  Steamer  Iroquois,  at  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  3. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir  :.  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  reply  to  my  note  of  yester- 
day's date. 

1  now  inform  yon  that  T  have  taken  possession  of  the  arsenal  and  hoisted  ■ 
over  it  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

War  is  a  sad  calamity,  and  often  inflicts  severer  wounds  than  those  upon  the 
sensibilities.  I  therefore  trust  I  may  be  spared  from  resorting  to  any  of  its 
dire  extremities ;  but  I  warn  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  that  this  flag  must  remain  unmo- 
lested, though  I  have  no  force  on  shore  to  protect  it.  The  rash  act  of  some 
individual  may  cause  your  city  to  pay  a  bitter  penalty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 
His  Honor  B.  F.  Bryan, 

Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge, 


No.  4. 

Mayor's  Opkicb, 
City  of  Baton  Rouge,  May  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  Y'our  note  of  this  date  is  received,  and  I  agree  with  you  that  war  is  a 
sad  calamity,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  its  horrors  will  not  be  visited  by  the 
intelligent  and  Christian  commander  of  a  hostile  fleet  upon  the  innocent  people 
and  unoffending  citizens  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town. 

In  my  former  note  I  disclaimed  any  jurisdiction  over  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  arsenal  is  situated,  and  to  pres(»rve  order  A\nthin  the  limits  of  this  city  has 
always  been  and  will  continue  to  be  my  duty. 

What  de])redations  may  be  c(>nnnitt<'d  without  tli(>  limits  of  Baton  Rouge  the 
authorities  of  this  city  cannot,  in  fairness,  be  held  responsible,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive why  you  should  niak(^  such  requirements  of  the  inhabitants. 

A  moment's  reflection  nuist  convince  you  that  you  have  not  in  conscience, 
moral,  or  by  any  rule  of  international  or  statutory  law,  any  such  right.  But 
should  you  adhere  and  hold  this  city  responsible  for  the  acts  of  men  over  whom 
I  have  no  jurisdiction,  1  ask  that  before  hitting  loose  your  dogs  of  war  you 
give  the  women  and  children  and  peaceable  citizens  an  opportunity  of  avoiding 
the  sad  calamity.  If  there  has  been  to-day  any  manifestation  to  interrupt  your 
proceedings  at  the  barracks,  you  may  be  assured  that  none  of  the  citizens  of 
this  city  were  engaged,  and  neither  will  they  be. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  F.  BKYAN,  Mayor. 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander  United  States  Steamer  Iroquois,  off  Baton  Rouge, 
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No.  5. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  before  your  city  Captain  Palmer  laid  before  me  his  cor- 
respondence with  your  honor  for  the  surrender  of  the  city,  and  has  thus  far 
acted  in  accordance  with  my  views. 

I  have  no  wish  to  interfere  with  your  municipal  authority,  but  desire  that  you 
will  continue  to  exercise  your  functions  as  mayor,  and  maintain  order  in  the 
city,  and  as  the  sole  representative  of  any  supposed  authority,  you  will  suppress 
every  ensign  and  symbol  of  goveniment,  whether  State  or  confederate,  except 
that  of  the  United  States,  whose  flag  has  already  been  hoisted,  by  order  of 
Captain  Palmer,  on  the  arsenal,  and  wTiich  I  expect  will  be  respected  by  your- 
self and  others,  so  far  as  uot  to  permit  it  to  be  disturbed. 

I  understand  that  you  have  a  foreign  corps  employed  as  a  police  guard  for 
the  maintenance  of  good  order.  They  will  be  respected  as  such  and  not  inter- 
fered with,  unless  General  Butler  should  deem  it  necessary  to  take  charge  of  the 
city,  in  which  case  he  or  his  commandant  will  issue  his  own  instructions. 

Permit  me,  herewith,  to  forward  you  a  few  of  his  proclamations. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  8er>'ant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge, 


No.  6. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
At  anchor  off  Baton  Rouge,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  find  upon  examination  a  quantity  of  coal  at  the  foundery  recently 
employed  by  the  coufedcrate  government  casting  shot,  &c.     This  coal  I  shall 
require  for  the  use  of  my  vessels,  and  I  shall  therefore  take  it ;  but  as  a  general 
thing  I  desire  to  trade  with  the  people,  and  pay  for  whatever  I  require. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer  Western  Gulf  Blf/cka ding  Squadron. 
His  Honor  i\\v  Mayor  fff  Baton  Rouge. 


No.  7. 

Mayor's  Ofkick,  Baton  Rouge,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledgt?  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  morn- 
ing's date,  and  in  reply  have  to  say  that  it  is  my  desire  and  earnest  detennina- 
tion  to  maintain  order  and  quiet  in  this  city,  and  to  that  end  shall  employ  all 
the  force  at  my  command.  I  think  I  can  safely  assure  you  that,  so  far  as  the 
citizens  of  this  place  are  concerned,  no  interference  upon  their  part  will  be  made 
with  the  flag  which  you  have  caused  to  be  hoisted  at  the  arsenal,  and,  in  ord(»r 
that  it  may  not  be  molested,  I  have  issued  my  proclamation  enjoining  all  citi- 
zens not  to  interrupt  or  interfere  with  it. 

The  bearer  of  thiB,  Mr.  William  Markham,  of  the  firm  of  Hill  &  Markham, 
are  the  owners  of  the  coal  which  you  inform  me  you  require  for  the  use  of  your 
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vessels.   At  my  instance,  Mr.  Markham  presents  himself  in  person  to  make'ench 
arrangements  for  disposing  of  it  as  may  meet  with  your  expressed  wish. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  jj 

B.  F.  BRYAN,§ Afayor. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


Correspondence  for  the  s^urrender  of  Natchez  and  Vtcksburg. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Near  Natchez,  Mississippi,  May  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  departr 
ment,  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  betwen  Commander  James  8. 
Palmer,  commanding  United  States  gunboat  Iroquois,  and  the  antliorities  of 
Natchez ;  also  the  correspondence  between  Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding 
United  States  gunboat  Oneida,  and  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,  in  relation  to 
the  surrender  of  those  cities  to  the  naval  forces  under  my  command. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Nari/t  Washington,  D,  C, 


United  States  Steamer  iRociUois, 

At  anchor  off  Natchez,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  left  Baton  Rouge  at 
four  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  until  I  overtook 
the  Oneida  and  the  gunboats,  some  forty  miles  below  this,  who  accompanied  me 
into  my  present  position  off  this  city,  which  I  reached  at  two  on  the  afternoon 
of  yesterday.  I  addressed  to  the  mayor  the  accompanying  letter,  (marked  1,) 
which  they  refused  to  rec(five  at  the  landing,  and  the  tone  seemed  to  be  that  of 
resolute  non-intercourse.  This  conduct  being  rather  more  dignified  than  wise, 
I  instantly  seized  the  ferry-boat,  then  on  this  side,  occupied  in  filling  herself 
with  coal,  which  I  intended  to  secure  also,  and  placing  on  board  of  her  a  force 
from  this  squadron  of  seamen  and  marines,  and  a  couple  of  howitzers,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Hamiany,  of  this  ship,  sent  her  across  to  the  landing, 
with  orders  that  if  there  were  not  there  some  of  the  authorities  to  receive  my 
communication,  he  was  to  land  his  force,  march  up  to  the  town,  which  was  about 
half  a  mile  distant,  with  colors  flying,  and  there  cause  the  mayor  to  receive  and 
read  my  letter.  But  when  the  party  had  reached  the  landing  they  found  two 
members  of  the  common  council  sent,  with  an  apolojjcy  from  the  mayor,  to 
receive  my  communication.  They  begged  that  the  force  should  not  be  landed, 
as  they  intended  to  make  no  resistance,  and  s(u*med  disposed  to  acquiesce*  in 
anything  I  demanded. 

The  party  then  returned,  and  the  following]:  morning  I  received  the  enclosed 
reply,  (numbered  2,)  together  with  the  proclamation,  which  I  also  enclose. 

The  city  being  now  virtually  surrendered,  and  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
mayor  so  announced  to  its  inhabitants,  I  concluded  to  send  au  officer  on  shore, 
to  which  purpose  I  sent  the  note  marked  No.  3. 

In  an  hour  or  two.  being  notified,  by  signal,  that  the  committee,  with  an 
escort,  was  in  waiting  to  receive  my  officer,  I  desi>atched  Lieutenant  McNair,  of 
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this  r*hip,  to  a^cHTtain  tVoiu  the  mayor  whetlier  there  were  any  public  buildings 
from  which  tht*  rebel  flag  had  hitherto  been  displayed ;  if  so,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  hoist  there  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  which  I  should  require  to  be 
guarded  and  respected  by  the  authorities;  also  to  say  that  I  was  as  anxious  as 
he  was  to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  town ;  that  we  were  not  here  to 
make  war  upon  its  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  that  I  should  land  no  force  unless 
I  considered  it  absolutely  necessary.  This  officer  was  received  most  courteously 
and  even  kindly  by  the  authorities.  The  mayor  assured  him  that  the  flag  had 
never  been  officially  displayed  in  Natchez ;  that  their  government  had  no  build- 
ings or  property  in  the  town ;  but  that  if  I  chose  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  the  authorities  would  do  their  best  to  protect  it,  but  hoped  they  would 
be  spared  the  responsibility  for  the  possible  act  of  an  excited  populace.  As 
this  city,  like  Baton  Rouge,  had  never  occupied  a  military  position,  but  was 
simply  a  trading  town,  and  as  the  mayor  and  authorities  had  behaved  in  so  sen- 
sible and  gentlemanlike  a  manner,  I  concluded  to  leave  the  question  of  hoisting 
the  flag  open  until  your  arrival,  and  so  informed  them. 

The  policy  of  my  forbearance  I  submit  to  your  better  judgment. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  C>ommander. 

Flag-Oflicer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Guff  Squadron. 


No.  1. 

United  Statks  Steamer  Irouuois, 
At  anchor  off  Natchez y  Mississippi,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir:  In  advance  of  the  squadron  now  coming  up  the  Mississippi,  I  am 
instructed  by  the  flag-oflicer  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Natchez  to 
the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  sam«»  terms  will  be  accorded  as  were  granted  to  New  Orleans  and  Baton 
Rouge.  The  rights  and  property  of  all  peaceable  citizens  will  be  respected; 
but  all  property  in  this  city  belonging  to  the  so-called  confederate  States  must 
be  delivered  up,  and  the  flag  of  the  United  States  must  wave  unmolested  and 
respected  over  your  town. 

V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er\*ant, 

JAS  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Natchez. 


No.  2. 

Mayor's  Office, 
Natchez,  Miss.,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  12th  instant  has  been  received  by  me  and  laid 
bt»fon»  the  board  of  selectmen  of  this  city,  and  I  am  directed  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing reply: 

Coming  as  a  conqueror,  you  need  not  the  inteqiosition  of  the  city  authorities 
to  possess  this  place.  An  unfortified  city,  an  entirely  defenceless  people,  have 
no  alternative  but  to  yield  to  an  irresistible  force,  or  uselessly  to  imperil  inno- 
cent blood.  Formalitiefl  are  absurd  in  the  face  of  such  reality.  So  far  as  the 
city  authorities  can  prevent,  there  wiU  be  no  opposition  to  your  possession  of 
the  city ;  they  cannot,  however,  guarantee  that  your  flag  shall  wave  unmolested 
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in  tho  sight  of  an  excited  people ;  but  such  authority  as  they  poflseBS  will  be 
exercised  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  in  the  city.  As  to  property  be* 
longing  to  the  confederate  States,  they  are  not  aware  of  any  sucn  within  the 
limits  of  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HUNTER,  Mayor. 
James  8.  Palmer, 

Corner  U.  S.  Steamer  Iroquois,  at  anchor  off  Natchez^  Miss, 


PRtiCLAMATION. 


The  city  being  in  the  possession  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
earnestly  requested  that  the  citizens  will  preserve  good  order  and  commit  no 
acts  that  might  provoke  the  injury  of  a  defenceless  people,  and  it  is  hereby 
enjoined  upon  them  that  they  abstain  from  any  such  acts. 

JOHN  HUNTER,  Mayor. 

Mayor's  Office,  Natchez,  Miss.,  May  13,  1862. 


No.  3. 

United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

Off  Natchez,  May  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  shall  send  an  officer  on  shore  to  communicate  with  yon.  I  request 
that  a  committee  may  be  at  the  landing  to  receive  him,  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  8.  PALMER, 
Commander  United  States  Navy, 
His  Honor  John  Hunter, 

Mayor  of  Natchez. 


United  States  Steamer  Onbida, 

Near  Vicksburg,  May  18,  1862. 

7*0  the  Atithorities  of  Vicksburg: 

The  undersigned,  with  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Farragnt  and  Major  G^enenl 

Butler,  respectively,  demand  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  its  defences  to  the 

lawful  authority  of  the  United  StJites,  under  which  private  property  and 

sonal  rights  will  be  respected. 

Respectfullv  yours, 

8.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 


(Also  signed  by  General  Williams.) 


Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division. 


Headquarters,  Vicksburg,  May  18,  1862. 

Sir:  As  your  communication  of  this  date  is  addressed  to  the  "authoritm 
of  Vicksburg,"  and  that  you  may  have  a  full  reply  to  the  said  communicatkm. 
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I  have  to  state  that  MisBissippians  don't  know  and  refuse  to  learn  how  to  sur- 
render to  an  enemy.  If  Commodore  Farragut  or  Brigadier  Greneral  Butler  can 
teach  them,  let  them  come  and  try. 

As  to  the  defences  of  Vicksburg,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Brigadier  General 
Smith,  commanding  forces  at  and  near  Vicksburg,  whose  reply  is  herewith 
enclosed. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  L.  ANTRY, 
Military  Governor  and  Colonel  Commanding  Post, 
S.  Phillips  Lee, 

Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division^ 

United  States  Steamer  Oneida. 


Headufarters  Defences  of  Vicksburq, 

May  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  addressed  to  the  ''authorities  of  Vicks- 

burg,"  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  city  and  its  defences,  has  been  received. 

Regarding  the  surrender  of  the  defences,  I  have  to  reply  that,  having  been 

ordon-d  here  to  hold  these  defences,  it  is  my  intention  to  do  so  as  long  as  in  my 

p«wer. 

Respectfully, 

M.  L.  SMITH, 
Brigadier  General  Cofumanding. 
S.  Phillips  Lee,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division, 


Mayor's  Office, 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  May  18,  1862. 

Your  communication  of  this  date,  addressed  "  to  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,'* 
has  been  delivered  to  me. 

In  reply,  I  will  state  to  you  that,  as  far  as  the  municipal  authorities  are  con- 
cerned, we  have  erected  no  defences,  and  none  are  within  the  corporative  limits 
of  the  city.  But,  sir,  in  ftirther  reply,  I  will  state  that  neither  the  municipal 
authorities  nor  the  citizens  will  ever  consent  to  tlie  surrender  of  the  city. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

L.  LINDSAY,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
S.  Phillips  Lbk,  U.  8.  N., 

Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division. 


United  States  Steamer  Oneida, 
Belmv  Vickshurg,  Mississippi^  May  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  give  you  notice  to  remove  the  women  and  chil- 
dren beyond  the  range  of  our  guns  within  twenty-four  hours,  as  it  will  be 
impossible  to  attack  the  defences  without  injuring  or  destroying  the  town,  a 

froceeding  which  all  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg  seem  determined  to  require, 
had  hoped  that  the  same  spirit  which  induced  the  military  authorities  to  retire 
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from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  rather  than  wantonly  sacrifice  the  lived  and  prop- 
erty of  its  inhabitiints,  would  have  been  followed  here. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
TJ,  S,  N.f  Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division, 
L.  Lindsay,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Vicksburg, 


Mayor's  Office, 
Vickshurgt  Missianppi,  May  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date  was  handed  to  me  at  a  late  hour  this 
evening,  too  late  to  give  public  notice  to  the  women  and  children.  In  conse- 
quence thereof,  I  shall  date  your  twenty-four  hours'  time  from  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, the  22d  instant,  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m. 

Respectfully, 

L.  LINDSAY,  Mayor. 
S.  Phillips  Lee,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Advanced  Division,  TJ,  S,  Steamer  Oneida, 


United  States  Steamer  Onbida, 

Below  Vicksburg,  May  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday 
evening,  and,  in  reply,  have  to  state  that  my  communication  of  yesterday  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  women  and  children  was  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
it  at  my  option  to  fire  or  not,  as  I  might  think  proper,  at  the  earliest  moment 
upon  the  defences  of  the  town,  without  producing  a  loss  of  innocent  life,  and  to 
that  determination  1  shall  adhere. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 
Commanding  Advanced  Naval  Division. 
L.  LiNDJSAY,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Victsburg. 


Encounter  between  gunboats  and  rebel  artillery  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  Chdf 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Batan  Rouge,  June  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  Commander  Palmer's  report  of  an 
encount(»r  between  our  gunboats  and  the  nibel  artillery  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand 
Gulf;  also,  the  report  of  the  death  of  the  acting  assistant  paymaster  of  the 
Katahdin,  survey  of  Assistant  Surgeon  McSherry,  of  the  Sciota,  and  a  report 
against  Master's  Mate  S.  J.  Hazazer,  also  of  that  vessel,  whom  1  shall  send 
north. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer  Western  Crulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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United  States  Steamer  Irouuois, 

Off  Grand  Gulf,  Miss,,  June  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Disappointed  in  not  bearing  from  you,  I  feared  the  rebels  migbt  be 
erecting  batteries  upon  the  bluffs  down  the  river,  and  thus  prevent  any  trans- 
port coming  up  from  New  Orleans ;  and  being  also  anxious  about  the  coal 
vessels,  which  I  supposed  to  be  at  anchor  above  Natchez,  I  despatched  a  gun- 
boat as  far  down  as  that  town  for  information. 

To  my  surprise,  I  learned  upon  her  return  that  you  had  taken  down  the  coal 
vessels  with  you,  and,  in  passiwg  Grand  Gulf,  her  captain  thought  he  discovered 
t'arthworks  in  the  process  of  erection. 

I  accordingly  sent  down  the  Wissahickon  and  Itasca,  under  command  of 
Commander  DeCamp,  who  found  a  battery  of  rifled  guns  actually  there  erected, 
and  a  force  of  some  500  artillerists  ready  to  receive  them.  They  were  pretty 
roughly  handled,  as  the  commander  of  the  Itasca  will  infonn  you,  having  been 
hulled,  the  one  twenty-five  times,  the  other  seventeen.  They,  however,  only 
lost  one  man  killed  and  six  wounded. 

This  being  rather  too  serious  an  obstacle  to  have  in  our  rear,  I  decided  upon 
bringing  the  rest  of  the  squadron  down  and  breaking  up  this  business  before  it 
got  too  formidable ;  but  I  fear  we  cannot  injure  the  batteries  on  the  hill,  and  we 
have  no  remedy  against  their  plunging  shot.  I  feared  to  leave  a  few  gunboats 
only  at  Vicksburg,  as  an  iron-clad  armed  ram  was  reported  ready  at  Yazoo 
river,  and  there  was  no  knowing  when  some  of  the  rebel  gunboats  would  come 
down  from  above,  Fort  Pillow,  we  learned,  having  been  partly  evacuated,  and 
some  heavy  guns  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition  had  arrived  at  Vicksburg; 
besides,  the  gunboats  are  all  of  them  in  a  most  crippled  condition.  The  sick 
list  has  vastly  increased.  The  Katahdin  has  lost  her  paymaster,  whose  remains 
I  send  down  by  the  Itasca.  The  surgeon  of  the  Sciota  having  been  condemned 
by  a  medical  survey,  goes  down  also.  The  men  of  the  Colorado  I  send  down, 
as  tlieir  time  has  expired,  and  all  of  them  are  more  or  less  afflicted  with  scurvy, 
several  of  them  serious  cases.  As  they  were  anxious  to  go,  I  did  not  think  it 
right  to  detain  them. 

We  are  all  short  of  coal  and  provisions,  and  have  but  a  few  days*  oil  for  the 
engines  among  us.  Unless  supplies  come  up,  we  cannot  stay  here  a  week 
longer. 

I  send  the  Katahdin  down  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  lied  river,  in  company 
with  the  Itasca,  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  batteries  on  the  bluffs  be- 
twixt us  and  that  point.  If  thc»re  should  be,  you  will  have  the  information  by 
the  Itasca,  provided  she  C4in  get  by  in  safety. 

This  afternoon  1  shall  drop  down  and  attack  the  batteries. 

I*.  S. — Evening. — This  afternoon  I  dropped  down  abreast  the  town  with  the 
squadron,  excepting  the  lUisca,  on  board  of  which  I  had  already  sent  the  sick 
luid  wounded. 

We  shelled  the  town  for  an  hour,  but  they  deserted  their  batteries,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  rifle  shots,  manifested  no  resistance.  The  heights,  how- 
ever, are  filled  with  riflemen,  and  if  they  give  us  any  more  annoyance  1  shall 
burn  the  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  PALMER, 
Commanding  Advance  Division, 
Flag-Oflicer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 

VOL.  Ill 25 
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Correspondence  between  Flag- Officer  Farragut  and  the  rebel  Greneral  LaveQ, 
with  reference  to  an  attach  on  Rodney,  Mississippi^  in  June,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Battm  Rouge,  June  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  rebel  General 
Lovell,  and  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nichols  to  the  authorities  of 
Rodney. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  ohedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Guff  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

llEADaVARTERS   DEPARTMENT   No.    1, 

Jackson,  Mississippi,  June  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  received  hy  the  mayor  ot 
Rodn(»y,  notifying  him,  in  substance,  that  if  the  vessels  of  the  United  State^t 
navy  are  fired  upon  hy  our  troops  from  or  near  the  town,  vengeance  will  be 
taken  upon  the  women  and  children,  or,  as  the  '\\Titer  is  pleased  to  term  it, 
"  punishment  for  the  offence  will  ho  visited  upon  the  town,"  and  this,  too,  while 
declaring  that  **  we  are  not  hen;  to  war  upon  unanncd  or  peaceable  peraons/* 

Where  two  nations  are  at  war,  it  has  been  customary  among  civilized  people 
"  to  inniish  the  offence"  of  an  attack  hy  the  aimed  forc<'8  of  one  upon  those  of 
the  other  by  a  combat  witli  the  attacking  party.  If  such  attack  bo  made  from 
a  town,  tlie  assaulting  party  is  not  entitled  tn,  and,  so  far  as  our  troops  are  con- 
cerned, does  not  cLiim,  any  immunity  by  reason  of  the  presenwi  of  women  and 
children.  W?iat  we  do  claim,  however,  and  insist  upon,  is,  that  when  jour 
v(»ssels  or  transports  are  fired  into  by  our  troops,  they  shall  not  hasten  to  the 
nearest  collection  of  unarmed  and  peaceable  women  and  children,  and  wreak 
tlieir  vengeance  upon  them,  as  was  done  lately  at  Grand  Gulf  by  United  Statctf 
vessels,  in  retaliati(m  for  an  attack  with  wliich  the  town  had  nothing  more  to  do 
than  had  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

My  batteries  are  located  at  such  points  upon  tlie  river  as  are  deemed  best 
suited  for  the  desired  purposes,  and  witliout  referenci*  t<),  or  connexion  with, 
the  people  of  the  town.  Should  the  site  happen  to  fall  within  a  village,  yoo, 
of  course,  are  at  liberty  to  return  tli(»  fire.  Should  it  be  in  the  vicinity  of  one, 
however,  the  usages  of  civilizc^d  warfare  do  not  justify  its  destruction,  unless 
demand(»d  by  the  necessities  of  attack  or  defence. 

I  cannot  bring  mys(?lf  to  believe  that  the  barbarous  and  cowardly  policy 
indicated  in  the  (inclosed  letter  will  mcM't  witii  the  approval  of  any  omcer  of 
rank  or  standing  in  the  United  States  navy.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  proper 
to  transmit  it  to  you  under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  the  confident  (expectation  that 
you  will  direct  those  under  your  command  to  confine  their  offensive  operations 
as  far  as  possible  to  our  troops,  and  forbid  the  wanton  destruction  of  defenceless 
towns,  filled  with  unofiending  non-combatants,  unless  recjuinKl  by  imperious 
military  necessity. 

The  practice  of  slaying  women  and  children,  as  an  act  of  n'taliation,  has, 
happily,  fallen  into  disuse  in  this  country  with  the  disappearance  of  the  Indian 
trib(es.  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  revived  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
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navy,  but  tlmt  the  demolition  and  pillage  of  the  unoffending  little  village  of 
Grand  Gulf  may  be  permitted  to  stand  alone  and  without  parallel  upon  record. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVELL, 
Major  General,  Comtnanding, 

CoMMAiVDINQ  OFFICER,  UNITED  STATES  NaVV, 

Mississippi  Rivera  near  Baton  Rouge. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hbaduuarters, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  June  14,  1862. 

This  paper  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  flag-officer,  and  the  officer  bearing 
it  is  directed  to  wait  till  to-morrow  morning,  outside  our  pickets,  for  an  answer 
or  no  answer.     I  think  the  paper  frivolous,  and  designed  to  mask  an  investiga- 
tion into  our  plans,  and  an  observance  of  our  force. 
Respectftilly, 

T.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers. 


United  States  Steamer  WhvoiXa, 

Off  Rodney,  June  5,  1862. 
To  the  authorities  of  the  town  of  Rodney : 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  town  of  Grand  Gulf  was  fired  upon  a  short 
tim<»  since  by  some  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  government,  as  a  pun- 
ii»hnu*nt  for  permitting  a  battery  to  fire  upon  some  of  our  transport  steamers 
while  pai^sing  down.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that,  should  any  bat- 
tery or  artillery  fire  upon  any  of  our  vessels  while  passing  up  or  down,  from 
or  near  the  town  of  Rodney,  the  punishment  for  the  offence  will  be  visited  on 
the  town.  We  are  not  here  to  war  upon  unarmed  or  peaceable  persons,  and  we 
would  deprecate  any  event  compelling  us  to  fire  upon  the  property  of  inoff*en- 
sive  people. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Baton  Rouge,  June  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  12th 
instjint,  together  with  its  enclosure,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  say  that  ven- 
geance will  be  visited  upon  the  women  and  children  of  Rodney,  if  our  vessels 
are  fired  upon  irom  the  town.  Although  I  find  no  such  language  contained  in 
the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nichols,  or  even  any  from  which  such  in- 
ference might  be  drawn,  still  I  shall  meet  your  general  remark  on  your  own 
terms.  You  say  you  locate  your  batteries  "at  such  points  on  the  river  as  are 
deemed  best  suited,"  &c.,  without  reference  to  the  people  of  the  town,  and  claim 
no  immunity  for  your  troops.*  Now,  therefore,  the  violation  is  with  you.  You 
choose  your  own  time  and  place  for  the  attack  upon  our  defenceless  people,  and 
should,  therefore,  see  that  tne  innocent  and  defenceless  of  your  own  people  are 
out  of  the  way  before  you  make  the  attack ;  for,  rest  assured,  that  the  fire  will 
be  returned,  and  we  will  not  hold  ourselves  answerable  for  the  death  of  the  in- 
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nocent.  If  we  have  ever  fired  upon  your  "  women  and  children/'  it  w^as  done 
here  at  Baton  Rouge,  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  kill  one  of  our  offioeiSr 
landing  in  a  small  boat,  manned  with  four  boys.  They  were»  when  in  the  act 
of  landing,  mostly  wounded  by  the  fire  of  some  thirty  or  forty  horsemen,  who 
chivalrously  galloped  out  of  the  town,  leaving  the  women  and  children  to  bear 
the  brunt  of  our  vengeance.  At  Grand  Gulf,  also,  our  transports  "were  fired 
upon  in  passing,  which  caused  the  place  to  be  shelled,  with  what  effect  I  know 
not;  but  I  do  know,  that  the  fate  of  a  town  is  at  all  times  in  the  hands  of  the 
military  commandant,  who  may,  at  pleasure,  draw  the  enemy's  fire  upon  it,  and 
the  community  is  made  to  sufier  for  the  act  of  its  military. 

The  only  instance  I  have  known  where  the  language  of  your  letter  could 
possibly  apply,  took  place  at  New  Orieans  on  the  day  we  passed  up  in  front  of 
the  city,  while  it  was  still  in  your  possession,  by  your  soldiers  firing  on  the 
crowd.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  time  is  past  when  women  and  children  will 
be  subjected  by  their  military  men  to  the  horrors  of  war ;  it  is  enough  for  them 
to  be  subjected  to  the  incidental  inconveniences,  privations,  and  Bufferines. 

If  any  such  things  have  occurred  as  the  slaying  of  women  and  children,  or 
innocent  people,  I  feel  well  assured  that  it  was  caused  by  the  act  of  your  mili- 
tary, and  much  against  the  will  of  our  ofiicers ;  for,  as  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nichols  informs  the  mayor,  we  war  not  against  defenceless  persons,  but  against 
those  in  open  rebellion  against  our  country,  and  desire  to  limit  our  punishment 
to  them,  though  it  may  not  always  be  in  our  power  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadram. 

Major  General  Mansfield  Lovei.l, 

Commanding  Confederate  Troops,  Jackson,  Mississippi. 


Flag' Officer  Farragut  reports  the  necessity  of  12,000  to  15,000  army  force  l» 

co-operate  in  the  taking  of  Vicksburg. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Above  Vicksburg,  June  28».  1862. 

Sir:  I  passed  up  the  river  this  morning,  but  to  no  purpose;  the  enemy  leave 
their  guns  for  the  moment,  but  return  to  them  as  soon  as  we  have  passed,  and 
rak(i  us.  Our  loss,  as  far  as  ascertained,  is  not  very  great.  Commander  Porter 
shelled  them  two  days  to  get  his  ranges,  and  all  his  vessels  entered  into  the 
attack  with  great  spirit,  and  did  excell(?nt  service.  The  fire  of  the  ships  was 
tremendous.  The  Brooklyn,  Kennebec,  and  Katahdin  did  not  get  past  the 
batteries.     I  do  not  know  why. 

I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  take  Vicksburg  without  an  army 
force  of  12,000  or  15,000  men.  General  Van  Dorn's  division  is  here,  and  lies 
safely  behind  the  hills.  The  water  is  too  low  for  me  to  go  over  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles  above  Vicksburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ><ervant, 

D^(;.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Engagement  with  rebel  batteries  at  Grand  Gulft  June  9,  1862,  and  destruction 

of  teJegraph  unres  at  Bayou  Sara, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mississippi  River,  June  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  Commander  DeCamp's  report  of 
an  engagement  witH  the  rebel  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf,  on  the  morning  of  June 
"9;  also  Captain    T.  T.  Craven's    report  of   his    passage  up  the    river  and 
destruction  of  the  telegraph  wires  at  Bayou  Sara. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding  Western  Oulf  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Steamer  Wissahickon, 

Off  Grand  Gulf,  Mississippi,  June  9,  1862. 

Sir:  This  morning,  at  about  4  o'clock,  the  batteries  on  shore  opened  on  this 
ve88<'l  and  the  Itasca  with  rifled  and  other  cannon.  We  slipped  our  chains  as 
soon  as  possible  and  commenced  firing  with  five-second  fuzes ;  and,  after  an 
action  which  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  for  two  hours,  the  batteries  were 
silenced,  and  we  are  now  just  out  of  their  range,  repairing  damages,  filling 
shells,  &c.,  &c.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  in  this  engagement  the  Itasca 
lost  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded,  and  this  vessel  has  two  men  wounded. 
The  Itasca  has  about  twenty-five  shot  in  her  sides,  and  the  Wissahickon  was 
hulled  seventeen  times.  Our  11-inch  gun-carriage  was  badly  injured  early  in 
the  action,  while  the  Parrott  rifle  on  the  forecastle  is  a  worthless  concern.  Our 
starboard  howitzer  is  disabled ;  but  this  latter  gun  was  our  only  dependence 
until  we  could  repair  the  carriage  of  the  large  gun.  Our  starboard  boat  is 
smashed,  which  leaves  us  but  one  for  use;  if  you  could  send  me  one,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  you.  1  shall  continue  my  fire  upon  the  place,  as  the  enemy  show 
themselves ;  and  bog  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Caldwell  for  further  particulars. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  Decamp,  Commander, 

Commander  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Advance  Division,  U,  S,  Naval  Forces. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Vicksburg,  June  22,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  13th  instant,  I  left  Baton  Rouge,  on 
my  way  up  the  river,  at  1  p.  m.  of  that  day.  On  the  14th,  at  9  p.  m.,  I  sent 
the  marine  guard  and  a  party  of  seamen,  in  all  about  one  hundrea  men,  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Lowry,  on  shorc  at  Bayou  Sara,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying the  telegraphic  apparatus  and  cutting  the  wires,  and  with  orders  to 
inform  the  authorities  of  that  town  that  we  were  on  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  laws  of  our  common  country  and  protecting  its  loyal  citizens ;  and 
at  the  same  time  to  warn  them  that  if  any  hostile  demonstrations  were  made 
upon  our  vessels  or  transports  as  they  passed  m  front  of  their  town,  by  the 
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thieves  and  murderers  yclept  guerillas,  the  town  would  be  held  responsible  for 
it,  and  at  least  be  laid  under  contribution,  if  not  dealt  with  more  severely. 

At  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Ix)wry  returned  with  his  party  to  the 
ship,  having  thoroughly  accomplished  his  work,  excepting  Bccurmg  the  tele- 
graphic apparatus,  which  had  been  removed  but  a  few  minutes  before  he  landed. 
About  a  half  mile  of  the  wire  was  cut  and  brought  on  board,  and  the  vitriol 
and  batteries  destroyed. 

The  people  ashore  appeared  to  be  peaceably  disposed,  were  quite  civil,  and 
made  no  disrespectful  demonstrations.  The  mayor  or  chief  magistrate  informed 
Lieutenant  Lowry  that  but  two  or  three  days  previous  to  our  arrival  the  town 
had  been  visited  by  a  band  of  guerillas ;  that  they  had  committed  many  out- 
rages against  law  and  order;  and  that  he  had  arrested  a  lieutenant  w^ho  com- 
manded the  party,  but  he  was  rescued  by  his  men  and  borne  off  to  the  woods. 
He  represented  these  guerillas  as  a  lawless  set,  whom  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  and  small  towns  **  had  a  greater  dread  of  than  they  had  of  the  visits  of 
our  navy,  or  even  of  our  armyr  and  hoped  we  would  not  hold  him  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  these  cutthroat  bands. 

Before  leaving  the  shore,  Ijieutenant  Lowry,  with  the  flag  of  our  Union  at 
the  head  of  his  party,  marched  to  the  tunes  of  Yankee  Doodle  and  "  Dixie" 
through  some  of  the  principal  streets. 

We  passed  Natchez  at  about  10.30  a.  m.  of  the  16th.  On  the  morning 
of  the  17th  the  Richmond  joined  us,  and  at  about  9.30  a.  m.  we  passed  Rod- 
ney.    We  arrived  at  our  present  anchorage  on  the  18th,  at  11.30  a.  m. 

Nowhere  on  our  route  were  we  molested,  and  I  saw  no  change  in  the  aspect 
of  things  since  our  last  trip,  except  at  Grand  Gulf.  The  town  there  was  in 
ruins,  having  been  first  riddled  by  shot  and  then  destroyed  by  fire.  On  a  small 
hill,  just  to  the  right  of  the  town,  was  a  small  earthwork,  which  had  heen  bat 
recently  thrown  up,  and  was  capable  of  receiving  three  or  four  small  field-pieces. 
This  work,  as  well  as  the  town,  was  entirely  deserted. 

On  the  20th  instant  Commander  Porter  arrived  here  with  two  of  his  mortar^ 
boats.  Yesterday  the  Miami  arrived  with  another,  and  this  afternoon  four  others 
were  towed  up. 

Commander  Porter  inform(;d  me  that  his  flotilla  was  fired  upon  at  Sllis  Gli£BBt 
and  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  reb(?ls  to  mount  a  troublesome  battery  at  that 
place,  and  also  at  Quitman's  Landing,  as  he  learned  at  a  farm-house  as  he 
came  up. 

The  boats  which  came  up  this  afternoon  were  fired  at  from  Ellis  Cliffii,  and 
ones  the  Empire  Parish,  was  hit  two  or  three  times — one  shot  having  tempora- 
rily disabh»d  one  of  her  boilers.  Y(*Bterday  morning  I  sent  the  Oneida  and 
Winona  to  look  aft(T  those  places.  To-morrow  I  shall  send  the  Katahdin  to  con- 
voy tluj  two  tow-boats  as  far  as  Haton  Rouge,  or  until  she  meets  you.  Here  at 
Vicksburg  the  rebels  appear  to  be  quite  busy  in  extending  and  fortifying  their 
works,  and  it  is  said  that  they  have  some  ten  thousand  troops  quartered  in  and 
about  the  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain. 

Flag-Officer  D.  (1.  FARRAiiUT, 

Commandhtg  Westent  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       391 


Acting  Master  Crocker* s  report  of  an  encounter  between   the    United   States 
Steamer  Kensington  and  a  rebel  battery,  June  25,  1862. 

Unitbd  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  tlie  honor  herewith  to  forward  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Fred- 
<»rick  Crocker  of  an  encounter  between  the  United  States  steamer  Kensington, 
under  his  command,  and  a  rebel  battery  in  the  vicinity  of  Ellis  Cliffs  and 
Rodnev. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer^  commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Kensington, 

June  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  June  22,  by  order 
of  Captain  Heniy  Morris,  I  proceeded  with  the  steamer  Kensington  a  short 
distance  below  New  Orleans,  where  I  took  in  tow  the  bark  Horace  Beals  and 
schooner  Sarah  Bruin,  of  the  bomb  flotilla,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding K.  Randolph  Breese,  to  proceed  to  Vicksburg. 

Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  till  the  evening  of  the  25th,  when,  in  coming 
to  anchor  a  few  miles  above  Ellis  Cliffs,  the  Kensington  grounded,  but  in  about 
an  hour  was  got  afloat  again  without  difficulty.  During  the  sight  (June  25) 
rockets,  musket-shots,  and  other  sounds  gave  indication  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
crews  of  all  the  vessels  went  to  quarters ;  but  no  attack  being  made,  we  lay 
quiet  until  daylight,  when  we  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  keep- 
ing a  sharp  lookout  on  all  sides,  and  ready  for  instant  action.  There  was  no 
appearance  of  an  enemy,  however,  till  we  arrived  opposite  the  bluff,  a  short  turn 
about  eighteen  miles  below  the  town  of  Rodney,  (Cole's  creek,)  where  we  were 
atUicked  by  a  battery,  apparently  of  two  or  four  fi-pounders,  concealed  in  the 
thicket  under  the  bluff. 

Their  tirst  shot,  from  a  distance  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards,  took 
effwt  on  the  Sarah  Jiruin,  wounding  two  of  the  crew  severely.  Three  other 
shots,  fired  at  almost  the  wmie  instant,  fell  short,  when  a  round  of  grape  from 
the  Sarah  Brum,  and  a  shell  from  the  Kensington,  both  of  which  dropped  with 
great  accuracy  into  the  midst  of  the  smoke  from  their  guns,  silenced  the  battery 
completely. 

Both  the  Sarah  Bruin  and  Kensington,  together  with  the  riflemen  from  all  the 
vessels,  continued  firing  till  the  course  around  the  turn  brought  them  out  of 
range,  and  enabled  the  Horac<»  Beals  to  open  fire  from  her  battery,  which  she 
did  with  great  animation ;  and  the  thicket  was  shelled  until  our  vessels  were 
entirely  out  of  range.  Previous  to  the  attack.  Lieutenant  Breese,  senior  in  com- 
niiind,  had  made  every  preparation  that  judgment  and  skill  could  suggest,  and  to 
that  we  were  mainly  indebted  for  the  success  and  completeness  with  which  the 
attack  was  repelled.  The  pilot,  a  Union  gentleman  from  New  Orleans,  who 
volunteered  his  services  when  no  regular  pilots  could  be  obtained,  deserves  com- 
mendation for  the  skilftil  manner  in  which  he  piloted  the  vessels  while  under 
fire,  and  for  his  careful  attention  at  all  times. 

The  crews  of  all  the  vessels  deserve  credit  for  the  promptitude  and  accuracy 
with  which  they  returned  the  enemy's  fire,  no  doubt  causing  considerable  1ob8» 
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as  one  man  wa«  seen  to  fall.  The  Kensington  has  on  board  a  fiill  cargo  of 
stores,  an  invoice  of  which  has  been  furnished  Commander  T.  A.  M.  Craven,  of 
the  Brooklyn,  for  your  use.  The  Kensington  has  also  on  board  a  draft  of  thirty 
men  for  the  fleet,  sent  from  the  Pensacola. 

I  am,  respectfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKEK, 

Acting  Master,  Chfntnanding. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Cominanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 


Flag-Officer  Farragufs  report  of  the  action  of  June  28,  1862,  at  Vicksburg. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  July  2,  1862. 

Sir:  In  oh(i(li(»nce  to  the  orders  of  the  department  and  the  command  of  the 
President,  I  proceeded  back  to  Vicksburg  with  the  Brooklyn^  Richmoud,  aod 
Hartford,  with  tlu^  detennination  to  carry  out  my  instructions  to  the  beat  of  my 
ability. 

My  difficulties  and  expenses  in  getting  coal  and  provisions  up  the  river  Lave 
been  very  great,  and  it  has  only  been  accomplished  by  great  excrtious  on  the 
part  of  Captain  H.  W.  Monns,  aided  by  the  army.  Captain  D.  D.  Porter's 
mortar  flotilla,  which  was  deemed  indispensable  to  shell  out  the  heights,  had 
also  to  be  towed  up.  All  this  caused  great  delay,  but  by  the  steady  exertions  of 
that  ofticer,  and  the  assistance  of  all  in  whose  power  it  was  to  help,  we  succeeded 
in  getting  up  sixteen  mortar  vessels,  and  arrangements  were  soon  made  to  bom- 
bard the  forts  on  the  heights  at  Vicksburg.  (^wing,  however,  to  some  imperfec- 
tion ill  the  fuzes,  (which  Captain  Porter  will  explain,)  he  was  two  days  getting 
his  ranges.  On  the  evening  of  the  27th  he  reported  to  me  that  he  was  ready, 
and  I  issued  my  general  order  (a  coj)y  of  which  is  hereto  appended)  for  the 
attack  on  the  28th,  at  4  a.  m. 

At  2  a.  in.  on  the  28th  »]une,  the  signal  was  made  to  weigh,  and  wc  pi'occeded 
up  to  the  attack  in  the  order  of  steaming  prescribed  in  the  diagram  accompany- 
ing tlie  general  order.  At  4  o'clock  precisely,  the  mortars  opened  fire,  and  at 
alnlo^<t  the  same  moment  the  en(;iny  flred  his  first  gini,  which  was  returned  by 
the  leading  vessels — Iroquois,  (.'Onimander  J.  S.  Palmer;  Oneida,  Commander 
8.  P.  Lee;  and  Richmond,  Commander  James  Alden.  The  other  vessels — ^Wis- 
sahickon,  Commander  »]ohn  DeCamp;  Sciota,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Kdward 
Donaldson;  this  ship,  Commander  U.  Wainwright;  Winona,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding K.  T.  Nichols;  and  Pinola,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pierce  Crosby — 
next  came  uj),  and  poured  in  their  fire  successively.  At  almost  the  same  instant, 
Connnander  I).  I).  Porter  camc^  up  on  our  starboard  (juarter  with  the  Octorara, 
Westfield,  Clifton,  Jackson,  Harriet  Lane,  and  Owasco,  and  opened  in  fine  style 
upon  the  enemy.  The  Hartford  fired  slowly  and  deliberately  and  with  fine 
effect — far  surpassing  my  exjiectatioiij^  in  reaching  the  summit  batteries.  The 
rebels  wer(»  soon  silenced  by  the  combined  efl'oiis  of  the  fleet  and  of  the  flotilla, 
and  at  times  did  not  reply  at  all  for  several  minutes,  and  then  again  at  times 
replied  with  but  a  singh^  gun. 

I  jiassed  up  at  tin?  slowest  speed,  (we  had  but  <'ight  pounds  of  steam,)  and 
even  stopp(»d  once,  in  order  that  the  Brooklyn  and  sternmost  vessels  might  close 
up. 

Th(»  Hartford  received  but  very  litth*  injury  from  the  batteries  in  or  below 

the  town,  but  several  mking  shots  from  the  battery  above  the  town  did  us  con- 

.siderable  damage :  they  were  50-pounder  rifle  and  8-inch  solid  shot.     The  first 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY        393 

passed  thruugli  the  Hhell-i-ooin  iu  tlic  starboard  forward  passage,  aud  lodged  in 
the  hold,  but  did  no  other  harm.  The  8-inch  struck  the  break  of  the  poop  and 
passed  through  the  cabin,  but  hurt  no  one;  the  rigging  was  much  cut,  and  the 
port  main-topsail  yard  was  cut  in  two. 

If  the  ships  had  kept  in  closer  order,  in  all  probability  they  would  have  suf- 
fered less,  as  tlie  fire  of  the  whole  fleet  would  have  kept  the  enemy  from  his 
guns  a  longer  space  of  time,  and,  when  at  his  guns,  his  iire  would  have  been 
mon*  distmcted. 

When  we  rejvched  the  upper  battery  we  soon  silenced  it,  and  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  its  flag  was  struck.  We  therefore  gave  three  cheers ;  but  when  we 
had  |wssed  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  they  reopened  fire  with  two 
heavy  guns.  I  was  unable  to  reply  to  this  raking  fire,  being  out  of  range. 
Although  their  shots  were  well  directed,  they  either  had  too  much  or  too  little 
elevation,  and  only  cut  our  rigging  to  pieces,  without  injurhig  any  one  seriously, 
which  was  strange,  as  the  Iroquois,  Winona,  and  Pinola  were  on  our  quarter. 

At  6  a.  m.,  meeting  ^nth  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ellet,  of  the  ram  neet,  who 
ofTen'd  to  forward  my  communications  to  Flag-Officer  Davis  and  General  Hal- 
leck,  at  Memphis,  I  anchored  the  fleet  and  went  to  breakfast,  while  I  prepared 
my  hasty  despatch  (No.  120)  and  telegram  for  the  •  department.  I  also  sent 
across  the  peninsula  to  see  what  was  the  cause  of  Captain  Craven  and  the  ves- 
sels asteni  of  him  in  the  line  not  passing  up.  I  also  (lesired  a  list  of  their  casu- 
alties, which  appears  by  their  letters  to  have  been  ^'nonc^  The  casualties  in 
the  fleet,  as  far  as  heard  from,  in  the  passing  vessels  were  sev(Mi  killed  and  thirty 
wounded.  Conmiander  Porter  reports  eight  killed  and  ten  or  twelve  wounded; 
but  that  was  not  his  official  report,  probably,  but  referred  more  particularly  to 
th(»  two  steamers,  Clifton  and  Jackson,  each  of  which  had  an  accidental  shot — 
the  Jackson  in  the  wheel-house,  killing  the  helmsman,  and  the  Clifton  a  shot 
through  her  l)oiler,  killing  (by  scalding)  the  men  in  her  magazine,  six  in  num- 
ber, and  one  man  was  drowne<l  by  jumping  overboard.  I  herewith  forward  the 
report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  Baldwin,  of  the  Clifton. 

The  department  will  perceive,  from  this  (my)  report,  that  the  forts  can  be 
passed,  and  tre  have  done  it,  and  can  do  it  again  as  often  as  may  be  required 
of  us.  It  will  not,  however,  be  an  easy  matter  for  us  to  do  more  than  silence 
the  batteries  for  a  time,  as  long  as  the  enemy  has  a  large  force  behind  the  hills 
to  prevent  our  landing  and  holding  the  place. 

(lencTal  Williams  has  with  him  about  thn'e  thousand  men,  and,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  our  attiU'k  and  ])assing,  i)laced  a  battery  of  artillery  nearly  opposite  the 
upper  forts,  for  the  purpose  of  distracting  the  raking  fire  from  us  while  running 
up ;  but  tiie  fort,  having  a  plunging  fire  upon  them,  dismounted  one  of  the 
guns,  and  killed  a  man  and  a  horse. 

It  givt's  me  gn'at  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Williams,  Colonel  l^llet,  and 
the  army  officers  of  this  division  genemlly,  have  uniformly  shown  a  great  anxiety 
to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  assist  us;  but  their  force  is  too  small  to  attack 
the  town,  or  for  any  other  purposes  than  a  momentary  assault  to  spike  guns, 
should  such  an  opportunity  offer. 

It  gives  me.gn»at  pleasure  also  to  n*port  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ships 
whieli  accompanied  me  up  the  river  b<diav(Hl  with  the  same  ability  and  steadi- 
ness on  this  occasion  as  in  passing  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  No  on<*  be- 
haved better  than  Commander  J.  8.  Palmer,  of  the  Iroquois,  who  was  not  with 
me  on  the  fonner  occasion.  It  pains  me  much  to  limit  my  praise,  but  I  cannot 
s])»*ak  of  those  who  did  not  come  up.  It  was  their  duty  to  have  followed  me, 
with  or  without  signal,  particularly  as  it  was  too  early  and  too  smoky  to  distin- 
guish signals.     1  enclose  their  explanations  herewith. 

As  to  Commander  R.  Wainwright  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship,  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  their  steadiness  aud  coolness,  and  the  energy  with 
which  they  performed  their  duties.     This  ship  was  conducted  as  coolly  and 
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quietly  as  at  an  ordinary  drill  at  general  quarters.  There  was  no  confueion  ot 
any  kind  throughout  tho  wliole  miction,  and,  iw  far  as  I  could  observe  the  other 
veasel»,  the  same  feeling  actuated  all  the  officers  and  crews  engaged. 

The  captain  of  the  fleet,  Commander  II.  II.  Bell,  was  on  the  poop  by  my 
side,  and,  not  being  able,  as  I  before  stated,  to  do  much  in  the  management  of 
the  fleet,  owing  to  the  darkness  and  the  smoke,  gave  his  attention  to  looking  up 
tht^  batteries  and  pohiting  them  out  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  ^ns,  and 
assisting  tliem  with  his  judgment  on  all  occasions. 

My  secretary,  Mr.  E.  0.  Gabandan,  not(»d  the  time  of  passing  events,  and 
acted  as  my  aid  when  required,  which  duty  he  performed  with  coolness  and 
steadiness. 

I  must  not  fail  to  mention  the  coolness  of  our  pilot,  John  J.  Lane,  who, 
although  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  been  under  fire,  did  not  for  a  mo- 
ment quit  his  post,  but  steadily  guided  the  ship  in  her  course.  He  is  not  a 
profcssianal  pilot,  as  they  can  only  be  obtain(»d  by  force  in  New  Orleans. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Cornmandins;  Western  Gulf  Bl4)ckading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (jriDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Official  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  of  June  28  at  Viekslmrg, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Above  Vickshurg,  Mississippi,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in 
that  portion  of  the  fl<?et  which  passed  above  Vicksburg  in  the  engagement  of 
this  morning,  viz : 

Killed — 15. 

Flag-ship  Hartford. — Edward  E.  Jennings,  seaman,  from  MassachuscttB. 

Richinond. — George  Allstrum,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Thomas  Flarity,  seaman. 

Oneida. — Stephen  H.  Randall,  seaman. 

Pinola. — William  II.  Thonuis,  quarter-gunner ;  Thomas  Graham,  landBman. 

Sciota. — Augustine  Ellsworth,  ordinary  seaman. 

Mortar  flotilla. — 6  scalded,  1  killed,  1  drowned. 

WouxDEi) — .30. 

Flag-ship  Hartford. — Charles  Allen,  sc^nman,  slightly;  Alexander  CaproDt 
landsman,  slightly;  Lawrence  Fay,  hoy,  slightly;  Patrick  lloach,  coal-heaver» 
head;  Philip  Roberts,  seaman,  severely;  Sylvester  Becket,  landsman,  slightly; 
Alfred  Stone,  landsman,  slightly;   John  II.  Knowles,  quartermaster,  slightly; 

John  llardgan,  landsman,  slightly;  Joseph ,  orclinary  seaman,  slightly; 

Nathan  Salt(T,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion ;  Captain  John  L.  Rroome,  marine 
corps,  contusion  ;  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut,  slight  contusion. 

Rich?no7id. — Howard  F.  Moffat,  master's  mate,  am})utated  ann ;  James  Noo- 
nan,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  ;  Thomas  Nolan,  marhie,  contusion;  George  W. 
Harris,  marine,  contusion;  James  Reddy,  seaman,  sevendy;  James  Mohegaiii 
landsman,  severely;  George  Millard,  seaman,  severely;  William  Nicholas,  lands- 
man, slightly ;  Charles  Howard,  ordinary  seaman,  severely. 

Oneida. — Richard  M.  Hodgson,  assistant  engineer,  severely;  William  Oowell 
seaman,  severely;  Henry  Clark,  boatswain's  mate,  slightly. 
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Pino/a. — John  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  William  H.  Shucks,  lands- 
man, slightly. 

Sciota. — Edward  Hathaway,  seaman,  amputated  arm  ;  William  Ome,  lands- 
man, slightly ;  Clarence  Miller,  ship  steward,  severely. 

Returns  have  not  yet  been  received  from  Captain  Porter's  mortar  flotilla  and 
that  portion  of  the  fleet  below  Vicksburg. 

I  am,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragijt, 

Commanding  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron, 


OKNERAL  ORDERS. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg,  June  25,  1862. 

The  mortiir-boats  and  gunboats  of  the  mortar  flotilla  having  been  placed  by 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  according  to  his  judgment,  to  the  best  advantage  to 
act  upon  the  batteries  on  the  heights  and  the  fort  below  the  hospital,  at  4  a.  m. 
to-morrow  thev  will  open  fire  upon  the  same  and  on  the  city  of  Vicksburg. 

At  the  display  of  the  signal  for  the  ships  and  gunboats  to  weigh,  they  will 
form  in  a  double  line  of  sailing,  the  Richmond,  Commander  James  Alden  com- 
manding, leading;  the  ships  Hartford,  Commander  R.  Wainwright  commanding, 
next ;  Brooklyn,  Captain  P.  T.  Craven,  third.  The  gunboats  will  form  another 
line,  so  as  to  fire  between  the  ships,  in  the  following  order:  Iroquois,  Comman- 
der James  S.  Palmer,  and  Oneiaa,  Commander  S.  Phillips  Lee  commanding, 
ahead,  but  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Richmond,  so  as  to  fire  into  the  forts  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  town,  without  interfering  with  the  fire  of  the  Richmond;  next 
in  order,  the  Wissahickon,  Commander  Jno.  DeCamp,  and  the  Sciota,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Ed.  Donaldson,  in  the  line  with  the  Iroquois  and  Oneida, 
but  on  the  port  bow  of  the  flag-ship,  so  as  to  fire  between  the  Richmond  and 
flag-ship;  next,  the  Winona,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ed.  T.  Nichols,  and 
Pinola,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pierce  Crosby,  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Brooklyn. 

The  Hartford  will,  as  often  as  occasion  offers,  fire  her  bow  guns  on  the  forts 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town;  but  the  broadside  batteries  of  all  the  ships  will 
be  particularly  directed  to  the  guns  in  the  forts  below  and  on  the  heights.  The 
free  use  of  shrapnel  is  considered  the  beat  projectile,  but  great  care  must  be 
taken  in  cutting  the  fuzes,  so  as  always  to  be  sure  that  they  burst  short  of  their 
destination.  When  close  enough,  give  them  grape.  Tlie  enclosed  diagmm  will 
show  the  position  of  the  respective  vessels  in  the  order  of  attack. — [For  diagram 
see  original.] 

When  the  vessels  reach  the  bend  in  the  river,  the  Wissahickon,  Sciota, 
Winona,  and  Pinola,  will  continue  on ;  but,  should  the  enemy  continue  the 
action,  the  ships  and  Iroquois  and  Oneida  will  stop  their  engines  and  drop 
down  the  river  again,  keeping  up  their  fire  until  directed  otherwise. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer  Comd*g  Western  GuJf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Th(*  Kennebec,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jno.  Russell,  will  take  position  in 
the  rear  of,  and  in  a  line  with,  the  i^inola,  so  as  to  fire  astern  of  the  Brooklyn. 

U.  G.  FARRAGUT,  Flag- Officer. 
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United  States  Steamer  Clifton, 

Two  miles  below  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning,  at  3.4*5  a. m.,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  in  our  station  just  astern  of  the 
Wcstfield,  in  the  line  headed  hy  your  own  ship,  to  engage  the  batteries  on  the 
heights  around  Vickshurg.  When  within  range,  we  opened  onr  fire  on  the 
upper  batteries  on  the  hill  from  our  rifled  gun  and  forward  9-inch  and  forward 
32-pounder,  using  15-second  shell.  On  receiving  your  orders,  we  directed  onr 
fire  at  the  battery  known  as  the  "  water  battery,"  advancing  to  within  about 
1,200  yards,  where  we  kept  our  station,  using  shrapnel  from  the  9 -inch  guns. 
At  times,  as  opportunity  offered,  we  used  our  after  9-inch  guns.  This  we  con- 
tinued for  some  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  with,  I  think,  eood  eflfect, 
until  we  were  hailed  by  the  Jackson,  asking  our  assistance  to  tow  tnem  ont  of 
fire,  that  ship  being  temporarily  disabled. 

While  in  the  act  of  taking  her  line,  we  received  a  shot  under  the  ^ard,  just 
forward  of  the  wheel,  which,  going  through  the  ship's  side,  made  its  way  into 
the  end  of  the  starboard  boiler,  and,  partially  coming  out  on  tlie  other  side, 
caused  such  a  rush  of  steam  as  to  blow  off,  at  once,  the  cover  to  the  forward 
hatch,  filling  the  forward  berth  deck  (under  which  is  the  forward  manzine) 
with  steam,  and  killing,  instantly,  Thomas  Collins,  gunner's  mate,  Kobert 
Sargent,  shipV  cook,  Wm.  Morris,  captain's  cook,  John  Burke^  ordinary  sea- 
man, John  B.  Garter,  landsman,  and  Peter  Hall,  landsman,  of  the  forward 
powder  division;  and  severely  scalding  George  B.  Dcrwent,  (colored,)  ward- 
room steward,  who  di(jd  a  few  hours  afterwards  of  the  effect  of  his  injuries,  and 
John  Hudson,  master-at-armft,  who  is  doing  well,  his  wounds,  though  severe, 
not  being  thought  dangerous.  But  one  man  from  this  division  escaped,  he 
being  at  the  head  of  the  ladder  at  the  time.  Some  eight  men  from  the  forward 
pivot  gun  jumped  ov(^rboard  to  escape  the  steam.  With  the  aid  of  the  Jack- 
son's boats  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  recover  all  these,  except  John  Conner, 
second-class  fireman,  who  was  drowned. 

This  shot,  which  proved  to  be  a  fifty-pound  rifled  shot,  prevented  any  further 
movement  of  our  wheels  for  the  time.  We,  however,  continued  our  fire  from  the 
forward  and  after  thirty-twos,  and  after  nine-inch  guns,  until  you  noticed  our 
mishap  and  came  alongside  to  tow  us  out  of  action.  At  this  period  the  signal 
to  retire  was  given. 

1  have,  great  satisfaction  in  statinj;  that  officers  and  crew  generally  behaved 
well.  Mr.  Weld,  acting  master's  mate,  in  charge  of  the  nine-inch  and  rifled 
Parrott  gun  forward,  is  (entitled  to  credit  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  those 
guns  were  served,  and  his  coolness  and  self-possession  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

On  examination  of  tlu;  injured  boiler  by  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship,  it  is 
his  opinion  that  the  repairs  to  it  will  require  at  least  ten  days  to  complete,  and 
will  need  the  aid  of  a  shop  and  expcrieuccMl  workmen.  In  the  meantime  the 
ship  is  ready  for  such  service  as  sin*  may  be  called  upon  to  perform,  which  will 
not  entail  a  greater  speed  than  six  knots  an  hour.  This  rate,  1  think,  we  shall 
be  able  to  maintain. 

I  have  the  luMior  to  he,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  siTvant, 

E.  II.  BALDW^IN, 
AcUvg  Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Commander  D.  1).  1*orter, 

Commandins^  Bomb  Flotilla. 
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United  States  Steam-Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Below  Vicksburg,  June  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  yesterday's  date,  to  make  my  official 
report  of  my  attack  on  Vicksburg,  on  the  28th  instant,  and  to  give  my  reason 
for  not  following  the  flag-ship  up  the  river,  &c.,  I  submit  the  following: 

At  3.15  rt.  m.,  June  28,  got  under  way,  took  position  in  the  prescribed  line 
of  battle,  and  followed  the  flag-ship ;  at  4.05  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon 
the  advanced  vessels.  When  this  ship  arrived  abreast  of  the  lower  batteries  the 
steamers  of  the  mortar  flotilla,  which  seemed  to  be  without  any  form  of  order, 
obstructed  our  passage  in  such  a  manner  as  to  oblige  us  to  stop  our  engines,  and 
thus  delayed  our  progress.  At  4.45  a.  m.,  as  the  80-pounder  rifle  was  the  only 
gun  bearing  upon  the  hill,  and  able  to  reach,  we  opened  with  that  vigorously, 
keeping  well  inside  their  line  of  tire.  At  5.15  the  gunboats,  and  a  few  minutes 
after,  the  bomb-vessels  of  the  mortar  flotilla,  having  ceased  firing,  all  the  bat- 
teries which  had  previously  been  partially  silenced,  immediately  renewed  the 
action,  hailing  a  cross  fire  on  this  ship  and  the  two  gunboats.  At  this  time  the 
smoke  cleared  away  ahead  of  us,  ana,  to  my  surprise,  I  could  see  nothing  of  the 
flag  or  other  ships  in  the  line.  Whilst  we  were  notly  engaged,  trying  with  our 
two  rifles  to  silence  their  most  annoying  battery,  fire  was  opened  upon  us  by  a 
battery  of  five  pieces  of  flying  artillery,  from  a  position  about  two-thirds  of  the 
way  down  the  hill,  and  in  front  of  the  southernmost  battery.  Being  within 
ejisy  range,  w(»  opened  our  starboard  broadside  with  shell  and  shrapnel,  and 
drove  them  from  their  position.  Finding  myself  entirely  unsupported,  except 
by  the  Kennebec  and  Katahdin,  which  two  vessels  gallantly  performed  their 
part  in  the  engagement,  and  knowing  that  it  was  impossible  to  reduce  a  single 
one  of  those  hill-top  batteries,  at  7.25  a.  m.,  after  sustaining  their  fire  for  two 
hours  and  forty  minutes,  I  discontinued  the  action,  and  at  8.25  a.  m.  came  to 
anchor  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below  Vicksburg. 

My  reasons  for  not  following  the  flag-ship  up  the  river,  that  is,  above  and  be- 
yond the  fire  of  the  forts,  are  simply  because,  in  your  general  order  of  the  25th 
instant,  you  say  **  Should  the  action  be  continued  by  the  enemy,  the  ships  and 
the  Iroquois  and  ()neida  will  stop  their  engines  and  drop  down  the  river  again;" 
and,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  twice  (when  in  the  cabin  and  on  the  quarter- 
deck of  your  flag-ship)  I  asked  you  if  it  was  your  wish  or  desire  for  me  to  leave 
any  batteries  behind  me  that  had  not  been  silenced,  you  answered  "  No,  sir;  not 
on  any  account." 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  witness  to  the  excellent  deportment  of  my 
officers  and  men ;  a  more  cool,  or  a  braver  set  of  men  was  never  on  board  of 
any  vessel. 

We  were  hulled  but  twice,  one  shot  taking  effect  below  water,  on  our  starboard 
Ik)w  ;  and  we  received  some  damage  to  our  rigging.  We  have  no  casualties  on 
board.  We  expended,  in  the  action,  28  nine-inch  shell,  41  nine-inch  shrapnel, 
62  Ilotchkiss  eighty-pound  rifle  shell,  3  Dahlgren  eighty-pound  rifle  shell,  14  Par- 
rott  thirty-pound  rifle  shell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Captain, 

Flag-Officer  I).  G.  Farraolt, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 

United  States  Ship  Hartford,  above  Vicksburg. 
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Umted  States  Gunboat  Katahdin, 
Below  Vicksburgf  Mississippi  River,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  jour  order  of  tliis  date,  1  have  to  report  that  I  received  no 
orders  "  to  follow  the  flag-ship  up  the  river,"  nor  any  written  order  whatever, 
and  was  entirely  ignorant  of  your  plan  of  attack. 

Agreeably  to  your  verbal  instructions,  which  were  "to  take  the  rear  of  the 
line,  and  to  follow  the  Kennebec,  and  fire  at  anything  and  everything  I  saw 
fit,  or  could  see,"  I  got  this  vessel  under  way  at  3.30  yesterday  morning,  took 
position  as  the  rearmost  vessel,  and  followed  the  Kennebec  to  attack  the  batterie<« 
at  Vicksburg.  After  the  squadron,  with  the  exception  of  the  Brooklyn,  Ken- 
nebec, and  Katahdin,  had  passed  the  batteries,  the  mortar  flotilla  ceased  firing, 
and  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries  anew.  We  continued  under  their  fire  until 
8  a.  m.,  when  we  dropped  down,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn  and  Kennebec 
and  at  8.20  came  to  anchor  out  of  range.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report,  and  the 
vessel  was  not  hit,  though  the  enemy's  shot  flew  around  and  over  ns.  The  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  with  their  usual  cool  and  determined  bravery  under  fire. 
We  expended  in  the  action  eleven  shells  from  the  eleven-inch  pivot  gun,  and 
thirtecni  from  the  Parrott  rifle  on  the  forecastle.  Every  shot  was  deliberately 
aimed  at  one  or  the  oth(ir  of  the  batteries.  In  consequence  of  tlie  position  as- 
signed us,  and  the  number  of  vessels  engaged,  it  was  impossible  to  fire  rapidly 
without  firing  into  or  over,  and  endangering  other  vessels  of  the  squadron  and 
the  steamers  and  schooners  of  the  mortar  flotilla.  The  vessel  had  to  be  manoeu- 
vred to  fire  every  shot.     We  were  three  hours  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(;E().  H.  PREBLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Ollicer  D.  G.  Earracjut, 

Cominanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Flag- Ship  Hartford,  above  Vicksburg. 


Umtki)  Statks  Gunboat  Kbnnbbkc, 

Beloir  Vicksburg  J  Mississippi,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  olxjdience  to  your  order  of  the  29th,  1  have  the  honor  to  make  my 
report  of  the  attack  on  Vicksburg  and  my  reason  for  not  following  you  up  the 
river ;  also  the  casualties  that  have  occurred  on  board  this  vessel. 

My  position  was  in  the  rear  of  the?  Pinola  and  on  the  port  quarter  of  the 
Brooklyn,  which  I  held.  On  the  batteries  opening  fire,  I  found,  from  the  posi- 
tion of  tluj  st(.'amers  under  the  command  of  Commander  Porter,  that  1  could 
not  bring  my  guns  to  bear  on  the  batteries  without  serious  injury  to  them. 
Immediately  on  their  dropping  jisteni  1  opened  fire  on  the  bluff  battery,  which 
had  not  yet  been  silenc<*d.  When  the  dense  smoke  which  previously  obscured 
the  vessels  had  passed  away,  I  found  that  you,  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Brooklyn,  Katahdin,  and  this  vessel,  had  passed  up,  and 
that  the  mortar- vessels  had  discontinued  their  fire.  Plac(»d  in  this  position,  I 
again  referred  to  your  orders,  which  were :  "  But  if  the  action  should  be  con- 
tinued, the  ships  and  the  Iroquois  and  Oneida  will  stop  their  engines  and  drop 
down  the  river  again,  keeping  up  their  fire  until  directed  otherwise."  Retainin|r 
my  position  astern  of  the  Brooklyn,  J  continued  firing  upon  the  batteries  untu 
my  supply  of  animiuiition  was  so  reduced  that  I  deemc^d  it  advisable  to  desist. 
The  hospital  and  other  batteries,  which  had  been  silenced  for  a  while,  had  at 
this  time  opened  again.  The  battery  on  the  bluft'  was  firing  with  vigor,  and 
was  assisted  by  some  }irtillery  in  the  woods.     With  shot  and  shell  falling 
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around  us,  1  am  happy  to  report  uo  casualties  or  injury  to  this  vessel.  The 
officers  and  men  performed  their  duty  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and  coolness. 
I  cannot  retrain  from  mentioning  my  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  F.  B.  Blake, 
who  personally  attended  to  the  firing  of  every  gun.  The  following  is  the  ex- 
penditure of  ammunition,  viz  :  14  eleven-inch  shells,  10"  fuze ;  2  eleven-inch 
shells,  15"  fiize ;  16  Parrott  shells,  percussion  ;  5  Parrott  shells,  time  fiize,  5" ; 
5  Parrott  shells,  time  fuze,  10". 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er\'ant, 

JOHN  H   RUSSELL, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  I).  G.  Farragct, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Further  reports  of  the  action  at  Vicksburg,  June  28,  and  supplementary  report 
of  Captain  Craven  of  action  below  New  Orleans ^  April  24  and  25. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburgf  July  3,  1862. 

SiH  ;  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  reports  of  the  Oneida,  Rich- 
mond, Hartford,  Sciota,  and  Winona,  of  the  action  at  Vicksburg  on  the  28th  of 
tlune,  1862.  I  enclose  also  the  report  of  Commander  Palmer,  of  the  Iroquois, 
of  the  action  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

Ver>'  res  ;ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag'OfficfTt  Cofumanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellejs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  borne  by  the  Oneida  in  the  engage- 
ment with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Vicksburg  this  morning. 

At  2.10  a.  m.  the  Hag-ship  made  private  signal  to  the  fleet  to  get  under  way. 
Stopped  coaling,  cast  off  from  the  coal  bark,  called  all  hands  and  got  under 
way,  lashed  the  hammocks  along  the  starboard  side  to  hold  splinters,  beat  to 
quarters  and  cleared  ship  for  action,  and  stood  up  the  river,  the  Iroquois  in  line 
ahe4id,  the  Richmond  astern  of  us,  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  following.  At  3.55 
the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  from  his  numerous  batteries  below,  over,  and  above 
the  town.  At  4.15  opened  on  the  enemy's  batteries  in  succession,  firing  for 
fifteen  minutes  or  more  at  the  flash  or  smoke  of  the  batteries  below  and  over 
the  town,  viz :  the  marine  hospital  battery  and  the  batteries  on  the  ridge  over 
that  hospital,  it  being  too  dark  to  see  distinctly  the  batteries  on  the  shady  side 
of  the  hills. 

As  it  grew  light,  orders  were  given  to  fire  as  soon  as  the  smoke  ch»ared  off, 
and  with  good  aim.  We  used  shells,  (5"  fuzes,)  shrapnel,  and  grape,  according 
to  distance,  steaming  so  as  to  keep  between  the  Iroqnois  and  Richmond,  ana 
going  ahead  at  intervals  when  the  enemy  got  our  range  well. 

Having  reached  the  bend  in  the  river,  (the  Iroqnois  ahead  and  the  Richmond 
astern  of  as,)  and  none  of  our  starboara  guns  now  bearing  on  the  batteries, 
pivoted  guns  and  lashed  hammocks  on  the  port  side,  and  prepared  for  enfilading 
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the  batteries  above  the  town,  when  the  iiag-ship  came  up  in  the  proposed  line 
of  fire.     At  6.30  the  Oneida  anchored  near  the  Hartford. 

This  ship  was  struck  four  times.  One  6-inch  rifle  shell  came  through  the 
starboard  after  pivot  port,  killing  S.  H.  Randall,  seaman,  at  the  after  pivot  gan, 
severely  wounding  Richard  Hodgson,  third  assistant  engineer,  at  tne  engine 
bell,  and,  passing  through  the  combings  of  the  engine-room  hatch,  picked  np 
three  loaded  muskets,  (each  lying  fiat  on  the  deck,  on  the  port  siae  of  that 
hatch,)  and  burst  in  tlie  bulwarks,  over  the  first  cutter,  which  was  lowered  to 
near  the  water's  edge,  drove  the  muskets  through  the  open  port  there,  and 
severely  wounded  William  Cowell,  seaman,  who  was  in  the  boat  sounding,  and 
slightly  wounding  Henry  Clark,  chief  boatswain's  mate.  One  8-inch  solid  shot 
struck  on  our  sUirboard  quarter,  near  the  copper,  and  cut  the  mizzenniast  half 
in  two  between  decks.  One  32-pounder  shot  passed  through  the  rail.  A  second 
8-inch  solid  shot  carried  away,  amidships,  the  keel  of  the  launch,  (which  was 
partly  lowered,)  and,  entering  on  the  starboard  side,  struck  the  steam  drum, 
and,  glancing,  fell  hito  the  fire-room. 

We  expended  19  eleven-inch  shells,  5"  fuzes ;  16  eleven-inch  shrapnel ;  3 
eleven-inch  grape,  from  the  two  pivot  guns ;  12  six-inch  shells;  6  32-poiinder 
gi'ape,  from  the  two  thirty-twos ;  and  28  thirty-pounder  bolts,  froni  twe  rifle 
guns — most  of  these  from  the  forecastle  pivot  gun. 

The  officers  and  men  did  th(;ir  duty  well.     The  enemy's  fire  was  heavy.     I 
enclose  the  surgeon's  report.     We  have  no  carpenter. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

8.  PHILLIPS  LEE,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farracjlt, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqtuidron. 


Unitkd  States  Ship  Onbida, 
Above  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  June  28,  18G2. 

Sir  :  I  beg  Ipave  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  occurred  during 
an  engagement  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Vicksburg  this  morning: 
Killed, — Stephen  II.  Randall,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Richard  M.  Hodgson,  .Sd  assistant  engineer,  severely— extensive 
contusion  and  laceration  of  tlie  leg;  William  Cowell,  seaman,  comminated  frac- 
ture of  the  ulna  and  bii-sjil  bones,  and  deep  flesh-wound  of  the  thigh ;  Heniy 
Clarke,  boatswain's  mate,  slightly  cut  on  the  leg. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  Y.  TAYLOR,  Surgeon. 
Commander  S.  l^niLLirs  Lkb,  U.  iS.  A", 

Commaytding  United  States  Ship  Ontuda. 


Umtkd  Statks  Steam kr  Richmond, 
Ahove  Viclishurgj  JMississijypi,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  tlu;  honor  to  enclose  here* 
with  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  ciisualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  en- 
gagement with  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  this  morning.  I  also  send,  for  your 
information,  the  reports  of  th(i  ciirpenter  and  boatswain,  showing  the  injiiiy 
done  to  the  Richmond  by  the  enemy's  shot. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well  I  find  it  impossible  to  designate  any  porticnlar 
individual,  either  among  the  officers  or  men,  as  meriting  especial  notice  for  gal- 
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lantry  and  good  conduct  during  the  Bpirited  fight  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour, 
and  was  for  the  most  part  at  short  range.  Still,  I  feel  that  I  should  he  doing 
great  injustice  to  the  officer  to  whom  the  careful  training  and  consequent  steadi- 
ness of  the  crew  is  due,  if  I  were  to  fail  to  give  him  the  credit  he  nas  so  fairly 
won ;  I  refer  to  Lieutenant  Cummings,  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship,  and  I 
trust  that  a  grateful  country  will  soon  reward  him  in  some  way  for  his  untiring 
leal  and  devotion  to  his  profession  and  her  cause. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Commander, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraodt, 

Commanding  Wettem  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Ukitbd  States  Ship  Richmond, 

June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectftilly  heg  leave  to  report  the  damage  received  by  this  vessel  in 
the  action  on  Vicksburg  this  day.  She  was  struck  by  an  8-inch  shot  between 
Nos.  4  and  5  gun-ports,  cutting  through  chain  plate  and  plank  shear,  tearing  up 
seven  planks  of  spar  deck,  cutting  through  fore-and-aft  knee,  destroying  cariine, 
breaking  diagonal  knee,  shattering  beam,  and  imbedding  itself  therein  ;  also,  by 
an  8-inch  shot  forward  of  No.  6  gun- port,  cutting  through  plank  shear  and  one 

Slank  of  deck,  shattering  the  adjoining  plank,  passing  over,  grazing  boat's 
avit.  Between  Nos.  13  and  14  gun-ports,  by  an  8-inch  shell  entering  just 
below  the  mizzen  channels,  passing  through  bulwark,  cutting  off  two  timbers, 
tearing  badly  three  streaks  of  ceiling,  striking  trunnion  of  gun,  and,  bounding 
broke  two  boarding  pikes  at  mizzenmast.  We  were  struck,  fdso,  by  a  shot  on  the 
cheek  of  the  foremast  and  trestle-tree,  cutting  off  the  head  of  forestaysail  masi. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HIRAM  L.  DIXON,  Carpenter. 
Commander  Jambs  Aldbn, 

Commanding  United  States  skip  Riekmond. 


Unitbd  States  Stbam-Sloop  Richmond, 

Of  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  damages  sustained 
by  this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant,  in  the  boatswain's 
department,  viz :  Three  shrouds,  starboard  fore  rigging,  one  maintopmast  stay, 
out-haul  and  down-haul  of  fore  trysail,  all  shot  away. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  S.  CHOATE,  Boatstoain. 
Commander  Jambs  Aldbn, 

Commanding  United  States  Steam" Sloop  Riekmond. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  the  part  token  by  this  ship  in  the  battle  of 
yesterday,  in  passing  the  forts  at  Vicksburff. 

We  were  under  way  before  daylight,  and  reached  the  •cene  of  actioR  as  day 
was  breaking,  when  the  eaenj  opened  fixe  on  rs  from  his  scatteied  batienet  ott 
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shore.  We  returned  it  as  they  came  in  range,  going  at  slow  speeds  our  gmu 
being  worked  with  admirable  coolness  and  deliberation^  which  was  absolutely 
requisite,  as  we  labored  under  the  great  disadvantage  of  not  knowing  the  Bitii^- 
tion  of  the  batteries,  which  were  only  discovered  by  the  flash  and  the  smoke  of 
their  guns ;  some,  also,  were  on  high  bluffs,  rendering  it  difficult  to  elevate  our 
guns  to  reach  them. 

We  were  under  fire  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  receiving  it  on  the  hroadflide^ 
and  being  raked  ahead  and  astern.  The  enemy  fired  with  ereat  precision,  and, 
although  we  silenced  some  of  their  batteries,  they  returned  to  them  when  we 
had  passed  and  our  guns  would  no  longer  bear,  and  recommenced  firing.  We 
stopped  opposite  one  of  the  lower  batteries  more  effectually  to  silence  it.  It 
would  have  been  easy  to  have  passed  by  the  batteries  under  full  steam  and 
speed,  with  much  less  risk  from  the  enemy's  fire;  but  then  our  object  would 
not  have  been  gained  in  driving  them  away  from  their  guns. 

We  are  much  cut  up,  both  in  hull  and  rigging,  which  the  enclosed  reports  of 
boatswain  and  carpenter  will  show.  The  rigging  was  soon  temporarily  secured, 
under  the  direction  of  our  indefatigable  boatswain,  James  Walker.  ,  The  enemy 
used — as  was  shown  by  our  finding  them  on  board  after  the  action — 80-pounder 
rifle,  32-pounders  and  8-inch  shot;  also,  rifle  and  musket  balls— one  of  our 
men  being  wounded  by  the  latter  while  working  a  howitzer  in  the  top. 

The  executive  officer,  James  S.  Thornton,  deserves  much  credit  for  his  excel- 
lent distribution  of  the  crew,  at  the  gun  and  other  divisions,  and  his  efficient 
distribution  of  them  during  the  action.  The  commanding  officers  of  divisions 
also  deserve  mention — doing  their  duty  with  spirit  and  ability.  They  were: 
Lieutenant  Albert  Kautz,  first  division ;  Master  John  G.  Watson,  second  division; 
Acting  Master  Daniel  0.  Murphy,  third  division ;  and  Acting  Master  Ezra  L. 
Gtwdwin,  powder  division. 

The  marine  guard,  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Jno.  L.  Broome,  had  charge 
of  two  broadside  guns,  and  fought  them  well,  tlius  sustaining  the  reputation  of 
that  distinguished  corps.  In  making  this  report  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to 
supply  an  omission  inadvertently  made  in  my  last  report  of  the  battle  of  the 
24th  and  25th  of  April ;  it  is  in  speaking  of  the  mcnlical  department,  which, 
under  its  head.  Fleet  Surgeon  Foltz,  was  administered  admirably,  both  in  this 
and  tlie  former  battles.  I'lie  engineer  department,  under  Chief  Engineer  James 
B.  Kimball,  won  much  praises  for  it^s  prompt  and  efficient  working,  both  in 
passing  the  forts  and  batteries  at  New  Orleans  and  also  in  this  fiight;  a  fiulnre 
promptly  to  obey  the  bells  or  the  giving  out  of  the  engines  might  have  led  to 
much  disaster.  Acting  Midshipman  Herbert  B.  Tyson,  doing  the  duty  of  acting 
master,  besides  carrying  on  those  duties  with  credit,  also  had  charge  of  a  bioMp 
side  gun  manned  by  his  division.  In  fact,  all^-officers  and  men — ^were  a  credit 
to  the  ship  and  to  the  country  for  which  they  have  so  gallantly  fought. 

We  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  in  only  having  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one 
man — Edward  E.  J(?nnings,  seaman — and  having  a  few  only  slightly  wounded, 
under  such  a  heavy  fire.     I  enclose  the  fleet  surgeon's  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WAINWRIGHT, 
Commander  United  SUUes  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Ahove  Vick^burg,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  :29th  instant,  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report  of  damages  received  in  action  of  the  28th  instant: 
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One  shot  through  cut-water,  (68-pounder;)  one  on  water  line,  abaft  of  fore- 
mast, and  through  shell-room,  (68-pounder;)  one  under  fore-chains,  above  air- 
port, carrying  away  upper  clamp  and  hanging-knee,  (80-pounder,  rifle;)  one 
through  starboard  hammock-netting,  abreast  of  mainmast,  (32-pounder;)  one 
through  starboard  battery,  abreast  of  foremast,  (68-pounder;)  one  through  poop- 
cabin,  starboard  side,  carrying  away  forward  beam  and  two  hanging-knees, 
bulkliead,  &c.  Main  topsail  yard  shot  away;  barge's  keel  shot  away;  gig 
damaged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JA8.  H.  CONLEY, 
Carpenter f  United  States  Navy. 
Captain  R.  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  Stntes  Flag- Ship  Hartford, 


Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Above  Vickiburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  this  ship  during  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  viz : 
Killed, — Edward  E.  Jennings,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Charles  Allen,  seaman,  head ;  Alex'r  Capron,  landsman,  head ; 
Lawnjuce  Fay,  boy;  Patrick  Roach,  coal-heaver;  Sylvester  Becket,  Alfred 
Stone  and  John  Hardigan,  landsmen;  Jno.  H.  Knowles,  quartermaster;  and 
Nathan  J.  Salter,  ordinary  seaman;  all  slightly.  Philip  Roberts,  seaman, 
severely ;  Joseph  Guido,  ordinary  seaman,  thigh ;  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut 
and  Jno.  L.  Broome,  captain  of  marines,  slight  contusions. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  FUet  Surgeon. 
Commander  Richard  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Flxig-Ship  Hartford. 


United  States  Flag-Ship,  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  instant,  I  respectfully  submit; 
the  following  report  of  damages  done  rigging  in  the  action  of  the  28th  instant : 
Five  stiirboara  mizzen  shrouds  cut  away.  One  mizzen  topmast  backstay, 
two  main  topmast  backstays  starboard,  two  starboard  main  slir<mds,  two  fore 
topmast  backstays,  one  port  fore  shroud,  two  starboard  fore  shrouds,  one  bow 
sprit  shroud,  and  some  running  rigging  also  cut  away. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WALKER, 
Boatswain,  United  States  Navy. 
Captain  Richard  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hartford. 


United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  in  passing  the  batteries  this  a.  m.,  Aug.  Ellsworth, 
ordinar}'  seaman,  was  killed;  E.  W.  Hathaway,  seaman,  lost  his  lell  arm  above 
the  elbow;  Wm.  Onne,  landflman,  was  slightly  wounded;  and  Clarence  Miller, 
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landsman,  slightly  wounded  in  the  liead.  The  veseel  was  stnick  on  the  sterixNurd 
quarter,  demol itching  the  quarter-hoat  and  drivuig  in  the  spirketing'.  Another 
shot  came  through  the  starboard  bulwarks,  under  the  top-gallant  fbrecmatle, 
shattering  and  carrying  away  one  of  the  knees  and  round  housefl ;  another  thot 
went  through  the  centre  of  the  foremast,  lialf-way  up. 

Herewith,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  casualties. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED  WD  DONALDSON, 

LieuUmani  Cantmanding. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragdt, 

Commandiitg  Wutem  Chdf  Bl^fckading  Squadron. 

The  riiie-gun  carriage  was  rendered  useless  by  a  shot  which  stnick  it  midcr 
the  muzzle  of  th(;  gun,  passed  through  the  breast-piece,  and  knocked  away  the 
brackets  and  iron- work  on  port  side  of  gun. 

H.  A.  ADAMS,  Jr^ 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 


United  States  Gunboat,  Sciota, 
Mtstuiippi  River,  above  Vicksburgf  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  find  I  omitted,  in  my  report  of  yesterday's  date,  to  state  that  the  car- 
riage of  the  20-pounder  Parrott  gun,  on  the  forecastle,  was  so  badly  injured  as 
to  render  the  gun  perfectly  useless,  the  breeching  plate,  eccentric,  and  forward 
part  of  carriage  being  demolished. 

'Tis  useless  for  me  to  state  how  coolly  the  officers  and  men  behaved  while 
under  the  (memy's  fire.  They  all  verified  the  good  opinions  formed  of  them 
when  passing  Forts  St  Philip  and  Jackson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

EDWARD  DONALDSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

United  States  Steamer  Hartford. 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Ahove  Vicksburg,  June  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  no  casualties  to  life  or  limb  in  the  action 
of  this  morning  with  the  batteries  in  or  about  the  city  of  Vicksbnrg.  Two 
small  shots,  eitlier  grape  or  small  field-piece,  passed  through  our  forward  star- 
board bulwark,  cutting  away  one  stanchion  and  slightly  splitting  the  spirkcting. 
The  damajre  \a  easily  n»paired.  The  vessels  of  the  fleet,  while  passing*  the 
city,  wore  first  exposed  to  a  heavy  plunging  fire  from  the  batteries  on  the  top 
of  the  bhiftrt,  crc>ss-fir(»8  from  batteri(?»  (five  in  number,  I  think)  in  variona 
places,  then  to  raking  fires  from  above  and  below;  and,  while  passing  the  last 
battery  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city,  to  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  con- 
cealed marksmen,  and,  lastly,  to  the  raking  fire  of  heavy  guns  for  nearly  two 
miles  above  the  last  battery. 

When  I  ciime  abreast  of  the  upper  battery  it  was  entirely  clear  of  men,  haTing 
been  cleared  by  the  guns  of  the  flag-ship;  but,  as  soon  as  I  passed,  they 
turned  and  opened  a  very  spiteful  fire  upon  the  flag-ship,  Iroquois,  Pinokp 
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this  ship,  until  beyond  range.    Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  it  seems 
miraculous  that  no  more  damage  was  sustained  by  the  fleet. 

From  the  experience  of  this  morning  I  am  satisfied  that  ships  can  clear 
batteries  when  placed  on  a  level  with  them,  or  nearly  so,  though  the  men  return 
to  them  as  soon  as  the  ship's  guns  cease  to  bear;  but  as  to  batteries  placed  on  hills 
and  bluffs,  ships  are  almost  useless  against  them. 

I  conclude,  sir,  by  commending  to  your  notice  the  good  conduct  of  all  on 
board.     Where  all  were  alike  conspicuous  it  would  be  unjust  to  particularize. 

Mr.  Sanborn,  acting  as  pilot,  remained  in  the  gangway  during  the  whole  ac- 
tion, and  assisted  in  conning  the  ship.  Mr.  Sanborn  is  not  a  regular  river  pilot, 
but  a  raftsman,  partly  pressed  into  the  service,  and  1  think  a  good  Union  ^nan. 
Some  notice  from  you,  sir,  I  think  would  be  appreciated  by  him,  and  others 
like  him  in  the  fleet. 

Herewith  I  transmit  tbe  return  of  ammunition  expended  in  the  engagement 
of  this  morning. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Iroquois, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  submit  the  following  report : 

At  two  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  signal  being  made  from  the  flag-ship, 
I  got  under  way  and  steamed  slowly  up,  (the  programme  being  that  the  Iroquois 
wart  to  lead  the  attack  upon  Vicksburg,)  and  was  up  close  into  the  lower  battery 
before  wo  were  discovered,  when  they  opened  fire,  which  was  immediately  re- 
turned. We  so  fought  our  way  up,  runniug  close  into  the  town,  having  a  raking 
fire  from  the  fort  above  and  a  plunging  fire  from  the  batteries  on  the  hill, 
together  with  broadsides  from  the  cannon  planted  in  the  streets,  and,  what  is 
most  strange,  through  all  this  heavy  concentrated  fire,  with  the  exception  of 
cutting  away  both  oui^  mainstays,  and  some  other  immaterial  damage  to  the 
rigging,  we  escaped  without  injury.  One  shell  burst  on  board  of  us,  scattering 
its  fragments  around,  and  yet  no  casualty  occurred. 

We  remained  off*  the  upper  battery  until  joined  by  the  flag-ship,  when,  fol- 
lowing your  motions,  we  anchored  out  of  range.  My  men  and  oflicers  behaved 
with  the  same  coolness"  which,  I  learn,  so  distinguished  them  in  the  attack  on 
the  forts  below  New  Orleans. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  D.  6.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Wissahickon, 

Offth^  Yazoo  river,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  our  engagement  with 
the  rebel  batteries  on  the  heights  of  Vicksburg.  Yesterdav  morning,  at  about 
two  o'clock,  observing  the  signal  from  the  flag-ship  for  the  fleet  to  weigh  anchor 
and  proceed  to  the  attack*  aa  arranged  by  general  order,  we  were  soon  under 
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way  and  eteaming  slowly  np  the  river.  By  four  o'clock  we  were  in  oar  BtatioB, 
astern  of  the  Iroquois,  and  on  the  port  quarter  of  the  Richmond,  the  Oneidt 
ahead  and  close  to  us,  the  remainder  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadzon  not  in  Bight 

At  4.15  the  hatteries  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us,  which  we  immediatcij 
returned  with  our  Parrott  rifle  and  eleven-inch  gun.  Arriving  opposite  the  city, 
and  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  lower  batteries,  our  two  24--pounder  how- 
itzers, charged  with  shrapnel,  were  brought  into  operation  and  did  good  Berriee 
in  clearing  the  batteries  of  their  crews.  The  action  continued  for  one  honr, 
during  which  the  Wissahickon  received  four  shots.  Our  port  main  rigging  wa« 
shot  away,  and  an  eight-inch  shell  struck  the  vessel  at  the  water-line,  entering 
the  berth-deck,  where  it  killed  one  man  and  wounded  all  the  men  stationed  to 
pass  shot  and  powder  on  that  deck.  Our  loss  in  the  battle,  though  not  heavy, 
is  still  severe.  Master's  Mate  Charles  M.  Bird  received  a  compound  fracture  of 
the  lei^  arm ;  ward-room  cook  killed,  and  five  of  the  crew  wounded.  A  severe 
attack  of  fever  had  confined  me  to  bed  for  several  days  previous  to  the  action, 
and  I  could  do  but  little  during  its  continuance  except  to  enconiaget  hy  my 
presence  on  deck,  the  crew  to  do  their  duty  faithfully. 

To  Lieutenant  E.  E.  Potter,  the  executive  officer,  belongs  the  credit  of  our 
success,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Wissahickon  did  tlieir  duty  faithfully,  and  to  my  entire  satiafiBLCtion. 

After  passing  the  batteries,  I  proceeded,  according  to  my  orders,  to  the  month 
of  the  Yazoo  river,  but  the  gunboats  named  in  your  order,  which  were  to  join 
me,  not  having  come  up,  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  attempt  the  ascent  of  the 
river  alone.     1  shall,  therefore,  await  vour  further  orders. 
1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

JOHN  DbCAMP, 

Cammamdimg. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraolt,  U.  S.  X., 

Commanding  W,  Gulf  Squadron^  near  Vlcktburg,  Mist. 


Flag-Officer  Farragut's  report  of  affairs  above  Vicksbwrg^  July  6,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Habtpobo, 

Abate  Mcksburg,  July  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  we  are  still  at  this  place,  bombarding  it  by 
the  mortars  from  both  sides  of  the  peninsula.  Flag-Officer  Davis  has  four  mor- 
tars, and  Commander  Porter  sixteen.  Commander  Porter  has  bard  worii  to 
keep  them  from  attacking  him  with  riflemen;  thus  far,  however,  he  has  always 
got  the  best  of  them,  and  forced  them  to  retreat.  He  reported  yesterdaj  that 
ho  hnd  found  five  dead  bodies  in  the  swamp  near  him,  and  large  quantities  of 
shoes,  knapsacks,  muskets,  &c.,  showing  that  he  had  driven  them  precipitatdy 
from  the  woods. 

I  nH»eived  a  telegram  yesterday  from  General  Halleck,  a  copy  of  it  is  here* 
with  enclosed,  bv  which  it  appears  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  co-operate  with 
us  for  some  wtM*ks  yet. 

Flag-Oliioor  l>avis  received  a  letter  lin^m  Goneral  Grant  at  the  same  time,  at 
Memphis,  staling  that  it  was  n'ported  that  Kichmond  was  taken.  Should  this 
be  true,  no  doubt  but  what  Vieksburg  will  soon  fall,  but  it  must  l>e  by  troops 
coniinjr  down  in  the  rt\ir.  The  ciiv  is  sacriticed  bv  the  soldiers;  it  has  been 
abandon«*d  by  the  inhabitants.  The  ditch  acn^ss  the  peninsula  will  soon  be 
dtfp  enough  for  the  water  to  run  thn">ugh.  unless  tlu'  river  should  fall  very  last. 
We  art*  now  in  hopes  of  a  litth'  rist\  a  foot  or  so  will  accomplish  the  object. 

I  have  the  gunboats  looking  to  the  bluffs  below,  and  giving  convoy  to 
supply  vessi*fe. 
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I  hear  nothing  of  the  Cajnga  or  Kearsage. 

I  hope  tlie  department  will  not  supersede  Commander  Bell  in  the  command 
of  the  Brooklyn,  for  you  may  depeua  upon  it  the  navy  has  not  a  braver  man 
or  better  officer.       •••••••• 

I  hear  by  a  deserter  to  Greneral  Williams  that  General  Breckinridge  is  in 
command  at  Vicksburg,  and  they  seizing  every  one  for  the  army. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obd't  serv't, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  Navy^  Washington, 


United  States  Military  Telegraph, 

Memphis,  July  3,  1862. 

[By  telegraph  from  Corinth.] 

The  scattered  and  weakened  condition  of  my  forces  renders  it  impossible  for 
me,  at  the  present,  to  detach  any  troops  to  co-operate  with  you  on  Vicksburg. 
Probably  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  as  soon  as  I  can  get  my  troops  more  concen- 
trated ;  this  may  delay  the  clearing  of  the  river,  but  its  accomplishment  will  be 
certain  in  a  few  weeks. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  great  success. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

Major  General, 
Flag-Officer  Farraout, 

Commanding  United  States  flotilla  in  the  Mississippi, 


Commander  D,  D.  Porter'' s  report  of  the  operations  of  the  mortar  fleet  at 

Vicksburg, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Above  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  July  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  the  report  of  Commander  D.  D.  Porter  of  his  opera- 
tions since  the  receipt  of  his  orders  to  join  me  at  Vicksburg  up  to  date,  and  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  nothing  could  exceed  that  officer's  perse- 
verance in  getting  to  the  scene  of  his  labors,  or  the  steadiness  with  which  his 
officers  and  men  have  carried  on  his  work  of  demolition  and  annoyance  to  the 
enemy,  while  I  deeply  regret  the  chance  shots  which  caused  the  death  of  his 
brave*  men.  But,  as  1  stated  in  my  last  communication,  Commander  Porter's 
service  has  been  hard  upon  his  officers  and  crew,  though  they  have  performed 
it  well,  willingly,  and  unflinchingly. 

We  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  recording  the  combined  attack  by  army 
and  navy,  for  which  we  all  so  ardently  long. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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United  States  Steamer  Octobora, 

Vickslmrg,  July  3,  1262. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  orders  received  from  yon  I  sailed  iron  Pensacola  mt 
tlie  3d  of  June,  and  on  tlie  9tb  had  all  the  mortar  vessels  in  New  Orleans.  Oa 
the  13th  sixteen  vessels,  in  tow  of  the  steamers,  had  left  for  Vid^Bbni]^,  on  kalf 
rations,  the  officers  and  men  being  desirous  to  arrive  at  the  scene  of  nction  ia 
good  time.  On  the  20th  we  were  before  Vicksburg,  ready  for  Bervice»  baving 
met  with  no  delay  or  accidents  on  the  passage.  On  one  occasion  the  flotilla 
was  attacked  with  field-pieces  at  Ellis  BIu£fs,  but  the  rebels  were  liandsomely 
repulsed  by  the  Owasco  and  Jackson,  Lieutenants  Commanding  Guest  and 
Woodworth.  The  mortar  schooners  George  Mangham  and  Anetta,  Actiitf 
Masters  John  Collins  and  Thomas  £.  Smith,  and  the  Horace  Beales  axid  Saru 
Bruin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese  and  Acting  Master  A.  ChriBtian,  were 
also  attacked  at  different  times,  but  they  whipped  off  the  rebek,  and  pnnned 
their  voyage  in  peace.  The  latter  schooner  baa  two  men  seriously  hurt,  havhig 
each  lost  an  arm  by  a  12-pound  shot.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breeee  giTCS 
his  officers  full  credit  for  behaving  handsomely  under  a  troublesome  fire  Iiob 
field-pieces  and  concealed  riflemen.  ' 

On  the  21st,  with  a  mortar  schooner  alongside,  I  proceeded  up  toward  the 
city  of  Vicksburg,  to  obtain  ranges  and  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  forts,  about 
which  we  had  no  information.  The  rebels  allowed  us  to  get  witlun  good  ranges 
when  they  opened  on  us  with  all  their  batteries,  without,  however,  doing  any 
harm,  and  enabled  us  to  get  the  desired  information.  I  gave  them  four  bombs, 
to  lot  them  see  they  were  in  range,  and  some  100-pound  rifle  shots,  and  returned 
to  the  anchorage,  after  satisfying  myself  about  the  proper  position  to  place  the 
mortar  vessels  in. 

On  June  26  I  was  employed  all  niglit  getting  the  mortars  in  position.  Nine 
on  the  right-hand  side  going  up,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Smith,  and  eight  on  the  left  side,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Queen.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese  was  left  at  New  Orleans  to  bring  up 
the  last  vessels.  He  was  detained,  also,  getting  the  Seii  Foam  afloat,  whicu 
vessel  had  grounded  badly  on  a  sand-bar,  where  she  will  most  likely  remain  for 
the  rest  of  the  season.  The  position  selected  hero  for  the  mortars  was  a  beauti- 
ful one  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  rivtT,  at  2,500  yards  from  the  main  batteiy, 
and  2,200  from  the  water  battery.  The  vessels  on  the  port  side,  about  700 
yards  further  off,  were  rather  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  but  were  so  covered 
up  with  bushes  that  it  was  not  easy  to  see  them  at  that  distance,  much  less  to 
fire  accurately  at  them. 

When  the  mortars  were  all  in  position  they  opened  their  fire  deliberately,  ftir 
the  purpose  mainly  of  getting  ranges,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing  after  a  few 
fires.  The  i^nt^my  opened  on  them  from  all  their  batteries  in  range,  but,  though 
they  fired  all  around  and  over  them,  none  were  struck.  A  kind  Providence 
seems  to  look  out  for  this  little  fleet.  Tliey  soon  silenced  the  batteries,  and 
were  enabled  to  pursue  their  experiments  unmolested. 

On  June  27  the  morttirs  opened  again  on  the  forts  at  5.45  a.  m.,  firing  rapidly. 
The  rebels  attempted  to  respond,  but  were  driven  away  from  their  gmis  after 
we  had  fired  a  little  less  tlian  an  hour.  The  steamers  were  also  employed, 
throwing  in  an  effective  fire  with  their  rifle-guns.  The  practice  was  kept  up 
during  the  day  with  good  effect,  many  of  the  bomb-shells  going  into  the  forts 
or  bursting  over  them.  Only  one  vessel,  the  C.  P.  Williams,  was  struck  on  this 
day,  a  7-inch  sh(?ll  lodging  in  her  1k)w  and  sticking  there,  showing  that  the 
enemy's  powder  was  bad.  At  sunset  we  ceased  firing,  and  at  8  o'clock  opened 
again  with  all  the  mortars  on  the  town,  doing  much  damage.  At  8.30  1  sent 
the  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest,  up  abreast  of  the  town  to  threw 
some  incendiary  shells,  which  proved  to  be  failures,  as  they  did  not  explode. 

June  28,  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  sqimdron  made  a  move  to  pass  the  batterkflt 
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and  the  flotilla  Bteamere  got  tinder  way  to  take  their  position,  which  was  to  enfi- 
lade the  water  batteries  as  the  ships  passed.  The  headmost  vessels  of  the 
squadron  passed  along  a  little  before  time,  unsupported,  and  our  vessels  could 
not  get  near  enough  to  them  to  be  of  any  service.  Five  of  the  above-mentioned 
vessels  went  gallantly  on,  despite  the  fire  of  the  batterief ,  throwing  in  their  grape 
and  cannister,  favored  much  oy  the  heavy  atmosphere  and  early  morning  lighlj 
At  4  o^clock  the  flag-ship  came  along,  with  two  gunboats.  By  that  time  the 
mortar  steamers  had  got  nearly  into  position,  and  moved  up  toward  the  batte- 
ries, throwing  in  a  quick  fire.  Nearly  all  the  mortars  had  qommenced  as  the 
Kiclimond  passed,  and  the  shells  were  falling  very  well  and  rapidly,  the  Hart- 
ford and  gunboats  opening  their  batteries  with  grape,  cannister,  and  shrapnel. 
The  air  seemed  to  be  filled  with  projectiles.  The  lower  batteries  were  silenced 
for  the  time,  though  I  saw  that  the  rebels  would  manage  to  get  a  shot  or  so  at 
the  ships  after  they  had  passed  along.  The  batteries  out  of  range  of  the  mor- 
tars were  very  severe,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  some  ships  lost,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  as  many  as  they  did  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  I  regret  that 
the  mortars  were  not  able  to  reach  these  batteries. 

About  the  time  the  Hartford  passed  the  Octorora'i  wheel-ropes  got  jammed 
*  below,  and  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  drifting  out  of  action,  or  into  some  of 
the  vessels  astern,  as  I  went  drifting  by  the  Miami.  I  hailed  her  commander, 
and  ordered  him  up  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries.  Also  hailed  the 
Jackrion,  and  ordered  tbe  Westfield  and  Clifton  to  go  ahead  of  me  until  I  could 
relieve  myself  from  my  unpleasant  position.  The  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Guest,  and  Harriet  Jjane,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wainwright,  had 
been  ordered  to  act  at  discretion,  and  throw  on  their  fire  to  the  best  advantage, 
which  they  did  effectually.  The  river  being  narrow,  and  the  current  very 
strong,  it  was  impossible  to  manoeuvre  so  many  vessels  to  advantage,  and  leave 
room  for  the  squadron  of  ships  to  pass. 

I  had  cleared  my  wheel-ropes,  and  succeeded  in  getting  again  to  my  place 
ahead,  and  was  in  fine  position  (with  all  tlie  steamers  firing  very  rapidly  and 
effectually)  to  cover  the  Brookljrn,  Katahdin,  and  Kennebec  as  they  came  along, 
presuming  that  they  were  going  to  follow  the  Hartford.  That  vessel  was  now 
two  miles  ahead,  and  appeared  to  be  under  a  heavy  fire  from  a  battery  of  six 
guns  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city,  out  of  mortar  range.  The  Brooklyn  came 
up  a  little  ahead  of  the  mortar  vessels  and  opened  fire,  as  did  the  gunboats 
astern  of  her,  but  did  not  pass  through. 

Not  a  shot  had,  up  to  this  time,  struck  one  of  the  mortar  steamers ;  when, 
finding  it  neccst^ary  to  slow  the  engines,  to  get  out  of  the  line  of  the  Brooklyn's 
fire,  the  vessel  became  stationary,  and  a  fair  target  for  what  guns  the  enemy 
wen*  able  to  fire.  The  Jackson,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  was 
struck  badly  with  rifle  shell,  one  of  which  exploded  in  her  wheel-house,  disa- 
bling the  man  at  the  wheel  by  cutting  ofi'  his  leg,  and  knocking  her  steering 
apparatus  to  pic^^es,  which  disabled  her.  The  otlier  struck  the  pillar  block 
support,  almost  cutting  it  in  two.  This  steamer  being  disabled,  the  Clifton, 
IJcutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  went  to  her  assistance,  (by  signal,)  and,  while 
in  the  act  of  taking  her  in  tow,  a  7-inch  shot  passed  in  on  the  Clifton's  port 
bow,  going  through  her  boiler.  By  this  catastrophe,  six  of  the  men  in  and  about 
the  magazine  were  scalded  to  death,  and  others  were  scalded  severely.  The 
steum  drove  eight  or  ten  men  overboard,  one  of  whom  was  drowned.  The  Jack- 
son, Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  now  became  the  helping  ship,  and 
pick<Hi  up  out  of  the  water  the  Clifton's  men,  that  steamer  being  completely 
disabled.  The  Westfield,  on  approaching  to  assist  her,  was  struck  on  the  frame 
of  her  engine,  by  a  heavy  rifle  shot,  which,  fortunately,  did  not  go  through, 
having  struck  butt-end  foremost,  and  consequently  caused  but  short  delay.  In 
the  meantime  the  Octororm  dropped  out  of  fire,  took  the  Clifton  in  tow,  and  re- 
moved her  to  a  place  of  safety.  The  Jackson  drifted  out  elear.  No  further 
necessity  existing  for  the  ioiUIa  ateamen  remaining  under  fire^  (the  Brooklyn 
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and  those  astern  of  her  having  slowed  their  engines,  and  proceeding  no  further.) 
the  signal  was  made  to  retire  under  cover  of  the  woods,  having  been  sixty-five 
minutes  under  fire.  Although  the  steamers  disabled  were  in  a  strong  cnrmit, 
and  narrow,  crowded  river,  they  were  handled  and  taken  out  of  action  withofat 
confusion  of  any  kind,  beyond  that  occasioned  by  the  escaping  steam  on  board 
the  Clifton  Such  a  calamity  is  always  appalling  to  those  unused  to  the  effects 
of  such  a  terrible  enemy  on  board  their  own  vessel.  The  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  on  board  the  Clifton  was  creditable  in  the  highest  degree,  and  I  r^;TCt 
to  say  that  those  scalded  to  death  were  some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  vessel. 

No  further  casualties  occurred  of  any  consequence.  The  Jackson  and  Clifton 
are  temporarily  repaired,  the  latter  working  under  one  boiler.  All  the  steameis 
took  good  positions,  and  their  commanders  did  their  duty  properly.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  a  combined  attack  of  army  and  navy  had  not  been  inade,  by  which 
something  more  substantial  might  have  been  accomplished.  Suck  an  attack,  I 
think,  would  have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  city.  Ships  and  mortar  ressds 
can  keep  full  possession  of  the  river,  and  places  near  the  water's  edge,  hnf  thejr 
cannot  crawl  up  hills  three  hundred  feet  high,  and  it  is  that  part  of  Vicksbuig 
which  must  be  taken  by  the  army.  If  it  was  intended  merely  to  VBsb  the  bat; 
tcries  at  Vicksburg,  and  make  a  junction  with  the  fleet  of  llag-Officer  Davis,' 
the  navy  did  it  most  gallantly  and  fearlessly.  It  was  as  handsome  a  thing  as 
has  been  done  during  the  war ;  for  the  batteries  to  be  passed  extended  full  three 
miles,  with  a  three-knot  current,  against  ships  that  could  not  make  eight  knots 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  Again,  sir,  I  have  to  mention  favon> 
bly  the  divisional  officers,  and  the  acting  masters  commanding  mortar  vcssde. 
Anchon'.d  at  all  times  in  a  position  selected  by  myself,  more  with  regard  to  tlM 
object  to  be  accomplished  than  to  any  one's  comfort  or  safety;  knowing  tjiai 
they  will  have  to  stay  there  without  a  chance  of  getting  away  till  I  think  proper 
to  remove  them,  (no  matter  how  thick  the  shot  and  shell  may  fly,)  there  nn 
always  existed  a  rivalry  as  to  who  sliall  have  the  post  of  honor,  (die  leading 
vessel)  almost  certain  to  be  struck,  if  not  destroyed. 

They  know  no  weariness,  and  they  really  seem  to  take  a  delight  in  mortar- 
firing,  which  is  painful  even  to  those  accustomed  to  it.  It  leqairea  more  thn 
ordinary  zeal  to  stand  the  ordeal.  Though  I  may  have  at  times  been  exacting 
and  fault-finding  with  them  for  not  conforming  with  the  rules  of  the  Bervioe» 
(which  requires  the  education  of  a  life-time  to  learn,)  yet  I  cannot  withhold  my 
ap()lause  when  I  see  these  men  working  with  such  earnest  and  untiring  devotioD 
to  their  duties  while  under  fire. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Octorora  behaved  like  veterans ;  and  I  am  mnch 
indebted  to  that  excellent  officer.  Lieutenant  GkK)rge  Brown,  for  the  drill  of  the 
crew,  and  the  perfect  arrangements  made  for  eoing  into  action.  On  the  day  the 
squadron  passed  up,  the  morttirs  were  engaged  in  divisions  in  firing  on  the  enemy 
and  keeping  his  guns  quiet,  and  so  on  up  to  the  1st  of  July. 

Two  or  three  aeserters  came  in,  one  of  them  asserting  a  marvelous  story  that 
the  ships  and  mortars  had  killed  and  wounded  seven  hundred  persons.  No 
doubt  some  were  killed,  but  very  likely  fewer  than  stated,  and  only  in  and  about 
the  fortt*.  Only  two  schooners  were  struck.  One,  the  C.  P.  Williams,  Acting 
Master  Amos  R.  Ijangthome,  in  the  bow ;  the  other,  the  Orvetta,  Acting  Master 
Blanchard,  through  the  foremast.  Nobody  has  been  hurt,  so  far,  in  the  mortar 
vessels. 

On  the  1st  of  July  our  pickets  (which  were  thrown  out  about  a  hundred 
yards)  were  surprised  by  a  large  body  of  rebels  close  to  them,  evidentl}'  intend- 
ing to  surprise  the  mortar  schooners.  They  immediately  came  in  to  report,  the 
enemy  firing  on  them  as  they  retreated.  In  a  moment  all  the  guns  of  .the  mor- 
Uir  vessels  and  flotilla  steamers  opened  on  the  woods  with  grape,  schrapnel, 
cannister,  shell,  and  roundshot,  (the  mortars  throwing  in  bombs  with  snudl 
charges,)  and  we  knew,  if  an  enemy  was  there,  he  could  not  face  a  fire  like  oon, 
from  Miy  guns,  spread  out  along  the  levee  for  about  a  mile.    After  the  woods 
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were  well  shelled,  the  pickets  went  in  and  captured  three  rebel  soldiers,  who 
were  helplessly  stuck  in  the  mud,  from  which  they  had  much  difficulty  in  extri- 
cating themselves,  and  cried  out  lustily  that  they  had  surrendered.  They  were 
brought  in,  with  their  arms  and  accoutrements.  These  men  state  that  two  regi- 
ments, one  from  Tennessee,  the  other  from  Mississippi,  were  put  under  arms,  and 
made  to  believe  they  were  going  to  attack  some  United  States  troops.  Finding 
the  head  of  our  schooners  guarded,  the  rebels  attempted  to  pass  through  the 
middle  of  the  wood  and  enfilade  us,  but  got  helplessly  stuck  in  the  mi<fdle  of 
tlie  swamp,  or  the  thick  mud  which  exists  here.  While  in  this  condition,  our 
guns  commenced  shelling  the  woods,  and  the  two  regiments  were  panic  stricken. 
They  threw  away  their  knapsacks,  cartridge  boxes,  and  everything  that  would 
impede  their  progress.  In  going  over  the  ground  afterwards,  our  men  found 
evidences  of  a  general  stampede  throughout  the  woods;  amongst  other  things 
they  picked  up  from  the  mud  the  heavy  boots  of  a  general  officer,  with  silver 
Bpurs  on.  There  was  evidence  in  the  marks  that  the  enemy  had  been  com- 
pletely **  bogged,"  or  sunk  in  the  mud,  and  our  prisoners  informed  us  that,  had 
we  gone  into  the  woods  at  that  moment,  with  two  hundred  men,  we  could  have 
captured  the  two  regiments,  as  they  were,  for  a  time,  perfectly  helpless,  having 
thrown  away  many  of  their  arms,  &c.  It  was  on  this  marsh  I  depended  for 
safety  when  1  placed  the  schooners  in  position;  for,  without  such  a  natural  de- 
fence, w(;  should  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  concealed  riflemen. 

Not  wishing  to  have  any  mishaps,  I  landed  five  howitzers,  threw  up  works, 
posted  fifty  marines  as  pickets,  and  had  a  large  bell  slung  up  in  the  woods  with 
lines  leading  to  it  from  different  points,  so  that  the  pickets  might  give  immediate 
alarm.  After  which  the  mortar  flotilla  went  to  their  repose  with  great  confidence. 
We  have  held  the  position  we  first  took.  We  have  advanced,  indeed,  300  yards 
with  the  mortars.  We  are  within  2,100  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  in 
short  distance  of  an  army  (which  they  say  consists)  of  thirty  thousand  men — 
a  very  doubtful  estimate,  as  it  will  not  amount  to  a  half  or  a  third  of  that  num- 
ber. From  what  I  can  learn  from  pretty  reliable  sources,  the  regiments  are 
email,  and  do  not  average  500  men  each.  I  do  not  think  there  are  G,000  men 
in  this  town  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  many  of  them  are  sick. 

I  respectfully  submit  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  steamers 
Clifton  and  J.  P.  Jackson.  On  the  Clifton  there  were  eight  killed  and  one 
wounded:  Thomas  Collins,  gunner's  mate ;  Robert  Sargeant,  ship's  cook ;  John 
Burke,  ordinary  seaman;  William  Morris, captain's  cook ;  John  B.  Carlton,  lands- 
man; and  George  B.  Derwent,  (colored,)  wardroom  steward,  killed;  and  John 
Iludson,  master  at  arms,  severely  wounded ;  John  Connor,  2d  class  fireman,  was 
drowned.  On  the  Jackson,  Alexander  Greenwall,  seaman,  was  severely,  if  not 
mortal IVy  wounded. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  enemy  made  another  attack  on  our  pickets  and  drove 
them  in,  wounding  two  of  them,  and  succeeded  in  getting  so  close  as  to  fire  on 
our  decks;  but  they  soon  met  with  the  fire  of  five  field  pieces  which  I  had  placed 
near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  which  must  have  inflicted  severe  punishment. 
Five  d(?ad  bodies  have  since  been  found  and  evidences  of  s(»me  wounded,  from 
the  muskets  and  other  arms  thrown  away,  I  suppose,  in  the  retreat.  Since 
then  we  have  fortified  ourselves  so  that  they  cannot  annoy  us  without  petting 
tlie  worst  of  it.  They  have  shelletl  our  position,  fired  hot  shot  and  rifled  shot 
in  abundance ;  and  though  they  have  made  some  holes  in  the  mortar  vessels,  we 
have  held  our  position,  and  shell  them  out  whenever  we  open  on  them  with 
mortars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 

Fkg-Officer  D,  G.  Fabrauct, 

Commanding  Western  Gnlf  Squadron, 

United  States  Steamer  Hartford, 
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Reports  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crosby,  of  the  Pinola,  and  Lneuienamt 
Commanding  Woodworth,  of  the  J,  P.  Jackson,  of  the  attack  am  Vtekshmrg, 
June  28,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Habtpord, 

Above  Vicksburg,  July  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  fjientenant  Gommanding  P. 
Crosby,  of  the  attack  on  Vick«bnrg,  June  28,  1862;  also  the  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Selim  E.  Woodworth,  commanding  the  gunboat  J.  P.  Jacksoii, 
of  the  same  affair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrom. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Gunboat  Pinola, 

Above  Vicksburg,  June  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  28th  instant  at  3.10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signals,  and  stood  up  the  river  in 
company  with  the  squadron.  At  4  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries, 
which  we  continued  until  6.10  a.  m.,  when  we  bad  passed  Vicksburg*  and  were 
beyond  the  range  of  our  stern  guns,  (24-poimd  howitzers,)  but  within  range  of 
the  enemy's  heavy  rifled  guns  for  some  twenty  minut<?s  after  we  had  ceased 
iiring.  At  6.40  a.  m.  anchored  above  Vicksburg;  fired  irom  the  11-inch  gim 
20  rtlioll,  3  grape,  and  1  shrapnel;  from  the  Parrott  rifle  29  shell;  from  the  how* 
itzers  13  shell  and  20  shrapnel — total  86.  Owing  to  the  smoke  and  remarkably 
scattered  position  of  the  enemy's  guns,  we  labored  under  great  disadvantage  in 
aiming,  wliich  hindered  us  from  firing  more  rapidly.  The  fire  from  the  enemy 
upon  us  wjis  very  severe,  owing  in  a  great  measure,  I  think,  to  our  being  the 
last  vessel  that  passed  their  batteries.  But,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  only  a  lew 
shot  struck  us,  one  of  which,  a  heavy  shot,  struck  John  Brown,  ordinary  awnfn, 
at  the  ll-iuch  gun,  seriously  wounding  him;  another,  a  50-pound  rifle  shot,  eat 
away  the  timber-head  of  the  starboard  after  port;  struck  the  howitser  and  car- 
riage, slightly  defacing  the  former  and  slightly  injuring  the  latter;  it  also  Btmck 
the  cabin  hatch,  destroyed  X\m  barometer  and  thermometer,  and  landed  in  the 
port  water-ways;  and,  1  regn*t  to  say,  it  killed  William  fi.  Thomas,  quarter- 
gunner  and  captain  of  the  gun,  while  sighting  the  piece,  and  mortally  wounded 
Thomas  Graham,  landsman,  who  died  in  a  few  minutes  after;  it  also  Blightlj 
wounded  William  H.  Shucks,  landsman.  Daniel  Gollcran,  landsman,  was 
wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  volleys  of  which  were  fired  at  us  from  hills  and 
bushes.  We  received  some  four  or  five  large  grape  shot  in  the  hull  just  below 
the  water-ways.  1  am  happy  to  say  that  neither  the  vessel  nor  guns  were  dis- 
abled. The  howitzer  continued  firing  after  the  accident,  under  the  direction  of 
Acting  Master's  Mate  William  H.  Thompson,  who,  by  his  brave  example,  re- 
stored confidence  to  his  crew,  and  did  great  service  in  the  action. 

I  have  again  the  pleasant  duty  of  bearing  tO}*tiniony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel ;  the  spirit  and  zeal  exhibitefl  in  the  |>crform- 
anee  of  th(;ir  duties  on  this  occasion.  John  11.  Tennant,  quart c?miaster,  gave 
the  soundings  with  as  much  coolness  as  though  he  had  been  making  an  ordinary 
survey.  Mr.  John  Mcllugh,  our  pilot,  behaved  in  a  remarkably  cool  and  self- 
posser^sed  manner,  and  gave  me  great  assistance.    Great  credit  is  due  Lieutenant 
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A  E.  Cooke  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  guns  were  worked,  arfd  for 
the  good  training  of  the  ship's  company.  Accompanying  this  report  I  send 
Assistant  Surgeon  L.  M.  Lyon*s  report  of  casualties. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabbaout, 

U.  S.  N.,  Commanding  Western  Division  of  United  States 

Blockading  Squadron^  Gmlf  of  Mexico. 


United  States  Gunboat  Pinola, 

Above  Virkshurg,  June  30,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  the  following  as  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
during  the  late  action  in  front  of  Vicksburg  between  our  fleet  and  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  soldiery : 

Killed. — William  H.  Thomas,  quarter  gunner. 

Mortally  fcounded. — ^Thomas  Graham,  landsman,  (since  dead.) 

Seriously  toounded. — John  Brown,  ordinary  seaman. 

Slightly  toounded. — Daniel  Colleran  and  William  H.  Shucks,  landsmen. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  LYON, 
Assistant  Surgeon^  United  States  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  PiBBCB  Cbosby, 

United  States  Navy, 


Unitbo  Statbs  Stbambb  J.  P.  Jackson, 

Of  Vicksimrg,  June  30,  1862. 

SlB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  J.  P.  Jackson  auring  the  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the  28th 
ultimo  before  Vicksburg.  In  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  position  assigned  me, 
by  your  order,  in  front  of  the  lower  "  water  battery,"  my  vessel  was  struck  by 
m  7-inch  rifle  projectile,  which,  entering  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  forwiurd 
bulkhead,  parsed  obliquely  through  the  forward  wheel-house,  destroying  the 
wheel,  and  passed  out  through  the  hurricane  deck,  taking  off  the  right  foot  of 
one  of  the  steersmen,  and  wounding  the  left  foot. 

The  vesw»l  was  for  a  while  rendered  unmanageable,  but,  by  the  aid  of  a  jury 
tiller,  we  were  enabled  to  steer  down  the  river  out  of  the  action,  when  the  signal 
to  retire  was  made.  We  received  another  7-inch  rifle  projectile  in  our  starboard 
wheel,  cutting  away  one-half  of  the  bridge  piece  supporting  the  other  end  of 
the  shaft  immediately  under  the  pillar  block.  We  were  struck  slightly  by  two 
grape  or  other  shot,  doing  no  damage.  We  fired  from  our  guns  during  the  en- 
gagement 117  shot,  shell,  g^pe,  and  shrapnel.  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that 
the  gallant  conduct  of  my  men  and  officers  during  the  action  met  with  my 
highest  commendations. 

Enclosed  I  send  yon  die  report  of  Surgeon  Thomaa  Tard,  containing  list  of 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rrrj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 
Lieuienani  Commanding,  United  States  Navy. 

Commander  D.  D.  Pobtbb, 

Commanding  Mortar  FtoMa. 
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United  States  Steamer  J.  P  Jackson, 

Off  Vickshurg,  July  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  June,  during  an  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  at  Vickshurg,  a  shot  struck  the  foet  and  leg  of  Alex- 
ander Grenwald,  a  seaman  on  hoard  this  vessel,  wounding  him  in  such  a  manner 
that  I  was  ohiiged  to  amputate  his  leg  in  the  lower  third.  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  no  other  accident  of  any  kind  occurred  to  our  officers  or  crew. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

THOS.  S.  YARD, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  2>^avy, 

Lieut.  Commanding  Selim  E.  Woodworth, 

United  States  Steamer  J.  P.  Jackson, 


Engagements  with  tlie  Ram  Arkansas,  July  15,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Below  Vickshurg,  July  17,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  with  deep  mortification  that  I  announce  to  the  department  that, 
notwithstanding  my  prediction  to  the  contrary,  the  iron-clad  ram  Arkansas  has 
at  length  made  her  appearance,  and  taken  us  all  hy  surprise.  We  had  heard 
that  she  was  up  at  Liverpool*  in  the  Yazoo  river,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ellet 
informed  me  tliat  the  river  was  too  narrow  for  our  gunhoats  to  turn,  and  was 
alt<o  slialiow  in  places,  hut  suggested  that  Flag-Officer  Davis  might  send  np  some 
of  his  iron-clad  hoats,  which  draw  only  six  or  seven  feet  of  water. 

When  this  was  proposed  to  Flag-Officer  Davis  he  consented  immediately,  and 
General  Williams  offijred  to  send  up  a  few  sharpshooters.  The  next  miming 
they  went  off  at  daylight,  and  by  six  in  the  morning  we  heard  firing  up  the 
river,  but  supposed  it  to  be  the  gunboats  firing  at  the  iiying  artillery,  said  to  he 
lining  th(i  river.  In  a  short  time,  however,  the  gunboats  appeared,  and  the  ram 
in  purr^uit.  Although  we  were  all  lying  with  low  fires,  none  of  us  had  stoam,  or 
could  get  it  up,  in  time  to  pursue  her ;  but  she  took  the  broadside  of  the  whole 
fi(;et.  It  was  a  bold  thing,  and  she  was  only  saved  by  our  feeling  of  secoritj. 
She  was  very  much  injured,  and  was  only  able  to  drift  or  go  at  the  slowest  speed- 
say,  one  knot,  and  with  the  current  she  got  down  to  the  forts  of  Vickshurg  he- 
fore  any  of  us  had  ste^im  up. 

I  had  a  consultation  with  Flag-Officer  Davis,  and  we  thought  it  best  to  take 
the  evening,  when  he  dn>pped  down  to  take  the  fire  of  the  upper  battery,  and 
my  s(iua(lron  passed  down  with  the  determination  of  destroying  the  ram,  if  pos- 
sible ;  but,  by  delays  of  getting  in  position,  &c.,  it  was  so  dark  by  the  time  we 
reached  th<.>  town  that  nothing  could  be  s(^en  except  the  flashes  of  the  guns,  so  that» 
to  my  great  mortification,  I  was  obliged  to  go  down  and  anchor,  with  the  rest  of 
my  fleet,  to  protect  the  transports,  mortar-boats,  &c. 

The  ram  is  now  repairing  damages — for  we  put  many  holes  through  hei^— 
though  we  do  not  know  the  extent  of  damage  done  to  her.  Be  assured* 
sir,  however,  that  1  shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  destroy  her.  I  regret  to 
report  that  the  loss  from  this  vessel  was  one  officer  and  two  men  killed,  and  five 
men  wounded.  The  total  loss  in  the  fleet  was  Hvti  killed  and  sixteen  wounded. 
I  enclose  herewith  the  fleet  surgeon's  report  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Comd^g  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Below  Vickshurg,  July  16,  1862.     ' 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
fleet  during  the  engagements  on  the  15th  instant,  viz : 

Flag-Ship  Hartford. 

Killed. — George  H.  Loundsberry,  master's  mate;  Charles  Jackson,  officers' 
cook,  and  John  Cameron,  seamen,  bj  cannon-shot. 

Waunded, — Captain  John  L.  Broome,  marine  corps,  and  Thomas  Hoffman, 

gaymaster's  steward,  severe  contusions ;  John  D.  Barnes,  fireman ,  and  Michael 
[artin,  landsman,  contusions ;  George  Royer,  marine,  and  Henry  Downs,  boy 
slightly. 

WiSSAHICKON. 

Killed. — John  Gurrett,  ordinary  seaman,  by  a  cannon-shot. 
Wounded. — Edward  York,  fireman,  and  Daniel  Hays,  ordinary  seaman,  and 
Joseph  Ranahan,  landsman,  severely;  James  Revell,  ordinary  seamen,  slightly. 

Winona. 

Killed. — John  H.  Harway,  landsman,  by  a  shell. 

Wounded. — John  Jones,  captain  afterguard,  severely ;  William  Malley ,  lands- 
man, slightly. 

Scioto. 


Wounded. — James  H.  Mathist,  landsman,  and  Peter  Lasher,  ordinary  seaman, 
severely. 

Richmond. 

Wounded. — William  Somes  and  William  Nelson,  seamen,  slightly. 

Total — 5  killed;  16  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag-Officer  D.  6.  Farraout, 

Comd*g  Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Unitbd  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

Below  Vickshurg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  with  the  batteries  and  with 
the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Arkansas,  last  evening,  in  passing  Vicksburg. 

At  6.40  p.  m.  flag-ship  made  general  signal  1,218;  got  underway,  steaming 
as  necessary,  whilst  the  fleet  was  formed  according  to  the  plan  for  the  morning 
of  the  28th  ultimo. »  Renshaw's  mortars  were  now  firing  at  the  batteries.  At 
6.55  the  army  mortars  commenced  firing ;  at  7  the  Benton  opened  fire  on  the 
new  upper  battery ;  at  7.20  passed  two  of  the  army  gunboats — now  holding 
their  fire  to  allow  us  to  pass— our  fleet  having  formed  and  closed  up ;  at  7.30 
we  opened  fire  on  the  new  upper  battery ;  fired,  in  passing,  at  the  upper  bat- 
teries and  rifle-pits  with  our  battery  and  small  arms,  whilst  under  like  fire  from 
the  rebels. 

We  passed  near  the  left  (east)  bank,  stopped  the  engine,  and  drifted  by  the 
town ;  saw  the  wharf  boat ;  fired  bolts  from  two  rifled  guns  and  solid  shot  from 
the  two  11 -inch  pivot  guns  at  the   Arkansas,  which,  lying  under  the  bank, 
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exposed  her  position  by  firing.  Stopped  firing  at  7.50|  having  expended  the 
following  projectiles:  6  shells,  11-inch,  5''faze;  9  grape,  11-indi;  2  solid  shot, 
11-inch,  (at  the  ram;)  10  shells,  32-pounderB,  5"  fuze;  1  stand  32-poiindfr 
grape ;  2  solid  32-pounder  shot ;  16  bolts  and  1  shell  from  the  30-p(  er 
i)ahlgren  nfle  guns.  No  casualties  occurred  on  board.  The  officers  ana 
on  the  sick  list  who  were  able  to  go  to  their  guns  did  bo.  Anchored  w 
fleet. 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  I.EE, 


Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Coffifna%dingt  8fc.f  ifC, 


•a 


Flao-Ship  Hi     Tw 
Below  Vickdmtgt        f      ;.  i 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  these  vessels,  the  IzoquoiSy  ^ 
Sciota,  and  Winona,  of  their  p^sage  down  the  river  from  above  this  p      Ci 
the  encounter  with  the  ram  Arkansas. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  i^-C 
Commanding  Western  Chilf  Blockadn     o^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secr/etary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D»  C 


IJnitbo  States  Flao-Ship  Habti 
Below  Vieksburgt  July  ] 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning  about  six  o'clock  firing  was  heard  up 
supposed  to  be  a  reconnoit-ering  partv  engaged  with  the  enemy's  nelu 
up  the  Yazoo  river ;  but  it  proved  that  they  were  engaged  with  1     i 
ram  Arkansas,  which  soon  appeared  coming  round  the  pointy  filing 
fired  into  bv  the  different  vessels.     We  gave  her  our  port  broadside  ai 
but  with  wliat  effect  could  not  be  seen.     We  were  loaded  with  5'' 
6.45  p.  m.  wc  got  under  way  and  stood  down  the  river,  when  the  upptsr  i 
open(id.     We  returned  their  fire  as  soon  as  our  guns  would  bear,  ana  eo 
firing  without  intermission  at  batteries,  ram,  and  riflemen,  nntil  we 
b(;low  the  town.     The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  accost 
and  coolness.     The  two  (officers)  acting  masters  of  the  powder  cui  « 

sick,  but,  uiul(;r  the  direction  of  Paymaster  G.  F.  Plonket,  and  Sai  d 

A.  Holbrook,  its  duties  were  admirably  carried  on.     The  efliciency  oi  i 
divisions  are,  in  a  great  meaf^ure,  due  to  the  drill  of  Acting  Midshipi         i^» 
Reed,  E.  C.  llazeltine,  and  H.  L.  Blake.     We  were  struck  in  the  lion 
times,  and  a  9-inch  shell,  that  did  not  explode,  carried  away  our  starboara 
topsail  sheet  and  bitts  on  berth  deck.     1  he  rigging  was  but  slightly  inj      io. 

We  had  killed  Master's  Mate  George  F.  Lounsberry,  Officer's  Cook  ^oaiies 
Jackson,  and  John  Cameron,  seaman ;  six  were  wounded. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yoors, 

R.  WAINWRIGHT,  Commander, 

Commanding  Flag-Ship  Hartford* 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comfnanding  Western  Ghdf  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Below  Vickshurgy  Jvly  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  officers  and  crew  of  this  shij)  were  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  engagement  last  night,  viz : 

Killed. — George  H.  Lounsberry,  master's  mate,  killed  hy  a  cannon  ball ; 
Charles  Jackson,  officers*  cook,  killed  by  a  cannon  ball ;  John  Cameron,  seaman, 
killed  by  a  cannon  ball. 

Wounded. — Thomas  Hoffman,  paymaster's  steward,  struck  in  head  and  chest 
with  splinters;  John  D.  Barnes, fireman,  contusion  of  shoulder;  Michael  Martin, 
landsman,  contusion  of  arm,  slightly ;  George  Royer,  marine,  contusion  of  arm, 
■lightly;  Henry  Downs,  boy,  (colored,)  contusion  of  arm,  slightly;  Captain 
John  Broome,  marines,  contusion  of  head  and  shoulder. 

Total. — Killed,  3  ;  wounded,  6. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ,  Fleet  Surgeon. 

Commander  R.  Wainwright, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hartford. 


Unitbd  States  Steambk  Iroui'ois, 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  twenty  minutes  after  six  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  signal  being 
made  from  the  flag-ship  to  weigh  and  form  the  line  ahead,  (the  Iroquois  being 
ordered  to  lead,)  I  was  immedio^ly  under  way,  and  Htood  down  the  river 
toward  the  newly  erected  battery,  having  beim  preceded  about  half  an  hour  by 
Flag-Officer  Davis  and  the  Benton,  with  two  other  iron-clad  gunboats,  whose 
instructions  were  to  keep  in  play  the  upper  battery,  whilst  we  passed  on  to  the 
attack. 

At  seven  we  passed  the  head  of  their  line,  and  were  immediately  under  fire, 
which  we  returned  at  once ;  and  very  soon  after  the  hill  'battery,  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  town,  commenced  its  raking  fire,  the  shot  and  shell  flying  over  us, 
.  Aeir  guns  not  being  sufficiently  depressed.  In  a  short  time  we  were  abreast  of 
die  town,  from  which  we  received  volleys  of  musketry  and  artillery,  which  we 
fetumcd  with  shrapnel  and  grape.  Now  the  lower  hill  batteries  commenced 
their  plunging  Are,  and  at  this  critical  moment  our  worn-out  engines  suddenly 
stopped,  and  we  drifted  for  twenty  minutes  under  fire,  which,  an  night  was  now 
sotting  in,  was  ill-directed,  and  very  soon  gave  me  no  concern. 

As  we  dropped  down,  the  lower  water  battery,  and  what  I  supposed  might 
be  the  iron-clad  ram,  opened  upon  us.  This  we  returned  with  solid  shot.  But 
with  all  this  fire  of  heavy  shot  and  shell  from  the  batteries,  of  musketry  and 
field-pieces  with  which  the  town  was  crowded,  with  the  exception  of  a  6-pound 
shell,  fired  from  a  field-piece,  lefl  sticking  in  our  side  between  wind  and  water, 
we  escaped  without  damage. 

By  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  our  chief  engineer  the  engine  was  set  going 
again,  and  when  below  their  line  of  fire,  I  turned  and  stood  up  again  for  the 
batteries,  thinking  the  flag-ship  was  still  above.  But  afterwards,  finding  that 
in  the  darkness  she  had  passed  below  unobserved  by  us,  I  dropped  down  and 
anchored  beside  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  nispectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PALMER,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  David  G.  Fabraout, 

Commanding  Western  Chtlf  Squadron^ 
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United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Near  Vickiburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  casualties, 
and  also  those  of  the  boatswain  and  carpenter,  showing  the  injoiy  done  to  this 
vessel  by  the  enemy's  shot  during  the  action  of  last  evening.  Every  one  on 
board  behaved  well.  A  careful  lookout  was  kept  for  the  ram  as  we  passed, 
but  owing  to  the  obscurity  of  the  night  we  could  not  make  her  out. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Camfnander, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Corned* g  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag- Ship  Hartford, 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Belwjo  Vickiburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  are  the  only  cases  of  injury  that  occurred  in  passing  the 
batteries  of  Vicksburg  last  evening : 

Wounded. — William  L.  Somes,  seaman,  incised  wound  of  scalp,  not  severe ; 
William  Nelson,  seaman,  slight  injury  of  right  thumb,  and  contusion  of  left 
knee. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  HENDERSON,  Surgtom. 
Commander  James  Alden, 

United  Stales  Steamer  Richmond, 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Of  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  bog  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  iigiuiei 
received  by  this  ship  in  action  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  vis :  Two 
shrouds,  port  mizzen  rigging,  shot  away ;  two  quarter-blocks,  foretopsail  yaid- 
bands  badly  injured ;  and  port  foot-rope  shot  away ;  brails  and  outhaol  of  spanker 
shot  away,  same  shot  seriously  injuring  the  spanker. 
Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  T.  CHOATE, 
Boatswain,  United  Stateg  Navy, 
James  Alden,  Esq., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Richmond. 


Umtki)  States  Steamer  Richmond,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  rcj^pectfully  to  state  the  damage  sustained  by  this  vessel, 
off  Vicksburg,  in  the  action  of  the  15th  instant. 

She  was  stnick  by  a  shot  on  the  port  side,  at  the  water-line,  under  No.  1 
gunport,  going  in  two  inches  and  glancing  off;  stnick  by  a  9-inch  shot  under 
No.  3  gunport,  two  feet  above  the  berth  deck,  passing  through  planking  timben 
and  ceiling,  breaking  off*  one  hanging  and  two  diagonal  knees,  demolishing  a 
mess-chest,  and  lodging  on  the  starboard  side.  Between  No.  11  and  13  gon- 
ports  five  grapesliot  struck  the  side  of  the  ship;  one  six-pound  shot  struck  near 
the  top  on  the  afterjmrt  of  No.  12  gunport,  imbedding  itself  in  the  timber ;  a 
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six-pound  shot  struck  on  the  forward  side  of  No.  15  gun  port,  burying  itself  in 
the  timber;  one  six -pound  shot  came  through  the  jifterport  of  cabin,  carrying 
away  8ash»  blinds,  and  bulkhead,  and  lodging  in  the  signal-room.  A  large 
number  of  bullets  struck  and  lodged  in  the  side ;  the  mainmast  and  steam-pipe 
were  also  struck  by  bullets.  The  foretopsail  yard  was  struck  by  a  shot,  carry- 
ing away  quarter-blocks  and  starting  the  bands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  DIXOX,  Carpenter, 
Commander  James  Aldbn, 

United  States  Steamer  Richmond. 


*  United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Above  Vicksburgt  July  15,  1862. 

Sir:  This  moniing,  about  6.10  o'clock,  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  board  this 
vessel  appjirently  from  the  direction  of  the  Yazoo  river,  the  cause  of  which 
soon  manifested  itself  in  the  appearance  of  the  gunboat  Tyler,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Gwinn,  running  before,  and  closely  followed  by,  an  iron-clad  rebel 
ram — since  ascertained  to  be  the  Arkansas — escaped  out  of  the  Yazoo  river. 
This  vessel^-of  a  similar  construction  to  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  de- 
stroyed at  New  Orleans ;  that  is,  with  a  screw  propeller  and  inclined  iron  sides, 
anned  with  nine  guns — seemed,  from  her  movements,  to  trust  entirely  to  her 
invulnerability  for  a  sjife  run  to  the  cover  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries.  The 
Tyler  made  a  running  fight  until  within  our  lines,  when  the  vessels  opened  as 
their  guns  bore,  the  rebel's  speed  diminishing  very  visibly.  This  gunboat  was 
anchored  forth  in  line  from  up  river,  without  steam,  and  engines  under  repairs ; 
but  as  soon  as  I  heard  the  firing  I  ordered  fire  started  and  steam  to  be  raised 
with  all  despatch.  My  eleven-inch  gun  being  loaded  with  a  ten-second  shell, 
which  1  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  draw,  as  the  rebel  came  withi!i  my  train  I 
fired,  striking  him  fair,  but  the  shell  glanced  off  almost  perpendicularly  into  the 
air  and  exploded.  At  the  same  time  I  opened  a  brisk  fire  with  all  my  small 
anns  against  his  ports,  which,  I  am  confident,  prevented  them  from  manning 
her  port  guns  till  after  she  had  passed  us.  I  observed  one  man  in  the  act  of 
sponging  tumble  out  of  the  port,  sponge  and  all,  evidently  shot  by  a  rifle  ball. 

I  found  ray  officers  and  men  ready,  but  such  was  the  suddenness  of  the  ap- 
pearance aiKi  passing  of  this  formidable  vessel  of  the  enemy  that  but  little  time 
was  afforded  for  any  continued  atUick  upon  her  with  the  unwieldy  gun  carried 
by  this  vessel.  After  passing  down  stream  out  of  my  line  of  fire,  which  he 
did  in  from  four  to  six  minut<^s,  I  was  unfortunately  only  a  spectator  of  the 
final  result  of  this  event. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
Lieutenant f  Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Below  Vicksburg ,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  made 
yesterday  at  7  p.  m.,  I  got  under  way  and  took  position  fifth  in  line  and  steamed 
down  the  river.  On  nearing  the  point  opposite  the  city,  found  an  active  bom- 
bardment kept  up  from  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  Flag-Officer  Davis's  fleet,  while 
the  rebels  were  replying  with  great  spirit  from  all  the  hill  and  water  batteries. 
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strengthened  by  large  bodiet^  of  sharpshooters  posted  in  rifle-pits  aud  in  the 
woods.  As  we  turned  the  point  the  bullets  began  to  fly  over  us  'very  tbickly. 
We  opened  on  the  rifiomou  with  small  arms,  in  the  hands  of  our  eick  and  dif- 
abled  officers  and  ni(Mi,  who,  too  feeble  to  work  the  heavy  guns,  still  zealously 
used  their  little  strength  to  annoy  the  enemy  by  a  return  fire  of  musketiy. 
Our  two  24-pounder  howitzers  were  worked  rapidly  and  efficiently,  throwing 
shrapnel  into  the  enemy's  troo])8,  which  were  seen  to  burst  with  good  range 
and  effect.  I  proceede(f  under  this  fire  and  the  cross  fire  of  the  batteries  till 
beyond  range,  wh(^n  I  rounded  to  and  anchored  at  8.10  p.  m. 

On  passing  Vicksburg  could  see  nothing  distinctly  of  thtj  ram,  though  I 
received  a  fire,  as  from  a  battery,  at  or  near  the  level  with  the  water.  A  shell 
from  this  battery  passed  horizontally  through  this  vessel,  tearing  the  metallic 
boat,  cutting  bulwarks  on  port  side,  starting  wood  ends  and  bolts  on  deck,  and 
finally  bursting  in  tlu^  starboard  spirketing,  tearing  waterways,  covering-board, 
fiittock  ends  and  timb(irs,  and  breaking  boat  davit  on  starboard  side.  Several 
grape  and  other  shots  passed  through  the  ship,  aud  one  heavy  shot  struck  under 
port  bow — a  plunging,  grazing  shot  from  the  iiill  forts. 

1  have  to  report,  and  thankfully  so,  but  two  casualties — ^two  men  wounded, 

as  per  surgcion's  report.     My  officers  and  men  behaved  well  and  bravely. 

•  •  «  «  «  #  •  • 

VtTy  re.spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
Lievtenant,  Commanding  Scioia, 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  1^'arragut, 

Commanding  Western  ChUf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  got  under  way  last  evening. 
and  passed,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  your  fleet,  from  the  anchorage  aboTe 
Vicksburg  to  that  below.  All  the  vessels  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  fivn 
the  numerous  batteries,  as  also  to  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  We  were  enabled 
to  fire  our  11 -inch  gun  but  three  times,  owing  to  having  received  a  shot  on  our 
port  side,  which  .started  a  heavy  leak.  Started  our  deck-pumps  immediately, 
but  finding  the  water  gaining,  ran  in  and  pivoted  the  11-inch  gun  to  starboaitl 
to  niise  the  leak  out  of  wat(.>r ;  water  still  gaining,  pivoted  rifle  gnin  to  star- 
board ;  shifted  port  howitzer  over,  and  shifted  shot  and  shell  to  BtarlMMird.  My 
orders  being  to  anchor  at  the  old  anchorage  below  Vicksburg,  I  ran  down  to  tin 
lower  end  of  the  island  and  rounded  to,  with  the  intention  of  anchoring,  bnt 
finding  the  leak  still  gaining  fast  on  the  pumps,  the  water  up  to  the  top  of  the 
ash-()it  doors,  and  Ixnng  ignorant  of  the  position  and  nature  of  the  damage 
causing  the  leak,  I  deemed  it  the  safest  plan  to  run  the  vessel  on  shore,  whidi 
was  done  at  the  foot  of  the  island,  her  bow  in  eight  and  stem  in  eleven  feel 
water.  U])on  examination,  we  found  that  a  shot  had  entered,  just  above  wato^ 
line,  and  close  to  opening  of  outboard  delivery,  breaking  valve  and  cast-iron 
valve-chest.  1  enclose  herewith  report  of  Mr.  Purdy,  senior  engineer  in  charge. 
Our  other  shot  struck  the  spirketing  in  wake  of  long  port,  but  did  not  pene- 
trate. One  shell  burst  among  the  crew  of  11-inch  gun,  killing  one  man  and 
very  slightly  wounding  two  others.  The  fragments  of  this  shell  tore  up  the 
deck  waterways,  hatch-combings,  and  gun-carriage,  but  the  injuries  are  not 
serious.  In  the  engagement  with  the  iron-clad  gunboat  our  side  was  perforated 
in  several  places  by  fragments  of  a  shell  which  exploded  near  the  vessel,  wonnd- 
ing  two  nron. 

I  cannr  t  speak  too  highly  of  tJie  conduct  of  all  on  board.     I  enclose  hen- 
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with  reports  of  Assidtant  Surgeon  Mattheweon,  of  the  casualties  of  yesterday  ; 
also  report  of  ammanition  expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T,  NICHOLS,  Lieutenant  Commandiitg. 
Flaji-Officcr  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Below  Vicksburgt  Miss.y  July  IG,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  most  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  damages  sustained 
by  the  engineer's  department  of  this  vessel  in  passing  the  city  of  Vicksburg, 
July  15,  1862,  viz:  Outboard  delivery  valve-chamber  shot  away  and  shattered 
in  iin  irreparable  manner,  thereby  rendering  the  engines  useless  until  the  said 
valve-chamber  is  replaced;  oil-tank  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  PURDY, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  T.  Nichols. 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Near  Vicksburg,  July  15, 1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  this  morning  with  the 
rebel  iron-clad  gunboat  Arkansas,  the  following  men  were  wounded  on  board 
this  vessel :  .John  Jones,  captain  after-guard,  struck  by  splinter  over  left  malar 
bone,  which  contused  the  soft  parts,  but  produced  no  fracture;  William  Malley, 
landsman,  struck  by  a  splinter,  which  produced  a  contused  wound  over  left 
scapula,  not  serious  in  its  nature. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  MAITHEWSON, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy, 
Kdward  T.  Nichols,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 


United  States  Gunboat  Winona, 

Near  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  the  engagement  of  last  night  with  the  bat- 
teries at  Vicksburg,  John  H.  Harway,  landsman,  was  killed  instantly  by  the 
explosion  of  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  Imtteries.     No  others  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany were  injured  beyond  the  extent  of  slight  bruises  and  scratches. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARrilUR  MATHEWSON, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Kdwakd  T.  Nichols,  Lieutenant  Commanding, 


Commodore  \V,  D,  Porter* s  report  of  reconnoissanre,  mth  account  of  engage- 
ment of  the  Anglo-American,  on  the  28/A  of  August,  at  Port  Hudson,  La. 

United  States  Gunboat  Essex, 

Off  New  Orleans,  September  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  having  remained  off 
the  city  of  Baton  Rouge  two  days  after  its  evacuation  by  our  troops,  I  pro- 
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ceedcd  up  the  river  to  reconnoitre  reported  batteries  in  progress  at  Port  Hud- 
son, Louisiana,  and  also  coal  my  vessel  at  Bayou  Sara,  the  only  place  I  could 
obtain  any,  save  N<iw  Orleans.  Arriving  there,  I  found  the  town  entirely  de- 
serted, and  the  coal  burning.  Sending  a  boat's  crew  on  shore,  they  were  fired 
at  by  guerillas  from  the  houses  in  heavy  force.  My  men  drove  them  out,  and 
bunit  the  buildings  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  to  prevent  such  being  used 
to  protect  the  enemy.  These  guerillas  had  a  few  days  previously  fired  at  and 
wounded  several  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Sumter.  On  the 
24th  I  was  necessitated  to  send  tlu;  wooden  gunboat  Anglo-American,  which  1 
had  fitted  out  and  anncnl,  to  New  Orleans  for  coal,  and  I  again  dropped  down 
the  river  and  awaited  her  r(?tum  off  Port  Hudson.  I  could  discover  no  guns  at 
this  place,  but  earthworks  were  in  progress,  and  whilst  destroying  these  I  had 
the  misfortune  to  burst  my  heavy  10-inch  gun.  The  Anglo-American  not 
arriving,  I  returned  to  Bayou  Sara,  where  we  were  again  fired  at  from  buildings 
left,  ofi  which  I  ord(?red  those  remaining  to  be  destroyed. 

The  Anglo-American  joined  me  on  the  29th,  and  reported  three  batteries  as 
having  opened  on  her  whilst  passing  Port  Hudson.  She  received  seventy-three 
shots  in  her  en  passant,  I  had  received  intimation  that  the  rebel  gunboat 
Webb  was  at  Natchez,  to  which  city  she  had  convoyed  transports  with  sup- 
plies from  Red  river.  1  followed  to  that  city,  but  found  they  nad  sought  the 
protection  of  the  Vicksburg  guns.  At  Natchez  a  boat's  crew  from  the  £s8ez 
were  sent  on  shorci  to  procure  s(mie  ice  for  my  sick,  when  thev  were  wantonly 
attacked  by  over  two  hundred  anned  citizens,  wounding  the  officer  in  command, 
and  killing  one  and  wounding  ^\o,  seamen.  I  immediately  opened  fire  on  the 
lower  town,  and  set  a  considerable  number  of  the  houses  from  whence  they 
were  firing  on  us  on  fire.  After  bombarding  the  place  for  an  hour,  the  mayor 
unconditionally  surrendered  the  city. 

I  followed  the  r(?bel  gunboat  Webb  to  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  under  the 
guns  of  which  she,  with  two  transports,  lay.  Heavy  ordnance  batteries,  extend- 
ing three  miles  further  down  the  river  than  during  the  siege  in  July,  prevented 
my  nearer  approach  to  these  boats.  Having  exchanged  some  shots,  and  ascer- 
tained that  the  upp(*r  fieet  was  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  being  short  of 
provisions,  my  battc^ry  weakened  by  the  loss  of  two  guns  burst,  and  also 
short  of  anmumition,  1  detennined  to  steanj  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans  £br 
supplies,  and,  if  possible,  ascertain  the  strength  of  Port  Hudson  batteries.  On 
the  7th  instant,  at  4.1.5  a.  m.,  we  weni  off  that  place,  and,  on  coming  within 
range,  the  enemy  oj)ened  on  us  a  vigt)rous  fire  with  heavy  siege  guns.  The 
Essex  was  stmck  with  hcmvy  shot  fourteen  times.  As  nearly  as  I  can  judge, 
the  enemy  had  in  position  from  thirty-five  to  forty  guns  of  10*inch,  9-incfa,  and 
8-inch  calibre,  in  tlire(^  batteries  commanding  the  river  to  the  extent  of  fire  miles. 
A  GS-pound,  3:2-poun(l,  and  also  a  10-ineli  shot,  lodged  in  the  Essex,  but  with- 
out material  damage.  We  were  under  fire  an  hour  and  three-quarters,  during 
which  time*  the  guns  w(n*e  work(»d  well  and  incessantly,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  the  enemy  was  considerably  damaged.  !Mr.  J.  Harry  Wyatt,  acting  fourth 
master,  and  my  secretary,  had  command  of  tlje  forward  battery,  a!id  liis  con- 
duct met  my  entin^  a})probation. 

A  land  force  will  be  n<'cessary  to  complete  the  destniction  of  this  fort,  which, 
if  allowed  to  again  be  restored,  would  .^ieriously  interrupt  the  fn.»e  navigation  of 
the  Lower  Mississippi 

Very  resjiectfullv,  vour  obedient  s(»rvant, 

W.  \).  1>0RTEE, 
Com?fiO(forCf  United  States  Aary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrvtaiy  of  the  Xan/j  Washittgton^  D.  C. 

P.  S. — In  the  various  encounters  I  have  had  since  leaving  St.  Louis  on  the 
last  cruise,  (July  6,)  tin*  Essex  has  been  stmck  by  heavy  shot  perceptibly  one 
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hundred  and  twenty -eight  times — ^glancing  shot  have  left  no  record;  three  have 
broken  the  iron,  and  but  one  through,  and  that  at  a  distance  of  a  few  feet  from 
the  battery  delivering  it.  W.  D,  P. 


United  States  Gunboat  Anglo-American, 

Off'  Bayou  Sara,  Louisiana,  August  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  order,  I  proceeded  down  stream  on  the  24th 
instjint  for  New  Orleans,  arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  We  loaded 
up  with  coal,  and  left  that  city  at  3.15  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  the  28th  instant. 
Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  I  approached  Port  Hudson.  I  noticed 
earthworks  haa  been  thrown  up  on  the  bluffs  as  well  as  the  water-line,  but  no 
guns  being  in  sight,  I  kept  on  for  about  a  mile,  when  another  line  of  earthworks 
was  discovered,  as  well  as  indications  of  rifle-pits.  I  immediately  ordered  my 
rifle  50-pounder  to  be  fired.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  opened  on  the  boat. 
My  rifle  gun  unfortunately  could  not  be  used,  as  the  cartridge  had  been  made 
wet  by  a  just  passed  heavy  rain.  Our  howitzer  was  useless,  as  no  ammunition 
could  be  obtained  for  it  at  New  Orleans.  We  were  now  just  abreast  of  the 
last-mentioned  earthworks,  the  enemy's  guns  playing  on  us  with  great  rapidity. 
I  could  see  two  32-pounder  cannon  and  eighteen  field-pieces,  6  and  12  pounders. 
"The  fire  was  so  heavy  on  my  frail  wooden  boat,  that  had  it  not  been  a  matter 
of  urgent  necessity  to  reach  you,  I  should  have  dropped  back,  as  I  had  no 
protection  for  the  machinery,  and  the  fir^was  so  heavy  that  the  firemen  were 
driven  from  their  post.  I  determined,  from  the  importance  of  the  case,  to  push 
on  and  rejoin  you,  if  possible.     I  am  happy  to  report  we  succeeded. 

The  following  casualties  occurred :  Mr.  Parker,  pilot,  severely  wounded  in 
the  back  from  a  bursting  shell,  and  James  Banes,  seaman,  slightly  wounded  by 
splinter  over  the  eye.  We  received  seventy-three  shots — fifteen  heavy  shots, 
the  balance  12-pounder  and  grape.  One  32-pounder  struck  the  upright  brace 
of  the  walking  Deam,  breaking  it  in  two. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  here  state  the  gallant  conduct  of  Mr.  H.  Glasford,  execu- 
tive officer,  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Williams,  pilot,  who  never  left  their  post  of  danger, 
and,  by  their  energy  and  coolness,  contributed  to  the  saving  of  the  boat.  Mr. 
Miller,  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Parker,  third  master,  and  Mr.  Jacobi,  of  the  Essex, 
all  did  their  duty  nobly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  RILEY, 
Commanding  Gunboat  Anglo-American, 

Command«*r  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  below  Vichsburg. 


Destruction  of  the  ram  Arkansas, 

Flag  Ship  Hartford, 

Baton  Rouge,  August  7,  1862. 

8iR:  It  i."*  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life  that  I  am  enabled  to 
inform  the  department  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram  Arkansas ;  not  because  I 
held  the  iron-clad  in  such  terror,  but  because  the  community  did. 

i  )ii  the  4th  instant  I  sent  the  Tennessee  up  to  Baton  Rouge  with  provisions 
for  Commander  Porter  and  the  gunboats  stationed  at  that  place.  On  the  night 
of  the  ;3th  t»he  returned  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  had  made  a  com- 
bined attack  upon  Baton  Rouge  by  the  ram  and  two  gunboats,  the  Webb  and 
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Music,  and  calling  for  asBistance.     At  daylight  the  Hartford  was  under  way  for 
this  place,  with  orders  for  the  other  vessels  to  follow  me  as  fast  as  ready. 

I  arrived  here  to-day  at  12  m.,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn,  Westfield» 
Clifton,  Jackson,  and  Sciota.  I  had  sent  the  Cayuga  up  before  me,  agreeably 
to  a  request  of  General  Butler,  in  consequence  of  the  guerillas  firing  into  some 
of  his  transportH.  On  ray  arrival  I  was  informed  by  Commander  W.  D.  Porter 
that  yesterday  morning  at  2  o'clock  the  enemy's  forces,  under  General  Breckin- 
ridge, attacked  General  Williams,  drove  in  his  pickets,  &c.  General  Williame, 
having  had  ample  warning,  was  all  prepared  for  him.  The  fight  was  continued 
with  great  energy  on  both  sides  until  10  a.  m.,  by  which  time  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  back  two  or  three  miles ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  gallant  General 
Williams,  while  cheering  on  his  men,  received  a  Minie  ball  through  his  heart 

General  Williams  had  informed  Lieutenant  Conmianding  Ransom  the  evening 
before  of  his  plans,  and  requested  him  not  to  fire  a  gun  until  he  notified  him; 
and  when  he  did  so,  our  gunboats — the  Kineo  and  Katahdin— -opened  with 
fine  effect,  throwing  their  shells  directly  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  producing 
great  dismay  and  confusion  among  them.  Lieutenant  Ransom  had  an  officer  on 
the  State-house,  which  overlooks  tHe  adjacent  country,  and  could  direct  the  fire 
of  every  shell. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  Commander  Porter,  with  the  gunboats* 
went  up  strciam  after  the  ram  Arkansas,  which  was  lying  about  five  miles  above, 
apparently  afraid  to  take  her  share  in  the  conflict,  according  to  the  preconcerted 
plan.  As  he  came  within  gunshot  he  opened  on  her,  and  probably  soon  dis- 
abled some  of  her  machinery  or  steemg  apparatus,  for  she  became  unmanage- 
able, continuing,  however,  to  fire  her  guns  at  the  Essex. 

Commander  Porter  says  he  took  advantage  of  her  presenting  a  weak  point 
towards  him,  and  loaded  with  incendiary  shells.  After  his  first  discharge  of 
this  projectile,  a  gush  of  tire  came  out  of  her  side,  and  from  that  moment  it 
was  discovered  that  she  was  on  fire,  which  he  continued  his  exertions  to  prevent 
from  being  extinguished.  They  backed  her  ashore  and  made  a  line  fast,  which 
soon  burnt,  and  she  swung  off  into  the  river,  where  she  continued  to  bum  untO 
she  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  thus  ending  the  career  of  the  last 
iron-clad  ram  of  the  Mississippi.  There  were  many  persons  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  witnensing  the  fight,  in  which  they  anticipated  a  triumph  for  Secessia;  bat 
on  the  return  of  the  Essex  not  a  soul  was  to  be  seen. 

I  will  l(3ave  a  sufficient  force  of  gunboats  here  to  support  the  army,  and  will 
return  to-morrow  to  New  Orleans,  and  depart  immediately  for  Ship  island,  with 
a  light  heart  that  I  have  left  no  bugbear  to  torment  the  communities  of  the- 
MissirtHippi  in  my  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyj  Washington,  D.  C, 


On  Gunboat  Essrx, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  This  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  I  steamed  up  the  river,  and  at  10  o'clock  at- 
tacked the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  and  blew  her  up.  Thc^e  is  not  now  a  fragment 
of  her  loft. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, 
Com* ding  Division  of  Flotilla  in  Western  Waters, 

Real-  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 
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United  States  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  Louinana,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  to  report  that  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  upon  our  forces  at  thia 
place  yesterday  morning,  at  about  5  o'clock,  by  a  strong  rebel  force,  said  to  be 
commanded  by  General  Breckinridge. 

The  Kineo  and  Katahdin  were  placed  immediately  in  a  ])08ition,  previously 
indicated  to  me  by  General  Williams,  to  protect  his  right  flank ;  but  his  lines 
were  so  much  extended,  and  so  completely  covered  the  enemy's  approach,  that 
our  guns  could  not  be  made  available  with  safety  to  our  troops  at  any  time 
during  the  morning,  In  the  afternoon,  however,  we  were  notified  of  such 
changes  in  the  relative  positions  of  the  two  forces  that  we  were  enabled  to  open 
(with  tremendous  effect,  we  are  informed)  upon  the  enemy's  left  wing,  which 
caused  him  to  witlidraw  in  much  haste,  and  to  fall  back  several  miles. 

Early  in  the  momitig,  soon  after  the  attack  had  been  commenced,  the  smoke 
of  a  steamer,  supposed,  from  information  received  the  previous  evening,  to  be  the 
ram  Arkansas,  was  observed  moving  rapidly  down  the  river  towards  the  bend 
just  above  this  place.  It  stopped  about  a  mile  above  the  bend,  and  remained 
there,  sometimes  apparently  moving  up  a  little,  then  down  tigain,  during  the 
day  and  night. 

Lrfite  in  the  afu^noon  she  was  joined,  apparently,  by  two  other  steamers, 
(judging  by  smoke,)  which  separated  from  her  this  morning,  moving  up  the 
river.  The  Essex,  accompanied  by  the  Cayuga  and  Sumter,  then  moved  up 
towanls  the  bend  ;  finally  a  general  signal  was  made  by  the  former,  agreeably 
to  which  the  Kineo  and  Katahdin  followed.  Upon  drawing  near  to  the  bena, 
however,  some  lines  of  white  smoke  having  been  observed  in  the  rear  of  the 
city,  it  was  deemed  advisable  for  the  two  latter  to  return  to  their  station  for  the 
protection  of  the  troops. 

By  this  time  it  had  been  discovered  that  the  Arkansas  was  on  fin*.  Subse- 
quently it  luid  been  ascertained,  1  believe,  that  she  had  suddenly  become  help- 
less there  by  some  failure  of  her  engines;  and  seeing  our  approach,  so  formidable 
to  her  in  her  crippled  condition,  doubtless  they  set  her  on  fire  and  abandoned 
her.  About  1  o'clock  hvr  magazine  exploded,  and  the  ram  Arkansas  was  ex- 
tinct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  RANSOM,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  }Vejftem  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir:  The  anticipati^d  attack  of  the  enemy  on  this  place,  of  which  I  made 
mention  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  /)th. 
In  conKeijuence  of  the  line  of  our  troops  being  so  extended,  the  Katahdin  could 
render  no  assistance  to  the  place  until  afternoon. 

During  yesterday  afternoon  the  Kineo  and  Katahdin  shelled  the  enemy,  firing 
clean  over  the  town  into  his  very  camps.  This  we  were  enabled  to  do  by  meanfi 
of  a  system  of  signals  established  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ransom,  on  the 
tower  of  the  State-house,  which  corrected  our  aim.  Our  shells  did  fine  execu- 
tion, and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  and  determined  him  to  a  retreat,  he 
having  been  repulsed  by  our  troops  under  General  Williams  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  day. 
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The  onlj  way  we  can  operate  is  by  firing  at  extreme  elevation,  clean  over 
the  town  of  Baton  Ronge. 

This  morning  Commander  Porter,  in  the  Essex,  accompanied  by  the  Cayuga 
and  Sumter,  started  up  to  attack  the  Arkansas.  The  Katahdin  and  Kinco 
remained  at  their  stations,  near  the  State-house,  but  were  subsequently  signalled 
to  follow  up  and  close  in  with  the  other  vessels ;  but  when  nearly  up  with  the 
enemy,  appearances  indicated  an  attack  on  the  town,  ^nd  we  were  again  ordered 
back  to  our  stations.  In  the  mean  time  the  Essex  engaged  the  Arkansas  for 
About  an  hour,  when  the  latter  was  fired,  deserted,  and  at  1  p.  m.  blew  up,  with 
a  terrific  explosion. 

For  some  unexplained  reason,  the  two  consorts  of  the  Arkansas  left  early  in 
the  morning,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  their  absence  to  engage  the  ram. 

We  have  thus  had  a  bloodless  victory ;  but  the  timely  aiTival  of  the  Cayuga 
and  our  approach  in  force  no  doubt  had  a  good  moral  effect,  as  the  ram  was 
badly  managed  and  made  a  poor  fight. 

The  enemy  are  still  hovering  in  the  rear  of  this  place.  Information  is  received 
that,  besides  the  6,000  troops  already  in  this  vicinity,  4,000  are  approaching 
from  Manchac,  and  others  from  Vicksburg.  I  keep  in  constant  communication 
with  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  troops  here,  ready  to  open  fire  when  and 
where  he  may  desire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-OflScer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comd'g  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron t  New  Orleant,  La. 


United  States  Gunboat  Essex, 

Of  Baton  Rouge,  August  6,  1862 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  was  informed  by  General  Williams 
that  the  rebels,  in  considerable  force,  under  General  Breckinridge,  were  moving 
on  this  place.  The  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  with  two  gunboats,  the  Webb  and 
Music,  were  also  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  to  support  the  attack  of  the  rebel 
army.  I  made  such  a  disposition  of  the  naval  force  under  my  command  as  I 
thought  would  give  the  most  aid  to  our  small  force  on  shore. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  at  1  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on 
our  land  forces  and  drove  in  the  left  wing  of  our  army,  killing  General  Williams. 
Our  men  retreating,  I  opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell  over  them  on  the  advancing 
enemy,  and  turned  them  back. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  by  land  and 
water;  but  the  fire  from  the  Essex  and  other  gunboats  driving  the  enemy  back, 
evidently  disconcerted  their  plans. 

Though  not  making  her  appearance,  I  had  information  of  the  "vicinity  of  the 
ram  Arkansas;  and  thir»  morning  I  determined  to  steam  up  the  river  and  attack 
her,  and,  if  possible,  prevent  her  n^udering  further  assistance  to  the  land  forces 
she  was  co-operating  with.  At  10  a.  m.  I  came  in  sight  of  her,  at  about  the 
distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  immediately  opened  fire.  After  an  action  of  about 
twenty  minutes  I  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  her,  and  at  meridian  she  blew  up 
with  a  tremendous  explosion. 

The  Arkansas  had  a  crew  of  180,  and  mounted  ten  guns,  (six  8-inch  and  four 
.50-pound  rifles.)  This  vessel,  the  Essex,  mounts  seven  guns,  and  had  only 
forty  men  on  duty  at  the  time  of  our  going  into  action,     ^ly  first  master,  R.  K. 
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Riley,  was  in  sick  hospital,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Second  Master  David 
Porter  Rosenmiller,  who  conducted  himself  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  Division  of  Flotilla  in  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag'  Officer  Farragut  gives  rebel  reports  of  the  Arkansas. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans^  August  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  forwarding  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Fairfax,  Ransom,  and  Roe, 
we  have  picked  up  a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  ram  Arkansas,  all  of  whom 
I  have  catechised  very  closely.  They  agree  very  well  respecting  her  exit  from 
the  Yazoo,  and  her  passing  the  fleets;  they  also  agree  as  to  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  each  of  these  occasions,  making  in  all  eighteen  killed 
and  a  large  number  of  wounded.  At  Vicksburg  they  plated  the  deck  with  iron, 
and  fortified  her  with  cotton  inside.  She  then  came  down  in  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant H.  K.  Stevens,  (Brown  having  been  taken  sick  at  Vicksburg,)  with  the 
intention  of  making  a  combined  attack  with  General  Breckinridge  upon  Baton 
Rouge;  but  her  port  engine  broke  down.  They  repaired  it  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  and  went  out  to  meet  the  Essex  the  next  morning,  when  they  saw  her 
coming  up;  but  the  starboard  engine  gave  way,  and  they  ran  her  ashore,  she 
being  perfectly  unmanageable. 

They  say  that  when  the  gunboats  were  seen  coming  up,  and  the  Essex  com- 
menced firing,  the  captain  set  the  ram  on  fire  and  told  the  crew  to  run  ashore. 
They  also  state  that  the  gunboats  Webb  and  Music  were  sent  for  to  tow  her  up 
the  river,  but  they  did  not  arrive,  and  neither  of  them  had  been  seen.  This  is 
the  statement :  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  b v  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag'Offii:er,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtont  D.  C. 


Flag-Officer  Farragut  reports  bombardment  of  the  town  of  Donaldsonvillc. 

l^MTED  States  Flacj-Ship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans y  August  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  department  that  at  the  town  of  Donaldsonville, 
on  the  Mississippi,  they  have  pursued  a  uniform  practice  of  firing  upon  our 
stt'nmors  passing  up  and  down  the  river.  I  srnt  a  mef^nage  to  the  inhabitants 
that  if  they  did  not  discontinue  this  practice  I  would  destroy  their  town.  The 
laf»t  time  I  pnssed  up  to  Baton  Rouge  to  the  support  of  the  army,  I  anchored 
about  r*ix  miles  above  Donaldsonville,  and  heard  them  firing  upon  the  vessels 
coniinjr  up,  first  upon  the  Sallie  Robinson  and  next  upon  the  Brooklyn.  In  the 
latt«r  case  they  made  a  mistake,  and  it  was  so  quickly  returned  that  they  ran 
away. 

The  next  night  they  fired  again,  ujion  the  St.  Charles.  I  therefore  ordered 
them  to  send  their  women  and  children  out  of  town,  as  I  certainly  intended  to 
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destroy  it  on  iny  way  down  the  river;  and  I  fulfilled  my  proiniBe  to  a  certaiB 
extent. 

I  burnt  down  the  hotels  and  wharf  building,  also  the  dwelling-house  and 
other  buildings  of  a  Mr.  Philippe  Landry,  who  is  said  to  be  a  captain  of 
guerillas.  He  fired  upon  our  men,  but  they  chased  him  off.  We  also  brought 
off  some  ten  or  twelve  of  his  negroes,  and  supplied  ourselves  with  cattle  and 
sheep  from  his  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer t  Commanding  Western  Chilf  Blockading  Squadr€m. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ^  D,  G. 


Engagement  between  the  ram  Arkansas  and  the  Essex  and  Colonel  ElleCt  ran^ 

on  the  15th  July  J  1862. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  July  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  department  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
al)out  noon,  with  the  ships  Brooklyn,  Richmond,  and  Hartford,  and  ffanboats 
Pinola  and  Kennebec,  the  other  gunboats,  excepting  the  Katahdin  and  Kineo, 
left  at  Baton  Rouge  for  the  protection  of  the  troops,  having  preceded  me. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  received  the  order  of  the  department  to  drop  the  shipe 
down  the  river,  and  not  to  risk  them  before  the  batteries  more  than  possible. 
The  river  had  fallen  very  much,  and  my  anxiety  was  great  that  I  should  not 
be  able  to  gc^t  the  large  ships  down.  Unfortunately,  the  iron-clad  ram  Arkansas 
came  down  on  the  15th,  before  1  received  your  order,  and  her  commander  being 
satisfied  by  the  reception  we  gave  her  that  she  was  not  shot-proof,  kept  her 
close  in  under  the  forts,  which  are  mounted  with  8  and  10  inch  columbiads  and 
50-pounder  rifles.  Btill,  Flag-Officer  Davis  was  determined  that  as  Commander 
W.  D.  Porter  thought  his  vessel,  the  Essex,  was  shot-proof,  he  would  make  an 
attack  on  the  ram  and  drive  her  down  to  us  or  dfistroy  her.  He  had  also  deter- 
mined to  let  the  Humter  run  at  her,  and  to  let  Colonel  EUet  also  attack  her  with 
one  of  his  rams.  The  ram  lay  between  the  two  forts,  at  the  upper  bend  of  the 
river,  about  four  miles  above  the  fleet. 

It  was  stipulated  that  I  was  not  to  pass  up  tint  riv(5r,  but  be  ready  to  receive 
her  if  she?  attcnnpted  to  come  down.  Unfortunately,  the  attack  was  a  fiulnre. 
The  Essex  ran  at  the  ram,  but  being  so  clumsy,  tliey  let  the  bow  of  the  ram 
swing  off'  from  the  shore  so  that  the  Essex  ran  fast  aground;  but  she  delivered 
her  three  9-inch  guns  into  the  ram  at  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  feet,  and 
those  who  saw 'the  ram  afterwards  say  she  had  a  large  hole  knocked  into  her. 
Colonel  Ellet*8  ram  also  ran  at  the  iron-clad,  but  the  lini  from  the  forts  and  tarn 
so  damaged  her  that  it  was  with  difficulty  she  got  back  to  her  anchorage,  and 
it  was  only  remarkable  that  sh(i  wa.s  not  destroyed.  We  do  not  know  that  she 
damaged  the  ram.     Th<^.  Siunter,  from  some  misunderstanding,  did  not  go  in. 

This  was  a  daring  act  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ellet,  and  oih^  from  which  both 
Flag-Officer  Davis  and  myself  tried  to  deter  him. 

The  Essex,  after  she  got  afloat,  ran  down  to  our  fleet  through  a  storm  of  shot 
and  shell ;  and  strange  to  say,  not  a  shot  struck  her  after  she  left  the  upper  forts. 
She  was  only  penetrated  by  three  projectiles  from  the  rum  and  forts,  viz :  one 
9-inc'h  and  on(^  »50-p()uiul  rifl(^  solid  shot,  and  one  ilO-pound  conical  shell.  The 
last  went  through  the  cas(imates  about  six  feet  from  the  forward  comer,  and  ex- 
ploded inside,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  three,  which  was  nearly  all  the 
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damage  done  the  crew.  The  9-inch  solid  shot  penetrated  the  forward  case- 
mate nearly  amidship,  passed  through  the  iron,  but  did  not  go  through  the  wood. 
The  50-pounder  rifle  passed  through  the  port  quarter  and  lodged  in  the  ward- 
room, doing  no  harm ;  but,  of  course,  each  of  these  shots  started  the  wood  and 
iron  considerably,  and  other  shot  in  the  same  vicinity  would  have  done  much 
damage. 

I  waited  a  day  or  two  for  General  Williams  to  make  his  preparations  for 
leaving,  as  he  had  determined  to  do  so,  not  having  well  men  enough  to  take 
care  of  the  sick  ones.  When  all  was  ready  I  settled  with  Flag-Omcer  Davis 
that  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  was  to  take  charge  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
river,  with  the  Essex  and  Sumter.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  this  force  suffi- 
cient, for  there  are  two  gunboats  in  the  Red  river  and  two  in  the  Yazoo.  I 
presume  Flag-Officer  Davis  will  destroy  those  in  the  Yazoo,  and  my  gunboats 
chased  the  Music  and  Webb  up  the  Red  river,  but  drew  too  much  water  to  go 
far. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sf»rvant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag' Officer t  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washing! on ,  D,  C. 


Engagement  of  the  mortar  schooners  with  the  ram  Arkansas^  on  the  22d  July, 

1862. 

United  States  Steameu  Westfielu, 

New  Orleans,  July  28,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  21st  instant  Flag-Officer  Farragut  directed  me  to  place  the 
mortar  schooners  in  a  position  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  in- 
structing me  at  the  same  time  not  to  commence  the  attack  until  the  firing  began 
from  the  upper  batteries  upon  the  steamers  of  Flag-Officer  Davis's  fleet,  which 
I  understood  were  coming  down  to  engage  them,  while  the  iron-clad  steamer 
Essex,  Commander  W.  D.  Porter,  would  endeavor  to  destroy  the  ram  Arkansas. 

The  mortar  schooners  were  placed  in  the  position  they  occupied  during  the 
former  bombardment  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  from  3,700  to  4,000  yards 
from  the  lower  batteries.  At  5  a.  m.  on  the  22d  they  opened  fire,  ancl  con- 
tinued throwing  shells  until  the  Essex  had  passed. 

The  ships  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut  not  having  taken  positions  to  engage  the 
batteries,  I  remained  in  the  vicfnity  of  the  mortnr  scliooners  with  the  Westfield 
ready  to  assist  them  should  it  be  necessary. 

At  5.45  I  made  signal  to  retire  from  action,  and  the  schooners  dropped  down 
to  their  former  position. 

On  this,  aa  upon  all  other  occasions,  when  the  mortars  have  been  engaged, 
their  fire  was  rapid  and  accurate,  but  the  results  were  different,  owing,  I  pre- 
sume, to  so  few  of  them  being  engaged  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  was  putting 
forth  his  utmost  energy  to  destroy  the  gallant  Essex. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  RENSHAW, 
Commanding  Division  of  Mortar  FUUilla,  operating  with 

Western  Guff  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Commander  W.  B.  Rcnskaw^s  report  of  operations  of  mortar  flotilla  previous 
to  and  during  the  hojnhardjnent  on  the  15th  of  Jviy,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Wbstfibld, 

Mississippi  River,  July  23, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
division  of  the  mortar  flotilla  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  previous  to  and 
during  the  bombardment  of  the  15th  instant. 

About  7  a.  m.  constant  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  combined 
fleets  of  Flag-Officers  Farragut  and  Davis,  anchored  a  few  miles  above  Vicks- 
burg,  and  shortly  after  intelligence  was  received  that  the  rebel  iron-dad  ram 
Arkansas  was  endeavoring  to  and  would  probably  succeed  in  passing  the  fleet. 
Signal  was  immediately  made  from  this  steamer  to  the  mortar  schooners  to  pre- 
pare to  get  under  way.  At  8  a.  m.  the  ram  was  discovered  coming  slowly 
around  the  point,  when  I  made  signal  to  the  schooners  to  get  under  way  imme- 
diately, slipping  the  cable  of  this  steamer  at  the  same  time  to  give  them  assist- 
ance should  they  require  it. 

The  schooner  Sidney  C.  Jones,  Acting  Master  Jack,  (which  had  been  ashore 
since  a  few  days  after  the  fleet  passed  the  batteries,  ana  by  the  receding  river 
left  with  but  a  few  feet  of  water  under  her,)  was  lying  in  a  defenceless  position, 
rendering  it  proper  that  immediate  preparations  should  be  made  to  destroy  her 
should  the  ram  continue  on  her  course  down  the  river.  I  was  about  making 
signal  to  Acting  Master  Jack  to  be  ready  to  blow  her  up,  when  he  made  sinial, 
"  Shall  I  destroy  ?"  At  this  time  the  ram  was  observea  going  alongside  of  the 
bank  at  Vicksburg,  and  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  having  ceased,  I 
answered  the  signal  by  directing  him  to  "  get  ready." 

After  the  schooners  had  successfully  dropped  down  some  distance  below  the 
Brooklyn,  under  the  cover  of  whose  guns  they  could  alone  be  protected,  I 
steamed  up  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  giving  specific  directions  to  Acting 
Master  Jack,  and  to  reconnoitre  the  ram.  Upon  the  way  I  met  Greneral  Wil- 
liams and  stafl,  riding  along  the  bank,  and,  hailing  him,  requested  to  know  if  he 
intended  embarking  his  command.  B(dng  answered  in  the  negative,  I  requested 
him  to  allow  one  of  his  artillery  oflficers  to  go  on  board  the  stranded  schooner, 
and  make  such  a  distribution  of  her  powder  as  to  insure  her  mortar  being  blown 
into  deep  water,  (a  distance  of  (mly  a  few  feet,)  should  it  become  necessarr  to 
fire  her.  The  request  was  cheerfully  complied  with,  and,  passing,  I  soon  reached, 
and  hailing  the  schooner  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  twenty-five  yards- 
easy  conversing  distances-directed  Acting  Master  Jack  to  make  preparations 
to  blow  her  up,  and  that  an  artillery  officer  would  come  on  board  to  instmct 
him  in  relation  to  the  manner  the  powder  should  be  placed  to  insure  the  mortar 
being  blown  into  deep  water ;  but  that  he  must  not  blow  her  up  until  he  received 
orders  from  me,  or  the  ram  was  actually  coming  down  upon  him. 

These  instructions  were  clearly  understood  by  him  at  the  time,  and,  feeling 
assured  they  would  be  strictly  complied  with,  I  proceeded  a  short  distance  fur- 
ther up  the  river  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  ram.  Satisfying  myself  that 
she  was  seriously  injured  by  her  conflict  with  the  fleet,  I  fired  two  rifle  shots  at 
her,  and  ran  down  the  river  to  communicate  with  Captain  Bell  and  inform  him 
of  the  result  of  my  observations,  and  upon  communicating  with  him,  received 
an  order  from  Fhig-Officer  Farragut,  directing  me  to  bring  the  mortars  to  bear 
upon  the  batteries  immediately,  as  he  was  coming  down  with  the  fleet  to  attack 
them  and  endeavor  to  destroy  the  ram. 

All  the  steamers  of  the  flotilla,  with  the  exception  of  the  Westfield,  being 
absent,  towing  the  twelve  schooners  accompanying  Caj)tain  Porter  down  the 
river,  I  applied  to  Captain  Bell  to  order  the  United  States  steamer  Kensington 
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to  a»ii\st  me  in  getting  the  mortar  schooners  into  position,  and,  in  reply,  was- 
informed  that  the  army  transport  Laurel  Hill  would  tow  up  two  of  them. 

This  was  all  the  assistance  I  required  to  promptly  execute  the  order  I  had 
received;  and  to  carry  it  out,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  K.  R. 
Breese,  in  his  boat,  to  superintend  the  placing  of  the  schooners,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  look  after  the  S.  C.  Jones,  and  be  ready  to  give  proper  directions  should 
the  ram  unexpectedly  move.  He  had,  however,  scarcely  left  to  perform  this 
duty  when,  to  my  surprise  and  great  regret,  the  S.  0.  Jones  was  blown  up,, 
without  any  movement  of  the  ram  occurring  to  justify  it. 

Three  schooners  were  then  taken  in  tow  by  this  steamer  and  placed  in  posi- 
tion on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  a  little  below  where  they  were  stationed  dur- 
ing the  previous  bombardment,  the  batteries  on  the  Vicksburg  side  opening  fire 
briskly  at  the  same  time. 

The  Laurel  Hill  not  having  started  with  her  tow,  I  was  obliged  to  return 
•down  the  river  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  was  informed  by  her 
captain  that  he  "  had  parted  his  hawser,  and,  consequently,  could  not  tow.*' 
In  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  we  were  under  way,  with  the  two  remaining 
schooners,  and  at  3.30  p.  m.  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  all  the  mortal's  in 
position. 

The  first  three  schooners — the  John  Grifiith,  Acting  Master  Henry  Brown 
commanding ;  the  Henry  Janes,  Acting  Master  James  W.  Pennington  com- 
manduig;  and  the  Oliver  H.  Lee,  Acting  Master  Washington  Godfrey  com- 
manding— ^had  already,  at  L30  p.  m.,  opened  fire  from  their  mortars,  and  at  the 
time  we  arrived  with  the  Orvetta,  Acting  Master  F.  E.  Blanchard  commanding^ 
and  the  Sarah  Bruen,  Acting  Master  A.  Christian  commanding,  were  also  firing 
with  their  broadside  guns,  assisted  by  a  field  battery  of  General  Williams's 
command,  at  a  large  body  of  riflemen  on  the  opposite  shore  who  were  annoy- 
ing them  by  their  fire,  which  immediately  ceased  upon  our  casting  off  our  tow 
and  throwing  some  8-incli  grape  among  them.  The  estimated  distance  of  the 
schooner  furthett  up  the  river  from  the  batteries  was  3,700  yards,  and  of  the 
one  furthest  down,  4,000  yards. 

The  mortars  being  in  position  and  firing  with  effect  upon  the  batteries,  I 
remained  under  way  in  their  vicinity  to  render  them  all  the  assistance  my  frail 
steamer  could  afford,  should  they  require  it,  until  hailed  by  the  Brooklyn,  at 
7.15  p.  m.,  informing  me  that  the  fleet  was  getting  under  way,  when  I  made 
signal  to  the  mortars  to  fire  rapidly,  and  ran  over  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
river,  and  took  up  the  same  position  I  occupied  during  the  bombardment  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  June,  enfilading  the  water  battery  in  front  of  the  brick 
hospital,  and  remained  there  until  the  fleet  had  passed  the  batteries,  and  all 
firing,  except  from  the  mortars,  had  ceased.  The  signal  to  **  cease  firing  and 
retire"  was  then  made  to  the  schooners,  at  8.30  p.  m. 

I'he  firing  from  the  mortars  was  mpid  and  accurate,  the  shells  frequently  fall- 
ing apparently  within  the  batteries,  and  causing  for  a  time  a  less  regular  fire 
from  them,  which,  from  some  unknown  cause,  was  far  less  vigorous  from  the 
lower  batteries  than  on  the  occasion  of  the  previous  bombardment. 

To  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hrecse,  commanding  the  2d  divi- 
sion of  mortar  schooners,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  for  particulars  of  the 
mortar  practice  and  conduct  of  their  officers  and  men.  The  servic(»s  of  this 
officer,  1  am  aware,  have  already  betm  brought  to  your  notice  by  the  very  able 
and  gallant  commander  of  the  flotilla.  Captain  Porter ;  and  I  have  only  to  add 
the  expression  of  my  very  high  appn*ciation  of  his  official  ability  and  gallantry, 
and  my  thanks  for  his  zealous  assistance  during  this  anxious  day — anxious  from 
the  lact  that  from  the  hour  of  half-past  one  until  nearly  eight  in  the  evening 
the  niwrtar  schooners  were  lying  in  position,  comparatively  unprotected,  within 
two  and  a  half  miles  of  this  ram,  which  had  succet^sfully  run  the  blockade  of 
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our  fleetS)  not  knowing  at  what  moment  her  repairs  might  be  completed  and  she 
again  ready  for  action. 

The  Westfield  was  struck  twice  during  this  bombardment,  without  materially 
injuring  her ;  once  by  a  rifle  shot  on  her  connecting  rod,  which  was  probably 
saved  by  the  engine  being  in  motion,  and  once  by  the  fragments  of  a  anell. 

Since  the  Westiield  has  been  in  commission  she  has  been  engaged  in  three 
regular  bombardments,  and  at  other  times  frequently  under  uie  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  performing  the  duties  assigned  her  in  connexion  with  the 
mortar  flotilla;  and  it  is  a  duty  I  embrace  with  pleasure,  in  thus  making  my 
first  official  report  to  the  department,  to  express  my  apprcciatian  of  the  conduct 
of  her  officers  and  men. 

The  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  0.  W.  Zimmerman,  though  but  a  youth 
of  nineteen  years,  has  proved  himself,  by  his  professional  knowledge  and  fine 
bearing  under  fire,  worthy  of  receiving  a  lieutenant's  commission.  I  can  also 
with  confidence  recommend  Acting  Master  L.  D.  Smalley  for  a  permanent  posi- 
tion in  th(3  navy,  should  the  department  contemplate  retaining  any  of  the  volun- 
teer appointments.  He  has  performed  the  duties  of  master  since  leaving  the 
United  States,  and  in  that  capacity  directed,  under  my  supervision,  the  steering 
of  the  ship,  whenever  she  has  been  under  fire,  with  coolness  and  judgment. 

Acting  Masters  Vassallo,  Trullio,  and  Warren  have  been  attentive  to  their 
duties,  and  courageously  fought  the  guns  at  which  th6y  were  stationed^  while 
the  supply  of  powder  and  projectiles  from  ♦'  j  powder  division  was  evidence 
that  Acting  Master's  Mates  Amett  and  Harvey  were  equally  worthy  of  pmise. 

The  engineer  in  charge,  Mr.  William  R.  Greene,  with  his  aBsistants,  Messrs. 
George  S.  BakcT  and  Charles  Smith,  have  been  untiring  in  their  exertions  to 
keep  the  engine  in  repair,  and  have  exercised  so  much  judgment  and  care  that 
since  leaving  the  United  States  there  has  never  been  a  day  that  the  machinery 
has  not  been  in  perfect  working  order. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  H.  AUis  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  G.  0. 
Walden  are  also  worthy  of  commendation ;  the  former  for  kind  and  unremit- 
ting attention  to  the  sick,  and  the  latter  for  faithful  attention  to  dutVt  and  for 
volunteering  to  take  charge  of  our  9-iuch  gun  during  the  last  bomoardment, 
(two  of  the  acting  masters  being  ill  with  the  fever,)  and  fighting  it  with  couxage 
and  ability. 

Mr.  Dudley  S.  Griffith,  captain's  clerk,  has  been  of  great  service  to  me  in 
carrying  my  orders  in  time  of  action.  He  is  a  youth  of  much  intelligence  and 
cool  courage. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  RENSHAW, 
Camd'g  Division  of  Mortar  Flotilla,  operating  with  the 

Western  Gtdf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Barkantlnb  Horace  Heals, 

Below  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  July  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the 
bombardment  of  Vicksburg  by  the  mortar  vcsseli*,  second  division  mortar 
tiotilla,  on  the  15th  July. 

The  position  of  the  six  vessels  at  this  time  was  just  out  of  gunshot  of  the 
«inemy,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  about  a  mile  above  the  Brooklyn, 
with  the  exception  of  the  mortar  schooner  S.  C.  Jone^s,  lying  aground  about  a 
mile  above  us  and  on  the  same  side. 
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Firing  had  been  heard  some  time  up  the  river,  when  an  officer  came  to  the 
river  bank  and  stated  that  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  was  attempting  to  run 
through  the  fleet,  and  that  she  would  probably  succeed.  Word  was  imme- 
diately passed  to  the  division  to  heave  short,  and  your  signal  to  prepare  to  get 
under  way  was  soon  followed  by  the  signal  to  get  under  way,  the  ram  having 
hove  in  sight,  and  appearing  to  be  standing  for  us. 

The  division  slowly  dropped  by  the  tide  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  former 
position,  hauling  close  in  to  the  bank.  Here  all  preparations  were  made  to  do 
our  best  with  the  ram  should  she  come  down.  About  10  a.  m.  you  ordered  the 
division  to  be  ready  to  be  taken  up  into  position,  and  that  I  had  better  go 
ahead  and  select  the  place  for  them,  which  I  did,  at  the  same  time  to  see  what 
could  be  done  with  the  S.  C.  Jones.  On  leaving  your  vessel  the  Jones  was 
discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  shortly  after  blew  up. 

About  1.30  p.  m.  the  John  Griffiths,  Orvetta,  and  Henry  Janes  reached 
their  position,  towed  by  your  vessel, ^«*nd  at  1.40  they  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy's  batteries.  The  Sarah  Bruen  and  O.  H.  Lee  were  to  have  been  towed 
by  the  Laurel  Hill,  but  they  were  abandoned  after  a  single  attempt,  and  only 
got  into  position  by  your  vessel.  As  you  are  aware  that  the  enemy's  shot  flew 
quite  thickly  about  the  vessels  while  being  placed  in  position,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  fiirther,  except  that  at  different  times  we  were 
opened  upon  from  tlie  rifled  gun  of  the  enemy,  and  also  from  sharpshooters 
placed  in  the  woods  on  the  oppotthe  bank. 

The  broadside  guns,  throwing  10-second  shell,  responded  to  this  latter ;  but 
I  think  their  being  silenced  before  mischief  was  done  is  owing  to  the  splendid 
shooting  of  Captain  Hine's  battery,  placed  in  battery  abreast  and  partly  astern 
of  the  division.     This  battery  most  effectually  silenced  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  firing  from  the-  mortars  was  continuous  from  the  time  of  taking  up  posi- 
tion to  that  of  the  order  to  drop  down  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  about  an 
hour  during  a  rain  squall.  The  firing  was  once  in  about  seven  to  ten  minutes 
from  each  vessel  until  we  heard  the  guns  from  our  fleet  coming  down,  when  fire 
was  opened  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  kept  up  until  all  the  fleet  had  passed  us, 
when  you  made  signal  to  retire. 

During  this  time  the  John  Griffiths  threw  62  shells,  the  Orvetta  30  shells, 
the  Henry  Janes  60  shells,  O.  H.  Lee  49  shells,  and  Sarah  Bruen  32  shells. 
The  John  Griffiths  fired,  just  prior  to  and  on  the  passage  of  the  fleet  by  the 
forts,  upon  the  lower  water  batteries ;  the  other  vessels  altogether  upon  the  hill 
batteries. 

After  the  enemy's  lower  battery  was  silenced  by  Captain  Hine's  battery  of 
light  artillery  not  a  missile  was  sent  in  our  direction.  The  general  direction 
and  bursting  of  shell  was  very  good,  but  after  having  so  often  witnessed  the 
effect  of  nineteen  and  twenty  mortars,  it  almost  appeared  useless  to  use  so  few, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  a  less  number  are  hardly  efficient  for  such  purposes. 

The  vessels,  mortars,  and  their  appurtenances,  stood  the  shock  with  about 
the  UHual  amount  of  damage. 

llespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Second  Division  Mortar  Flotilla. 

Commander  William  B.  Rbnshaw, 

Commanding  Gttlf  Division  Mortar  Flotilla, 
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Rear  Admiral  Farragut  reports  the  possession  hy  the  Union  forces  of  Crolvesiom, 
Corpus  Christie  and  Sabine  City,  and  the  adjacent  waters;  also  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  Swasey,  capture  and  release  of  Lieutenant  Kittredge,  and  rapture 
of  several  prizes  and  many  cattle, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Pensa>cola  Bay,  Octoher  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Galveston,  Corpus  Ghristi,  and  Sabine 
City,  and  the  adjacent  wateis,  are  now  in  our  possession. 

A  short  time  since  I  sent  down  the  coast  of  Texas  acting  volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant J.  W.  Kittredge,  with  the  bark  Arthur,  the  little  steamer  Sachem,  and  a 
launch,  with  which  force  he  said  he  could  take  Corpus  Christi  and  the  waters 
adjacent,  from  whence  we  heard  of  so  many  small  craft  running  to  Havana.  He 
succeeded  very  well ;  took  the  places,  made  several  captures,  and  compelled  the 
enemy  to  bum  several  of  their  vessels ;  but,  on  one  occasion,  venturing  on  8h(Hre 
with  his  small  boat,  he  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  carried  to 
Houston,  where  they  paroled  him  on  condition  that  he  should  go  north,  and  not 
serve  until  regularly  exchanged.  He  returned  here  in  the  Arthur,  and  I  shall 
send  him  north  in  the  Rhode  Island.  I  next  sent  the  Kensington,  Acting 
Master  F.  Crocker,  commanding,  with  the  Rachel  Seaman  and  a  lannch,  with  a 
howitzer,  to  Sabine  Pass.  He,  too,  succeeded  well.  He  found  at  the  bar  one 
of  the  mortar  schooners — the  Henry  Janes,  Acting  Master  Lewis  Pennington, 
commanding — whom  he  invited  to  take  part  with  him,  which  he  did,  ana,  ac- 
cording to  Acting  Master  Crocker's  report,  performed  his  duty  with  great  credit* 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  herewith  enclosed.  They  took  the  fort,  and  aie 
still  going  ahead  finely,  havmg  taken  several  prizes,  one  of  which  arrived  here 
yesterday  with  despatches. 

I  next  sent  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw,  with  the  gunboats  Owasco,  Harriet 
Lane,  Clifton,  and  Wcstfield,  to  take  Galveston,  which  he  did  in  the  shorteat 
time,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  It  appears  that  the  first  shot  from  the 
Owasco  exploded  directly  over  the  heads  of  the  men  at  and  around  the  big  gtm^ 
(their  main  reliance,)  and  the  enemy  left.  A  Hag  of  truce  was  hoisted,  and  the 
preliminaries  arranged  for  a  surrender,  which  took  place  on  the  9th  instant. 
The  reports  will  give  you  all  the  particulars. 

All  we  want,  as  I  have  told  the  department  in  my  last  despatches,  is  a  few 
soldiers  to  hold  the  places,  and  we  will  soon  have  the  whole  coast.  It  is  a 
much  better  mode  and  a  more  efiectual  blockade  to  have  the  vessels  inside  in- 
stead of  outside.  I  need  vessels  of  light  draught  for  the^mall  ports  and  inland 
lakes  and  waters,  and  a  few  heavy  vessels  (the  largest  not  to  exceed  seventeen 
feet  draught)  for  outside  work. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  Commander  W.  B.  Benshaw,  Acting  Mastev 
W.  0.  Lunt,  of  the  Arthur,  and  of  Acting  Master  Crocker.  Corpus  Christi  and 
the  adjacent  waters  are  all  still  held  by  the  Sachem  and  other  small  vessels. 

I  regret  that  the  next  exploit  of  our  small  vessels  was  not  so  bloodless  as  the 
preceding  ones.  I  enclose  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Kansom, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  that  they  captured  fifteen  hundred  head  of  cattle 
en  route  for  the  enemy,  and  succeeded,  by  great  perseverance,  in  getting  them 
down  to  New  Orleans.  In  the  attack  on  our  transports,  however,  coming  down 
the  river,  Lieutenant  Charles  8wa.sey  and  one  or  two  seamen  were  killed. 

Lieutenant  Swasey  was  the  executive  officer  of  the  Varuna  when  she  was 
sunk  in  passing  the  forts  on  the  Missist^ippi,  and  was  afterwards  transferred  to 
the  Sciota,  where  he  loi*t  his  life.  He  was  a  young  man  of  modest  merit,  and 
would,  no  doubt,  have  continued  to  live  as  he  died — in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duties.     I  knew  him  but  slightly,  but  feel  assured  that  he  deserved  all  that 
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his  commander  has  said  of  liim,  and  deeply  deplore  bis  death,  although  he  died 
at  the  post  of  honor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear  Admirah  Commanding  Western  Chilf  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Yacht  Cerypheus, 
O^  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  Tuesday,  August  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  at  12  m.  this  day  removed  the  obstruc- 
tions in  Corpus  Christi  "dug-out."  One  of  the  rebel's  armed  vessels  appearing 
in  sight,  got  the  yacht  Cerypheus  under  way  and  ran  through  the  cut,  and 
gave  chase.  After  rounding  McGloin's  Bluff  gained  sufficient  upon  her  to  get 
within  range;  opened  fire  upon  her  with  the  Parrott  gun,  when  she  stood  for, 
and  ran  upon,  the  beach,  and  was  fired  and  deserted  bv  those  on  board. 
Boarded  her,  put  the  fire  out,  and  hove  her  off.  She  proved  to  be  the  armed 
schooner  Breaker,  formerly  a  pilot-boat  at  Pass  Cavallo.  The  armed  schooner 
Elmer  was  fired  and  abandoned  at  the  same  time.  Ran  across  the  bay  to 
Corpus  Christi,  when  the  sloop  Hannah  was  also  run  ashore  and  fired  upon  our 
approach.     The  balance  of  the  fleet  came  up  at  night. 

Wednesday,  August  13. — At  9  a.  m.  landed  under  white  flag,  and  met  Major 
Hobbie,  in  command  of  the  confederate  forces,  and  officers  of  his  command,  and 
Judge  Gilpin,  chief  justice  of  the  county.  Demanded  the  evacuation  of  the 
place  by  tne  military,  but  consented  to  the  inhabitants  remaining,  promising  to 
respect  their  private  property,  but  told  them  they  must  remove  their  women  and 
children  if  they  intendea  to  make  a  stand.  They  asked  for  forty-eight  hours 
for  this  purpose,  which  was  granted. 

Thursday  and  Friday,  August  14  and  15. — ^Nothing  occurred  worth  notice. 

Saturday,  August  16. — At  early  dawn  the  rebels  fired  upon  us  from  behind 
the  levee,  where  they  had  planted  a  battery.  Their  fire  was  immediately  re- 
turned from  gunboat  Sachem  and  yacht  Cerypheus  with  spirit.  A  shot  passed 
through  the  mainsail  (as  it  was  fiirled)  of  the  Cerypheus;  another  passed 
through  the  Sachem's  side,  a  splinter  injuring  Master's  Mate  Granger;  several 
other  shots  striking  rigging  of  both  vessels,  one  hulling  the  Cerypheus  and 
passing  through  her  magazine.  It  being  quite  calm,  could  not  get  into  position 
with  the  schooner  Eeindeer  and  sloop  Belle  Italia,  the  two  latter  firing  at  long 
range.  We  succeeded  in  silencing  their  batteries,  but  upon  our  ceasing  to  fire  (as 
there  was  nothing  to  fire  at)  they  returned  to  their  guns  and  again  opened  upon 
us.  We  silenced  them  several  times  during  the  day,  driving  them  from  their 
guns,  they  taking  shelter  behind  the  levee  and  in  buildings  sheltered  by  it.  A 
doHultory  firing  was  thus  kept  up  throughout  the  day ;  at  night  withdrew  out 
of  range. 

Sunday,  August  17. — Repaired  mainsail.  At  llj  p.  m.  the  enemy  set  fire 
to  the  steamer  A.  B.  She  was  aground  in  a  narrow  channel  that  leads  to 
Nueces  bay,  near  a  point  of  land  that  runs  down  from  Corpus  Christi.  I  had 
made  several  efforts  to  haul  her  off  without  effect,  so  removed  the  steam-cap, 
throttle  valve,  and  rolling  shaft.     She  burned  to  the  water's  e^ge. 

Confident  of  giving  a  good  report  of  to-morrow's  work,  I  remain,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KITTREDGE. 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  United  States  Bark  Arthur. 

Flag-Officer  David  G.  Fabbaout, 

Commanding  Western  Division,  Gulf  Squadron. 
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United  States  Yacht  Ceryphbus, 

Aransas  Bay^  Texas,  August  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  report  that  on  Monday,  Angast  18, 
1862,  off  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  p^ot  under  way  and  took  position  for  attacking 
the  enemy's  battery.  Landed  the  twelve-pounder  howitzer  with  a  party  of 
thirty  men,  under  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Alfred  H.  Reynolds,  with 
a  view  of  getting  in  position  to  rake  the  enemy's  battery.  Placed  schooner 
Reindeer,  Master's  Mate  William  Barker  in  command,  in  position  to  support  the 
shore  party  and  pour  shrapnell  and  canister  from  his  24-pounder  howitzer  into 
any  force  charging  them. 

Mr.  Reynolds  advanced  to  musket  range,  and  opened  upon  the  batteries  with 
shell,  the  steam  gunboat  Sachem  firing  shell  from  her  32-pounderB,  and  the 
yacht  throwing  shell  with  percussion  plungers  from  her  Parrott  gun,  both  vessels 
delivering  their  fire  with  excellent  effect.  The  Sachem  advanced  to  within 
musket  range. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  deployed  to  the  right  of  our  forces  on  land  about  160 
infantry,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  flanking  them,  but  Mr.  Barker,  with 
the  schooner  Reindeer,  stood  in  towards  them,  and  opened  fire  upon  them  with 
shrapnell  and  canist(3r,  with  such  marked  effect  that,  together  with  grape  from 
the  Sachem's  32's  and  the  yacht's  fire,  their  advance  was  checked,  and  they 
began  to  scatter.  Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Reynolds  had  maintained  his  ground 
boldly,  firing  his  gun  deliberately  and  with  precision ;  but  suddenly  250  to  300 
cavalry  charged  down  upon  him,  and  for  a  moment  their  capture  seemed  imfaii- 
nent,  but  the  yacht  was  immediately  run  down  towards  them,  within  short 
range,  and  the  Sachem  also,  and  the  fire  of  both  vessels  directed  at  the  cavalry. 
The  schooner  Reindeer  poured  canister  into  their  ranks,  and,  after  an  advance 
of  about  foiu:  hundred  yards  from  the  battery,  they  wavered  under  the  scathing 
storm  of  iron,  and  were  repulsed  with  evidently  considerable  loss,  many  being 
seen  to  fall,  and  retreated  to  tlie  shelter  of  the  town. 

I  had  omitted  to  state  that  the  enemy's  battery  was  silenced  previous  to  their 
infantry  and  cavalry  charge.  Our  land  force  was  withdrawn  (after  their  charge 
upon  it  and  the  repulse  of  the  enemy)  as  they  had  expended  all  their  ammuni- 
tion. Our  whole  force  was  about  one  hundred  efficient  men,  including  officers. 
We  had  some  eight  or  ten  sick,  who  were  put  on  board  the  captured  schooner 
Breaker  and  anchored  out  of  range.  The  enemy's  force'  could  not  have  been 
less  than  250  infantry  and  artillery  engaged,  and  300  cavalry,  and  they  had» 
doubtless,  more  troops  in  reserve. 

Not  possessing  the  means  to  hold  the  town  against  so  large  a  force,  and  having 
observed  that  the  cavalry  emerged  from  the  town  and  retreated  to  its  shelter*  I 
determined  to  shell  them  out  of  it,  and  threw  from  both  the  Sachem  and  yacht 
Cerypheus  shell  into  such  portions  of  the  town  as  they  seemed  to  occupy^ 
driving  them  back  to  the  plains.  I  then  withdrew  all  the  vessels  and  anchored 
for  the  night. 

The  casualties  of  this  day's  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  but  one» 
John  Allen,  landsman,  on  schooner  Reindeer,  slightly  wounded  in  the  thigh 
by  a  musket  ball. 

The  Sachem  received  four  shots  in  hull  and  upper  works,  and  several  in 
rigging,  smoke-stack,  &c.,  having  been  the  most  prominent  object  of  the  enemy's 
fire.     The  yacht  received  two  shots  through  her  mainsail  this  day. 

Considering  that  the  enemy  were  behind  a  battery  of  earthwork,  and  com- 
pletely sheltered,  I  consider  we  have  escaped  with  trifling  injury,  and  the  mo- 
ment we  drew  them  from  their  cover  they  were  made  to  bite  the  dust. 

1  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  cool  and  determined  manner  in  which  Acting 
Master  Amos  Johnson,  in  command  of  the  Sachem,  fought  his  vessel  while 
inunediately  under  the  enemy's  fire,  and  the  courage  and  zeal  with  which  he 
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engaged  the  enemy.     His  conduct  throughout  was   such   as  I  can  cheerfully 
recommend  to  your  notice. 

Mr.  Barker's  gallant  support  of  the  shore  party,  and  his  vigorous  and  rapid 
discharges  of  shrapnell  and  canister  into  the  enemy's  ranks,  while  exposed  to  a 
shower  of  musketry,  mainly  prevented  the  capture  of  the  12-pounder  howitzer 
by  an  overwhelming  force. 

Mr.  Bellows,  master's  mate  of  the  Arthur,  in  charge  of  the  Cerypheus, 
handled  the  vessel  with  judgment  and  promptness,  frequently  pointing  and 
firing  the  gun  with  as  much  coolness  as  though  he  was  practicing  at  a  target. 
In  short,  both  officers  and  men  met  my  expectations  and  fought  nobly. 

I  have  expended  the  principal  part  of  the  ammunition  and  projectiles  for  the 
Parrott  guns  and  for  the  thirty-twos,  and  shall  requii*e  more  before  engaging  in  any 
active  demonstrations. 

The  vessels  (five  in  all)  are  now  anchored  in  this  bay,  awaiting  the  steamer, 
and  will  remain  here  until  the  Arthur's  return  with  coal  and  ammunition. 

Hoping  my  efforts  may  meet  with  your  approval,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KITTREDGE, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur, 

Flag-Officer  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Gulf  Squadron. 


United  States  Bark  Arthur, 
Off  Aransas t  Texas^  September  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  T  would  respectfully  report  that,  on  Sunday  morning,  14tli  instant.  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  J.  W.  Kittredge  and  his  gig's  crew  (seven  men)  were  sur- 
prir<cd  and  cjiptured  by  the  rebels  at  Flour  Bluff,  twelve  miles  from  Corpus  Christi. 
The  yacht  Cerypheus,  schooner  Breaker,  and  sloop  Belle  Italia  left  here  for 
Corpus  Christi,  on  the  11th  instant,  to  communicate  with  Judge  Davis's  fam- 
ily, who  are  fifteen  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  being  necessary  to  obtain 
permission  from  General  Bee,  at  San  Antonio,  the  interim  was  used  by  Lieu- 
tenant Kittredge  in  exploring  the  entrance  to  Laguua  Madre.  He  was  surprised 
by  two  companies  of  infantry,  who  had  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  troops 
were  shelled  by  the  yacht  and  tenders,  but  their  efforts  were  unavailing.  The  gig 
waii  also  captured.  They  were  tiiken  to  Corpus  Christi,  and  the  fleet  returned 
the  same  day  to  Aransas  bay.  The  next  day  Assistant  Surgeon  Root  and  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Reynolds  went,  under  flag  of  truce,  with  the  yacht  to  Corpus  Christi, 
and  were  allowed  to  go  ashore  and  communicate  with  Lieutenant  Kittredge.  He 
was  allowed  to  take  what  clothes,  provisions,  and  money  he  wished.  He  was 
then  staying  with  Major  Hobbie,  who  commanded  the  forces  there  at  the  attack 
made  on  it  by  this  fleet,  August  16  and  18,  but  has  been  displaced  by  Major 
Grey.  On  the  16th  Lieutenant  Kittredge  wtvs  to  have  been  taken  to  oan  An- 
tonio. Major  Hobbie  gives  assurance  that  he  shall  be  treated  with  all  the  def- 
erence and  courtesy  due  his  rank. 

Mr.  Rr'ynolds  reports  a  new  battery  there,  and  testifies  to  seeing  six  long  32- 
pounder"*,  two  Mexican  24-pounder8,  and  six  brass  fleld-pieces.  They  have  been 
increasing  their  forces  lately,  so  that  the  idea  of  again  attacking  them  with  our 
present  force  would  be  impracticable.  By  the  capture  of  Lieutenant  Kittredge 
the  service  is  deprived  of  a  brave  and  good  officer.  His  knowledge  of  the  intri- 
cate inside  navigation  and  of  the  topography  of  the  country  was  invaluable. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  crew  captured  with  him :  Frederick  Williams, 
coxswain ;  George  Clemett,  Henry  ^IcLean,  and  James  Stewart,  seaman ;  John 
F.  Reid  and  Daniel  Kennedy,  ordinary  seamen,  and  Albeit  A.  Butts,  landsman. 
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The  following  arms  were  captured  with  the  gig :  seven  Enfield  rifled  muBkets 
and  accoutrements ;  seven  cutlasses,  and  seven  boarding-pistols.  We  learned  that 
Wilson,  landsman,  (whose  capture  on  St.  Joseph's  island  has  been  before  re- 
ported,) was  taken  by  twenty  cavalry  from  Salina,  and  that  he  is  now  a  prisoner 
at  Matagorda.  Under  my  command  the  Arthur  was  absent  at  GalvestODy  to  land 
a  lady  passenger  taken  in  the  prize  schooner  Water  Witch,  from  September  11 
to  19. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  0.  LANDT. 
Acting  Master,  Comd\g  United  States  Bark  Artkwr, 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Chilf  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Kensington, 

Off  Lake  Calcasieu,  Texas,  October  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  entire  success  of  our  expedition  to  Sabine 
Pass.  The  town  is  in  our  possession,  and  the  battery  (consisting  of  four  gnoB, 
two  of  8,000  pounds,  and  two  smaller)  entkely  destroyed,  without  the  loss  of  a 
bingle  man  on  our  side. 

The  steamer  Kensington  and  schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  under  my  commandy 
arrived  off  Sabine  Pass  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  September,  where  the  mor- 
tar schooner  Henry  Janes,  Pennington,  commander,  was  found  at  anchor.  I 
proposed  to  him  to  join  the  expedition,  which  he  did,  and  we  attempted  to  pass 
the  bar  that  night,  but  did  not  succeed.  The  next  day  was  calm  until  nearly 
night,  wlien,  with  a  light  breeze,  the  two  schooners,  having  on  board  a  strong 
party  from  the  Kensington,  attempted  to  cross  the  bar,  in  which,  after  the  great- 
est exertions,  the  Hachcl  Seaman  oulv  succeeded. 

The  next  day,  with  all  the  boats,  the  Henry  Janes  was  kedged  over,  and  both 
vessels  immediately  took  up  a  position  to  attack.  The  battery  opened  on  us 
with  vigor,  but  the  shells  and  rifle  shots  from  our  vessels  overpowered  their  fire, 
and  they  ceased.  That  night  I  led  a  boat  expedition  up  the  pass  to  attack  tbem 
in  the  rear ;  but  before  we  got  disentangled  from  the  reefs,  and  got  into  position^ 
the  battery  was  evacuated.  The  next  morning  the  schooners  moved  up  to  the 
battery  and  entirely  destroyed  it,  while  I  received  the  surrender  of  the  town.  I 
cannot  commend  too  highly  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com* 
mand.  They  were  all  eager  rivals  for  every  post  of  danger  or  difficulty,  and 
fully  maintained  the  enviable  reputation  our  navy  has  already  established.  I 
desire  to  make  especial  mention  of  Acting  Master  J.  L.  Pennington,  command- 
ing the  mortar  schooner  Henry  Janes,  for  to  his  perseverance  ana  energy  in  get- 
ting his  vessel  over  the  bar,  and  his  skill,  courage,  and  coolness  in  fighting  ner* 
the  expedition  is  mainly  indebted  for  its  complete  and  bloodless  success ;  and  I 
respectfully  request  that  you  confer  on  him  the  high  honor  of  your  commenda- 
tion. 

The  next  day,  leaving  the  two  schooners  at  anchor,  I  started  with  the  Ken- 
sington for  the  river  Mermantau,  which  is  about  fifty  miles  east  of  Sabine, 
where  it  was  reported  there  was  an  unfinished  battery  and  several  steamers. 
That  evening  I  led  a  strong  boat  expedition  up  that  river.  We  found  the  bat- 
tery deserted  and  destroyed,  and  that  two  of  the  steamers  had  nm  the  block- 
ade, loaded  with  sugar,  only  a  week  before.  One  still  remained,  but  was  up  the 
river,  and  could  not  be  reached  in  boats.  The  next  day  we  anchored  near  the 
mouth  of  Lake  Calcasieu  and  took  a  sloop.  We  also  obtained  information  of 
a  steamer  and  two  schooners  that  lay  up  the  lake,  and  aft(;rwards  saw  the  steamer 
moving.  We  immediately  commenced  to  fit  the  launch  with  masts  and  sails, 
with  which  to  go  after  her.     The  next  day  I  returned  to  Sabine,  where  I  fonnd 
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that  Captains  Hooper  and  Pennington  had  executed  mj  orders,  bj  going  up  to 
Taylor's  bayou  and  destroying  a  large  raibroad  bridge,  thus  cutting  off  all  com- 
rnvnication  with  Sabine  Pass,  and  rendering  our  position  secure  against  a  land 
attack.  The  next  day  I  chased  and  captured  the  British  schooner  Velocity,  from 
Sisal,  Mexico,  loaded  with  salt,  cotton-bagging,  and  large  quantities  of  rope.  I  sent 
her  into  anchor  at  Sabine.  The  next  day,  (yesterday,)  having  completed  my 
launch,  I  started  for  Lake  Calcasieu,  and  ofif  this  place  captured  tne  British 
schooner  Adventure,  also  from  Sisal,  and  loaded  with  the  same  cargo.  1  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  sending  her  to  you  with  this  communication,  believing  her 
not  to  be  of  sufficient  value  to  send  north,  and  in  the  hope  that  you  will  retain  her 
at  l^eneacola  for  the  short  time  necessary  to  make  it  safe  to  send  her  to  Key 
West,  before  which  I  hope  to  be  at  Pensacola  to  report  in  person. 

I  phall  to-day  start  up  the  lake  for  the  steamer,  and  hope  to  take  her.  In 
which  event  I  propose  to  arm  her  and  go  up  the  Mermantau  river  until  I  take 
the  steamer  there.  Upon  these  two,  if  I  get  them  safely  to  Sabine,  I  propose 
to  place  our  Parrott  gims  and  howitzers,  and  make  a  dash  up  the  Sabine  river, 
where  there  are  several  steamers  and  schooners  and  no  batteries.  K  I  am  suc- 
cessful there,  I  shall  return  and  go  up  the  Nachez  river,  where  there  are  still 
more  steamers  and  vessels,  and  where,  at  the  town  of  Beaumont,  there  is  a  large 
railroad  bridge  on  the  main  line  of  Texas,  which,  destroyed,  will  stop  all  com- 
munication between  eastern  and  western  Texas.  All  this  is  defended  by  only 
two  24-pounder8  in  battery,  and  those  I  hope  to  overpower  with  the  Parrott's ; 
in  which  event  I  shall  take  or  destroy  all  above,  and  thus  completely  use  up  one 
of  the  most  vicious  and  active  of  secession  ports. 

So  soon  as  I  take  the  steamers  at  this  place  and  at  Mermantau  river,  I  pro- 
pose to  man  them  with  such  a  part  of  the  Kensington's  ci'ew  as  can  be  safely 
spared,  and  then  send  the  Kensington  to  fulfil  your  orders  relative  to  the  Alba- 
tros  and  other  vessels  to  the  westward,  under  the  command  of  my  executive  offi- 
cer, who  is  a  sober  man,  thorough  seaman,  and  perfectly  competent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  Galveston  paper,  containing  a  notice  of 
the  capture  of  Captain  Kittredge,  which  I  hope  is  not  true. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER, 

Acting  Master  Commanding. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  6.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Mississippi  River,  near  Donaldson villet  October  4,  1862. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  sorrowful  duty  to  report  to  you  the  death  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  H.  Swasey,  killed  in  the  action  with  the  rebel  forces  below 
Donaldson ville  this  day  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Tliis  gunboat  was  the  leading  vessel,  conveying  a  number  of  transports  loaded 
with  cattle,  when  a  concealed  battery  of  four  pieces  of  artillery  opened  from  the 
levee,  accompanied  by  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  from  a  large  boay  of  men  who 
lay  in  ambush  behind  the  levee.  The  first  shot  fired  by  the  rebels  came  through 
the  bulwarks  just  abaft  the  pivot-gun,  striking  Lieutenant  Swasey  on  the  right 
hip  and  cutting  off  his  right  hand.     He  expired  at  3  p.  m. 

This  loss  to  the  service  and  to  the  country  of  a  gallant,  zealous,  and  energetic 
young  officer  who  promised  so  much  in  the  future,  we  have  reason  to  mourn;  the 
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more  so,  as  he  fell  in  a  cowardly  attack  of  the  rebels ;  but  his  death  is  no  less 
one  more  offering  of  blood  to  the  cause  of  the  Union  and  of  our  countiy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
Lieutenant  Commander  U,  S,  N,,  Commanding  Sciota. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  toith  the  Sciota  below  Donaldson  ville,  Louisiana f  October ^4, 1862. 

United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 
New  Orleans,  La,,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  day,  about  1.30  p.  m.,  some  two  miles  below 
Donaldsonville,  a  rebel  force,  consisting  of  some  six  pieces  or  more  of  flying  artil 
lery,  supported  by  a  large  body  of  infantry,  probably  as  many  as  fifteen  hundred, 
opened  a  severe  and  hot  fire  upon  this  vessel  and  a  convoy  of  army  transports 
loaded  with  cattle.  So  skilfully  concealed  was  the  battery  and  the  ambush  of 
the  footmen,  that  it  was  not  until  this  vessel  was  abreast  of  the  enemy,  and  they 
had  opened  their  fire,  that  they  were  discovered;  and,  though  the  crew  were  at 
Quarters  and  the  ship  cleared  for  action,  still,  such  was  the  speed  of  the  vessel, 
tiiat  she  had  passed  so  far  below  the  rebel  battery  as  to  renaer  it  impossible  to 
train  the  guns  abaft  enough  to  bear  on  the  enemy  beyond  some  three  rounds 
from  all  the  battery,  but,  ordering  the  convoy  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  I  put  my 
helm  hard  astarboard  and  rounded  to,  the  shifting  pivots  to  port,  when  I  opened 
an  effective  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell  with  such  results  as  soon  to  silence 
nearly  all  the  fire  of  the  rebels.  The  Kineo,  some  distance  astern,  coming 
rapidly  to  my  8u{)port,  and  with  a  rapid  fire  driving  the  enemy,  who  were  above 
my  line  of  fire,  from  their  position  to  seek  safety  in  a  cowwdly  flight,  after  a 
concealed  and  assassin-like  attack. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Swasey,  executive  officer  of  this 
vessel,  was  mortally  wounded  while  gallantly  performing  his  duty,  having  just 
pointed  and  fired  the  9-inch  gun.  A  12-pounder  rifle-shot  entered  the  bulwark, 
striking  him  on  the  hip  and  inflicting  a  terrible  and  mortal  wound,  of  which  he 
expired  at  3  p.  m. 

This  officer  was  characteiized  by  all  the  elements  which  make  up  the  hero- 
brave,  imbued  with  patriotic  ardor  and  professional  ambition,  chivalric  as  a  gen- 
tleman, gentle,  and  with  a  heart  full  of  Christian  principles.  His  last  words 
were:  "Tell  my  mother  I  tried  to  be  a  good  man."  I  respectfully  request  that 
his  death,  so  heroic  and  noble,  may  be  especially  made  known  to  the  nation 
through  the  Navy  Department. 

John  O'llare,  landsman,  was  wounded  by  a  round  shot  in  the  right  arm,  ren- 
dering amjiutation  necessary. 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  this  action,  as  corroborating,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  information  that  I  had  the  honor  to  send  to  Commodore  Henry 
\V.  Morris  on  the  9tli  September,  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  were  daily  gain- 
ing strength  and  audacity,  so  that  in  a  short  time  the  present  force  in  this  river 
will  nut  be  sufficient  to  hold  it  for  the  government.  From  additional  informa- 
tion, 1  am  again  forced  to  represent  that,  from  New  Orieans  to  Vicksburg,  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  all  the  residents  are  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  in 
arms  agjiinstus;  that  conscription  is  rapidly  forming  large  bodies  of  men  to 
resist  us.  The  low  state  of  the  river  places  the  open-decked  gunboats  some 
twenty  feet,  and  at  a  great  disadvantage,  below  the  crest  of  the  levee,  which  is 
a  strong,  safe,  and  ready-made  breastwork  for  sharpshooters,  leaving  their 
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women  in  their  residences,  and  relying  upon  their  feebleness  to  protect  them 
and  tlieir  property  from  the  righteous  punishment  which  should  await  them  for 
their  treason.  The  male  residents  arc  all  more  or  less  in  arms,  and  steadily 
gaining  strength.  The  most  energetic  and  severe  measures  are  necessary  to 
reduce  these  people  to  subjection  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  United  States  Navy. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Gunboat  Kineo, 

Mississippi  River ,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  while  steaming  down  the  river,  as  convoy  to  six 
transport  steamers  with  cattle,  this  afternoon — the  Sciota  ahead,  the  Kineo  and 
Itasca  following — at  about  2.10  p.  m.  a  sharp  fire  was  opened  upon  us  from  the 
west  bank,  about  two  miles  below  Donaldsonville,  with  musketry  and  artillery. 
It  was  returned,  promptly,  from  each  gunboat — by  the  Kineo,  with  the  11-inch 
pivot  Parrott  rifle  howitzer  and  32-pounder — with  such  effect  that  the  enemy 
were  soon  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  bank.  We  Jcept  steadily  on  doiivni 
the  river,  as  I  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  insure  a  safe  and  very  quick 
transportation  of  the  cattle  to  a  place  where  they  might  be  released  from  con- 
finement, lest  many  might  be  lost  for  want  of  food  and  water. 

I  will  now  return  to  endeavor  to  secure,  with  the  aid  of  the  Katahdin  and 
Itasca,  the  remainder  of  the  drove — about  200 — which  we  were  compelled  by 
circumstances  to  leave  behind. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Lowry  will  explain  to  you  in  person  more  particularly, 
and  doubtless  more  satisfactorily  than  I  can  in  the  hurry  of  the  present  moment, 
the  condition  of  things  and  the  circumstances  under  which  we  still  hold  about 
200  head  of  cattle,  nine  miles  above  Donaldsonville. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  S.  Oberly  of  killed 
and  wounded  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  RANSOM, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer,  present,  New  Orleans, 


United  States  GrxeoAT  Kineo, 

Mississippi  River,  October  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  casualties  occurred  aboard  this  vessel  at  2.15  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  a  few  miles  below  Donaldsonville,  while 
convoying  transports  down  the  river : 

William  Swain,  ordinary  seaman,  killed;  Latham  A.  Brown,  acting  master, 
wounded  in  the  groin,  slightlv,  by  a  spent  ball. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  OBERLY,^ 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Geo.  M.  Ransom, 

Commanding  United  States  Gunboat  Kineo. 
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United  States  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman, 

Sabine  Pa^s,  Texas  October  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  temporary  absence  of  Captain  Crocker,  of  the  eteamer  £[eiiBing- 
ton,  commanding  the  expedition,  I  have  the  honor  of  Bubmitting  to  yon  the 
following  report  of  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  forces  detailed  by  you 
for  that  purpose,  viz :  The  Rachel  Seaman  left  Pensacola  in  tow  of  the  Kensing- 
ton, Friday,  the  19th  ultimo,  and  arrived  off  the  bar  of  this  place,  Monday,  the 
22d  ultimo,  anchoring  within  five  miles  of  the  fort;  wind  light  firom  the  north, 
channel  trending  northwest. 

Tuesday,  23d,  Captain  Crocker,  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Cobb«  Afisistant 
Paymaster  Tarbcll,  Acting  Masters  Taylor  and  Hammond,  with  Master's 
Mate  Finney,  came  on  board,  while  the  Kensington's  launch  and  first  cutter, 
each  with  a  howitzer  and  otherwise  armed  and  equipped,  were  alongside.  All 
I  this  day  we  were  engaged  in  towing  and  kedging  over  the  bar.  At  6  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  fort,  and  sent  assistance  to  the 
mortar  schooner  Henry  Janes,  which  had  previously  arrived.  During  the 
night  a  boat  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sommers,  master's  mate,  rowed  guard,  going  in 
above  the  fort. 

Wednesday,  September  24. — ^At  9  a.  m.  we  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  from  our 
20-pound  rifle  and  two  broadside  32 's  of  fifty-seven  hundred  weight.  We  fired 
eleven  times  from  our  position  of  two  and  a  half  miles  distance.  The  'Sj&arv 
Janes  fired  three  shell  from  her  mortar,  at  a  distance  of  three  miles ;  our  shell 
all  fell  within  or  beyond  the  fort.  The  enemy  promptly  replied,  most  of  their 
shot  fiilling  short  of  us.  Finding  this  to  be  too  long  a  range  for  good  execution, 
ceased  firing,  and  both  vessels  proceeded  to  kedge  nearer  the  fort.  At  5  p.  m. 
we  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  position  one  and  one-half  mile  from  the  fort, 
both  vessels  in  a  line.  While  getting  this  position,  the  fort  had  continued  a 
brisk  fire  upon  us,  the  shot  all  falling  near  us.  Notwithstanding  that  we  were 
for  some  time  unable  to  return  the  fire,  our  officers  and  men  all  remained  per- 
fectly cool.  At  5.30  p.  m.  both  vessels  opened  fire,  making  splendid  shots ;  at 
6.15  ceased  firing  for  the  night.  It  was  then  determined  to  attempt  the  capture 
of  the  fort  with  our  boats  ;  and  at  11.30  p.  m.  the  launch,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Hammond,  with  Captain  Crocker  in  command ;  the  first  cutter  in  chaige 
of  Edwin  Janverin,  master's  mate  of  this  vessel,  each  boat  with  a  howitser,  and 
a  boat  with  ^yq  men,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sommers,  as  a  spiking  party,  started  in 
shore.  The  boat  succeeded  in  getting  above  the  fort,  but  got  aground  among 
the  oyster  reefs,  in  which  the  bay  abounds,  and  were  unable  to  get  into  the 
channel  which  would  lead  to  the  rear  of  the  fort.  After  rowing  unUl  near  day* 
light  the  attempt  was  given  up. 

Thursday y  September  25, — At  daylight  we  opened  fire  with  our  Parrott  riflo. 
We  fired  three  shell  directly  into  the  fort ;  this  bringing  no  response,  and  seeing 
no  one  about  the  fort  and  no  flag  flying,  we  ceased  firing,  and  Captain  Crocker 
went  in,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  found  the  fort  evacuated,  and  the  guns  spiked. 
The  guns  consisted  of  two  32's  of  7,000  pounds  each,  and  two  32*8  of  forty-two 
hundred  weight.  Captain  Crocker  then  started  for  the  town,  but  was  met  by 
a  deputation  of  three  citizens,  who  said  that  the  mayor  had  died  two  days  pre- 
vious, and  that  nearly  all  the  citizens  had  left  on  account  of  the  yellow  fever, 
which  had  been  raging  badly,  but  was  then  abating.  After  giving  and  receiving 
the  necessary  assurances  of  good  conduct,  &c.,  Captain  Crocker  returned  on 
board,  d(;eming  it  not  prudent  to  allow  any  one  to  land.  In  the  meantime,  the 
schooners  had  got  under  way  and  stood  in,  the  Rachel  Seaman  anchoring  abreast 
of  the  fort,  and  the  Henry  Janes  five  hundred  yards  below.  In  the  course  of 
the  day  I  sent  in  a  boat  and  burnt  the  barrack  buildings  and  gim-carriages. 

Friday,  September  26. — Captain  Crocker,  with  his  officers  and  men,  returned 
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to  the  Kensington,  and  got  under  way  for  Merman tau  river,  fifty  miles  to  the 
eastward,  where  some  steamers  were  reported  to  be  hidden. 

Saturday  J  September  27  th. — At  10  p.  m.  two  boats  from  the  Henry  Janes, 
with  one  boat  from  this  vessel,  pulled  up  river  about  fifteen  miles,  burnt  a  rail- 
road bridge,  and  intercepted  a  mail. 

Monday,  September  29. — The  Kensington  returned  unsuccessful. 

Tuesday,  September  30. — The  Kensington  overhauled  and  brought  in  a  small 
schooner  from  Sisal,  Mexico,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  leather,  bagging,  and 
salt,  under  English  papers ;  she  was  standing  in,  however,  for  this  port.  Her 
captain  and  crew  of  seven  men  were  transferred  to  the  Kensington. 

Thursday,  October  2. — Three  of  our  boats,  with  two  from  the  Henry  Janes, 
went  up  river  about  ^y^  miles  and  brought  down  the  families  of  Messrs.  Kirk<- 
patrick  and  Davis,  who  claimed  our  protection ;  they  were  placed  on  board  of 
the  prize  schooner  Velocity.  After  taking  the  families  the  depot  was  burned. 
The  Kensington  again  absent  on  an  expedition. 

Mojuiay,  October  6. — Early  this  morning  descried  a  schooner  standing  in ; 
sent  a  boat,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Janverin,  to  board  her.  She  proved  to  be  the 
schooner  Dart,  from  Sisal,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  rope,  and 
leather ;  she  was  brought  in  and  anchored  near  us.  The  captain,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  this  place,  with  the  crew,  was  brought  on  board  of  this  vessel.  The 
Dart  was  under  English  papers,  and  will  be  retained  until  the  return  of  Captain 
Crocker. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QUINCY  A.  HOOPER, 
Acting  Master  U.  <S.  N,,  Com*ding  U,  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 

Rear  Admiral  David  G.  Farraout, 

Co7nmanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Westfield, 
OJ"  Galveston,  Texas,  October  5,  1862. 

Admiral  :  The  steamers  Westfield,  Harriet  Lane,  Commander  Wainwright ; 
Owasco,  Commander  Guest ;  Cliftoir,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Law,  and  the 
schooner  Henry  Janes,  Acting  Master  Pennington,  of  the  mortar  flotilla,  under 
my  command,  yesterday  captured,  afler  a  feeble  resistance,  the  defences  of  the 
harbor  and  city  of  Galveston. 

The  guns  of  a  formidable-looking  battery  on  Pelican  island,  from  which,  we 
anticipated  a  henvy  fire,  proving  to  be  "quakers,"  and  the  bursting  of  an  11- 
inch  shell  from  the  Owasco  over  their  heavy  10-inch  columbiad  mounted  on 
Fort  Point,  causing  a  panic  in  the  fort,  will  account  for  the  ease  with  which 
this  important  capture  has  been  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  RENSHAW, 
Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 
Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W,  G,  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensacola, 


United  States  Schooner  Hbnrv  Janes, 

Sabine  Pass,  September  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  18th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  got  under  way  and 
proceeded  direct  to  Sabine  bar,  anchoring  off  the  bar  Sunday  morning,  2l8t 
\yhen  within  about  six  miles  of  the  bar  I  discovered  a  steamer  which  had  eveiy 
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appearance  of  being  an  enemy.  I  at  once  called  the  crew  to  quarters,  and  made 
every  preparation  for  action.  Upon  nearing  her,  I  discovered  that  she  was  a 
double-engine  high-pressure  Bteamer.  The  wind  being  high,  and  from  the  north, 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  within  gunshot  of  her,  and  having  been  informed 
by  you  that  several  vessels  had  run  the  blockade  at  this  place,  and  that  a  num- 
ber of  vessels  were  daily  expected,  I  at  once  prepared  a  secession  flag  with  the 
intention  of  decoying  her  out  over  the  bar.  As  soon  as  she  discovered  the  flag 
she  got  up  steam,  hoisted  the  rebel  flag,  and  made  for  us.  She  came  steadily 
on  her  coiu*se  until  within  about  two  and  a  half  miles ;  when  I  had  to  change 
my  course  to  prevent  my  running  ashore  on  the  bar,  which  brought  my  vefisel 
in  such  a  position  as  to  show  my  quarter  boats,  when  she  turned  immediately 
and  steamed  under  the  battery.  The  wind  now  fell  so  that  my  vessel  was 
unmanageable,  and  I  was  forced  to  anchor  to  prevent  drifting  ashore.  I  could 
plainly  distinguish  a  large  number  of  men  upon  the  decks  of  the  steamer,  and, 
not  knowing  but  that  she  might  be  armed,  I  made  eveiy  preparation  to  repel  an 
attack,  in  case  she  ehould  attempt  to  board  us  during  the  night  September  22, 
at  8  a.,  m.  the  rebels  hoisted  their  flag  over  the  battery.  The  steamer  at  tliis 
time  being  tied  up  to  the  bank  in  front  of  the  battery.  At  9  a.  m.  I  saw  two 
vessels  in  the  offing  making  for  us.  They  proved  to  be  the  United  States 
Bteamer  Kensington,  Acting  Master  Crocker,  commanding,  and  the  United  States 
schooner  Kachel  Seaman,  Acting  Master  Hooper,  commanding.  The  steamer 
Kensington  came  to  anchor  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  my  vessel,  Captain 
Crocker  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that  he  had  come  here  with  orders  from 
Admiral  Farrtigut  to  blockade  this  port,  and,  if  practicable,  to  capture  the  bat- 
tery, which  is  situated  on  the  left  bank,  three  miles  from  the  middle  of  the  bar, 
and  northwest  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  light-house.  Captain  Crocker 
asked  nie  if  I  would  join  him  and  Captain  Hooper  in  the  attack  upon  the  batter}', 
which  I  considered  upon  before  giving  an  answer,  as  my  orders  from  you  were 
to  proceed  direct  to  this  bar,  and  there  await  your  arrival  in  the  steamer.  My 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  bar,  and  feeling  confident  that  we  would  be  suc- 
cessful in  the  capture  of  the  battery,  I  assented  to  co-operate  with  them.  The 
steamer  Kensington  being  of  heavy  draught,  she  was  unable  to  cross  the  bar ;  so 
the  plan  agreed  upon  was  to  take  the  launches,  armed  with  howitzers,  with  as 
many  officers  and  seamen  as  could  safelv.bc  spared,  and  cross  the  bar  with  the 
two  schooners,  and  make  the  attack.  I'liere  being  but  eight  feet  of  water  on 
the  bar,  and  my  vessel  drawing  eight  feet  seven  inches,  we  were  forced  to  wait 
for  a  strong  breeze  to  drive  her  through  the  mud.  September  23,  at  4  p.  m., 
the  wind  shifted  to  the  southeast  and  breezed  up.  Captain  Crocker,  with  part 
of  his  officers  and  crew,  went  on  board  the  Rachel  Seaman  and  got  under  way, 
followed  closely  by  my  vessel  until  one-third  the  way  of  the  bar,  when,  my 
vessel,  drawing  seventeen  inches  more  water  than  the  Seaman,  brought  np, 
while  the  Seaman  passed  over  and  anchored  just  inside  the  bar,  out  of  range  of 
the  battery.  Captain  Crocker  immediately  sent  me  five  boats,  well  manned,  to 
assist  me  in  running  anchors  and  heaving  over  the  bar.  After  working  seven 
hours,  the  tide  fell  so  that  slie  did  not  move;  so  we  ceased  for  the  nigiit,  and 
Captain  Crocker's  men  returned  to  the  Rachel  Seaman.  September  24,  when 
daylight  aj)peared,  I  could  di^itinguish  a  large  number  of  men  standing  u{>on  the 
battery.  My  vessel  being  now  about  three  miles  from  the  battery,  I  concluded 
I  would  give  them  a  shell  to  see  them  **sk(ulad(lle."  1  called  the  crew  to  quar- 
ters and  opened  fire  with  the  mortar  on  the  battery.  The  shell  fell  about  twenty 
feet  from  tht;  centre  of  the  batter}'  and  covered  one  man  nearly  up  with  mud, 
which  I  have  been  told  by  a  man  who  was  in  the  battery.  I  fired  three  shell 
and  then  ceased.  The  Rachel  Seaman  opened  fire  soon  after  with  her  twentv- 
pounder  Pjirrott,  but  could  not  reach  the  battery.  I'he  battery  returned  the 
compliment,  but  could  not  reach  the  Seaman.  At  11  a.  m.  the  tide  commenced 
raising,  and  Captain  Crocker  sent  me  a  strong  force  to  assist  me  in  getting  over. 
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which  we  accomplished  after  five  hours'  hard  labor.  The  wind  now  being  fair, 
I  made  sail,  and  took  position  2,700  yards  from  the  battery,  and  cleared  away 
for  action.  At  5  p.  m.,  the  enemy  discovering  that  I  was  tmining  the  mortar 
round  on  the  battery,  they  opened  fire  on  my  vessel  from  four  guns,  thinking,  as 
I  have  been  since  informed,  that  they  could  sink  me  before  I  could  fire  the 
mortar.  But  they  were  sadly  disappointed,  as  the  fourth  shot  was  made  by  the 
mortar,  the  shell  bursting  directly  over  the  battery  and  driving  the  rebels 
from  their  guns.  I  opened  fire  also  with  my  32-poundere,  but  soon  discovered 
that  they  could  not  reach ;  so  I  worked  the  mortar  alone.  Soon  as  the  shell 
would  alight  and  explode,  they  would  jump  to  their  guns  and  give  me  four  in 
return.  But,  fortunately,  two  of  their  guns  would  not  reach,  while  the  other 
two  fell  close  around  me,  sometimes  going  over  one  hundred  yards.  1  fired  the 
mortar  as  rapidly  as  possible,  bursting  the  shell  over  the  battery.  The  Rachel 
Seaman  commenced  getting  under  way  as  soon  as  I  opened  fire  on  the  battery, 
and  came  up  within  fifty  yards  of  my  vessel,  and  moored  broadside  on ;  and,  at 
6  p.  m.  commenced  firing  with  her  20-pounder  Parrott  and  32-poundor ;  firing 
two  shots  from  the  former,  and  three  from  the  latter ;  all,  apparently,  falling  short 
of  the  battery.  The  enemy  directing  their  fire  entirely  at  my  vessel.  By  this 
time  I  had  obtained  the  exact  range,  the  shell  falling  and  exploding  around  the 
battery  with  great  effect.  At  6.40  p.  m.  we  silenced  the  enemy's  guns.  I  con- 
tinued the  fire  from  the  mortar  till  7  p.  m.,  and,  finding  that  the  enemy  did  not 
reply,  I  ceased  firing.  On  the  morning  of  September  2»5  I  early  discovered  that 
the  battery  was  evacuated.  I  immediately  reported  the  fact  to  Captain  Crocker, 
who  at  once  proceeded  to  the  fort  and  raised  the  stars  and  stripes.  I  forgot  to 
mention  that,  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  Captain  Crocker  fitted  out  three  boats 
armed  with  howitzers,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  a  steamboat  lying  above 
the  fort.  But,  being  delayed  in  trying  to  make  their  way  through  the  reefs, 
they  had  to  return  without  accomplishing  their  object.  My  next  step  was  to 
visit  the  battery,  whose  armament  I  found  to  consist  of  two  42-pounders,  and 
two  24-pounders.  The  guns  were  all  spiked,  with  the  exception  of  one  24- 
pounder.  Their  shot  and  shell  they  had  thrown  into  the  river,  many  lying  at  the 
water's  edge.  One  thousand  pounds  of  powder  in  cartridges  were  found  in  the 
barracks,  which  I  took  possession  of.  On  the  following  day  I  visited  the  town 
of  Sabine,  and  found  about  forty  of  the  inhabitants  remaining,  the  rest  having  fled 
to  the  country  by  the  way  of  the  cars  and  two  steamboats.  On  the  morning  after 
the  bombardment  I  was  informed  that  the  yellow  fever  was  in  the  town,  and  that 
it  had  been  very  severe,  resulting  in  the  death  of  one-half  of  the  population. 
My  being  well  acquainted  with  the  remaining  citizens,  they  conversed  freely 
with  me.  The  fort  was  garrisoned  by  70  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Keith,  a  resident  of  Sabine.  There  had  been,  previous  to  the  bombai'dment, 
300  infantry  and  100  cavalry  at  this  point;  but  on  account  of  the  severity  of 
the  yellow  fever,  they  had  been  removed  to  Beaumont,  35  miles  from  this  place. 
I  also  ascertain(?d  that  the  fort  had  been  re-enforced  on  the  night  of  the  evacua- 
tion by  120  troops  under  command  of  Colonel  Spaights ;  but,  being  informed  by 
Captain  Keith  that  it  was  impossible  to  withstand  the  bombardment,  they  re- 
turned on  the  cars  the  following  morning.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  I  picked 
up  a  boat  with  three  men  in  it,  from  whom  I  learned  that  the  enemy  expected  a 
re-enforcement  of  3,000  infantry  and  cavalry  ;  and,  knowing  that  their  transpor- 
tation would  be  cut  off  by  the  destruction  of  a  railroad  bridge,  12  miles  from 
this  point,  crossing  Bayou  Taylor,  which  empties  into  Lake  Sabine,  I  determined, 
if  possible,  to  destroy  the  bridge.  On  the  27th  I  proposed  to  Oantain  Hooper 
that  I  would  take  command  of  an  expedition  that  night  if  he  would  give  me  the 
aid  of  one  of  his  boats ;  to  which  he  consented.  I  at  once  provided  the  boats 
with  every  thing  required  for  the  occasion.  At  9  p.  m.  I  left  the  vessel  with 
the  following  boats:  first  cutter  with  a  crew  of  17  men;  second  cutter,  8  men, 
in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  N.  Predmore ;  and  the  second  cutter  of  the  Rachel 
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Seaman,  with  a  crew  of  8  men,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  John  Somers.  With 
mnffled  oars  I  quietly  passed  the  town.  At  11  p.  m.  wc  passed  a  battery  of  2 
guns,  located  at  a  bridge  crossing  Mud  bayou.  There  not  being  water  enough 
to  enter  this  bayou,  we  continued  on  our  course  across  the  lake,  arriving  at 
Taylor's  bayou  at  1  a.  m.  We  carefully  entered  the  bayou  and  landed  at  the 
bridge.  I  immediately  directed  Mr.  Predmore,  with  15  men,  to  enrroand  a 
house  near  by,  and  Mr.  Somers  to  board  two  small  vessels  lying  a  short  distance 
up  the  bayou,  while  I  applied  the  torch  to  the  bridge.  Mr.  Predmore  succeeded 
in  capturing  three  prisoners  and  the  rebel  mail  for  this  town  containing  Galve^ 
ton  and  Houston  papers  of  the  24th  instant;  also  a  number  of  letters-— all  of 
which  I  forwarded  to  you.  The  vessels  proved  to  be  worthless.  After  seeing 
the  bridge  destroyed  we  returned  to  our  vessel,  arriving  there  at  6  a.  m.  The 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  while  on  this  expedition,  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  W.  PENNINGTON, 

Acting  Master  Commanding. 
Commander  Wm.  B.  Renshaw, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla, 


United  States  Steamer  Westfibld, 

Of  Galveston,  Texas,  October  S,  1862. 

Admiral  :  I  had  intended  sending  the  Harriet  Lane  with  the  news  of  the 
capture  of  Sabine  Pass  and  this  city  on  the  5th  instant,  but  the  wind 'setting  in 
strong  from  the  southward  and  eastward  threw  such  a  swell  in  upon  the  bar 
that,  for  the  past  three  days,  she  has  been  detained.  This  delay  has  determined 
me  to  await  the  termination  of  the  truce,  and  until  I  get  possession  of  the  city, 
which  will  be  on  Thursday  morning — ^unattended,  I  hope,  by  any  of  the  disa- 
greeable contingencies  that  have  so  much  embarrassed  me ;  a  brief  acGonnt  of 
which  I  will  endeavor  to  give,  trusting  to  Captain  Guest,  whom  I  will  send  in 
the  Owasco  with  my  despatches,  to  enlighten  you  upon  any  points  that  may  seem 
obscure. 

At  six  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  Harriet  Lane  was  sent  over  the  bar 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  communicate  with  the  military  authorities  and  demand 
the  surrender  of  the  forts,  giving  them  an  hour  to  decide.  After  standing  in 
some  distance,  a  shot  was  fired  to  bring  her  to,  and  she  immediately  anchored 
to  wait  for  a  boat  from  the  shore,  which  being  a  long  time  in  making  its  ap- 
pearance. Captain  Wainwright  despatched  his  executive  officer  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  delay,  and  explain  the  object  of  his  visit  After  some  trouble,  he 
was  permitted  to  land  and  inform  the  commanding  officer.  Colonel  Cook,  that 
Captain  Wainwright  had  a  message  to  deliver  to  the  authorities  from  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  naval  force  in  the  offing.  Colonel  Cook  promised  to  send 
a  proper  officer  to  receive  it,  and  the  interview  ended. 

Captain  Wainwright  waited,  in  his  opinion,  sufficiently  long  for  this  officer  to 
arrive,  and  seeing  nothing  but  a  sail-boat  coming  very  leisurely,  without  a  con- 
federate but  with  a  white  flag  flying,  conceived  that  if  the  boat  in  sight  did 
contain  the  messenger,  he  was  not  progressing  with  the  rapidity  the  g^vity  of 
the  occaHion  recjuired,  and  determined  not  to  remain  any  longer  for  him,  but  to 
get  under  way  and  proceed  outside  the  bar.  After  anchoring,  he  reported  to  me 
that  he  thought  the  rebel  authorities  were  unnecessarily  long  in  getting  off  their 
boat,  and  that  their  management  of  her  indicatt^d  a  desire  to  procrastinate. 

I  regretted  Captain  Wainwright's  having  sent  a  boat  from  his  ship,  and  also, 
as  he  had  sent  one,  that  he  did  not  await  the  arrival  of  the  officer  coming  to 
receive  his  message.     However,  as  the  boat  with  the  white  flag  flying  was  still 
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beating  out,  and  wighing,  if  possible,  to  make  the  attack  that  day,  to  save  time 
I  got  under  way  with  the  whole  force  with  a  view  of  meeting  the  boat.  Her 
progi'ess,  however,  was  so  slow  that  the  desire  was  frustrated  by  the  fort's  open- 
ing fire  before  she  reached  us,  which,  of  course,  was  returned,  and  so  vigorously 
that  but  a  few  moments  elapsed  before  the  whole  garrison  had  deserted  their 
guns,  and  ran  as  if  seized  with  a  panic.  The  boat  had  by  this  time  put  back, 
with  her  flag  hUI  flyings  which,  as  it  had  been  despatched  by  our  invitation,  I 
thought  we  should  still  receive,  and  with  that  view  I  made  the  signal  <*  cease 
firing,"  although,  had  it  been  continued,  doubtless  many  of  the  retreating  enemy 
might  have  been  killed. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  their  persistently  keeping  the  white  flag  flying  from  this 
boat  (but  about  half  a  mile  ahead  of  me)  embarrassed  me ;  and  this  was  increased 
upon  our  coming  within  easy  range  (of  our  guns)  of  the  city.  I  was  met  by 
some  half  dozen  discharges  from  two  short  24-pounders  (which  could  not  reach 
us  within  fifty  yards)  immediately  in  its  front.  Here  was  a  dilemma.  A  white 
flag,  sent  by  my  own  request,  was  within  half  a  mile  of  me ;  to  have  silenced 
this  insignificant  battery  would  have  necessitated  firing  through  the  most  thickly 
populated  part  of  the  town,  where  all  the  consular  flags  were  flying,  and  with 
the  almost  certainty  of  killing  some  woman,  child,  or  alien,  which  catastrophe 
all  these  consuls  would  make  a  handle  of  to  try  and  impress  their  governments 
with  the  idea  that  we  were  carrying  on  this  war  like  barbarians,  and  possibly 
cause  some  embarrassment  to  our  government.  True,  it  may  be  said,  in  a 
strictly  military  point  of  view,  their  having  first  fired  upon  me  from  the  tovm 
gave  an  undoubted  right  to  return  that  fire,  (and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  I  dis- 
appointed the  rebels  very  much  by  not  having  done  so,  their  object  being  to 
provoke  such  a  result;)  but,  on  the  other  hand,  let  it  be  taken  into  consideration 
the  many  motives  that  governed  me  in  taking  the  course  I  did,  not  the  least  of 
which  was  that  no  advantage  would  be  gained  by  destroying  the  city  at  that 
time,  when  I  knew  that,  should  negotiations  for  its  safety  fail,  I  would  be  in  no 
worse  position  than  I  then  occupied,  while,  by  granting  a  truce  of  four  days,  I 
would  deprive  the  foreign  consuls  of  all  ^use  of  complaint  and  stop  the  mouths 
of  humanitarians. 

With  these  views  of  the  case,  which  had  to  be  promptly  taken,  I  hoisted  a 
flag  of  truce  and  anchored.  Their  boat  turned  round  on  perceiving  it,  and  came 
alongside,  containing  a  major  and  captain  of  the  confederate  army,  who  informed 
me  that  they  had  been  sent  by  Colonel  Cook,  the  commanding  officer  on  shore, 
in  compliance  with  my  request,  to  receive  any  message  I  might  have  to  deliver. 
I  told  them  I  demanded  tne  unconditional  surrender  of  the  city,  hoping,  by  so 
doing,  the  military  would  quickly  evacuate  and  leave  the  civil  authorities  to 
settle  the  terms,  tne  possibility  of  their  making  any  defence  seeming  to  me  so 
ridiculous  that  it  did  not  enter  into  my  calculation  to  take  a  different  view  of 
the  matter.  ITie  result  proved  that  my  reasoning  was  erroneous,  for,  in  a  short 
time,  three  officers  returned  with  a  message  from  Colonel  Cook,  positively  refu- 
sing to  accede  to  my  terms,  adding  that  upon  me  rested  the  responsibility  of 
destroying  the  town  and  endangering  the  lives  of  women,  children,  and  aliens. 
I  at  once  saw  that  my  first  impressions  of  their  wish  to  provoke  an  assault  to 
embroil  us  with  the  foreign  consuls  were  correct ;  still,  for  a  time,  I  was  dis- 
posed to  take  the  consequences  and  make  the  attack  immediately.  Captain 
Gu€\st,  who,  as  well  as  Captains  Wainwright  and  Law,  was  with  me,  made  some 
petulant  remarks  to  the  same  effect,  at  the  same  time  getting  up,  proposed  to 
get  under  way  and  tow  the  mortar  schooner  into  position,  to  which  I  assented. 
Here  let  me  state  that,  in  my  first  interview  with  these  gentlemen  after  I  had 
made  known  my  terms,  they  informed  me  that  the  yellow  fever  prevailed  on 
shore,  which  information  strongly  influenced  my  desire  to  moderate  my  first 
demands,  that  I  mieht  have  the  option,  at  the  end  of  a  truce,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  city,  or  the  reverse,  shoold  the  report  of  fever  existing  be  confirmed. 
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After  further  conversation,  on  my  part  endeavoring  to  prove  that  the  ohus  of 
firing  into  the  city  would  rest  with  them  and  not  with  me,  and  they  nsiog  argu- 
ments to  confute  my  position,  the  major  remarked  that  if  I  would  saspend  hos- 
tilities until  he  could  again  see  his  commanding  officer,  that  he  (the  major)  would 
take  it  upon  himself  to  do  so  on  their  part ;  at  the  same  time  requesting  to  know 
how  long  a  time  I  would  give  them  to  get  the  women,  children,  and  aliens  out 
of  the  place.  I  replied  by  telling  him  that,  before  I  could  think  of  specifying 
any  time  for  a  truce  existing,  there  must  be  an  explicit  underetandiug  that 
they  were  not  to  increase  the  defences  of  the  city,  and  that  everything  was  to 
remain  as  it  was  at  that  time.  He  replied,  "  Certainly,  that  was  nothing  more 
than  I  had  a  right  to  demand,*'  and  again  asked  how  many  days  I  would  give 
them.  Several  periods  of  time  were  proposed  and  discussed,  until  we  fixed  upon 
four  days  as  the  time  the  truce  should  continue — the  same  that  Captain  Eagle 
had  granted  them  on  the  occasion  of  his  threatened  bombardment.  \Vith  these 
preliminaries  he  departed,  and  shortly  returned  with  the  unqualified  approval  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  what  had  been  proposed,  with  the  addition  that  I 
was  not  to  move  my  troops  further  towards  the  city,  and  he  was  not  to  allow 
his  troops  to  come  below  it. 

And  now,  sir,  I  must  relate  the  circumstances  which  led  to  a  controversy 
ending  in  my  allowing  them  to  retain  and  carry  off  Jour  guns  that  we  were 
entitled  to,  and  might  possibly  have  been  saved  had  we  written  out  our  agree- 
ment, an  omission  caused  by  my  strong  desire  to  do  nothing  that  could  lead  to  a 
correspondence,  deeming  the  presence  of  the  commanders  of  the  steamers  a  suffi- 
cient guard  against  misunderstandings.  Let  me  give  you  the  particulars,  as  fiur 
as  I  can,  of  this  transaction.  My  understanding  of  our  terms,  in  which  Com- 
manders Guest  and  Wainwright  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Law  agree  with 
me,  was,  that  everything  should  remain  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  agreement. 
Theirs,  it  appairs,  was,  that  they  were  not  to  increase  their  defences,  and  that 
demolishing  them  would  rather  be  gratifying  to  us  than  otherwise.  I  can  now 
see  that  sufficient  stress  was  not  laid  upon  this  important  point,  which  they  cun- 
ningly took  advantage  of,  and  gained  tSeir  point.  The  first  intimation  we  had  of 
their  differing  from  us  in  the  sense  of  our  terms  of  agreement  was  through  a  de- 
serter, who  informed  us  that  the  guns  of  the  south  battery  were  being  removed  by 
night.  My  first  impulse  was  to  send  a  Hag  of  truce  on  shore,  informing  them 
that  I  was  aware  of  their  breach  of  faith,  and  that  hostilities  would  inunediately 
commence ;  but  upon  coolly  reflecting  over  the  matter,  I  decided  I  would  lei 
them  so  Jar  break  their  faith,  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  alternatives  of  a  long 
consular  controversy,  and,  as  I  then  thought,  the  great  danger  of  contagion  from 
yellow  fever ;  deeming  the  loss  of  two  old-fashioned  twenty-four  pounders,  one 
eighty -pounder  rifle,  and  another  gun,  as  but  secondary  in  comparison  to  the 
possibility  of  getting  that  fatal  disease  on  board  of  us,  and  the  liability  of  killine 
many  innocent  people.  In  addition,  I  had  strong  doubts,  even  had  hostil- 
ities recommenced,  whether  we  could  have  prevented  them  from  taking  die 
guns  off  at  night,  for  most  unquestionably  we  have  not  a  sufficient  force  to  land 
and  contend  against  the  number  of  men  that  could  be  brought  against  us,  and 
night,  1  am  of  the  opinion,  would  have  shielded  them  from  the  fire  of  our  guna. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  case  I  intended  acting,  but  finally  yielded  to  the 
wishes  of  Commanders  Guest  and  Wainwright  and  Licmtenant  Commander 
Law,  and  sent  Commander  Guest  and  Lieutenant  Ominiandcr  Law  on  shore  to 
charge  them  with  a  breach  of  faith  and  demand  the  return  of  the  guns,  or  an 
imm(?diate  renewal  of  hostilities.  These  gentlemen  were  very  courteously 
received  by  Colonel  Cook  and  his  officers ;  their  understanding  of  the  agree- 
ment jiropounded,  and  their  regret*  of  a  misundersUinding  having  occurred 
expressed ;  at  the  same  time  declaring  that  the  breach  of  faith  would  be  on 
our  side,  and  that  many  women,  children,  and  aliens,  who  intended  moving, 
but  had  not  been  able  up  to  that  time  to  obtain  transportation,  would  be  the 
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sufferers.  After  discussing  the  case  in  all  points,  Captain  Guest  came  to  the- 
conclusion  that,  as  the  agreement  was  not  in'  writing,  and  our  verbal  under- 
standing was  not  sufficiently  explicit  on  the  point  at  issue  to  prevent  their 
taking  advantage  of  it,  it  was  better  to  allow  the  truce  to  continue  and  let 
them  take  the  guns  than  that  we  should  be  accused  of  a  breach  of  faith.  I 
entirely  approved  of  his  course,  and  so  the  matter  stands  at  present. 

I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  notice  an  important  feature  in  our  negotiatioss, . 
which  was  a  visit  from  the  English  consul,  oa  Sunday,  in  full  consular  costume, . 
nommally  to  be  considered  an  official  call,  but  actually,  I  am  disposed  to  think,.. 
more  to  find  out  my  views  in  relation  to  pending  matters  than  any  particulai^* 
respect  for  our  flag ;  for,  although  unexceptionably  courteous,  it  was  evident . 
all  his  sympathies  were  with  the  rebels,  having  lived  twenty  years  among  them:. 
In  the  course  of  a  conversation  he  stated,  with  apparent  frankness,  his  apprecia- 
tion of  the  liberal  time  I  had  granted  for  the  removal  of  aliens,  but  must,  ^m 
the  paucity  of  transportation,  beg  me  to  grant  an  extension  of  the  time.     I 
politely  but  firmly  declined  to  accede  to  this  request,  which  led  him  to  express 
the  belief  that  the  rebels  would  destroy  the  town  sooner  than  mrrendtr;  per- 
tinently asking  me,  at  the  same  time,  what  I  required  of  the  military?     I 
reflected  a  moment,  and  saw  that  the  tender  point  was  in  surrendering;  and, 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  after  knocking  their  town  down  I  would  be  no 
nearer  making  them  surrender  than  I  was  at  that  moment,  I  replied  that  I 
would  require  them  to  evacuate  the  city  and  not  to  molest  our  flag,  which  I 
intended  to  hoist  over  the  custom-house,  and  that,  until  I  heard  fi*om  you,  I  had 
no  intention  of  interfering  with  the  civil  authorities.     He  took  his  leave  with 
assurances  of  his  using  his  utmost  efforts  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  city,, 
either  by  us  or  the  confederates — an  event  that  I  was  equally  earnest  in  assur- 
ing him  I  would  deeply  deplore  on  account  of  the  unoffending  poor. 

From  deserters  and  others  flying  from  the  terrors  of  the  conscription,  (which 
they  are  rigidly  enforcing  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,)  I  am  of  opinion  that  wo 
have,  at  \n»Xt  captured  a  place  of  strong  Union  proclivities,  among  the  lower 
and  middle  classes.  Their  representations  of  the  reign  of  terror  that  has  pre- 
vailed during  months  past  would,  I  should  think,  taint  the  loyalty  of  the  most 
rabid  of  the  rebel  citizens.  They  have  scarcely  been  allowed  a  cicil  right,  the 
military  demanding  and  taking  what  they  pleased.  One  of  these  refugees,  a 
man  in  the  middle  ranks  of  society,  converses  with  intelligence  and  imparts 
valuable  information.  From  him  I  learn  of  the  Union  feeling  of  his  class  and. 
the  lower  grades  of  the  population,  (which,  so  far  as  the  latter  is  conceited,  has 
been  amply  verified  by  the  embittered  expressions  of  all  that  have  come  on 
board;)  most  of  whom,  that  have  not  been  previously  drafted,  are  now  hiding 
in  every  conceivable  way  to  avoid  the  gang  that  is  dri\'ing  every  man  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  over  to  Virginia  Point,  to  join  their  army.  From  • 
the  wime  person  I  learn  that  the  endeavors  of  the  military  to  form  something 
like  a  civil  government  previous  to  their  Xnfivm^  failed,  all  their  old  magistrates- 
having  refused  to  serve,  i  He  also  states  that  the  threats  of  destroying  the  town 
will  not  be  executed,  the  foreign  influence  alone  preventing;  all  the  other, 
wealthy  and  influential  citizens  having  long  since  fled  to  the  interior. 

Thirt  exodus  from  the  city  is  becoming  a  matter  for  serious  consideration  with 
me.  Alreiidy  we  have  from  sixteen  to  twenty  who  have  escaped  from  the  city 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  and  it  would  be  inhuman  not  to  receive  them.  ()ther» 
may  still  come,  and,  with  our  limited  supply  of  provisions,  it  is  a  perplexing 
matter,  and  would  seem  a  very  strong  reason  for  our  military  forces  hastening 
their  taking  possession  of  the  city,  that  they  might  again  return  to  and  be  protected 
in  their  homes.  Of  coarse,  the  military  authorities  will  be  the  best  judges  of 
the  numlMT  of  men  they  will  require  to  hold  Galveston  island;  still,  the  little 
light  I  can  throw  upon  the  subject  may  be  useful.     The  charts  will  give  the 
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position  of  the  city  upon  the  island,  and,  I  think,  of  the  railroad  bridge,  which 
is  about  five  miles  from  the  northwest  end  of  the  city.  The  bridge  is  aboat 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  terminating  at  Virginia  Point,  where  the  rebels 
have  their  large  battery,  mounting  from  twelve  to  twenty  guns,  and  an  army 
variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  5,000  men.  I  am  disposed  to  think  the 
latter  number  is  not  far  from  the  mark,  as  they  arc  under  the  impression  that  a 
large  force  of  ours  is  on  the  way  to  invade  Texas,  and  that  they  are  concen- 
trating troops  at  that  point  to  meet  them.  The  name  of  the  comnianding 
general  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  as  he  has  lately  come  from  Houston. 
<One  of  the  brigadiers  is  General  Debree. 

This  fort  on  Virginia  Point,  I  think,  can  be  reached  by  our  light  mortar  ves- 
sels and  the  heavy  rifled  guns  of  the  Jackson  and  Westfield,  after  lightening  the 
vessels  as  much  as  possible  ;  and  should  that  plan  of  taking  the  fort  be  adopted, 
a  100-pounder  rifle  should  be  sentfor  the  Gliiton.  Independent  of  the  fact  of 
the  mortars  and  light  steamers  being  the  only  naval  force  that  can  act  asainst 
this  battery,  they  can  be  most  usefully  employed  on  the  blockade ;  and  would 
you  have  determined  not  to  let  us  go  home,  I  think  we  can  perform  good  service. 
At  all  events,  I  hope  the  troops  wUl  be  speedily  sent,  for  1  am  most  anxious  to 
get  away  and  try  and  break  up  the  traffic  of  these  inland  seas. 

Would  it  not  be  possible,  however,  to  send  a  sufficiently  large  militarv  force 
to  occupy  Galveston  island  at  present  ?  Two  or  three  hundred  men,  with  some 
half  dozen  pieces  of  artillery,  could  easily  defend  themselves  on  Fort  Point  or 
Pelican  island,  (the  latter  I  would  give  the  preference  to  on  account  of  the  com- 
fortable barracks  upon  it,  the  rebels  having  burnt  those  on  Fort  Point  when  thej 
evacuated,)  with  the  assistance  of  a  gunboat;  and  I  earnestly  hope  they  will  be 
^ent  inmiediately,  for  I  have  no  ambition  to  bo  senior  officer  on  snore  and  afloat 
at  the  same  time.  The  latter  position  I  am  convinced,  from  appearances,  will 
be  enough  to  employ  the  time  and  talents  of  one  man,  and,  as  a  slight  proof  that 
my  impressions  are  correct,  I  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  a  schooner  load  of  floor 
being  sent  here  at  once,  for  the  moment  we  take  possession  of  the  city  all  com- 
munication will  be  cut  off  from  the  main  land,  and  provm<mingj  as  well  as  gov- 
erning, will  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  individual  who  is  honored  with  the  governor- 
ship. And  here,  while  suggesting  the  sending  of  provisions  for  the  shore  people, 
-let  me  inform  you  of  our  own  wants.  The  ferry-boats  canU  carry  but  six  week's 
provisions,  with  which  we  started.  Two  weeks  of  every  part  of  the  ration  have 
already  been  expended,  and  of  bread,  in  -consequence  of  a  large  quantity  having 
proved  bad,  we  nave  but  two  weeks  on  board.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to 
think  of  this,  and  should  you  not  order  our  return  have  our  wants  supplied  1 

Another  reason  for  my  wishing  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  soldiers  is  the 
care  I  am  obliged  to  take  of  Pelican  island,  for  fear  the  rebels  will  some  night 
slip  down  and  bum  the  barracks.  The  marines  of  the  Clifton  and  this  ship  now 
occupy  it,  having  hoisted  our  flag  there  on  Simday.  At  present,  my  opinion  is 
that  1  can  do  nothing  more  to-morrow,  after  taking  possession  of  the  city,  than 
landing  a  party  to  hoist  our  flag  on  the  custom-house,  and  after  allowing  it  to 
fly  for  about  half  an  hour  haul  it  down  and  return  on  board.  I  have,  however 
other  projects  which  time  will  develop.     I  wish  I  could  be  convinced  that  this 

?lace  would  not  be  given  up  by  us,  and  I  am  sure  I  could  at  once  get  up  a 
Inion  guard  that  would  materially  help  to  guard  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  KENSHAW,  Commander. 
Admiral  I).  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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United  States  Steamer  Kensington, 

Sahine  Pass,  October  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  the  date  of  my  last  report  I  was  just  leaving  with  the  launch  and 
howitzer,  twelve  men  and  two  officers,  on  an  expedition  up  the  Calcasieu  river  and 
lake.  I  have  the  honor  now  to  report  that  expedition  successful.  I  was  absent 
four  days,  and  proceeded  eighty  miles  up,  where  I  found  the  steamer  Dan,  of 
which  I  went  in  search,  and  captured  it. 

Returning  with  the  launch  in  tow,  I  stopped  at  the  town  of  Charleston,  on 
Lake  Charles,  and  burned  a  large  schooner  lying  there.  I  then  levied  on  the 
town  a  contribution  of  sweet  potatoes  and  beef,  which  was  ftimished.  By  this 
time  I  had  been  three  days,  nearly,  up  the  river,  and  was  informed  by  Union 
men,  plenty  of  whom  I  found,  that  a  large  party  had  collected  to  attack  us  be- 
low ;  whereupon,  I  seized  upon  ten  or  twelve  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  place,  and 
posting  them  around  the  man  at  the  wheel,  who  was  exposed,  made  the  best  of 
my  way  down  the  river.  I  found  one  other  large  schooner,  which  I  also  burned, 
and  thus  destroyed  all  the  navigation  in  that  place,  besides  teaching  the  people 
a  lesson  they  will  not  soon  forget.  As  soon  as  I  reached  a  place  of  safety  I  re- 
leased the  prisoners.  I  should  have  mentioned  before  that  on  my  way  up  I 
captured  Colonel  Nathaniel  Clifton,  the  commander  of  all  the  rebel  forces  in  that  ^ 
vicinity,  and  now  hold  him  a  prisioner.  I  have  proposed  to  the  rebel  authori- 
ties here  to  exchange  him  for  Lieutenant  Kittrece,  of  our  navy,  but  as  yet 
have  received  no  reply.  On  reaching  the  mouth  of  Calcasieu  river  we  found  it 
too  rough  to  cross  the  bar  with  the  steamer,  and  having  heard  that  the  Rachel 
Seaman  was  in  danger,  I  left  the  prize  steamer  there,  with  the  crew  and  howitzer, 
and  hastened  to  this  port,  where  I  took  in  twenty-five  men  and  a  howitzer  from 
the  Kensington,  and  came  at  once  to  man  the  prize  schooner  Velocity.  The 
Rachel  Seaman  was  safe  and  had  taken  prize  the  schooner  Dart,  by  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  send  this.  The  Dart  ran  in,  supposing  the  place  still  held  by  the 
rebels. 

Captain  Uooper  reports  that  while  the  mortar  vessel  Henry  Janes  was  here 
he  tried  to  move  the  Rachel  Seaman  further  up,  but  grounded ;  that  while  he  lay 
aground  the  steamer  Clifton  came  in  to  tow  out  the  mortar  vessel ;  that  the  Clif- 
ton took  a  hawser  from  the  Rachel  Seaman,  and  in  the  attempt  to  pull  her  afloat 
the  hawser  parted,  when  the  Clifton  immediately  proceeded  to  sea  with  the 
Henry  Janes,  thus  leaving  the  Rachel  Seaman  alone  and  aground.  I  found 
here  two  families  of  L^nion  people,  who  claimed  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  and  were  put  on  board  the  Velocity  by  Captain  Hooper,  in  my  absence ; 
I  have  sent  them  forward  by  the  Dart  for  your  disposal.  I  beg  leave  to  men- 
tion that  the  yellow  fever  has  entirely  ceased  here,  but  quarantine  precautions 
may  be  necessary.  Messrs.  Kirkpatrick  and  Davis,  whose  families  I  thus  send 
forward  in  the  Dart,  are  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  a  great  deal 
of  exceedingly  valuable  information,  and  for  faithful  services  as  pilots ;  I  recom- 
mend them  warmly  to  your  protection.  I  beg  that  the  Dart,  like  the  Adven- 
turer, may  be  allowed  to  remain  at  Pensacola  for  the  present,  or  till  my  arrival. 

The  importance  of  Sabine  Pass  to  the  rebels  appears  to  have  been  entirely 
underrated  by  us  ;  the  quantity  of  goods,  of  all  kinas,  and  munitions  of  war  that 
have  been  run  in  here  has  been  enormous,  and  large  quantities  of  cotton  have  been 
exported.  There  are  now  lying  above  at  least  eight  steamers  and  six  schooners, 
large  (quantities  of  cotton,  and  quite  a  force  of  troops ;  these  last  have  been 
considtTJng  strongly  the  propriety  of  manning  their  stamers  and  making  an  at- 
tack on  us.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  at  the  earnest  request  of  Captain 
Hooper,  1  have  concluded  to  put  my  30-pound  Parrot t  on  the  Dan,  the  howitzer 
on  the  Velocity,  and,  with  a  strong  party  from  the  Kensington,  remain  here  my- 
self and  defend  the  place,  while  I  send  the  Kensington  down  the  coast  under 
the  command  of  my  executive  officer,  who  is  careftil  and  competent,  to  obey  your 
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orders  in  reference  to  the  Albatross  and  other  vessels  there ;  and,  trusting  to 
your  approval  of  my  course,  or  at  least  of  my  motives,  to  await  your  farther 
orders  here. 

Leaving  my  party  on  the  Velocity  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  on  the 
9th  I  returned  to  Calcasieu  for  the  prize  Dan,  and  found  they  had  taken  the 
sloop  Eliza,  from  Vermillion  bay,  loaded  with  fifteen  hogsheads  of  sugar.  The 
sugar  was  unloaded  and  the  sloop  destroyed.  On  the  10th  and  11th  it  blew  a 
hard  norther,  but  we  succeeded  in  moving  the  Dan  to  this  place  in  safety,  where 
she  now  lies. 

On  aiTiving  here  I  found  that  Acting  Master  Taylor,  in  the  Velocity,  had 
taken  the  schooner  West  Florida.  She  appears  to  have  sailed  from  New  Or- 
leans under  a  provisional  British  register;  to  have  cleared  for  MatamoraSr 
Mexico ;  to  have  been  taken  and  then  released,  with  a  permit  from  yourself  to 
proceed  to  Matamoras.  She  was  seen  by  my  oflScer,  in  command  of  the  Dan» 
to  pass  Calcasieu  bar,  the  aftei*noon  before  she  was  taken,  very  close  in  shore, 
standing  to  the  westward,  and  to  send  a  man  to  the  masthead.  A  few  hours 
later  she  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Velocity,  coming  from  the 
eastward  in  about  two  fathoms  water.  She  came  on  as  far  as  the  buoy  on  the 
bar  at  this  place,  when  she  steered  square  in  for  the  Pass,  and  was  taken  inside 
the  bar  buoy  in  seven  and  a  lialf  feet  of  water.  The  crew  admit  that  they 
were  bound  here  from  the  first ;  therefore  I  send  her  forward  as  a  good  prize, 
but  subject  to  your  approval. 

Having  sent  away  one  prize  crew  in  the  Adventure,  I  am  now  short  of  men 
and  officers  to  man  the  Velocity  and  steamer  Dan,  so  that  I  am  not  able  to 
fully  man  the  prizes  I  now  send.  I  therefore  retain  nearly  all  the  original 
crews  here,  lest  they  should  retake  their  vessels,  and  shall  send  them  forward 
by  the  Kensington  on  her  return  from  the  Rio  Grande,  for  which  place  she 
leaves  to-day. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER, 

Acting  Matter  Commanding^ 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Umted  States  Bark  Arthur, 

Pensacola,  Florida,  October  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  after  the  receipt  of  your  request  to 
obtain  Judge  Davis's  family,  on  the  12th  of  September  I  proceeded,  with  the 
yacht  Corypheus  and  schooner  Breaker,  to  Corpus  Christi  for  that  purpose. 
Landed  under  flag  of  truce  and  had  an  interview  with  the  connnanding  offioer, 
who  refused  Mrs.  Davis  permission  to  leave  Texas,  but  said  he  would  refer  the 
matter  to  General  Bee,  commanding  this  division  of  Texas.  Got  under  way, 
and  as  the  wind  was  ahead  and  we  could  not  pass  through  the  cut  into  Aransas 
bay,  ])roceeded  to  Flour  Bluff,  where  several  small  vessels  wen^  discovered. 
Was  joined  by  sloop  B(?lle  Italia  at  8  p.  m.  Saturday  morning,  (13th  ultimo,) 
a.s  these  vessels  were  trying  to  escaj)e,  shelled  them,  l)ut  they  ran  into  Laguna 
3[adre,  where  we  could  n(>t  })ursue  them.  Landed  and  reconnoitered  and  took 
three  prisoners  off  to  the  yaclit,  to  detain  them  till  my  reconnoissance  was  com- 
pleted. 

Sunday  morning,  (14th  ultimo,)  as  the  wind  was  still  ahead,  I  remained  to 
make  further  exjuninations.  Saw  two  armed  men  in  a  new  unfinished  building, 
and  threw  a  shell  to  drive  them  off.  Landed  with  my  boat  and  seven  men» 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  more  force  was  present,  and  went  myself  to 
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the  door  of  the  house,  (belonging  to  one  of  the  men  captured,)  when,  suddenly, 
nineteen  men  rushed  out  and  surrounded  me,  and  before  I  could  get  my  revolver 
from  my  belt  was  overpowered.  My  men,  being  separated  from  me  by  this 
force,  dared  not  fire,  as  1  was  in  the  midst  of  the  rebels.  They  were  captured, 
and  we  were  taken  at  once  to  Corpus  Christi,  and  from  thence  sent  to  Ueneral 
Bee,  at  San  Antonio,  for  his  action.  I  was  by  him  paroled — also  the  men — to 
be  sent  north  for  exchanged. 

As  Greneral  Bee  admitted  that  I  had  been  an  honorable,  although  an  active 
enemy,  and  had  respected  private  property,  he  sent  me  back  to  the  Arthur, 
upon  condition  that  myself  and  men  should  go  north  by  first  opportunity.  I 
have  to  report  that  1  have  experienced  kind  and  considerate  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  General  Bee  and  his  officers,  and  my  men  have  also  been  taken  good 
■care  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W..  KITTREDGE, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding,  U.  5.  Navy, 

Senior  Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Commanding  Crocker  of  the  destruction  of  the  rail- 
road bridge  at  Taylor^s  Bayou^  together  with  barracks  and  two  schooners. 

United  States  Steamer  Kensington, 

Pensacola  Bay,  October  24,  1862. 

Sir:  In  continuation  of  my  reports  from  Sabine  Pass,  sent  by  the  prize 
schooners  Adventure  and  West  Florida,  I  have  the  honor  now  to  state  that  on 
the  13th  instant  I  sent  the  Kensington  on  her  way  to  Rio  Grande,  under  com- 
mand of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  there  to  water  the  Albatross,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  and  also  to  water  the  other  vessels  blockading  on  the  Texan  coast. 

The  next  day  I  commenced  to  prepare  an  expedition  to  destroy  the  large 
railroad  bridge  at  Taylor's  bayou.  The  expedition  I  had  before  sent  under 
command  of  Acting  Master  Pennington,  of  the  mortar  schooner  Henry  Janes, 
having  failed,  at  which  the  newspapers  above  exulted,  while  the  enemy's  troops 
immediately  occupied  it,  and  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  were  placed 
there  to  guard  it. 

I  put  the  Rachel  Seaman's  20-pound  Parrott  gun  and  my  heavy  12-pound 
boat  howitzer  on  the  prize  steamer  Dan,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  with 
the  schooner  Velocity  in  tow,  carrying  the  Kensington's  30-pound  Parrott,  I 
£itarted  to  attack  the  enemy. 

In  crossing  the  bar  to  enter  the  lake  the  schooner  grounded,  and  I  left  her, 
pushing  on  with  the  steamer  and  a  crew  of  twenty-five  men  only.  The  enemy 
were  posted  behind  a  high  and  strong  embankment,  and  a  force  of  cavalry  and 
field  artillery  were  drawn  up  in  the  prairie  a  little  back. 

As  soon  as  we  came  within  range  with  the  Parrott  we  opened  on  them  with 
shell  to  draw  their  fire,  if  they  had  any  heavy  artillery;  but  they  did  not  reply, 
and  we  continued  the  fire,  nearing  them  rapidly,  until  our  boat  howitzers,  with 
two-second  shrapnel,  had  them  nicely  in  range,  when  the  steamer  grounded 

A  very  few  rounds  gave  the  exact  elevation,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled 
in  confusion  towards  the  cavalry  and  a  train  of  cars  which  had  in  the  mean 
time  arrived  from  Beaumont  with  reinforcements. 

I  immediately  sent  two  boats'  crews  to  destroy  the  bridge  while  we  shelled 
the  prairie  and  the  cars.  We  hit  the  train,  and  compelled  it  and  the  troops  to 
fall  Dack.  after  some  time  spent  in  repairing  the  cars. 
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The  two  boats'  crews,  under  command  of  Master's  Mate  Janvin,  of  the 
Bachel  Seaman,  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  O'Conner,  of  the  Kensington, 
did  their  work  in  the  most  complete  manner;  tliej  entirely  destroyed  the  bridge, 
thus  preventing  the  transportation  of  heavy  artillery  to  Sabine  Pass,  and  also 
burned  all  the  enemy's  baiTacks,  and  also  the  schooners  Stonewall  and  Lone 
Star.  While  they  were  at  work  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  a  charge  on  them, 
but  the  well-directed  fire  from  the  steamer  repulsed  them,  and  the  wx>rk  was 
done  at  our  leisure.  Ketuming  to  the  schooner,  we  towed  her  afloat,  and  arrived 
back  at  the  pass  the  next  morning.  All  that  day  (the  16th)  we  spent  in  pre- 
paring to  attack  a  cavalry  encampment  situated  about  five  miles  back  from  the 
town  of  Sabine,  the  pickets  from  which  had  been /a  continual  annoyance  to  ns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  iivith  a  party  of  fifty  men  and  a  light  boat 
howitzer,  we  commenced  our  march  for  the  encampment,  driving  in  the  pickets. 
As  we  advanced  they  retreated  before  us,  gradually  increasing  in  numoer  nntil 
we  reached  nearly  to  their  encampment,  where  they  made  a  stand ;  npon  which 
we  started  towards  then!  on  the  double-quick,  until  we  came  'v^dthin  the  range 
with  our  howitzer,  when  we  unlimbered  and  gave  it  to  them.  The  enemy  im- 
mediately broke  and  fled  into  the  chaparral.  We  immediately  bnmed  all  their 
encampment,  consisting  of  fourteen  houses  and  stables,  and  then  marched 
leisurely  back  to  our  schooner. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  steadiness  and  coolness  of  my  officers 
and  men ;  they  appeared  as  if  on  parade. 

I  desire  to  make  especial  mention  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Janvin^  of  the 
Bachel  Seaman,  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  O'Connor,  of  this  ship,  both 
of  whom  I  recommend  strongly  for  promotion  for  their  gallantry,  and  also  for 
their  professional  qualifications  and  cnaracter. 

On  the  18th  the  Kensington  returned,  having  obeyed  your  orders,  down  the 
coast;  and  on  the  19th,  with  a  number  of  refugees  who  had  fled  to  us  for  pro- 
tection, I  started  for  the  Southwest  Pass,  where  I  landed  them  on  the  2lBt»  in 
care  of  Captain  Weeks,  of  the  Pampero.  I  left  the  Bachel  Seaman  at  Sabine 
Pass,  and  also  the  schooner  Velocity,  with  the  Kensington's  Parrott  gim,  and 
the  prize  steamer  Dan,  with  the  heavy  howitzer  and  about  thirty  of  the  Kensing- 
ton's men,  all  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Hammond,  of  the  Kensington, 
who  has  accompanied  me  on  all  my  expeditions,  and  distinguished  himmJf  hj 
his  coolness  and  bravery  on  all  occasions. 

Captain  Hooper  has  rendered  me  the  most  important  and  efficient  aid  on  all 
occasions,  while  all  the  officers  and  men  remaining  on  board  the  Kensington 
have  performed  their  greatly-increased  duties  with  the  utmost  cheerfblneaa,  re- 
gretting only  that  they  also  could  not  have  been  spared  to  keep  us  on  shore. 

On  the  22d  I  supplied  water  to  the  vessels  at  Ship  island ;  on  the  23d  reported 
to  Commodore  Bell,  at  Mobile,  and  arrived  off  this  port  last  night. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER. 

Acting  Master,  Cammamdimg. 

Rear  Admiral  I).  G.  Farragut, 

Cominanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 


Lieutenant  Commander  T,  McKean  Buchanan's  report  of  his  operations  in  tA$ 

waters  of  Louisiana, 

United  bTATKs  Stkamer  Calhoun, 
Off'  Brashear  City,  Atchafalaya  river j  November  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Liike  Pontchartrain  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  25th  of  October,  to  proceed  to  the  Southwest  I'ass,  where  I  was  to 
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be  met  by  the  steamers  Estrella  and  St.  Mary's,  and  to  proceed  from  there  to^ 
this  place,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  Greneral  Weitzel,  who  was  coming  along 
the  railroad ;  and  I  also  hoped  to  catch  some  confederate  gunboats. 

I  had  expected  to  bring  the  steamers  Kinsman  and  Diana  with  me,  but  the 
Kinsman  broke  do\^Ti  at  Fort  Pike,  and  the  Diana  not  having  her  officers  or 
crew,  I  left  without  them. 

I  arrived  at  the  Southwest  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  having  run 
aground  in  coming  through  Pass  a  TOutre,  and  left  in  company  with  the  Es- 
trella, Lieutenant  Commander  Cook,  and  the  United  States  transport  St.  Mary's, 
having  on  board  the  21st  Indiana  regiment,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th. 

We  arrived  in  the  bay  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  immediately  commenced 
staking  out  the  channel,  which  is  very  intricate  and  narrow.  The  rebels  had 
removed  all  the  buoys  and  stakes,  but  we,  by  hard  work,  managed  to  work  our 
way  up  to  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  by  the  evening  of  the  30th.  The- 
Kinsman  arrived  the  same  evening,  and  I  left  the  pilot  busy  all  night  putting: 
down  stakes  to  get  around  the  obstructions,  and  as  there  was  not  water  enoughi 
to  steer  in,  I  hauled  the  Kinsman  alongside  and  put  all  my  guns  and  ammuni> 
tion  on  board  of  her.  The  same  morning  a  rebel  steamer  came  down  to  take  a 
look  at  us,  and  fired  three  guns  at  us,  which  I  returned  with  two  from  my 
30-pounder  Parrott,  when  she  turned  and  ran  back.  The  next  day  I  tried  to 
get  the  Calhoun  over,  but  she  grounded.  I  put  three  of  her  guns  back  and 
started  with  the  Estrella  for  Atchafalaya  river,  but  the  Estrella  also  ran  a^und ; 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  off  until  high  tide,  I  went  with  the  mnsman 
alone  to  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  but  finding  nothing  I  ran  out  into  the  bay  and 
anchored,  and  sent  my  pilot  down  to  the  other  vessels.  He  brought  the  Ee  - 
trella  and  St.  Mary's  up  safely  the  next  morning,  and  Mr.  Jordan,  the  executive 
officer,  succeeded  in  getting  around  the  obstructions  and  about  half  way  up  the 
bay,  where  the  Calhoun  grounded  again.  We  tried  to  get  her  off  in  tne  Kins- 
man, but  not  succeeding,  and,  as  we  had  already  lost  so  much  time,  I  took  part 
of  my  crew  and  two  guns  on  board  and  started  for  this  place,  where  we  arrived 
about  7  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  1st.  Upon  getting  off  the  town  I  saw  a  steamer's 
smoke,  which  I  immediately  made  for,  although  I  could  not  fire  upon  her,  as 
my  Parrott  gun  was  spiked,  how  or  by  whom  I  cannot  discover.  I  ordered  the 
Estrella  to  open  fire,  however,^  and  we,  a  short  time  afterwards  getting  our  gun 
clear,  opened  also.  The  steamer  then  rang  her  bell  very  loudly,  and  we  heard 
persons  singing  out  "don't  fire" — which  has  been  corroborated  oy  persons  from 
shore — when  I  ordered  the  Estrella  to  cease  firing,  and  also  the  Kinsman,  think- 
ing she  had  surrendered,  and  for  the  Estrella  to  run  alongside  of  her  and  board 
her,  she  then  being  about  1,500  yards  distant;  but  Captain  Cook  misunder- 
standing the  order  fell  back,  and  about  the  same  time  the  steamer  fired  again,, 
striking  the  Kinsman  under  the  port  bow.  I  immediately  opened  on  her  again,, 
and  still  going  fall  speed  made  for  her;  but  she  put  up  the  Atchafalaya  river, 
and,  although  we  foUojred  her  for  nearly  an  hour,  she  succeeded  in  escaping 
from  us  by  her  superior  speed.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel  pinboat  Cotton, 
iron-clad,  with,  I  think,  the  guns  casemated,  and  very  fast.  The  same  night  I 
captured  the  rebel  steamboat  A.  B.  Seger.  She  belonged  to  the  confederate 
States  navy,  and  was  used  as  despatch  boat,  and  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
A.  Coons,  C.  S.  N.  The  crew  ran  her  on  shore  and  deserted  her.  She  is  a 
small  side-wheel  boat  of  about  thirty  tons,  and  not  fit  to  go  outside.  I  brought 
up  the  St.  Mary's  the  same  night,  and  anchored  off  Brashear  City.  We  landed 
the  next  morning,  and  found  that  we  had  arrived  too  late  by  forty-eight  hours 
to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing.  ITie  Diana  arrived  the  same  day,  and 
shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Jordan  arrived  with  the  Calhoun.  As  soon  as  I  had 
coaled  I  started  with  all  four  boats  up  the  Atchafalaya  river,  to  go  up  Bayou 
Teche  to  Franklin.  About  five  miles  above  Pattersonville,  and  three  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Teche,  I  found  the  enemy  posted.     They  had  thrown  up  some 
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earthworks  about  two  miles  up,  which  they  deserted  on  our  approach,  and  re- 
treated above  a  bridge  called  the  Coniay  bridge.  I  opened  on  them  with  my 
Parrott  guns,  but  carry  ingaway  the  chock  to  which  the  breaching  was  secured 
I  was  obliged  to  stop  to  repair.  I  sent  Captain  Cook  ahead  with  the  other 
two  boats,  when  he  soon  came  in  range  of  the  Cotton,  which  was  posted 
above  the  bridge,  and,  as  we  soon  found  out,  they  had  also  the  river  ob- 
structed. The  second  or  third  shot  struck  the  Estrella  on  her  port  rail,  killing 
two  soldiers  who  were  working  a  24-pounder  howitzer,  and  wounding  another 
man,  and  also  carrying  away  th(?  Estrella's  wheel  ropes.  The  Estrella  was 
obliged  to  run  on  shore,  to  allow  the  other  boats  to  pass,  the  Teche  being  here 
very  narrow.  The  Diana  and  Kinsman  kept  on,  but  the  Diana  having  her 
Parrott  guns  mounted  on  an  iron  carriage,  got  ic  foul,  and  was  obliged  to  stop. 
The  Kinsman,  however,  kept  on  up  to  the  bridge ;  and  I  would  respectfolly 
bring  to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master  George  Wiggins,  command- 
ing her.  He  put  his  ship  right  up  to  the  battery  on  shore,  which,  I  have  since 
learned,  consisted  of  eleven  field-pieces,  and  within  one  thousand  jaicLs  of  the 
Cotton,  which  was  as  close  as  he  could  get.  He  drove  off  the  field-pieces,  and 
kept  up  fire  with  his  rifled  gun  on  the  Cotton.  He  received  fifty-fotir  shots 
through  his  hull  and  upper  works,  and  had  three  through  his  flag.  He  had  one 
round  shot  through  his  shell-room  and  magazine,  but,  fortunately,  it  did  no 
more  damage  than  to  destroy  eleven  shell-boxes,  and  to  knock  the  sabots  off  of 
the  shell.    He  had  one  man  killled  and  five  wounded,  one  of  which — his  lake 

Eilot — died  next  day  from  the  effects  of  amputation.  I  hurried  up  as  soon  as  I 
eard  the  firing,  and  run  my  stem  up  to  the  bridge,  and  finding  the  Kinsman 
was  leaking  badly,  ordered  Captain  Wiggins  to  back  out  of  range.  By  running 
my  bow  into  the  bank,  I  brought  my  port  broadside  to  bear  on  the  Cotton. 
She  stood  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when  she  backed  up  around  a  turn  in  the 
Teche,  and  soon  got  out  of  our  range.  The  Estrella  and  Diana  also  by  this 
time  were  up,  and  after  shelling  the  woods  we  landed.  I  tried  to  haul  the 
obstructions  away,  and  also  tried  to  force  the  Diana  over,  but  could  not  suc- 
ceed. As  night  was  coming  on  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  lay  in  the  Teche, 
where  the  enemy  could  come  all  around  us  at  night,  and  fire  upon  us  with 
musketry  and  artillery  without  our  being  able  to  see  them,  so  I  returned  to 
Brashear  City  to  repair  damages  and  bury  the  ^ead.  The  Cotton  made  some 
excelhmt  firing.  I  received  eight  shots,  three  of  which  were  in  the  hull  on  the 
port  side,  two  in  my  port  wheel-house,  one  in  my  starboard  wheel-house,  and 
two  in  my  port  round  house.  None  of  them  did  any  material  damage  or  hurt  a 
person  on  board.  The  Estrella  was  touched  three  times,  as  was  also  the  Diana. 
None  of  us  had  our  machinery  touched.  The  obstructions  consist  of  a  steamer 
called  the  Fly  Catcher,  and  a  schooner  loaded  with  bricks,  sunk  across  the 
channel,  and  then  live  oak  thrown  in  all  around.  With  a  land  force  to  protect 
us  on  th(;  banks,  I  could  remove  tb(^  obstructions,  I  think ;  but  as  it  is  now, 
with  th(j  Cotton  firing  upon  us,  and  a  large  force  on  shore^  I  think  it  is  exposing 
my  m(?n  unnecessarily.  The  whole  rebel  force  was  there,  we  learned,  under 
General  Monson,  numbering  from  three  to  four  thousand  men.  We  cut  them 
up  pretty  badly,  and  they  have  since  moved  their  camp  up  to  Ccntrcville, 
which  is  throe  miles  above  the  obstructions,  only  keeping  their  cavalry  and 
artillery  below.  We  were  busy  all  the  next  day  repairing  damages.  The 
morning  of  the  5th  I  start(*d  uj)  again  with  tlui  Estrella,  leaving  the  other  boats 
to  continue  their  repairs.  We  drove  them  oft*  as*  before,  but  I  did  not  escape  as 
luckily — a  shot  from  tin*  Cotton  striking  th(*  port  forward  struck  off  my  Parrott 
gun,  killing  two  men  almost  instantly.  Their  names  are  William  Cameron  and 
William  Hislop.  ]\Iy  oflicers  and  crew  have  all  behaved  excellently.  The 
crews  of  all  the  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  the  Diana's,  (who  are  volunteers 
from  the  frigate  Mississippi,)  and  ten  men  on  board  the  Estrella  from  the  Pen- 
sacola,  have  been  shipped  in  New  Orleans,  and  all  have  behaved  well.     On  the 
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6tli,  Acting  Master  Weeks,  in  command  of  the  Diana,  while  cruising  in  Grand 
lake,  heard  of  some  cotton,  which  he  went  after  and  brought  to  this  place.  It 
was  taken  at  the  request  of  the  agent,  (a  Mr.  Todd,)  who  represents  himself  as 
a  Union  man,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  burning  it.  I  would  respectfully  wish 
to  know  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  it.  There  are  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  bales.  The  owners  are  represented  as  Union  men  also,  and  live  in  Frank- 
lin. The  next  day  I  started  Acting  Master  Wiggins  in  the  Kinsman,  taking 
along  with  him  the  Seger,  to  capture  two  steamers  which  I  had  heard  of.  After 
some  trouble  he  succeeded  in  finding  them  stowed  away  in  a  small  bayou  called 
Bayou  Cheval,  about  nine  miles  from  Grand  lake.  The  steamers  he  found  to 
be  almost  useless,  one  of  them  (the  Osprey)  having  no  wheel,  and  part  of  her 
machinery  gone,  and  the  other  one  (the  J.  P.  Smith)  all  rotten.  He  found  it 
impossible  to  get  them  out,  they  having  been  run  hard  ashore ;  and  upon  con- 
sulting with  my  chief  engineer,  whom  I  had  sent  along,  as  to  the  possiDility  of 
their  being  repaired,  he  concluded  to  bum  them.  He  was  also  induced  to  bum 
them  from  the  fact  that  he  found  a  gang  on  board  making  bowie  knives  and 
moulding  buckshot  and  bullets,  and  also  found  an  order  to  the  captain  to  bum 
them  if  the  Yankees  came  up.  He  took  the  captain  of  the  Smith  and  a  Captain 
Caldwell,  who  commanded  a  company  about  there,  with  his  gang,  prisoners,  all 
of  which  I  have  turned  over  to  Colonel  McMillan. 

The  Cotton  is  in  such  a  position  that  she  cannot  escape.  She  cannot  go 
much  further  up  the  Teche,  and  she  cannot  get  out.  I  keep  boats  running  up 
and  down  there  every  day ;  but  I  have  given  orders  not  to  engage  her  imless 
there  is  some  prospect  of  success,  as  we  are  all  rather  short  of  ammunition,  par- 
ticularly Parrott,  as  we  have  to  use  our  bow  guns  most  all  the  time.  From  the 
best  information  I  have  been  able  to  gain,  we  have,  so  far,  stmck  her  various 
times,  but  our  shot  glance  off  her  iron  casing.  I  saw  this  myself  the  other  day. 
We  have  had  her  on  fire  three  times— once  by  the  Kinsman,  and  twice  by  this 
ship.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  leam,  we  have  killed  four  men  on  board 
and  wounded  several,  and  also  killed  and  wounded  a  number  on  shore  the  first 
day,  and  killed  one  two  days  afterwards.  I  intend  to  try  her  again  by  sending 
the  two  light  draught  vessels  around  into  Grand  lake  to  get  in  her  rear,  while  I 
go  up  and  engage  her  in  front.  I  think  they  can  get  within  a  mile  of  her,  but 
they  will  have  to  fire  over  woods.  We  received  a  small  supply  of  ammunition 
to-day,  but  not  enough,  as  the  rebels  are  beginning  to  be  troublesome  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  and  the  Teche.  There  was  a  large  lot  sent  out,  but  through 
some  carelessness  the  train  was  blown  up. 

The  rebels,  on  leaving  this  place,  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  sugar  and  burnt 
up  over  one  hundred  cars. 

The  planters  here  have  almost  all  deserted  their  plantations  and  taken  their 
negroes  with  them. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  also  had  a  man — Frank  Bein,  ordinary  seaman — 
killed  on  the  5th,  by.  the  premature  explosion  of  a  Dahlgren  shell  from  a 
2 4 -pounder  howitzer,  on  board  of  the  Estrella.  The  Estrella  was  a  little  astem 
of  me,  and  the  Teche  being  very  narrow,  she  was  obliged  to  fire  very  near  over 
my  quarter-deck.  A  piece  of  shell  stmck  him  in  the  back  and  killed  him  nearly 
instantly.  As  the  channel  is  very  narrow  and  intricate  in  coming  through  the 
bay,  I  would  respectfully  request  to  know  if  I  could  have  authority  to  have  it 
staked  out  and  the  buoys  placed,  most  of  which  are  here.  The  pilots  are  the 
only  persons  I  would  have  to  employ.  Vessel*  of  seven  feet  draught  could  then 
enter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THS.  McKEAN  BUCHANAN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy, 

Rear  Admiral  David  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Ctulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  New  Orleans. 
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WESTERN  FLOTILLA. 

Flag' Officer  Footers  report  of  a  reconnoissance  down  the  Musiuippi  river. 

Cairo,  lUinoisy  January  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  telegraphed  the  department  already  that  to-day  I  have  made  a 
reconnoissance  down  tlie  river,  within  the  range  of  the  batteries  of  Columbne, 
taking  with  me  the  Essex,  Captain  Porter,  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Comioand- 
ing  Shirk,  and  the  Taylor,  Captain  Walke.  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  engineer 
corps,  also  accompanied  us,  while  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  on  the  Missouri  side, 
proceeded  at  the  same  time  toward  Belmont. 

I  ran  down  within  range  of  the  rebel  batteries,  but  the  enemy  did  not  open 
fire.  My  object  was  fully  attained  in  seeing  the  river  down  to  the  point  we 
[reached]  clear  of  sub-marine  batteries  and  other  obstacles.  1  did  not  consider 
it  policy  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries,  as  we  had  not  the  force  to  attempt  to 
carry  them,  which  would  have  induced  the  rebels  to  claim  a  victory  if  we  had 
retired  after  first  opening,  upon  them.  One  of  theu*  gunboats,  which  we  had 
driven  down  the  river,  followed  us  up  on  our  return.  1  fired  at  her  and  then 
gave  chase,  compelluig  her  to  return  to  Columbus,  after  an  exchange  of  two  or 
three  shots,  one  of  which  was  fired  from  the  Columbus  batteries  wnen  we  were 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  yards  further  off  than  we  were  when  first  running 
down  to  examine  the  river. 

The  object  of  the  reconnoissance  was  satisfactorily  accomplished  in  all  reapects, 
showing  that  the  rumors  of  obstacles  being  in  the  river  and  dangerous  torpedoes, 
are  unfounded,  at  least,  until  within  range  of  the  rebel  batteries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE.  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag'  Officer  Footers  report  of  condition  of  gunboaiSt  enclosing  tdegram  of  the  1  ItiL 

Cairo,  IU.,  Jannary  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the  department  yesterday,  a  copy  of  whieh  is 
enclosed.  I  had  given  Commander  Porter  instructions  to  keep  near  and  protect 
the  advanced  brigade  of  General  McClemand,  and  there  remain  until  I  shonld 
join  him  with  the  Taylor  to-day,  or  to-morrow.  But  early  yesterday  morning, 
the  rebel  gunboats  coming  up  from  Columbus  and  opening  upon  our  boats* 
brought  on  the  little  engagement  which  resulted  in  the  rebel  boats  rapidly 
retreating  under  their  batteries  at  Columbus. 

As  we  are  getting  stores,  &c.,  aboard  the  remaining  gunboats,  preparatory  to 
putting  them  in  commission,  I  necessarily  spend  all  my  time  in  looking  after 
these  boats,  which  is  not  required  in  looking  after  our  interests  down  the  river. 
We  are  now  in  immediate  want  of  a  thousand  men  for  the  gunboats.  In  the 
meantime,  I  am  getting  the  boats  into  the  middle  of  the  river  and  putting  their 
ordnance  and  other  equipments  and  stores  on  board,  and  by  the  20th  instant 
expect  to  have  all  the  gunboats  in  commission,  although  with  but  one-third  of  a 
crew  to  each  boat.  I  trust  that  this  deficiency  will  be  supplied  by  men  from 
the  east,  before  the  20th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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[TelegraiD.] 

United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 
Mississippi,  below  Cairo,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Yesterday,  as  reported  to  the  department,  I  sent  Captain  Porter,  with 
the  Essex,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  with  the  St.  Louis,  down  the 
river  to  protect  the  advance  brigade  under  General  McClemand,  and  also  have 
sent  two  other  gunboats  up  the  Tennessee  river.     This  morning  three  rebel 

C boats  came  up  from  Columbus,  and  opened  the  attack  on  the  Essex  and  St. 
lis  at  long  range,  and  for  twenty  minutes  the  fire  was  very  brisk  between  the 
^ve  boats  engaged,  when  the  rebel  boats  retreated,  but  a  running  fire  was  con- 
tinued for  an  hour  until  the  rebel  boats  were  driven  behind  their  batteries  at 
Colimibus.     Captain  Porter  believes  that  one  of  the  rebel  boats  was  disabled. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  Jrom  Flag-Ojficer  Foote,  enclosing  report  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

of  the  gunboat  Essex. 

Cairo,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forward  a  report  from  Commander  Porter.     The  rebel  gunboat  ehellB 
all  fell  short  of  our  boats,  while  our  shells  reached  and  ranged  beyond  their 
boats — showing  the  greater  range  of  our  guns,  but  the  escape  of  the  rebels 
showed  the  greater  speed  of  their  boats. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Gunboat  Essex, 
Fort  J^erson,  Jamuary  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  G^eral  McClemand  sent  on  board  this 
vessel  and  infonned  me  that  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the  river  from  Columbus 
with  several  vessels,  towing  ap  a  battery.  I  immeduttely  signalled  Lieutenant 
Conomanding  Paulding,  of  the  St.  Louis,  to  get  under  way  and  prepare  for  ac- 
tion. A  very  thick  fog  coming  on,  we  were  compelled  to  steam  slowly  down 
the  river,  but  about  10  o'clock,  or  a  little  after,  it  rose,  and  showed  us  a  large 
steamer  at  the  head  of  Lucas's  bend.  We  heard  her  whistle  the  moment  we 
were  seen  by  them.  Shortly  after  whistling  she  was  joined  by  another  large 
and  a  small  steamer.  We  pursued  our  course  steadily  down  the  river,  and  when 
within  long  range  the  laree  steamer  fired  a  heavy  shell  gun,  which  struck  the 
sand  bar  between  us,  and  ricocheted  within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  this 
vessel  and  burst.  We  at  this  time  did  not  retUm  the  fire,  but  continued  our 
course  down  in  order  to  near  the  vessel.  By  this  time  the  large  steamer  was 
joined  by  her  consorts,  and  they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us.  I  now  hailed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  and  directed  him  to  try  one  of  his  rifle 
cannon.  He  instantly  m*cd,  and  sent  his  shot  completely  over  the  enemy.  I 
then  opened  from  my  bow  guns,  and  the  action  became  brisk  on  both  sides  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  the  enemy  firing  by  broadsides.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
the  enemy  hauled  off,  and  stood  down  the  river,  rounding  to  occasionally  and 
giving  us  broadsides.    This  running  fight  continued  until  he  reached  the  shelter 
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of  his  batteries  on  the  Iron  bank  above  (Jolumbus.  We  continued  the  action 
and  drove  him  behind  their  batteries  in  a  crippled  condition,  as  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  our  shell  explode  on  Jiis  decks.  The  action  lasted  over  an  hour,  and 
terminated,  as  I  think,  in  a  complete  defeat  of  the  enemy's  boats,  superior  in 
size  and  number  of  guns  to  the  Essex  and  St.  Louis.  On  the  12tfa  Greneral 
McClemand  requested  me  to  make  a  reconnoissance  towards  the  Iron  banks.  I 
did  so,  and  offered  the  enemy  battle  by  firing  a  round  shot  at  their  battery,  but 
they  did  not  respond,  nor  did  I  see  anything  of  their  boats.  I  have  since  been 
informed  through  the  general  that  the  boats  of  the  enemy  were  completely  dis- 
abled, and  the  panic  became  so  great  at  the  Iron  banks  that  the  gunners  de- 
serted their  guns. 

The  fire  of  the  St.  Louis  was  precise,  and  the  shot  told  well.  The  officers 
and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  firmness — Mr.  Ril^,  our  first  master, 
carrying  out  all  my  orders  strictly,  while  the  officers  of  the  gun  divisions, 
Messrs.  Laning  and  Ferry,  paid  particular  attention  to  the  pointing  of  their 
respective  guns.  Mr.  Brittan,  my  aid,  paid  all  attention  to  my  orders  and  con- 
veyed them  correctly  and  with  alacrity.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and  men  on 
board  behaved  like  veterans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

W.  D.  PORTER,  Ckmrnander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Flag' Officer  Foolers  report  of  his  arrival  at  Paducah  with  gunboats^  eneUmng 

special  orders  to  cammanders  of  gunboaU. 

United  States  Gunboat  Tayloh, 

Paducah,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Cairo  yesterday  with  this 
vessel,  having  ordered  the  armored  gunboats  Essex,  Carondelet,  Cincinnati,  and 
St.  Louis  to  precede  me  to  Paducah,  and  arrived  here  last  evening. 

To-day  I  purpose  ascending  the  Tennessee  river  with  the  four  new  armored 
boats  and  the  old  gunboats  Taylor,  Conestoga,  and  Lexington,  in  convoy  of  the 
troops  under  General  Grant,  for  the  purpose  of  conjointly  attacking  and  occu- 
pying Fort  Henry  and  the  railroad  bridge  connecting  Bowling  Green  with 
Columbus.  The  transports  have  not  yet  arrived,  although  expected  last  night 
from  Cairo,  which  causes  detention ;  while  in  the  meantime,  unfortunately,  the 
river  is  falling.  I  am  ready  with  the  seven  gunboats  to  act  offensively  when- 
ever the  army  is  in  condition  to  advance,  and  have  every  confidence,  under  Gkd, 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  silence  the  guns  at  Fort  Henry  and  its  surroundings* 
notwithstanding  I  have  been  obliged,  for  want  of  men,  to  take  from  the  five 
boats  remaining  at  Cairo  all  the  men,  except  a  sufficient  number  to  man  one  gun- 
boat for  the  protection  of  that  important  post. 

I  have  l(»ft  Commander  Kilty  as  senior  officer  in  charge  of  the  guns  and  mortar 
boats  at  Cairo,  ordering  him,  with  the  assistance  of  Fleet  Captain  Pennock,  to 
use  every  effort  in  obtaining  more  men  and  forwarding  the  early  equipment  of 
the  mortar  boats.  It  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  we  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  men  for  the  flotilla,  as  they  only  are  wanting  to  enable  me  to  have  at 
this  moment  eleven  full-manned,  insteail  of  seven  partially  manned,  gunboats 
ready  for  efficient  operations  at  any  point.  The  volunteers  from  the  army  to  go 
in  the  gunboats  exceed  the  number  of  men  required,  but  the  derangement  of 
companies  and  regiments,  in  permitting  them  to  leave,  is  the  reason  assigned  for 
not  more  than  fifty  of  the  number  having  been  thus  far  transferred  to  the 
flotilla. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  gunboats,  in  anticipation 
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of  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry ;  also,  a  copy  of  orders  to  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Phelps,  who  will  have  more  especial  charge  of  the  old  gimboats,  and  operate 
in  a  less  exposed  condition  than  the  armored  boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C 

P.  S. — Several  transports  with  troops  have  just  arrived.  I  proceed  up  the 
Tennessee  early  in  the  morning,  and  will  there  make  the  Cincinnati  my  flag- 
ship. 

A.  H.  F. 


SPECIAL  ORDBR. 


United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Ohio  River,  February  2,  1862. 

The  captains  of  the  gunboats,  before  going  into  action,  will  always  see  that 
the  hoods  covering  the  gratings  of  the  hatches  at  the  bows,  and  stems,  and  else- 
where, are  taken  off;  otherwise,  great  injury  will  result  from  the  concussion  of 
the  guns  in  firing.  The  anchors,  also,  must  be  unstocked,  if  they  interfere  with 
the  range  of  the  bow  guns. 

In  attacking  the  fort,  the  first  order  of  steaming  will  be  observed,  as,  by  the 
vessels  being  parallel,  they  will  be  much  less  exposed  to  the  enemy's  range 
than  if  not  in  a  parallel  line,  and  by  moving  ahead  or  astern,  which  all  the 
vessels  will  do  by  following  the  motions  of  the  flag-ship,  it  will  be  difficult  for 
the  enemy  to  get  an  accurate  range  of  the  gunboats. 

Equal  distances  from  one  another  must  be  observed  by  all  the  vessels  in  action. 
The  flag-ship  will,  of  course,  open  the  fire  first,  and  then  others  will  follow  when 
good  sight  of  the  enemy's  guns  in  the  fort  can  be  obtained.  There  must  be  no 
firing  until  correct  sights  can  be  obtained,  as  this  would  not  only  be  throwing 
away  ammunition,  but  it  would  encourage  the  enemy  to  see  us  firing  wildly  and 
harmlessly  at  the  fort.  The  captains  will  enforce  upen  their  men  the  absolute 
necessity  of  observing  this  order;  and  let  it  be  also  distinctly  impressed  on  the  mind 
of  every  man  firing  a  gun,  that,  while  the  first  shot  may  be  either  of  too  much 
elevation  or  too  little,  there  is  no  excuse  for  a  second  wild  fire,  as  the  first  will 
indicate  the  inaccuracy  of  the  aim  of  the  gun,  which  must  be  elevated,  or  de- 
pressed, or  trained,  as  circumstances  require.  Let  it  be  reiterated  that  random 
firing  is  not  a  mere  waste  of  ammunition,  but,  what  is  far  worse,  it  encourages 
the  enemy  when  he  8<m?s  shot  and  shell  falling  harmlessly  about  and  beyond 
him. 

The  great  object  is  to  dismount  the  guns  in  the  fort  by  the  accuracy  of  our 
fire,  although  a  shell  in  the  meantime  may  occasionally  be  thrown  in  among 
a  body  of  the  enemy's  troops.  Great  caution  will  be  observed  lest  our  own 
troops  be  mistaken  for  the  enemy. 

When  the  flag-ship  ceases  firing,  it  will  be  a  signal  for  the  other  vessels  also 
to  ceai*e,  as  the  ceasing  of  fire  will  indicate  the  surrender,  or  the  readiness  to 
surrender,  the  fort.  As  the  vessels  will  all  be  so  near  one  another,  verbal  com- 
munication will  be  held  with  the  commander-in-chief  when  it  is  wanted.  The 
commander-in-chief  haa  every  confidence  in  the  spirit  and  valor  of  officers  and 
men  under  his  conmiand,  and  his  only  solicitude  arises  lest  the  firing  should  be 
too  rapid  for  precision,  and  that  coolness  and  order,  so  essential  to  complete  suc- 
cess, sliould  not  be  observed ;  and  hence  he  has,  in  this  general  order,  expressed 
his  views,  which  must  be  observed  by  all  under  his  command. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer  commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters. 
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SPECIAL  ORDER  No.  2. 

United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Ohio  River,  February  2,  1862. 

The  division  of  the  three  gunboats  not  armed,  and,  confiequently,  not  pre- 
pared to  encounter  at  so  short  a  range  the  batteries  of  the  fort  as  the  tour 
armed  boats,  will  take  a  position  astern,  and,  if  practicable,  inshore  of  the  right 
of  the  main  division  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  in  charge  of  this  divi- 
sion, from  his  great  experience  and  successful  charge  of  our  interest  for  most  of 
the  time  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  will,  I  trust,  be  enabled  to 
throw  shells  into  Fort  Henry,  with  no  greater  exposure  to  his  division,  compaia- 
tivelj,  than  to  that  of  the  armored  boats,  while  the  main  division,  more  directlj 
in  the  face  of  the  fort,  attempts  to  dismount  its  guns  in  close  range  by  a  more 
direct  fire.  The  captains  of  this  division  will  also  see  that  no  gun  is  fired  with- 
out accurate  aim,  as  we  have  no  ammunition  to  throw  away ;  out,  what  would 
be  far  worse,  rapid,  random,  harmless  firing  would  encourage  the  enemy  to  a  more 
determined  resistance. 

Great  care  must  be  observed  lest  our  troops  should  be  mistaken  for  the 
enemy.  When  the  main  division  ceases  firing,  it  will  be  an  indication  that  the 
fort  is  ready  to  surrender. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Water9. 


SPECIAL  ORDER  No.  3. 


United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Paducaht  February  2,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps  will,  as  soon  as  the  fort  shall  have  surren- 
dered, and  uj)on  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  proceed  with  the  Conestoga,  Taylor, 
and  Lexington  up  the  river  to  where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses,  and  if  the  army 
shall  not  already  have  got  possession,  he  will  destroy  so  much  of  the  track  as 
will  entirely  prevent  its  use  by  the  rebels. 

lie  will  then  proceed  as  far  up  the  river  as  the  stage  of  water  will  admit,  and 
capture  the  enemy's  gunboats,  and  other  vessels  which  might  prove  available 
to  the  enemy. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag' Officer  commanding  Naval  Forces  in  the  Western  Waters, 


Flag' Officer  Footers  report  of  attack  on  Fort  Henry y  February  6,  1862. 

Cairo,  III.,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  Gth .instant,  at  12 J  o'clock  p.  m., 
I  made  an  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  iron-clad 
gunboats  Cincinnati,  Commander  Stcmbel;  the  flag-ship  Essex,  Commander 
Porter ;  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Wcilke,  and  St.  I^ouis,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Paulding;  also  taking  with  me  the  three  old  gunboats  Conestoga* 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps ;  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwinn* 
and  the  I^exington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  as  a  second  divisiont  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  which  took  position  astern  and 
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inshore  of  the  armored  boats,  doing  good  execution  there  in  the  action,  while 
the  armored  boats  were  placed  in  the  first  order  of  steaming,  approaching  the 
fort  in  a  parallel  line. 

The  fire  was  opened  at  seventeen  hundred  yards  distance  from  the  flag-ship, 
which  was  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  and  responded  to  by  the  fort.  As 
we  approached  the  fort  under  slow  steaming  till  we  reached  within  six  hundred 
yards  of  the  rebel  batteries,  the  fire,  both  from  the  gunboats  and  forts,  increased 
in  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  range.  At  twenty  minutes  before  the  rebel  flag 
was  struck,  the  Essex,  unfortunately,  received  a  shot  in  her  boilers,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  wounding,  by  scalding,*  of  twenty-nine  officers  and  men,  including 
Commander  Porter,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  list  of  casualties.  The 
Essex  then  necessarily  dropped  out  of  line,  astern,  entirely  disabled,  and  unable 
to  continue  the  fight,  in  which  she  had  so  gallantly  participated  until  the  sad 
catastrophe.  The  firing  continued  with  unabated  rapidity  and  effect  upon  the 
three  gunboats,  as  they  continued  still  to  approach  the  fort  with  their  destructive 
fire  until  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down,  after  a  severe  and  closely-contested 
action  of  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

A  boat,  containing  the  adjutant  general  and  captain  of  engineers,  came  along- 
side aft»r  the  flag  was  lowered,  and  reported  that  General  Lloyd  Tilghman,  the 
commander  of  the  fort,  wished  to  communicate  with  the  flag-officer,  when  I 
despatched  Commander  Stembel  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with 
orders  to  hoist  the  American  flag  where  the  secession  ensign  had  been  flying, 
and  to  inform  General  Tilghman  that  I  would  see  him  on  board  the  flag-ship. 
He  came  on  board  soon  after  the  Union  had  been  substituted  by  Commander 
Stembel  for  the  rebel  flag  on  the  fort,  and  possession  taken. 

I  received  the  general,  his  stafl*,  and  some  sixty  or  seventy  men  as  prisoners, 
and  a  hospital  ship  containing  sixty  invalids,  together  with  the  fort  and  its 
effects,  mounting  twenty  guns,  mostly  of  heavy  calibre,  with  barracks  and  tents 
capable  of  acconmiodating  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  sundry  articles,  which,  as 
I  turned  the  fort  and  its  effects  over  to  General  Grant,  commanding  the  army, 
on  his  arrival  in  an  hour  after  we  had  made  the  capture,  he  will  be  enabled  to 
give  the  government  a  more  correct  statement  of  than  I  am  enabled  to  commu- 
nicate from  the  short  time  I  had  possession  of  the  fort.  The  plan  of  the  attack, 
so  far  as  the  armv  reaching  the  i*ear  of  the  fort  to  make  a  demonstration  simul- 
taneously with  the  navy,  was  frustrated  by  the  excessively  muddy  roads  and 
high  stage  of  water  preventing  the  arrival  of  our  troops  until  some  time  after  I 
had  taken  possession  of  the  fort. 

On  securing  the  prisoners  and  making  necessary  preliminary  arrangements,  I 
despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  up  the  Tennes- 
see river,  as  I  had  previously  directed,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed 
orders  to  him  to  remove  the  rails,  and  so  far  render  the  bridge  incapable  of  rail- 
road transportation  and  communication  between  Bowling  Green  and  Columbus, 
and  afterward  to  pursue  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  secure  their  capture,  if  possible. 
This  being  accomplished,  and  the  army  in  possession  of  the  fort,  and  my  ser- 
vices being  indispensable  at  Cairo,  I  left  Fort  Henry  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  with  the  Cincinnati,  Essex,  and  St.  Louis,  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 

The  armored  gunboats  resisted  effectually  the  shot  of  the  enemy  when 
striking  the  casemate.  The  Cincinnati  (flag-ship)  received  thirty -one  shots; 
the  Essex  fifteen;  the  St.  Louis  seven,  and  the  Carondelet  six — killing  one,  and 
wounding  nine  in  the  Cincinnati,  and  killing  one  in  the  Essex;  while  the 
casualties  in  the  latter  from  steam  amounted  to  twenty-eight  in  number.  The 
Carondelet  and  St.  Louis  met  with  no  casualties. 

The  steamers  were  admirably  handled  by  their  commanders  and  officers,  pre- 
senting only  their  bow  guns  to  the  enemy,  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  vulnerable 
parts  of  their  vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  also 
executed  my  orders  very  effectually,  and  promptly  proceeded  up  the  river  in 
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their  further  execution,  after  the  capture  of  the  fort.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and 
men  gallantly  performed  their  duty  ;  and,  considering  the  little  experience  they 
have  had  under  fire  far  more  than  realized  my  expectations. 

Fort  Henry  waft  defended  with  the  most  determined  gallantry  by  Greneral 
Tilghman,  .worthy  of  a  better  cause,  who,  from  his  own  account,  went  into 
action  with  eleven  guns  of  heavy  calibre  bearing  upon  our  boats,  which  he 
fought  until  seven  of  the  number  were  dismounted  or  otherwise  rendered  use- 
less. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  casualties  an  board  the  Cincinnati  during  the  hambardmmt  of  Fart 

Henry. 

United  States  Flao-Steambr  Cincinnati, 

February  6,  1862. 

Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  casualties  on  board  this  vessel 
during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry,  from  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  fire» 
were  :  Killed,  1 ;  wounded,  9  ;  total,  1 0. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

R.  M.  STEMBEL, 
Commander,  United  State*  Navy, 
Flag-Officer  A.  H  Foote, 

Commanding  United  States  Naiml  Forces,  Western  Waters, 


Sir  :  As  Captain  Porter  is  unable  to  write,  he  has  directed  me  to  send  you  a 
list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  on  this  vessel : 

W.  D.  Porter,  commander,  scalded ;  J.  II.  Lewis,  paymaster,  scalded ;  T.  P. 
Terry,  third  master,  scalded,  badly ;  S.  B.  Brittan,  master's  mate,  killed  by 
cannon  shot;  James  McBride,  pilot,  killed  by  scalding;  M.  H.  Ford,  pilot* 
killed  by  scalding ;  John  Mathews,  quartei-master,  scalded,  badly ;  A.  D.  Water- 
man, captain  of  forecastle,  missing:  Henry  Gemfer,  iiremau,  missing ;  Samuel 
Bayer,  fireman,  scalded,  badly ;  John  Laritz,  fireman,  missing ;  James  Coffey^ 
seaman,  killed  by  scalding ;  Dana  Wilson,  seaman,  killed  by  scalding ;  J.  P. 
Breas,  seaman,  killed  by  scalding ;  N.  McCjirty,  seaman,  scalded ;  H.  Heagan» 
seaman,  scalded;  John  C)*Harra,  seaman,  scalded;  John  Costello,  seaman» 
scalded;  J.  J.  Phillip,  seaman,  scalded;  B.  Soula,  seaniim,  scalded;  James 
Argus, seaman, scalded ;  Thomas  AVillett,  seaman, sciilded,  badly;  Benjamin  Har^ 
rington,  seaman, scalded,  badly ;  William  O'Brine,  seaman,  scalded, badly;  W.  H. 
Maxay,  seaman,  scalded,  badly;  T.  Sullivan,  seaman,  scalded,  badly;  Thomas 
Mullen,  seaman,  saildcd,  slightly ;  James  Bedard,  seaman,  missing ;  U.  Reynolds, 
seaman,  missing. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  had  nineteen  soldiers  on  board,  of  whom  nine 
were  scalded,  and  four  of  th(?se  have  since  died. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

ROBEKT  K.  RILEY. 
Executive  Officer  United  States  Gunboat  Essex* 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 
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Letter  of  Flag- Officer  Foote,  endosiifg  a  list  of  officers  engaged  in  the  capture 

of  Fort  Henry. 

Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  the  officers  behaved  so  well  in  the  late  action  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  Fort  Henry,  I  am  disposed  to  gratify  them  by  sending  the  accompanying  list' 
of  officers  attached  to  the  different  boats  engaged  in  that  action. 

I  leave  again  to-night  with  the  Louisville,  Pittsburg,  and  St.  Louis,  for  the 
Cumberland  river,  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Donelson. 
I  go  reluctantly,  as  we  are  very  short  of  men,  and  transferring  men  from  vessel 
to  vessel,  as  we  have  to  do,  is  having  a  very  demoralizing  effect  upon  them. 
Twenty-eight  ran  off  to-day,  hearing  that  they  were  again  to  be  sent  out  of  their 
vessels.  I  do  hope  that  the  600  men  will  be  sent  immediately.  I  shall  do  all 
in  my  power  to  render  the  gunboats  effective  in  the  fight,  although  they  are  not 
properly  manned ;  but  I  must  go,  as  General  Halleck  wishes  it  If  we  could 
wait  ten  days,  and  I  had  meny  I  could  go  with  eight  mortar  boats  and  six  armored 
boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-OJicer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 

List  of  officers, — Gunboat  Cincinnati. 

R.  N.  Stembel,  U.  S.  N.,  commander;  William  R.  Hoel,  first  master;  Oscar 
H.  Pratt,  second  master;  Charles  G.  Perkins,  third  master;  John  Pearce,  fourth 
master ;  R.  H.  Attenborough,  pilot ;  Isaac  D.  Gaugh,  pilot ;  John  Ludlow,  sur- 
geon ;  Baron  Proctor,  paymaster ;  William  D.  McFarland,  chief  engineer ;  Sam- 
uel II.  Lovejoy,  first  assistant  engineer;  James  Armstrong,  second  assistant 
engineer;  William  J.  Shannon,  third  assistant  engineer;  James  McB.  Stembel, 
roaster's  mate;  Philip  Shell,  master's  mate;  John  R.  Hall,  U.  S.  N.,  acting 
gunner;  Thomas  B.  Gregory,  carpenter ;  Jacob  Vitinger,  armorer. 

List  of  officers. — Gunboat  Conestoga. 

S.  L.  Phelps,  U.  S.  N.,  lieutenant  commanding;  John  A.  Duble,  first  master  > 
Charles  P.  Noble,  second  master;  Benjamin  Sebastian,  third  master;  Richard  H- 
Cutter,  fourth  master;  Aaron  M.  Jordan,  pilot ;  William  Attenborough,  pilot! 
William  H.  Wilson,  assistant  surgeon ;  Alfred  Phelps,  acting  paymaster ;  Thomas 
Cook,  chief  engineer ;  Alexander  Magee,  first  assistant  engineer;  Charles  Mar- 
shall, second assit*tant  engineer ;  Michael  Norton,  third  asi«i.s taut  engineer;  James 
Kearney,  nuister's  mate;  Henry  Hamilton.  U.  S.  N.,  acting  gunner;  Andrew 
Woodlock,  carpenter;  James  O'Neil,  armorer. 

List  of  oficers.-^-^unhoat  Essex. 

William  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  commander ;  Robert  K.  Riley,  first  master;  James 
Laning,  second  master;  Theodore  P.  F«*rry,  third  master;  George  W.  Walker, 
fourth  master;  James  McBride^  pilot ;  Marshall  H.  Fonl,  pilot;  Thomas  Rice, 
surgeon ;  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  paymaster ;  Charles  M.  Blasdell,  chief  engineer ; 
R.  J.  Stt'aVns,  first  assistant  eugineer;  G^K)rge  D.  Simms,  second  assistant  en- 
gineer ;  Jeremiah  Wetzel,  third  assistant  engineer ;  S.  B.  Britton,  master's  mate ; 
Matthias  B.  Snyder;  gunner.;  Tliomas  Steel,  carpenter ; Fletcher,  armorer 
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List  of  officers, — Gunboat  Lexington. 

James  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  N.»  lieutenant  commanding ;  Jacob  S.  Hnrd,  first 
master ;  Martin  Dunn,  second  master ;  James  Fitzpatrick,  third  master ;  Sylvester 
Poole,  fourth  master;  James  McCamant,  pilot;  William  Fordt  pilot ;*6eoige 
W.  Garver,  assistant  surgeon ;  Augustus  F.  Taylor,  acting  paymaster ;  Samuel 

Vroom,  gunner ;  Richard  Carroll,  carpenter ;  Beuben  Story,  armorer ; ^ 

master's  mate. 

List  of  officers, — Gunboat  Taylor, 

William  Gwin,  U.  S.X.,  lieutenant  commanding;  Edward  Shaw,  first  master; 
Jason  Goudy,  second  master;  James  Martin,  third  master ;  Patrick  McCarty,  4th 
master ;  John  Sebastian,  pilot ;  David  Uiner,  pilot ;  Thomas  H.  Kearney,  as- 
sistant surgeon ;  William  B.  Coleman,  acting  paymaster ;  Samuel  Goble,  chief 
engineer ;  D.  Edward  Weaver,  first  assistant  engineer ;  Edward  W.  Goble,  sec- 
ond assistant  engineer ;  Oscar  S.  Davis,  third  assistant  en^neer ;  Ferdinaud  T. 
Coleman,  master's  mate ;  Herman  Peters,  U.  S.  N.,  acting  gunner ;  Thomas 
Russell,  carpenter;  Elihu  Stevens,  armorer. 

List  of  officers, — Gunboat  St.  Louis. 

Leonard  Paulding,  U.  S.  N.,  lieutenant  commanding ;  John  V.  Johnson,  first 
master ;  James  Y.  Clemr*on,  second  master ;  Charles  S.  Kendrick,  third  master ; 
Alexander  Eraser,  fourth  master ;  John  B.  McDill,  assistant  surgeon ;  Llewellyn 
Curry,  acting  paymaster ;  Frank  A.  Riley,  pilot ;  Robert  G.  Baldwin,  pilot ; 
William  Carswell,  chief  engineer ;  T.  F.  Ackerman,  first  assistant  engineer  ;  James 
L.  Smith,  second  assistant  engineer;  John  Wilcoxsen,  third  assistant  engineer; 
Sydney  II.  McAdam,  master's  mate ;  James  P.  Paulding,  master's  mate ;  John 

A.  McDonald,  U.  S.  N.,  acting  gunner;  Robert  H.  Medill,  carpenter; Sy- 

phcr,  armorer. 

List  of  officers. — Gunboat  Carondelet. 

Ilenry  Walko,  U.  S.  N.,  commander ;  Richard  M.  Wade,  first  master ;  John 
Dolierty,  second  master ;  Charles  C.  Gray,  third  master;  Henry  A.  Walke,  fourth 
master ;  AVilliam  Hinton,  pilot ;  Daniel  Weaver,  pilot ;  James  S.  McNeely,  as- 
8it»tant  surgeon ;  George  J.  W.  Nexsen,  acting  paymaster ;  William  H.  Faulkner, 
chief  engineer;  Charles  11.  Caven,  first  assistant  engineer;  Samuel  S.  Brooks, 
second  assistant  engineer ;  Augustus  F.  Crowell,  third  assistant  engineer ;  Theo- 
dore L.  Gillmore,  master's  mate ;  Edward  E.  Brennand,  master's  mate ;  Kicliaid 
Adams,  gunner ;  Oliver  Donaldson,  carpenter ;  H.  H.  Rhodes  armorer. 


F/ag-  Officer  Footers  letter t  enclosing  report  of  Lievtenant  Commanding  Pkelps, 

of  the  ConestogUf  of  attack  on  Fort  Henry. 

Ci'MBERLAND  RiVER,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps, 
commanding  the  2d  division  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry  on  the  6th  instant, 
which  should  have  been  forwarded  with  my  despatches  communicating  to  the 
department  the  capture  of  that  fort. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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United  States  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Fori  Henry,  Tennessee,  February  G,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  your  directions,  the  division  of  gunboats  under  mj 
command,  consisting  of  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin ;  Lexington, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel,  in  the  attack  of  this  morning 
on  this  work,  took  up  a  position  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  opened  fire 
with  shells  immediately  after  yont  first  gun  was  fired,  and  continued  firing  until 
the  rebel  flag  waa  hauled  down,  having  succeeded  in  throwing  shells  without 
firing  over  your  flag-ship,  or  over  the  other  iron-plated  boats  in  close  contact 
with  the  fort.  There  were  fired  from  this  vessel  seventy -five  32-pounder  shells, 
fourteen  12-pounder  rifled  shells,  and  two  round  shot.  No  injury  was  done  to 
either  of  the  vessels,  and  no  casualties  occurred,  though  we  were  at  times  ex- 
posed to  the  ricochet  of  the  close  fire  upon  your  vessel,  as  well  as  to  the  direct 
fire  of  a  32-poundcr  rifled  piece  until  it  burst.  The  commanders  of  the  Taylor 
and  Lexinorton  handled  their  vessels  with  excellent  judgment.  I  enclose  their 
reports.  The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  displayed  coolness  and  an  admi- 
rable spirit  in  this  action. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 
Lieutenant  (Commanding,  United  ttates  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  ^ 


lieiter  from  Flag- Officer  Foote,  forwarding  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps* s 

report  of  operations  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  St.  Lons, 

Paducah,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  and  high  gratification  to  forward  to  the  department 
the  ofiicial  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  by  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  has,  with  consummate  ekill,  courage,  and  judgment,  performed  a  highly 
beneficial  service  to  the  goveniment,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  appreciate  it.  I 
cannot  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Commanaing  Phelps  for 
this  his  t<ignal  service  in  his  long  cruise  to  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Ten- 
nessee river. 

I  am  now,  with  three  iron-clad  steamers,  ascending  the  Cumberland  river,  to 
co-oporate  with  General  Grant  in  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson.  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Phelps,  with  his  division,  accompanies  me.  * 

In  great  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lievtenant  Commanding  Phelps* s  report  of  operations  on  the  Tennessee  river. 

United  States  Ginboat  Conestoga, 

Tennessee  River,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  6th  instant,  I  proceededf 
in  obe<lit'nce  to  your  order,  up  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Gwin;  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  this  vessel 
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forming  a  diviBion  of  the  flotilla,  and  arrived  after  dark  at  the  railroad  crossing, 
twenty-five  miles  above  the^  fort,  having  on  the  way  destroyed  a  small  amount 
of  camp  equipage  abandoned  by  the  flying  rebels.  The  draw  of  the  bridge  was 
found  closed,  and  the  mnchinery  for  turning  it  disabled.  About  a  mile  and  a 
half  above  were  several  rebel  transport  steamers  escaping  up  stream. 

A  party  was  landed,  and  in  one  hour  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  draw 
open.  The  Taylor  being  the  slowest  of  the  gunboats,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin  landed  a  force  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track  and  to  secure 
such  military  stores  as  might  be  found,  while  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk  to  follow  me  with  all  speed  in  chase  of  the  fleeing  boats.  In  five  houts 
this  boat  succeeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to  abandon  and  bum  three  of  their  boats 
loaded  with  military  stores.  The  first  one  fired  (Samuel  Orr)  had  on  board  a 
quantity  of  submarine  batteries,  which  very  soon  exploded.  The  second  one 
was  freighted  with  powder,  cannon,  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c.  Fearing  an  explo- 
sion from  the  fired  boats — there  were  two  together — I  had  stopped  at  a  distance 
of  one  thousand  yards ;  but  even  there  our  skylightb  were  broken  by  the  con- 
cust«ion,  the  light  upper  deck  was  raised  bodily,  doors  were  forced  open,  and 
locks  and  fastenings  everywhere  broken. 

The  whole  river,  for  half  a  mile  round  about,  was  completely  "beaten  up"  by 
the  falling  fragments  and  the  shower  of  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c.  The  house  of  a 
reported  Union  man  was  blown  to  pieces,  and  it  is  suspected  there  was  design 
in  landing  the  boats  in  front  of  the  doomed  home.  The  Lexington  having  fallen 
astern,  and  being  without  a  pilot  on  board,  I  concluded  to  wait  for  both  of  the 
boats  to  come  up.  Joined  by  them,  we  proceeded  up  the  river.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Gwin  had  destroyed  some  of  the  trestle-work  at  the  end  of  the 
bridge,  burning  with  them  a  lot  of  camp  equipage.  I.  N.  Brown,  formerly  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  now  signing  himself  "  Lieut.  C.  S.  N.,"  had  fled  with 
such  precipitation  as  to  leave  his  papers  behind.  These  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Gwin  brought  away,  and  I  send  them  to  you,  as  they  give  an  official 
history  of  the  rebel  floating  preparations  on  the  Mississippi,  Cumberland,  and 
Tennessee.     Lieutenant  Brown  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  gunboats. 

At  night  on  the  7th  we  arrived  at  a  landing  in  Hardin  county,  Tennessee* 
known  as  Cerro  Gordo,  where  we  found  the  steamer  Eastport  being  con- 
verted into  a  gimboat.  Armed  boat  crews  were  immediately  sent  on  boardt 
and  search  made  for  means  of  destruction  that  might  have  been  devised.  She 
had  been  scuttled  and  the  suction-pipes  broken.  These  leaks  were  soon  stopped. 
A  number  of  rifle  shots  were  fired  at  our  vessels,  but  a  couple  of  shells  dis- 
persed the  rebels.  On  examination  I  found  that  there  were  large  quantities  of 
timber  and  lumber  prepared  for  fitting  up  the  Eastport ;  that  the  vessel  itself — 
some  280  feet  long — was  in  excellent  condition,  and  already  lialf-finished ;  con- 
sidei  abl(^  of  the  plating  designed  for  her  was  lying  on  the  bank,  and  everything 
at  hand  to  complete  her.  1  therefore  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  to 
nmain  with  the  Taylor  to  guard  the  prize  and  to  load  the  lumber,  &c.,  while 
the  Lexington  and  Conestoga  should  proceed  still  higher  up. 

Soon  alter  daylight  on  tlie  8th  we  pas.^ed  Eastport,  Mississippi ;  and  at  Chick- 
asaw, further  up,  near  the  Stute  line,  seized  two  steamers,  the  Sallie  Wood  and 
3Iuscl(' — the  former  laid  up,  and  the  latter  freighted  with  iron  destined  for 
Iliclnnond  and  for  rebel  us(\  AVe  then  proceedi^d  on  up  the  river,  entering  the 
State  of  Alabama,  and  ascending  to  Florence  at  the  foot  of  the  Muscle  Shoals. 
0.1  coming  in  sight  of  the  town  tliree  steani(»r8  were  discovered,  which  were 
i  mined  lately  set  on  fire  by  the  rebels.  ^Some  shots  were  fired  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  below.  A  force  was  landed,  and  considerable  quantities  of 
supplies,  marked  "  Fort  Henry,"  were  secured  from  the  burning  wrecks.  Some 
had  been  landed  and  stored.  These  I  seized,  putting  such  as  we  could  bring 
away  on  our  vessels,  and  destroying  the  remainder.     No  flats  or  other  craft 
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could  be  found.  I  found,  also,  more  of  the  iron  and  plating  intended  for  tlie 
Eastport. 

A  deputation  of  citizens  of  Florence  waited  upon  me,  first  desiring  that  they 
might  be  made  able  to  quiet  the  fears  of  their  wives  and  daughters  with  assur- 
ances from  me  that  they  would  not  be  molested ;  and  secondly,  praying  that  I 
would  not  destroy  their  railroad  bridge.  As  for  the  first,  I  told  them  we  were 
neither  ruffians  nor  savages,  and  that  we  were  there  to  protect  from  violence  and 
to  enforce  the  law;  and  with  reference  to  the  second,  that  if  the  bridge  were 
away  we  could  ascend  no  higher,  and  that  it  could  possess  no  military  impor- 
tance, so  far  as  I  saw,  as  it  simply  connected  Florence  itself  with  the  railroad 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river. 

We  had  seized  three  of  their  steamers^-one  the  half-finished  gunboat — and 
had  forced  the  rebels  to  bum  six  others  loaded  with  supplies ;  and  their  loss, 
with  that  of  the  freight,  is  a  heavy  blow  to  the  enemy.  Two  boats  are  still 
known  to  be  on  the  Tennessee,  and  are  doubtless  hidden  in  some  of  the  creeks, 
where  we  shall  be  able  to  find  them  when  there  is  time  for  the  search.  We  re- 
turned, on  the  night  of  the  8th,  to  where  the  Eastport  lay.  The  crew  of  the 
Taylor  had  already  gotton  on  board  of  the  prize  an  immense  amount  of  lumber, 
&c.  The  crews  of  the  three  boats  set  to  work  to  finish  the  undertaking,  and 
we  have  brought  away  probably  250,000  feet  of  the  best  quality  of  ship  and 
building  lumber,  all  the  iron,  machinery,  spikes,  plating,  nails,  &c.,  belonging 
to  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  I  caused  the  mill  to  be  destroyed  where  the  lumber 
had  been  sawed. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  had,  in  our  absence,  enlisted  some  twenty-five 
Tennesseeans,  who  gave  information  of  the  encampment  of  Colonel  Drew^s  rebel 
regiment  at  Savannali,  Tennessee.  A  portion  of  the  six  or  seven  hundred  men 
were  known  to  be  "  pressed"  men,  and  all  were  badly  armed.  After  consulta- 
tation  with  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  I  determined  to  make  a 
land  attack  upon  the  encampment.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  with  thirty 
riflemen,  came  on  board  the  Conestoga,  leaving  his  vessel  to  guard  the  Eastport, 
and,  accompanied  by  the  Taylor,  we  proceeded  up  to  that  place,  prepared  to 
land  130  riflemen  and  a  twelve-pounder  rifle  howitzer.  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Gwin  took  command  of  this  force  when  landed,  but  had  the  mortification  to 
find  the  camp  deserted. 

The  rebels  had  fled  at  1  o'clock  in  the  night,  leaving  considerable  quantities 
of  arms,  clothing,  shoes,  camp  utensils,  provisions,  implements,  &c.,  all  of  which 
were  secured  or  destroyed,  and  their  winter  quarters  of  log  huts  were  burned. 
I  seized,  also,  a  large  mail-bag,  and  send  you  the  letters  giving  military  infor- 
mation. The  gunboatfl  were  then  dropped  down  to  a  point  where  arms,  gath- 
ered under  the  rebel  "  press-law,"  had  been  stored,  and  an  armed  pjirty,  under 
Second  Master  Goudy,  of  the  Taylor,  succeeded  in  seizing  about  seventy  rifles 
and  fowling-pieces.  Rctuining  to  Cerro  Gordo,  we  took  the  Eastport,  Sallie 
Wood,  and  Muscle  in  tow,  and  came  down  the  river  to  the  railroaa  crossing. 
The  Mui^cle  sprang  a  leak,  and  all  efforts  failing  to  prevent  her  sinking,  we  were 
forced  to  abandon  her,  and  with  her  a  considerable  quantity  of  fine  lumber. 
We  are  having  trouble  in  getting  through  the  draw  of  tlie  bridge  here. 

I  now  come  to  the,  to  me,  most  interesting  portion  of  this  report — one  which 
has  already  become  lengthy ;  but  I  must  trust  you  will  find  some  excuse  for 
this  in  tlie  fact  that  it  embraces  a  history  of  labors  and  movement:*,  day  and 
night,  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  of  the  month,  all  of  which  details  I  deem  it 
proj>er  to  give  you.  We  have  met  icith  the  mont  gratifying  proofs  of  loyalty 
ecerytchere  across  Tennesaee  and  in  the  portit)nH  of  MiasusHippi  and  Alabama  toe 
viidted.  Mod  affecting  instances  greeted  us  alnio4  hourly.  Men^  iwnien,  and 
child rrn  several  times  gathered  in  croiods  of  hundreds^  shouted  their  tvelcome, 
and  hailed  their  national  fiag  with  an  enthusiasm  there  taas  no  mistaJcing  ;  it 
was  genuine  and  heartfelt.    Those  people  braved  everything  to  go  to  the  river 
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bank,  where  a  sight  of  their  flag  might  once  more  be  enjoyed,  and  they  hare 
experienced,  as  they  rehited,  every  possible  form  of  persecution.  Tears  flowed 
freely  down  the  cheeks  of  men  as  well  as  of  women,  and  there  were  those  Who 
had  fought  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at  Moultry  who  in  this  manner  testified 
to  their  joy. 

This  dii4{)lay  of  feeling  and  sense  of  gladness  at  our  success,  and  the  hopes  it 
created  in  the  breasts  of  so  many  people  in  the  heart  of  the  confederacy,  aston- 
ished us  not  a  little,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  would  not  have  failed  to  witness  it 
for  any  consideration.  I  trust  it  has  given  us  all  a  higher  sense  of  the  sacred 
character  of  our  present  duties.  I  was  assured  at  Savannah  that  of  the  several 
hundred  troops  there  more  than  one-half,  had  we  gone  to  the  attack  in  time, 
would  have  hailed  us  as  deliverers,  and  gladly  enlisted  with  the  national  force. 

In  Tennessee  the  people  generally,  in  their  enthusiasm,  braved  secessionists 
and  spoke  their  views  freely ;  but  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  what  was  said 
was  guarded.  ^^  If  we  dared  express  ourselves  freely,  you  would  hear  ntck  a 
shout  greeting  your  coming  as  you  never  heard,**  "  Wo  know  there  are  many 
Unionists  among  us,  but  a  reign  of  terror  makes  us  afraid  of  our  shadows.*' 
We  were  told,  too,  ''  Bring  us  a  small  organized  force,  with  arms  and  ammnni- 
tion  for  us,  and  we  can  maintain  our  position  and  put  down  rebellion  in  our 
midst."  There  were,  it  is  true,  whole  communities  who,  on  our  approach,  fled 
to  the  woods ;  but  these  were  where  there  was  less  of  the  loyal  element,  and 
where  the  fleeing  steamers  in  advance  had  spread  tales  of  our  coming  with  fire- 
brands, burning,  destroying,  ravishing,  and  plundering. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  have  had  a  very  hiborious  time,  but  have  evinced 
a  spirit  in  the  work  highly  creditable  to  them.  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin 
and  Shirk  have  been  untiring,  and  I  owe  to  them  and  to  their  officers  many 
obligations  for  our  entire  success. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Cniled  Slntes  Navy, 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters. 


Flog' Officer  Footers  report  of  attack  on  Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  tpttk 

list  of  casualties, 

Flag-Ship  St.  Louis, 
Near  F(rrt  Donelson,  Cumherland  River ,  February  15,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that,  at  the  urgent  request 
of  Major  General  Ilalleck  and  General  Grant,  who  regarded  the  movement  as 
a  military  necessity,  although  not,  in  my  opinion,  properly  prepared,  I  made  an 
attiick  on  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  the  14th  instant,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  with 
f»)ur  iron-clad  and  two  wooden  gunboats,  the  St.  Louis,  Carondelet,  Louisville, 
and  Pittsburg,  and  th(j  Taylor  and  Conestoga.  After  a  severe  fight  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  being,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action  less  than  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this  vessel,  by  a  shot  through  her  pilot-house,  was 
carric^l  away ;  the  tiller-ropes  of  the  Louisville  were  also  disabled  by  a  ehot* 
which  rendered  the  two  boats  wholly  unmanageable,  and  they  drifted  down  the 
river,  the  ndieving  tackles  nut  being  able  to  steer  or  control  them  in  the  rapid 
current.  The  two  remaining  boats,  the  Pittsburg  and  Carondelet,  were  also 
greatly  damaged  between  wind  and  water,  and  soon  followed  us  as  the  enemy 
rapidly  renewed  the  fire  as  we  drifted  helpl(\ssly  down  the  river.  This  vessel, 
the  St.  Louis,  alone  received  fifty-nine  shots,  four  of  them  between  wind  and 
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water;  one  in  the  pilot-house,  raortallj  wounding  the  pilot;  and  others,  requir- 
ing some  time  to  put  her  in  repair.  There  were  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded 
in  this  attack,  which,  notwithstanding  our  disadvantages,  we  have  every  reason 
to  suppose  would,  in  fifteen  minutes  more,  could  the  action  have  been  continued, 
have  resulted  in  tlie  capture  of  the  two  forts  bearing  upon  us.  The  enemy's 
fire  had  materially  slackened, and  he  was  running  from  his  batteries,  when  the  two 
gunboats  helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering  apparatus,  as 
the  relieving  tackles  could  not  control  the  helm  in  the  strong  current,  when  the 
fleeing  enemy  returned  to  their  guns  and  again  boldly  reopened  fire  upon  us 
from  the  river  batteries  which  we  had  silenced. 

The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  heavy  guns  to  bear  upon  our 
boats  from  the  water  batteries  and  the  main  fort  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  while 
we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twelve  bow-guns  from  the  four  boats.  One 
rifle  gun  aboard  the  Carondelet  burst  during  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly-contested  but  unequal  fight  behaved  with 
the  greatest  gallanty  and  determination,  all  deploring  the  accident  which  ren- 
dered two  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the  nairow  river  and  swift  current. 

On  consultation  with  General  Grant  and  ray  own  officers,  as  my  services, 
until  we  can  repair  damages  by  bringing  up  a  competent  force  from  Cairo  to 
attack  the  fort,  are  much  less  required  here  than  they  are  at  Cairo,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  that  point  with  two  of  the  disabled  boats,  leaving  the  two  others  here  to 
protect  the  transports,  and,  with  all  despatch,  prepare  the  mortar  boats  and  the 
Benton,  with  other  boats,  to  make  an  effectual  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson. 

1  have  sent  the  Taylor  to  the  Tennessee  river  to  render  impassable  the  bridge, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Columbus  re- enforcing  their  army  at  Fort  Donelson. 
I  am  informed  that  the  rebel  batteries  were  served  with  the  best  gunners  from 
Columbus.     I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  casualties.    • 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE. 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Sscretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ckuuahies, 

St.  Z/Ott«.— Killed;  Charles  W.  Baker,  ship's  cook;  F.  A.  Riley,  pilot. 
Wounded:  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote;  R.  G.  Baldwin,  pilot;  Charles  Smith, 
boatswain's  mate;  R.  H.  Medill,  carpenter;  Antonio  Calderio,  Thomas  Kirk- 
ham,  W.  S.  Coon,  and  Jno.  Thompson,  seamen. 

Carondelet. — Killed :  Albert  Richardson,  Joseph  G.  Laycock,  Albert  Mark- 
ham,  and  William  Duff",  seamen.  Wounded :  William  Hinton, pilot,  (since  dead;) 
Samuel  Brooks,  2d  assistiint  engineer;  John  Doherty,  second  master;  Thomas 
Brown,  cApUiin  of  gun ;  Richard  Mahoney,  quartermaster ;  Jno.  McBride,  ship's 
cook ;  Owen  Canty,  James  Plant,  James  Brown,  Patrick  Laughlin,  Edward 
(ireen,  Owen  Conly,  Hemy  Smith,  Patrick  Sullivan,  John  Owen,  Willian  B. 
Roney,  James  McFadden,  Jno.  Diamond,  Amos  Dutch,  Richard  O'Brien,  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  Patrick  O'Brien,  William  Thielman,  Benjamin  Edger,  Henry 
Anderson,  Daniel  F.  Charles,  John  Doughty,  John  Murphy,  John  McConnell, 
seamen. 

Pittsburg. — Wounded:  Charles  Merwin  and  George  Smith,  seamen. 

Louisville. — Killed :  James  Curtiss,  E.  W.  A  villa,  Charles  Billips,  and  John 
Williams,  seamen.  Wounded:  Micliael  Kelley,  E.  S.Collins,  William  Higgins, 
John  I'aul,  Charles  Might. 
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Flag-Officer  Foote  reports  leaving  for  Ciarksville,  i^c. 

Cairo,  Febrmry  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  forwarded  a  despatch  this  moroing,  announcing  the  fall  or  capture  of 
Fort  DonelBon  by  the  army. 

I  leave  immediately,  with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  Clarkwille  with  eight 
mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  boats,  with  the  Conestoga.  (wooden  boat,)  as  the 
river  is  rapidly  falling.  The  other  iron-clad  boats  are  badly  cut  up  and  require 
extensive  repairs.  I  have  sent  one  of  the  boats  already  since  my  return,  and 
ordered  a  second  to  follow  me,  which  with  eight  mortar  boats  I  hope  to  carry 
Clarksville. 

1  have  no  further  information  than  that  communicated  by  telegram  this  morning. 
Enclosed  are  papers  from  Commanders  Walke  and  Dove,  referring  to  matters 
the  day  before  and  the  day  after  an  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson,  which  fort  we 
sadly  disabled  in  the  fight  of  the  14th. 

My  foot  is  much  inflamed ;  but  with  care,  the  surgeon  considers,  will  eoon  be 
better,  as  I  have  two  days'  rest  on  board  the  Conestoga,  before  reaching  Clarks- 
ville. I  leave  Fleet-Captain  Pennock  in  charge,  who  is  performing  excellent 
service;  but  we  are  sadly  in  want  of  men.  I  have  ordered  150  carpentere  to 
repair  damages. 

The  department  will  please  excuse  this  hasty  communication,  as  I  must  leave 
immediately,  and  every  moment  of  my  time  is  occupied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'Capiam. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  aftl^  Navy. 

V.  S. — I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Sanford,  on  his  return  with  the  ammunition 
steamers  now  at  Cincinnati,  to  inform  the  ordnance  department  of  the  loss  or 
disabling  of  one  gun  and  gun-carriage.     Please  inform  that  department. 

A.  H.  F. 


United  States  Gunboat  Caboxdblbt, 
Near  Fort  Donelson,  Cumberland  River,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  (towed  by  the  Alps)  on  the  12tli  instant,  about  11.80  a.  ni.» 
and  seeing  or  hearing  nothing  of  our  army,  I  threw  a  few  shell  into  Fort  Don- 
clrton  to  announce  my  annval  to  General  Grant,  as  he  had  previously  desired. 
I  then  dropp(?d  down  the  river  a  few  miles  and  anchored  for  the  night,  awaiting 
General  Grant's  arrival.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  I  weighed  anchor 
and  came  again  to  this  place,  wh(»n  I  recciived  a  despatch  from  General  Grants 
notifying  me  of  his  arrival  the  day  hvforcy  "and  succeeded  in  getting  position 
almost  entirely  investing  the  enemy's  works.  Most  of  our  batteries  (he  writes) 
are  established,  and  the  remainder  soon  will  be.  If  you  will  advance  with  your 
gunboats  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  will  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  our  division 
in  our  favor."  I  iniine(liat<»ly  complied  with  these  instnietions  by  throwing 
some  139  15"  and  10"  shell  into  the  fort,  receiving,  in  retuni,  the  enemy's  fire 
from  all  their  batteries,  most  of  their  shot  j)assing  over  us,  and  but  two  striking 
us,  one  of  which  was  a  128-pound  solid.  It  passed  through  our  port  casemate 
forward,  glancing  over  our  barricade  at  the  boilers,  and  again  over  the  steam- 
drum,  it  struck  and  bursting  our  steam-heater,  fell  into  the  engine-room  without 
striking  any  person,  although  th(?  splinters  wounded  slij:;htly  some  half  dozen 
of  the  crew.     1  then  dropped  down  to  this  anchorage,  but  the  sound  of  distant 
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firing  being  heard,  we  again  attacked  the  fort  throwing  in  some  45  shell  and 
receiving  but  little  damage. 

I  returned  to  this  place  to  wait  for  further  orders,  when  I  received  a  second 
despatch  from  General  Grant  that  you  were  expected  in  the  following  morning. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  III, 


Unitbd  Statbs  Gunboat  Louisvillb, 

Of  Dover,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  At  2 J  p.m.,  yesterday,  shortly  after  your  departure,  I  received  the 
enclosed  des paten  (No.  1)  from  General  Grant. 

It  seemed  of  so  much  importance  for  us  to  keep  up  a  show  of  force  that  I 
decided  not  to  accompany  the  Pittsburg  down  the  river.  I  immediately  went 
on  board  the  Carondelet  and  St.  Louis,  to  see  their  condition  and  consult  with 
their  commanders. 

Tlie  Carondelet  could  not  well  be  moved,  but  I  ordered  up  the  St.  Louis  and 
followed  up  with  this  vessel.  The  St.  Louis  threw  a  few  shells,  and  towards 
dark  both  vessels  returned  to  their  former  anchorage. 

At  8J  p.  m.,  yesterday,  I  received  the  despatch  marked  No.  2,  and  early  this 
morning  went  on  board  the  vessels  to  give  instructions.  The  condition  of  the 
Carondelct's  wounded  would  not  allow  them  to  be  moved  or  the  guns  to  be  used. 
I  sent  my  own  and  those  of  the  St.  Louis  on  board  of  one  of  the  transports,  and 
got  under  way,  steaming  up  towards  the  batteries  at  Fort  Donelson,  both  ves- 
sels cleared  for  action. 

On  approaching  near  enough,  two  white  flags  were  seen  flying  from  the  upper 
one.  I  then  stopped  the  gunboats  and  proceeded  in  the  tug,  with  a  white  flag 
flying,  and  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  below  the  fort.  I  was  met  by  a  major, 
who  ofiV^red  me  his  sword,  which  I  declined  to  receive,  thinking  it  most  proper 
to  consult  with  General  Grant.  I  took  the  major  on  board  the  tug,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  to  General  Buckner's  headquarters,  where  I  found  General  Wallace 
and  his  aidn.  General  Grant  arrived  about  half  an  hour  afterwards.  The  fort 
had  surrendered,  but  what  the  conditions  were  I  was  not  officially  informed. 

The  transports  are  all  up  at  Dover,  to  receive  the  prisoners.  The  Carondelet, 
being  most  disabled  of  the  gunboats,  will  go  down  this  afternoon. 

I  will  remain  here  with  this  vessel  and  the  St.  Louis  until  further  orders,  or 
until  the  fall  of  the  river  compels  me  to  go  down.  The  St.  Louis  will  make  a 
short  reconnoissance  up  the  river,  at  General  Grant's  suggestion,  this  afternoon. 
This  vessel  will  remain  off  the  town. 

The  Graham  arrived  to-day  with  the  mortar  and  gunboat  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  M.  DOVE,  Commander. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla. 
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Flag-Officer  Footers  report  of  contemplated  reconnoissanre  to  Columhus,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  enclosing  telegram  and  proclamation. 

Flag-Steamer  Conestoga,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  After  having  telegraphed  for  several  hours  with  General  Calluiu,  the 
chief  of  General  Halleck's  staff  here,  and  finding  that  nothing  definite  could  he 
ascertained,  I  ran  down  here ;  and  to-morrow  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  I  go  down 
with  General  Cullum,  and  four  gunhoats  and  two  mortar  hoats,  on  an  armed 
reconnoissance  to  Columhus,  to  see  the  condition  of  things  at  that  point.  I  am 
excessively  hurried  to  get  ready,  and  please  excuse  this  letter.  I  send  copy  of 
my  first  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  you  yesterday.  A.  H.  F. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

Clark  mile,  Tenn.,  February  20,  1862. 

We  have  possession  of  Clarksville.  The  citizens  being  alarmed,  two-tbirds 
of  them  have  fled,  and,  having  expressed  my  views  and  intentions  to  the  mayor 
and  lion.  Cave  Johnson,  at  their  request  1  have  issued  a  proclamation  assuring 
all  peaceably-disposed  persons  that  they  may  with  safety  resume  their  business 
avocations,  requiring  only  the  military  stores  and  equipments  to  be  given  up,  and 
holding  the  authorities  responsible  that  this  shall  be  done  without  reservation. 

I  left  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Phelps,  and  the  Cairo,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant,  on  an  armed  reconnois- 
sance, bringing  with  me  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  engineer  corps,  and  chief  of 
General  Grant's  staff,  who,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  principal  fort  and  hoisted  the  Union  flag.  A  Union  sentiment  mani- 
fested itself  as  we  came  up  the  river.  The  rebels  have  retreated  to  Nashville, 
having  set  fire,  against  the  remonstrances  of  the  citizens,  to  the  splendid  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Cumberland  river. 

1  return  to  Fort  Donelson  to-day  for  another  gunboat  and  six  or  eight  mortar 
boats,  with  which  I  propose  to  proceed  up  the  Cumberland.  The  rebels  all  have 
a  terror  of  the  gunboats.  One  of  them,  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Donelson, 
had  previously  fired  an  iron  rolling  mill  belonging  to  Hon.  John  Bell,  which  had 
been  used  by  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seer  eta  y  of  the  Navy, 


PROCLAMATION 

To  the  inhabitants  of  Clark Ridlle,  Tennessee. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  Judge  Wisdom,  and  the 
mayor  of  the  city,  who  called  upon  me  yesterday,  after  our  hoisting  the  Union 
flag  and  taking  possession  of  the  forts,  to  ascertain  my  views  and  intentions  to- 
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wards  the  citizens  and  private  property,  I  hereby  announce  to  all  peaceably- 
disposed  pers^ons  that  neither  in  their  persons  nor  in  their  property  shall  they 
suffer  molestation  by  me  or  the  naval  force  under  my  command,  and  that  they 
may  in  safety  resume  their  business  avocations  with  the  assurance  of  my  pro- 
tection. 

At  the  same  time  I  require  that  all  military  stores  and  army  equipments  shall 
be  surrendered,  no  part  of  them  being  withheld  or  destroyed  ;  and  further,  that 
no  secession  flag,  or  manifestation  of  secession  feeling,  shall  be  exhibited ;  and 
for  the  faithful  observance  of  these  conditions  I  shall  hold  the  authorities  of  the 
city  responsible. 

ANDREW  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer t  Co7nmanding  Naval  Forces ^  Western   Waters, 

U.  S.  Flao-Steambr  Conestooa, 

Clarksrille,  Tenn,,  February  20,  1862. 


Flag-  Officer  Foote  to  General  Cullum  about  moving  on  Nashville. 

Paducah,  February  21,  1862. 

General  Grant  and  myself  consider  this  a  good  time  to  move  on  Nashville. 
Six  mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  steamers  can  precede  the  troops  and  shell 
the  forts.  We  were  about  moving  for  this  purpose,  when  General  Grant,  to  my 
astonishment,  received  a  telegram  from  General  Halleck,  "  Not  to  let  the  gun- 
boats go  higher  than  Claiksville."     No  telegram  was  sent  to  me. 

The  Cumberland  is  in  a  good  stage  of  water,  and  General  Grant  and  I  believe 
we  can  Uike  Nashville.  Please  ask  General  llalleck  if  we  shall  do  it.  We  will 
talk  per  telegraph.  Captain  Phelps  representing  me  in  the  office,  as  I  am  still 
on  crutches. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag- Officer. 

General  Cullum,  Cairo. 


Flag- Officer  Foote  reports  result  of  reconnaissance  to  Columbus^  Ki/,,  February 

23,  1862. 

United  States  Flao-Steamer  Cincinnati, 
Mississippi  River,  near  Columbus,  Ky.,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  company  with  General  Cullum,  chief 
of  (lencral  Ilalleck's  staff,  with  four  iron-clad  boats,  two  mortar  boats,  and 
three  transports,  containing  one  thousand  men,  I  made  this  day  a  reconnois- 
sancc;  in  forci*  towards  Columbus  to  ascertain  its  condition ;  and  when  near  the 
batteries  a  flag  of  truce  came  out  to  communicate  with  us,  the  result  of  which 
will  be  set*n  in  the  enclosed  papers.  The  object  of  the  reconnoissance  being 
att^iined,  and  finding  that  fire  from  the  mortars  would  lead  the  enemy  to  plant 
guns  where  they  could  reach  them  with  their  batteries  should  we  again  open 
u])on  them  with  a  larger  number  of  mortars,  I  concluded  to  return  to  Cairo; 
and  there  we  must  remain  until  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  are  completed,  aa 
otherwise  the  flotilla  will  be  demoralized  for  want  of  time  and  means  to  properly 
prepare  f(»r  active  acrvice.  The  army  will  not  move  vnthout  gunboats,  yet  the 
gunboats  are  not  in  condition  to  act  offeoBively  at  present.    On  this  subject  I 
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will  soon  write  more  fullj.     A  telegram  will  be  sent  the  department  on  my 
arrival  at  Cairo,  referring  to  the  events  of  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag' Officer t  dc. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

P.  S. — Columbus  evinces  no  signs  of  an  evacuation  or  dismounting  guns.    The 
batteries  seem  to  be  intact,  and  we  saw  great  numbers  of  tents  and  troops. 

A.  H.  F. 


Headquarters  First  Division  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  February  22,  1862. 

Presuming  you  would  be  willing  to  reciprocate  the  courtesy  shown  to  the 
families  of  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  after  the  battle  of  Belmont,  in 
allowing  them  to  visit  those  officers  who  were  prisoners  within  my  lines,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  sending  up,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  the  families  of  several  of  our 
officers  who  were  captured  at  Donelson.  These  are  the  families  of  General 
Buckner,  Colonels  Hawson  and  Medeira.  They  are  accompanied  by  Colonel 
Kussell,  Mr.  Vance,  and  Stockdale  as  escorts ;  also  by  Mr.  Mass. 

Hoping  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  send  these  ladies  forward  to  their 
husbands,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

The  Commanding  Officer  United  States  Forces,  Cairo,  111. 


United  States  Flao-Steambr  Cincinnati, 
Mississippi  River,  near  Columbus,  Ky,,  February  23,  1862. 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  received  to-day  by  the  hands  of 
Captain  Blake  under  a  flag  of  truce,  nearly  within  range  of  your  guns,  and  in 
the  presence  of  otir  armed  forces,  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock  to-day,  will  be 
answered  to-morrow  by  a  flag  of  tnice  at  the  same  point  of  the  river  at  which 
this  was  received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Wateri. 

GEO.  W.  CULLUM,  Brig.  Gen., 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineers,  Departjnent  of  Missouri. 

Major  General  L.  I^olk, 

Commanding  at  Columbus,  Ky. 


Lieutinant  Commanding  Bryant  to  Flag-Officcr  Foote,  reporting  arrival  at 

Nashville,  February  25,  1862. 

GuNROAT  Cairo, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir:   Uncertain  that  my  letter  of  the  23d  reached  you,  I  repeat  that  I 
departed  from  Clarksville  for  this  point  by  the  request  of  Brigadier  General 
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Smith,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  and  arrived  here  this  morning,  preceding 
seven  Bteamboats,  conveying  an  army  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Nelson. 
The  troops  landed  without  opposition.     The  banks  of  the  river  are  free  from 
any  hostile  force.     The  railroad  and  suspension  bridges  here  are  destroyed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N,  C.  BRYANT, 
Lieutenant  Command i/fg. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Cojnmanding  Flotilla^  ^r. 


Flag' Officer   Foote  encloses  reports  of  Lieutenants   Commanding  Gwin  and 
Shirk  of  attack  on  Pittsburgh  Tennessee^  March  1,  1862. 

Cairo,  Ji^arch  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  reports  made  to  me  by  Lieutenants  Com- 
manding Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  the  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  a  synopsis  of 
which  I  telegraphed  to  you  immediately  on  their  receipt.  I  cannot  too  highly 
commend  the  cautious,  judicious,  and  bold  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin  and  his  command  in  the  service.  I  have  assigned  him  on  the  Tennessee 
river.  I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  go  up  thtj  Tennessee  in  person; 
but  the  more  important  attack  upon  Columbus  to-morrow  with  ^y^  gunboats, 
four  mortar  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  and  the  regi- 
ments, render  my  presence  at  that  point  absolutely  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag- Officer, 
Comd'g  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  ^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Savannah,  Tennessee,  March  I,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  learned  that  the  rebels  had  occupied  and  were  fortifying  a  place 
called  Pittsburg,  nine  miles  above,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  (the  best  point 
in  the  rivrr  f^r  that  purpose,)  I  determined  to  attack  them. 

At  12  m.  the  Taylor,  followed  by  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk,  proceeded  up  the  river.  When  within  twelve  hundrcd  yards  of  Pitts- 
burg we  were  opened  upon  by  the  rebel  batteries,  consisting,  as  well  as  we 
could  determine,  of  six  or  eight  field-pieces,  some  rifled.  Getting  within  one 
thousand  yards,  the  Taylor  and  L(.'xington  opened  a  well-directed  lire,  and  we 
had  the  !*atir»faction  of  silencing  their  batteri(?s. 

We  then  proceeded  abreast  of  the  place,  and,  under  the  cover  of  grape  and 
c^ininter,  landed  two  armed  boats  fiom  each  vessel,  containing,  besides  their 
crews,  a  portion  of  company  *'C,'*  Captain  Thaddeus  Phillips,  and  company 
**K,"  Fir»»t  Lieutenant  Jno.  T.  Uider,  of  the  32d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers, 
(sh}irpj*h(iOters.)  Second  Master  Jason  Goudy  commanded  the  boats  of  the 
Taylor,  and  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn  commanded  the  boats  of  the  Lexing- 
ton. The  landing  was  successfully  accomplished ;  and  this  small  force  actually 
drove  back  the  rebels  and  held  them  in  check  until  they  accomplished  their 
diflicult  object,  which  was  to  discover  their  real  strength  and  purpose,  and  to 
destroy  a  house  in  close  proximity  to  where  the  batteries  had  been  placed. 
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I  found  that,  in  addition  to  tlieir  artillery,  they  had  a  force  of  not  less  tban 
two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to 
state  that  the  result  was  entirely  satisfactory.  Their  batteries  were  silenced  in 
a  short  time,  the  landing  was  effected,  the  house  destroyed,  and  we  discovered 
from  their  breastworks  that  they  were  preparing  to  fortify  strongly  this  point. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  his  vessel  was  handled.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Cap- 
tain Philli{)s,  Lieutenant  Rider,  and  their  men,  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which, 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  they  charged  up  the  hill,  drove  back  and  held  in 
check  the  rebels,  until  the  boats*  crews  had  effected  the  destruction  of  the  house 
designated.  The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  the  greatest 
spirit  and  enthusiasm.  Much  praise  is  due  to  First  Master  Edward  Shaw  and 
Third  Master  James  Martin  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  batteries  were 
worked.  I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Second  Master  Jason  Goudy,  in  charge  of  the  boats  in  shoie,  who  succeeded  in 
destroying  the  house  under  such  heavy  fire,  and  Gunner  Hermann  Peters,  in 
charge  of  the  howitzer,  who  displayed  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage, 
although  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy,  all  but  one  of  his  men  haying 
been  wounded.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Pilots  Herier  and  Sebastian  for 
their  coolness  under  such  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry,  our  vessel  being  per- 
fectly riddled  with  balls.  My  aid,  Acting  Paymaster  Wm.  B.  Coleman,  rendered 
me  valuable  assistance  during  the  action. 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  to  Cairo  with  the  transport  Izettat 
loaded  with  the  balance  of  the  wheat  I  left  at  Clifton.  I  shall  remain  about 
here,  paying  Pittsburg  a  daily  visit,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  the  rebels  from 
accomplishing  their  object.  Captain  Shirk  will  lay  before  you  the  importance 
of  keeping  open  this  as  well  na  all  other  points  above  here. 

I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  the  rebels  have  some  4,000  troops 
in  Florence,  5,000  or  6,000  in  and  about  Eastport  and  luka,  (near  Bear  Creek 
bridge,)  and  that  they  are  fortifying  iif^that  vicinity.  You  will  therefore  see  the 
necessity  of  my  remaining  here. 

We  expended  ninety-five  shells,  thirty  stand  of  grape,  ten  of  canister,  and 
sixty-seven  rounds  of  shnipnell,  grape,  &c.,  from  howitzer. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  casualties,  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  T.  H. 
Kearney,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the  wounded. 
I  feel  confident  that  we  inflicted  a  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  as  several  bodies 
were  seen  on  the  ground,  and  many  seen  to  fall.  I  also  enclose  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Shirk*s  report. 

Iloping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c^ 

WM.  GWIN, 
Lieut,  Commanding  Division  of  Gunboats  on  Tennessee  River* 

Flag-Officer  A.  11.  Footb, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Western  Waters. 


List  of  casualties  sustained  in  the  action  at  Pittsburgh  Tennessee,  March  1, 

1862. 

On  the  gunboat  Taylor :  Pheasant  Gilbert,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  leg, 
necessitating  amputation  of  the  limb;  Crawford  T.  Hill,  seaman,  pinshot  wound 
of  forearm;  John  Matthewj*,  seaman,  gunshot  (flesh)  wound  of  slioulder,  slight; 
G.  W.  Sliull,  seaman,  gunsliot  wound  of  back,  slight;  Robert  Bell,  seaman, 
gunshot  wound  of  arm  (flesh)  and  chest,  not  penetrating. 

In  detachment  of  thirty-second  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers  (company  C) 
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carried  on  board :  Captain  Phillips,  guusLot  wound  of  leg,  flesh ;  Daniel  Mes- 
sick,  orderly  sergeant,  killed. 
Respectfully, 

THOS.  n.  KEARNEY, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Service. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  GwiN. 


United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Savannah,  Tennessee,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  company  with  the  gunboat  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
I  this  day  proceeded  in  this  vessel  up  the  river  to  a  landing  on  the  west  side, 
called  Pittsburg,  distant  about  nine  miles  from  this  place. 

When  we  had  arrived  within  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  yards  of  Pittsburg 
we  were  fired  upon  by  a  rebel  battery,  consisting,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  of 
six  or  eight  field-pieces,  one  of  which,  at  least,  was  rifled.  We  returned  their 
fire  with  shell,  which  were  exceedingly  well  directed,  and  continued  until  after 
their  guns  were  silenced. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  I  despatched  on  shore  two 
armed  boats,  in  charge  of  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn,  containing,  in  addition 
to  their  own  proper  crews,  a  detachment  of  company  K,  thirty-second  regiment 
Illinois  volunteers,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  with  orders 
to  follow  tlie  motions  of  the  Taylor's  boats.  While  the  boats  were  being  landed 
we  kept  up  a  steady  fire  of  grape  and  shell,  raking  the  side  of  the  hill. 

The  landing  party  having  accomplished  their  object  and  being  met  by  a 
much  superior  force,  retired,  receiving  in  their  retreat  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry. 
The  enemy  also  fired  several  volleys  of  musketry  at  the  gunboats,  and  then 
retired  back  from  the  brow  of  the  hill.  After  the  boats  returned,  we  gave  the 
rebels  a  few  more  shell,  and,  receiving  no  answer,  we  dropped  down  the  river 
to  this  place. 

My  men  report  having  seen  several  dead  rebels  upon  the  hill,  and  I  myself 
saw  a  shell  from  this  vessel,  after  the  return  of  the  boats,  take  effect  upon  a 
field  officer,  emptying  his  saddle,  and  dropping  three  foot  soldiers. 

1  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry,  good  discipline,  and  pa- 
triotic spirit  evinced  by  the  officers  and  men  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand. For  the  efficient  ser\'ice8  of  himself  and  his  command  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  company  K,  32d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers. 

I  np^ret  to  have  to  report  the  following  casualties,  viz :  James  Sullivan,  sea- 
man, killed ;  Patrick  Sullivan  and  Thomas  M.  Borland,  seamen,  missing ;  John 
Uines,  corporal  company  K,  32d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  missing.  James 
Sullivan  was  seen  t(>  fall  upon  the  field  shot  through  the  breast. 

During  the  action  there  were  expended  forty-five  eight-inch  shell,  twenty- 
five  six-inch  shell,  and  sixteen  stand  of  grape. 

Two  rifles  and  one  musket  are  missing.  They  are  those  taken  by  the  unfor- 
tunate men  whom  we  have  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Cornmanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Cairo,  Illinois. 
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Flag-Offlcer  Foote  reports  the  evacuation  of  Columbus,  March  1,  1862. 

Cairo,  March  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  sent  with  a  flag  of  trace  to-day  to 
Columbus,  has  this  moment  returned,  and  reports  that  Columhos  is  being  evac- 
uated. He  saw  the  rebels  burning  their  winter  quarters  and  removing  their 
heavy  guns  on  the  bluffs,  but  the  guns  in  the  water  oattcries  remain  intact.  He 
also  saw  a  large  force  of  cavalry  drawn  up  ostentatiously  on  the  bluffs,  but  no 
infantry  were  to  be  seen  as  heretofore,  and  the  encampment  seen  in  our  armed 
reconnoissance  a  few  days  since  hiis  been  removed.  Large  fires  were  visible  in 
the  town  of  Columbus  and  upon  the  river  banks  below,  indicating  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  town,  military  stores,  and  equipments. 

I  shall  consult  General  Cullum,  and  we  shall  probably  proceed  to  Columbus^ 
with  the  force  we  have  ready,  soon  after  daylight.  General  Polk  informa  U8 
that  he  will  send  a  flag  of  truce  at  meridian  to-morrow  to  the  point  where  the 
flags  of  tnice  met  to-day,  in  reference  to  which  we  shall  be  governed  according 
to  circumstances.  But  as  General  Cullum  has  not  been  fully  consulted,  I  can 
give  no  particular  information  of  our  movements  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Fla^'OJlcer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


F lag-Officer  Foote  reports  fall  of  Columbus,  and  his  purpose  to  proceed  to  New 

Madrid, 

United  States  Flau-Steamer  Cincinnati, 

Columbus,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment to-day  announcing  the  fall  of  Columbus. 

The  fleet  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down  to  Island  No.  10  and  to 
New  Madrid  where  the  rebels  are  represented  as  fortifying,  I  leave  for  Cairo 
immediately  to  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  going  down  the  river  with 
a  suitable  force  of  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  in  a  proper  condition  for  effective 
service.  I  am  fully  imprer»sed  with  the  importance  of  proceeding  to  New 
Madritl  Jis  soon  as  possible,  where  General  Pope  has  arrived  with  10,000  men; 
but  such  is  the  condition  of  my  command  that  I  shall  decline  moving,  as  I  in- 
fonntid  Generals  Sherman  and  Cullum,  unless  I  am  ordered  to  do  so  by  tBe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  must  be  the  judge  of  the  condition  of  the  fleet,  and 
when  it  is  prepared  for  the  service  required. 

It  is  due  to  Commander  Pennock,  the  fleet-captain,  an(}  to  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  say  to  the  department  that  these  efficient  officers 
earnestly  entreated  me  to  permit  them  to  go  on  this  expedition,  as  well  aa  up 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers ;  but  their  services  in  preparing  the  gun 
and  mort^ir  boats  at  Cairo  being  absolutely  necessary,  I  reluctantly  denied  their 
applic4ition  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  government,  yet  their  ser\'ice8  should  be 
regarded  as  equally  important  to  the  great  object  of  the  expedition  as  if  thej 
had  participated  personally  in  the  diflerent  actions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  ^r, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Columbus,  Kentucky,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  Columbus  is  in  our  possession.  My  armed  reconnoissance,  on  the  2d 
instant,  caused  a  hasty  evacuation — the  rebels  leaving  quite  a  number  of  guns 
and  carriages,  ammunition,  and  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  a  considerable 
number  of  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  the  chain  lately  stretched  across  the 
river,  with  a  large  number  of  torpedoes.  Most  of  the  huts,  tents,  and  quarters 
are  destroyed. 

The  works  are  of  very  ^eat  strength,  consisting  of  formidable  tiers  of  bat- 
teries on  the  water  side,  and  on  the  land  side  surrounded  by  a  ditch  and  abattis. 

General  Sherman,  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  not  knowing  that  the 
works  were  last  evening  occupied  by  four  hundred  of  the  Second  Illinois  cavalry, 
on  a  scouting  party  sent  by  Greneral  Sherman  from  Paducah,  made  a  bold  dash 
to  the  shore  under  the  batteries,  hoisting  the  American  flag  on  the  summit  of 
the  bluff,  greeted  by  the  hearty  cheers  of  our  brave  tars  and  soldiers. 

The  force  consisted  of  six  gunboats,  four  mortar  boats,  and  three  transports, 
having  on  board  two  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  infantry,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Buford — General  Cullum  and  General  Sherman  being  in  command  of 
the  troops.  The  former,  leaving  a  sick  bed  to  go  ashore,  discovered  what  was 
evidently  a  magazine  on  fire  at  both  extremities,  and  inmiediately  ordered  the 
train  to  be  cut,  and  thus  saved  the  lives  of  the  garrison. 

While  I  cannot  express  too  strongly  my  admiration  of  the  gallantry  and  wise 
counsels  of  this  distinguished  aid  and  engineer  of  General  Halleck,  (General 
Cullum,}  I  must  add  that  Commanders  Dove,  Walke,  and  Stembel,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Commanding  Paulding,  Thompson,  Shirk,  and  Phelps,  the  latter  being 
in  command  of  the  mortar  division,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Sanford,  of  the  ord- 
nance department  of  the  United  States  army,  nobly  performed  their  duty. 

I  have  my  flag  on  board  the  Cincinnati,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Com- 
mander Stembel.  General  Sherman  remains  temporarily  in  command  at  Co- 
lumbus. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Officer  Foole  forwards  report  of  Lieiitenant  Commanding  Owinn,  of  the 
gunboat  Taylor,  March  5,  1862,  communicating  important  informaiion, 

Cairo,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  just  received  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Gwinn,  of  the  Taylor,  communicating  important  information,  which, 
with  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Grant,  commanding  at  Fort  Henry, 
stating  that  the  rebels  were  fortifving  Savannah,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  and 
calling  for  an  additional  gunboat,  lias  been  communicated  to  General  Halleck. 
I  shall  probably  send  an  additional  gunboat,  making  three  boats  on  that  river. 

The  Assistant  Secretarv  of  War  is  now  in  my  office,  and  is  informed  of  the 
state  of  things,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  demands,  I  trust,  by  having  a 
force  at  hand  sufficient  to  prevent  any  fortifications  being  erected  on  the  Ten- 
nessee as  far  up  as  the  stage  of  water  will  permit  the  gunboats  to  ascend  the 
river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Cairo,  Illinoist  March  b,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  returned  from  up  the  TenneBsee,  having  left  Pittsburg  (the  place 
of  our  late  engagement)  last  night.  The  enemy  has  not  renewed  his  attempt 
to  forti/y.  I  watched  the  point  closely,  and  yesterday  landed  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  which  was  allowed  to  go  a  mile  from  the  river  before  being  stopped  by 
their  pickets.     No  sign  of  a  renewed  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

In  my  report  of  the  engagement  I  stated  that  I  felt  confident  the  enemy  had 
suffered  severely.  I  can  now  report  that  on  the  morning  after  the  engagement 
(Sunday)  nine  dead  bodies  and  one  hundred  wounded — ^many  of  them  mortally— 
were  counted  in  their  camp,  which  had  been  removed,  the  evening  of  the  en- 
gagement, three  miles  back  of  the  river.  Some  tents,  where  they  were  carrying 
badly  wounded  men,  they  would  not  allow  any  one  to  visit;  they  were  still 
bringing  in  wounded. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  above.  It  was  reported  that  they 
buried  fifteen  the  evening  of  the  engagement.  I  think  I  can  safely  put  their 
lo98  down  at  twenty  killed  and  one  hundred  wounded.  Their  foree  engaged 
on  that  day  was  1,000  infantry  (Louisiana)  and  500  cavalry,  (Mississippi,)  be* 
sides  a  batteiy  of  six  pieces  of  field  artillery.  Two  guns  (32-pouiider8)  were 
on  the  ground,  but  were  not  mounted. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  have  now  at  Cjorintk»  Missiflflippi, 
eighteen  miles  from  the  Tennessee  river  (Pittsburg)  junction  of  Mobile  and  Ohio 
and  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroads,  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  troops.  At 
Henderson  station,  eighteen  miles  from  Coffee  Tending,  Tennessee  river»  and 
thirty-five  miles  by  railroad  from  Corinth,  some  ten  or  twelve  thouaand,  and 
bodies  of  troops  arriving  every  day,  mostly  from  Columbus  and  some  from 
Louisiana.  At  Bear  Creek  bridge,  seven  miles  back  from  Eastport,  MiBBiMippi, 
they  have  from  eight  to  ten  thousand,  and  are  fortifying.  At  Chickaaaw, 
Alabama,  I  understand  they  are  erecting  heavy  batteries.  This  last  is  not  very 
reliable. 

Information  received  last  night  near  Savannah,  Tennessee*  from  a  reliable 
Bource,  indicates  that  General  Johnson,  with  all  his  force,  is  falling  back  frx>m 
Murfreesboro'  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  the  place  where  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton railroad  crosses  the  Tennessee  river,  and  the  junction  of  the  railroad  leading 
from  Nashville  to  that  place,  showing  that  they  are  preparing  to  send  large 
reinforcements  to  Bear  Creek. 

The  result  of  the  recent  elections  in  Ilardin  and  McNairy  counties.  South 
Tennessee,  will  prove  to  you  that  the  Union  sentiment  is  very  strong  throughout 
that  section  of  tne  State.  The  former  gave  five  hundred  minority  for  the  Union 
candidate  out  of  a  poll  of  one  thousand  votes.  The  latter  gave  two  hundred 
Union  majority  out  of  a  poll  of  eighteen  hundred  votes.  The  constant  cry 
from  them  to  me  is,  **  Send  us  arms  and  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  ns  in  organ- 
izing, and  we  will  drive  the  secessionists  out  of  Tcnnesse(i  ourselves." 

1  have  enlisted  a  few  more  men ;  Captain  Phillips  recniited  several  for  hia 
company.  I  have  captured  J.  B.  Kendrick,  of  Captain  Fitzgerald's  company 
of  1  eimessec  volunteers,  who  represents  himself  as  a  colonel  of  militia  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Clay  Kendrick,  private  in  Captain  Fitzgerald's  com- 
pany (Colonel  Crew's  regiment)  Tennessee  volunteers. 
Very  respectfuUy,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GWINX, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U,  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters, 
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Lieutenant    Commanding   Gwinn*s  report  of  reconnaissance   to    Chickasaw ^ 

Alabama. 

United  States  Gunboat  Taylor, 

Pittsburg,  March  16,  1862. 

Sfr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I  reported 
to  General  Grant,  at  Fort  Foote,  on  the  7th  instant,  and  remained  at  Danville 
bridge,  twenty-five  miles  above,  awaiting  the  fleet  of  transports,  until  Monday 
morning,  by  direction  of  General  Grant,  when  General  Smith  arriving  with  a 
large  portion  of  his  command,  forty  transports,  I  convoyed  them  to  Savannah, 
arriving  there  without  molestation  on  the  11th.  The  same  evening,  with  General 
Smith  and  staff  on  board,  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  river  as  high  as  Pitts- 
burg. The  rebels  had  not  renewed  their  attempts  to  fortify  at  that  point,  owing 
to  the  vigilant  watch  that  had  been  kept  on  them  in  my  absence  by  Lieutenant 
Conmianding  Shirk. 

The  same  evening,  at  11.45,  stood  up  the  river  with  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shirk,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  Eastport  by  daylight,  it  having 
been  reported  to  me  that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery  at  Chickasaw,  Ala- 
bama, one  and  a  half  miles  above  that  place.  Arriving  there  at  7.30  this  vessel 
and  the  Lexington  opened  fire  on  the  point  which  had  been  indicated.  The 
rebels  immediately  responded.  After  expending  sixty-three  shell,  having  ac- 
complished my  object,  which  was  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  their  battery,  both 
vessels  retired  without  any  damage  having  been  done  on  our  side.  As  well  as 
I  can  judge  their  battery  consists  of  five  pieces — ^three  rifled,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  I  should  think,  not  less  than  32-pounders.  Both  vessels  have 
since  been  actively  employed  in  convoying  transports  to  and  covering  the  land- 
ingof  troops  at  diflerent  points  above  Savannah  in  this  river. 

The  river  is  again  very  hi^h,  and  rising.  The  people  have  given  substantial 
evidence  of  the  strength  of  tne  Union  sentiment  so  often  expressed  to  me  before 
in  this  vicinity,  as  very  many  have  enlisted  in  the  different  regiments.  The 
Taylor  is  lying  at  Pittsburg  for  the  protection  of  General  Sherman's  division, 
which  has  occupied  that  point.  The  Lexington  is  lying  at  Crump's  Landing, 
protecting  the  division  or  Greneral  Wallace,  which  occupies  that  pomt.  Every- 
thing is  working  favorably  for  the  cause  of  the  Union.  Enclosed  you  will  find 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GWINN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Division  of  Gunboats,  Tennessee  river, 

Flag-OflScer  A.  H.  Footb,  U.  S.  -V., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,   Western  Waters. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report  of  proceedings,  March  15,  1862. 

UiMTBD  States  Gunboat  Lbxinoton, 
PitUburg,  Tenneuee,  March  15, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  proceedings  since 
my  last  arrival  in  this  river. 

We  reached  Savannah  on  the  6th  instant  The  next  morning  I  received  on 
board  this  vessel  twenty  anned  men,  reftigees  from  Wayne  county,  Tennessee, 
who  asked  my  protection  from  the  rebel  marauding  cavalry.  Six  of  these  men 
were  ftom  a  rebel  regiment  which  had  been  stationed  at  Clarksville,  and  had 
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been  told,  upon  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  home. 
Their  arms  were  those  that  had  been  issued  at  Glarksville.  Some  of  theee 
twenty  men  have  shipped  on  board  this  vessel,  and  the  remainder  have  enlisted 
in  regiments  in  General  Smith's  command. 

I  tlien  proceeded  up  the  river  to  take  a  look  at  this  place,  and  discoTered 
several  flags  of  truce  on  the  hill.  I  sent  a  boat  to  communicate  with  a  rebel 
officer  at  the  landing,  and  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwinn 
in  relation  to  exchange  of  prisoners.  No  work  had  been  done  since  the  bom- 
bardment of  the  place  on  the  1st  instant  by  the  Taylor  and  this  vessel.  The 
nights  of  the  7th  and  8th  I  lay  at  Craven's  Landing,  protecting  many  Union 
men  from  Robinson's  rebel  cavalry.  During  the  8th  and  9th  I  conveyed  aboat 
one  hundred  and  twenty  refugees  from  Craven's  and  Chalk  bluff  to  Savannah 
for  safety.  On  the  9th  I  paid  another  visit  to  Pittsburg,  having  on  board 
Colonel  Worthington,  of  General  Smith's  advance.  On  uie  10th  I  took  on 
board  some  more  arms  at  Chalk  bluff.  That  night  I  lay  opposite  Savannah, 
the  transport  with  the  forty-sixth  Ohio  volunteers  lying  at  the  town. 

On  the  11th  the  United  States  gunboat  Taylor  arrived,  followed  by  Gkneral 
Smith  with  his  command,  in  sixty -three  transport  steamers.  At  midnight  this 
vessel  followed  the  Taylor  up  the  river,  to  make  a  reconuoissance,  and  at  7J20 
a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant  reached  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  where  we  discoyered 
that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery,  as  had  been  reported.  The  two  gunboats 
opened  fire  upon  it  at  long  range,  which  was  returned  by  the  enemy.  This 
vessel  expended  25  shell.  There  were  no  casualties.  The  battery  consisted  of 
at  least  ^vg  pieces,  two  or  three  of  which  were  rifled.  One  of  the  latter  was  a 
32-pounder,  and  had  a  very  great  range — great  enough  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  troops  at  Eastport.  At  11.30  a.  m.  we  reached  Savannah  again.  That  even- 
ing 1  convoyed  a  division  of  the  ai-my,  under  General  AVallace,  to  Crump's 
Landing,  and  lay  there  that  night  and  the  following  day  and  night.  This  morn- 
ing I  convoyed  another  division,  under  General  Hurlburt,  to  this  place,  and 
went  on  with  the  transport  Crescent  City  to  where  General  Sherman  had  his 
command,  about  10  miles  below  Eastport.  I  returned  at  5  p.  m.,  and  will  await 
herci  further  orders. 

There  are  no  rebel  troops  near  here  at  present ;  General  Cheatham,  who  was 
at  Shiloh  (three  miles  back  from  here)  day  before  yesterday,  having  gone  with 
his  command  to  Purdy.  The  river  is  rising  very  rapidly,  and  there  is  so  much 
back  water  that  General  Sherman  found  it  impossible  to  perform  the  duty  upon 
which  he  was  sent.  General  Wallace  succeeded,  night  before  last,  in  destroy- 
ing about  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad,  a  few  miles  north  of  Purdy.  Twelve  new 
made  gi*aves  have  been  found  upon  the  hill  at  this  place.  The  small  arms  which 
I  have  taken  from  Craven's  and  Chalk  bluff  belong  to  Union  men,  and  I  have 
promised  that  they  should  eventually  be  returned  to  their  owners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  dc. 


Flag-Officer  Foote' s  report  of  operations  at,  and  rapture  oj'.  Island  No.  10,  and 

correspondence  connected  therewith. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  Leaving  Cairo  on  the  14th  instant,  with  seven  iron-clad  gunboats  and 
ten  mortar  boats,  and  being  joined  at  Columbus  on  the  same  day  by  Colonel  Bu- 
ford,  in  command  of  some  twelve  hundred  troops,  I  reached  Hickman  that  even- 
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ing  witli  the  flotillla  and  transports,  when  the  Louisville,  Commander  Dove,  was 
found  leaking  in  her  boilers,  and  was  sent  back  to  Columbus  for  repairs. 

On  the  15th  instant,  at  daylight,  the  flotilla  and  transports  moved  down  the 
river,  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  at  9  a.  m.  The  rain  and  dense 
fog  prevented  our  getting  the  vessels  in  position,  other  than  two  mortar  boats, 
for  tne  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  range.  . 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  I  placed  the  mortars  in  as  good  po- 
sition as  the  circumstances  would  admit,  when  they  shelled  several  regiments 
out  of  their  encampments,  and,  at  extreme  range,  reached  the  batteries  on  No. 
10,  the  floating  battery,  and  the  five  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  The 
mortar  boats  are  in  charge  of  Captain  Maynadier,  United  States  army,  as  ord- 
nance officer,  assisted  by  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Sandford,  United 
States  navy,  who  volunteered  his  services. 

This  morning,  the  17th  instant,  soon  after  daylight,  the  mortar  boats  being 
in  position,  I  had  the  Benton  lashed  between  two  other  steamers,  the  Cincin- 
nati and  St.  Louis,  and  with  the  remaining  iron-clad  steamers  made  an  attack 
on  the  forts,  at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  yards  or  more,  on  account  of  the 
rapid  current,  rendering  the  boats  too  unmanageable  to  come  within  a  shorter 
range,  without  endangering  their  being  carried  under  the  enemy's  guns  ;  and  as 
a  nearer  approach  would  expose  the  bow  and  quarter  of  the  vessels,  their  most 
vulnerable  points,  to  a  fire  of  six  other  batteries,  mounting  forty-three  guns. 
We  opened  fire  on  the  upper  fort  on  the  Tennessee  shore  at  meridian,  and  con- 
tinued to  give  and  receive  quite  a  brisk  fire  from  this  and  also  four  other  bat- 
teries on  the  same  shore  until  ^darkness  obscured  the  forts  from  view.  The  ten 
mortars,  in  the  meantime,  shelled  the  troops  out  of  range,  excepting  those  man- 
ning the  batteries. 

The  upper  fort  was  badly  cut  up  by  the  Benton  and  the  other  boats  with  her. 
We  dismounted  one  of  their  guns,  and  the  men,  at  times,  ran  from  the  batteries. 

Colonel  Buford  has  been  busily,  and,  I  trust  profitably,  engaged  in  making 
reconnoissances,  and  is  preparing  to  mount  his  siege  guns. 

In  the  attack  of  to-day  this  vessel  received  four  shots ;  while  a  rifle  gun  burst 
aboard  the  St.  Louis,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen,  officers  and  men  ;  I  enclose 
a  list  of  casualties.  The  Cincinnati  has  had  her  engines  injured,  which  may 
render  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  her  to  Cairo  for  repairs. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  silence  the  upper  battery  to-morrow ;  after  which  we 
can  plant  the  mortars  in  a  position  where  we  expect  to  be  able  to  shell  the  rebels 
out  of  their  batteries.  This  place  is  even  stronger  and  better  adapted  for  de- 
fence than  Columbus  has  ever  been.  Each  fortification  commands  the  one  above 
it.  We  can  count  forty-nine  guns  in  the  different  batteries,  where  there  are 
probably  double  the  number,  with  ten  thousand  troops. 

From  exhaustion,  arising  from  continuous  service  and  want  of  sleep,  you  will 
excuse  this  incoherent  discursive  report. 

Our  shells  bursting  prematurely  we  have  to  drown  them  before  loading  the 
guns.  The  fuzes,  many  of  which,  I  am  informed,  were  made  before  the  Mexi- 
can war,  ought  to  have  been  condemned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer , 
Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Western  Waters, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  gunboat  St,  Louu,  M^rch  17,  1862. 

Killed,  by  bursting  of  a  rifle  gun,  James  Ja<:kson,  seaman,  Chicago,  lUinois; 
P.  S.  Goth,  seaman,  Maine. 

Wounded,  by  bursting  of  rifle  gun,  S.  H.  McAdam,  master's  mate,  Gbieago, 
severely;  Jno.  A.  McDonald,  gunner,  Baltimore,  slightly;  H.  T.  Bly,  seaman, 
New  Bedford,  severely;  J.  W.  Sprowl,  seaman,  Bristol,  Maine,  severely;  P. 
^ulhenin,  seaman,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely;  Wm.  Kelcher,  seaman, 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely;  Rich'd  Gouger,  seaman,  severely;  Frank  Clem- 
ens, seaman,  severely;  Ghas.  Woolf,  seaman,  severely;  Ghas.  Wilson,  seaman, 
Philadelphia,  severely ;  Henry  Joy,  seaman,  Worcester  county,  Massachnsetts, 
slightly ;  M.  G.  Donaghho,  seaman,  Fredericktown,  Pennsylvania,  slightly ;  Peroc 
Leon,  seaman,  Sardinia,  slightly. 

J.  B.  McDILL, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Gunboat  St.  Lomis. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LEONARD  PAULDING,  Lieutena^  Commanding. 


Flag-Steamer  Benton, 
Off  Island  No.  10.  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  17th  instant  I  communicated  to  the  department  an  accoant  of 
our  leaving  Gairo,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Island  No.  10,  and  expressing 
the  hope  that  to-morrow  (yesterday)  we  should  be  able  to  capture  the  upper 
fort  at  this  point. 

Yesterday  we  were  firing  on  the  upper  fort  at  long  range,  reaching  it  occa- 
sionally, and  dismounted  another  gun,  while  the  mortars  were  playing  on  the 
lower  fortifications,  having  driven  the  encampments  down  the  river,  just  out  of 
range  of  our  shells.  As  the  forts  are  distinct  from  each  other,  and  occupy 
but  little  space,  and  have  been  mostly  constructed  for  four  or  five  months,  it  ia 
impossible  to  use  the  mortars  with  as  much  effect  as  could  have  been  done  at 
Columburi,  where  the  batteries  were  more  compact  and  exposed,  and  the  troops 
having  less  shelter  than  here.  We  are,  however,  keeping  up  an  occasional  fire, 
day  and  night,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  repairing  his  damages,  gradually  ap- 
proaching his  strongest  holds,  and  I  trust  we  will  be  able,  in  co-operation  viu 
General  Pope's  division  of  the  army,  soon  to  get  possession  of  the  place.  This 
position  was  selected  by  the  rebels  on  account  of  its  being  inaccessible  by  laud, 
in  a  high  stage  of  water,  on  the  Missouri  side,  which  side  General  Pope's  army 
occupies,  at  New  Madrid ;  and  he  has  no  transports  of  any  kind  with  which  to 
cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side  and  march  in  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebels.  I 
have  this  morning  sent  him  two  tu^s,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  get  two  gunboats 
also  through  tlie  same  bayou  or  slough  to  him.  K  we  can  do  this,  with  the 
two  gunboats  coming  up  and  attacking  the  forts  from  below  with  the  land  attack, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  secure  a  complete  victory.  We  must  proceed 
here  slowly  and  cautiously,  which  alone  can  prove  effective,  especially  oearing 
in  mind  the  rapid  cuiTcnt  and  certainty  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
in  these  slow  boats  if  we  run  as  close  to  the  batteries  as  we  might  do  were  the 
rebels  up  stream.  Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  troops  here,  amounting  to 
about  1,500,  will  be  ready  to  perform  all  service  required  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Pope  in  force.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  make  the  grand  attack  for  sev- 
eral days.  This  will  depend  upon  the  arrival  of  General  l*ope. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Flag-Steamer  Benton, 
Offhland  No,  10,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  Most  of  the  iron-clad  steamers,  including  this  vessel,  are  still  lying  within 
long  range  of  the  rebel  forts,  and  occasionally,  with  the  mortar-boats,  are  throw- 
ing shells  into  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  have  induced  them  to  withdraw  all 
their  superfluous  men  not  required  for  serving  their  guns.  To-day  the  upper 
battery  opened  upon  us,  but  was  silenced  in  half  an  hour,  this  ship  aismounting 
a  gun.  I  send,  to-night,  a  boat  to  sound  in  a  narrow  and  shallow  channel,  in 
hopes  the  present  rise  of  water  in  the  river  will  enable  me  to  despatch  a  small 
steamer  with  lieht  draft  to  General  Pope,  near  New  Madrid,  who,  as  I  have 
already  informea  the  department,  has  several  times  requested  tliat  I  would  send 
him  two  or  three  gunboats  to  enable  him  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side, 
with  the  view  of  attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear  at  this  point,  while  we  make 
the  attack  in  front  or  on  the  river  side.  I  am  apprehensive,  however,  from  our 
ill  success  thus  far,  that  this  project  may  not  prove  feasible.  To-day,  for  the 
first  time  since  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  flotilla,  I  called  a  council  of  war, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  opinions  of  the  officers  with  reference  to  send- 
ing, or  attempting  to  send,  aid  to  (xeneral  Pope.  The  officers,  with  one  excep- 
tion, were  decidedly  opposed  to  running  the  blockade,  believing  it  would  resiut 
in  the  almost  certain  destruction  of  the  boats  which  should  attempt  to  pass  the 
six  forts,  with  50  guns  bearing  upon  the  vessels.  I  have  been  seriously  disposed 
to  run  the  blockade  myself  with  this  vessel,  which  is  better  protected  than  the 
other  boats,  although  she  is  slow  and  works  sluggi:3hly;  but,  upon  reconsidera- 
tion, as  her  loss  would  be  so  great  if  we  failed,  and  my  personal  services  here 
are  considered  so  important  with  the  fleet  and  transports,  I  have,  for  the  present, 
abandoned  the  idea. 

This  place  is  admirably  chosen  for  defence  by  the  rebels,  as  its  rear  can  only 
be  appro}iched,  in  this  stage  of  water,  from  the  river  side  opposite  New  Madrid, 
it  being  surrounded  by  bayous  or  sloughs,  while  its  long  line  of  six  forts,  com- 
manding one  another  from  the  river  front,  render  it  almost  impregnable  to  an 
attacking  force.  General  Pope  has  no  transports,  and,  without  our  reaching 
liim  by  running  the  blockade,  is  unable  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side  from 
New  Madrid,  where  he  now  is  in  force,  and  it  is  impossible  for  him,  from  the 
inundated  state  of  the  country,  to  send  or  march  his  troops  to  this  point  Were 
we  to  attempt  to  attack  these  heavy  batteries  with  the  gunboats,  or  attempt  to 
run  the  blockade  and  fail,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  a  former  communication, 
the  rivers  above  us — Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Cumberland — would  be  greatly  ex- 
posed, not  only  frustrating  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition,  but  exposing  our 
towns  and  cities  bordering  those  rivers;  especially  so  should  General  Pope  be 
unable  to  hold  his  position  at  New  Madrid.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
our  boats  being  so  ill-adapted  to  fighting  down  the  river,  with  two  rifle  guns 
having  burst,  and  oar  shells  impeifect,  I  am  induced  to  act  with  great  caution, 
and  expose  the  flotilla  less  than  under  more  favorable  circumstances  it  would  be 
my  duty  to  do,  for  the  great  object  for  which  the  fleet  was  created.  For  the 
future,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  from  higher  authority,  I  shall  be  ^vemed 
by  circumstances  as  they  may  arise.  When  the  object  of  running  the  blockade 
becomes  adequate  to  the  risk,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  do  it.  The  place  may  be 
occupied  by  us  in  a  short  time  without  an  assault,  as  the  rebels  must  be  cut  ofi* 
from  their  necessary  supplies.  Still,  if  this  does  not  soon  take  place,  it  may 
become  necessary  to  force  the  blockade,  or  adopt  some  other  measures  which 
have  not  yet  sugmited  themselves. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  GiOBON  Wblls, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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United  States  Flag-Ship  BENToif» 

Mand  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  my  communication  of  the  SOth  instant,  we  have  been  lying  off 
the  forts  at  long  range,  occasionally  giving  a  rifle  shot,  and  more  frequently 
throwing  mortar  shells  upon  the  island  and  at  the  fortifications  on  the  Tennes- 
see shore.  The  rebels  still  hold  the  forts,  but  the  encampments  are  moved 
beyond  range,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  serve  their  heavy  gans,  which 
seem  to  be  well  protected  from  our  shells  by  their  breastworks.  A  commnnica- 
tion  from  General  Halleck  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  leads  me  to  hope  that 
we  may  yet  derive  support  from  the  army,  irrespective  of  General  Pope  e  force, 
which  will  cross  over  from  New  Madrid  and  attack  the  rebels  in  the  rear,  while 
we  make  the  attack  in  front,  in  case  we  succeed  in  getting  two  steamers  and 
several  cutters,  which  are  now  working  their  way  towards  that  point,  through 
the  bayous  or  sloughs.  Should  this  effort  be  successful,  I  hope  to  hear  that  a 
land  force  of  some  10,000  men  will  be  in  the  rebels'  rear  in  the  course  of  five 
or  six  days.  With  the  exception  of  a  ridge,  or  higher  land,  on  the  river  bank 
on  the  Tennessee  side,  from  directly  opposite  New  Madrid  to  nearly  oppoBite 
Island  No.  10,  the  whole  country  is  inundated,  or  at  least  so  much  so  as  to  pre- 
vent troops  from  other  points  reaching  the  rebels*  rear,  showing  bow  admirably 
their  position  has  been  chosen  for  defence. 

We  now  have  here  six  iron-plated  gunboats,  one  wooden  gunboat,  the  Con- 
estoga,  and  sixteen  mortar  boats;  one  iron-clad  gunboat  being  at  Nashville, 
one  guarding  Columbus  and  Hickman,  and  two  wooden  boats  up  the  Tennessee; 
while  the  Essex,  Commander  Porter,  is  repairing  at  St.  Louis.  We  have  all 
the  mortar-boats  that  we  can  use  to  any  advantage,  and  still  want  two  tow-boats 
for  these  in  greater  force,  as  we  have  a  strong  current,  requiring  the  greatest 
vigilance  to  prevent  them  and  the  gunboats  from  being  carried  down  stream, 
from  the  want  of  steam-power  of  the  latter.  Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the 
troops,  has  a  force  of  between  1,900  and  2,000  men;  but  who,  in  fact,  living  as 
they  necessarily  do,  aboard  the  transports — the  banks  being  overflowed,  and 
they  surrounded  by  water — cannot  accomplish  anything  of  consequence.  Thus 
wc-  are  waiting  to  open  communication  with  General  Pope,  at  New  Madrid. 

I  forward  h(irewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  me  by  General  Strong,  com- 
manding at  Cairo,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  reoels  have  thirteen  gun- 
boats, independent  of  the  five  below  New  Madrid,  and  the  Manassas  or  ram,  at 
Memphis.  1  presume  that  these  boats  are  not  equal  to  ours;  still,  we  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  character,  especially  those  at  New  Orleans.  I  have 
ordered  the  rifle  guns  as  they  arrive  at  Cairo  to  be  sent  to  us,  as  our  rifles  are 
unsafe,  and  must  be  condemned  as  soon  as  others  can  be  supplied.  The  rifle 
!<hells,  as  well  as  those  of  the  8-inch  guns  and  thirty -twos,  also  burst  prema- 
turely, and  I  have  been  obliged  to  drown  all  fuses  at  a  distance  exceeding  one 
thousand  yards. 

I  shall  proceed  with  caution  in  our  work  here,  being  fully  aware  of  our  dis- 
advantages. If,  however,  any  dipaster  should  occur,  from  circumstances  beyond 
my  control,  I  have  ordered  the  two  iron-clad  gunboats  Cairo  and  Louisville, 
with  the  wooden  boats  l^aylor  and  Lexington,  to  meet  at  Cairo,  or  as  far  down 
as  Columbus  and  even  Hickman,  to  prevent  the  rebel  gunboats  from  ascending 
the  river  beyond  Cairo,  which  place  is  now  so  nearly  overflowed  as  to  render  it 
necessary  for  us  to  remove  all  our  ammunition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  II.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer. 

lion.  Gideon  Wells, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

V.  S. — Were  we  able  even  to  shell  the  forces  out  of  their  fortifications,  they 
would  reoccupy  as  we  passed  down  the  river,  as  we  have  less  than  2,000  troope 
to  take  possession.  A.  H.  F. 
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Letter  Jrom  General  Halleck  to  Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

SL  Louis,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  report  (without  date)  of  your  operations 
against  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10.  While  I  am 
certain  that  you  have  done  everything  that  could  be  done  successfully  to  reduce 
these  works,  I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  not  unnecessarily  exposed  your  gun- 
boats. If  they  had  been  disabled,  it  would  have  been  a  most  serious  loss  to  us 
in  the  fiiture  operations  of  the  campaign;  whereas  the  reduction  of  these  bat- 
teries, this  week  or  next,  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  indeed.  I  think 
it  will  turn  out  in  the  end  that  it  is  much  better  for  us  that  they  are  not  reduced 
till  we  can  fully  cut  off  the  retreat  of  their  troops. 

Everything  is  now  progressing  well  on  the  Tennessee  river  toward  opening 
your  way  down  the  Mississippi.  The  reduction  of  these  works  is  only  a  Ques- 
tion of  time,  and  we  are  in  no  hurry  on  that  point.  Nothing  is  lost  by  a  little 
delay  there.  I  am  directing  all  my  attention  now  to  another  object,  and  when 
that  is  accomplished  the  enemy  must  evacuate  or  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sfr. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  March  24,  1862. 

Mv  Dear  Commodore  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  morn- 
ing from  Captain  Dresser.     It  contains  important  information  relating  to  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  down  the  river.    I  have  sent  General  Pope,  also  Colonel 
Buford,  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  K.  STRONG, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  Foote, 

On  the  Benton,  near  Island  No,  10. 


Cairo,  Illinois,  March  24,  1862. 

General  :  I  left  Savannah,  Tennessee,  yesterday  morning,  and  while  at 
Perrysvillo,  some  forty  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  we  took  on  board  a  man  by 
the  name  of  M.  A.  Clark,  formerly  of  Paducah,  Kentucky,  late  of  New  Orleans. 
Ho  loft  New  Orleans  a  week  ago  last  Thursday ;  I  gained  from  him  the  follow- 
ing statement :  Fort  Pillow  was  being  evacuated  when  he  was  at  Memphis  last 
Wednesday ;  confederates  moving  all  their  stores  from  Memphis  to  Corinth. 
The  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Pillow  were  left  under  water;  Beauregard  was  at  Jack- 
son on  Thursday  last ;  would  leave  with  his  troops  on  Friday  for  Corinth. 
Eleven  engines  and  two  hundred  cars  were  taken  from  the  Mississippi  Central 
railroad  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  to  move  Johnson's  forces  from 
Decatur  to  Corinth.  Confederates  are  building  thirteen  gunboats  at  New  Or- 
leans— twelve  of  them  for  river  and  one  for  sea  service.    On&— Murray's  boa^— 
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carries  thirty  guns,  would  be  ready  last  week,  and  balance  this  week ;  were  to 
come  up  the  river  as  soon  as  finished ;  Bragg  and  Polk  were  at  Corinth. 
Very  respectfully, 

JASPAB  M.  DBESSEB,  Captain. 
Brigadier  Greneral  Strong, 

Commanding,  Cairo. 


Benton,  off  No.  10,  March  26,  1862. 

General  :  In  view  of  the  rebels  ha\'ing,  as  is  reported,  thirteen  gunboats  at 
New  Orleans,  irrespective  of  four  or  five  below  New  Madrid  with  the  Manassas, 
or  ram,  at  Memphis,  I  respectfully  suggest,  in  view  of  the  contingency  of  their 
passing  up  the  river,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  river  battery  placed 
at  Columbus  which  would  sweep  the  river  below  that  point.  Cairo,  being  now 
almost  overflowed,  presents  a  less  defensible  position  than  GolmnboB. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c.. 


Major  General  W.  W.  Halleck, 

Cominandingt  St..  Louis,  Missouri. 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer. 


Flau-Stkambr  Benton, 
Island  No.  10,  March  26»  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  inform  the  commander  of  the  gunboats  Cairo,  Taylor,  and 
Lexington,  not  to  b(}  caught  up  the  rivers  with  too  little  water  to  return  to  Cairo. 
Tliey,  of  course,  before  leaving,  will  consult  the  generals  with  whom  they  are 
co-()p(?rating.  As  it  is  reported,  on  the  authority  of  different  persons  from  New 
Orleans,  that  the  rebels  have  thirteen  ^nboats  finished  and  ready  to  more  np 
the  Mirtsissippi,  besides  the  four  or  five  below  New  Madrid  and  the  Manasaaa,  or 
ram,  at  Memphis,  the  boats  now  up  the  rivers  and  at  Columbus  or  Hickman  shonld 
be  ready  to  protect  Cairo  or  Columbus,  in  case  disaster  overtakes  ob  in  oar  flo- 
tilla. •  ••••••♦• 

Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer. 

Commander  Pennock,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  April  2,  1862, 

Last  night  an  armed  boat  expedition  was  fitted  out  from  the  squadron  and  the 
land  forces  at  this  point,  under  conunand  of  Colonel  Hoberts,  of  the  42d  IIlinoiB 
regiment. 

The  five  boats  comprising  the  expedition  were  in  charge  of  First  Master  J. 
V.  Johnson,  of  the  St.  Louis,  assisted  by  Fourth  Master  G.  P.  Lord,  of  the  Ben- 
ton; Fourth  Master  Picrco,  of  the  Cincinnati;  Fourth  Master  Norgan,  of  the 
Pittsburg,  and  ^Master's  Mate  Scoville,  of  the  Mound  City,  each  with  a  boat's 
crew  of  ten  men  from  their  respective  vessels,  ciirrying  in  all  one  hundred  mea, 
exclusive  of  officers,  under  command  of  Colonel  lloberts. 

At  midnight  the  boats  reached  the  upper  or  No.  1  fort,  and,  pulling  directly 
in  it 8  face,  carried  it,  receiWng  only  the  harmless  fire  of  two  sentinels,  who  ran 
on  discharging  their  muskets,  while  the  reb  ops  in  the  vicinity  rapidly  re- 

treated ;  whereupon  Colone^       ^         S]  *<t  guns  mounted  in  the  fort 

and  retired  with  the  boats  "^ 
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The  commanding  oflScer  represents  all  under  his  command,  firom  their  coolness 
and  determination,  as  being  ready  to  perform  more  hazardous  service  had  it 
been  required  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  object  of  the  expedition.  Enclosed  is  the 
report  of  Colonel  Roberts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


On  board  Steamer  Memphis,  April  2,  1862. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening,  at 
half  past  five  o'clock,  I  took  command  of  an  expedition  designed  against  the 
rebel  battery  No.  1,  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  My  force  consisted  of  five  boats 
furnished  by  the  gunboats  Benton,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg,  and  Mound 
City,  manned  by  crews  of  these  boats,  respectively,  and  transporting  a  detach- 
ment of  fifty  men  from  company  A,  42d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers. 

My  first  endeavor  was  to  proceed  through  the  overflowed  woodland  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  thus  escape  observation ;  this  proved  to  be  impracticable, 
as  well  because  of  the  fall  of  the  river  as  of  the  large  amount  of  drift  accumu- 
lated among  the  trees.  We  then  dropped  down  to  the  first  mortar  boat  and  lay 
by  until  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  all  the  boats  were  got  under  way  and  proceeded, 
one  after  the  other,  keeping  close  under  the  shadow  of  the  shore.  The  Benton's 
boat  led  until  the  outlines  of  battery  No.  1  were  well  defined,  when  the  order  of 
attack,  the  suggestion  of  First  Master  J.  V.  Johnson,  was  taken  up  as  follows : 
The  boats  of  the  St.  Louis,  Benton,  and  Pittsburg  advanced  in  line,  the  Ben- 
ton's boat  in  the  centre ;  the  remaining  boats  followed  a  few  yards  behind. 

We  approached  the  battery  with  muffled  oars,  in  such  silence  that  we  were 
less  than  ten  yards  distant  when  the  sentinels  at  the  guns  discovered  us.  They 
cried  out  in  great  surprise,  fired  twice  on  our  boats,  and  ran  away.  We  landed 
in  good  order  and  witn  great  expedition ;  the  rear  boats  falling  to  the  right  and 
l(;ft  of  the  centre  boat  of  the  advanced  line,  and  at  once  commenced  spiking  the 
guns.  Lieutenant  Church,  with  twenty  men,  advanced  toward  the  supposed 
rebel  camp  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and,  at  the  same  time,  protect  the  men  en- 
gaged in  spiking  the  guns.     No  such  attack  was  made. 

The  work  was  done  with  perfect  coolness  on  the  part  of  our  men,  but  aa 
rapidly  as  possibly,  for  the  reoel  gunboat  Grampus  haa  taken  alarm  at  the  sen- 
tinels' fire,  and  was  standing  toward  us.  I  did  not  go  on  board  to  return  until  I 
had  fii*st  personally  inspected  every  gun.  I  report,  sir,  that  every  gun  in  the 
battery  except  one  (dismounted  and  lying  in  the  water)  was  spiked  by  our 
party.  I  believe  the  spiking  will  prove  effectual.  The  object  of  the  expedition 
being  thus  accomplished,  we  took  to  onr  boats  and  returned  without  any  loss 
whatever. 

To  the  naval  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  great  praiae  is  doe  for  the  ad- 
mirable maimer  in  which  onr  approach  was  condoctea.  The  officers  of  the 
detachments  were  prompt  and  efficient,  while  the  men  of  both  land  forces  and 
mariues,  by  their  implicit  obedience  of  orders,  have  proved  themselves  worthy 
of  any  service  whatever.  The  kindness  of  Captain  Phelps,  of  the  Benton,  in 
givhig  personal  attention  to  the  outfit  of  the  expedition,  is  Vindly  remembered. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  8enr«nt, 

GEO.  W.  E0BEBT6, 
CoUmd  Commanding  i2d  Regitneni  lUmoU  VolumUen. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb. 
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Cairo,  April  4,  1862. 

This  morning  the  Benton,  Gincinnatii  and  Pittsburg,  with  three  mortar  boats, 
opened,  and  continued  for  more  than  an  hour,  a  fire  on  the  rebels*  heavy  floating 
battery  at  Island  No.  10,  when  the  latter,  having  received  several  Bhells  from 
the  rifles  and  mortars,  cut  loose  from  her  moorings  and  drifted  down  the  river  two 
or  three  miles.  The  shells  were  thrown  from  the  flotilla  into  different  forts  of  the 
island  and  into  the  rebel  batteries  lining  the  Tennessee  shore.  The  return  fire 
produced  no  effect  on  the  squadron.  No  more  men  than  were  actually  necesearj 
to  man  the  batteries  were  visible. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer,  ^. 


Flag-Stbambr  Benton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  AprU  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  gunboat  Garondelet 
ran  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  fi>rty- 
seven  guns,  and  reached  New  Madrid  safely,  without  even  receiving  a  shot. 
Captain  Walke,  his  officers  and  crew,  merit  the  commendation  of  the  gOTem- 
ment  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and  general  conduct  on  thia  occaMon.  I 
would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  acting  first  master, 
Mr.  Hoel,  of  Cincinnati,  who  so  creditably  volunteered  his  services  to  go  in  the 
Carondclet,  and  did  go  in  her,  although  he  was  attached  to  the  gunboat  Cin- 
cinnati. 

I  enclose  a  correspondence,  or  a  copy  of  it,  between  Major  General  Pope,  at 
New  Madrid,  and  myself,  in  relation  to  another  gunboat  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  for  his  relief  or  assistance. 

The  rebels  are  very  strongly  fortified  here,  and  seem  determined  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  maintain  their  position.  1  trust,  however,  when  General  Pope 
crosses  with  his  army  and  moves  upon  their  rear  that  we  shall  be  able,  by  an 
attack  in  front,  to  carry  the  place. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Flao-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Island  No.  10,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  avail  yourself  of  the  first  fog  or  rainy  night,  and  drift  yonr 
steamer  down  past  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore  and  Island  No.  10,  nntil 
you  reach  New  Madrid. 

I  assign  you  this  service,  as  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  capture  of  this 
place  that  a  gunboat  should  soon  be  at  New  Madrid  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
General  Pope's  army  while  he  crosses  at  that  point  to  the  opposite  or  to  the 
Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  that  he  may  move  his  army  up  to  Island  No.  10, 
and  attack  the  rebels  in  rear  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

Should  you  succeed  in  reaching  General  Pope,  you  will  freely  confer  with 
him,  and  adopt  his  suggestions,  so  far  as  your  superior  knowledge  of  what  yonr 
boat  will  perform  will  enable  you  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  his  force 
while  crossing  the  river. 
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You  will  also,  if  jou  have  coal,  and  tbe  current  of  the  river  will  permit,  steam 
up  the  river  when  the  army  moves,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  tneir  fortifica- 
tions. Still  you  will  act  cantiously  here,  as  your  own  will  he  the  only  boat 
below. 

Yon  will  capture  or  destrey  the  rebel  ateam  gunhoat  Grampus,  and  the  trans- 
ports, if  possible,  between  this  place  and  No.  10,  at  such  time  as  will  not  em- 
barraea  you  in  placing  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Pope,  at  the 
earliest  possible  time  an^r  leaving  this  place. 

On  this  delicate  and  somewhat  hasardous  service  to  which  I  assign  yon  I 
mu»t  enjoin  upon  you  the  importance  of  keeping  your  lights  secreted  in  tbe 
hold  or  put  out,  keeping  your  officers  and  men  from  speaking  at  all  when  passing 
the  forts  above  a  wnispcr,  and  then  only  on  duty,  and  of  using  every  other  pre- 
caution to  prevent  the  rebels  suspecting  that  yon  are  dropping  below  their 
batteries. 

If  you  successfully  perform  this  duty  assigned  you,  which  you  so  willingly 
nndertake,  it  will  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  you  and  all  belonging  to  your 
vessel,  and  I  donbt  not  but  that  the  government  will  fully  appreciate  and  reward 
you  for  a  service  which,  I  trust,  will  enable  the  army  to  cross  the  river  and 
make  a  paccessful  attack  in  rear  while  we  storm  the  batteries  in  front  of  this 
stronghold  of  the  rebels. 

Commending  you  and  all  who  compose  your  command  to  the  care  and  pro- 
tection of  God,  who  rules  tbe  world  and  directs  all  things,  I  am,  respectfully, 
your  obedient  Bcrvant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-OJicer. 

Commander  H.  Walkb, 

ComTnandiiig  Canmdelet. 

P.  S. — Should  you  meet  with  disaster,  you  will,  as  a  last  resort,  destroy  the 
steam  machinery,  and,  if  possible  to  escape,  set  fire  to  your  gunboat,  or  sink 
her,  and  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  bauds  of  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  F. 


Ukited  Statbs  Flao-Stbambr  Benton, 

OJ' bland  No.  10,  April  4,  1862. 

Gbnbbal  :  The  gunboat  Carondelet,  Commander  Walke,  left  her  anchorage 
this  evening,  at  10  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  dinnder-atorm,  for  the  purpose  of  running 
the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Island  No.  10  and  those  lining  the  Tennessee  shore, 
to  join  yonr  forces  at  New  Madrid.  By  a  {venoos  concerted  signal  of  tlu«e 
minute-guns,  twice  fired  at  intervals  of  five  minntoa,  which  hare  since  been 
heard,  as  near  as  the  d'  L^;.   i    ■  .    ■  ■         ■:  I  ■      ■■■    i-, .  itjii;!,  I.  i.l..   <w  i.i 

hope  that  the  blockad.'  1j;i-  I mu,  .-u,.'.  --(ull.>,  il'.lM..i;^h  \l:  I-jiII. ■]■!-■-  .'pcni'.l 

upon  her  with  forty-fc^ 

I  am,  therefore,  so  ix 
and  men  who  to  readily  i 
beg  you  will  immediai'.'Iy 
with  his  veseel.  and  the 
men. 

I  am,  leapeetAiUy, 

Hiuor  General  JoBX  PoPB, 

Commamiimg  Army  at  Xne  Madrid,  M- 
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HfiADaiTARTEItS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  MIS8I88IPPI, 

New  Madrid,  April  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received.  Captain  Walke  arrived 
safely  with  the  Carondelet,  not  a  shot  having  touched  her.  Officers  and  men 
are  in  good  condition  for  service. 

I  requested  Colonel  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  write  to  you  yes- 
terday in  relation  to  sending  another  one  of  the  gunboats,  and,  with  profound 
respect,  I  venture  to  urge  you  still  further  on  the  subject.  I  have  not  a  aoubt  bat 
that  one  of  them  could  run  the  batteries  without  any  serious  iniury.  Notwith- 
tftjinding  their  inferior  character,  the  enemy's  gunboats  pass  and  repass  our  bat- 
teries in  the  night  without  injury. 

My  best  artillerists — officers  of  the  regular  army,  of  many  years'  experience — 
state  positively  that  it  is  impossible,  in  the  night,  to  fire  with  any  kind  of  cer- 
tainty the  large  guns  (32b)  of  our  batteries,  especially  at  a  moving  object. 
The  shot  fired  at  the  Carondelct  passed  200  feet  atwve  her. 

I  am  thus  urgent,  sir,  because  the  lives  of  thousands  of  men,  and  the  success 
of  our  operations,  hang  upon  your  decision.  With  the  two  boats  all  is  safe ; 
with  one  it  is  uncertain.  The  lives  of  the  men  composing  this  army  are  in  my 
keeping,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  omitting  any  steps  to  fortify  this  move- 
ment against  any  accident  which  might  occasion  disaster  not  to  be  repaired. 

Certainly  the  risk  to  a  gunboat  running  down  in  the  night  is  not  nearly  so 
great,  and  involves  no  such  consequences,  as  the  risk  to  ten  thousand  meu  cross- 
ing a  great  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  excuse  me,  I  am  sure,  if  I  seem- urgent.  A  sense  of  duty  impels 
me  to  present  the  facts  as  forcibly  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE. 
Major  Crfnerat  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commatbding  Mistissippi  Flotilla. 


Flag-Steamer  Bentoft, 
Of  Island  No.  10,  AprU  6,  1862. 

General  :  Your  letter  of  this  day*s  date,  announcing  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
Carondelct  at  New  Madrid,  was  received  at  8  o'clock  this  evening.  The  tele- 
gram of  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  reached  me  a  few  minutes  later. 

Colonel  Bissel,  who  has  charge  of  the  steamers  and  baiges  now  in  the 
slough,  en  romte  to  New  Madrid,  has  requested  that  two  tugs,  even,  miglit  bo 
sent  to  you,  which  would,  with  arrangements  he  could  make,  enable  yoa  to 
transport  your  forces  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  case  it  was  deemed 
inexpedient  to  send  a  gunboat  for  that  purpose.  You,  yourself,  in  a  late  letter* 
apply  for  a  gunboat,  our  smallest  gimboat,  even,  for  that  purpose.  I  could  last 
night,  had  you  made  a  point  of  having  two  gunboats,  sent  them  with  comparative 
safety,  as  the  night  was  dark,  while  the  vivid  lightning  enabled  the  pilots  to  keep 
the  channel.  Again,  it  is  now  too  late  to  obtain  the  hay  and  other  necessary 
articles  for  the  protection  of  the  gunboat  to-night,  to  say  nothing  of  the  clear 
atmosphere,  rendering  a  boat  as  visible,  or  as  good  an  object  to  sight,  as  in  the 
daytime.  For  these  reasons  I  cannot,  neither  docs  a  single  navy  officer,  and,  I 
presume,  not  a  pilot,  in  the  squadron,  consider  that  a  gunboat  could  run  tlie 
blockade  to-night  without  an  almost  certainty  of  its  being  sunk  in  the  attempt, 
especially  if  the  guns  wei-e  served  with  any  degree  of  skill  or  ability  whatever. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  expression  in  your  letter,  •*  The  success  of  our  opemr 
tions  hangs  up  your  (my)  decision,"  especially  referring  to  my  directing  a  gun- 
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boat  to  attempt  running  the  blockade  in  this  clear  night ;  for,  in  mj  judgment, 
and  that  of  all  the  other  officers,  the  boat  might  as  well  expect  to  run  it  in  the 
daytime.  I  cannot  consider  the  running  of  your  blockade,  where  the  river  is 
nearly  a  mile  wide,  and  only  exposed  to  a  few  light  guns,  at  all  comparable  to 
running  it  here,  where  a  boat  has  not  only  to  pass  seven  batteries,  but  has  to 
be  kept  "head  on"  to  a  battery  of  eleven  heavy  guns  at  the  head  of  Island  No. 
10,  and  to  pass  within  300  yards  of  this  strong  battery.  If  it  did  not  sink  the 
gunboat,  we  would,  in  the  navy,  consider  the  gunners  totally  unfit  for  employ- 
ment in  the  service ;  and,  therefore,  my  responsibility  for  the  lives  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  my  charge  induces  me  to  decline  a  request  which  would, 
especially  without  protection  to  the  boat,  were  the  rebels  at  all  competent  to 
perform  their  duty,  result  in  the  sacrifice  of  the  boat,  her  officers,  and  men, 
which  sacrifice  I  should  not  be  justified  in  making — certainly  not  now,  when,  by 
your  own  admission,  it  will  be  easy  for  the  new  rebel  steamers,  reported  to  be  on 
their  way  up  the  river,  to  pass  your  batteries  in  the  night,  and  if  they  meet  my 
squadron,  reduced  by  loss,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  cope  with  them,  can  continue 
up  the  Mississippi  or  Ohio  to  St.  Louis  or  to  Cincinnati. 

In  view,  however,  of  rendering  you  all  the  aid  you  request,  and  no  doubt 
require,  while  I  regret  that  you  had  not  earlier  expressed  Uie  apprehension  of 
the  necessity  of  two  gunboats,  instead  of  the  smaller  gunboat,  I  will,  to-morrow, 
endeavor  to  prepare  another  boat ;  and  if  the  night  is  such  as  will  render  her 
running  the  blockade  without  serious  disaster  at  all  probable,  I  will  make 
the  attempt  to  send  you  the  additional  boat  requested  in  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date. 

I  am,  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag'Oficer  Commanding  Naval  ForceM^  Western  Waters, 

Major  General  John  Popb, 

Commanding  Army  at  New  Madrid. 


Unitbd  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Of  Island  No.  10,  AprU  5,  186S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  letters  and  papers  referring  to  our 
action  here  within  the  last  three  or  four  days. 

By  spiking  the  rebel  guns  in  one  fort,  and  compelling  the  floating  battery  to 
cut  adrift  from  her  moorings  on  the  following  dav  from  our  effective  fire  upon 
her,  these  have  enabled  the  Oarondelet,  Commander  Walke,  to  run,  as  I  hope, 
successfully  the  blockade,  and  join  General  Pope  at  New  Madrid,  who  has  b^n 
urging  me  to  send  him  one  or  two  gunboats  to  cover  his  troops  while  he  lands 
in  force  to  attack  them  in  front.  While  the  Oarondelet  was  running  the  block- 
ade last  night  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thnnder  storm,  the  batteries  opened  upon 
her  with  forty-seven  guns.  Still,  as  the  preconcerted  siraal  with  that  vessel  of 
firing  minute  guns  was  made  as  fiu*  as  the  heavy  thunder  would  enable  us  to 
hear,  1  trust  that  she  is  now  safely  at  New  Madrid. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag'Oficer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ^the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Telegrains.] 

Stbambr  Bbnton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  ApHl  7,  1862. 

Two  officers  have  this  instant  boarded  us  from  Island  No.  10,  stating  that,  bj 
order  of  their  commanding  officer,  they  are  ordered  to  surrender  Island  No.  10 
to  the  commodore  commanding  the  gunboats.  As  these  officers  know  nothing 
of  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  I  have  sent  Captain  Phelps  to  ascertain 
something  definite  on  the  subject.  I  will  telegraph  when  further  information  is 
received. 

With  General  Pope  now  advancing  from  New  Madrid  in  strong  force  to  attack 
in  rear,  I  am,  with  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  readv  to  attack  in  front,  while 
General  Buford  here  is  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces.  But  it  seems 
as  if  the  place  is  to  be  surrendered  without  further  defence. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag- Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flao-Stbambr  Bbnton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  April  8—1  a.  m. 

My  telegram,  three  hours  since,  informed  the  department  that  Island  No.  10 
had  surrendered  to  the  gunboats.  Captain  Phelps  has  this  instant  returned, 
after  having  had  an  interview  with  the  late  commandant.  I  have  reqneeted 
General  Buford,  commanding  the  troops,  to  proceed  immediately,  in  company 
with  two  of  the  gunboats,  and  take  possession  of  the  island.  The  batteries  on 
the  Tennessee  shore  have  been  hastily  evacuated,  where  we  shall  find,  no  doubt, 
in  the  morning,  large  quantities  of  munitions  of  war. 

I  communicate  with  General  Pope,  who  has,  under  cover  of  the  two  ganboata 
which  gallantly  ran  the  blockade  in  the  thunder  storm,  crossed  the  river  in  force, 
and  was  ready,  as  well  as  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with  General  Buford  and 
his  troops,  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  upon  the  rebels,  had  they  not  so 
hastily  evacuated  the  Tennessee  shore  and  surrendered  Island  No.  10. 

A  full  report  will  be  made  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  possession  of  the  land 
batteries  and  I  am  able  to  communicate  with  General  Pope. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag' Officer,  de. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram,  via  Cairo.] 

Flag-Stbambr  Bbnton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  April  8,  1868. 

This  morning  at  2  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  thunder  storm,  the  gtmboat  Pittsbni^, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  ran  the  blockade,  under  fire  of  seventy- 
three  guns,  and  has  probably  reached  New  Madrid,  and  is  now  with  the  Caron- 
delet,  Commodore  Walke,  as  reports  of  heavy  guns  are  heard  opening  upon  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore,  to  destroy  them,  that  General  Pope,  with 
his  army,  may  land  on  the  Tennessee  side,  preparatory  to  moving  to  attack  the 
rear  of  the  rebels  at  this  place  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

A.  n.  FOOTE, 
Flag' Officer,  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       497 


Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Island  No.  10,  April  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  my  report  to  the 
department  of  the  surrender  of  Island  No.  10. 

1  also  send  a  copy  of  the  rebel  navy  signals.  Commander  Kilty,  of  the  gun- 
boat Mound  City,  captured  the  signal-book,  signals,  and  telegraphic  dictionary. 
As  we  shall  probably  meet  the  rebel  gunboats,  1  retain  the  signal-book,  wliich 
is  almost  a  copy  from  ours.  I  will  soon  send  the  drawings  and  plans  of  the 
celebrated  floating  battery,  which  lies  submerged  between  here  and  New  Madrid. 

General  Pope  is  now  with  me,  and  reports  that  he  has  captured  6,000  prisoners, 
including  three  generals.  He  wishes  to  move  an  army  of  25,000  men  down 
the  river,  but  as  time  is  important,  and  I  am  ready  to  move  with  the  flotilla,  I 
have  asked  him  to  send  some  3,000  or  5,000  with  us,  by  which  I  hope  to  move 
on  Fort  Pillow  by  day  after  to-morrow.  It  is  important  that  an  early  move 
should  be  made  on  our  part  on  Fort  Pillow,  before  the  rebels  recover  from  their 
panic,  and  then  we  are  on  to  Memphis. 

I  write  in  the  greatest  haste,  and  trust  that  this  incoherent  report  will  be 
excused. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Ship  Benton, 
Island  No.  10,  April  8,  1862,  fvia  Cairo. J 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  I  sent  the  telegram  last 
night,  announcing  the  surrender  to  me  of  Island  No.  10,  possession  has  been 
taken  of  both  the  island  and  the  works  upon  the  Tennessee  shore  by  the  gun- 
boats and  the  troops  under  command  of  General  Buford.  Seventeen  officers 
and  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  privates,  besides  one  hundred  of  their  sick 
and  one  hundred  men  employed  on  board  the  transports,  are  in  our  hands,  uncon- 
ditional prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  caused  a  hasty  examination  to  be  made  of  the  forts,  batteries,  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  captured.  There  are  eleven  earthworks,  with  seventy  heavy 
cannon,  varying  in  calibre  from  32  to  lOO-pounders,  rifled.  The  magazines  are 
well  supplied  with  powder,  and  there  are  large  quantities  of  ^hot,  shells,  and 
other  munitions  of  war,  and  also  great  quantities  of  provisions.  Four  steamers 
afloat  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  two  others,  with  the  rebel  gunboat  Gram- 
pus, are  sunk,  but  will  be  easily  raised.  The  floating  battery  of  sixteen  heavy 
guns,  turned  adrift  by  the  rebels,  is  said  to  be  lying  on  the  Missouri  shore  below 
New  Madrid.  Two  wharf  boats,  loaded  with  provisions,  are  also  in  our  posses- 
sion. 

The  enemy  upon  the  main  land  appears  to  have  fled  with  great  precipitation 
after  dark  last  night,  leaving  in  many  cases,  half-prepared  meals  in  their  quarters ; 
and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  concert  of  action  between  the  rebels  upon  the 
island  and  those  occupying  the  shore,  but  the  latter  fled,  leaving  the  former  to 
their  fate.  These  worts,  erected  with  the  highest  engineering  skill,  are  of  great 
strength,  and,  with  their  natural  advantages,  would  have  been  impregnable  if 
defended  by  men  flghting  in  a  better  cause. 

A  combined  attack  of  the  naval  and  land  forces  would  have  taken  place  this 
afternoon  pr  to-morrow  morning  had  not  the  rebels  abandoned  this  stronghold. 
To  mature  these  plans  of  attack  absolutely  required  the  last  twenty-three  days 
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of  preparation.  General  Pope  is  momentarily  expected  to  arrive  with  his  army 
at  this  point,  he  having  successfully  crossed  the  river  yesterday,  under  a  heavy 
fire,  which,  no  doubt,  led  to  the  hasty  abandonment  of  the  works  last  night.  I 
am  unofficially  informed  that  the  two  gunboats  which  so  gallantly  ran  the  fire  of 
the  rebel  batteries  a  few  nights  since  yesterday  attacked  and  reduced  a  fort  of 
the  enemy  opposite,  mounting  eight  heavy  guns. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  order  of  General  Mackall  on  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  rebel  forces  on  the  5th  instant : 

"Headquarters  Madrid  Bend,  April  5,  1862. 

"  Soldiers  :  AYe  are  strangers,  commander  and  commanded,  each  to  the  other. 
Let  me  tell  you  who  I  am.  I  am  a  general  made  by  Beauregard ;  a  general 
selected  by  Beauregard  and  Bragg  for  this  command  when  they  knew  it  was  in 
peril.  They  have  known  me  for  twenty  years ;  together  we  have  stood  on  the 
fields  of  Mexico.  Give  them  you  confidence  now ;  give  it  to  me  when  I  have 
earned  it. 

"  Soldiers,  the  Mississippi  valley  is  intrusted  to  your  courage,  to  your  disci- 
pline, to  your  patience.  Exhibit  the  vigilance  and  coolness  of  last  night,  and 
hold  it. 

"  W.  D.  MACKALL, 
"  Brigadier  General  Commanding^.*' 

I  regret  that  the  painful  condition  of  my  foot,  still  requiring  me  to  use  crutches, 
prevented  me  from  making  a  personal  examination  of  the  works.  I  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  delegate  that  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps, 
of  the  flag-ship  Benton. 

I  am,  sir,  res<pectfully,  &c., 

A.  IL  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Engagejnenl  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg  with  the  enemy  in  the  vicimitif  of 

New  Madrid,  April  6,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Mand  No.  10,  Apnl  ll,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Commander  Walke,  of  the 
gunboat  Carondelet,  detailing  the  services  rendered  by  him,  and  the  Pittsbiuv, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  New  Madrid,  from  whidi 
it  will  bo  seen  that  the  boats  opened  upon  and  effectually  silenced  and  captured 
several  heavy  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  on  the  6tli  and  7th 
instant,  without  which  destruction  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  General 
Pope  to  have?  crosr*ed  the  river  for  the  j^urpoKe  of  attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear 
at  No.  10,  while  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  would  make  the  attack  in  front. 

There  haf*  been  an  effective  and  harmoniourt  co-operation  between  the  land 
find  naval  fore(!S,  which  has,  under  Providence,  led  to  the  glorious  result  of  the 
fall  of  this  ^stronghold,  No.  10,  with  the  ganison  and  ninnititions  of  war,  and  I 
regret  to  se(?  in  tin?  despatclufs  of  Major  (Jeneral  Ilalleck,  from  St.  Louis,  no 
referenc(?  is  made  to  the  capture  of  forts,  and  the  continuous  shelling  of  gun  and 
mcatar  boats,  and  the  navy's  receiving  the  surrender  of  No.  10,  when,  in  reality, 
it  i*honld  be  recorded  as  an  historical  fact  that  both  services  equally  contributed 
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to  the  victory — a  bloodless  victory — more  creditable  to  humanity  than  if  thous- 
ands had  been  slain. 

I  also  enclose  reports  from  Lieutenants  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  the 
gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  in  the  Tennessee,  giving  a  graphic  account  of 
that  great  battle,  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  these  boats  near  Pittsburg ; 
stating  that  *'  when  the  left  wing  of  our  army  was  being  driven  into  the  river, 
at  short  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  them,  silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  hear 
from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totally  demoralizing  his  forces,  and  driving 
them  from  their  position  in  a  perfect  rout,  in  the  space  of  ten  minutest 

These  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  those  of  Commander  Walke,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pittsburg,  behaved  with  a  degree  of  gal- 
lantry highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  the  navy. 

I  proceed  to-day,  with  the  entire  flotilla,  to  New  Madrid,  and  leave  to-morrow 
for  Fort  Pillow,  or  the  next  point  down  the  river  which  may  attempt  to  resist 
the  raising  of  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Off  Tiptonville,  Tenn,,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  General  Pope,  I  received  on 
board  (General  Grainger  and  staff  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  to  this  place,  making  an  extensive 
reconnoissance. 

On  our  way  down  we  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  some  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries on  the  Tennessee  side,  and  on  our  way  back  we  attacked  one  of  two  seige 
guns,  28-pouiiders,  which  had  engaged  us.  We  disabled  and  spiked  these  guns 
without  receiving  any  injury.  The  remainder  of  the  enemy's  batteries  fired 
upon  us  on  our  way  to  New  Madrid,  as  long  as  we  were  within  range. 

After  my  return  to  New  Madrid  Gtmeral  Pope  informed  me  of  your  intention 
to  send  another  gunboat,  and  requested  that  I  should  go  down  the  river  and 
destroy  the  remaining  rebel  batteries  above  Point  Pleasant. 

At  dawn  the  following  morning,  and  after  a  given  signal,  he  would  land  his 
army  and  attack  that  of  the  enemy  at  or  near  Island  No.  10.  The  Pittsburg 
did  not  arrive  until  5  o'clock  in  the  morning;  but,  as  the  transports,  (one  at  least,) 
without  troops  on  board,  were  under  way,  going  down,  I  got  under  way  at  6.30, 
(having  ordered  Commander  Thompson  verbally,  and  by  signal,  to  follow  my 
motions,)  and  proceeded  down  to  the  enemy's  lower  and  heaviest  battery,  con- 
sisting of  one  64-pound  gun  and  two  64-pound  seige  howitzers.  We  opened  a 
constant,  deliberate,  and  well-directed  fire  upon  it  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
feebly  assisted  by  our  batteries  on  shore,  when  the  enemy  slackened  his  fire. 
A  shot  passed  through  our  fourth  cutter  and  starboard  quarter,  cutting  away  the 
sheave  of  our  wheel -rope,  striking  our  stern -gun,  and  bounding  over  our  stem. 
About  this  time  the  l^ittsburg  commenced  firing  at  long  range,  as  she  came 
down.  As  soon  as  our  sti»ering  gear  was  repaired,  I  gradually  closed  on  the 
enemy,  firing  a  shot  now  and  then,  (the  Pittsburg,  at  a  distance  astern,  throwing 
shell  in  a  dangerous  position  across  our  bow,)  until  the  fort  was  deserted  by  the 
enemy.  1  spiked  ^nd  disabled  the  guns  of  this  fort,  and  I  then  proceeded  up 
300  yards  further,  and  found  a  64-pounder  seige  howitzer  dismounted ;  300 
yards  further  on  I  spiked  another  64-pounder  seige  howitzer,  and  480  yards 
further  we  found  a  fine  64-pound  gim  on  a  pivot,  spiked,  and  being  deserted  by 
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the  enemy,  who  set  lire  to  a  private  residence  there,  and  upon  whom  we  fired  as 
they  ran  off.  A  Isly^o  quantity  of  ammunition  was  left  by  them  at  each  fort. 
'  I  then  made  the  required  signal,  crossed  over  to  our  army,  received  further  iu- 
stnictions  from  General  Pope,  and  covered  their  disembarkment  on  the  Tennessee 
shore,  at  the  captured  fort,  above  Point  Pleasant.  At  evening  we  steamed  down 
to  our  camp  opposite  the  enemy's  fort  at  this  place,  and  headed  the  gunboats  for 
the  enemy's  battery  until  early  this  morning,  when  we  got  under  way  and 
crossed  over  to  Tiptonville,  the  enemy  having  disappeared. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  during  the  trials  and  dangers  of  their 
battles,  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  coolness  and  ability ;  to  do  jus- 
lice  to  many  of  whom  will  require  a  more  special  letter. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander,  U,  S.  N. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Naval  Forces j  Western  Waters. 


United  States  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Pittsburg,  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy  attacked  our  lines  ou 
the  left  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  at  6.30,  and,  by  his  overwhelming  num- 
bers, forced  our  men  to  fall  back  in  some  confusion.  At  9.25,  finding  that  the 
rebels  were  still  driving  our  left  wing  back,  I  steamed  up  to  a  point  one  mile 
above  Pittsburg,  taking  a  good  position  to  support  our  troops,  should  they  be 
forced  down  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  10.15  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant 
<Jommanding  Shirk,  joined  me,  having  come  up  from  Crump's  Landing.  After 
a  short  time  she  returned,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  command  of  General 
Wallace,  which  occupied  that  point. 

Not  having  received  any  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  in  regard 
to  the  service  to  be  rendered  by  the  gunboats,  I  awaited  them  patiently,  although, 
for  an  hour  or  more,  shot  and  shell  were  falling  all  around  us.  Feeling  that, 
could  some  system  of  communication  be  established,  the  Tyler  might  he  of 
gri^nt  advantage  to  our  left  wing,  at  1  25  p.  m.  I  sent  an  officer,  requesting  that 
1  might  be  allowed  to  open  on  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  batteries  and 
•advancing  forces  of  the  enemy.  General  Ilurlburt,  who  commanded  on  our  left, 
sent  me  word  to  do  so,  giving  me  directions  how  to  fire  that  I  might  do  it  with 
no  danger  to  our  troops,  and  expressing  himself  grat(»ful  for  this  offer  of  support, 
saying  that  without  reinforcements  he  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  posi- 
tion he  then  occupied  for  an  hour.  Therefore,  at  2.50,  I  opened  fire  in  the  line 
directed,  with  good  effect,  silencing  their  battery  on  our  left;  at  3.50  ceased 
'firing,  and  dropped  down  opposite  the  landing  at  Pittsburg. 

Sent  Mr.  Peters,  gunner,  on  shore,  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  for 
'.further  instructions.  His  response  was,  to  us(*  my  own  judgment  in  the  matter. 
At  4  p.  m.  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  having  arrived  from 
Crump's  Landing,  the  l'y^^r»  ^"  company  with  the  Lexington,  took  position 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  above  Pittsburg,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  rebel  batteries  on  their  right,  the  missiles  from  which  were  falling  all 
around  us.  We  silenced  them  in  thirty  minutes.  At  5.30,  the  rebels  having 
succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  on  our  left,  an  eighth  of  a  mile  above  the  landing 
at  Pittsburg  and  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  both  vessels  opened  a  heavy  and 
well-directed  fire  on  them,  and  in  a  short  time,  in  conjunction  with  our  artilleiy 
•on  shore,  succeeded  in  silencing  their  artillery,  driving  them  back  in /confusion* 
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At  6  p.  m.  the  Tyler  opened  deliberate  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's 
right  wing,  throwing  5'-'  and  10"  shell;  at  6.25  ceased  firing. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  Tyler  again  opened  fire,  by  direction  of  General  Nelson,  (wha 
greatly  distinguished  himself  in  yesterday's  engagement,)  throwuig  5",  10",  and 
15"  shell  and  an  occasional  shrapnel  from  the  howitzer,  at  intervals  of  ten  min- 
utes, in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  right  wing,  until  1  a.  m.,  when  the  Lexing- 
ton relieved  us,  and  continued  the  fire  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  till  5  a.  m.» 
when,  our  land  forces  having  attacked  the  enemy,  forcing  them  gradually  back,, 
it  made  it  dangerous  for  the  gunboats  to  fire. 

At  7  1  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant— enclosed  is  a  copy — 
which  prevented  the  gunboats  taking  an  active  part  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
day.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Sliirk  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  the  battery  of  the  Lexington  was  served.  At  5.35  p.  m.  the 
enemy  were  forced  to  retreat  in  haste,  having  contested  every  inch  of  ground, 
with  great  stubbornness  during  the  entire  day. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  displayed  their  usual  gallantry  and  en- 
thusiasm during  the  entire  day  and  night.  Your  "  old  wooden  boats,"  I  feel 
confident,  rendered  invaluable  service,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  land  forces^ 
Gunner  Herman  Peters  deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and  courageous 
manner  in  which  he  traversed  our  lines,  conveying  communications  from  this 
vessel  to  the  commanding  general. 

The  rebels  had  a  force  of  100,000  men.  A.  S.  Johnson,  (killed,  body  found 
on  the  field,)  Beauregard,  Hardee,  Bragg,  and  Polk  being  their  commanding- 
generals.  Governor  Johnson,  provisional  governor  of  Kentucky,  is  a  prisoner 
in  our  hands,  mortally  wounded.  Loss  severe  on  both  sides;  ours  probably 
10,000  ;  the  rebels  suffered  a  much  greater  one.  I  think  this  has  been  a  crush- 
ing blow  to  the  rebellion. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  either  of  the  gunboats. 

The  Tyler  expended  188  shell,  four  solid  shot,  two  stand  of  grape,  and  six 
shrapnel.     Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Wn.  GWIN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Division  of  Crunhoatt  on  Tennessee  River. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naral  Forres  on  Western  Waters, 


United  States  Gunboat  Lexington, 

Pittsburgh  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  while  lying  at  Crump's  Landing,  I 
heard  severe  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg.  I  got  under  way,  and 
stood  up  the  river  to  communicate  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  of  the 
Tyler. 

Upon  my  reaching  this  place  I  found  that  an  attack  had  been  made  by  the 
rebels  in  force.  1  returned  to  Crump's  to  support  the  division  under  command 
of  General  Lew  Wallace,  when  I  found  that  his  division  had  proceeded  to  join 
the  main  force,  back  of  Pittsburg  Landing. 

I  then  steamed  back  to  this  place,  and  no  instructions  reaching  the  gunboats 
from  the  commanding  general  on  shore,  we  were  forced  to  remain  inactive  hearers 
of  tlie  desperate  fight,  until  the  left  wing  of  our  forces  having  been  forced  back 
and  completely  turned,  and  the  rebels  getting  so  near  the  river  that  the  missiles 
from  their  batteries  fell  thick  and  fast  over  and  around  us,  enabled  us  to  use  our 
great  guns  with  such  effect  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  silenced  in  thirtjr 
minutes. 
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This  was  between  4.10  and  4.40  p.  m.  Again,  at  5.35,  the  enemy  having 
gained  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  within  an  eighth  of  a  mile  of  the 
landing  and  of  the  transports,  we  again,  with  the  Tyler,  opened  fire  upon  them, 
silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totally 
demoralizing  his  forces,  and  driving  them  from  their  position,  in  a  perfect  rout, 
in  the  space  often  minutes. 

The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  land  forces  then  ceased.  At  eight  o'clock  I 
went  down  to  Crump's  Landing,  and  finding  that  everything  was  quiet  there 
returned  to  this  place. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  7th  I  relieved  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
in  a  position  immediately  above  the  landing,  and  fired,  until  daylight,  a  shell 
every  fifteen  minutes  into  the  enemy's  camp. 

Yesterday,  at  daylight,  the  fight  recommenced  between  the  two  parties  on 
shore,  and  continued  until  5  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  a  hurried  retreat. 

The  gunboats  occupying  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines  not  being  allowed 
to  fire,  I  spent  the  morning  and  part  of  the  afternoon  in  acts  of  mercy ;  picking 
up  the  wounded  who  had  found  their  way  to  the  river,  and  conveying  them  to 
the  hospital  boats. 

I  must  say  that  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  whom 
I  have  the  honor  to  command,  displayed  upon  this  occasion,  as  often  before,  are 
beyond  all  praise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 
Lieutenant  Commanding^, 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

United  States  Natnjj  Commanding  United  States 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters^  Cairo,  Illinois. 


Thanks  of  the  department  to  certain  officers. 

Navy  Department,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  department  desires  you  to  convey  to  Commander  Henry  Walke  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet,  also  to  Acting  First  Master  Hoel,  of  the 
Cincinnati,  who  volunteered  for  the  occasion,  its  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  sac- 
cessftil  service  rendered  in  running  the  Carondelet  past  the  rebel  batteries  on  the 
night  of  the  4th  instant.  It  was  a  daring  and  heroic  act,  well  executed,  and 
deserving  of  special  recognition. 

Commendation  is  also  to  be  extended  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Pittsburg, 
who,  in  like  manner,  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  performed  a  similar  service. 
These  fearless  acts  dismayed  the  enemy,  enabled  the  army  under  General  Pope 
to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  eventuated  in  the  surrender  to  yourself  of  Island  No. 
10,  and  finally  in  the  capture,  by  General  Pope,  of  the  forts  on  the  TenncBsee 
shore,  and  the  retreating  rebels  under  General  Mackall. 

I  would  also,  in  this  connexion,  render  the  acknowledgments  which  are  justly 
due  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  several  boats  who,  in  conjunction  with  a  de- 
tachment of  the  forty-second  Illinois  regiment,  under  Colonel  Roberts,  captured 
the  finst  rebel  batteiy  and  spiked  the  guns  on  Island  No.  10  on  the  night  of  the 
1st  instant.  Such  services  are  duly  appreciated  by  the  department,  which  ex- 
tends its  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  the  achievement. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Flag-Officer  A.  II.  Foote, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Flotilla,  ifc,,  Cairo,  Illinois, 
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Destruction  of  trestle-work  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad. 

United  States  Gunboat  Tyleh, 

Pittsburg,  Tennessee^  April  14,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  convoyed  two 
transports,  containing  two  thousand  troops,  infantry  and  cavalrv,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Sherman,  to  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  where  they  disembarked 
and  proceeded  rapidly  to  Bear  Creek  bridge,  the  crossing  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  and  as  much  of  the  irestle- 
work  as  they  could  find. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  successful.  The  bridge, 
consisting  of  two  spans,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  each,  waa  completely  destroyed, 
(i.  f .,  the  superstructure,)  together  with  some  ^Ye  hundred  feet  of  trestle-work  and 
half  a  mile  of  telegraph  line. 

The  rebels  made  a  feeble  resistance  to  our  cavalry,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
in  number,  but  soon  made  a  hasty  retreat,  losing  four  killed  ;  our  loss,  none. 

I  regret  to  state  that,  in  firing  a  salute  on  the  12th,  John  D.  Seymour,  boat- 
swain's mate,  was  so  much  injured  by  the  premature  discharge  of  a  gun  as  to 
caue»e  his  death  yesterday  morning. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  and  those  under  your  command,  on  your  great 
success  at  Island  No.  10.  Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  &x., 

WILLIAM  GWIN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Division  of  Ctunboats  on  Tennessee  River, 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters, 


Flag' Officer  Foote  reports  having  gone  to  New  Madrid  from  Island  No.  10. 

Flag-Steamer  Bentox, 

Of  Fort  Pillow,  April  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  proceeded  with  the 
flotilla  from  Island  No.  10  to  New  Madrid,  and  left  that  place  with  all  our  force 
on  the  12th  instant,  and  anchored  the  same  evening  near  and  just  below  the 
Arkansas  line,  fifty  miles  distant  from  New  Madrid. 

Early  in  the  morning  General  Pope,  with  transports  conveying  his  army  of 
twenty  thousand  men,  arrived  from  New  Madrid.  At  8  o'clock  five  rebel  gun- 
boats rounded  the  point  below  us,  when  the  gunboats,  the  Benton  in  advance, 
immediately  got  under  way  and  proceeded  in  pursuit ;  and  when  within  long 
range  opened  upon  the  rebels,  followed  by  the  Carondelet,  and  Cincinnati,  and 
the  other  boats.  After  an  exchange  of  some  twenty  shots,  the  rebel  boats  rapidly 
steamed  down  the  river  and  kept  beyond  our  range  until  they  reached  the  bat- 
teries of  Fort  Pillow,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty  miles.  We  followed  them 
to  \^Htliin  a  mile  of  Fort  Pillow,  within  easy  range  of  their  batteries,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  good  reconnoissance,  at  considerable  expense,  however;  but  it 
was  not  till  we  had  rounded  to  and  ran  some  distance  up  stream  when  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  us,  and  then  with  no  effect,  their  shot,  most  of  them,  eoing  be- 
yond us.  Having  accomplished  our  object,  I  tied  the  flotilla  up  to  me  banks 
on  the  Tennessee  side,  out  of  range  of  the  forts,  for  the  night. 

General  Pope,  with  Assistant  Secretary  Scott,  came  aboard  at  3  p.  m.,  when 
it  was  arranged  that  the  mortar-boats  should  be  placed  in  the  morning  on  the 
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Arkansas  shore,  within  ranf^e  of  the  forts,  to  be  protected  by  the  gunboats,  and 
General  Pope,  with  most  of  his  force,  should  land  five  miles  above,  with  the  view 
of  getting  his  army,  if  possibk?,  to  the  rear  of  the  fortifications  and  make  the 
attack  in  rear,  while  we  should,  with  gun  and  mortar-boats,  attack  them  in  front. 

This  place  has  a  long  line  of  fortifications,  with  guns  of  heavy  calibre;  their 
number  and  the  number  of  their  men  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain. 
The  secession  feeling  hei*e,  as  I  learn  from  several  persons  coming  on  board,  id 
very  strong,  and  they  express  the  opinion  that  the  resistance  will  be  very  de- 
termined. 

Three  jp,  m, — General  Pope  has  returned  with  his  transports,  and  informs  me 
that  he  is  unable  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  rebels  from  any  point  of  the  river  above, 
and  proposes  to  cut  a  canal  on  the  Arkansas  side,  which  will  enable  us  to  get 
three  or  four  of  the  gunboats  below,  and  thus  enable  him  to  cross  the  river  below 
the  upper  forts,  and  thus  cut  off  the  batteries.  We  shall  thus  have  three  iron- 
clad boats  above  and  four  below,  which  I  presume  will  be  all  that  will  be  re- 
quired in  case  the  six  gunboats  of  the  rebels  make  an  attack  upon  either  division, 
as  three  of  our  gunboats  ought  successfully  to  cope  with  six  of  theirs. 

The  mortars  are  now  firing,  and  have  driven  the  rebel  gunboats  out  of  range 
down  the  river. 

I  shall  continue  to  keep  the  department  advised  of  our  movements. 

The  effects  of  my  wound  have  quite  a  dispiriting  effect  upon  me  from  the  in- 
creased inflammation  and  swelling  of  my  foot  and  leg,  which  have  induced  a 
febrile  action,  depriving  me  of  a  good  deal  of  sleep  and  energy.  I  cannot  give 
the  wound  that  attention  and  rest  it  absolutely  requires  until  this  place  is 
captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag' Officer  Footers  report  of  operations  off  Fort  Pillow, 

United  States  Flaq-Steambb  Benton, 

Off  Fort  PiUow,  April  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterday,  and  the  day 
preceding,  I  had,  with  General  Pope,  made  such  arrangements,  by  combining  our 
own  with  tlie  forces  of  the  anny,  that  our  possession  of  this  stronghold  seemed 
to  bo  inevitable  in  less  than  six  days.  I  had  even  stronger  hopes  of  this  de- 
sirable result  than  I  entertained  even  at  No.  10,  till  the  actual  surrender  was 
tendered.  Our  object  then,  after  leaving  a  force  to  garrison  the  place,  was  to 
proceed  to  Memphis  immediately,  where,  I  have  good  authority  for  stating,  we 
would  have  been  received  without  opposition.  But  the  sudden  withdrawal  of 
the  entire  army  of  General  Pope  this  morning,  under  orders  to  proceed  directly 
up  the  Tennessee  river  to  join  General  Halleck*s  command  at  Pittsburg,  has 
fnistrated  the  best  matured  and  most  hopeful  plans  and  expectiitions  thus  far 
formed  in  this  expedition.  Two  voluntc^er  regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Fitch,  wen^  left  hen;  by  General  Pope  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla.  While  I 
deeply  regret  the  withdrawal  of  General  Pop(i*»  command,  I  am  not  at  all  ques- 
tioning the  propriety,  and  even  the  necessity,  of  its  presence  at  Pittsburg,  and 
I  shall  use  every  exertion  with  the  force  remaining  to  accomplish  good  results. 

It  is  a  great  object  to  obtain  early  ])ossession  of  this  place  and  Memphis,  as 
ten  of  the  rebel  gunboats  are  now  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  ten  others  arc  reported  as 
en  route  ia  Memphis,  and  daily  (expected  at  that  place.     It  is  reported  that 
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Commodore  Hollins  left  Fort  Pillow  on  Sunday  to  bring  up  the  heavy  gunboat 
Louisiana,  now  about  completed  at  New  Orleans.  With  the  exception  of  this 
vessel,  however,  we  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  other  rebel  gunboats,  ac- 
cording to  the  representation  of  the  four  or  six  deserters  lately  coming  to  us 
from  the  gunboats  at  Fort  Pillow.  At  all  events,  the  department  may  rest  as- 
sured of  every  exertion  being  made  on  our  part  to  accomplish  the  great  work 
intrusted  to  this  expedition.  #  #  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/,  Washington,  D,  C, 


United  States  Flao-Steamer  Benton, 

Off'  Fort  Pillow,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  communi- 
cation of  the  17th  instant,  we  have  been  occasionally  throwing  shells  into  the 
rebel  fortifications  fVom  the  mortar  boats,  which  have  been  returned  from  their 
rifled  guns,  without  producing  any  efifect.  Ours  have  compelled  one  encamp- 
ment to  remove  its  quarters,  and  from  several  deserters  we  learn  have  otherwise 
discomforted  them. 

One  or  two  examinations  made  by  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  two  regi- 
ments left  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla  by  General  Pope  on  withdrawing  his 
army,  have  been  unsuccessful,  thus  far,  in  finding  a  bayou  for  our  boats,  and  a 
position  below  Fort  Pillow,  where  a  battery  can  be  placed  to  command  the  river 
below.  I  shall  again  render  him  assistance  by  sending  over  small  boats,  in  hopes 
that  at  a  distance  further  up  the  river  we  maybe  able  to  discover  a  bayou  lead- 
ing into  a  lake,  in  which  water  sufficient  may  be  found  for  our  gunboats,  with  a 
view  of  erecting  a  battery  under  their  protection,  which  will  blockade  the  river 
below  and  enable  his  force,  although  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  men,  to  come 
upon  the  rebels  in  rear,  while,  with  the  remaining  gunboats  here,  we  attack 
them  in  front. 

I  am  greatly  exercised  about  our  position  here,  on  account  of  the  withdrawal 
of  the  army  of  20,000  men,  so  importaijt  an  element  to  the  capture  of  the  place. 
Fort  Pillow  has  for  its  defence  at  least  forty  heavy  guns  in  position  and  nine 
gunboats — six  of  them,  however,  being  wooden  boats,  but  armed  with  heavy 
guns — with  a  force  of  six  thousand  troops.  Our  force  consists  of  seven  iron- 
clad and  one  wooden  gunboat,  sixteen  mortar-boats,  only  available  in  throwing 
shells  at  a  distance,  and  even  worse  than  useless  for  defence,  and  a  land  force 
of  two  regiments,  not  exceeding  1,500  troops.  Under  these  circumstances  an 
attack  on  our  part,  unless  we  can  at  first  establish  a  battery  below  the  fort  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  gunboats,  and  to  co-operate  with  it  after  its  completion, 
would  be  extremely  hazardous,  although  its  attempt  might  prove  successful,  and 
even  be  gf)od  policy  under  other  circumstances ;  but  it  can  hardly  now  be  so  re- 
gjirded,  jis  a  disaster  would  place  all  that  we  have  gained  on  this  and  other 
rivers  at  the  mercy  of  the  rebel  fleet,  unless  the  batteries  designed  to  command 
the  river  from  below  are  completed  at  No.  10,  or  at  Columbus,  which  I  very 
much  doubt.  I  therefore  hesitate  about  a  direct  attack  upon  this  place  now, 
more  than  I  should  were  the  river  above  properly  protected,  although  by  it  and 
loss  of  time  the  rebels  may  succeed  in  getting  up  to  Fort  Pillow  their  entijre 
fleet  of  gunboats.  As  1  stated  in  my  last  communication,  had  not  General 
l*ope's  army  been  withdrawn  we  have  every  reason  for  believing  that  a  plan  we 
had  adopted  would  have  insured  the  fall  of  Fort  Pillow  in  four  days,  and  enabled 
us  to  have  moved  on  Memphis  in  two  days  afterwards.     It  has  always  been  my 
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expectation  that  a  large  army  would  co-operate  with  the  gunboats,  and  now  the 
fall  of  Corinth  and  movements  of  our  troops  on  to  Memphis  seem  to  be  essential 
to  our  holding  this  place  and  reaching  Memphis  with  the  flotilla.     •     •     • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-OJicer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C, 


United  States  Flag-Strameb  Benton, 

Of  Fort  Pillow,  April  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  communi- 
cation, with  the  exception  of  a  day  or  two,  when  the  heavy  rains  caused  the 
mortars  to  recoil  dangerously  on  the  wet  platform,  we  have  been  shelling  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  most  of  the  time  kept  their  gunboats  beyond 
our  range.  Colonel  Fitch,  in  command  of  the  1,200  infantry  left  here  hy  Gen- 
eral Pope,  has  been  examining  bayous  and  creeks,  with  a  view  of  getting  guns 
to  blockade  the  river,  and  prevent  the  new  gunboats  from  coming  up  from  New 
Orleans  and  Memphis ;  but  as  the  rebels  are  in  great  force,  and  no  tools  or  con- 
veniences for  cutting  through  the  swamps  were  left  by  General  Pope  when  his 
army,  so  unfortunately  for  us,  was  withdrawn,  he  has  made  as  yet  no  satisfactory 
progress. 

I  am  doing  all  iu  my  power  towards  devising  ways  and  means  preparatory  to 
a  successful  attack  on  the  forts,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so ;  but  as  die  capture 
of  this  place  was  predicated  upon  a  large  land  force  co-operating  with  the  flotilla, 
or  its  being  turned  by  the  army  marching  upon  Memphis,  and  considering  the 
difficulties  of  fighting  the  flotilla  down  stream  with  our  slow  boats  compared  with 
up-stream  work,  the  department  will  not  be  surprised  at  our  delay  and  having 
made  no  further  progress  towards  the  capture  of  this  stronghold  of  the  rebels. 
I  shall,  however,  do  all  in  my  power  to  be  successful  here,  and  exert  myself,  even 
beyond  my  impaired  health  and  strength,  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this 
great  object. 

The  rebels  are  strongly  fortified  on  land,  and  have  eleven  gunboats  lying  near, 
or  rather  below  their  fortifications.  A  resident  of  the  place  informs  me  this 
morning  that  thirteen  gunboats  are  now  here,  seven  of  which,  however,  are  mere 
river  t*teamers  with  boilers  and  machinery  sunk  into  the  hold,  and  otherwise  pro- 
tected ;  but  they  carry  from  four,  six,  to  eight  guns  of  heavy  calibre,  some  of 
which  are  rifled.  The  other  boats  are  iron-plated  or  filled  in  with  cotton.-  The 
large  steamer  of  sixteen  or  twenty  guns  being  plated,  and  named  the  ''Louisiaua," 
has  not  arrived,  but  is  daily  expected  from  New  Orleans. 

I  have  thus  given  the  department  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  from  the 
most  reliable  sources — from  resident  Union  men,  and  the  twelve  deserters  from 
the  enemy,  whose  accounts,  however,  are  conflicting,  many  of  them  giving  fabu- 
lous numb(.'rs  of  men,  guns,  and  gunboats.  We  have  not  force  enough  to  hold 
the  place  if  we  take  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  U.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

P.  S.  In  a  picket  skirmish  yesterday  the  rebels  lost  one  killed,  and  one  or 
two  wounded.     No  loss  on  our  side. 

A.  H.  P. 
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Captain  C.  H.  Daviis  report  of  an  engagement  tcith  rebel  gunboats  of  Fort 

Pillow,  May  10,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Stkamer  Benton, 

Off  Fort  Pillow,  May  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterday  morning  a  little 
after  seven  o'clock  the  rebel  squadron,  consisting  of  eight  iron-clad  steamers,  four 
of  them,  I  believe,  fitted  as  rams,  came  around  the  point  at  the  bend  above  Fort 
Pillow  and  steamed  gallantly  up  the  river,  fully  prepared  for  a  regular  engage- 
ment. 

The  vessels  of  this  squadron  were  lying  at  the  time  tied  up  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  three  on  the  eastern  and  four  on  the  western  side,  and — as  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  me  by  Flag-Ofiicer  Foote — ready  for  action.  Most  of  the  vessels  were 
prompt  in  obeying  the  signal  to  follow  the  motions  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

The  leading  vessels  of  the  rebel  squadron  made  directly  for  mortar-boat  No. 
16,  which  was  for  a  moment  unprotected.  Acting  master  Gregory,  and  his  crew, 
behaved  with  great  spirit.  During  the  action  he  fired  his  mortar  eleven  times 
at  the  enemv,  reducing  his  charge  and  diminishing  the  elevation. 

Commander  Stembel,  in  the  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  was  the  leading  vessel 
in  the  line  on  that  side  of  the  river,  followed  immediately  by  Commander  Kilty, 
in  the  gunboat  Mound  City,  hastened  to  the  support  of  the  mortar-boat,  and  were 
repeatedly  struck  by  the  enemy's  rams  at  the  same  time  that  they  disabled  the 
enemy  and  drove  him  away. 

The  two  leading  vessels  in  the  middle  of  the  enemy's  line  were  successfully 
encountered  by  this  ship.  The  boilers  or  steam-chest  of  one  of  them  was  ex- 
ploded by  our  shot,  and  both  of  them  were  disabled ;  they,  as  well  as  the  first 
vessel  encountered  by  the  Cincinnati,  drifted  down  the  river. 

Commander  Walke  informs  me  that  he  fired  a  fifty-pound  rifle-shot  through 
the  boilers  of  the  third  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  of  the  western  line,  and  rendered 
her  for  the  time  being  helpless.  All  of  these  vessels  might  easily  have  been 
captured  if  we  had  possessed  the  means  of  towing  them  out  of  action,  but  the 
steam-power  of  our  gunboats  is  so  disproportionate  to  the  bulk  of  the  vessels 
that  they  can  accomplish  but  little  beyond  overcoming  the  strength  of  the  cur- 
rent even  when  unincumbered. 

The  action  lasted  during  the  better  part  of  an  hour,  and  took  place  at  the 
closest  quarters.  The  enemy  finally  retreated  with  haste  below  the  guns  of  Fort 
Pillow. 

I  have  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  department  to  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  exhibited  by  Commanders  Stembel  and  Kilty,  and  Lieutenant 
commanding  S.  L.  Phelps. 

I  regret  to  say  tliat  Commander  Stembel,  Fourth  Master  Reynolds,  and  one 
of  the  seamen  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  one  of  the  Mound  City,  were  severely 
wounded  ;  the  other  accidents  of  the  day  were  slight. 

The  Cincinnati  and  Mound  City  are  injured,  and  must  sooner  or  later  go  up 
the  river  to  be  repaired 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  ser^'ant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla  pro  fern, 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Flag- Officer  Davis's  report  of  the  surrender  of  Memphis, 

United  States  Flag-Stbameh  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  of  yesterday,  dated  at  Fort  Pillow,  I  had  the  honor  to 
inform  the  department  that  I  was  about  moving  to  this  place  with  the  men-of-war 
and  transports.  I  got  under  way  from  Fort  Pillow  at  noon,  leaving  the  Pitts- 
burg, Lieutenant  Commanding  Egbert  Thompson,  to  co-operate  with  a  detach- 
ment of  Colonel  Fitch's  command  in  holding  possession  of  Fort  Pillow  and 
securing  public  property  at  that  place,  and  also  the  Mound  City,  Commander 
A.  H.  Kilty,  to  convoy  the  transports  containing  the  troops  not  then  ready 
to  move. 

On  the  way  down  I  came  suddenly,  at  a  bend  of  the  river,  upon  the  rebel 
transport  steamer  Sovereign,  which  turned  immediately  to  escape  from  ns.  I 
sent  forward  Lieutenant  Joshua  Bishop,  with  a  body  of  small-armed  men,  in  a 
light  tug,  by  whom  she  was  captured.     She  is  a  valuable  prize. 

The  gunboats  anchored,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  the  lower  end  of  island  No.  45, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  mortar-boats,  tow- 
boats,  ordnance,  commissary,  and  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  tied  up  at  island 
No.  44  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  rebel  rams  and 
gunboat,  now  numbering  eight  vessels,  were  discovered  lying  at  the  levee. 
They  dropped  below  Railroad  Point,  and,  returning  again,  arranged  themselves 
in  front  of  the  city. 

At  4.20  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  the  following  five  vessels — the  flag-sliip 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps ;  the  Louisville,  Commander  a, 
M.  Dove ;  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Henry  Walke ;  the  Cairo,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  N.  C.  Bryant ;  and  the  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wilson 
McGunnegle — got  under  way  by  signal,  and  dropped  down  the  river. 

The  rebels,  still  lying  in  front  of  the  town,  opened  fire,  with  the  intention  of 
exposing  the  city  to  injury  from  our  shot.  The  fire  was  returned,  on  our  part, 
with  due  care  in  this  regard.  While  the  engagement  was  going  on  in  this  man- 
ner two  vessels  of  the  ram  fleet,  under  commmand  of  Colonel  LUet — the  Qneen 
of  the  West  and  Monarch — steamed  rapidly  by  us  and  ran  boldly  into  the 
enemy's  line.  Several  conflicts  had  taken  place  between  the  rams  before  the 
flotilla,  led  by  the  Benton,  moving  at  a  slower  rate,  could  arrive  at  the  closest 
quarters.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  firing  from  our  gunboats  was  con- 
tinuous, and  exceedingly  well  directed. 

The  General  Beauregard  and  the  Little  Rebel  were  struck  in  the  boilers  and 
blown  up. 

The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  which  Colonel  Ellet  commanded  in  person,  en- 
countered with  full  power  the  rcbtd  steiimer  General  Lovell,  and  sunk  her,  but 
in  doing  so  sustained  some  serious  damage. 

Up  to  this  time  the  rebel  fleet  had  maintained  its  position,  and  used  its  guns 
with  great  spirit.  These  disasters,  however,  compelled  the  remaining  vessels  to 
resort  to  their  superiority  in  speed  as  the  only  means  of  safety.  A  running 
fight  took  place,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  and  carried  us  ten  miles  below 
the  city.  It  ended  in  the  capture  or  destruction  of  four  of  the  five  remaining 
vessels  of  the  enemy;  one  only,  supposed  to  be  the  Van  Dorn,  having  escaped. 
Two  of  the  rams — the  ^Monarch  and  Dincaster  No.  3 — pursued  her,  but  without 
success.     They  brought  back,  however,  another  prize. 

The  names  and  fate  of  the  vessels  composing  the  rebel  fleet  are  as  follows : 

The  General  Lovell,  sunk  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  by  the  Queen  of  the 
West.     She  went  down  in  deep  water,  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  altogether  out 
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of  sight.     Some  of  her  crew  escaped  by  swimming ;  how  many  went  down  in 
her  1  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  General  Beauregard,  blown  up  by  her  boilers,  and  otherwise  injured  by 
shot,  went  down  near  shore. 

The  Little  Rebel,  injured  in  a  similar  manner,  made  for  the  Arkansas  shore, 
where  she  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  Jeff.  Thompson,  set  on  lire  by  our  shells,  was  run  on  the  river  bank  and 
abandoned  by  her  crew.  She  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  blew  up  by  her 
magazine. 

The  General  IVice  was  also  nin  on  the  Arkansas  shore.  She  had  come  in 
contact  with  one  of  the  rams  of  her  own  party,  and  was  otherwise  injured  by 
cannon  balls.     She  also  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  Sumter  is  somewhat  cut  up,  but  is  still  afloat. 

The  fine  steamer  General  Bragg  is  also  above  water,  though  a  good  deal 
shattered  in  her  works  and  hull. 

The  Van  Dorn  escaped. 

Of  the  above-named  vessels,  the  Sumter,  General  Bragg,  and  Little  Rebel 
will  admit  of  being  repaired.  I  have  not  received  the  reports  of  the  engineers 
and  carpentefs,  and  cannot  yet  determine  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  send 
them  to  Cairo,  or  whether  they  can  be  repaired  here. 

The  pump  of  the  Cliampion  No.  3  will  be  applied  to  raise  the  General  Price. 
No  other  vessels  of  the  rebel  flotilla  will,  1  fear,  be  saved. 

1  have  not  received  such  information  as  will  enable  me  to  make  an  approxi- 
mate statement  of  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy. 

One  of  the  vessels,  going  down  in  deep  water,  carried  a  part  of  her  crew 
with  her ;  another,  the  General  Beauregard,  having  been  blown  up  with  steam, 
many  of  her  crew  were  frightfully  scalded.  I  doubt  whether  it  will  ever  be  in 
my  power  to  furnish  an  accurate  statement  of  these  results  of  the  engagement. 

The  attack  made  by  the  two  rams  under  Colonel  Ellet,  which  took  place  be- 
fore the  flotilla  closed  in  with  the  enemy,  was  bold  and  successful. 

Captain  Maynadier,  commanding  the  mortar  fleet,  accompanied  the  squadron 
in  a  tug,  took  possession  of  the  Beauregard,  and  made  her  crew  prisoners.  He 
captured,  also,  otlur  prisoners  during  the  action,  and  received  many  persons  of 
tlie  rebel  fleet  who  returned  and  delivered  themselves  up  after  their  vessels  had 
been  deserted.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  1  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to 
his  personal  z(;al  and  activity,  the  more  conspicuous  because  displayed  while 
the  mortar  boats  under  his  command  could  take  no  part  in  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  flotilla  performed  their  duty.  Three  men  only 
of  the  flotilla  were  wounded,  and  those  slightly.  But  one  ship  was  struck 
by  shot. 

1  transmit  herewith  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  mayor  of  Memphis, 
leading  to  the  surrender  of  the  city. 

At  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  arrived 
and  took  military  possession  of  the  place. 

Tliere  arc  several  prizes  here,  among  them  four  large  river  steamers,  which 
will  be  brought  at  once  into  the  service  of  the  government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-officer, 
Camd*g  Western  F/otilia,  MUstssippi  fiver,  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D»  C. 
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United  States  Flag-Stbamer  Benton, 

Off  Memphis,  June  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  respectfully  to  request  tliat  you  will  surrender  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
I  am,  Mr.  3Iayor,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag' Officer,  (Jammanding,  Sfc.j  8fc, 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn, 


Mayor's  Office,  Memphis,  June  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  day  is  received  and  contents  noted. 
In  reply  I  have  only  to  say  that  the  civil  authorities  have  no  resources  of 
defence,  and,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  the  city  is  in  your  power. 

Kespectfully, 

JOHN  PARK,  Ma^ar. 
0.  H.  Davis,  Flag-Officer,  Comd'g,  Sfc. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Memphis.  June  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  commanding  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  front  of  Memphis,  have  the  honor  to  say  to  the  mayor  of  the 
city  that  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  will  take  mUitaiy 
possession  of  Memphis  immediately. 

Colonel  Fitch  will  be  happy  to  receive  the  co-operation  of  his  honor  the 
mayor  and  the  city  authorities  in  maintaining  peace  and  order ;  and  to  this  end 
he  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  his  honor  at  the  military  headqaarters,  at  3 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  afloat. 

G.  N.  FITCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Indiana  Brigade. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Memphis,.  Tenn. 


Mayor's  Office,  Memphis,  June  6,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  communication  is  received,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  co- 
operate with  the  colonel  commanding  in  providing  meaM^ures  for  maintaining 
peace  and  order  in  the  city. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PARK,  Mayor. 
Flag-Officcr  C.  H.  Davis  and  Colonel  G.  N.  Frrcii. 
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[Telegram.] 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Memphis,  via  Cairo,  June  21,  1862. 

The  gunboat  Conestoga,  returning  from  White  river,  reports  the  capture  of 
two  batteries  mounting  seven  guns,  at  St.  Charles,  80  miles  from  the  mouth. 
The  attack  was  commenced  by  Captain  Kilty,  in  the  gunboats,  who  silenced 
the  first  battery.  The  second  battery  was  gallantly  carried  by  Col.  G.  N.  Fitch 
at  the  head  of  the  46th  Indiana  Volunteers.  A  shot  caused  the  explosion  of  the 
steam-dnun  of  the  Mound  City  by  which  the  greater  part  of  her  officers  and 
crew  were  killed  and  wounded.     I  write  by  to-day's  mail. 

CHAS.  H.  DAVIS.  Flag-OJicei. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag' Officer  Davis  encloses  report  of  action  at  St.  Charles,  Arkansas, 

June  17,  1862. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  appointing  me  flag  officer  in  command  of  the  United  States  naval  forces 
employed  in  the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries. 

1  transmit  by  this  envelope  a  detailed  report  of  the  action  at  St.  Charles, 
from  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  McGunnegle,  the  senior  officer  on  duty  aft-er 
Commander  Kilty  was  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag'  Officer  Commanding  Mississippi  Flotilla,  Mississippi  river. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  19,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  W.  Blodgett,  arrived  here 
to-day  from  White  river.  She  brings  information  of  the  capture  of  two  batteries 
at  St.  Charles,  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  the  first  of  which  mounted  four 
Parrott  guns,  and  the  second  three  42-pound  rifled  guns.  These  guns,  it  is 
understood,  were  taken  from  the  gunboat  Mariposa,  which,  after  being  disman- 
tled, was  sunk. 

There  is  now  but  one  gunboat  remaining  in  White  river,  the  Pontchartrain, 
mounting  thn*e  or  ^yc  guns,  and  having  her  machinery  protected  by  iron  and 
cott^)n. 

The  enemy  has  attempted  to  block  up  the  river  by  driving  piles  and  by 
sinking  boats,  but  no  serious  obstructions  have  yet  been  encountered. 

The  Conestoga  will  return  to  White  river  to-night  with 
companied  by  an  additional  transport  laden  with  commisi 
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The  victory  at  St.  Charles,  which  has  probably  given  us  the  command  of 
White  river,  and  secured  our  communication  with  General  Curtis,  would  be 
imalloyed  with  regret  but  for  the  fatal  accident  to  the  steam-drum  and 
heater  of  the  Moimd  City,  mentioned  in  my  telegraphic  despatch.  Of  the  crew, 
consisting  of  175  officers  and  men,  82  have  already  died,  43  were  killed  in  the 
water  or  drowned,  25  are  severely  wounded,  and  are  now  on  board  the  hospital 
boat,  among  the  latter  is  Captain  Kilty.  They  promise  to  do  well.  Three 
officers  and  twenty-two  men  escaped  uninjured. 

After  the  explosion  took  place  the  wounded  men  were  shot  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  water,  and  the  boats  of  the  Conestoga,  Lexington  and  St.  Louis, 
which  went  to  tlie  assistance  of  the  scalded  and  drowning  men  of  the  Mound 
City  were  fired  hito  both  with  great  guns  and  muskets,  and  were  disabled,  and 
one  of  them  forced  on  shore  to  prevent  sinking.  The  forts  were  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  is  now  a  prisoner 
and  wounded. 

The  department  and  the  country  will  contrast  these  barbarities  of  a  savage 
enemy  with  the  humane  efforts  made  by  our  own  people  to  rescue  the  wounded 
and  disabled,  under  similar  circumstances,  in  the  engagement  of  the  6th  instant. 

Several  of  the  poor  fellows  who  expired  shortly  after  the  engagement  expresed 
their  willingness  to  die  when  they  were  told  that  the  victory  was  ours. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant* 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag- Officer f  Comtnanding  Western  Flotilla^  MUsUsippi  rivor, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navt/,  Washington^  D,  C. 


United  States  Gunboat  St.  Louis, 
St,  Charles,  White  River,  Ark.,  June  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  the  Conestoga  and  transports  havine 
readied  us,  we  got  under  way  from  a  point  called  "Arkansas  Cut-off"  and  stood 
up  the  river  to  within  about  five  miles  of  this  place,  when  we  anchored  for  the 
night.  Captain  Kilty  sent  off  a  reconnoitering  party  in  the  tug  At  6  o'clock 
the  next  morning  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  following 
order,  viz :  Mound  City,  St.  Louis,  Lexington,  Conestoga,  and  transports.  When 
within  two  miles  of  the  fortifications  we  discovered  the  enemy's  pickets ;  the 
Mound  City  and  other  gunboats  immediately  opened  lire ;  at  the  same  time 
Colonel  Fitch  landed  his  regiment,  and,  as  we  drove  them  in,  they  followed 
them  up.  We  continued  to  stand  on,  firing  on  either  side  and  ahead  as  we  went. 
Soon  we  came  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  which  I  conceive  to  be  about  a  mile  in 
length  ;  almost  at  the  upper  end  were  sunken  three  boats  across  the  river,  (th^ 
afterwards  proved  to  be  the  rebel  gunboat  Maurepas,  and  river  boats  Eliza  (J. 
and  Mary  Patterson,)  and  abreast  of  these  obstructions  on  the  port  hand  was 
a  bluff  on  which  we  imagined  the  batteries  would  be  situated,  although  we 
could  not  see  a  gun  on  account  of  the  trees.  Captain  Kelty  stood  boldly  on, 
closely  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  firing  as  we  went ;  soon  the  enemy  res- 
ponded. The  moment  we  discovered  the  situation  of  the  enemy's  battery  the 
cannonading  from  our  side  became  terrific.  In  a  few  moments  the  Mound  City 
had  advanced  to  within  about  six  hundred  yards  of  their  enemy,  when  a  well- 
directed  shot  from  a  new  battery  situated  a  little  higher  up  the  bluff  penetrated 
her  port  casemate  a  little  above  and  forward  of  the  gun  port,  killing  three  men 
in  its  flight,  and  exploding  her  steam-drum.  So  soon  as  this  sad  accident  oc- 
curred many  of  her  crew  leaped  overboard ;  all  boats  were  instantly  sent  to  their 
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relief.  The  position  of  the  gunboats  at  this  time  was  as  follows :  the  Monnd 
City,  followed  by  the  St.  Louis  and  Lexington,  the  Conestoga  being  abreast  of 
the  latter  vessel.  The  Mound  City  drifted  down  and  across  the  stream.  The 
Conestoga  boldlv  came  up  and  towed  her  out  of  action.  The  St.  Louis  and 
Lexington  moved  closer  to  the  upper  battery  (the  lower  one  being  by  this  time 
relieved)  and  continued  to  pour  in  shot  and  shell,  the  enemy  shooting  the  while 
at  the  St.  Louis  and  the  wounded  of  the  Mound  City  struffgling  in  the  water. 
Some  two  minutes  after  the  explosion  on  board  the  Mound  City  Colonel  Fitch 
made  signal  for  us  to  cease  firing,  which  I  did,  and  in  five  minutes  after  we 
ceased  firing  he  gallantly  charged  their  battery  and  carried  it  without  the  lo58 
of  a  single  man.  Eight  of  the  enemy  were  left  dead,  twenty-nine  were  taken 
prisoners  including  Captain  Jos.  Fry,  commander  of  the  post,  late  lieutenant 
United  States  navy,  and  all  their  guns  and  ammunition.  Our  victory  was  a 
complete  one,  but  the  loss  of  life  on  board  the  Mound  City  by  the  explosion  of 
the  steam-drum  is  frightful.  Their  batteries  consisted  of  two  12-pounder  brass 
pieces,  two  9-pounder  Parrott  rifled,  and  two  42-pounder  rifled  seacoast  howit- 
zers. So  soon  as  I  was  sure  we  had  gained  the  victory,  I  repaired  to  the  Mound 
City,  and  to  endeavor  to  describe  the  howling  of  the  wounded  and  the  moaning 
of  the  dying  is  far  beyond  the  power  of  my  feeble  pen.  Among  the  scalded 
and  suffering  was  the  brave  commander  Kilty,  who  but  a  short  time  before  I 
had  seen  proudly  pacing  his  deck  with  the  enemy's  balls  whizzing  past  him. 
He  fought  his  ship  most  gallantly.  All  honor  to  his  name.  My  first  care, 
after  assuming  command  of  the  gunboats  was  to  make  the  best  possible  provi- 
sion for  the  wounded  in  this,  as  in  the  previous  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
Lieutenants  Commanding  Shirk  and  Blodgett  rendered  every  assistance  in  the 
power  of  man.  For  their  skill  and  bravery  in  action,  and  the  energy  displayed 
by  them  to  assist  the  wounded  they  are  deserving  of  the  highest  honors ;  and  in 
this  connexion  I  will  also  mention  that  Dr.  George  W.  Garver,  of  the  Lexing- 
ton, and  Dr.  Wm.  H.  AVilson,  of  the  Conestoga,  were  untiring  in  their  attention 
to  the  wounded.  The  above  four  officers  I  think  richly  deserve  to  be  especially 
mentioned.  After  consulting  with  the  commanding  officer,  it  was  decided  to 
send  the  wounded  to  Memphis  on  board  the  Conestoga  find  !Mussclman,  (Colonel 
Fitch  kindly  loaning  the  latter  named  boat,)  with  all  the  surgeons,  but  what  to  do 
with  the  Mound  City  was  a  more  perplexing  question.  I  was  told  by  the  pilots 
that  it  would  take  several  days  to  tow  her  out  of  the  river,  it  being  so  narrow 
and  crooked.  The  surgeons  represented  that  the  delay  would  prove  fatal  to 
many  whose  lives  might  be  saved.  From  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  on  this 
river  I  must  push  on  with  all  haste  lest  the  enemy  would  fortify.  After  mature 
deliberation  1  concluded  to  get  as  many  men  from  Colonel  Fitch  as  he  could 
spare,  and,  with  First  Master  John  H.  Duble  in  charge,  together  with  two  other 
officers,  and  the  men  unhurt  of  her  own  crew,  would  leave  her  here  and  proceed 
up  the  river  as  far  as  1  could  prudently,  with  the  river  falluig  as  rapidly  as  it  is. 
The  only  two  officers  that  were  not  wounded  or  killed  on  board  the  Mound 
City  were  the  first  master,  Mr.  Dominy,  and  tlie  gimner,  Mr.  McElroy.  I  deemed 
it  best  to  send  Mr.  Dominy  up  to  Memphis,  not  that  he  did  not  perform  his  duty 
well ;  for  I  am  sure  he  did,  as  1  saw  him  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  moving 
about  on  the  ujiper  deck,  but  simply  for  a  change,  behaving  witnessed  the  hor- 
rible catastrophe,  his  mind  appeared  to  be  greatly  exercised.  Mr.  McElroy  is 
now  on  board  the  Mound  City.  We  buried,  last  night,  fifty-nine  of  her  crew, 
there  are  now  twenty-six  on  board  unscathed;  many,  very  many,  must  have 
been  killed  by  the  enemy  while  they  were  stniggling  in  the  water.  I  was  quite 
close  to  the  spot  and  distinctly  saw  and  remarked  on  the  cowardly  act,  at  the 
moment  they  were  perpetrating  it.  An  accident  also  happened  to  the  transport 
New  National,  one  of  the  bow  guns  of  the  Mound  City  being  loaded,  cocked, 
and  primed,  the  lock  string  lying  on  the  deck,  one  of  the  wounded  men  rolled 
on  it,  which  set  it  off.     It  was  loaded  with  grape.     One  of  the  shot  passed  through 
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the  steam  pipe  of*  the  New  National,  fortunately  injuring  no  one,  but  she  will 
have  to  run  on  one  wheel.  I  found  your  instructions  to  Captain  Eiilty  to  guide 
him  in  this  expedition,  and  be  assured  I  will  exert  myself  in  every  endeavor  to 
carry  them  out.  In  conclusion,  let  me  inform  you  that  the  officers  I  command 
displayed  gallant  conduct  during  the  action,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  there  were 
no  casualties  on  board  this  gunboat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  McGUNNEGLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  Mississippi  river,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


United  Statbs  Flag-Strambr  Benton, 

Memphis,  June  20,  1862. 

Sir:  The  number  of  wounded  men  on  board  the  hospital-boat  Red  Riv^  is 
forty -one.  The  account  given  me  yesterday  was  incorrect.  I  shall  still  wait 
for  further  knowledge  before  presenting  a  final  report  of  the  casualties  attending 
the  capture  of  the  St.  Charles  forts.  The  department  will  be  gratified  to  learn 
that  the  patients  are,  most  of  them,  doing  well.  The  surgeon  assures  me  that 
Commander  Kilty  is  out  of  danger ;  but  he  is  severely  crippled  in  his  hands 
and  feet,  and  suffers  a  great  deal.  He  is  a  brave  gentleman  and  a  loyal  officer. 
He  has  always  been  conspicuous  in  this  squadron  for  acting  his  part  in  the  best 
spirit  of  the  profession.  In  the  attack  on  the  batteries  at  St.  Charles  he  occu- 
pied the  leading  pUce,  and  received  his  wounds  at  the  head  of  his  line  in  the 
zealous  performance  of  his  whole  duty.  Although  himself  wounded  and  help- 
less, he  attended  to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  his  injured  officers  and  men. 

I  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  Major  General  Wallace 
and  to  Dr.  Jessup,  of  the  24th  Indiana,  and  to  Dr.  McClellan,  of  the  Ist  Ne- 
braska regiments,  for  their  valuable  sympathy  and  assistance. 

Sister  Angela,  the  superior  of  the  sisters  of  the  Holy  Cross,  (some  of  whom 
are  performing  their  offices  of  mercy  at  the  Mound  City  hospital,)  has  kindly 
offered  the  services  of  the  sisters  for  the  hospital-boat  of  this  squadron,  when 
needed.  I  have  written  to  Commander  Pennock  to  make  arrangements  for  their 
coming. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  Mississippi  River,  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Flag'  Ocffier  Davis  reports  the  arrival  of  the  ram  Arkansas  under  the  guns  of 

Vicksburg, 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Of  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  of  July  14th  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department 
that  I  was  about  sending  an  expedition  up  the  Yazoo  river. 

The  plan  of  this  expedition,  as  finally  agreed  upon  between  Flag-Officer  Far- 
ragut,  Brigadier  General  Williams,  and  myself,  was  to  despatch  the  gunboats 
Carondelet  and  Tyler,  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  strengthened  by  sharp- 
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ubooters  from  the  army,  at  four  o'clock  yesterda]^  morning,  to  procure  correct 
information  concerning  the  obstructions  and  defences  of  the  river. 

Repeated  examinations  of  the  Yazoo  had  informed  us  that  there  was  a  raft 
obstructing  the  passage  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  with  a  battery  near  it  be- 
low, and  ^e  new  ram  Arkansas  above,  a  vessel  represented  to  be  well  protected 
by  iron,  and  very  formidable  in  her  batteiy. 

Shortly  after  the  expedition  entered  the  river  yesterday  morning  it  encoun- 
tered the  Arkansas  coming  dowm. 

After  a  severe  fight  with  the  Tyler  and  Carondelet,  in  which  both  vessels 
were  partially  disabled,  she  entered  the  Mississippi,  and  passing  through  the 
combined  squadrons  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg. 

Her  appearance  was  so  sudden  aud  the  steam  of  almost  every  vessel  in  the 
Bquadrou  so  low,  or,  in  other  words,  so  entirely  unprepared  were  we,  that  she 
had  an  opportunity  to  pass  without  positive  obstruction,  though  she  was  se- 
verely iiyured  by  shot. 

The  Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps,  got  under  way  and  fol- 
lowed her  down  to  the  point,  but  at  her  usual  snail's  pace,  which  renders  any- 
thing like  purbuit  ludicrous. 

I  engaged  the  upper  batteries  for  half  an  hour ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  renewed  the  engagement,  with  Flag-Officer  Farragut  on  board,  for  re- 
connoitering  purposes. 

At  half  past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  an  engagement  again  took  place,  which 
lasted  for  an  hour,  between  this  ship,  the  Louisville,  Commander  Dove,  and  the 
Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  Wilson,  and  the  upper  batteries,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  cover  the  passage  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut's  fleet.  He 
had  determined,  during  the  day,  to  run  below,  for  the  double  purpose  of  sup- 
porting the  remainder  of  his  squadron  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  in  pass- 
ing ;  to  assist  in  which  I  had  added  the  ram  Sumter,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Erben,  to  his  force. 

A  note  from  him  this  morning  informs  me  that  the  ram  was  so  entirely  con- 
cealed by  her  situation  that  the  attack  upon  her  did  not  prove  to  be  as  destruc- 
tive as  expected.  The  loss  of  life  in  his  squadron  in  its  passage  before  these 
formidable  batteries  is  wonderfully  small,  and  must  be  attributed  to  the  rapid 
and  well-directed  fire  from  his  ships,  by  which  the  guns  of  the  enemy  were  si- 
lenced as  soon  as  reached. 

I  shall  give  further  particulars  of  this  day's  work  by  the  next  mail,  and  trans- 
mit the  reports  of  Commander  Walke,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin. 

The  loss  of  life  in  the  squadron  under  my  command  has  been  thurteen  killed, 
thirty-four  wounded,  and  ten  missing. 

Among  the  killed  and  wounded  are  several  of  the  sharpshooters  supplied  by 
Greneral  Williams,  who  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  faithful  manner. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Commanding  United  Sta/es  Naval  Farces^  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ISecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Attack  on  the  upper  batteries  at  Vicksburg  and  the  ram  Arkansas,  July  22, 1862. 

United  States  Flao-Steamer  Benton, 

Of  Vicksburg,  July  23,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  my  communication  of  July  16  I  mentioned  the  passage  of  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut's  fleet  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  with  the  double  purpose 
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of  joining  his  fleet  below  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  in  passing. 
The  latter  object  was  defeated  bj  the  darkness  of  the  night.  Yesterday  morn- 
ing, shortly  after  daylight,  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville,  attacked  the 
npper  batteries,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  Essex  and  the  ram  Queen  of 
the  West,  both  of  which  vessels  went  down  and  attacked  the  Arkansas  in  her 
place  at  the  levee. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter's  report  of  the  results  of  liis 
engagement.  The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ellet,  struck  the  Arkansas  with  sufficient  force  to  do  her  some  injury.  Colonel 
Ellet  behaved  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  with  great  gallantry.  The  shot 
from  the  Essex  did  serious  injury  to  the  casemates  of  the  rebel  ram  and  gun- 
boat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communications  of  the 
department  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant.  Our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  have 
been  fired  into  lately,  and  a  small  extra  boat,  put  on  for  a  special  occasion,  is 
reported  to  have  been  burned. 

My  force  at  this  moment  is  very  much  reduced.  It  is  reduced  in  the  most 
formidable  manner  by  sickness  and  death.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  men 
of  the  mortar  fleet,  one  hundred  are  sick  and  off  duty.  The  crews  of  the  gun- 
boats are,  many  of  them,  reduced  to  one-half  their  number.  I  am  in  want  of 
at  least  five  hundred  men  to  fill  up  vacancies  and  render  the  vessels  under  my 
command  efficient. 

My  force  is  also  reduced  by  the  absence  of  eight  gunboats,  three  of  which 
are  guarding  important  points  of  the  river,  and  five  of  which  are  undergoing 
repairs.  I  have  said  that  I  am  in  want  of  five  hundred  men  to  insure  the 
efficiency  of  the  flotilla.  In  this  calculation  I  make  allowance  for  the  return  to 
duty  of  many  of  the  sick,  but  six  hundred  men  would  not  be  too  many  to  send 
to  me.  The  most  sickly  part  of  the  season  is  approaching,  and  the  department 
would  be  surprised  to  see  how  the  most  healthy  men  wilt  and  break  down 
under  the  ceaseless  and  exhausting  heat  of  this  pernicious  climate.  Men  who 
are  apparently  in  health  at  the  close  of  the  day's  work  sink  away  and  die 
suddenly  at  night,  under  the  combined  effects  of  heat  and  malarial  poison.  The 
enemy,  however,  suffers  a  great  deal  more  than  we  do.  He  counts  seventeen 
or  twenty  thousand  men  on  his  rolls,  but  can  hardly  muster  five  thousand  in 
his  ranks.  To  sickness  are  added,  in  his  case,  the  want  of  hospital  accommo- 
dations, the  want  of  medicines,  and  the  want  of  suitable  food.  I  learned  that 
General  Williams  is  about  to  move  down  the  river.  Should  it  prove  so,  it  will 
be  very  unfortunate  in  its  results.  This  is  one  of  the  points  at  which  the  co- 
operation of  the  army  is  most  essential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-officer, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Water*. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navj/,  Washington,  D.  C 


0\  Board  Gunboat  Essex, 

Bcloiv  Vickshurg,  July  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  below  Vicks- 
burg,  Missistiiippi,  and  that  we  lost  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 

I  delivered  several  shot  into  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  as  I  believe,  with  effect. 
I  endeavored  to  strike  her,  but  as  we  approached  they  let  go  her  bow  line  and 
the  current  drifted  her  stem  on.     The  consequence  was  this  vessel  only  grazed 
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her  side,  and  ran,  with  great  force,  high  on  the  hank,  where  she  lay  at  least  ten 
minutes,  snhject  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  shore  battery. 

The  officers  all  did  their  duty  and  with  great  coolness.  Permit  me  to  draw 
your  attention  to  Master  Willie  Coates,  of  only  14  years  of  age.  This  young 
gentleman  Tolunteered  to  act  as  my  aid.  His  conduct  was,  throughout  the  ac- 
tion, marked  by  great  coolness  and  bravery.  He  has  no  connexion  whatever 
with  the  service,  but  I  hope  you  will  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment the  conduct  of  this  little  gentleman,  as  I  think  he  has  earned,  by  his  loy- 
alty, coolness,  and  bravery  an  appointment  at  the  Naval  Academy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER,  Commander, 
Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Flotilla^  Western  Waters, 


Flag' Officer  Davis  reports  having  left  Vtckshurgfor  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river 

Flao-Stbamer  Benton, 

Helena,  Atigust  1,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  last  communication,  dated  July  25th,  and  written  from  the  an- 
chorage above  Vicksburg,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  Flag- 
Officer  Fanagut  and  Brigadier  General  Williams  had  gone  aown  the  river;  the 
forces  of  the  latter  being  prostrated  by  sickness.  The  departure  of  General 
Williams  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should  abandon  the  position  I  then  held, 
because  it  gave  the  enemy  the  possession  of  the  point,  from  the  canal  down. 

In  making  this  canal  General  Williams  used  it  as  a  means  of  defence,  by 
constructing  a  continued  breastwork  and  rifle-pit  on  the  lower  border,  and  an 
angle  on  the  upper  border  to  enfilade  the  canal  where  it  was  crossed  by  the 
levee.  This  levee,  distinguished  as  the  neio  levee,  formed  in  itself  a  convenient 
breastwork.  It  was  no  longer  safe  for  the  hospital,  commissary,  ordnance  boats, 
coal  and  ice  barges,  mail  boats,  &c.,  to  lie  at  the  bank ;  I  therefore  moved  up, 
with  my  whole  command,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo. 

When  I  sent  the  Sumpter  and  Essex  below  the  batteries  I  was  prepared  for 
Flag-Officer  Farragutt's  leaving;  but  I  had  no  idea  that  General  Williams  in- 
tended to  abandon  his  position.  I  expected  to  maintain  uninterrupted  commu- 
nication with  these  vessels  across  the  neck,  and  employ  them  in  blockading  the 
town  from  below.  But  now,  the  army  having  gone,  these  vessels  must  go  to 
Baton  Rouge  or  New  Orleans  for  their  supplies,  and  are  permanently  separated 
from  my  command. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  23d  ultimo  I  informed  the  department  that  several  of 
our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  had  been  fired  into,  and  one  sunk.  It  now  appears 
that  the  communications  in  my  rear  are  so  seriously  threatened  that  they  could 
only  be  kept  open  by  gunboats ;  and  the  three  light  and  fleet  gunboats  are  all 
unaor^oing  repairs  at  Cairo.  Information  of  a  reliable  and  circumstantial  cha- 
racter came  to  me  that  wagons,  &c.,  had  been  called  in,  to  transport  guns  from 
the  Yazoo  to  the  vicinity  of  Islands  No.  92  and  94.  I  learn  from  the  captains 
of  the  mail  boats  that  flying  artillery  had  been  taken  from  bank  to  bank,  on  the 
great  bends  of  the  river,  and  used  twice  on  the  same  vessel.  Light  guns  and 
muskets,  in  the  hands  of  guerilla  bands,  had  been  fired  into  our  unarmed  vessels 
from  several  points  between  Carolina  Landing  and  Gaines's  Landing.  The  same 
thing  is  said  to  have  occurred  near  Napoleon.  Thus  my  supplies,  as  well  as 
mails,  were  cut  ofi*,  unless  sent  under  convoy. 

We  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  General  Price  was  crossing  JProm  Missis- 
sippi into  Arkansas  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Hindman. 
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I  have  already  spoken,  in  a  previous  despatch,  of  the  alarming  extent  to 
which  the  efficiency  of  the  few  vessels  remaining  with  me  has  been  rudaced  by 
the  endemic  fever,  and  also  transmitted  a  report  of  the  surgeon  on  this  subject. 

Having  maturely  considered  all  the  circumstances  just  recited,  I  determined 
to  leave  Vicksburg,  where  my  own  force,  unaided  and  very  much  encumberedc 
could  be  of  no  further  service ;  to  close  up  my  lines,  now  too  extended ;  to  open 
again  the  sources  of  communication  and  supply,  and  to  resume  my  conjunction 
with  the  army.  Accordingly,  I  have  moved  with  all  the  fleet  to  this  place, 
where  I  anchored  last  night,  at  9  o'clock. 

But  I  wish  the  department  to  particularly  understand  that  this  movement 
does  not  involve  any  loss  of  control  over  the  river  below.  Between  this  place 
and  Vicksburg  there  are  no  bluflfe — no  high  lands  suited  to  fortifications.  GanB 
can  only  be  mounted  on  the  level  bank,  where,  to  be  sure,  the  levee  often  serves 
as  a  breastwork ;  but  they  will  have  no  advantage  of  ground,  and  can  be  easily 
dislodged. 

Your  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo  was  received  on  the  29th,  at 
4  a.  m.,  when  this  ship  was  opposite  Greenville.  Flag-Officer  Farragut  left 
Vicksburg  on  the  24th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS. 
Flag' Officer,  Cornd^g  Z7.  S.  Naval  Farces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Fleet  Captain  Pennock*s  report  of  expedition  up  the  Ohio  river  to  EofmM^vitte^ 

Henderson,  ^c,  in  July,  1862. 

United  States  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  Fleet  Captain  Pen* 
nock's  report  of  a  johit  naval  and  military  expedition  up  the  Ohio  river  to 
Evans ville,  Henderson,  &c.,  undertaken  in  pursuance  of  a  telegram  from  Gov- 
ernor Morton,  and  having  for  its  object  the  pursuit  and  punishment  of  certain 
parties  of  guerillas  which  had  threatened  Henderson. 

I  invite  the  special  attention  of  tlie  department  to  the  promptness  with  which 
Captain  Penuock,  who  took  a  leading  part  in  this  service,  organized  his  forces 
and  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  action. 

The  enclosed  letter  of  General  Love  bears  the  most  honorable  testimony  to 
Captain  Pennock's  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  III,  July  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  reported  to  you  on  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  that  in  consequence  of 
n  tcilcgram  received  from  Governor  Morton,  (  a  copy  of  which  I  forwarded  you,) 
I  would  leave  Cairo  for  Evansville  with  the  United  States  receiving  ship  Clara 
Dolsen,  armed  with  four  12-pounder  rifled  howitzers,  J.  M.  Pritchett,  lieutenant 
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eommanding,  and  tug  Restless,  armed  with  one  '12-poander  howitzer,  Master 
Ford  commandiDg. 

I  was  accompanied  b j  Colonel  Moro,  with  a  battalion  of  63d  regiment  Iliinois 
volunteers,  and  Brigade  Surgeon  E.  G.  Franklin,  who  kindly  volunteered  his 
services  for  the  occasion. 

I  arrived  at  Evansville  on  Monday  at  6  a.  m.,  and  had  an  interview  with  Major 
General  Love,  who  informed  me  of  his  plans  to  capture  the  guerillas  who  had 
control  of  Henderson,  Kentucky,  and  his  intention  to  occupy  that  place.  My 
co-operation  and  that  of  the  troops  associated  with  me  were  desired  in  carrying 
out  the  plans  of  the  enterprise. 

The  same  aflernoon  Major  Staning,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  district  of  Missis- 
sippi, arrived  with  thp  following  force:  Captain  Kobinson,  company  A,  20th 
battalion  16th  regulars,  60  men ;  Captain  Noyce,  company  H,  13th  Wisconsin 
volunteers,  48  men ;  and  Lieutenant  Becker,  with  one  section  Stenbeck's  bat* 
tery,  2d  Illinois  artillery,  25  men,  who  reported  to  me  for  co-operation,  by  order 
of  Brigadier  General  Strong,  commanding  district  of  Cairo.  At  the  request  of 
General  Love,  Major  Staning  with  his  force,  on  board  steamer  Rob  Roy,  went  in 
advance,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  and  picketing  the  city,  the  Clara  Dolsen 
following  with  Major  General  Love  and  staff,  with  an  addition  of  500  men,  con- 
sisting of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery.  After  landing  the  stores  and  troops. 
Colonel  Moro  was  ordered  by  Major  General  Love  to  occupy  and  hold  tlie  city, 
while  the  Indiana  troops  and  the  section  of  Stenbeck's  battery  took  up  their 
line  of  march  for  the  interior. 

During  the  day  several  arrests  were  made,  including  two  of  the  guerrillas, 
who  were  prominent  in  robbing  the  hospitals  at  that  place  and  destroying  gov- 
ernment property,  who  were  placed  in  irons  on  board  the  Clara  Dolsen,  and 
subsequently  delivered  up  to  the  provost  marshal. 

General  Love  having  received  a  despatch  the  following  night  that  guerrillas, 
in  force,  were  occupying  Uniontown,  with  intent  to  cross  the  river  to  attack 
Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Indiana  shore.  Major  Staning  was  despatched  with  a 
force  to  look  after  this  matter,  in  the  Rob  Roy,  accompanied  by  the  armed  tug 
Restless.  Soon  after  I  joined  him  at  Uniontown,  all  being  quiet  at  Mount 
Vernon. 

During  the  afternoon  several  arrests  were  made  of  prominent  secessionists 
and  a  number  of  boats  destroyed,  by  order  of  Mfgor  General  Love.  Toward 
evening  Surgeon  Franklin  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pritchett,  while  recon- 
noitering  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  came  upon  a  squad  of  guerrillas  and  cap- 
tured three,  who  were  brought  in  and  sent  on  board  the  Rob  Roy  under  guard, 
to  be  sent  to  headquarters  at  Henderson. 

Proceeding  down  the  river,  we  arrived  early  in  the  evening  at  Shawneetown, 
where  I  received  despatches  from  Captain  Wise,  announcing  the  presence  of 
guerrillas  on  the  Kentucky  shore  opposite  Cairo ;  and  bavins  no  force  there, 
naval  or  military,  he  advised  that  a  portion  of  the  force  under  my  command 
should  return  with  all  possible  despatch.  Early  this  morning  the  Clara  Dolsen 
and  tug  started  for  Cairo,  and  arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.,  with  two  companies  of 
Major  Staning's  command;  he  returning  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  to 
Henderson  in  the  Rob  Roy,  aboard  of  which  I  had  placed  a  12-pounder  how- 
itzer. 

In  conclusion  ,  I  regret  to  state  that  I  found  but  little  Union  feeling  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  government  and  safety 
of  steamers  navigating  the  Ohio  require  that  light-draught  gunboats  should  be 
kept  moving  constantly  up  and  down  the  river.  Enclosed  please  find  copy  of 
letter  received  from  Major  Greneral  Love. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Hoel,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sheeley,  of  the  General 
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Price,  and  Mr.  Perkins,  m j  assistant,  consented  to-  act  as  pilots  for  the  expedi- 
tion.    The  latter  also  assisted  me  in  other  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOOK. 
Commander  and  Fleet  Captain. 


Henderson,  Kentucky,  July  23,  1862. 

Captain  :  I  cannot  permit  you  to  leave  me  without  expressing  my  sense  of 
the  gratitude  with  which  the  citizens  of  Indiana,  and  of  this  locality,  will  reward 
the  prompt  co-operation  of  yourself  and  your  officers  in  this  emergency,  whicli 
threatened  their  security,  and  for  the  polite  personal  attention  of  yourself  and 
Captain  Pritchett  to  myself  and  staff. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  safe 
return  to  Cairo. 

I  am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOVE, 
Major  General  Indiana  Legion. 
A.  M.  Pennock, 

Fleet  Captain  Gunboat  Flotilla,  on  board  Clara  Dolsen. 


Capture  of  rebel  transport  Fairflay^  and  large  quantities  of  arms,  ammunition* 

ifc,,  in  August,  1862. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  Atigust  26,  1862. 

The  combined  naval  and  military  operation,  planned  between  General  Gurtia 
and  myself  before  leaving  Helena,  has  returned  to  the  latter  place,  having  ac- 
complished its  work  with  great  success. 

The  rebel  transport  Fairplay  has  been  captured,  containing  twelve  hundred 
new  Enfield  rifles,  four  thousand  new  muskets,  with  accoutrements  complete,  a 
large  quantity  of  fixed  ammunition,  four  field  guns,  mounted  howitzers,  and 
small  arms.  Colonel  Woods  landed  and  captured  the  encampment  of  the  Slat 
Louisiana  regiment  with  arms,  the  enemy  flying  befoi*e  him. 

He  captured  another  camp,  with  tents,  baggage,  and  provisions,  buminff  the 
depot  and  eight  cars,  and  destroying  the  telegraph.  The  combined  expeditioii 
proceeded  up  the  Yazoo,  where  it  captured  a  battery,  consisting  of  sixty-four 
forty-two-pounder  and  thirty-two-pounder  guns,  and  twenty-four  and  twelve- 
pounder  field  pieces,  with  seven  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  one  thousand  shell, 
shot,  and  grape.  Colonel  Woods  dispersed  the  rebel  forces  in  several  places. 
Will  send  further  particulars  by  mail  to-morrow. 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  S,  L.  Phelps  reports  a  sticzessful  attach  on  the  enemy 

at  Bolivar,  Mississippi,  in  August,  1862. 

United  States  Flaij-Steamrr  Benton, 

Helena,  August  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  report,  sent  by  the  Switzerland  on  the  23d  instant,  I  informed 

ou  that  we  had  found  the  enemy  in  some  force  at  Greenville,  Mississippi,  and 

lad  dispersed  him.     I  have  now  to  report  that  as  soon  as  Colonel  Woods's  force 
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had  returned  from  the  pursnit,  it  was  re-embarked,  and  we  proceeded  np  the 
river,  stopping  to  examine  every  point  where  a  rebel  force  was  likely  to  be  posted ; 
but  we  were  unsuccessful  in  again  finding  an  enemy  till  we  reached  Bolivar, 
Mississippi.  Colonel  Woods  then  landed  his  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  two 
mountain  howitzers,  and  soon  discovered  the  rebels  to  the  number  of  about  3,000 
posted  on  a  plantation  above  the  town.  I  moved  up  with  the  Benton  to  support 
our  small  force — not  more  than  500  men — in  its  gallant  attack,  and  effectively 
used  the  battery  in  dealing  the  fields. 

The  enemy,  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  fled,  leaving  seven  prisoners  and  ten  cavalry 
horses  in  our  possession.  Colonel  Woods  lost  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  is  not  known,  but  numbers  of  horses  were  run- 
ning over  the  fields  without  riders,  and  the  negroes  reported  his  loss  quite  heavy. 

From  Bolivar  to  Helena,  where  we  arrived  this  morning,  we  did  not  succeed 
in  again  encountering  an  enemy.  The  troops  returned  in  good  spirit  and  health, 
while  the  condition  of  the  sick  on  board  the  gunboats  was  not  injuriously  affected 
by  the  eleven  days'  cruise  below. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant  Commander* 

Flag-Officer  Charles  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Rivers, 


POTOMAC  FLOTILLA. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  R,  H,  Wyman*s  report  of  the  shelling  of  Freestone 

Point,  ifc. 

United  States  Steamer  Harriet  Lane, 

Off"  Matawoman  Creek,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  this  morning  about  9^  o'clock, 
seeing  the  enemy's  pickets,  three  camp  wagons,  and  a  mounted  officer  coming 
down  the  road  to  the  southward  of  Freestone  Point  and  halting  at  some  buildings 
near  the  beach,  I  directed  the  steamers  Jacob  Bell  and  Anacostia  to  sheU  and 
bum  the  buildings.  I  stood  in  with  this  vessel  as  far  as  her  draught  of  water  would 
admit  to  protect  them  in  event  of  the  enemy  bringing  a  field  battery  to  Freestone 
Point.  After  shelling  the  buildings  and  hill,  and  driving  back  the  pickets,  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  McCrae  landed  with  a  few  men  and  fired  four  houses,  which 
have  since  burned  to  the  ground ;  they  contained  sutlers'  stores,  flour,  &c.  As 
eighteen  hours  elapsed  before  the  fire  subsided,  I  judge  that  the  quantity  of  stores 
must  have  been  consumed.     The  enemy  fired  but  a  few  musket  shots. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN,  U.  S.  N.. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Pot€nnac  Flotilla* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Attack  on  Cockpit  battery  by  the  Anacostia  and  Yankee, 

Potomac  Flotilla,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  Judging  that  the  battery  on  Cockpit  Point  could  be  enfiladed,  and  wish- 
ing to  obtain  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  works  in 
that  vicinity,  I  directed  the  Anacostia,  Lieutenant  Conunanding  Badger,  with  the 
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Yankee,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Eastman,  to  Btand  inside  Cockpit  Point  to  tlie 
northward  and  throw  their  shells  into  the  hatterj.  In  this  they  were  entiidy  soe- 
cessful,  their  shells  falling  directly  in  the  battery,  those  of  the  Anacostia  bdnff 
planted  with  the  most  admirable  precision.  The  gons  on  the  extreme  point  of 
the  batti^ry  were  at  once  abandoned;  the  only  guns  which  the  enemy  eovUit 
any  time  bring  to  bear  were  an  80-pounder  rifled  gun  and  a  rifled  IS-poondff. 
Four  shots  were  fired  from  these  as  the  vessels  passed  inside  of  the  batteiy,  one 
of  which,  from  the  80-poundcr  rifle,  passed  through  the  port  bow  of  the  Yankee, 
and  lodged  in  a  berth  on  the  starboard  side,  in  the  forecaatle*  doing  no  damage^ 
exct^pt  very  slightly  wounding  one  of  the  crew — Alexander  Mitehelly  ordinair 
seaman — by  a  piece  of  lead  from  the  shell  being  thrown  inboard,  aver  the  viiL 
On  the  enemy's  firing  its  fourth  shot,  a  9-inch  shell  from  the  Anacoatia  and  a 
6-inch  shell  from  the  Yankee  were  exploded  under  their  gun*  almoat  simnltaaeopfl 
with  its  flash.  Their  gun  was  dismounted,  and  they  abandoned  the  hatteiy. 
After  firing  a  few  more  shell,  the  vessels  retired. 

On  Cockpit  Point  the  enemy  have  now  four  or  five  gnns  in  hattery.     llieir 
heavy  gun  has  been  remounted  and  moved  to  the  northern  &ee  of  the  battery, 
to  prevent  another  attempt  at  flanking  them.     A  breastwork  for  another  batteiy 
has  been  thrown  up,  which  will  entirely  protect  them  to  the  northward. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Poiomaa  Flaiitta^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  II,  Wyman  of  the  ahandonmetU  hy  ike 

reheU  of  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Point  batteries. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  March  9,  1862»  4  /i.  m. 

Sir  :  The  information  which  I  forwarded  to  you  by  telegraph  iBt  I  eonaidov 
confirmed.  The  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Point  batteries  have  Deen  abandoned. 
They  have  been  shelled  for  an  hour  without  reply.  The  enemy  have  set  fire 
to  everything  at  Shipping  Point,  and  frequent  explosions  give  evidence  of  the 
destruction  of  their  ammunition.  The  fires  and  explosions  extend  some  dis- 
tance back,  between  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Points.  The  Page  I  believe  to  have 
been  set  fire  to  and  blown  up. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Potomac  PloiilUu 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lieutenant  R,  H,  Wyman^s  report  of  the  shelling  and  the  evacuaCiom  of  rAA 

batteries  on  the  Potomac, 

Potomac  Flotilla,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  received  informration  on  the  9th  instant  that  the  enemy  weiB 
abandoning  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  after  making  a  rcconnoissanoe,  I  direeted 
the  schooner  Anacostia,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Badger,  to  shell  the  Ooekiit 
battery,  and  found  it  deserted.     Small  parties  were  then  limded  Cram  the  Yi    '  '' 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY       523 

and  Anacostia.  Our  flag  was  raised  over  the  works  and  tbe  guns  ( which  were 
not  spiked)  spiked.  On  the  10th,  with  the  assistance  of  a  regiment  from  General 
Hooker's  division,  the  guns  at  Cockpit  were  thrown  over  the  embankment,  the 
gun  back  of  Evansport  disabled,  and  some  of  the  ammunition  removed.  Im- 
mediately on  the  enemy's  discovering  that  we  were  aware  of  their  evacuation, 
they  fired  everything  at  the  £vansport  batteries.  Many  of  their  magazines 
were  blown  up ;  the  landing  parties  saved  some  by  removing  the  slow-matches 
and  trains  of  powder.  The  gun  carriages  were  fired  and  rendered  useless.  The 
guns,  some  loaded  for  bursting,  exploded  as  they  became  heated,  dismounting 
many ;  but  those  which  have  burst  appear  to  me  to  have  burst  some  time  since. 
Very  large  quantities  of  shot  and  shell  have  been  found  in  the  magazines.  The 
enemy  appear  to  have  been  entirely  deficient  in  means  of  transportation ;  many 
tents,  camp  fixtures,  and  clothes  were  left. 

Their  batteries  are  of  a  much  more  formidable  nature  than  I  had  supposed, 
and  great  labor  has  been  expended  in  their  construction.  The  country  round 
is  lined  with  rifle  pits,  and  breast  works  thrown  up  (but  no  guns  mounted)  on  a 
hill,  back,  commanding  the  rear  of  the  Shipping  Point  batteries.  The  guns  are 
of  the  best  description,  mosHy  United  States  guns ;  one  an  English  rifle  gun. 
From  the  direction  on  the  boxes  of  ammunition,  I  find  that  the  Evansport 
batteries  were  commanded  by  Fredr.  Chartard,  formerly  a  commander  in  the 
United  States  navy.  The  steamer  Page  was  blown  up  and  entirely  destroyed. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Lieutenant   Commanding  E,  P.  McCrea's  report  of  his  proceedings  in  the 

Rappahannock. 

United  States  Steamer  Jacob  Bell, 

Rappahannock  River ,  April  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  telegram,  "  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent," I  proceeded  at  once  to  carry  out  the  instructions  therein  contained. 

The  expedition  was  composed  of  the  Jacob  Bell,  Satellite,  Island  Bell,  Reso- 
lute, Reliance,  and  Piedmontese.  The  Wyandank,  the  vessel  I  depended  on  so 
much,  being  **  double  ended  "  and  9-inch  guns,  broke  her  crank  on  her  trip  from 
the  navy  yard,  so  I  was  compelled  to  leave  without  her.  We  entered  the  Rap- 
pahannock at  8.30  p.  m.,  and  anchored  for  the  night  at  Carter's  creek,  about 
11.20  p.  m. 

I  was  anxious  to  obtain  a  pilot  from  the  river,  so  I  sent  on  shore  a  party  of 
men,  and  surrounded  several  houses,  hoping  to  secure  one,  but  failed.  Fortunately, 
Acting  Master  Street,  of  this  vessel,  knew  the  river  somewhat,  so  with  his 
assistance  and  the  charts,  I  concluded  to  go  up  as  far  as  Tappahannock  at  least, 
if  not  to  Fredericksburg. 

From  two  brothers,  named  Lewis,  found  on  St.  George's  island,  I  learned  the 
following :  They  left  Fredericksburg  two  weeks  ago.  At  that  time  there  was 
30,000  troops  back  about  two  or  three  miles  from  Fredericksburg,  but  they  were 
constantly  moving  southward ;  did  not  know  how  many  now. 

Fort  Lowry  was  the  only  fort  on  the  river ;  had  5  guns  mounted.  The  St. 
Nicholas,  Virginia,  and  Eureka  were  in  the  river ;  no  guns  on  them.  (I  have 
since  learned  the  St  Nicholas  had  2.)  They  were  drawing  timber  to  build  gun- 
boats; they  intended  to  sink  a  stone  boat  in  the  channel  about  Fort  Lowry. 
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About  four  weeks  ago  forty  Virginia  volunteers  were  just  below  Fredericksbnrg 
doing  scout  picket  duty.  As  many  as  three  hundred  refugees  are  in  the  woods 
trying  to  get  aci-oss  the  Potomac,  from  thence  to  Maryland,  to  escape  drafting. 
(I  would  here  state  that  I  have  been  applied  to  by  several  Unionists  on  the 
Virginia  shore  of  the  Potomac  for  protection  and  allow  vessels  to  load  their  stock 
and  bring  their  families  away.)  At  midnight  I  moved  up  to  Urbana ;  at  day- 
light we  attempted  to  land,  but  were  met  by  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the 
enemy  concealed  in  a  rifle  pit,  perforating  the  boat,  but  injuring  no  one.  I 
spared  the  town,  notwithstanding,  seeing  women  and  children  hastening  to  and 
fro,  but  shelled  the  rifle  pits ;  I  then  moved  on  to  the  eastern  "wharf  C," 
but  saw  nothing ;  at  meridian  passed  Fort  Lowry,  a  circular  fort,  mounting  five 
guns,  but  have  heard  they  haa  eight  or  eleven,  one  heavy  rifle  gun.  On  the 
hill,  back  about  five  hundred  yards,  new  wooden  barracks  for  five  thousand 
men  had  just  been  finished,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  on  the  beach,  quarters  for 
three  thousand  more.  I  landed  three  boats'  crews  and  destroyed  all ;  found  some 
muskets,  blankets,  and  medicines.  They  evidently  had  left  on  our  approach,  as 
the  hospital  beds  were  left  in  a  state  as  just  vacated. 

I  went  up  then  to  Tappahannock.  I  fired  a  gun  and  hoisted  a  white  flag,  bat 
seeing  no  boats  for  the  authorities  to  come  in,  I  went  ashore  with  a  flag  of  truce 
myself.  I  found  only  negroes  on  the  beach,  but  sent  for  the  authorities;  three 
white  men  came  down;  I  told  them  I  would  not  damage  their  town,  and  to 
satisfy  the  women  and  aged  to  that  effect,  but  that  I  should  take  possession  of 
the  town  until  I  left.  I  hoisted  the  American  flag  from  the  most  prominent 
public  building,  the  school-house. 

I  learned  from  these  gentlemen,  disloyal,  but  not  secessionists,  that  there  were 
about  thirty  thousand  troops  at  Firedericksburg,  but  Dr.  Gordon  said  about 
twenty  thousand,  and  that  they  were  constantly  moving;  one  regiment  was  five 
miles  this  side  of  Fredericksburg.  General  Longstreet  commanded  the  brigade 
at  Fort  Lowry.  No  troops  within  thirty  miles,  save  the  cavalry  pickets  from  the 
company  at  Urbana.  No  gunboats  building  at  Fredericksburg,  they  believed. 
I  heard  the  troops  from  Fort  Lowry  moved  away  one  week  ago. 

I  could  get  no  pilot,  or  I  should  have  gone  up  further.  At  this  point  the 
channel  is  two  fathoms  deep,  crooked,  and  varies,  and  I  could  not  devote  the 
time  to  survey  and  pass  up.  I  heard  from  a  negro  that  five  schooners  were 
sunk  in  the  channel  seven  miles  this  side  of  Fredericksburg. 

There  is  no  obstructions  of  any  kind  in  the  channel  so  far.  Off  Fort  Lowry 
the  light  ship  is  sunk,  though  her  masta  are  visible  still,  a  perfect  mark  in  day 
time.  Tappahannock  is  fifty  miles  from  Richmond,  and  the  same  from  Fred* 
ericksburg  by  land ;  the  latter  seventy-five  miles  by  water ;  troops  can  be  landed 
here  with  perfect  ease,  but  pilots  must  be  had. 

I  laid  off  Tappahannock  all  night,  hoping  I  might  secure  something  passing 
down;  at  daylight  I  was  rewarded  by  capturing  a  sloop  from  Fredericksburg 
with  shad,  oysters,  and  letters  containing  valuable  information.       •         •         • 

I  immediately  got  underway  and  stood  down  the  river.  I  had  decided  not  to 
go  to  Fredericksburg  from  the  nature  of  the  river.  My  vessels  could  have  been 
sunk  by  rocks  and  stones  from  the  banks,  which  are  at  least  two  hundred  feet 
high,  and  I  was  advised  not  to  go  by  a  man  at  Tappahannock,  who  said  he  gave 
me  the  intelligence  out  of  gratitude  for  sparing  the  town,  as  they  thought  I 
would  destroy  it  as  I  had  the  barracks,  &c.,  at  Fort  Lowry. 

The  men  from  the  captured  sloop  gave  way  in  their  little  boat  as  soon  as  they 
saw  us  and  landed  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  river;  5hey  had  too  good  a  start 
for  us  to  catch  them. 

I  captured  coming  down  the  river  two  schooners  from  out  a  creek,  (To- 
tousky  creek.) 

At  Union  wharf  I  saw  a  lot  of  men;  T  made  a  hurried  landing  and  captured 
two  confederates  belonging  to  Captain  Jeffcrs's  company  and  Hardin's,  they  were 
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to  go  in  camp  to  morrow  ;  they  have  been  impressed  and  would  stand  by  the 
Union  if  they  dared,  so  they  say;  being  in  uniform,  I  retained  them  as  prisoners. 
At  the  store  on  the  said  wharf  I  took  all  contraband  articles,  salt,  coffee,  &c. 
and  scuttled  the  whiskey  and  loim;  the  feeling  is  Union,  if  they  could  be  protected. 
At  HeathsviUe  there  are  ninety  cavalry  without  arms  or  accoutrements  and  are 
to  go  in  camp  to-morrow  at  3  p.  m.;  two  thirds  of  them  are  impressed  Unionists 
and  wish  to  be  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  McCREA. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Expedition. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy^  Washington,  X>.  C, 


Lieutenant  Commanding  R,  H,   Wyman*B  report  of  his  proceedings  on  the 

Rappahannock. 

Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Rappahannock, 

April  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  on  Sunday,  at  10  a.  m.,  having 
met  with  no  resistance  on  the  river,  and  no  hostile  act,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  shots  fired  by  pickets.  I  found  that  Fredericksburg  had  been  surrendered 
to  the  land  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  day  before,  the  rebels  having 
destroyed  the  bridges,  burned  the  two  steamers,  Virginia  and  St.  Nicholas,  and 
about  forty  schooners  belonging  to  private  individuals,  as  also  large  quantities 
of  com  and  grain. 

There  is  no  obstruction  on  the  Rappahannock  river  to  within  about  seven 
miles  of  Fredericksburg ;  there  several  schooners,  loaded  with  stone,  are  sunk 
across  the  channel.  On  sounding  I  found  a  channel  to  admit  of  the  passage  of 
two  of  the  lighter  steamers,  with  which  I  went  on  to  the  city.  On  a  further 
examination  of  this  channel,  I  find  that  most  of  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  could 
be  taken  past  the  "  bulkhead"  on  high  water. 

There  are  two  breastworks  for  guns  thrown  up  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river— one  at  Lowry  Point,  the  other  just  above  the  "  bulkhead,"  about  seven 
miles  from  the  city.     At  present  there  are  no  guns  mounted  on  them. 

I  have  given  those  with  whom  I  have  communicated  to  understand  that  they 
will  not  be  molested  whiJie  pursuing  their  peaceful  vocations.  They  seem  to 
have  anticipated  harsh  treatment,  and  I  think  that  this  expedition  will  conduce 
to  a  better  feeling  on  their  part.  Those  who  have  been  prominent  in  rebellion 
are  said  to  have  left  for  Richmond.  I  enclose  a  list  of  captures  made,  a  full  list 
of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  judge  of  the  district  in  Washington.  One 
steamer,  named  the  Roundout,  I  have  retained  (subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
department)  in  this  river.  She  is  almost  worthless,  but  may  be  made  useful  for 
getting  wood,  water,  &c.,  for  the  flotilla. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYI^f  AN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Rappahannock, 

April  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  captured  by  this  flotilla  on  the 
Rappahannock  river  and  its  creeks : 

Steam  propeller  Eureka,  of  Georgetown.  Cargo,  30  pounds  cotton  warp ;  2  bags 
cotton ;  "^  sides  leather ;  9  plows  ;  24  shears. 

Schooner  Monterey,  of  Tappahannock.     Sails,  &c.,  complete.     No  cargo. 

Schooner  Lookout,  of  Baltimore.  Sails,  rigging,  &c.,  complete.  Cargo,  com 
for  confederate  government. 

Schooner  Sarah  Ann,  of  Newbem.  Sails,  &c.,  complete.  Cargo,  com. 
Abandoned. 

Schooner  Sydney  Jones,  of  Baltimore.  Sails,  furniture,  &c.,  complete.  No 
cargo.     Abandoned. 

Sloop  Reindeer,  of  Tappahannock.  Sails,  Ace.,  complete.  No  cargo.  Aban- 
doned. 

Schooner  Falchon,  of  Tappahannock.  Sails,  &c.,  complete.  No  cargo. 
Abandoned. 

Schooner  Sea  Flower.  Abandoned ;  secreted  in  a  creek,  and  masts  cut  away 
to  prevent  detection.  Cargo,  4  barrels  bone  dust ;  /),400  pounds  copperas  ;  600 
pounds  saltpetre ;  20  pounds  indigo  ;  672  pounds  carbonate  soda ;  500  pounds 
alum ;  2  small  compasses ;  60  pounds  shoe  thrend ;  40  pounds  shoe  thread, 
colored  ;  176  gallons  castor  oil ;  8  gross  essence  coffee;  4  dozen  cans  solidified 
lye ;  2  large  cases  of  assorted  dry  goods,  cloths,  hosiery,  and  notions. 

Steamer  Roundout,  side  wheel.     No  cargo. 

No  papers  were  found  in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  vessels. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WTMAN, 
Lifutenant  Commanding  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Reports  of  the  examination  of  Mob  Jack  bay  and  Piankatank  river,  by  Lieu^ 

tenants  Badger  tmd  Magato. 

Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Rappahannock, 

May  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Badger,  steamer  Anacostia,  and  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Magaw» 
steamer  Freedom,  of  their  examination  of  Mob  Jack  bay  and  the  Piankatank 
river.  I  have  since  learned  that  the  light-boat  taken  from  Windmill  Point  spit 
is  anchored  inside  Gwinn's  island,  and  have  some  clue  to  where  the  lighting 
apparatus  is.  These  I  shall  make  every  effort  to  obtain.  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  take  and  destroy  all  vessels  and  boats  of  any  size  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, as  they  were  being  used  to  cross  men  from  the  peninsula,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  there  \a  hardly  a  man  with  Union  sentim(»nts  on  the  southern 
bank  of  the  river.  It  is  now  rumored  among  the  negroes  that  the  enemy  intend 
placing  batteries  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  points  selected  have  been 
pointed  out  by  them ;  but  as  yet  no  step  has  been  taken  towards  it.  Should 
they  do  so,  I  tliink  it  will  be  merely  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  crossing 
nearly  opposite  the  Brisco  mines,  from  which  point  a  field  battery  could  be 
brought  to  command  entirely  their  position,  (selected  by  report.)  The  river  ia 
so  narrow  above  Tappahannock  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  vessels  to 
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act  against  even  a  field  battery.     At  present  there  are  but  a  few  pickets  on  the 
southern  bank  of  the  riveri  and  thej  generally  keep  well  out  of  range. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Anacostia, 
Flotilla  of  Potomac  and  Rappahannock,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  ex- 
amined Mob  Jack  bay,  and  the  creeks  and  rivers  connected  therewith,  as  far  as 
practicable  without  a  pilot. 

I  took  the  Anacostia  a  short  distance  up  the  Severn,  Ware,  and  North  rivers ; 
in  each  we  saw  some  schooners  on  shore  without  sails,  having  the  appearance  of 
being  some  time  out  of  use.  Some  distance  up  the  Severn  there  is  a  schooner 
in  good  order,  moored  close  under  the  bank,  no  doubt  well  protected  by  the 
pickets  of  the  enemy,  as  it  is  but  a  short  distance  from  Gloucester  Point.  To 
penetrate  this  river  we  should  be  supplied  with  a  pilot,  and  at  least  three  steam- 
ers.    No  doubt  we  should  have  to  contend  with  field  artillery. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  small  steamer  should  be  stationed  in  Mob  Jack 
bay,  as  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  access  to  it  for  contraband  trade  or  for  other 
purposes.  The  steamer  in  the  bay  might  also  occasionally  take  a  cruise  up  as 
far  as  the  mouth  of  Piankatank  at  night. 

1  observe  that  vessels  frequently  anchor  in  the  Chesapeake  bay  near  the 
Virginia  shore,  and  boats  we  know  cross  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  shore. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

O.  L.  BADGER, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Commanding  R.  H.  Wyman, 

Commanding  Flotilla  of  Potomac  and  Rappahannock, 


United  States  Steamer  Freeborn, 

Piankatank,  Virginia,  April  29, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  ex- 
amined the  Piankatank  river,  and  found,  about  twenty  miles  up,  three  schooners 
scuttled  On  our  return,  with  the  Island  Belle  and  prize-steamer  Eureka,  we 
were  attacked  by  a  battery  of  light  artillery  from  a  bluff  and  thicket.  No  dam- 
age was  done  us  by  the  enemy  of  any  importance.  Our  rifies  prevented  them 
from  loading  and  discharging  rapidly.  Proceeding  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile 
below  the  point  of  attack,  we  stopped  and  shelled  out  the  party,  firing  some 
shells  into  the  woods  without  a  response.  Upon  reaching  Fishing  bay  1  found 
the  Freeborn,  Master's  Mate  Brice  in  charge,  nad  been  attacked  during  my  ab* 
sence,  and  had  shelled  the  enemy  until  they  ceased  firing. 

The  Island  Belle  received  two  rifie  shells  and  some  musket  balls.  The  Eureka 
received  three  rifle  shells ;  one  through  her  pilot  house,  one  through  her  smoke- 
stack, and  one  on  her  after  deck,  cutting  away  the  steering  gear.  I  am  pleased 
to  say  Acting  Master  Harris,  Master's  Slate  Newton,  and  Third  Assistant  En- 
gineer Magaw,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  gallantry.  The  pilot  of  the 
Freeborn,  Mr.  Hardin,  and  Peter  Nash,  seaman,  were  slightly  wounded,  but 
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botli  are  now  on  duty.    The  Eureka  has  been  repaired;  m  fact,  her  efficiency 
was  not  impaired  for  more  than  fifteen  minutes. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

SAMUEL  MAGAW, 

Lieutenant  Commanding^ 
Commodore  Wyman, 

Commanding  Flotilla, 


United  States  Steamer  Fbebborn, 

PiankatanJc  River t  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  attack  of  the 
enemy  upon  this  vessel  during  your  absence  up  the  Piankatank  river  on  a  re- 
connoissance  of  29th  instant. 

While  lying  at  anchor  in  the  same  position  you  left  me  in  the  morning,  tbe 
enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  masked  battery  of  three  or  more  guns,  rifled, 
situated  on  an  elevated  position  of  five  or  six  hundred  yards  distant.  I  imme- 
diately got  under  way,  and  returned  their  fire  with  such  accuracy  as  to  Bilenoe 
their  guns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J,  S.  BRICE,  Master's  Mate. 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Magaw, 

Commanding  Freeborn* 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Lieutenant   Commanding    Trenchard*s  report  of  the  capture  of  the  English 

schooner  Richard  O* Bryan,  July  10,  1862. 

United  States  Steamer  Rhode  Island, 

Off  New  Orleans,  July  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  morning  of  July 
4,  on  the  passage  of  this  vessel  from  Velasco  to  Galveston,  Texas,  having  made 
n  schooner  some  seven  miles  to  eastward  of  San  Louis  Pass,  which  at  first  waa 
supposed  to  be  the  Rachel  Seaman,  the  blockading  vessel  off  that  place,  stood 
for  her.  Soon  afterward  she  came  to  anchor  about  half  a  mile  from  the  beach. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  Rhode  Island  the  schooner  got  under  way  and  was 
run  on  shore. 

The  position  seemed  to  have  been  selected  with  special  care,  as  the  ground 
abreast  the  place  where  she  stranded  was  somewhat  higher  and  covered  with 
thick  brushwood,  presenting  a  place  favorable  for  an  ambuscade.  Cavalry  were 
near  it,  and  others  lurking  by.  A  few  shells  thrown  in  the  direction  of  this 
spot  caused  a  hasty  retreat  of  the  cavalry. 

The  steamer  was  brought  to  anchor  near  the  shore,  and  Acting  Master  Pen- 
nell  directed  to  take  charge  of  an  expedition  composed  of  the  first  cutter  and 
two  RmallcT  boats,  in  charge  of  Assistant  Paymaster  Douglass  and  Acting  Chief 
Engineer  McCutchen,  respectively,  and  despatched  to  the  schooner,  with  instruc- 
tions if  she  could  be  got  off*  to  inform  me  at  once,  but  if  otherwise,  to  remove 
such  portions  of  the  cargo  as  the  boats  might  carry,  then  fire  the  vessel  and 
return.  The  boats  succeeded,  under  cover  of  our  guns,  in  landing  without  any 
opposition.  Upon  overhauling  the  schooner  it  was  found  that  she  was  bilged 
and  abandoned,  and  from  her  papers  she  proved  to  be  the  English  schooner 
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Richard  O'Brjan,  from  Jamaica,  cleared  for  Matamoras,  with  an  assorted  cargo, 
among  which  was  a  large  amount  of  drugs. 

The  instructions  given  to  Acting  Master  Pennell  were  promptly  carried  out, 
and  the  boats  returned,  bringing  with  them  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  medi- 
cines, and  such  articles  as  the  boats  might  stow.  A  heavy  squall  coming  up, 
and  the  surf  increasing,  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  make  another  trip  with 
the  boats  to  the  vessel,  and  she  was  fired. 

Another  schooner  within  the  sound,  separated  from  us  by  a  narrow  strip  of 
land,  which  appeared  to  have  been  engaged  in  receiving  the  cargo  of  the 
O'Bryan,  got  under  way  upon  our  approach,  and  stood  for  San  Louis,  and  soon 
after  grounding  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  weather  having  moderated,  I  directed  the  steamer  to  be  got  under  way 
and  we  took  up  a  position  directly  abreast  of  the  inside  schooner,  with  a  hope 
of  being  able  to  fire  her  with  our  shells ;  but  failing  in  this,  and  discovering,  as 
I  had  supposed,  a  very  narrow  pass,  I  directed  Acting  Master  Pennell  to  re- 
organize his  expedition,  taking  with  him  a  light  metallic  boat,  to  proceed  on 
shore,  and  if  the  '*ueck''  of  land  proved  to  be  no  wider  than  it  appeared,  (fifty 
yards,)  to  haul  the  boat  over,  pull  to  the  schooner,  then  fire  her,  and  return. 
The  boats  landed,  under  cover  of  our  guns,  withoiA  difficulty,  and  the  party, 
bearing  our  flag,  waving  proudly  over  Texan  soil,  proceeded  to  make  the  neces- 
taiT  reconnoissance. 

The  cavalry  which  had  returned  to  the  burning  schooner  after  we  had  left  her, 
discovering  our  men  upon  the  shore,  advanced  towards  them,  but  a  few  well- 
directed  shells  drove  tliem  back.  A  still  larger  body  from  the  opposite  direction 
DOW  advanced  rapidly  toward  our  men  ;  a  shell  fired  toward  them  caused  a 
temporary  halt,  and  on  they  sprang,  certain  of  their  prey,  when  a  few  more 
shells  from  our  well-served  guns  caused  a  speedy  retreat. 

The  necessary  examination  was  made,  and  the  distance  across  the  "neck" 
being  much  greater  than  anticipated,  nearly  a  mile  instead  of  a  few  yards,  the 

Slan  was  considered  impracticable,  and  hiul,  with  great  reluctance,  to  be  aban- 
oned^and  the  boats  returned  in  good  order  to  the  ship. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  Acting  Master  Pennell,  and  the  officers  and  men  accom- 
fMmying  him  for  their  promptness  in  airrying  out  the  instructions  given  him. 

The  "O'Bryan"  had  been  boarded  a  few  days  before  by  the  steamers 
"Hatteras"  and  "De  Soto"  and  the  schooner  "Samuel  Houston,"  and  warned 
off. 

Acting  Master  Pennell  reports  that  from  appearances  he  should  judge  that 
about  half  the  "O 'Bryan's"  cargo  had  been  landed. 

The  papers  found  on  board  the  schooner  will  be  forwarded  tothe  judge  of  the 
district  court  at  Boston,  and  that  portion  of  the  cargo  savt^d  carried  to  that  place 
in  this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  I).  TRENCHARD, 

Lieutenant  (Commanding, 
Hon.  GiDKON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary^   Washington, 
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Acting  Master  C,  H,  Daniels*  s  report  of  naval  battery  taken  by  him  to  Harper's 

Ferry  in  May^  1862. 

United  States  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  June  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  Sunday,  the  25th  ultimo,  I  assumed  command 
of  the  **  naval  battery,"  consisting  of  six  naval  howitzers  and  one  nine-inch 
Dahlgren  shell  gim,  and  proceeded  per  railroad  to  Harper's  Ferry.  I  arrived 
there  with  ray  command  about  seven  o^clock  the  next  morning,  and  immediately 
reported  to  General  Saxton,  the  commanding  officer  at  that  place.  In  obedience 
to  his  orders,  I  proceeded  to  disembark  my  battery.  The  howitzers  were  quickly 
disembarked  and  ready  for  service,  but  the  large  gun  could  not  be'  so  easily 
handled ;  weighing  nearly  four  tons,  it  required  much  more  time  and  trouble  to 
disembark  it  from  the  car.  I  at  last  succeeded  in  "parbuckling"  it  over  the  side 
and  securing  it  to  the  large  truck  used  for  trai^sportation.  Fourteen  horses, 
from  the  1st  New  York  battery,  were  now  attached,  and  succeeded  in  drawing 
the  gun  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  road ;  four  more  horses  were  here  added,  but 
were  unable  to  move  the  gun  up  the  mountain. 

Finding  it  useless  to  try  and  make  the  horses  pull  the  gun  up  this  road,  and 
hearing  of  another  some  five  miles  around,  I  went  over  the  road,  and  finding  it 
much  better,  determined  to  take  the  gun  up  by  this  new  avenue  of  approach  by 
hand.  With  the  assistance  of  three  regiments,  with  the  proper  tackling  attached, 
I  hauled  the  gun  to  the  position  assigned  to  it,  (which  is  2,000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.)  The  gim  was  now  placed  in  "  battery,"  and  soon  made  ready 
for  action. 

My  light  howitzers  were  dragged  up  the  mountain  road  by  hand,  and  placed 
in  position  to  protect  my  rear,  the  position  being  such  that  they  could  be  made 
available  at  any  moment  for  an  attack  upon  the  front. 

Thursday  morning  an  addition  was  made  to  my  battery  of  two  guns,  one  a 
nine-inch,  the  other  a  fifty-pound  Dahlgren.  After  almost  insurmountable  dif- 
ficulties, which  were  happily  overcome  by  persevering  efforts,  I  succeeded  in 
placing  them  in  their  proper  positions  on  the  heights. 

My  whole  battery,  now  commanding  the  valleys  of  the  Shenandoah  and  Po- 
tomac rivers,  as  also  the  heights  of  Loudon  and  Bolivar,  was  now  ready  for  any 
emergency. 

On  Friday  evening,  in  obedience  to  General  Saxton's  orders,  I  opened  my 
battery  on  Bolivar  heights  where  the  enemy  was  supposed  to  be  in  strong  force. 
After  an  action  of  an  hour's  duration,  during  which  time  I  expended  twenty- 
five  shells,  ten  shrapnel,  and  fifteen  rifle  shot,  the  enemy  retired,  leaving  our 
forces  in  possession  of  the  heights. 

On  Saturday,  June  7,  in  obedience  to  orders  received,  I  turned  over  to  the 
army  my  two  nine-inch  guns  and  the  fifty-pound  rifle,  receiving  a  receipt  for  the 
same;  with  the  remainder  of  my  guns,  and  with  the  nine-inch  gun  at  "Point  of 
Rocks,"  I  returned  to  this  yard,  where  I  arrived  and  reported  Saturday  evening. 

Of  my  whole  command  I  can  but  speak  in  the  highest  terms  during  the  en- 
tire siege. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DANIELS, 
United  States  Navy^  Commanding  Battery. 

Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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